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proper holiday, you mithering get.
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Cover illustrator Rikki is proud to be a new 
dad, and we’re dead proud of the work he’s 

done for us. He draws with everything 
from tattoo needles to computers. A 

longstanding member of the Deal-
maker team, Rikki has recently joined 

Gettin’ Hectic as head of their new 
illustration agency. His work can be 
found everywhere from high street 

fashion stores, corporate boardrooms, 
and the pages of this very mag, of 

course.
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Charlotte Kingsbury
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Dear youths and ducks,

I don’t know if you care or not, but for the next three issues 
LeftLion will be under new management. Our regular Editor, 
Jared Wilson, has gone poncing off around the world for a bit, 
and has dropped the keys to the mag in my hand. Obviously, 
I’ve spent a lot of time taking full advantage of my new status 
(I never have to queue to get into Jumpin’ Jaks, I entertain 
young ladies at the top table in Amigos on Pelham Street 
every night, and I get to use the company platinum City 
Rider card), but I’ve also had to carry the heavy responsibility 
of keeping LeftLion as skill as it’s always been - because 
anything less would be an insult to the city, and tantamount 
to a long, hard wazz over Su Pollard’s face. And I just can’t let 
that happen.

I hope you’ll forgive me for being a selfish get, but for this 
issue I’ve wedged in an interview with one of my personal 
heroes (Chuck D - on the tape, you can hear me squealing like 
a pissy-knickered Jessie just after I put the phone down), got 
someone to have a word with my favourite local DJ (Reverend 
Car Bootleg), and got very outraged when I went out for a pint 
with the Fish Man and heard about how his business was 
being squeezed out by chain-pub rubbishness. This man is a 
civic treasure, people - so if you run a proper pub and want to 
Keep It Notts, drop us an e-mail and let the man do his fishy 
thing forever. 

I’m also right bleddy chuffed that we’ve got some very 
illustrious local talent on board. Mike Atkinson (who writes 
one of the best blogs in the world, www.troubled-diva.
com) pitched in with a comprehensive recent history of Gay 
Nottingham (with the help of the lovely Sophie Farrell), and 
Nicola Monaghan - author of The Killing Jar, possibly the best 
literary account of Nottingham since Alan Sillitoe left town - 
came though with an exclusive bonus, er, track from her latest 
novel, which is equally skill. To those three, much thanks. 

The other big change to the mag, you’ll notice, is the extensive 
revamp of our listings section, making LeftLion even more 
essential than it was before. So, before I go off to our exclusive 
launch party at the pea stall in Viccy Market with my new 
Nottingham Media high-flyer friends (the funny-looking one 
on East Midlands Today, the bald sports presenter on Central 
News East who wants to be Stuart Hall, etc) I’d like to thank 
everyone involved in the making of this issue, and I’d like to 
thank you for pushing aside that pile of glossy rammell and 
picking our mag up. Hope you like our new direction.

Word To Your Nana,

Al Needham
nishlord@leftlion.co.uk  

Charlotte edits the Community sec-
tion, proofreads the magazine and 
moderates the forum. She helped 
organise the Drop in the Ocean 
festivals, is in local band Nuclear 
Family, studies critical theory and 
knows a lot about snooker. For 
a linguistic pedant, she has 
a bad habit of overusing 
made-up words.  Charlotte is 
always looking for writers 
interested in local issues.

charlotte@leftlion.co.uk
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Nottingham gets a Speakers’ Corner

It’s a really great idea but I hope they don’t 
introduce too many ground rules. Will they censor 
what can be discussed?

Sara

I’ve been to the one in London a few times. It’s 
basically a soap box for nutters and loons to have a 
rant. Brilliant fun.

Supine

Exactly. More mad bastards in Nottingham, say 
I. I hope the Pakistani bloke who dresses up like 
Sgt Slaughter and stands on top of a stepladder 
with a home-made Iraq flag on it makes a guest 
appearance.

Lord of the Nish

Does anyone remember the bloke about ten years 
ago who used to stand on a box by the fountain 
outside M&S and McDonalds, asking for ‘equality 
for men’? I watched lots of people getting very 
frustrated that he couldn’t see the hypocrisy in that 
statement. Saw him getting carted off by the police 
once too...

Sofy

Pissed up people on the rampage + Nottingham 
nutters spouting madness = Pure Comedy Gold. 
Nottingham’s hilarious at the weekends without 
a soapbox, now it’s gonna be on some next level 
comedy tip. I simply cannot miss this. I know it’s 
free but I’m going to pay to watch it anyway.

Beane

The Nottingham Eye

I was watching them put it up at lunch. Impressive 
size! Might be worth £5 a go. Tempted.

Mr BRJ

I’m well scared of heights. Seriously, I can’t even sit 
upstairs at the Malt Cross...

Mouse

I don’t like how they’re calling a ride on it a ‘flight’. 
I don’t want to fly in that thing, I just want to sit 
and go round. Hmmm...

Metal Monkey

Nottingham Eye would be a great medical 
condition: ‘What’s wrong with you?’ ‘I’ve got a 
nasty case of Nottingham Eye.’ ‘What’s that?’ ‘It’s 
like red eye, but less red and more Nottingham.’

Bass Rooster

£5 for a view of St Ann’s? Looks like a death trap to 
me! Hardly compares to the London Eye eh?

NCTRCROOKS

Saw this for the first time from the bus this 
morning. If you’re not expecting it it’s like 
something out of War of the Worlds. It may be less 
than half the height in metres of the London Eye, 
but remember: that’s not taking in the relative size 
of the two cities. In real terms, it’s actually 10 times 
taller.

The Nanjing Massacre

I really want to ride this, I love Ferris wheels, but 
I am rather against the idea that they are getting 
a potential £30 for every pod. Grr for overpriced 
things...

Lian

Jan 28
Local boxing legend Kirkland Laing - who was paid thousands 
of pounds for dropping Roberto Duran in 1980 - is fined £350 for 
dropping an orange peel on Robin Hood Street. So far, the peel 
has dodged a rematch by dropping a weight in class, the cowardly 
bastard. 

Feb 7
Forest journeyman Junior Agogo scores the winner for Ghana 
against Nigeria in the quarter-final of the African Cup of Nations 
and is immediately approached by an 82-year-old man called 
‘Nana’ who offers his granddaughter’s hand in marriage. Which 
is probably one of the more decent proposals a Nana has offered a 
Forest player.

Feb 8
The council announce plans to axe Victoria Leisure Centre, to 
howls of protest from most of Nottingham. I’ve only been there 
once, to see the wrestling when I was twelve. The bloke next to 
me kept shouting “He’s gorra bomb in his pants!” to all the Irish 
wrestlers and opening packets of crisps with his teeth, and Giant 
Haystacks told me to fuck off for no reason whatsoever.

Feb 13
Nottingham’s deep love of bleddy massive fairground rides 
continues when the Nottingham Eye proves a massive success. 
From the top, people could actually see their house. And someone 
in a tracksuit breaking into it.

Feb 17
Nottingham (well, someone doing a press release, actually, but 
you know what I mean) announces the unveiling of the first 
Speakers’ Corner in the UK for over 150 years, ushering in a new 
golden age of religious nutters in ill-fitting cardigans bellowing 
at you that you’re going to sizzle in Satan’s chip pan for your 
disgusting lifestyle, while all you’re doing is nipping out to the 
cob shop. Future topics of discussion include ‘who the fook are yo’ 
looking at?’ ‘Are you startin’?’ and that timeless, all-encompassing 
riddle that has beguiled humankind for aeons, ‘Are you gozzin’ at 
mah missus’ tits?’

Feb 18
Some youth in Sneinton gets fined a whopping £845 for 
leaving his wheelie bin out, presumably for causing such an 
inconvenience for his neighbours that they actually had to go to 
the tip to find somewhere to leave a knackered-up fridge.

Feb 27
The Great Earth Tremor of  2008. Where were you when 
it happened? If you weren’t having a shit or a shag, I’m not 
interested in hearing about it, thanks. And stop calling it an 
earthquake, an’ all. Lidl in Carrington were selling safety helmets 
two weeks before. Last year, they were selling kayaks a fortnight 
before the floods. So if you ever notice the words ‘Chemical 
Warfare Week’ in a Lidl catalogue, get the hell away from town as 
soon as you possibly can.

March 4
Kegworth businessman Joe Weston-Webb announces new 
security measures to protect his offices from vandals - a 30ft 
catapult that fires chicken shit. Presumably it’s a stopgap until 
the anvil with ‘1000 Tons’ written on it arrives.

March 5 
Leicester has a big argument over whether they should erect a 
statue of Gandhi (presumably to commemorate the occasion he 
went past it on the train to Beeston, where he actually dossed on 
his cousin’s sofa - no, really, he did) or Gary Lineker. I think they 
should just make a big jumper out of crisps, and piss off while 
they’re doing it.

March 6
The Med Continental on Mansfield Road stops selling booze.

March 8
People at the Castle break the world record for most people 
dressed up as Robin Hood, with - hang on a minute! Did I 
just say back then that The Med Continental on Mansfield 
Road has stopped selling booze? Oh my GOD! NO! NO NO 
NOOOOOOOOOOO!!!

Oh yeah, 1,119 participants, Robin Hood, Castle, etc.  

March 11
Police in Hyson Green confiscate a potentially lethal stun 
gun, disguised as a Sony Ericsson mobile, off a couple of mad 
bastards.  It’s capable of delivering a 900,000-volt electric shock 
- making it eighteen times more powerful than the one the coppers 
have. Ah well, at least it doesn’t play shitty grime tunes on the 
back of the bus. 

March 13
A local survey reveals that Nottingham residents are not 
convinced that CCTV cameras have all that much of an effect on 
crime, actually, and they do very little to reduce crime-related fear. 
And you can’t have a really good pick of your nose on Mansfield 
Road anymore. 

March 14
Obligatory horrific violent story of the bi-month: some lad has the 
tip of his nose bitten off at Liberty’s, the pub in town that a judge 
said “would be a positive contribution to law and order and the 
public good” when the police tried to stop it from opening, you 
may recall. Do you think he’s ever been in, readers? Me neither.

March 18
A pair of knickers - red with lacy white trim, if you must know - 
that were given to Forest players in the Wembley dressing room 
before the 1959 FA Cup final are auctioned off for £250. “In a way, 
they are the knickers that won the FA Cup,” said the auctioneer. 
“It broke all the tension in the dressing room, and the players 
never played so relaxed”. No word on when Neil Harris’ nappies 
are coming on the market.

March 19
The Notts pub community call for the introduction of a ‘Banned 
From One, Banned From All’ scheme to combat alcohol-related 
twattery, in the wake of a similar and massively successful 
campaign in Mansfield and Ashfield. Which presumably 
substituted the ‘All’ for ‘Both’.

March 20
A police crackdown on Bestwood in the wake of the Colin Gunn 
trial leads to almost 700 arrests. Jesus, is there anyone still living 
there at the moment? 

March 21
The big local gig of the year - the Dalai Lama’s five-night stand 
at the Ice Arena - is thrown into jeopardy due to heavy manners. 
Hopefully, it’ll still happen, as I’m desperate to get into the press 
conference and ask him if he’s gooin’ Om after this.
 
March 22
Bestwood residents - presumably the three that are still there - 
have a good moan about the council cleaning up a graffiti-covered 
fence, in order for local kids on a course to, er, spray graffiti over 
it. Bonus points for the unknown graf artist who told a journo his 
name was Nathan Barley and got it past the sub-editors. Well 
brown.

March 23
Finally, the feelgood local football story of the year - Derby County 
stinking out the Premier League like a cat’s ringpiece in August 
- continues when video stills of manager Paul Jewell giving 
his knock-off a tupping are plastered all over the News of the 
World. Not the first time we’ve seen a Derby badge plastered over 
an arsehole, eh readers? 

MAY CONTAIN 
NOTTS
February-March 2008

with Nottingham’s 
‘Mr. Sex’, Al Needham

www.leftlion.co.uk/blog
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LeftEyeOn
This edition we’ve teamed up with the local talent at www.flickr.com/groups/nottingham

Flickr is an online photo sharing community and a great way 
to meet Nottingham’s camera-toting folk and check out what 
they’re up to. All the images shown have been posted on the 
Nottingham Flickr group in the last few months. 

Captions - left to right from the top

Protest - One of the first folk to have a rant at the new Speakers 
Corner which opened in February - TallGuyTosh (Wayne Harrison)

Fire spinner - Fire poi performer doing his thing down by the 
Council House on Light Night, Feb 8 - denexxx (Dene Widdowson)

Wheelbase project - The Sneinton project teaches young adults 
mechanics and basic skills to help them steer clear of crime and 
social problems - Toby Neal

All eyes on the Eye - The temporary local landmark has attracted 
loads of photos on Flickr - publicenergy (Dave Wild)

Albert Street sculptures - Some of the light sculptures which lit up 
town on Feb 8 as part of Light Night - vcrimson (Tracy Adams)

Robin Hood record - 1,119 folk turned up at the castle in Robin 
Hood attire on Feb 8, including a guy in PVC, to set a new world 
record in Robin Hood costume gathering - Dom Henry

Sun in my eye - A woman hurries past the Nottingham Eye on her 
way to work - redstag194 (Jon Blackmore)

Bond warehouse - The Players bonded tobacco warehouses in 
Lenton, historic local landmarks - vcrimson (Tracy Adams)
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TO THE SURPRISE of many, a 2004 report named Nottingham 
as having the seventh highest gay population in the country.   
Who, us?  Could that really be true?  After all, we hardly 
enjoy the high profile of gay destinations such as Manchester, 
Brighton or Blackpool.  Our scene may be reasonably sized, 
but it makes few waves.

For a whole generation of misty-eyed middle-aged queens (trust 
me, for I know of what I speak), things have never been the 
same since the early 1980s glory days of La Chic: Part Two.  
Recognised in its day as possibly the best gay club outside 
London, Part Two mixed old-school glamour with a new-school 
aesthetic, in a way that was unique for its time.   It was the first 
club in town to embrace beat-mixing, with an upfront policy that 
Graeme Park has cited as a key influence.  On a typical night, 
you might find Su Pollard whooping it up on the floor to the latest 
American imports, while Justin Fashanu silently prowled the 
cruising alley and a regal Noelle “Nolly” Gordon - the Crossroads 
matriarch herself - wafted around in a diaphanous evening 
gown, flanked by stage-door johnnies.  In the upstairs bar, you 
could even avail yourself of the services of a resident chaplain, 
on hand to dispense spiritual advice to the morally bewildered 
(as well they might have been, given the pitch-black sex room 
round the back).  From sin to absolution in the space of one 
evening, Part Two had it all.

Following its 1985 demise, a long dark night of the soul 
descended upon our club scene, punctuated only by the ground-
breaking, long-running and massively popular mega-discos (ooh, 
we had coach parties) at Barry Noble’s Astoria (later MGM and 
Ocean), on the first Monday of every month.  Sure, there was 
something faintly demeaning about being shipped in under 
sufferance on the quietest night of the week - but in the absence 
of anything better, we were grateful for small mercies.
 
At weekends, the late 1980s were dominated by the twin 
scourges of Gatsby’s - possibly the grimmest gay bar in human 
history, and proof that ‘Gay’ stopped meaning ‘bright and 
colourful’ a long time ago - and its equally joyless sister venue 
on St James’s Street: Club 69, later renamed L’Amour.   By the 
early 1990s, the place had upgraded itself to Nero’s, more or less 
scraping the lower levels of basic acceptability in the process.  It 
was succeeded by the altogether groovier Kitsch on Greyhound 
Street, which surfed the handbag house boom before coming 
to an ignominious end, thanks to Donal Macintyre’s televised 
exposé of the city’s drug trade.  While it took months of patient 
undercover work to nail the Evil Mister Bigs of the day, all it 

took to land the hapless Kitsch in the doo-doo was for McIntyre 
to walk in, approach the front desk, and bellow his request. 
(“HELLO! CAN I BUY ANY DRUGS IN HERE, PLEASE?”)

In the wake of Kitsch’s demise, the Admiral Duncan on Lower 
Parliament Street enjoyed a riotous renaissance, just ahead of 
its rebirth as “stylish pre-club feeder bar” @d2.  Sure, the Dunc 
was a skanky old cesspit - but it was our skanky old cesspit, and 
some of us became rather fond of lurching around to Insomnia 
in pools of spilt beer and broken glass on the tiny, ever-rammed 
dance floor.  Sundays were particularly weird.  At 10:15, the 
place would be virtually deserted.  By 10:30, when that week’s 
stripper took to the floor, it would be jam-packed with folk who 
had “just popped in for a quick one”, none admitting their true 
motives (“I’ve not copped off all weekend and I’m gagging for a 
glimpse of cock”).  By 11:00, the place would be empty all over 
again.  Tsk - men, eh?

This plucky make-do-and-mend spirit served us well, but by 
the time that the 750-capacity NG1 club opened in 2000 - a 
symphony in clean surfaces and sleek modernism - grateful gays 
from all over the East Midlands flocked there in droves. Seven 
years on, the place is still going strong, despite the increasing 
threat posed by online hook-up sites such as Gaydar, and their 
brutally pragmatic ethos of “why go out when you can order in”.  

(Indeed - and I shouldn’t really be telling you this, so not a word 
- NG1 is actually one of the best places in town for heterosexual 
males to cop off with the opposite sex.  Like most decent gay 
clubs, it represents a safe haven for women who want a hassle-
free night out - and while this is only right and proper, it also 
affords a certain window of opportunity to those with sufficient 
reserves of patience, subtlety and stealth.  That’s all I’m saying.  
You didn’t hear it from me.)

Ironically, the other potential threat to the established scene 
is posed by the very social advances that we had been crying 
out for - as in these newly non-judgemental times, there is 
consequently less need for separate gay spaces.  Gone are the 
days when we were an oppressed minority, huddling together 
for warmth.  The only trouble is that some of us rather 
liked being part of a shadowy twilight subculture, 
and it’s tempting to feel that by emerging into the 
light, something has been lost along the way.

Then again, maybe our status as a gay-
friendly city has less to do with the size 

of our commercial scene, and more to do with the strength of 
our community.  By and large, we’re not overtly cliquey, bitchy 
or ridden with up-ourselves attitude, and our roost is not ruled 
by gaggles of vicious queens slagging off anyone with a slight 
paunch, a receding hairline, or sub-optimal pecs-n-abs.  (“What’s 
she come as?  Scar-eh!”)

Away from the scene, we flourish as a community.  Special 
interest groups cover everything from badminton players to 
“bears”, from historians to hill-walkers, and from church-goers to 
SHAGGERS (that’s apparently the “Stately Homes Appreciation 
Group for Gay Enthusiasts in Rural Settings”, although one has 
one’s doubts).  The long-running “Breakout” group provides an 
ideal starting place for newcomers and the newly “out”, and 
indeed for anyone who might baulk at the prospect of propping 
up the bar alone, straining to look “friendly and approachable” 
rather than nervous and desperate.  (Hey, we’ve all been there.)  
Situated inside the Health Shop on Broad Street, The GAi 
Project provides sexual health counselling, Hepatitis B jabs and 
anonymous HIV testing, as well as free condoms and lube.  Our 
annual Pride festival remains truer to the event’s original spirit 
than most, displaying all the homespun charm of a mildly sexed-
up village fete, complete with market stalls and bandstand.  We 
even have our own ghettos: Forest Fields for the lady-lovers, and 
the Viccy Centre flats (aka “Fairy Towers”) for the metropolitan 
poof on a budget.  Oh, and there’s also the Vic Centre Tesco 
Metro, whose immediate catchment area makes it Nottingham’s 
cruisiest supermarket…

But more than that, there’s an all-pervading and reassuring 
sense of relaxed openness about Nottingham’s gay life.  We 
can nurse our pints of Flowers in the Lord Roberts (yes, there’s 
even a gay pub with decent beer), just a few doors down from 
raucous circuit bars such as Revolution, and not feel remotely 
threatened.  And even if we did, we’re fortunate enough to have 
a dedicated police hotline for homophobic incidents (0800 085 
8522), manned by specially trained staff.  As we stroll through 
Hockley on a Saturday night, without a thought to editing our 
public conversations, the city centre’s reputation for violence 
and intimidation scarcely registers on our radar.  Or maybe we’re 

just tougher little cookies than some might give us 
credit for.

www.troubled-diva.com

Nottingham’s LGBT population: trapped in a Goosegate ghetto, or is it great not to be 
straight in Notts? Down there, Mike Atkinson demonstrates that there’s more to Gay 
Notts than dancing around in NG1 with your top off, while over there, Sophie Farrell talks 
about how she came out in Nottingham…
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BEFORE MOVING TO NOTTINGHAM, and for some time 
whilst living here, I‘d always been in relationships with 
men. I’d only ever been out with beautiful souls who’d 
treated me very well, but I’d always known there was 
something pervasive missing from each relationship. 
The pattern was consistent.  I’d last for a couple of 
months quite happily and then I’d be overtaken 
with emotional claustrophobia, guilt and a 
disinterest in sober sex secondary only to 
Mary Whitehouse. Needless to say, when my 
ex spat, “Why don’t you just fuck off with a 
woman? You’re clearly bent!” it turned out to 
be somewhat of a prophecy.

I guess I just needed a catalyst to unleash 
the dormant desires that lay within me and 
nights out in Nottingham proved to be just 
that. Yes, the city’s gay scene is very small. I 
would also subscribe to the view that the lesbian 
scene can be quite bitchy at times and there is 
an unspoken but recognised aesthetic hierarchy, 
which I find quite off-putting. However, if the straight 
scene was small and comprised different groups of 
female friends who went to the same venues each week, 
I would defy anyone to discover a different outcome!  What I 
would attribute to the Nottingham gay scene, and to a very close 
friend of mine, is the invaluable gift of introducing me to myself. The 
Nottingham scene is a friendly and tolerant setting which afforded me the time 
and space to realise my true feelings and desires.

When I first encountered the Nottingham scene I enjoyed being on the periphery without realising what 

a privileged position this truly is.  The scene felt exciting because it 
was somewhere completely different to go where I could meet new 

people. For a six-month period I luxuriated in my anonymity, 
which I quite swiftly obliterated when I got shit faced and 

allowed myself to be enticed on stage at ladies’ night to 
eat a marshmallow out of a stripper’s chuff. The next 

morning everything was a blur. All I could remember 
was still chewing it with bravado whilst making my 
way to the bar for another beer. Anyway, after this 
incident, there really was no point in being shy and 
so I felt no qualms in showing my interest in ladies 
on a night out. Some might say that it unleashed 
the beast!

On a more serious note though, what people who 
haven’t experienced the Nottingham scene may 

not appreciate is that it’s a social environment 
defined by solid groups of friends. Sexuality often 

comes secondary to going out, letting your hair 
down, being yourself, dancing inanely (if you’re like 

me) and having a fantastic time with a great group 
of people. Some might say that it’s like Cheers, “Where 

everybody knows your name”, but I can’t always say that, 
due to the amount I drink, “they’re always glad I came!” Yes, 

it can be incestuous and you will most likely encounter your 
partner’s exes, which can be quite fraught at times, but it’s never dull! 

It’s a small social setting which I know first-hand can be very accepting 
of a person’s transition from apparent “heterosexuality”. The Nottingham scene is 

also where I met my soul mate who I have been seeing for the last ten months. So, if you are 
considering ‘coming out’, get yourself out there!

GAY FOR DAYS, QUEER FOR YEARS

“Are yoh cummin’ ahht or what?”
Sophie Farrell explains how she went from straight to eating a marshmallow out of a stripper’s lady-bits within six months…

General local information and support groups

Outburst: for lesbian, gay and bisexual young people under 25  
0115 9152882

Gay Nottingham: very useful site with lots of event listings 
and group contact details www.gaynottingham.com  

Breakout: a social and support group for local gay and bi-
sexual men www.breakoutnottm.org.uk

SASSI: Local black and Asian LGB group 
0115 9476868/9475414  

Trans-Action: information on social events and support 
services for transsexual and transgendered people – contact 
through the NLG switchboard
0115 9348485

Health and safety

Homophobic Incident Police Report Line: a twenty-four hour 
confidential service 
0800 858522

Healthy Gay Nottingham: a gay and bisexual men’s health 
project  
healthygaynottingham.org.uk

Tipping the Velvet: a lesbian and bisexual women’s health 
project 
0115 9475414 

Bars and clubs

NG1
If only all straight clubs were as good as this
76-80 Lower Parliament Street, NG1 1EH
www.ng1club.co.uk

@D2
NG1’s next-door neighbour, currently on hiatus
74 Lower Parliament Street, NG1 1EH
0115 950 2727

Niche
Formerly the Central, now very swish
30 Huntington Street, NG1 3JH
www.niche-bar.com

The Hole
Man-bar situated over Niche
30 Huntington Street, NG1 3JH
www.thehole-bar.com

New Foresters 
The hangout of choice for the Notts lesbian community 
18 St Anns Street, NG13LX
www.newforesters.com

The Lord Roberts
Not strictly gay, but the de facto watering hole for the more 
mature crowd
24 Broad Street, NG1 3AP 
0115 941 4886

Loads more information on local LGBT events, support networks, 
legal advice and social groups can be found via the Nottingham 
and Nottinghamshire Lesbian and Gay Switchboard 
www.nottslgs.org.uk
0115 934 8485.  

GAY TO Z
A rough guide to LGBT Nottingham

The Heritage Lottery Foundation has dug deep and found 
funding for a three-year project recording the experiences 
of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered people in 
Nottinghamshire.  The Nottingham and Nottinghamshire 
Lesbian and Gay Switchboard, which has been providing 
groundbreaking services to the local and national LGBT 
communities since 1974, has helped get the project growing.  
Called Nottinghamshire’s Rainbow Heritage, the project is 
working on a local and national timeline; gathering details 
of Nottingham’s past and present lesbian and gay venues; 
capturing people’s reminiscences about coming out and life 

pre-1967; explaining issues such as discrimination under the 
law, mental health, and religion; and more stuff besides.   Some 
of the materials put together to date were on show at the View 
from the Top Gallery in February as part of LGBT History Month 
(check out our review at www.leftlion.co.uk/community).
 
Members of the project are keen to get as many people involved 
as possible, so get in touch with them if you are interested in 
helping to provide documents, photos or memorabilia, to be 
interviewed or to help the project in any other way. 
    

Nottinghamshire’s Rainbow Heritage
NVAC, 7 Mansfield Road, Nottingham, NG1 3FB
NottsRH@hotmail.co.uk 
0115 934 9526
www.nlgshistory.ik.com

Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Lesbian and Gay 
Switchboard (advice on all LGBT issues)
www.nottslgs.org.uk or 0115 934 8485.

mailto:NottsRH@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.nlgshistory.ik.com
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Rob Cutforth would like to introduce you to a plumber with a difference; He Sells Sanitary…

I HAVE DISCUSSED at length how crazy the 
people are in this country. You people watch 
birds and trains for no reason, say things like 
‘whereby’, and burn stuff in celebration of a 
guy who torched Parliament. You beat people 
up while your buddy films it on his cell phone, 
and you’ll perform dental surgery on yourselves 
before you’ll go to a dentist. I thought the term 
‘English Eccentric’ was redundant, because, 
quite frankly, you’re all nuts.

That was until I met my Gothic Plumber, Tony 
Napleton. Yes, you heard me right; a goth 
plumber. A couple of months ago, the valve on 
my hot water tank leaked onto the pump and 
shorted it out. Why the pump is located directly 
below a valve is beyond me, but I’ve been in 
England for over two years now; the days of 
questioning ‘why’ when it comes to building 
practices are long over. The answer is always 
‘It’s England, they’re nuts’. Why did the builders 
bury human turds in my front lawn? It’s England, 
they’re nuts. Why did the former owner of my 
house take out the shower? It’s England, they’re 
nuts. Why is the guy walking up my driveway to 
fix my hot water tank wearing a black shirt, black 
Wranglers, dyed-black hair, five black earrings in 
one ear and a hole I can see through in the other? 
It’s Eng... no, wait. This is something else.

I open my door to let Tony in, and notice that he’s 
in his mid-forties. ‘Are you Rob?’ he asks me. ‘Uh, 
yeah,’ I say. ‘Are you the Antichrist?’

He wasn’t. He was, in fact, my new plumber.

Tony went up to the tank, identified the problem 
right away, grabbed the parts out of his rental 
truck, as his hearse was in the shop (no, really - 
he has a hearse) and fixed it. He didn’t even have 
time to finish his tea (for the record, the Walking 
Undead take their tea with milk and one sugar).

After he was done, we asked him who to make 
the cheque out to. ‘Gothic Plumbing’, he says. 
Well, obviously. We hand over the cheque and he 
hands us his business card. ‘Gothic Plumbing’, 
sure enough, complete with bat and gargoyle. 
After he’s gone, my wife and I look at each other, 
look at his business card and look at each other 
again. ‘Did that just happen?’ I ask her. She 
assures me it did. 

I make it my mission to find out more about my 
Goth Plumber. I call him up and ask if he’d like to 
be interviewed for LeftLion and surprisingly, he 
does. Turns out there’s a lot more to my Gothic 
friend than meets the eye…

Which came first, the goth or the plumber?
I was goth before I knew what goth was. I liked 
wearing black, and people would come up to 
me and say ‘Are you a goth?’ and I would say, 
‘Oh, what’s that?’ It started in the eighties and 
I just happened to like the music and the style. 

It’s so easy in the morning to choose something 
to wear when everything is black. It’s become 
popular with the kids now, which I don’t like 
because it’s put the prices on the shoes up. 

Being a goth must make your work life 
interesting…
When I started working for a company and given 
the obligatory blue overalls, I decided to set up 
my own business. What should I call it? Gothic 
Plumbing. It’s partly marketing to be honest. If 
you go to the Yellow Pages, it’s different from 
anything else in there. Yes, it puts some people 
off, but it generates a certain amount of interest 
from people into alternative lifestyles themselves. 
I don’t go to a job wearing the makeup and nail 

varnish; that doesn’t go over very well. Chipped 
nail varnish doesn’t look very good anyway. 

What the strangest reaction you’ve got from 
a customer?
I got a call-out from a little old lady one time. 
When I got to the door, she said, ‘Oh, me duck, 
you’ve got the wrong house, you want the 
one next door’. I said, ‘No, I’m the plumber.’ 
That gave her a bit of a fright. You get strange 
reactions from children asking if your earrings 
are real, and you also get people asking me to 
turn up in all the goth gear. I tend to steer clear 
of those ones. You also get the odd idiot calling 
up asking ‘Is that Chav Plumbing?’

I hear you ordinarily drive a hearse. What 
happened to it?
The brakes failed a mile and a half away from my 
house on the A453. The best way to put it would 
be to say I brought it to a controlled crash into 
my dustbins.  And that’s after it passed its MOT 
with flying colours.  The A453 is a very busy road 
- I was very lucky it was seven in the evening 
as there were suitable gaps in the traffic.  I was 
also lucky I was in a hearse, as people tend to 
give a hearse a little more room on the road.

Driving a hearse must have its benefits. You 
must get free parking...
Yeah, you do to a certain degree, unless you get 
an over-efficient traffic warden. If you’ve got a 
coffin in the back, that helps.  You do get some 
strange looks though when you’ve got a bath in 
there…

You’re obviously not from Nottingham - what 
brought you here from London?
When I came back from a three-year stint in 
Cyprus with The Royal Air Force, I was sent 
back to a base in Lincolnshire.

What? Really?
Yes. I used to take aerial photographs in the 
service. I processed survey photographs for 
the government, photos of boats that weren’t 
supposed to be there, fishing where they weren’t 
supposed to and drug smugglers. I helped 
document the Turkish invasion in Cyprus. It 
was still the Cold War days at the tail-end of 
the Vietnam war so we did some work with the 
Americans there as well.

I thought the UK had nothing to do with the 
war...
We didn’t. But the Americans had bases here 
and we processed a lot of photographs for 
them. Half the time you didn’t know what you 
were looking at, but they had some amazing 
equipment. They had a camera that swung like 
a pendulum, strapped beneath their planes.  If 
they flew in a straight line over Britain, they 
could photograph the entire country in a single 
pass.  In such detail that you could make out golf 
balls on the golf courses.

Holy crap. How long ago was that?
25 to 30 years ago.

God, you can only imagine what they’ve got 
now.
Quite.

Aw, right, did you catch that? As if being a goth 
and a plumber wasn’t surreal enough, the guy 
took secret spy photos of the Turkish invasion in 
Cyprus and of the Vietnam War and just gave me 
first hand insight into American spy technology. 
He might just be the most interesting person 
I’ve ever met. Note to self: speak to builders 
more often…



When you live in a city that changes as rapidly as ours, you 
appreciate the things that stay the same. And nobody has 
stayed the same longer than the Fish Man. For over forty years, 
he has rolled up in his white coat and hat, dishing the fish to 
our nanas, mams, and maybe even our kids one day. Ever since 
LeftLion started, we’ve been determined to discover the man 
behind the basket. That day has finally come…

So tell us about yourself, Fish Man…
My full name is David Colin Bartram, and I’ll be 62 this year. I was 
born in West Bridgford, but I was legally adopted because my 
parents had wanted a little girl. Which was a bit stupid of ‘em, but 
you have to tek life as it comes, don’t you? I left school at fifteen 
and worked on the farms - milking and herding and that. 

What got you into the world of fishmongering?
When I used to come home at the weekend, I’d do a few Saturdays 
for a man called Harry Tenby, who used to run the cockle trade in 
Notts. He gave me the basket, and a list of pubs. When he emigrated 
to Spain, I took over with my wife - who I met when we worked on 
this job. The ‘D&S’ on me back stands for Dave and Shirley. I got laid 
off at my day job, so we used the redundancy money to build the 
business up - at one time we had seven staff and 250 pubs, but then 
my wife died about thirteen years ago and I do it on me own now. 
I’ve been doing this for fourty-one years, in all.

Have you ever had competition in town?
Not really. I’ve had blokes try it, and think they can do it better 
than me, but they never had the bottle. I must admit it was quite 
scary going into a pub and selling, but back then all the pubs 
in town were run by husband-and-wife teams, and if you asked 
them first everyone was alright with it. It was easier then, before 
the chain pubs came in.

Chain pubs are changing everything, aren’t they?
They won’t let me in. They’ve all got ‘company policies’. You 
don’t have that personal contact with whoever’s running it 
nowadays, which is a shame. There was a time when I used to 
sell in one big pub in town, but then one of the doormen asked 
for a bribe, so I don’t bother there anymore. 

Take us through your day…
My average day is packing, preparing, fetching and carrying. I 
get me seafood delivered fresh from Kings Lynn, or Nottingham 
Seafood behind the Cattle Market. It takes me about three hours 
to prepare everything - I pack everything up as late as I can - 
and then come out in the evening. I usually get home at 1am.

So why should everyone have a bit of seafood with their pint?
Well, it’s brain food, in’t it? Personally I like the prawns and the 
cockles, but I’d have owt out of me basket. Not too keen on the 
whelks meself, but they’re very good for keeping your wife quiet 
for a bit. I know a gentleman who’s got a bit of a noisy wife 
when she’s had a drink, and every time he sees me he’s after me 
whelks…

Do you ever get aggro in town?
Well, you’re always worried that you might get jumped. And 
it’s happened a time or two. But not many of ‘em get away with 
it, because my basket likes to hit a bloke’s bellybutton. Oh yes. 
I’m not bragging, but I’ve knocked a few over in town. Only to 
protect meself, mind..

Your decision to sell Peperamis has caused a lot of controversy, 
hasn’t it?

It has. I’m only selling them because I was asked by the 
youngsters. It’s not hurting anyone, and they’re not taking up 
much room in me basket. Some folk have said that Peperamis 
and fish don’t mix, and one could contaminate the other. How 
can it? They’re wrapped up!

What’s trade like these days?
There’s still a living to be made from it, but I’ve noticed there’s not 
as many punters since the smoking ban. I also do Americana in 
Newark, but I don’t do Goose Fair. I do my pubs 52 weeks a year - 
why should I let them down? I’m cheaper than Goose Fair, anyway.

You’re one of the few people in town these days who everyone 
seems to recognise.
So I’ve been told. I feel quite nice about it, because of all the 
respect I get off landlords and landladies, and the people who’ve 
kept me going. I mean, I was gonna pack this up when I lost me 
wife, but the Trip and other pubs said “Come on, Dave, you can’t 
pack this up, we’ll back you”. And I’ll always be grateful for that.

What’s the worst part of your job?
When someone says “Come ‘ere, c**t, what’s in your basket?” No 
manners. I just blank ‘em nowadays. But if anyone starts on me, 
there’ll be people in the pub to start on them, so I don’t worry.
 
Are you thinking of retiring soon?
No. I’m only doing fourteen or fifteen pubs at the moment, but 
I’m always looking for any other pubs who’ll give me a chance. 
I’m part of a tradition that goes back decades, and I don’t 

want to see 
Nottingham go 
without it, but I 
can only carry it on if 
the pubs will let me in. 
I just don’t want to give it 
up. I can’t retire. What’s going 
to happen if I pack up? I’m gonna 
be sitting on me arse seven nights 
a week, burning me own electricity, 
watching crap telly. I’ll only start easing off 
when I find a nice lady. 

Ooh. Are you on a mission, Dave?
Well, I’d like to find a lady to wine and dine, as 
long as she can put up with me fishy fingers! If 
there’s any lady out there with time on her hands 
who’s willing to help me as a partner, I’d be very 
pleased to meet them. I haven’t gone courting on 
the internet, because I’ve heard some funny stories 
about what goes on - these blokes pretending to be women and 
wanting your money and that.

Is there anything else you’d like to say to LeftLion readers?
I’d like to thank all the landlords who’ve let me work, and 
all my customers over the years. Just keep supporting 
me, and I’ll keep bringing the fish out. And if any ladies 
are interested, let me know. I could do with a bit of lady 
company, instead of fishy company...

If you run a pub in town and would be kind enough to give 
Fish Man the opportunity to do his thing in your hostelry 
- or if you or your Mam would be interested in a date 
with Nottingham’s fishiest dish - rattle off an e-mail to 
fishman@leftlion.co.uk. All correspondence will be 
passed on to Dave...

“My basket likes to hit 
a bloke’s bellybutton”

When you live in a city that changes as rapidly as ours, you 
appreciate the things that stay the same. And nobody has 
stayed the same longer than the Fish Man. For over forty years, 
he has rolled up in his white coat and hat, dishing the fish to 
our nanas, mams, and maybe even our kids one day. Ever since 
LeftLion started, we’ve been determined to discover the man 
behind the basket. That day has finally come…

So tell us about yourself, Fish Man…
My full name is David Colin Bartram, and I’ll be 62 this year. I was 
born in West Bridgford, but I was legally adopted because my 
parents had wanted a little girl. Which was a bit stupid of ‘em, but 
you have to tek life as it comes, don’t you? I left school at fifteen 
and worked on the farms - milking and herding and that. 

What got you into the world of fishmongering?
When I used to come home at the weekend, I’d do a few Saturdays 
for a man called Harry Tenby, who used to run the cockle trade in 
Notts. He gave me the basket, and a list of pubs. When he emigrated 
to Spain, I took over with my wife - who I met when we worked on 
this job. The ‘D&S’ on me back stands for Dave and Shirley. I got laid 
off at my day job, so we used the redundancy money to build the 
business up - at one time we had seven staff and 250 pubs, but then 
my wife died about thirteen years ago and I do it on me own now. 
I’ve been doing this for fourty-one years, in all.

Have you ever had competition in town?
Not really. I’ve had blokes try it, and think they can do it better 
than me, but they never had the bottle. I must admit it was quite 
scary going into a pub and selling, but back then all the pubs 
in town were run by husband-and-wife teams, and if you asked 
them first everyone was alright with it. It was easier then, before 
the chain pubs came in.

Chain pubs are changing everything, aren’t they?
They won’t let me in. They’ve all got ‘company policies’. You 
don’t have that personal contact with whoever’s running it 
nowadays, which is a shame. There was a time when I used to 
sell in one big pub in town, but then one of the doormen asked 
for a bribe, so I don’t bother there anymore. 

Take us through your day…
My average day is packing, preparing, fetching and carrying. I 
get me seafood delivered fresh from Kings Lynn, or Nottingham 
Seafood behind the Cattle Market. It takes me about three hours 
to prepare everything - I pack everything up as late as I can - 
and then come out in the evening. I usually get home at 1am.

So why should everyone have a bit of seafood with their pint?
Well, it’s brain food, in’t it? Personally I like the prawns and the 
cockles, but I’d have owt out of me basket. Not too keen on the 
whelks meself, but they’re very good for keeping your wife quiet 
for a bit. I know a gentleman who’s got a bit of a noisy wife 
when she’s had a drink, and every time he sees me he’s after me 
whelks…

Do you ever get aggro in town?
Well, you’re always worried that you might get jumped. And 
it’s happened a time or two. But not many of ‘em get away with 
it, because my basket likes to hit a bloke’s bellybutton. Oh yes. 
I’m not bragging, but I’ve knocked a few over in town. Only to 
protect meself, mind..

Your decision to sell Peperamis has caused a lot of controversy, 
hasn’t it?

It has. I’m only selling them because I was asked by the 
youngsters. It’s not hurting anyone, and they’re not taking up 
much room in me basket. Some folk have said that Peperamis 
and fish don’t mix, and one could contaminate the other. How 
can it? They’re wrapped up!

What’s trade like these days?
There’s still a living to be made from it, but I’ve noticed there’s not 
as many punters since the smoking ban. I also do Americana in 
Newark, but I don’t do Goose Fair. I do my pubs 52 weeks a year - 
why should I let them down? I’m cheaper than Goose Fair, anyway.

You’re one of the few people in town these days who everyone 
seems to recognise.
So I’ve been told. I feel quite nice about it, because of all the 
respect I get off landlords and landladies, and the people who’ve 
kept me going. I mean, I was gonna pack this up when I lost me 
wife, but the Trip and other pubs said “Come on, Dave, you can’t 
pack this up, we’ll back you”. And I’ll always be grateful for that.

What’s the worst part of your job?
When someone says “Come ‘ere, c**t, what’s in your basket?” No “Come ‘ere, c**t, what’s in your basket?” No “Come ‘ere, c**t, what’s in your basket?”
manners. I just blank ‘em nowadays. But if anyone starts on me, 
there’ll be people in the pub to start on them, so I don’t worry.

Are you thinking of retiring soon?
No. I’m only doing fourteen or fifteen pubs at the moment, but 
I’m always looking for any other pubs who’ll give me a chance. 
I’m part of a tradition that goes back decades, and I don’t 

want to see 
Nottingham go 
without it, but I 
can only carry it on if 
the pubs will let me in. 
I just don’t want to give it 
up. I can’t retire. What’s going 
to happen if I pack up? I’m gonna 
be sitting on me arse seven nights 
a week, burning me own electricity, 
watching crap telly. I’ll only start easing off 
when I find a nice lady. 

Ooh. Are you on a mission, Dave?
Well, I’d like to find a lady to wine and dine, as 
long as she can put up with me fishy fingers! If 
there’s any lady out there with time on her hands 
who’s willing to help me as a partner, I’d be very 
pleased to meet them. I haven’t gone courting on 
the internet, because I’ve heard some funny stories 
about what goes on - these blokes pretending to be women and 
wanting your money and that.

Is there anything else you’d like to say to LeftLion readers?
I’d like to thank all the landlords who’ve let me work, and 
all my customers over the years. Just keep supporting 
me, and I’ll keep bringing the fish out. And if any ladies 
are interested, let me know. I could do with a bit of lady 
company, instead of fishy company...

If you run a pub in town and would be kind enough to give 
Fish Man the opportunity to do his thing in your hostelry 
- or if you or your Mam would be interested in a date 
with Nottingham’s fishiest dish - rattle off an e-mail to 
fishman@leftlion.co.uk. All correspondence will be 
passed on to Dave...

“My basket likes to hit 
a bloke’s bellybutton”

PRAWN
STAR
He goes into fi fteen pubs every 
night, and comes home with 
his fi ngers smelling of... ah, but 
let’s not go down that route. 
Ladies and gentlemen, the 
Fish Man is in the house …  
words: Al Needham
photo: Dom Henry
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You’ve just come back from Canada having visited frequent 
collaborator Laura Nanni. Could you tell us a bit about work 
you made whilst there?
We wanted to physically construct a landscape through our 
actions of walking towards each other in a landscape. Our 
process is performative and rule bound, using the statistics from 
the journey to design an installation. We walked opposite ways 
around a looped trail and used the amount of time it took us to 
meet to define the height of the constructed landscape’s peak 
and the number of steps that each of us took determining the 
width of the peaks. But if you were to walk into our installation 
you wouldn’t necessarily get an impression of the maths behind 
it; you’d get a sense of space, a sense of a journey, and enjoy it 
as a kind of visual pattern.

For The Climb you and Laura defied logic with the premise that 
you were attempting to see each other over the horizon from 
Nottingham to Toronto. Is the abandonment of notions of space 
something you pursue in your work?
It’s really important. Measurements structure the way we live. I 
have a sense of how long a minute is and how long a mile is, but 
I don’t have any sense of what 3478 miles feels like. At no point 
can I physically comprehend that distance unless I experience 
it directly. With our separation being so massive, The Climb 
helped us to achieve a sense of the distance between us and 
our scale in the world. Though my local world in Nottingham 
may be small, it is significant and is connected to Laura’s world 
thousands and thousands of miles away.

So were you trying to reduce that space between you by 
doing The Climb?
I think what we were trying to do, as with much of our work 
together, was to create perceived space. For me and Laura, the 
height we would have to climb to in order to see one another, 
699km, is just totally imaginary; we have no idea what it would 
be like to experience such an environment. Some scientists, with 
the relevant expertise, have a very clear understanding of what 
it would be like 699km up. That air space is something they can 
quantify, label, measure and explain. The Climb grappled with 
those two senses of truth, and the disparity between what’s real 
for one person and what’s real for someone else.

In your blog you list the writings of Baudelaire and Guy 
Debord as having had an influence on your practice. Do you 
consider your work to be politically motivated?
It’s motivated through my experience of living in a contemporary 
society and my experience of meeting and interacting with 
different people in that environment, so it may be political by 
proxy, in the sense that all those things impact on my belief 
system and that impacts on the work that I make, but it’s not 
explicitly political. I suppose I am trying to subvert some of the 

things we take for granted and I really do want to create a space 
where people feel they can see their environment in a new way. I 
don’t think I have the ego to say I’m going to change someone’s 
life. But what I aim for my work to do is to articulate the value 
there is in wandering and being curious. If you haven’t asked any 
questions, then you really don’t get any choices. 

Do you feel that with mobile phones, GPS technology and 
the internet that it is harder for mankind to be curious and 
to wander?
I think that technology has had two effects. I think it expands 
our desire to get hold of more space and to explore more, so in 
some ways it kind of opens our minds to the possibilities that 
there’s something else, somewhere further to go, something 
more to see. But in a day-to-day sense I think it’s very easy to 
become completely detached from where you are. Technology 
can become a filter or a lens and is omnipresent to the extent 
that we don’t notice the separation it creates. You can easily stay 

in one room, on a computer all day and then walk out the door 
and climb on a bus or get into your car and practically not touch 
the ground, not feel the weather. 

What are you working on at the moment?
At the moment we are working on the 100th part of The Climb, 
so we are looking at doing another event-based piece. We will 
continue climbing until we get within a reasonable distance of 
699km up, but this time really beginning to focus on the time 
difference, the way light travels around the world, the curve of 
the earth, and how we are in darkness at different points. The 
five hour time difference has been guiding the amount of time 

we take walking; so each section of the performance will happen 
in between five hour intervals, just because it gives us another 
shared dimension.

What do you feel about the arrival of Nottingham 
Contemporary?
I think it’ll be fantastic if we get revitalised energy for 
contemporary art in Nottingham. There used to be a really high 
level of work coming to the city, particularly in forms of dance 
and performance and a lot of international companies that were 
really exciting.

Will it impact on you as an artist at all?
I think it already has. Before I came back from Canada I was 
really worried about the fact that so many of the venues that 
had been significant landmarks of the art world in Nottingham 
had closed, in preparation for the opening of CCAN, as it was 
then called. But once I had actually got back the most exciting 
thing I found was the amount of artist-led initiatives happening, 
particularly the Tether Festival. I was really excited about how 
dynamic that seemed to be; a very young group of artists, really 
grabbing the city and making it wake up. For me really it’s the 
work that all those independent groups are doing that keeps the 
art community alive, it’s not necessarily just the big institutions.

The Expo Festival is no longer, whilst Future Factory has 
disbanded. Do you feel Nottingham, once a nationally 
recognised centre of excellence for live art, is now 
marginalising performance-based work in the city?
Artist-led initiatives in Nottingham seem to be embracing inter-
disciplinary practice, and do include performance based, time 
based, site specific work. I think the de-compartmentalising of 
practices is probably a positive thing, but it depends on how 
much investment is left for that kind of work and if a gallery 
takes it on. We were quite lucky that Bonington and Angel Row 
had a history in that and consequently I’ve been able to work in 
both of them. 

www.sorrelandlaura.blogspot.com 
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Feeling impressed with 
yourself because you 
saw your house from the 
Nottingham Eye? Pah! 
Sorrel Muggridge, a 
Nottingham artist with 
long-range vision, is aiming 
much further than that, 
inviting the local art crowd 
to join her in an attempt 
to climb high enough to 
see her collaborator Laura 
Nanni. In Canada... 
words: Hugh Dichmont

“It’s the work that all those
independent groups are doing that 

keeps the art community alive”

What d’you think you’re 
looking at?

http://www.sorrelandlaura.blogspot.com




Sprats Entertainment

So, how did it all start?
Gordon: We started in the pub down the road called the Craven 
Arms, which no longer exists. I think it was the first open mic 
night in Notts. Harry Stevenson was there - he’s still knocking 
around God bless him - and there was lots of local music, used to 
be a good night. That’s where we started playing. But that was 
a long time ago.

And what caused you to split up after ten years?
Tim: Drugs. (everyone laughs)
Beth: I suppose everybody had a different reason.
Tim: There was a lot of change; people’s kids growing up and 
stuff. It’s hard work because you don’t get paid a lot and we 
were doing it for a living…
Tricky: …250 gigs a year sometimes.
Tim: We were accepting anything. We’d do any gig to get 
anywhere. I remember doing one for a Ginsters Pasty.

What bought about the reunion?
Tricky: Me and Beth got married, 
Mark: No, it was Tim and me.
Tim: You said you wouldn’t leak it! Not yet! I’m not ready!
Tricky: We thought it would be a good idea to see if the band 
wanted to play at the reception. We got together, had a bit of 
a practice and it was good fun. Then someone at the reception 
asked us to do a gig for them the following week and that was it. 
Tim: And because we all had other work none of us were relying 
on this, so all of a sudden it was fun again, a hobby. There wasn’t 
the urgency, or terror, so it’s been just about the music this time.

You received an extremely warm welcome from both old and 
new fans when you reformed…
Tim: It’s really good to see the old crowd, because you see them 
all at once at gigs and everyone’s grown up, but there’s this new 
generation of younger people. Like when we go play at festivals 
- the front rows are full of moshing hippy kids and skater kids 
and that’s brilliant, and at the back are guys with silver beards 
smoking pipes, you know...
Beth: …not that we like to stereotype people who go to festivals.

What would you say someone who’s never seen Wholesome 
Fish could expect from one of your shows?
Gordon: Mayhem. Dancefloor mayhem.
Tim: We try to build it up, so it usually ends with a frenzy of 
some sort, whether it’s on stage or off. You’ll hear bits 
of everything. We have fun, and we 
try to tell jokes musically; 
there’s jokes in a lot 
of the songs, and 
it’s usually us 
attempting to 
get it right! 

They can expect a lot of fun. That’s what it’s all about. We’re not 
trying to be anything more than that.

Your music is a mix of traditional folk songs, covers of various 
artists, and your own stuff. Which do you prefer doing?
Tim: The old stuff is nice to play but in the end, they’re someone 
else’s songs, so you never get the same kind of involvement. 
We’ve got real love for the trad stuff, and doing the covers is 
cheeky, just wrong really - but it’s nice when you’ve worked on 
something, and you’ve all put the work in and then you see that 
it moves people about. That’s a brilliant feeling,
 
Your gigs are definitely crazy. How do you keep the energy 
levels up?
Gordon: It’s the music - we literally get high on the music, on 
people dancing, just the whole thing, it’s lovely. Lee is a brilliant 
frontman. He gets us going and gets the audience going. 
Tim: He’s the master of ceremonies, a kind of magician in a way.

So is there some kind of Wholesome Fish philosophy?
Gordon: No.
Tim: We don’t usually go that deep. We’re very superficial 
people, generally, and we try to keep it like that.

A lot of your songs seem to be about trains and chickens…
Tim: It’s just a passing phase. We went through a whole 
farmyard thing and the chicken is just about the last animal. 
There was also a wheelbarrow period.
Beth: Death is a big one. Even if the song doesn’t have death in 
the title, a lot of them are about murder or untimely endings.
Tim: We do really happy songs about really dark depressing 
matters. And we love trains. We’re all secret spotters.
Tricky: We love gigs on trains. 

We’ve seen the YouTube clip of you on a train...
Beth: The conductor was completely freaked out because there 
were so many very drunk people going back on the Skegness 
train at about half ten at night....
Mark: Where there are normally about three men and a doughnut.
Tricky: And there’s only one toilet on the train and everyone’s 
pissed and drinking beer, so when we got off the train, my bass 
amp was full of wee!

So you’re obviously well travelled, having been all over 
England as well as a sizeable chunk of Europe. Any really 
memorable gigs?
Beth: We played backstage at Glastonbury, and Rory McLeod 
joined us. 
Tim: It was crazy - these great comedians and people you see on 
telly were watching us!
Gordon: Definitely Shirkin Island in West Ireland 
Tricky: We played a gig for eight hours there. We played every 
song we knew, which back then was about 200 songs, and 
the only reason we stopped was because the bar ran out of 
everything except Crème de Menthe.

A lot of you hold down full-time jobs as well, so when you do 
get a second to chill out, what do you like to do?
Tim: When you’re young you go out, but now we’re…older, I like 
to stay home and ignore the doorbell. 

Has the city changed a lot since you started out?
Gordon: Oh God yeah. It’s quite different. I mean, think of how 
many bouncers are employed round Nottingham now! And you 
think of however many years ago, say 1986, Yates’s was still 
selling huge big barrels full of sweet wine 
Tim: It’s still got all that.
Gordon: No, it’s trendy now… 
Beth: Alcopops in barrels, then.
 
Any local bands you rate?
Mark: Old Basford
Beth: Salmagundi and Mas Y Mas.
Tim: There’s a great punk band called Certified.
Beth: ASBO. That’s Joe’s band (Joe is Beth and Tricky’s son.
Gordon: The Last Pedestrians. Nottingham legends!

What are your plans for the next year or so?
Beth: We’re finishing our new album.
Tricky: We played so much last year that we didn’t really write 
enough new material, so we’re gonna take at least the next three 
months to come up with some new songs.
Gordon: And then play those for the next twenty years!

Is there anything you want to say to LeftLion readers?
Mark: Keep going to see live music in Nottingham!

Gordon: And don’t drink cider.

www.wholesomefish.co.uk

With a sound that’s been described as everything from ‘Velvet Underground gone Cajun’ to ‘a jumble 
sale of world music’, Wholesome Fish are genuine local legends, comprisinging of Lee (vocals & 
drums), Gordon, (guitar & vocals), Tim (banjo & vocals), Mark (percussion & drums), Beth (fiddle & 
vocals), Tricky (bass) and James (drums). We met five of the seven Fish to find out more about their 
unique brand of life-affirming music, and why so many of their songs seem to be about chickens…
words: Joanna Jakusz-Gostomski

12   www.leftlion.co.uk/issue22



www.leftlion.co.uk/issue22   13

When did you start DJing?
In 1978, at Loughborough Art College. When the DJ didn’t turn 
up I kind of got the job by default, because I was the one with 
the most records. 

You’ve been at the Bodega Social Club since day one. What 
was it like in the beginning?
We used to have this thing called Skiver which would run from 
five ‘til eight on a Friday, and the concept was to slope off work 
early. Originally it may have even started at 4pm, but we might 
have been a bit over-enthusiastic there. The ethos was ‘the 
weekend starts here - be in the pub from five and stay till the 
end’. And it would get really full in there bang on five, so by the 
time you hit 8pm the upstairs would be standing room only, all 
seats taken and punters dancing. This would then just mutate 
into a full-blown club night, like the back room of The Bomb. We 
played all sorts of things.

You’re renowned for the expanse, depth and variety of your 
music collection…
I wouldn’t really call myself a collector - I’ve just acquired lots of 
different types of music. I remember a time when my wife Sue 
used to dread certain record catalogues dropping through the 
letterbox, because I had to have everything in there. There was a 
period when I was coming back with lot of records from car boot 
sales - sometimes I’d buy everything on the table. It was a case 
of ‘what’s not been collected?’ and then collecting that sort of 
stuff. Basically it’s about finding that record or bit of music that 
you’ve never heard before. 

Come on, then - how much vinyl do you have?
When we moved house there were about 220 boxes of records, 
and they had about fifty records in each box. They’re all over the 
house. I listen to a record about once every three days, just a 
case of picking something out. Sometimes I pick something out 
which I haven’t heard for five or ten years.  
 
Is your wife into music too?
We’ve been together for thirty years. She’s always had the same 
love of music and she’s always been really supportive of what 
I do. At art college in Loughborough we’d have regular trips to 
London, and we’d use it as an excuse to trawl the record shops 
- Daddy Cool’s for old ska and reggae, Rough Trade for all the 
latest DIY releases, Vinyl Solution/Rock On for garage, punk, old 
rock n’ roll, country - and round off the day with a visit to Stiff 
Records. We spent most of our honeymoon crate-digging in Paris 
and Amsterdam.
 

What was it like when you started DJing at The Bomb?
I remember feeling quite nervous and out of my depth. I just 
thought of myself as some old out-of-touch chancer, working 
alongside proper DJs. But Kelvin Andrews was the other 
resident and just great to work alongside, a real inspiration - he 
would be mates with all the guests we’d have coming through 
and every night was a blast. Lads talking about records, what 
they’d picked up that week, etc. I would often do the back 
room of The Bomb with Kelvin Andrews and we would play 
lots of weird shit I’d picked up at car boots. Shirley Bassey’s 
Spinning Wheel was a big one down there. 

And before that you were at The Garage…
Graeme Park and I were the residents at The Garage (now the 
Lizard Lounge) from around 1983-1987, when Graeme Park was 
there. He was doing dance stuff and I would be putting on gigs 
and playing downstairs in the rockier end of the club. I was 
playing The Clash, Joy Division, quite a lot of reggae, Killing 
Joke, Human League, sixties garage punk…heavier stuff. But 
there were the occasional cross-over tunes that you’d find on 
both floors - Beastie Boys, LL Cool J, Daryl Pandy, Madonna, 
New Order. I was there when I found out my first daughter had 
been born. Todd Terry was playing that night.

Who’s the best DJ you’ve played with?
Probably Andy Smith from Portishead. He played all over the 
shop, worked the crowd into an absolute frenzy, and was just a 
genuinely friendly, no ego kinda guy. Same goes for Weatherall, 
Harvey and Mr Scruff... all lovely blokes.

You’ve also worked with local bands in Nottingham…
I started working with Dave Parsons who ran a label called 
Ron Johnson Records from ’86 to ‘88. Gary Clail was a DJ at 
some special Ron Johnson nights which we had in London, 
Manchester and Nottingham. John Peel was a DJ for the 
Nottingham night. We had bands like Big Flame, A Witness and 
Stump. I then worked at Earache when it was just me and Dig 
(Digby Pearson), out of his bedroom between 1989 and 1991. We 
had Carcass, Fudge Tunnel, Napalm Death, and Morbid Angel. I 
loved the hardcore scene. It all changed when Napalm Death’s 
second album came out and they were on the front of the NME. 
That’s when Dig called me in the States to come work for him. 
He said it had gone mental, he had a number one record on his 
hands and he needed help. In the end I got fired by Dig and 
then went on to manage Carcass and Fudge Tunnel. After that I 
managed Echoboy, who were originally a Mansfield band called 
The HyBirds; they eventually signed to Heavenly.
 

And now?
Currently I do Electric Banana every Wednesday and Pop 
Confessional on the first Friday of the month, both at The Bodega 
Social, as well as the Rescue Rooms on alternate Saturdays, and 
a new night at The Market Bar called Catnip - which I suppose 
is just a continuation of two previous nights I used to do at 
The Social, basically more of me playing what I want, and less 
indie carrots. Electric Banana is easily my most popular night; 
originally it was me just playing from the bar downstairs, now 
we’re getting 500 people through the door - although it’s gotta 
be said, it does take a serious drop in numbers over the summer. 
But it’s still always a good, relaxed atmosphere.

What makes you enjoy DJing so much?
I think the reason I am still a DJ is because I am constantly 
changing. I get bored and move onto other things. Like all fans 
of music, what I’m really after is hearing something I’ve never 
heard before. But I don’t think I’m any good - let’s face it, if I was, 
I wouldn’t be playing bars in Nottingham. I’m just very fortunate 
to be able to make a living out of playing records. 

Is it easier to find music now with the internet?
There are many things that I did not find at the time, but then found 
later. I think things weren’t as readily available then, though. I love 
looking through blogs and seeing just what’s out there. There’s 
this hip-hop video where they’ve gone into this area of Angola, 
and they’re doing break-dancing and body-popping and it’s not 
gangster lyrics or anything like that, and it’s fucking great. 

Do you get better as a DJ with age?
On one level I think it actually gets easier the older you get, because 
you’re carrying around all this knowledge. I’ve seen Roxy Music, 
the Sex Pistols, Joy Division, Nirvana, and the White Stripes in their 
original live environments, and I bought London Calling and Blue 
Monday the day they were released. To me, it’s real and I don’t 
have to read up on it. In fact, I actually feel sorry for the younger 
generation of music fans - the sheer volume of how much stuff there 
is out there, what they’re expected to know, and how the hell they 
get their heads around it all. The downside to getting older is your 
memory and the physical aspect of playing ‘til 3am. Sometimes the 
most obvious names or titles just escape me. I get punters asking 
“Have you got Over & Over?” and I’ll go “By who?”, and they walk 
away shaking their heads thinking “And he calls himself a DJ?”

Catnip is on the second Friday 
of every month at The Market Bar.

www.myspace.com/reverendcarbootleg

More Ice-T, Vicar?

Think you’re a proper 
DJ because you’ve got a 
couple of crates of vinyl 
and they let you play a 
monthly set at the Chain 
and Brand Name? Think 
again, sucker - in this here 
town, the bar has been 
set by a 49-year-old 
crate-digger extraordinaire 
called Martin Nesbitt, AKA 
the Reverend Car Bootleg. 
He’s been blessing the 
decks and dishing out a 
musical education since 
the days of the legendary 
Garage club, whilst still 
remaining the nicest bloke 
on the Nottingham music 
scene…

words: Michael Greenwell
photo: David Blenkey
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I used to work on the LIFFE floor, 
broking the FTSE future, though 
a mate of mine used to say I was 
breaking it. It made her laugh. 
Probably the strangest memory 
I’ve got of those times was not long 
before it all finished and we went to 
screens.  
 
The May Day Riots, they used to 
call them, though God knows why. I 
suppose there’s no point coming on 
a bank holiday to STOP THE CITY, 
but this particular demo happened 
on June 18th. First we knew about it 
was the papers, saying a bunch of 
organised anarchists were targeting 
the City. You’ve got to giggle at 
that. Organised ones? I met Jase 
for breakfast that morning. He spat 
coffee everywhere and laughed so 
hard when he read this headline, and 
showed me. It was a Friday, dress-
down day, and we both wondered 
how easy it’d be to tell the terrorists 
from the City traders. 
 
Jase headed to his office and I went 
up towards Cannon Bridge. It was 
early, but I could tell even then that 
something was going to happen. 
I could smell trouble. I’d moved 
company not long before, and was 
working for a small French brokers. 
I didn’t like my new boss nearly as 
much as I’d liked my old one but 
I’d fucked that up and there was 
not much to be said about it, really. 
The new guy was called Philippe, 
and there was nothing wrong with 
him, he was just a bit dull. He was 
animated this morning though. Lots 
of oo-la-las and Gallic shrugs. 
 
It was quiet that day. Fridays often 
were. The anarchists livened it up a 
bit, though. I went out mid-afternoon 
for a coffee, and people were dancing 
in the street. It was sunny, and there 
was a lot of music and smiling; it 
looked like my kind of scene and I 
was tempted to join them instead of 
going back to work. 
 
When I came back in, Philippe sent 
me up to the office to do some admin. 
No wonder I didn’t like him. Our 
office was high in the building, and 
I watched the protestors having the 
time of their lives outside. Things 
started to get interesting. Two hippy 
types broke the fire hydrant in the 
street, then took their clothes off and 
were dancing around in the fountain 
it made. By now, colleagues of mine 
were piling into the offices around me 
to admire the view. They clamoured 
to get a look from the windows. I was 
leaning out and could see four or five 
police vans sat at the end of Cannon 
Bridge, looking menacing. 
 
Nick was there, a bloke I’d worked 
with at UBF who we nicknamed 
Leeson after another rogue trader. 
He’d photocopied some twenty 
pound notes and was throwing them 
out of the window. Some people 
threw obscenities up at us and 
they got them right back. I noticed 
a couple of people lobbing bottles, 

and someone shouted that they were 
trying to get into our building, but I 
couldn’t see that. 
 
When I turned back towards the 
other end of the street, police in riot 
gear were emerging from the vans 
like ants, and heading up the road 
towards the crowd of hippies. The 
street below seemed to explode. I 
noticed an element I hadn’t seen 
before, louder, nastier. There were a 
bunch of skinheads throwing things 
and breaking windows. It was like 
they came out from hidey holes when 
they saw the police coming, ripe and 
ready and up for a fight. The street 
was filled with shouting now, and the 
rushing of the broken hydrant and 
glass being thrown and broken. 

People around me were getting 
twitchy. Someone sent word up 
that the protestors had got into the 
building, but I don’t think any of us 
believed it. Most of the men headed 
downstairs, telling us to stay put. I 
ignored that, and walked with Nick 
back down to the trading floor. I 
wasn’t missing the action. 

When you open the door and walk 
into the trading floor, usually, you’re 
hit by a boom of sound. Today it was 
different; there wasn’t much trading 
going on, though there was still a 
deal of noise. Locals and brokers 
were stood in groups, chatting. There 
was the smell I associate with the 
place, at its worse times, during 
nasty crashes that leave our screens 
sprayed red with the numbers that 

have gone down, so that it looks 
like there’s blood all over the room. 
It’s not an easy scent to pin down; 
sweat, tears, adrenaline, the smell of 
bodies under stress. 

A couple of security guards came 
rushing into the room, shouting at 
us to stay back. Of course, they were 
ignored, and people ran past to find 
out what was happening. There were 
protestors coming up the escalators, 
waving sticks and bottles in the air. 
A couple of the projectiles came our 
way, but most of the invaders kept 
hold of their weapons. The Essex 
boys from the floor were baying 
for a fight, taking it turns to lose it 
and get ready to get stuck in, and 
holding back their mates saying ‘it’s 
not worth it’ and suggesting that 

our visitors ought to buy some soap. 
Close up, the anarchists did look 
unwashed, jagged at the edges. 

Just as they made it to the turnstiles 
and were climbing over, a barrier 
started coming down. It was like 
the metal shutters they pull over 
shop windows at night. Most of the 
protesters were trapped the other 
side, though one or two had come 
through, and there was one poor guy 
trapped under the thing and trying to 
wriggle free. Anarchy suddenly didn’t 
seem such a good idea to the ones 
left on our side and they quietened 
right down and looked at the floor. 
There was lots of ribbing from the 
traders then, and one or two who 
walked right up to the unwashed 
blokes, menacing, but nothing proper 
kicked off.

The building was cleared of 
anarchists and we all went back to 
work. But not for long. The water 
from the burst hydrant was flooding 
the basement so trading was 
suspended. Stop the City, that’d been 
their plan. An early finish would 
normally be a bonus, but we weren’t 
allowed out of the building. We were 
barricaded in until nearly Six O’clock. 
 
When they finally let us out into 
the street, the scene looked like a 
bomb had gone off. Loads of broken 
windows. A car on the forecourt 
of the Mercedes Garage had been 
trashed and there was graffiti 
screaming CAPITALIST PIGS and 
FAT BASTARD CATS from every 
angle. There was this young lad with 
blond dreads pulling down a banner, 
tidying up. Jase had come to meet 
me, and he walked over to him.

‘What the fuck was this all about, 
then?’ he said.

The boy shrugged but Jase pressed 
him.

‘Well it’s about capitalism and all 
that, how it’s bleeding this country 
dry,’ Dreads told us. His voice was 
bought and paid for, Eton or Harrow, 
I’m guessing. 

Jase grimaced at him. ‘Yeah, that’s 
about right. Keep hold-a mum and 
dad’s cash, eh?’ He looked like 
he might do something then, so I 
wrapped my hand under the crook of 
his elbow, gave him a gentle tug to 
move on. He stood giving the boy a 
hard stare first, though.

We were back in work Monday as 
usual. The windows were mended, 
there was a new Mercedes on the 
forecourt. All the graffiti had been 
cleaned away. They hadn’t stopped 
the City, they hadn’t dented it. They 
hadn’t even left a mark.  

Starfishing, published by 
Chatto & Windus, 

is out now, priced £11.99
www.nicolamonaghan.co.uk

Notts author Nicola Monaghan has followed up the critically-acclaimed The 
Killing Jar with Starfishing, a novel about a dangerous liaison in the Square Mile 
of the early nineties. She gave us this bonus extract…
illustration: Kim Thompson



Steve Pinnock  ‘Against The Flow’
The eagerly awaited new solo album

A flaming fusion of acoustic instruments and inspiration gathered from across the 
world, brought to life by Steve’s near legendary old hand guitar technique.

Available now from the Running Horse and all good record stores soon
www.stevepinnock.com          www.runninghorsemusic.co.uk



It is with sadness and regret that last month we lost one of the original 
creators of MHYH, Erick Andersen of Stavanger, Norway, 25. From all at 
Myhouse-Yourhouse, you were our friend and without you we wouldn’t be 
together.  You are sadly missed.
 

Tune into these DJs at www.radio.myhouse-yourhouse.net
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Nuclear Family

Nuclear Family are a local four-piece comprising long-time 
friends Char, Mike, Nima and Rob.   Their songs are an innovative 
confection of styles including pop, folk and dance.  With popular 
demo Volume One out since last summer, this is a rare opportunity 
to see them play a range of new and old tunes before they 
disappear into the studio to record Volumes Two and Three... 

How would you describe your style of music?
Nima: Unfashionably unfashionable.
Rob: It’s easier to say what style it isn’t. 
Mike: My favourite description of our sound is ‘intelligent pop’.

Where is the best place you have played to date?
Mike: A festival in Lincolnshire. I think we appeal most to a relaxed, receptive audience.
Rob: I like playing The Maze and The Orange Tree.
Char: It was fun to play on the mezzanine at The Golden Fleece, looking down on everyone. 
You know what I mean.

What is your favourite sandwich?
Char: Salami, cream cheese and HP fruity sauce.  So wrong but so right…
Mike: Pastrami salad from Cafe Giardino in the Vicky centre. 
Nima: The Fluffernutter; childhood obesity is fun.
Rob: Free ones. They always taste better.

If you could play a gig in any country, where would you play and why? 
Mike: We seem to be strangely popular in Minneapolis. I’d like to go there and see why.
Rob: Nepal. It’s scenic.
Char: Anywhere French-speaking. I’d love to translate our lyrics into French! Or Franglais at least. 
‘En le demi-jour… ma vue, c’est de retour…’

www.myspace.com/nukefam

Alex Traska

How would you describe the music you play?
Accessible shades of records you probably don’t 
know, covering soul, funk, disco, broken beat, 
ninjas, deep house music and more besides.
  
Where is the best place you have played?
A party in the basement of a huge house packed 
wall to wall with people, sweat running down the 
walls, shouting, screaming, laughing, clapping 
and dancing to six hours of energetic house music 
madness.  It beats anything I’ve experienced playing in a club either at home or abroad.
 
Who do you think is the best producer around at the moment?
A guy from Connecticut, USA, called Jus-Ed (who has a show on the station) is 
releasing some really fresh and unusual house music on his own label Underground 
Quality.  It’s in a similar vein to Move D of Warp Records, who also deserves a mention.
 
What is your idea of a perfect Sunday?
Having a cup of Lady Grey tea with a slice of walnut cake in bed whilst reading the 
Sunday Times, especially A A Gills’ restaurant review.  Then knocking up a sausage, 
mustard and barley casserole, whilst listening to any new vinyl purchases. Then curling 
up on the sofa with a bottle of Pinot Noir and my girlfriend to watch a Shane Meadows 
or foreign film on DVD.

Red Rack’em

Where did you start out in music?
I grew up in Fife, Scotland and played in loads of bands until I was 
18. My first DJ gig was playing heavy US hip-hop in Anstruther 
Church Hall in Scotland in 1994.  Unfortunately I blew the system 
with Puerto Rico by Frankie Cutlass.  I was popular that night.

What is your all-time favourite track?
That really is the toughest question!  It’s out of Tribute to the Soul 
We Lost by Moodymann, Life by Pepe Braddock, Got To Get Your 
Own by Reuben Wilson, Goat Stare by Loefah, Find My Way by Quest or 14 Days by Lex.

Who do you reckon are the best up-and-coming artists we should check out? Offshore, FPS, Iken, 
Dogdaze/A Made Up Sound, Jus-Ed and Peverilist. 

Where do you aspire to play?
I just want to play somewhere where the crowd are totally up for it. Anywhere abroad - the crowds are way 
less prejudiced than in the UK.  Ibiza, at a decent night, or somewhere like Germany, Holland, Spain, NZ...

Ravi

How would you describe the music you play?
I play anything really, old soul, new funk, jazz, hip hop, 
dancehall.  I’ll play anything as long as it’s got soul.
 
What are your favourite hangouts in Nottingham?
Broadway, The Alley Cafe, record shops.
 
Who are your biggest influences in music?
Main influences are old soul and funk artists such as 
Stevie Wonder, Curtis Mayfield, Aretha Franklin and Al 
Green.  Isaac Hayes is without doubt my favourite old 
soul artist.  I’ve got a real thing for old fifties and sixties 
gospel music too.  More contemporary influences are 
folk like Antibalas, Breakestra and Coldcut.
 
Drink of choice?
Calvados.

Beane

What do you listen to at home?
Countless radio shows - Benji B and Gilles Peterson, are a must 
every week - dozens of podcasts and online mixes. If I ever get 
the time to I try to sieve through the tonnes of music I get hold 
of but never listen to!

How would you describe the music you play?
Erm.... wonky, weird, wonderful beats, drunk on jazz, overdosing 
on brazilica, while getting slapped round the bonce with some 
serious funky double time drum syncopation.

What is your favourite venue in Nottingham?
I don’t really have one.  It all depends on what kind of tomfoolery I’m getting up to.  Saltwater’s balcony 
for those lovely ladyshape summer sessions, Moog for its house party-style vibes, The Social’s good 
when they stick something soulful on, Rescue Rooms is great for the live stuff and the Lace Market 
chippy for when only a large battered fish will do.

Describe your perfect Sunday
Ooooh...start the day with a big breakfast and catch up on Hollyoaks.  Put on my best pants and then 
march off to one of the infamous Basement Boogaloo Bank Holiday Sunday all-dayers with twelve hours 
of madness dancing outside to barbecued beats. Then to top it all off, a lovely romantic candle-lit dinner 
with a lovely lady in Istanbul Kebabs... preferably a window seat.

Yunioshi

Yunioshi are a Nottingham based band who 
got together a couple of years ago. With 
their first gig of the year taking place in 
London they now look forward to showing 
the people of Iceland what they are all about 
in a forthcoming gig in April. With a quirky 
combination of sounds they have managed 
to drum up a lot of interest. We put a few 
questions to them...

Who are your main musical influences?
Rob: For me it’s Fonda 500, Beck and Cornelius for their experimental tinkerings but Serge 
Gainsbourg and the fantastic world of French-fired pop circa the sixties for melodies, 
beats, tales and words of wisdom.
Anna: Ladies who have magical voices and amazing songs like Feist and Cat Power.
Jim: This week Motown and the Meters.

Where is the best place you have played to date?
Anna: The Orange Tree on New Years Eve.
Rob: We haven’t played there yet but I know it’s going to be Maida Vale studios. We’ve 
been asked to record a session down there for Radio One and Dean Jackson’s Beat show 
up here in Nottingham.
Jim: I’d still say the Social, but it might well change to Maida Vale at the end of this month.

What’s your favourite track in the charts at the moment?
Jim: Rockstar by Nickelback is certainly memorable. Just by Mark Ronson is at 36 for 
some reason, so I’ll have that, despite it being two years old.
Rob: Tell me you don’t actually like Rockstar?
Anna: I’m bad at this, not even sure who’s in the charts.

www.myspace.com/yunioshi  

For those that haven’t heard, Myhouse-Yourhouse is a Nottingham based 
underground house and eclectic online radio station.  Since starting up, 
the station has built up a solid reputation amongst the underground house 
community. Prior to their forthcoming gig at April’s LeftLion Presents, 
we’ve persuaded four of the resident DJs to answer a few questions...

LEFTLION PRESENTS...
MYHOUSE-YOURHOUSE

SATURDAY APRIL 5 ∙ THE ORANGE TREE ∙ 8PM-MIDNIGHT
38 SHAKESPEARE ST, NG1 4FQ. FREE.

LEFTLION PRESENTS... YUNIOSHI & NUCLEAR FAMILY
SATURDAY MAY 3 ∙ THE ORANGE TREE ∙ 8PM-MIDNIGHT ∙ 38 SHAKESPEARE ST, NG1 4FQ. FREE.





Something That I’ll 
Never Really See
Contemporary Photography
from the V&A

Saturday 3 May - Sunday 15 June 2008
Gallery open 10am - 5pm

Nottingham Castle
Off Maid Marian Way
Nottingham, NG1 6EL

www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/enjoy
0115 915 3700

Guided tour: Martin Barnes, Senior Curator of Photographs
at the Victoria and Albert Museum will talk about the
exhibition on Wednesday 14 May, at 2pm. Free admission.

Exhibition organised by the V&A, London

Image overleaf: Huang Yan; Plum from the series Face, 2004 © Courtesy of the artist / Victoria and Albert Museum, London

Something That I’ll 
Never Really See

FLOCK
BA (Hons) Textile Design

Degree Show 08

5th June - Industry Preview*

6th June - Private View*

7th - 12th June - Open to Public
10am - 4:30pm daily

*invitation only

*invitation only

New Designers Stand T3

Bonington Gallery, Shakespeare Street, Nottingham NG1 4GG
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What is Words On Your Street?
Quite simply, it’s a new poem. The aim of WritiN was to create 
a new Nottingham poem, written by young people, about their 
Nottingham. It was a chain poem, created over a period of three 
weeks by many unheard young voices across Nottingham.

Where did you get the idea for the project? 
When I started at Creative Room, which is part of the Youth 
Service of the City Council, I was blown away by the legacy that 
stood before me. There was a multitude of interesting projects 
that had preceded me, and one that stood out was a two-year 
project called ‘Words on Your Street’. 

So you took over the project?
Well, I was over the moon when I was asked to manage and 
revive this project, and instantly my mind began churning out 
ideas of how to get the city creative again. One of the necessities 
was to create a publication of the many pieces that created the 
original project which was released on Friday March 28th at the 
Council House. But it is so much more than just a book launch; 
it’s the fulcrum of many creative titbits that preceded the event.  

Such as?
Well, there’s so many to choose from. An ICON photography 
exhibition, creative writing during half-term and a TXTIN event. 
The poetry produced at the workshops was showcased on 
banners, billboards, stands, trams and buses. 

Have you worked on projects like 
this before? 

I have worked on many projects 
with young people over the 

years, but none as visionary 
or as youth-led as this.  

Why is the project important for Nottingham?
The project is truly important on many levels.  It’s about 
Nottingham - important in itself - and it’s about young people, 
which is equally thrilling. To make sure we could maximise 
WritiNs’ impact I came up with a series of working objectives. 
I was very aware that, like Nottingham itself, there is a stigma 
attached to some of the young people here, displaying itself in 
negativity. I wanted to challenge this, to nurture these minds to 
achieve. So this project aimed to encourage young people to be 
creative - and more importantly, give them a voice. 

What type of poem is it? 
It’s a chain poem in homage to Nottingham. The idea being that 
many different young voices are heard in a creative and eclectic 
manner. Each verse was written by a different youth group, from a 
different area of the city. The final line of each of these verses was 
then given to the next group, with the hope of inspiring the next 
verse. Rosie Gardner and ‘Popx’ Baker had the unenviable task of 
giving these fractured expressions unity and cohesion.  

Can you tell us more about the sessions?
The sessions were all under three hours long. None of the 
workshops were strained or forced upon participants. They 
were free to write what they wanted and were encouraged to be 
open about their feelings. The only real pressure was meeting 
deadlines, that being getting the verse, or six lines, finished by 
the end of the session. But we - they - did it. 

How did the kids react to the sessions?
As the sessions were hosted at the specific bases of the groups, 
they felt safe and comfortable in a familiar environment. The 
perfect conditions to get the creative juices flowing. We then 
issued contributors with a WOYS notebook and pen to encourage 
them to keep being creative beyond the sessions.

Will it be read as a whole in public?
There is no ‘performance’, so to 
speak, at the moment, 

apart from 

the official unveiling at the Council House. The important thing 
was for the contributors to read it out as a team and finally meet 
each other. 

How did you choose the themes and locations for the poem?
I wanted a great cross-section of the city.  That was the only fair 
way to create a diverse and inclusive piece.  I knew I couldn’t 
go everywhere or get everyone involved, so I decided to follow 
the path of the original project and work with people at the 
City Hospital, the refugees at Castle College and the Deaf 
Youth club. But I also wanted to look at the city demographics, 
so I chose a youth provision from the North, Centre and South 
of the City and added them to the pot. I then looked at the 
other underrepresented areas and felt the homeless and LGBT 
communities needed to be included. And so these groups make 
up eight areas and eight verses. 

So what is Nottingham to you?
Nottingham is home to me. Ok, I’ve only been here three 
years but it felt ‘right’ from the moment I arrived. Although 
Nottingham has a ‘reputation’ and statistics are freely quoted, I 
still feel safe, and a place that makes me feel safe is somewhere 
I intend to stay. I love the history, the architecture, the culture 
and the nightlight. It’s a great city, but not so big that you feel 
overwhelmed. That’s why I think many people connect with the 
place. I can see the efforts the City Council are putting towards 
creating a new identity and I like feeling part of that, part of the 
history, part of a unit. That is why I am so passionate about this 
project.  
 
Is the poem about Nottingham in the past or present? 

I never stipulated about its context, but I 
can assure you it’s about the past, present 
and future.  I encouraged the artists, Rosie 
Garner and Popx Baker, to simply address 
‘Nottingham’ with the young people they 
worked with. Typical themes included; their 
experiences, what they liked about the city, 
their dreams, changes, how Nottingham 
affects their lives. Everything and anything.

And your hopes for the poem?
At the end of the day, it’s about and for 
Nottingham as a city, as a community, 
so my dream is that it reaches every 
neighbour, as it’s meant for every 
neighbour.

The Ode General

Gareth P Dicks is an infectious young man. Driven by an almost inhuman enthusiasm, 
he has been placed in charge of the WritiN Words on your Street project, a project which 
follows in the tradition of other collaborative multi-authored projects such as Trace. Group 
sessions were held under the supervision of Rosie Gardner and former graffiti artist Richard 
‘Popx’ Baker, who, when not winning awards for his art, has worked tirelessly with the 
communities of Radford and Hyson Green…    words: James Walker
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ONCE AGAIN BACK 
IS THE INCREDIBLE 
RHYME ANIMAL

Do you remember the first time you played Nottingham in 1987?
Rock City? It was the night we were wondering what we were going to 
put in the set, and we decided to play this acetate of a jam we made for 
the first time. We didn’t know whether to play it or not, but a girlfriend 
in America told me over the phone that it was on a soundtrack album 
back there, and selling well. And we were like, that record? Because 
we didn’t think too much of it. So we decided to play it first, because we 
knew the crowd were gonna be hype regardless, so you know you can’t 
lose anyway. And the name of the song was Bring The Noise. And the 
Nottingham crowd went bonkers. And we was like, oh, shit!

That tour was amazing. Wasn’t it the one where LL Cool J humped a 
sofa during I Need Love, and he got booed off in Brixton?
Yeah. Well, it worked for him in the United States, because that was 
a big record there. His audience in America was those teenage black 
girls; when we did the tour in America, out of 15,000 people, 10,000 of 
them would be screaming at LL, and we’d seen him do that thing with 
the couch all summer long. As a matter of fact, it was the peak moment 
of the whole show. But in Britain, there was a completely different 
dynamic. Two different crowds, you’d say... (laughs)

As the most fiercely pro-black group in Rap, were you surprised at 
how many white kids were in the audience at Rock City?
No. I knew I was coming to Britain, and I knew that after playing to 
twenty thouosand black kids in America, the UK wasn’t going to give 
us that kind of numbers.  When we first played Britain, I didn’t expect 
anything, and got what I kind of expected.

So, Nation of Millions. Why do you think it stands up so well after 
twenty years, while other LPs of the era have dated?
Because we delved into different things on Nation. Speed was the main 
thing; we tempoed hip-hop up. You can never really go wrong with a 
fast tempo. And the topics we covered are as relevant today as they 
were then - only some of the names have changed. It was a benchmark 
album because of the arrangements put together by Hank Shocklee and 
the Bomb Squad. What we did then was almost like the Beatles with 
Sergeant Pepper, I guess.

How did it feel when you sat back and heard the playback of Rebel 
Without A Pause for the first time? 
What I can really remember about that is trying to get the vocals right. 
The first day I recorded the vocals, I felt that I didn’t cut it right. I had to 
go in the next day, and tried a different breathing technique, and really 
hammered at it. And when I heard it back, I knew we had something.

You helped pioneer the link between hip-hop and rock more than 
anyone else. Which of the two gives you more respect?
The rock world is definitely more organised. Definitely.  The hip-hop 
world is more scatterbrained, and really doesn’t take care of itself as 
much as it should. And that’s problematic. People think hip-hop is 
bigger than ever, but we can’t name any female rap groups anymore. 
I remember a time when you had the She-Rockers, the Wee Papa Girl 
Rappers, and now that doesn’t exist. We don’t even have any female 
producers. So I’m like saying that’s a terrible drop-off. There’s a lot of 
things in rap music and hip-hop that need to step up - the organisation, 
the administration…it just needs to get away from that bubblegum 
mentality.

You used to say that hip-hop was the black CNN. Do you think it’s 
become the black QVC?
I wouldn’t say that. What’s happened is the record companies have all 
but crumbled. Now there’s a whole bunch of independent situations 
that are getting ready to make their mark now.

But there seems to be less message and more reeling off of labels 
these days.
…But other areas of other music have the same problem. I mean, Kurt 
Cobain had a lot of things to say, but when he passed away a lot of rock 
groups went in another direction. So the rock arena isn’t really strong on 

message at the moment either. What it is strong on is live 
performance, while the hip-hop arena is so weak on that 
front at the moment.

You were one of the few hip-hop crews who 
actually made an effort with the stage show back 
in the day…
Yeah. Well, the speed of our records dictated 
that fact. You had to be in top shape to 
do those tunes. A lot of work went 
into the show because we knew our 
music wasn’t going to be accepted 
at first by fans and foes alike, 
so we had to come up with a 
stage show that was totally 
off the charts, so to speak.

What do you think is 
gonna happen with Barack 
Obama?
He’s gonna get a good run 
at it. But we should be 
realistic; whoever is the 
next President of the United 
States won’t serve poor 
people and black people first. 
And whoever is President next 
time is really gonna be tested 
on their foreign policy. Most 
Americans are poor on Geography 
and History, so with that lack of 
knowledge it’s gonna be really difficult 
for anyone to make significant changes 
overnight. 

Why did we hear so little from all the Muslim 
and Five Percent Nation-affiliated rappers after 
9/11?
Because it was pretty much a mid-eighties, New 
York thing. Five Percenters didn’t really exist in 
other parts of the United States as much. And 
when other parts of the US developed rap styles, 
people from the next generation in New York 
followed them and emphasised it less.

Do you still believe in Separatism?
I’ve always believed in separate development, 
because if you don’t know yourself and who you are and how you’re 
looked at not only in the country but in the world, you can’t develop a 
defence to fight off attacks that scrutinise you based on your character.

How do you see the race issue in Britain, compared to America?
Well, the UK is an island. And it’s a small island. So when you see a 
large influx of black folks moving in from the Caribbean, you’re gonna 
see some tensions based on social classification. The UK has these rules 
and laws to keep people from filling up the island, so the majority is 
always gonna be white.

What did you think when Flavor Flav started his reality show binge?
I just thought, y’know… that’s Flavor. If he was doing college lectures, 
people wouldn’t take him serious. He does what he does, you know. I 
expected craziness out of him - I just didn’t expect that people would 
flock to him like they did - corporations, producers and such. I’ve always 
said to him “Hey, whatever you’re doing, do it well, and work at it.” And 
he has.

But did your hands slide down your face when you saw it at any 
point?
Well, I only really catch it here and there on VH1. You can’t really miss it 

here. 
You’re 
bound to 
catch it one 
way or another. But 
I don’t really care for his 
producers too much.
 
You’re one of the few rappers from back in the 
day who is still busting it in their forties. Did you expect to still 
have a career in 2008?
Well, if I was doing this on my own, I wouldn’t be doing it now. The 
thing that makes it worth the while is having Public Enemy as a team. 
When Terminator X was replaced by DJ Lord, I think we morphed into 
a different performance act, and added a band element to the set-up. 
When we do this tour, I think we’re gonna strip it right down to the bare 
elements and revisit what we used to do. The band we use gives us 
great flexibility, but this time it’s gonna be a throwback - in good and 
bad ways.

Alright, talk to me about the future of Public Enemy…
Well, we’re the Rolling Stones of the rap game. And I think the most 
significant thing about when we played Nottingham in ’87 was that it 

was the 
beginning 

of the 
reversal of the 

British Invasion, 
which happened in ’64. 

The beautiful thing about 
Public Enemy is that it’s a good 

prototype for anybody starting in 
the rap game to follow. But you’ve gotta 

be original. And, y’know, musicians never stop 
making music. We’ll continue to make music and tour, but 

at a pace that is more part-time than full-time.

Have you anything else you want to say to LeftLion readers?
Yeah, big shout to my man Joshfam - he’s been our main guy on the 
publicenemy.com board for so long, and one of our strongest friends, 
and he’s from Nottingham. And to the people of Nottingham, I wanna 
tell them that we’re gonna try to turn back the clock when we get 
there…

Thanks for your time, Chuck. Much appreciated.
That’s OK, man. Cheers, as you say over there. Peace.

Public Enemy play Rock City on Wednesday May 28
www.publicenemy.com

The mighty Public Enemy are coming to town to reprise one of the 
best gigs ever seen at Rock City, and cranking out the seminal 
It Takes A Nation Of Millions To Hold Us Back - one of the 
greatest albums ever - in its entirety. Chuck D, Public 
Enemy #1 himself, saw our tape recorder and he 
grabbed it. And we let him. words: Al Needham  

illustration: Lewis Heriz

“Th e Nottingham crowd went bonkers. 
And we was like, oh, shit!”  Chuck D.

“ PUBLIC ENEMY NO.1 IN NADDINGHAM!

Al Needham goes back - way back - to the first time the 
Enemy played Rock City...

Everyone who is serious about music has that band; the group that you catch onto very early 
and end up following like a football team, who make you go to Selectadisc first thing on Monday 
morning when they’ve got something new out, which you then run home with and play to death. 
For me, that band was Public Enemy. Just reading an interview with Chuck D in the NME was 
enough to make me get Yo! Bum Rush The Show on import, and I was hooked.

To my mind, Public Enemy were the most perfect band to come into existence during my time on 
earth. Chuck D: Voice of God. Flavor Flav: Musical genius masquerading as a batchy bogger in 
a top hat. Terminator X: Brick shithouse who said nowt with his mouth and everything with his 
hands. The S1Ws: The Temptations with Uzis. I remember being in the refectory at Clarendon 
hearing Rebel Without A Pause for the first time ever, on a tape some lad had given my sister, and 
it shook me so hard I shot out of my chair and stood bolt upright as if someone had tazered my 
arse. No-one had ever made music that was so joyously scary, and no music had ever made me 
think so hard about politics. When Chuck D announced that he was a supporter of Chesimard, I 
was straight off to the library to find out who he was going on about.

So, when I found out that they were playing Rock City in November ’87 (along with LL Cool J and 
Eric B & Rakim - how’s that for a line-up?), I was in two minds about the gig. Naturally, I pegged 
it to Selectadisc for a ticket. I was, however, shitting myself. I was (and still am) the whitest white 
person in Nottingham, and Public Enemy were (and still are) the blackest rap group on the planet, 
and not shy in pointing that out. Some people go to see their favourite bands for the first time 
worrying if they’re going to actually like them or not. I was mithering over whether the band were 
going to like me.

Of course, when I got there, 60% of the audience were white. Sucky me. Rock City had billed the 
event as a house/hip-hop all-dayer (hence the appearance of people trying to flog Goose Fair 
whistles with rasta-coloured ribbons), but luckily all the bicycle short-wearing shit had been got 
out of the way early. First up was a DJ called 2000 Aydee, who very quickly fell under the snobbery 
of the scene at the time. He was black, but wasn’t from America, so the crowd were waiting for 
him to fuck up: he did, and they lost interest. Then we all had a good laugh when the PA requested 
that a group of Southwell lads who had dared to hear the voice of black revolutionary struggle 
show themselves, as their Dads were all outside in Volvos demanding that they come out now, and 
the show wouldn’t continue until they did. 

Next up, LL Cool J. Six months earlier, he would have been a headliner in his own right, but I Need 
Love was way too girly for us hardcore street dons from Top Valley and Carlton, so he got a cooler 
reception. After already being bottled off in Brixton for nobbing a sofa, he was a bit subdued, 
spending most of the time gawking at some blonde girl who he sat on the side of the stage and 
pissed off with soon afterwards. Then came Eric B and Rakim, who is still thought of by many as 
the greatest MC ever. All I remember is the bass being so heavy that it pushed everyone back three 
yards. Next thing I knew, there was a massive crowd-swell behind me. I looked round, expecting 
a fight. OH MY GOD, IT’S CHUCK D! IN THE MIDDLE OF ROCK CITY! WALKING ABOUT LIKE A 
NORMAL HUMAN BEING!

I quickly pushed my way through, slid around his massive security guard (who, I realised too late 
was Terminator X - bollocks!) and stuck my hand out. “Alright, Chuck?” I blurted out (immediately 
regretting it, and hoping that he hadn’t seen Surprise Surprise or Blind Date while he was in 
England). He shook my hand, and I whipped off my Adidas basketball hi-top and asked him to sign 
it. He did: ‘TO AL - PEACE - CHUCK D’ with a dashed-off PE logo. I shall be buried with it on my 
right foot, trust me.

When they actually came on, with all the sirens and 
shouting that you hear at the beginning of It Takes A 
Nation Of Millions, and went into Bring The Noise, I 
swear that Rock City actually jumped ten feet down 
the road. I had never seen a crowd kick off like that 
before, and still haven’t. We didn’t know that it was 
the first time they had ever performed it live. And 
they were fucking outstanding. With the possible 
exception of Big Daddy Kane, I’ve never seen rappers 
work their arses off as hard as they did. By the end, 
while Flavor was bellowing “PUBLIC ENEMY NO.1 
IN MANSFIELD!” I was a convert for life. Naturally, 
I went to the gig they did in ’88, when they were 
the undisputed best band in the world (and I got 
a Nation of Millions T-shirt that my Mam always 
said was really nice, even though it consisted of 
several large American lads with sub-machine 
guns), but the first gig was probably the best I’ve 
ever seen. I hope them lads from Southwell don’t 
miss out this time. 

PUBLIC ENEMY NO.1 IN MANSFIELD!”
PUBLIC ENEMY NO.1 IN LEICESTER!

PUBLIC ENEMY NO.1 IN DERBY! 

it. He did: ‘TO AL - PEACE - CHUCK D’ with a dashed-off PE logo. I shall be buried with it on my 
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Kat Wojcik

What area of the arts do you 
work in?
Sculpture, installation, sound, 
curating and writing.
Tell me your artistic concept in 
one line.
Expressing the qualities of sound 
through making.
Best creative tool?
Working alongside other people.
Best thing about the Nottingham 
art community?
It’s small enough to get to know 
people and make stuff happen.
Top tip for upcoming artists?
Pimp yourself out as much as you 
can and don’t turn down opportu-
nities.
Are you an insider or outsider?
I think a bit of both. If I am in a mood, outsider, as people generally steer clear!!
Favourite quote?
“Yippee-ki-yay, mother fucker” (Bruce Willis in Die Hard)
Hardest thing about doing art?
There are no rules, no wrong or right ways of doing things, so sometimes you feel totally lost and con-
fused.
What are you thoughts on art school?
Really good, it’s been amazing to be able to do what I love for three years.
Worst job?
Checkout at Somerfield, I really hated that job!
What funds your art?
Nothing! I do everything for free at the moment. Money would be awesome but I don’t think that’s the 
point.
What art book would you recommend?
Audio Culture by Christopher Cox and Daniel Warner.  It has loads of short essays on sound art from the 
Futurists to William Burroughs and Brian Eno.
Current activity?
The NTU Fine Art Degree Show: private view is 6th June.

wojcik.katharine@googlemail.com

Matthew Chesney 

What area of the arts do 
you work in? 
Fine art.
Tell me your artistic con-
cept.
I produce durable, expe-
riential environments, 
combining the real with the 
virtual, often dislocating the 
audience from their everyday 
situations. 
Best creative tool?
Drawing – on site and con-
text (drawing being a mode 
of investigation, recording/
registering.)
What makes you an artist?
Being creative and developing my thought and work process with integrity.
Most influential artist?
John Wall.
Top tip for upcoming artists?
Most things have been done before. Find the currents within your work and follow them.
Where in Nottingham would you convert into an art space?
The rather austere but impressive Great Northern warehouse, a listed structure. 
Best way to start the day?
With some green tea.
Best way to end the day?
With a dream.
Hardest thing about doing art?
Being objective about your own work. For me it would be the synthesis of complex ideas.
What are you thoughts on art school?
It should be like a laboratory for experimentation and definition of your practice.
Worst job?
Washing cars and stocking up Britvics when I was 14 at a local pub.
What exhibition would you recommend checking out?
Double Agent at the ICA, London.
What art book would you recommend?
Noise, Water, Meat by Douglas Kahn 

 mat_ches2@yahoo.co.uk

Shaun Belcher aka Moogee the 
art dog and Trailer Star

What area of the arts do you 
work in?
I paint, write, sing and scribble. 
Tell me your artistic concept in 
one line.
Generalist.
Best creative tool?
Harmony H62 Semi and a pencil.
Most influential artist?
Tarkovsky/Raymond Carver/Lu-
cinda Williams/Philip Guston.
Top tip for upcoming artists?
Have a trust fund.
What in Nottingham would you 
convert into an art space?
The Council House.
You are standing in as The Mayor of Nottingham. What is top of your agenda?
Education, starting with the Council.
What happened to you today?
An earthquake.
Favourite quote?
“The trouble with being poor is that it takes up all your time” - Willem de Kooning
What would you state from the speakers corner in Market Square?
WOOF!
Hardest thing about doing art?
Concentrating.
Worst job?
Washing irradiated mouse turds out of plastic containers in a nuclear research laboratory.
What funds your art?
An angel.
What art book would you recommend?
Beyond the Crisis in Art by Peter Fuller.
Current activity?
‘Drawing’ at Bonington Gallery, Trent University, 21 April – 10 May
‘Connect 2008’ at The Collection, Lincoln, 26 April – 29 May
’Suit of Nettles’ CD on Trailerstar Records released May 1st

http://www.shaunbelcher.com

Alex Fowkes/Pone

What area of the arts do you work 
in?
Graphic design, illustration and 
skateboarding.
Tell me your artistic concept in 
one line. 
Doodle on anything that stays still 
long enough!
Most influential designer?
Gavin Strange, the man behind 
Jam Factory.
Top tip for upcoming artists?
Draw everything, never throw anything away, and always write down your ideas even if it has to be on 
any part of your body!
What artist would you exhibit with?
I am currently showing with Jam Factory, Mr Jago, Rich T, Sums, Orco, Waste, Klingatron. I would also 
add a few to that list: people like Guy McKinley, David Lanham, 45 rpm, Copyright, Twiy, Mister Shrew, 
Jawa, Hicks. It goes on!
Where in Nottingham would you convert into an art space?
All Saints, for sure.  That building is amazing!
Favourite quote?
“It’s not how good you are, it’s how good you want to be” Paul Arden
What are your thoughts on art school?
I think they are good, but they have to allow the students to develop themselves rather than moulding 
them into what they feel they should become.
What funds your art?
Anything I can beg, steal or borrow.
What exhibition would you recommend checking out?
Xynthetic Carbon and Chemicals mini art tour coming to Nottingham from 21 to 29 March, then in Bris-
tol from 4 April to 2 May.
What art book would you recommend?
Street Sketchbook.  Seeing early sketches of artists’ work is so much more interesting!
Current activity?
Xynthetic art tour, www.xynthetic.co.uk. Check Flickr also for my clothing label.

www.flickr.com/photos/pone_

Page Design by Ian Jones
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If you’ve got a brain and would like the opportunity to kill it with alcohol, the 
LeftLion Pub Quiz at the Golden Fleece on Mansfield Road is where you should be 
every Wednesday, round about 9pm. But come earlier, because it gets rammed out 
dead quick. We give a gallon of beer to the winning team, the quizmaster’s Nana 
gets on her Bontempi organ for a few tunes, and the Fish Man comes round when he 
feels like it. Here’s a sample of what we’ve been asking recently..

ALAN SILLITOE
1. How old is Alan Sillitoe?
2.  Which Alan Sillitoe story has Colin Smith as its central 

character? 
3.  Other than the UK, which European country has Alan Sillitoe 

written about more than any other? 
4.  In the film Saturday Night and Sunday Morning, what football 

team does Arthur Seaton have on his bedroom wall?
5.  In which country did Alan Sillitoe write Saturday Night and 

Sunday Morning?

FOOD & DRINK
6. What meat would be cooking if you were preparing lardons?
7.  The world-bestselling book about masculinity was called Real 

Men Don’t Eat…what?
8.  What is the non-alcoholic ingredient of a Brandy Alexander 

cocktail?
9.  Which local brewery started first - Mansfield Brewery, 

Shipstones, or Home Ales?
10. Which country invented Baklava pastry?

FILM QUOTES
11. “Oh, what a world! What a world.”

12. “Mustapha Leek!”
13.  “I speak over two thousand languages, including Dodo and 

Unicorn. I had a classical education.”
14.  “Do not concentrate on the finger or you will miss all that 

heavenly glory.”
15. “The Power of Christ compels you.”

ANIMAL MAGIC
16.  Apart from humans, there are two types of animal who have 

sex for a doss instead of just procreation. Name one of them.
17.  What’s the animal related name of London’s professional 

rugby union team?
18. In the cartoon series Top Cat, what colour is Benny?
19.  What animal in Alice In Wonderland is always chuffing on a 

hookah?
20. Name one of Roland Rat’s best mates.
 

BANDS BY THEIR FIRST NAMES
21. Rick, Paul, Bruce
22.  Joanne, Phil, Susan
23. Phil, Ed, Jonny, Thom, Colin
24. Paul, David, Adam, Larry
25. Nick, Matt, Jamie, Alex

SPONSORSHIP
26. What bank sponsors Man United? 
27. Which electrical company sponsors Chelsea? 
28. Which crisis-hit brand sponsors Newcastle United?
29. What charity sponsors Barcelona?
30.  Notts County is sponsored by Medoc. What do Medoc 

actually do?

ANSWERS:
1. 80  2, The Lonlieness Of The Long Distance Runner  3. Russia  
4. Notts County  5. Spain  6. Bacon  7, Quiche  8. Cream  9. 
Shipstones  10. Turkey  11. Wizard of Oz  12. Carry On Up The 
Khyber  13. Doctor Doolittle  14. Enter The Dragon  15. The 
Exorcist  16. Dolphins & Bonobo Monkeys 17. Wasps  18. Blue  
19. Caterpillar  20. Errol the Hamster and Kevin the Gerbil  21, 
The Jam  22. The Human League  23. Radiohead  24. U2  25. The 
Arctic Monkeys  26. AIG  27. Samsung  28. Northern Rock  29. 
UNICEF  30. Make software

Sorry, I Don’t Speak Geek is brought to you in association with The Stone Soup Project. www.thestonesoupproject.com

I’m thinking of moving my record collection to my 
computer.  What’s the best way to go about it?First off, you need to get your turntable hooked up to your 

PC.  If your turntable is connected to a Hi-Fi, amplifier or 

DJ mixer with an audio output, you can simply connect 
this output to the line-in of your PC’s sound card.  
Alternatively you could buy a USB adapter to directly join 

your turntable to the PC, or even buy a USB turntable.  
While adapters can be cheap, they will vary in quality. 
USB turntables can be expensive; do some research 
before you buy.

Once connected, you will need a program to record the 
audio and convert it to mp3.  If you don’t have something 

already, you could try a free program such as Audacity.  
And remember when recording to check that your input 

signal is loud enough, but not peaking.

I’m spending some time abroad soon and want something that plays music and which I can download photos and documents onto while I’m travelling.  Any recommendations?
Well, this is a toughie.  While iPods certainly have their place, the fact that you’re tied to a single iTunes library means that if you want to leave your laptop at home you might find yourself singing along to the same songs for months.  These days the choice you’re left with is either a small, Flash-based player or a bulky hard-drive ‘media centre’.  If you’re travelling I’d recommend the former as they’re lighter, tougher and the battery lasts longer, but you might find space limited.  Help is at hand though - the new iRiver E100 features a micro SD card slot, so if you find yourself running out of space, simply buy a new SD card and Bob’s your uncle.

Why is everyone banging on about Mozilla Firefox?  
Is it that much better than Internet Explorer?Yes!  It’s Freeware for a start, and anything that sticks 

it to The Man is good in our book!  Apart from that 
there are many reasons to opt for Firefox.  Because it’s 
open source programming, there are many extremely 
handy third party plug-ins.  Download Helper, for 
example, will allow you to capture streaming media 
files (from YouTube or Last FM) and save them to 
your computer.  You can also search Google directly 
from the browser window without having to navigate 
to Google’s website to do it.  Overall, it gives you 
far better security from spyware and phishing and 
prevents many of those annoying pop-ups.

If you have questions about technology, audio, video, photography, computers or indeed anything else, let the geeks know by emailing geek@leftlion.co.uk. All questions will be answered and a selection of them will be printed in this magazine…

Sorry, I Don’t Speak Geekin association with The Stone Soup Project. www.thestonesoupproject.com
Thanks to Rich Hemsley, Neil Wells and Colin Bradley for this issue’s answers.



Nottingham’s best kept secret.

We present the best live music and djs around and we also want to unmask talent. 
There is a choice of different areas within the venue to relax, drink, dance or just 
venture down into the caves. The Loggerheads is also available for private parties. 
Accommodation is also available from £12 per night.

59 Cliff Road, Nottingham NG1 1GT Tel:0115 9500086 www.theloggerheads.co.uk
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So what have you been up to? 
So far, I’ve been booking acts, organising the Radio 1 hook-up 
- they’ll be broadcasting the Detonate room - liaising with the 
other promoters involved, sorting out the promotion, and losing 
sleep about the cost of it all. I’ll also be DJing at it. I usually start 
thinking about each festival from the October of the year before.  
  
What was the driving force to make it an annual event?
The success of the first one meant we had to make it annual. 
The response to both years from artists and punters has been 
amazing. Goldie reckoned last year’s event was the best gig he’s 
played in the UK for five years!  
 
What’s been the standout performance so far? 
I’m usually rushing about, so I don’t catch that much of any one 
act. Although last year I thought Imperial Leisure were great, 
Goldie was firing, and The Bug put on a good show.  I’m always 
confident that if we’ve got the best people in each genre on the 
line-up, then the atmosphere is always really good - so it makes 
for pretty good performances.  
 
Is working with so many promoters as much of a nightmare as 
it sounds? 
It’s pretty easy, really. We only get good promoters on board and 
Kath Pyer takes care of the bookings, contracts, riders etc from 
an early stage. It was quite difficult the first year, because other 
promoters took more of a role in the bookings. A promoter who’s 
not famous for being organised managed to book their headline 
artist for the day before! 
 
Who was the biggest ball-ache to deal with?
Generally all US hip-hop acts are a nightmare. I guess Big Daddy 
Kane was the biggest - ‘cos he didn’t get on his flight and then it 
took eighteen months to recover the deposit. US hip-hop acts also 
tend to have ridiculous riders. A large box of condoms is a pretty 
common request. 

Who are you looking forward to this year? 
Loads of people, although I doubt I’ll get to see them. There are 
quite a few big names who’ve never played in Nottingham before 
- RZA, Diplo, Jesse Rose. DJ Derek is definitely worth checking 
in the Highness Room, as is Riz MC who’s a late addition to the 

Dollop room. I’m expecting the dubstep room to be really good 
this year - there’s such a buzz around that sound at the moment. 
I’d have difficulty leaving the DnB room if I was there as a punter, 
though. 
 
Thought about doing an outdoor festival in Notts?
Yeah, but there are so many restrictions in the UK now. I stage-
managed the Scratch Perverts tent at last year’s Creamfields and 
had to keep telling Mark Ronson he couldn’t smoke; I felt like a 
proper jobsworth. We’re planning some more big events which 
I’m sure you’ll hear about soon. Keep checking the website and 
join the Facebook group.

Anything else we need to know?
We’re expecting to sell out quickly, so get yourself onto the website 
or text DETONATE to 82500 to get your tickets locked down.

Detonate Indoor Festival, 
Rock City/Stealth/Rescue Rooms, 

Sunday May 4, 8pm-6am. £26
www.detonate1.co.uk    

PRIMED AND READY
Detonate’s third indoor festival is GO!
To our mind, spring doesn’t officially start until Detonate take control of the Rock City-Stealth-
Rescue Rooms triangle for their gargantuan Mayday Bank Holiday indoor festival. This year’s 
session - hosted in conjunction with local promoters Spectrum, Camouflage, Dollop, Fresh 
Out Of Death, Futureproof, Wigflex, Product, Engine and Hoodoo - is spread over eight 
stages. That’s a lot of tunage to force into ten hours.

Naturally, the line-up oozes quality from front to back, and picking out highlights is a bastard 
of a job. But seeing as you’ve twisted our arms, we’ll mention Roots Manuva, Shy FX, Annie 
Mac, Scratch Perverts, Roni Size, Diplo, Skream, and The RZA, who will be slapping the 
mask on and taking to the stage as distinctly un-right-on alter ego, Bobby Digital. Still, you’ve 
got ten hours to pick your way through fifty acts, so there’s no need to go mad, is there? 
Actually, there is - this is one of the major dance highlights of the year, and we managed to 
grab James Busby - one of the organisers - for a very brief word…

Here at LeftLion we always try to let you 
know all the good, bad and ugly stuff going 
on across the city - it’s a major reason we 
came into existence, in fact - and, as always, 
there’s bleddy loads to do in Notts over the 
next couple of months.  The perfect time, 
then, to revamp our listings section to give 
more detail, more events, and a more in-
formed opinion on where you ought to be 
spending your time, and where we’d be go-
ing if we didn’t have to spend half our life 
putting this section together.

Hopefully, it should be even easier to clock at 
a glance what’s happening where and when 
- so you’ll have no excuse for staying in and 
missing out, unless you’re skint (and even 
then we’ve listed loads of free stuff).  From 
gigs and exhibitions to live performance and 
simple outdoorsy goodness, it’s all here and 
it’s all good. 

PG 27 ∙ GIGS
From massive bands at the Arena 
to the interesting juxtaposition of 
Smoke Fags and Cancer Bats

PG 31 ∙ WEEKLIES
All the regular events here, plus the 
return of the Nottingham Bar and 
Club Awards...

PG 32 ∙ ART
Digital doodlings in Southwell, NTU’s 
annual photography show, and eve-
rything in between

PG 33 ∙ COMEDY
A full round-up of the local stand-up  
scene for the next two months

PG 34 ∙ THEATRE
A complete board-treading break-
down from the Playhouse, Theatre 
Royal and Lakeside 

For even more listings, check our 
regularly updated online section 
at leftlion.co.uk/listings.
 
And if it’s still not, and it’s your event, 
you’re invited to help us spread the 
word by aiming your browser at 
leftlion.co.uk/add.



West End Noise
New record shop in town? Ooh, yes please…

If there are two things LeftLion loves to distraction, it’s proper vinyl and 
the gloriously ramshackle knick-knack alley otherwise known as the West 
End Arcade. So we’re delighted to announce the arrival of Digital Storm, 
a collaboration between two local soundsystems; the now-legendary Desert 
Storm and Urban Dekay, the chaps behind local breakcore night Lobotomy. 
If you were on the Nottingham party scene in the early to mid nineties, you 
already know of Desert Storm; the outlaw system of no little repute who took 
its sound from BluePrint (then the Skyy Club) to Europe and beyond (most 
famously Bosnia, alongside aid convoys) whilst running a label and an urban 
circus at the same time. Now they’ve got a base of operations, and a very 
impressive one it looks too.

Stocking jungle, breaks, old-school hardcore, electro, breakcore, techno, gabba, 
electronica, dub and ragga, Digital Storm has some impressive connections 
with European distributors where it sources much of its imports - resulting in 
some rare treats you may struggle to find in other local stores. Alongside the 
music, you can also find gear from local labels such as Public Nuisance, Mission 
Sabotage and Desert Storm themselves, as well as urban art from locals and friends of the store.

Plastered with graf throughout, the shop is an intimate space that screams true independence the minute you walk through its doors – a 
reassuring feeling when you are shopping for the latest underground beats. You’ll also be greeted with a smile and a wealth of musical 
knowledge – something you won’t get buying vinyl online. Although the website will be up and running very soon, naturally…

Digital Storm, Unit 25, West End Arcade, Angel Row, Nottingham. NG1 6HL

Tuesday 01/04  
 
Acoustic Tuesdays  
Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm - 11pm 
 
K.L Promotions Presents...  
(Rock, Pop, Punk)
Junktion 7 
£3, 8pm 
With 13th Hour, Backline, Search 
Ends Here and The September 
Flaw.
 
Make Model  
Bodega Social 
£5 adv, 8pm - 11pm 
 

Wednesday 02/04  
 
Sugar Free  
(House, Techno, Deep House)  
Eleven 
Free, 9pm - 3am 
With residents Moid, Chamboche 
and Ben Start. 
 
Look See Proof  
Bodega Social 
£6 adv, 7pm - 10pm 
 
Marah  
Rock City 
£13.95, 7.30pm 
 
Everytime I Die  
Rescue Rooms 
£12, 7pm 
 
The Apples - ‘Buzzin About’  
Maze 
£7, 8pm - 2am 
Plus Mighty Funk Collective DJs  
and guests. 
 

Thursday 03/04  
 
Blues Kitchen  
Golden Fleece 
Free, 8.30pm 
 
Down at the Red Bricks  
(Acid folk, Psychedelia) 
Malt Cross 
8pm - 11pm 
 
Buster  
Approach 
Free, 7pm 
 
Wild Wood Duo  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 

Kill Chaos  
Rock City 
£4, 10pm 
 
Misery Signals  
Junktion 7 
£7 / £10, 7pm - 11.30pm 
 
The Bets  
Running Horse 
£3, 8pm - late 
 

Friday 04/04  
 
Jason Heart  
Fellows Morton and Clayton 
Free, 7pm 
 
The Pop Confessional  
Bodega Social 
£3 / £5, 11pm - 3am 
With DJs Martin Nesbitt and 
‘Father’ Paul (Just The Tonic). 

Slaves To Gravity  
Rock City 
£7, 7pm 
 
The Bopp  
Market Bar 
£5, 10pm - late 
 
Rubberdub  
(DnB, Dubstep, Reggae)  
BluePrint 
£5, 10pm - 3am 
With Nicky Fishmarkett, Phasix, 
I.R.Goon, Murdah, Casual P, Blitzz, 
Yoshi b2b Answer, Mugwump, Mr 
Shotta, El Deni and Jah Bundy. 

Friday 04/04
 
I’m Not From London
Loggerheads
Free, 8pm - 1am 

Tokyo Dragons  
Junktion 7 
£6 / £8, 7.30pm - 2am 
Plus The Hip Priests and Cuban 
Crimewave. 
 
20 Years of Acid House  
GatecrasherLovesNottingham 
£7 / £8 (NUS discount), 9pm 
With 808 State, X-Press 2 and 
Luke Narraway. 
 
Deliverance  
Running Horse 
£4, 8pm 
 
Nottingham Punk Club  
Maze 
£5, 8.30pm
With Short Bus Window Lickers, 
The Smears, Jesus of Spazereth 
and The A.C’s. 
 

Saturday 05/04  
 
Pure Filth (Techno, DnB, Dubstep)  
BluePrint 
£6 otd, 10pm - 3am 
With Tim Wright aka Tube Jerk 
(Live!), Esther Ofei, The Resident 
Filth and SubLogik / Manifesto 
Rooms.

The Log Jam  
Loggerheads 
Free 
Monthly Acoustic night with three 
different arenas.
 
Sticky Morales  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 
Malcolm Middleton  
Bodega Social 
£10 adv, 7pm - 10pm 
 
Percussion  
Bodega Social 
£3, 11pm - 3am 
 
Aiden  
Rock City 
£14, 6.30pm 
 
Reuben  
Rescue Rooms 
£9, 7pm 
 
Jason Isbell and The 400 Unit  
Rescue Rooms 
£10, 7pm 
 
 

Saturday 05/04  
 
S.P.A.M!  
Rescue Rooms 
Free / £6, 10pm - late 
 
Toxic Twins  
Junktion 7 
£7 / £10, 9pm - 2am 
 
The Lyndon Anderson Band  
Running Horse 
£5, 8pm 
 
LeftLion Presents  
Orange Tree 
Free, 9pm - 12am 
Our legendary free music night, 
this month it’s a DJ / producer 
special with Myhouse-Yourhouse, 
Red Rack’em, Beane and Ravi. 
Then on to: 
 
Basement Boogaloo  
Maze 
£5, 11pm
Disco Funk Dancing beats with 
Residents Nick Shaw and Ed 
Cottam and Guests. 
 
Tour in a Day  
Maze 
4pm - 10pm
Roddy Radiation and the Skabilly 
Rebels, Urban Dub, 10 o’clock 
Horses, Catch it Kebabs, Mindless 
Raskals and Jimmy The Squirrel. 
 

Sunday 06/04  
 
Performance  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 
Barry Adamson  
Rescue Rooms 
£16, 7pm 
 
Nato  
Junktion 7 
£5, 7.30pm - 11.30pm 
Plus A Farewell Fall. 
 
Lucie Diamond  
Running Horse 
8pm
 
Live Modern Jazz  
Chameleon Café/Bar 
Free, 12pm - 3pm 
Lunchtime jazz with David Cooke 
and friends. 
 
Battle of The Bands (semi final)  
Maze 
£3, 6pm
With Autohype, Black Fuzz, 
Carmody, No Comment, Rebel 
Territory and The Drains.

Monday 07/04  
 
Richard Howells  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 
Future Of The Left  
Bodega Social 
£8 adv, 8pm - 11pm 
 
Fishbone  
Rock City 
£14, 7.30pm 
 
Sia  
Rescue Rooms 
£15, 7pm 
 
Monday Mayhem  
Maze 
Free, 8pm
With Soulcracker and The Other 
Left. 
 

Tuesday 08/04  
 
1000 Hertz  
Junktion 7 
£4, 7:30pm 
 
The Ting Tings  
Bodega Social 
£9 adv, 8pm - 11pm 
 
Chimaira  
Rock City 
£16, 7pm 
 
Pete and The Pirates  
Rescue Rooms 
£8, 7.30pm 
 
Billy Joe Shaver  
Maze 
£15, 8pm 
 
Acoustic Tuesdays  
Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm - 11pm 
 

Wednesday 09/04  
 
The Courteeners  
Nottingham Trent Uni Union 
£10, 7:30pm
 
Mazing  
Maze 
Free, 8pm
With El Cielo and more tbc. 
 
Urban Intro  
Approach 
Free, 7pm 
 
Team Waterpolo  
Bodega Social 
£5 adv, 8pm - 10.30pm 
 

Wednesday 09/04 
 
Raging Speedhorn 
Junktion 7 
£8 / £10, 7pm - 11:30pm 
Plus Trophy Scars (US), Zenith, 
Drag The Lake and Blood Divided. 
 
John Barrowman  
Royal Centre 
£27.50, 7.30pm 
 

Thursday 10/04  
 
Old Basford  
Golden Fleece 
Free, 8.30pm 
 
Richard Howells Band  
Approach 
Free, 7pm 
 
Sunset Duo  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 
65DaysofStatic  
Rescue Rooms 
£10, 7pm 
 
The Breeders  
Nottingham Trent Uni Union 
£16, 8pm 
 
Vaarlets 
Junktion 7 
£4, 8pm - 12am 
Plus The Jet Boys and Souvenirs. 
 
Fabio (DnB) 
Dogma 
Free, 10pm - 3am 
Plus Transit Mafia. 
 

Friday 11/04  
 
Futureproof  
(Dubstep, Electronica, Techno)  
BluePrint 
£5, 10pm - 3am 
Room 1: 2562 v A Made Up Sound, 
Aled, Spam Chop and Bizmarc. 
Room 2: Sam Desborough (live), 
Kuiper Belt, The Crane and Ben 
Start. 
 
Battle of The Bands (semi final)  
Maze 
£4 adv (NUS discount), 7.30pm
Blood Orange, Numb, The 
Syndicate and What Makes Us 
Heroes. 
 
A night of acoustic guitar.  
Bunkers Hill Inn 
£5, 8pm 
With Lee Westwood (not the 
golfer), Daniel Rossall, Mike Dawes 
and Elliott Morris. 
 

nottingham event listings... for more: leftlion.co.uk/listings

leftlion.co.uk/issue21    27



Funktion at the Junktion
Pouring musical unction on the...er...damn, there’s only two 
words that rhyme with ‘Junktion‘...

There’s no denying 
it; Canning Circus is 
definitely coming up big 
style, with top-notch 
pubs, restaurants and 
cafes either springing 
up from nowhere or 
renovating themselves. 
And one of the most 
popular acts in the 
Circus is the high-wire 
performances being 
pulled off at Junktion 
7.

Ever since it opened in 
March 2002, J7’s ethos has remained the same; to run a kick-arse live venue featuring acts from right 
across the musical spectrum, regardless of status, fan base or nationality. If they can get in, then they fit 
in, simple as that. Like the Bodega Social, J7 boasts a very nifty line-up of bands who played there from 
the start; The Maccabees, Reverend and the Makers, The Exodus and Skindred all played there at the 
start of their careers. They also get bonus points for their commitment to local talent; they have a policy 
to get at least one Notts band on the bill for almost every show they put on.

There’s more to Junktion 7 than sweaty herberts thrashing away, however; its two floors also host a 
welter of club nights (including Skandal!, a monthly Ska, Soul and Motown night, and Wildside, the UK’s 
toppermost glam/sleaze club night), The Clap (a brand new comedy night), poker nights, Wii sessions on 
a massive screen, and loads more. And if you want your card marking for upcoming gigs, we recommend 
Bay Area thrash legends Death Angel on April 16, old-school punk titans UK Subs on May 2, and epic 
experimentalists Oceansize on May 30...

Junktion 7, 6 Ilkeston Road, Canning Circus, NG7 3GE
www.junktion7.co.uk

Friday 11/04 
 
Richard Howells Band  
Fellows Morton and Clayton 
Free, 7pm 
 
Frank Turner  
Bodega Social 
£7 adv, 7pm - 10pm 
Plus Andy Yorke and Ciara Haidar. 
 
The Rubber Room  
Bodega Social 
Free, 11pm - 3am 
with DJs Martin Laurie, Nick Smith 
and Juke-Joint Bryan. 
 
Limehouse Lizzy  
Rock City 
£10, 7pm 
 
Hallé  
Royal Centre 
£9 - £26, 7.30pm 
Dvorak (Overture, Carnival), Elgar 
(Cello Concerto) and Tchaikovsky 
(Symphony No.4). 
 
Cult - Zero Tolerance (DnB)  
Muse 
£4 / £6, 10pm - 3am 
Zero Tolerance (Bassbin), Soul 
Intent and Awacs (31/MACII), 
Mouse and Houghmeister. 
 
Highness Sound System  
Rescue Rooms 
£10 adv, 10pm - 4am 
Mad Professor and Highness 
selectors. 
 
Breed77  
Junktion 7 
£7 / £10, 8pm - 2am 
 
Audio Bullys Live  
GatecrasherLovesNottingham 
£10 / £12 (NUS discount) 
Plus Marcus James, DJ Hal, Deco, 
DJ Ellis, Mark Cohen and Chef 
De’Party. 
 
The 44s  
Running Horse 
£5, 8pm 
 
Tusken Coalition (hiphop) 
Old Angel 
£3, 8pm 
Plus Non Thespian, Hreda, Sleaford 
Mods, Broken Minds and Theo. 
 

Saturday 12/04  
 
MMMHA! (Pop, Hiphop, Nineties)  
Rescue Rooms 
Free / £6 / £7, 10pm - 3am 
 
Noodle  
(Electronica, Techno, Electro)  
Moog 
Free, 8pm - 2am 
Computer Controlled, Bass 
Invaders (live), Craig Sylvester 
(live), Ally Reilly, Matthew T. Hinton 
(live) and DJ Weiss.

The Go-Go  
Loggerheads 
Free 
Alternative sixties night With King 
Kahlua, Detail and Daddy Bones. 
 
The Messengers  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 
The Pitty Patt Club  
Bodega Social 
£6, 8pm - 2am 
 
Skandal Clubnight  
Junktion 7 
£5, 9pm - 2am 
 
Scrim  
Running Horse 
Plus Himalayas Album Launch. 
 
Psycle  
BluePrint
£7 / £5, 10pm - Late
Timelord 2012: Tzolkin, Petran, 
Dark Angel. Ambush: Mister Bump,  
Kid Chemleon, Kitsch and Sync. 
Enjoy The Ride have a room too. 
 

Sunday 13/04 
 
The Establishment  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 
Envy and Other Sins  
Bodega Social 
£6.50 adv, 7.30pm - 11pm 
 
Family Style  
Running Horse 
£8 
 

Monday 14/04  
 
The Long Blondes  
Nottingham Trent University 
Union 
£12.50, 8pm 
 
Roy Stone  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 
Bens Brother  
Bodega Social 
£10 adv, 8pm - 11pm 
 
Elbow  
Rock City 
£16, 7.30pm 
 
Angus and Julia Stone  
Rescue Rooms 
£8, 7.30pm 
 
Evita  
Junktion 7 
£5, 7.30pm - 11.30pm 

Tuesday 15/04  
 
Perculsus Presents...  
Old Angel 
£4 /£5, 7.30pm 
With Dog Is Dead, 900 Spaces, 
Catch Collective and The 
Librarians. 
 
Nizlopi  
Bodega Social 
£10 adv, 8pm - 11pm 
 
Supergrass  
Rock City 
£18, 7.30pm 
 
Curtis Eller’s American Circus  
Rescue Rooms 
£7, 7.30pm 
 
The Wonky Pop Tour  
Stealth 
£6, 7.30pm 
Featuring Alphabeat, Frankmusik 
and Leon Jean Marie. 
 
Battle of The Bands  
Junktion 7 
£3, 7.30pm - 11.30pm 
 
LeftLion Unplugged  
Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm - 11pm 
 
The Wickets  
Maze 
Free, 8pm 
Plus First Signs of The Aftermath 
and Souldrive. 
 

Wednesday 16/04  
 
Sugar Free (Deep House, Techno)  
Eleven 
Free, 9pm - 3am 
With guests on rotation plus 
residents Moid, Chamboche and 
Ben Start. 
 
Martin Simpson  
Maze 
£12, 8pm 
 
Flykiller  
Bodega Social 
£5 adv, 7pm - 10pm 
 
The Hives  
Rock City 
£16, 7.30pm 
 
Death Angel  
Junktion 7 
£10 / £13, 7.30pm - 11.30pm 
Plus Mercenary and more tbc.

 

Thursday 17/04  
 
Performance  
Approach 
Free, 7pm 
 
Mark James  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 
Fei Comodo  
Rock City 
£3, 10pm 

4ft Fingers  
Junktion 7 
£5 / £6, 7.30pm - 11.30pm 
 
Euler  
Running Horse 
£3, 8.30pm 
 
Me&You (Electronica, Funk, Dub)  
Dogma 
Free (NUS discount), 10pm - 3am 
Plus The Gaslamp Killer. 
 

Friday 18/04  
 
Ted Leo and The Pharmacists  
Maze 
£6 / £7, 8.30pm - 2am 
Plus The Large Mound, Soeza and 
Supraphon DJs. 
 
Richie Muir  
Fellows Morton and Clayton 
Free, 7pm 
 
Sway  
Bodega Social 
£8.50 adv, 7pm - 10pm 
 
Studio 54  
Loggerheads 
Free

Hot Club de Paris  
Junktion 7 
£5 / £7, 8pm - 2am

Doodle  
Bodega Social 
Free / £3, 11pm - 4am 
 
Paul Haig  
Rescue Rooms 
£12, 7.30pm 
 

 

Friday 18/04  
 
Fade to Black  
Running Horse 
£5 
 
Myhouse-Yourhouse  
Saltwater 
Free, 9pm - 2am 
With Cookshop Records: Lost Idol, 
La Femme, Digital Midgets, hosted 
by Alex Traska. 
 
Kambasemba  
Muse 
£3, 9.30pm - late 
 
Product – Klaxons (DJ Set) 
(Electro, House, Techno)  
Stealth 
10pm - 6am 
Plus Riotous Rockers, Tilt, 
M.A.N.D.Y, Matt Tolfrey, Rez, 
Matthew Burton, Hector, Max 
Cooper, Pollyy, Dave James and 
Makai. 
 

Saturday 19/04  
 
Jason Heart Band  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 
Smokescreen  
Maze 
£5 (NUS discount), 9.30pm 
 
Highness Sound System  
Bodega Social 
£5, 11pm - 4am 
 
Year Long Disaster  
Rock City 
£3, 10pm 
 
I Am Klute  
Rescue Rooms 
£12, 7.30pm
 
Road Block
Loggerheads
Free
A wide range of music from DJ 
Daddio and friends.
 
The Establishment  
Running Horse 
£3, 8pm 

 

 

Saturday 19/04  

Lobotomy fancy dress special 
BluePrint 
£7, 10pm – late
Room 1: Toecutter, Edcox, Gekko, 
Plucking Skanker and DesertStorm. 
Room 2: Keith, B Storm, Dr Weevil, 
UDS. Room 3: Kuss, Mark C and 
I.R.Goon. 
 

Sunday 20/04  
 
Buster  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 
Elle Milano  
Bodega Social 
£6 adv, 8pm - 11pm 
Plus Untitled Musical Project. 
 
Simple Plan  
Rock City 
£14, 7.30pm 
 
Tom Mcrae and The Hotel Cafe  
Rescue Rooms 
£16, 7.30pm 
 
Ska All Dayer  
Junktion 7 
£5, 6pm - 11.30pm 
Fandangle, Weeble and Catch It 
Kebabs. 
 
Jazz Junction  
Maze 
£3, 8pm 
 

Monday 21/04 
 
Monday Mayhem  
Maze 
Free, 8pm
With The Amplifires, Lost Hearts 
and In Isolation. 
 
Nottingham Bar and Club Awards 
Escucha 
£6.50, 7pm 
 

Tuesday 22/04  
 
Ulrich Schnauss  
Bodega Social 
£6 adv, 8pm - 11pm 
 

event listings... for more: leftlion.co.uk/listings
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BRING THE NZ
The South Pacific soul brothers are coming to town

Forget Flight of the Conchords (actually, don’t, because 
they’re mint) – if you want to check the real sound of New 
Zealand, you need to get your arse down to Nottingham 
Trent SU on April 25 to check out Fat Freddy’s Drop. 
We’re talking seven pieces of hi-tek dub soul all the way 
from the southern hemisphere, combining bottom-heavy 
neo-funk, jazz and roots, supplemented by a killer brass 
section and a MPC sampler, who go at it for up to three 
hours. As bandleader Fitchie puts it, “No two gigs are 
ever the same. What’s great about live performance is 
that it belongs to those in the audience on that night; it’s 
a one-off experience”.

Festival performers extraordinaire, the Freddy’s are making their second appearance in Notts since 
rocking the Rescue Rooms in ’06. They must like it here; this is one of only two gigs they’re playing in 
the UK on their current swing through the mother country, before returning to hit the festie circuit in 
the summer. Do not miss.

Fat Freddy’s Drop play Nottingham Trent SU on April 25, tickets £15  
fatfreddysdrop.com

Our Lovely Horse 
The home of the blues (Nottingham branch) is BACK, and better than ever…

It may have been a cornerstone of the blues scene in Notts ever since 
the days when there was nothing to be particularly miserable about, 
but if you’ve pegged The Running Horse as nothing more than a 
place where Blind Sneinton Cob and the like sing about waking up 
that morning to find their woman done left ‘em, you’re dead wrong. 
There’s much more to the Runner than that.

Naturally, when the renovated Runner came back onto the scene last 
October after an extensive re-fit, it very quickly reasserted itself as 
the prime spot for a blues sesh (thanks to local promoter and blues 
Godfather Colin Staples, and his weekly jam sessions on Wednesdays), 
but the place has stepped up its game considerably and now hosts gigs 
on an almost-nightly basis from across the entire musical spectrum 
– some of whom are at the very top of their disciplines and are more 
used to packing out venues ten times larger than a very intimate 
location off Canning Circus. 

Already, the Runner has been visited by Thomas Leeb (one of the 
world’s greatest guitarists), Antonio Forcioni (multi-award-winning 
jazz guitar virtuoso), and Ainsley Lister (the number one blues artist 
in the UK) - all thanks to the added help of local acoustic promoter/
genius Steve Pinnock, one of the co-founders of Drop In The Ocean, 
who runs his own open mic night on Tuesdays. And the new barbecue 
and patio area is one of the best smoking venues in town. Check that 
website, support your local scene, and cheer up.

The Running Horse, 16 Alfreton Road, NG7 3NG.
www.runninghorsemusic.co.uk
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Tuesday 22/04
Barbara Dickson  
Royal Centre 
£18 / £20, 7.30pm 
 
Carla Bozulich’s Evangelista  
Maze 
£6 adv / £7 door, 8.30pm
 
Battle of The Bands  
Junktion 7 
£3, 7.30pm - 11.30pm
 
Open Mic  
Junktion 7 
Free, 8pm 
Downstairs with Oxygen Thief. 
 
Acoustic Tuesdays  
Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm - 11pm 
 

Wednesday 23/04  
 
Half Man Half Biscuit  
Rock City 
£16, 7.30pm 
 
Seth Lakeman  
Rescue Rooms 
£16, 7.30pm 
 

Thursday 24/04  
 
David Blazye  
Golden Fleece 
Free, 8.30pm 
 
Damn You! 
Rose of England 
£5 / £6, 8.30pm - 12am 
With Magik Markers and  
Human Bell. 
 
The Establishment  
Approach 
Free, 7pm 
 
Tom Wardle  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra  
Royal Centre 
£9 - £26, 7.30pm 
 
Hamilton Loomis  
Running Horse 
£5, 8pm

Flying Lotus  
(Electronica, Hiphop, Dubstep)  
Dogma 
Free, 9pm 
 

 

Friday 25/04  
 
Skaville Presents  
Maze 
£5 (NUS discount), 9pm
With RDF and Acoustic Theatre. 
 
Grinny Grandad  
Muse 
£3, 9.30pm - late 
 
iLiKETRAiNS  
Bodega Social 
£7 adv, 7pm - 10pm 
 
Dollop  
Bodega Social 
Free  / £3, 11pm - 3am 
 
Glenn Miller Tribute Orchestra  
Royal Centre 
£14 - £16, 7.30pm 
 
Spectrum (Breaks)  
GatecrasherLovesNottingham 
£10 / £12, 10pm - 4am 
With Felix Da Housecat, Pete 
Jordan, Kid Blue, Crave Presents 
Hoodoo, Vandal, Hexidecimal, 
Goulastatic vs House on Stilts, 
Obnoxious Frog, Hiro, Audiophile, 
The Chosen Ones, Dave Boutlbee  
and B-Boy J. 
 
Free at Last 
Running Horse 
£6 adv  
 
Fat Freddy’s Drop  
Nottingham Trent Uni Union 
£15, 8pm
See below for more information.

Friday 25/04 
Poppycock  
Moog 
Free, 8pm - 2am 
Another night of slapdashery, 
jiggery-pokery and boogie chillin’.  
 
Demo (Art, Techno, Reggae)  
BluePrint 
£5, 9pm - 3am 
 

Saturday 26/04  
 
Ronnie Londons Groove Lounge 
(Sixties, Mod)  
Grosvenor 
£3, 8pm - 1am

Flux
Loggerheads
Free
Live acoustic show with DJs 
throughout the night. 
 
Firefly (Techno, House)
Marcus Garvey Ballroom
£10, 10pm - 6am
Alex Under, Scarlett Etienne, Ben 
Sims, Fergie and more tbc. 
 
Myhouse-Yourhouse 
Saltwater 
Free, 9pm – late 
With Demarkus Lewis (Grin Music / 
Dallas, USA) and Alex Traska. 
 
Battle of The Bands Final  
Maze 
£3, 8pm 

Saturday 26/04 
Yelps  
Bodega Social 
£5 adv, 7pm - 10pm 
 
Lowjack  
Bodega Social 
£3, 11pm - 3am 
Santero (Detonate) and 
Race Riot DJs (Fresh Out of 
Death). 
 
Beatsteaks  
Rock City 
£3, 10pm 
 
Seth Chuck Prophet and The 
Mission Express  
Rescue Rooms 
£12, 7pm 
 
Woody and The Brightness  
Running Horse 
£3, 8pm 
 

Sunday 27/04  
 
Mark Morriss (Bluetones)  
Bodega Social 
£8 adv, 8pm - 11pm 
 
Part of The Weekend Never 
Dies  
Rock City 
£16, 8pm 
With Soulwax (live). 
 
John Coghlan’s Quo  
Rescue Rooms 
£12, 7pm 

Sunday 27/04 
The Mojo Buford Band  
Running Horse 
£8

Chris Wood  
Maze 
£10 adv, 8pm 
 

Monday 28/04  
 
Jason Heart  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 
Vadar  
Rock City 
£10, 7.30pm 
 

Tuesday 29/04  
 
Mood Indigo  
Larwood and Voce Tavern 
Free, 8pm 
 
Battle of The Bands  
Junktion 7 
£3, 7.30pm - 11.30pm 
 
Acoustic Tuesdays  
Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm - 11pm 
 
You Say Party! We Throw Gigs!  
Maze 
£3, 8pm
Le Couteau Jaune, Battle Cat, 
Jikay, Death By Television and Stiff 
Kittens DJ Set.
 

Wednesday 30/04  
 
White Rabbits  
Bodega Social 
£6 adv, 7pm - 10pm 
 
I’m Not From London  
Maze 
£4, 8pm
O’Lovely Lie, JC Decaux and 
Pilgrim Fathers. 
 
David Essex  
Royal Centre 
£19.50 / £22.50, 7.30pm 
 

Thursday 01/05  
 
Down at the Red Bricks  
Malt Cross 
8pm - 11pm 
 
Wild Wood Duo  
Approach 
Free, 7pm 
 
The Messengers  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 
Diamond Head  
Rock City 
£10, 7pm 
 
Son of Dave  
Rescue Rooms 
£8, 7.30pm 
 
William The Band  
Junktion 7 
£5, 11.30pm 
Plus The Fakers and The Right 
Friends. 
 
C40 and Terra Fish  
Running Horse 
£3, 8.30pm 
Charity event. 
 

Friday 02/05  
 
Tom Wardle  
Fellows Morton and Clayton 
Free, 7pm 
 
Twisted Wheel  
Bodega Social 
£6 adv, 7pm - 10pm 
 
The Pop Confessional  
Bodega Social 
£3 / £5, 11pm - 3am 
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Raising The Bar
Announcing the return of the local alco-Oscars

Probably the biggest argument-settler in the city, the Nottingham Bar & Club 
Awards on April 21 has rapidly become an important fixture in the annual calendar, 
and this year’s gong-giving jamboree, hosted by Escucha on Fletcher Gate, 
promises to be bigger than ever. 
 
The great thing about the NBCA is that all twelve awards – from Best Music 
Venue to Best Traditional Pub – are completely decided by the general public. 
No PR-driven rammell here; your vote counts, and your favourite watering hole 
needs your support. By the time you read this, voting will be taking place on 
the bar awards website and will continue right up to the 21st, so get yourself on 
www.nottinghambarawards.co.uk to cast your vote. Last year’s big winners 
included Dogma (Best Large Venue and Music Venue), Detonate (Best Promoter, 
Best Bar Food for the Golden Fleece), and the pick of the prizes went to Bluu for 
Nottingham’s Best Bar.

With sponsors such as Budweiser and Bacardi on board, this year’s Awards are your one and only opportunity to see 
Nottingham’s Barterti acting like punters on a Friday night. Hopefully next year they’ll allow us to sponsor the Best Pub 
Toilet award….

The Nottingham Bar & Club Awards, April 21, Escucha, 22 Fletcher Gate NG1 2FZ
www.nottinghambarawards.co.uk
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Friday 02/05 
 
Parkway Drive  
Rock City 
£10, 6.30pm 
 
Mr Scruff  
Stealth 
£8, 10pm 
 
The Bopp  
Market Bar 
£5, 10pm - late 
 
UK Subs  
Junktion 7 
£8 / £10, 8pm - 2am 
Plus Girlfixer and Paul Carter. 
 
The Mick Pini Band  
Running Horse 
£7.50 adv, 8pm 
 
Giovanna and The Sands  
Muse 
£3, 9.30pm - late 
 

Saturday 03/05  

The Log Jam
Loggerheads
Free
Acoustic night with three arenas.
 
Satnam’s Tash  
Running Horse 
Probably, 9pm 
Plus The National Mistrust. 
 
Pure Filth (Techno, DnB, Dubstep) 
BluePrint 
£6, 10pm - 3am 
With Mark Hawkins. 

Station  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 

Percussion  
Bodega Social 
£3, 11pm - 3am 
 
Abdoujaparov  
Rock City 
£7, 7.30pm 
 
S.P.A.M!  
Rescue Rooms 
Free - £6, 10pm – late 
 
Wildside Clubnight  
Junktion 7 
£7 / £10, 9pm - 2am 
With Heaven’s Basement and 
Danger.
 
 

Saturday 03/05
Firefly
Igloo
£8.50 - £13, 9pm - 4am
Adam Freeland, Annie Nightingale, 
Alex Metric, Breakfastaz, Luke 
Dzierzek, Deepgroove, Thrash Jelly 
and Celtec Twinz.  
 
LeftLion Presents  
Orange Tree 
Free, none 
With Nuclear Family and Yunioshi. 
 

Sunday 04/05  
 
A Day of Rock  
Running Horse 
Keiperbelt 
 
Myhouse-Yourhouse 
Saltwater 
Free, 6pm - late 
With Alex Traska, Red Rack’em, 
Fran Green, Peej, Matt Rhythm  
and Dave Boultbee.
 
 

Sunday 04/05
Detonate: The Indoor Festival 
2008  
(DnB, Dubstep, Hiphop)  
Rock City 
£26, 8pm - 6am 
With The RZA as Bobby Digital, 
Roni Size, Annie Mac, Scratch 
Perverts, Roots Manuva, Skream, 
Andy C, Diplo, Digital Mystikz, 
Shy FX, Mary Anne Hobbs, 
High Contrast, Boy 8Bit, Jessie 
Rose, Benga, Friction, Valve 
Soundsystem, Dillinja and Lemon, 
Alix Perez, DJ Derek, Highness 
Sound System and loads more. 
 

Monday 05/05  
 
Richard Howells  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 
We Smoke Fags  
Bodega Social 
£5, 8pm - 11pm 
 
Mark Ronson  
Rock City 
£25, 7.30pm 
 

Tuesday 06/05  
 
Health  
Bodega Social 
£5, 8pm - 11pm 
 
Battle of The Bands  
Junktion 7 
£3, 7.30pm - 11.30pm 
 
Acoustic Tuesdays  
Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm - 11pm 
 

Wednesday 07/05  
 
Jonah Matringa  
Bodega Social 
£7.50, 7pm - 10pm 
Plus Attention and The Five O’s. 
 
Rogue Wave  
Bodega Social 
£8 adv, 7pm - 10pm 
 
The Rubber Room  
Bodega Social 
Free, 11pm - 3am 
 
The Bitchfits  
Junktion 7 
7.30pm - 11.30pm 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 08/05  
 
Moon Buggy  
Golden Fleece 
Free, 8.30pm 
 
Nathan Wall Band  
Approach 
Free, 7pm 
 
Urban Intro  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 
Ezio  
Rescue Rooms 
£10, 7.30pm 
 
Centurion  
Junktion 7 
£5, 11.30pm 
Plus Khalo and Honour Amongst 
Thieves. 
 
OK Pilot and Shapes  
Running Horse 
£tbc, 8pm
 

Friday 09/05  
 
Here and Now Tour  
Nottingham Arena 
£34.50 
 
Urban Intro Full Band  
Approach 
Free, 7pm 
 
Yeah I’ll Play It Later
Loggerheads
Free 
 
Richie Muir  
Fellows Morton and Clayton 
Free, 7pm 
 
Crookers  
Stealth 
£5, 10pm 
 
Baze Bayley  
Junktion 7 
£8 / £10, 8pm - 2am 
With Voodoo Six and Keltic Jihad. 

The Krissy Mathews Band  
Running Horse 
£5, 8pm 
 
Cult (DnB)  
Muse 
£4 / £6, 10pm - 3am 
Redeyes, Mouse and Houghmeister. 
 
Getting Served 
Grosvenor 
All day 
 
 

Saturday 10/05 
 
The Go-Go
Loggerheads
Free
Alternative sixties night With 
King Kahlua, DJ Detail and Daddy 
Bones.

Do The Dog 12th Anniversary 
Maze 
£4, 8pm
Rebellation, New Town Kings, Dirty 
Revolution and Jimmy The Squirrel. 
 
The Robinson Band  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 
The Pitty Patt Club  
Bodega Social 
£6 adv, 8pm - 2am 
 
Jimi Jamison  
Rock City 
£18, 6.30pm 
 
Fat Digester  
Running Horse 
 
Noodle  
(Techno, Electronica, Electro)  
Moog 
Free, 8pm - 2am 
With Spewis (live), Duncan 
Whiteley, Robin M, Ally Reilly, DJ 
Weiss and Matt Hinton. 
 

Sunday 11/05 
 
Clive Gregson  
Maze 
£10 adv, 7.30pm
Plus Tom Doughty. 
 

Monday 12/05  
 
Jackson Cole  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 
Jens Lekman  
Rescue Rooms 
£10, 7.30pm 
 

Tuesday 13/05  
 
Damn You! 
Maze 
£6 adv / £7 door, 8.30pm - 12am 
With Pissed Jeans. 
 
Pendulum (DnB, Rock) 
Rock City 
£16, 7.30pm 
 
Acoustic Tuesdays  
Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm - 11pm 

A Nightingale Span In Parliament Street
Firefly link up with Euro-techno galactico and breakbeat veteran for 
two essential events.

Big things are happening over the next couple of months for Firefly, 
the reigning heavyweight 
Garvey champions in this here 
town, with two massive events. 
April 26 sees the first ever 
performance in the Midlands of 
globetrotting Spanish techno-
titan Alex Under. The artist 
formerly known as Dolly la 
Parton will be fresh from a 
spot at Fabric in London, and 
supported by Thrash Jelly, Beat 
Repeaters and Nick Wintle.

Then, on Saturday May 3, the entire operation decamps to Igloo 
(the former Edge) for an all-star session in conjunction with Annie 
Nightingale’s Introducing Tour, which’ll be recorded for Radio 1. The 
first and foremost female DJ at The Nation’s Favourite, Nightingale has 
reinvented herself as a fierce champion of all things breakbeat, and 
her Thursday night sessions have taken the Best Show gong at the 
renowned Breakspoll awards three years in a row.  She’ll be bringing 
Adam Freeland and Alex Metric of Marine Parade along for the ride, as 
well as Luke Dzierzec of Fling and Deepgroove, who were singled out 
by DJ magazine as the hottest newcomers on the breaks scene. Not to 
mention a host of DJs from the Firefly stable.

Alex Under, 26 April, Marcus Garvey Ballroom, Lenton Bvd NG7 2BY, 
10pm-6am. Tickets from £8,50 earlybird

Radio 1 Introducing tour, Igloo, 126 Lower Parliament St, NG1 1EH, 
9pm-4am. Tickets from £7 earlybird

www.ilovefirefly.net
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Thursday 15/05 
 
Jimmy the Squirell  
Golden Fleece 
Free, 8.30pm 
Plus Pointy Boss. 
 
Richard Howells Band  
Approach 
Free, 7pm 
 
Sunset Duo  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 
Scorces  
Chameleon Café/Bar 
£4 / £5, 8.30pm 
Plus Jez Riley. 
 
The Ian Siegal Band  
Running Horse 
£8 adv 
 
LeftLion Unplugged  
Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm - 11pm 
 

Friday 16/05  
 
Robbo  
Fellows Morton and Clayton 
Free, 7pm 
 
Willard Grant Conspiracy 
Pilgrim Orchestra  
Rescue Rooms 
£16, 7.30pm 

Studio 54
Loggerheads
Free
 
Phil Tanners Blues Dog  
Running Horse 
£5, 8pm 
 

Saturday 17/05  
 
Shayne Ward  
Nottingham Arena 
£26.50 
 
Richie Muir  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm
 
Road Block
Loggerheads
Free
A wide range of music from DJ 
Daddio and friends.

Crime In Stereo  
Rock City 
£3.50, 10pm 
 
Eliza Carthy  
Rescue Rooms 
£16, 7pm 

 

Saturday 17/05 
 
Highness Sound System  
(Reggae, Roots, Dub)  
Bodega Social 
£6, 11pm - 4am 
 
Skandal!  
Junktion 7 
£5, 8pm - 2am 
 
Travelling Riverside Blues Band  
Running Horse 
£5, 8pm 
 
Bonobo DJ Set  
Maze 
8pm 
Plus Deep Sound Channel, and Leni 
Ward. 
 

Monday 19/05  
 
Roy Stone  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 
Westlife  
Nottingham Arena 
£32.50 
 
Cancer Bats  
Rock City 
£7, 7.30pm 
 
Joe Lean and The Jing Jang 
Jong  
Rescue Rooms 
£8, 7pm 
 

Tuesday 20/05  
 
Girls Aloud  
Nottingham Arena 
£26 
 

Wednesday 21/05  
 
Sugar Free  
(House, Techno, Deep House)  
Eleven 
 
Clocks  
Bodega Social 
£5, 7pm - 10pm 
 

Thursday 22/05  
 
10 O’Clock Horses  
Golden Fleece 
Free, 8.30pm 
 
Damn You! - Lichens 
 Bunkers Hill Inn 
£4 adv / £5 door, 8.30pm - 11pm 
 
Performance  
Approach 
Free, 7pm 

Thursday 22/05 
Richard Howells  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 
Terrorvision  
Rock City 
£16, 6.30pm 
 
The Bets  
Running Horse 
£3, 8pm 
 

Friday 23/05  
 
Richie Muir  
Approach 
Free, 7pm 
Plus Good Times. 
 
Jason Heart  
Fellows Morton and Clayton 
Free, 7pm 
 
Vincent Vincent and The 
Villains 
Bodega Social 
£7 adv, 7pm - 10pm 
 
DJ Yoda Magic Cinema Show  
Rescue Rooms 
£10, 8.30pm 
 
The Melt  
Running Horse 
£3, 8pm  
 
Dot To Dot Festival 2008  
Rock City 
£30, 3pm - late

Saturday 24/05  
 
Jason Heart Band  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 
Percussion Vs Mufti
Loggerheads

Detonate (DnB, Hiphop)  
Stealth 
£10, 10pm - 4am 
DJ Marky, Jehst, Loefah and more. 
 
The Boatrockers  
Running Horse 
£3, 8.30pm 
 

Sunday 25/05  
 
Buster  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 

Monday 26/05  
 
Tee Diamond  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 

Tuesday 27/05  
 
De La Soul  
Rock City 
£18, 7.30pm 
 
Acoustic Tuesdays  
Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm - 11pm 
 

Wednesday 28/05  
 
Public Enemy  
Rock City 
£20, 7.30pm 
See pages 20 and 21 for our 
interview with Chuck D. 
 

Thursday 29/05  
 
The Establishment  
Approach 
Free, 7pm 
 
Richie Muir  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 

Friday 30/05  
 
Crave Presents: Hoodo 
Stealth 
£8, 10pm - 5am 
Tom Real V The Rogue Element, 
Elite Force, Napt, 30hz, Subgiant 
and Beatnik. 
 
Catboynad The Dogs of Sin  
The Lion Inn 
Free, 8pm 
 
Tokyo Police Club  
Bodega Social 
£8 adv, 7pm - 10pm 
 
Dollop  
Bodega Social 
Free /£3, 11pm - 3am 
 
Oceansize  
Junktion 7 
£5 / £7 / £10, 8pm 

Larry Miller  
Running Horse 
£8, 8pm 
 
Poppycock  
Moog 
Free, 8pm - 2am 
 

Saturday 31/05  
 
Ronnie Londons Groove Lounge  
(Sixties, Mod)  
Grosvenor 
£3, 8pm -1am 
 
Wild Wood  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 7pm 
 
The Establishment  
Running Horse 
£4, 8pm

Diesler
Loggerheads
Plus Sidecar Swampy and
friends.
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Days Out
Charlotte Kingsbury pulls on her thermals and goes prowling the woods for cheap things to do. No, not in that way…

Green Days

Fact: if everyone in the world consumed as much as we 
do here in Notts, we’d need three Earths to support us. 
Ooer.  We’re recognising the error of our ways, though, 
and local partnership Greenweeks is back with a three-
week celebration of the achievements of locals who are 
helping to make our bit of the world a cleaner, greener, 
healthier and safer place.

Sunday 25 May sees the beginning of the whole thing, 
with the annual Green Festival at the Arboretum. The 
organising team promise the usual mixture of live music, 
dance and art, fun for children, workshops, and monsters 
(for the kiddies, presumably).  There will also be a diverse 
range of stalls selling stuff and dispensing advice. 

Nottingham Green Festival, the Arboretum, Sunday May 
25, noon-6pm, free

Springtime For Bestwood

The best Sunday hangover cure EVER has to be a wander 

‘round Bestie Park.  For those who easily get lost, or can’t 
tell their birds from their bees, get yourself along to the 
Winding House car park for a guided walk on April 13 
at 10am.  Only a couple of miles, guaranteed daffs and 
the perfect pre-cursor to your Sunday roast. And if you 
can’t sleep on the morning of May 4, Dawdling at Dawn 

sounds ace – an organised stroll around the park as the 
sun comes up and the woodland world arises, followed 
by a hardcore tea and toast session. Book in advance 
by calling 0115 927 3674, and get yourself to Alexandra 
Lodge for 4.30am. £2.50 per person

Bestwood  Park,  Alexandra  Lodge,  Northern  Drive, 
Bestwood Village, NG6 8UF

Curl it like Cloughie…

After the Nottingham Eye is packed up, the Square 
returns to slightly normal with a massive footy session 
for the ladies. The Girls’ Football Challenge should give 
the boot to the notion that the Beautiful Game is just for 
the boys,  as there’ll be competitions, performances by 
footy freestylers and advice on how to set up or join a 
girls’ or women’s club. 

The Girls’ Football Challenge, Old Market Square, Saturday 
May 3, noon onwards, free.

First-Class Return to Dottingham

The multi-faceted alt-music collossus; it’s BACK!

For the tighter-trousered amongst us, the second Bank Holiday in May 
is not a time for going to B&Q; the third 
Dot to Dot festival will be happening at 
Rock City, the Bodega Social, the Rescue 
Rooms, Stealth and Nottingham Trent 
SU. 

At press time, highlights include 
(deep breath) 1990s,  Blitzen Trapper, 
Bloc Party (DJ set), Caribou, Chrome 
Hoof, Cutting Pink With Knives, Damn 
Shames, Dan Deacon, Dirty Pretty 
Things, Friends Of The Bride, Get Cape 
Wear Cape Fly, The Ghost Frequency, Heartbreak, The Holloways, 
Jeremy Warmsley, Juiceboxxx, Kissy Sellout, Ladyhawke, The 
Little Ones, Metronomy, Mystery Jets, Pivot, Primary 1, Royworld, 
The Ruby Suns, Sarabeth Tucek, Saul Williams, Spiritualized, 
Team Waterpolo, Thee Oh Sees, Tigers That Talked, We Are 
Wolves and XX Teens – but check the website for full details. 

Dot to Dot 2008, Saturday May 24- Sunday May 25. £20 per day, 
£30 both days   

www.dottodotfestival.co.uk
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Mondays
 
Open Decks  
Loggerheads 
Free, 8pm 
 
 

 
Neon Rocks  
Stealth 
£3 (NUS discount), 9pm - late 
NTU student night 
 
Rock Jam Night  
Running Horse 
Free, 8.30pm 
The return of Norvilles Rock Jam 
nights. 
 
Motherfunker  
The Cookie Club 
£1 before 11pm, 10.30pm - 3am 
 

Tuesdays  
 
Local Band Night  
Approach 
Free, 7pm 
 
Acoustic Open Mic Night  
Running Horse 
Free, 8.30pm 
Hosted by Steve Pinnock ‘Notts 
premier acoustic guitarist.’ 
 
Liquid Silk  
Muse 
Free, 7.30pm 
Providing a haven of chilled  
acoustic sounds. 

The Horseshoe Lounge 
Deux 
Free, 8pm 
Americana, bluegrass  
and country.

Tuesdays 
Acoustic Tuesdays 
Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm 
A great selection of local acts every 
week.
 

Wednesdays  
 
The Big Wednesday  
(Alternative, Rock, Pop)  
The Cookie Club 
£2.50, 10.30pm - 2am 
 
LeftLion Pub Quiz  
Golden Fleece 
£2 per team, 9pm 
Our weekly pub quiz continues, 
come down and you could win a 
load of beer or a meal for your 
team, but more importantly have 
a laugh! 
 
Showcase  
Loggerheads 
Free, 8pm 
Every Wednesday sees a range 
of events including live acoustic 
performances, poetry, visual 
art, film and television, dance, 
performing art, comedy and much 
much more. 
 
Electric Banana  
Bodega Social 
£2 / £5 (NUS discount), 10pm - 
3am 
The Reverend Car-Bootleg. 
 
Blues Jam Night  
Running Horse 
Free, 8.30pm 
Hosted by Colin staples, great 
Blues entertainment, come and 
join in. 
 

Thursdays  

Live Thursdays  
Golden Fleece 
Free, 8.30pm 
Live music every week. 

Thursdays 
 
Homegrown  
Deux 
Free, 7pm 
The best of Nottingham’s singer 
songwriters. 
 
Club NME  
(Indie, Rock, Alternative)  
Stealth 
£2 - £4, 10pm - 2am 
 
Singer / Songwriters Night  
Raffles Art Cafe 
Free, 8.30pm - 12am 
 
Word Of Mouth  
Muse 
£less than a pint. 
Run in partnership with 
Camouflage, the home of live 
underground hiphop, making sure 
we keep bringing you the finest 
quality acts for your acoustical 
enchantment. 
 
Radar  
Bodega Social 
£tbc, 11pm - 3am 
The best in new music - first! 
Radar residents and guests. 
 
Loft Conversions  
Loft 
Free, 8pm 
Tribute and acoustic bands. 
 
Tuned  
Rock City 
£1 - £5 (NUS discount), 10pm - 
3am 
Every Thursday at Rock City sees 
all the latest alternative music 
alongside a healthy dose of pop 
and chart music. 
 
Chic (House, RnB, Hiphop) 
GatecrasherLovesNottingham
£4 / £5, 10.30pm - 3am 
Four floors of music. 

Modern World  
The Cookie Club 
£1 / £3, 10.30pm - 2am 

Thursdays

Friday Fever  
Loggerheads 
Free, 8pm - 1.30am 
 

Fridays 
Fridays  
Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm 
DJs playing reggae, DnB, funk, hip 
hop, disco, and all sorts else. 
 
Joe Strange Band  
Southbank Bar 
Free, 8pm 
 
Roy De Wired  
Approach 
Free, 7pm 
Plus Good Times. 
 
Love Shack (Nineties)  
Rock City 
£4 - £5, 9.30pm - 2am 
 
Atomic / Sabatage  
(Sixties, Seventies, Nineties)  
The Cookie Club 
£2 b4 11pm, £4 after (NUS 
discount), 10.30pm - 3am 
 

Saturdays  
 
Saturdays  
Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm 
DJs playing reggae, DnB, funk, 
hiphop, disco, and all sorts else. 
 
Distortion (Rock, Alternative)  
Rock City 
£5 (NUS discount), 9pm - 2.30am 
 
Liars Club  
Stealth 
Free / £5 / £6 (NUS discount),  
9pm - late 
 
 
 
 

Saturdays 
 
Play (House, Dance, RnB)  
GatecrasherLovesNottingham 
£7 / £9, 10pm - 4am 
The soundtrack to your Saturday 
night with clublands biggest 
house, dance and RnB floorfillers. 
Enhanced by state of the art lasers 
and lighting, dancers and UK’s 
only eight metre Dream Panel with 
mesmerising video shows. 
 
Rise and Shine / Funk You 
(Alternative)  
The Cookie Club 
£5 (NUS discount), 10.30pm - 3am 
 

Sundays  
 
Sunday Jam Sessions  
Loggerheads 
Free, 8pm 
 
Jazz 
Bell Inn 
Free, 12.30pm - 3am 
 
Moog is Sunday 
Moog 
Free, 12pm - 12am 
 
We Love (Acoustic)
Deux 
Free, 8pm 
Eclectic open mic night. 
 
Melody Market 
(Acoustic, Folk, Alternative) 
Loft 
Free, 8pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reggae Roast 
Golden Fleece 
Free entry, All day 
Sunday dinner and Reggae, an 
exellent combination.

Nottingham Castle
SATURDAY 14 JUNE, 6.30PM
PETER PAN
ADULT: £13 CHILD: £9 CONCESSIONS: £11

SATURDAY 28 JUNE, 7.30PM
CHARLEY’S AUNT
ADULT: £13 CHILD: £9 CONCESSIONS: £11

THURSDAY 17 JULY, 7.30PM
HENRY V
ADULT: £13 CHILD: £9 CONCESSIONS: £11

THURSDAY 24 - FRIDAY 25 JULY, 7.30PM
MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING
ADULT: £13 CHILD: £9 CONCESSIONS: £11

FRIDAY 22 & SUNDAY 24 AUGUST, 7.30PM
A MIDSUMMER 
NIGHT’S DREAM
ADULT: £13 CHILD: £9 CONCESSIONS: £11

Newstead Abbey
SUNDAY 6 JULY, 7.30PM
MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING
ADULT: £11 CONCESSION: £9

FRIDAY 11 JULY, 7.30PM
THE MERRY WIVES 
OF WINDSOR
ADULT: £11 CONCESSION: £9

SATURDAY 16 AUGUST, 6.30PM
PINOCCHIO
ADULT: £10 CONCESSION: £7 
FAMILY TICKET (2 adults & 2 children): £30

Outdoor Theatre Season
June - August 2008
Nottingham City Council presents a programme of exceptional outdoor theatre 
in the stunning grounds of Nottingham Castle and Newstead Abbey

Shows presented by Heartbreak Productions, aside from 
Much Ado About Nothing by Oddsocks Productions.

Nottingham Castle, Off Friar Lane, 
Nottingham NG1 6EL

All performances are outdoor. No seating is 
provided, audience members are advised to bring 

rugs or low back chairs. The grounds will be opened 
1 hour prior to the performance for picnics.

BOX OFFICE 0115 989 5555
Visit: www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/outdoortheatre

Nottingham City Councilproud
to present

Shows presented by Illyria, aside from Much Ado 
About Nothing by The Lord Chamberlain’s Men.

Newstead Abbey, Ravenshead, 
Nottinghamshire, NG18 2AE

nottingham event listings... for more: leftlion.co.uk/listings
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Last EXIIT From Bonington
The annual return of the student snap-fest

Nottingham Trent 
University’s annual 
photography degree 
show is always worth 
checking out, if only to 
view our city through 
the eyes of a student. 
Now in its twelfth year, 
under the name of 
EXIIT, it’s a regular 
showcase of diverse 
and fascinating images 
that encompasses both 
still and moving image, 
with a broad palette of 
subjects from still life to 
documentary, fashion to 
fine art, and all points 
between. 

All artists involved are 
students graduating 
from the highly-regarded BA Hons Photography course at NTU, and 
previous shows have seen the initial flourishes of artists who have gone 
on to win such prestigious awards as the Turner Prize, the Jerwood 
Prize, the Tom Garner Award and Professional Photographer of the 
Year. In other words, there’s a considerable amount of photographic 
talent on display.

EXIIT runs from Tuesday June 3 to Friday 13, in a selection of venues 
all over the city – check the website for further details.

www.exiit .co.uk 

Tuesday 01/04 
 

Photographs of Rome 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
Free, All day 
Runs until: 06/04 
A series of images of Rome 
produced by photographers of the 
mid-nineteenth and late-twentieth 
centuries. Contemporary artists 
include Olivio Barbieri, Richard 
Billingham, Fiona Crisp and John 
Riddy. 
 
Lost Horizons 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
Free, All day 
Runs until: 06/04 
Lock’s enigmatic photographs 
hover somewhere between still life, 
landscape and staged tableaux.  
 
Photography Exhibition 
Bonnington Gallery 
Free, all day 
Runs until: 04/04 
An exhibition of second year 
photography students recent work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A is 4 Art 
Surface Gallery 
Free, All day 
Runs until: 07/04 
Selection of artists from De 
Montfort University’s upcoming fine 
art talent at the beginning of their 
careers specialising in painting and 
drawing. 
 
Fellows Exhibition 
Nottingham Society of Artists  
Free, 10am - 4.30pm 
Runs until: 06/04 
 

 
 

 

Tuesday 01/04 
 
Artists from The Aquarium 
The Art Organisation 
Free, All day 
Runs until: 19/04 
James Cauty, Billy Childish, Sexton 
Ming, Anne Pigalle, Jamie Reid, 
STOT21stCPLANB and Geraldine 
Swayne. 
 

Thursday 03/04 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One in a Hundred 
View from The Top 
Free, All day 
Runs until: 06/04 
Aidan Shingler launches his new 
book One in a Hundred and 
presents an exhibition of the same 
name.  Exploring the spiritual and 
creative potential of ‘schizophrenia’ 
and how those labelled as such are 
treated by psychiatry. 
 

Wednesday 09/04 
 
David Lee 
Nottingham Society of Artists  
Free, 10am - 4.30pm 
Runs until: 13/04 
 

Saturday 12/04 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fragmented Images 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
Free, All day 
Runs until: 18/05 
Charlotte Hodes work centres on 
the motif of the female figure and 
provides an individual and vibrant 
contemporary reworking of some 
of the decorative motifs found in 
the eighteenth-century paintings 
and porcelain of the Wallace 
Collection.

 

Saturday 12/04
Theatres of Life 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
Free, All day 
Runs until: 01/06 
Over seventy selected drawings 
from the famous Rothschild 
collections are being exhibited 
outside Waddesdon Manor, the 
great Rothschild house near 
Aylesbury, for the first time in this 
exhibition which premiered at the 
Wallace Collection last year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wheels of Fortune 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
Free, All day 
Runs until: 03/07 
Drawn from the archives of 
Raleigh Cycles who have long been 
associated with Nottingham and 
their products exported around 
the world. From their humble 
beginnings on Raleigh Street to the 
creation of a global empire, Raleigh 
became a household name.  
 

Tuesday 15/04 
 
Pauline Lucas Retrospective 
Nottingham Society of Artists  
Free, 10am - 4.30pm 
Runs until: 26/04 
 

Wednesday 16/04 
 
Illuminating Illustrators 
View from The Top 
Free, All day 
Runs until: 03/05 
Open Illustration show, comics, 
drawings, original artwork, poster 
designs, album cover art and high 
quality limited edition art prints.  
Opening reception Saturday 19th 
April 2pm - 5pm (all welcome).

Monday 21/04 
 
Finding England 
The Art Organisation 
Free, all day 
Runs until: 03/05 
With John Berridge, Jodie Cresswell 
and Gary N Colmer. 
 

Drawing Out Exhibition 
Bonnington Gallery 
Free, all day 
Runs until: 10/05 
An exhibition exploring the range 
of approaches to drawing by staff 
from the School of Art and Design, 
Nottingham Trent University. 
 

Tuesday 29/04 
 
Spring Exhibition 
Nottingham Society of Artists  
Free, 10am - 4.30pm 
Runs until: 08/05 
 

Wednesday 07/05 
 
Nottingham Creative Industries 
View from The Top 
Free, All day 
Runs until: 12/05 
Nottingham Creative Industries 
showcase exhibition. 
 

Friday 09/05 
 
This is Not Our City 
Surface Gallery 
Free, All day 
Runs until: 15/05 
Julie Kilminster, Jessica Little, Anna 
Newborn, Catherine Head, Nicola 
Ann Naylor, Matthew Everatt and 
Francis O Donnell Smith.
 

Saturday 10/05 
 
Sean Edwards 
Moot 
Free, all day 
Runs until: 08/06 
It’s not what we wanted but we’ll 
settle... 
 

Wednesday 14/05 
 
Re-cover 
View from The Top 
Free, All day 
Runs until: 31/05 
Exhibition of artworks created on 
recycled LP record sleeves. 
 

Saturday 24/05 
 

Dalai Lama 
Nottingham Arena 
£66 - £82.50 
Runs until: 28/05

Let’s Get Pixilated
Southwell Artspace enters the digital world

A Space to Think Outside the Body is an exhibition of digital drawing curated by Frank Abbott 
– a lecturer in Visual Arts at Nottingham Trent University - at the Southwell Artspace throughout 
April. This lively contemporary work uses a range of drawing strategies which connect the body to 
the calculated. Playful and convivial, the interactions, performances and explorations of drawing 
harness the computer, utilise social networks and transform data into shape. 

The exhibition includes wall-drawn work from Nottingham based artists Ayling and Conroy, 
computer generated information portraits by Heath Bunting; A GPS embroidery drawing 
and accompanying DVD by Jen Southern, interactive drawing space from Active Ingredient, 
computerized artworks by Michael Shaw, Between 1a1MOV00001 and 347MOV 01694, a mobile 
phone video conversation by Frank Abbott and Duncan Higgins, and a live drawing tablet event 
hosted by Zoom Quartet and Wacom 2, artists Glyn Brewerton and Andrew Spackman. For any 
artist or art lover with an interest in the technological, this is an exhibition not to be missed, so 
mark it down. But not with pen or paper, obviously.

Frances Ashton

Until April 26, Southwell Artspace, 48 Westgate, NG25 0JX. Wed-Fri 10am – 5pm, Sat 11am - 
3pm.
www.southwellartspace.com

event listings... for more: leftlion.co.uk/listings

An exhibition exploring the range of approaches to drawing by staff from the School of Art and Design, Nottingham Trent University

Location: The Bonington Gallery & 1851 Gallery

Opening times; The Bonington Gallery 1851 Gallery

Admission:

www.ntu.ac.uk/art

School of Art and Design

Drawing Out Exhibition

leftlion.co.uk/issue21    34



Comedy
Thursday 03/04 
 
Funhouse Comedy 
Phoenix Cue Sports 
£5 / £6, 8pm 
Karen Baylet, Janice Phayre, 
special guest and Compere Spiky 
Mike.
 
French and Saunders 
Royal Centre 
£29.50 / £32.50, 7.30pm 
Runs until: 05/04 
 

Sunday 06/04 
 
Just The Tonic 
Approach 
£5 / £7.50, 8.30pm 
Addy Borgh and guests. 
 

Monday 07/04 
 
Just The Tonic 
Approach 
£5 / £7.50, 8.30pm 
Auditions to perform at the 
Edinburgh Festival, great chance to 
see new talent first.
 

Saturday 12/04 
 
Ash Dickinson -  
Master Of Rhyme 
Lincolnshire Poacher 
£3 / £4, 8.30pm 
Expect quick-fire rhymes and 
offbeat lines as stand-up, theatre 
and rap converge. Ash swaps 
places with the sea, takes the 
moon to a children’s party and has 
his fridge fall in love with him.  
 
Nunsense - A Musical Comedy 
Bonington Theatre 
£10 (£8 concessions), 7.30pm 
Runs until: 15/04 
The Little Sisters of Hoboken 
discover that their cook, Sister 
Delia, has accidentally poisoned 52 
of the sisters, and they are in dire 
need of funds for the burials.  
 
The sisters decide that the best 
way to raise the money is to put 
on a variety show, so they take 
over the school auditorium, which 
is currently set up for the eighth 
grade production of Grease.
 

Sunday 13/04 
 
Just The tonic 
Approach 
£8 / £10, 8.30pm 
With John Bishop. 
 

Monday 14/04 
 
Just The Tonic 
Approach 
£5 / £7.50, 8.30pm 
Auditions to perform at the 
Edinburgh Festival, great chance to 
see new talent first.
 

Sunday 20/04 
 
Just The tonic 
Approach 
 £8 / £10 
With Brendon Burns. 

Monday 21/04 
 
Just The Tonic 
Approach 
£5 / £7.50, 8.30pm 
Auditions to perform at the 
Edinburgh Festival.

Pam Ann - Terror at 41,000 
Feet 
Royal Centre 
£17, 8pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday 28/04 
 
Just The Tonic 
Approach 
£5 / £7.50, 8.30pm 
Auditions to perform at the 
Edinburgh Festival, great chance to 
see new talent first.
 

Thursday 01/05 
 
Funhouse Comedy 
Phoenix Cue Sports 
£5 / £6, 8pm 
Pete Jonas, Ben Schofield, special 
guest and Compere Spiky Mike. 

Sunday 04/05 
 
Just The tonic 
Approach 
 £5 / £8.50 
Reginald D Hunter, Shappi 
Khorsandi and Dan Atkinson. 
 

Monday 05/05 
 
Just The Tonic 
Approach 
£5 / £7.50, 8.30pm 
Auditions to perform at the 
Edinburgh Festival, great chance to 
see new talent first.
 

Saturday 10/05 
 
Jimmy Carr - Repeat Offender 
Royal Centre 
£19.50, 8pm 
 

Monday 12/05 
 
Just The Tonic 
Approach 
£5 / £7.50 (NUS), 8.30pm 
Auditions to perform at the 
Edinburgh Festival, great chance to 
see new talent first.
 

Wednesday 14/05 
 
Dara O’Brian 
Royal Centre 
£17 / £19, 8pm 
 

Sunday 18/05 
 
Just The tonic 
Approach 
 £5.50 / £7.50 
Sarah Millican, Wil Hodgson and 
Pat Monahan. 
 

Monday 19/05 
 
Just The Tonic 
Approach 
£5 / £7.50 (NUS), 8.30pm 
Auditions to perform at the 
Edinburgh Festival, great chance to 
see new talent first.
 

Thursday 22/05 
 
Lucy Porter 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£12 / £15 (NUS), 8pm 
Lucy Porter’s show is straight from 
her sell-out run in Edinburgh. Lucy 
invites you to her Love-in where 
she will examine every aspect of 
that crazy little thing called love. 
 

Sunday 25/05 
 
Just The tonic 
Approach 
 £5 / £8.50 
Ivan Brackenbury, Seymour Mace 
and Carl Donnelly.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 31/05 
 
Best of Leicester Comedy 
Festival 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£12 / £15, 8pm 
This year, the Leicester Comedy 
Festival has turned 15 and like 
most teenagers we’re breaking 
loose and ready to throw a party 
with the best and funniest acts, 
fresh from this year’s festival.

Theatre
Tuesday 01/04 
 
Hamlet  
Royal Centre 
£11 / £30, 7.30pm / matinees 
Runs until: 15/11 
 
Nowhere to Belong  
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£9 / £12 (NUS), 8pm 
Yasmin Alibhai-Brown’s poignant 
and impassioned one-woman show 
about a Ugandan in Britain. 
 

Sunday 06/04 
 
Yamato Drums  
Playhouse 
£19.50, 7.30pm 
Runs until: 7/8 
An action packed, toe-tapping, 
dynamic mix of Japanese drumming  
 

Monday 07/04 
 
Blood Brothers Royal Centre 
£12 - £31.50, 7.30pm / 2pm 
Runs until: 19/4 
Set in Willy Russell’s native 
Liverpool, telling the tale of twin 
boys, separated at birth only to be 
re-united by a twist of fate and a 
mother’s haunting secret. 
 

Friday 11/04 
 
To Be Straight With You 
Playhouse 
£14.50 - £20, 8pm 
Runs until: 12/04 
A multi-ethnic cast in a poetic 
exploration of tolerance, 
intolerance, religion and sexuality.  

Friday 18/04 
 
On The Waterfront  
Playhouse 
£8 - £26.50, 7.45pm + matinees 
Runs until: 03/05 
In 1950s New York, the dock 
workers’ unions are in the 
stranglehold of the Mob. If you’re 
on the inside then life is sweet 
- kickbacks, bribes and easy shifts 
are your rewards. Go against them 
and your life isn’t worth living. 
 

Thursday 24/04 
 
The Farm  
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£5 - £12, 8pm 
Runs until: 26/4 
The true story of one family and 
the English Countryside. 
 

Monday 28/04 
 
And Then There Were None 
Royal Centre 
£12 - £24, 7.30pm / 2pm 
A group of ten strangers are lured 
to a remote island off the coast of 
Devon. Upon arrival it is discovered 
that their host, an eccentric 
millionaire, is missing... 
 

Friday 02/05 
 
Smile  
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£5 - £12, 8pm 
Runs until: 17/5 
A photo to die for. The end of the 
pier. Candy floss, rides, kiss me 
quick hats, tattoos regretted later, 
of saucy postcards with ‘cross land 
and sea - Wish You Were Here’. But 
is it meant? What if they were to 
arrive?  
 

Tuesday 06/05 
 
Horrible Histories  
Royal Centre 
£8 - £15, Various 
Runs until: 10/5 
Historical figures and events come 
alive on stage and hover at your 
fingertips. 

Tuesday 06/05 
 
Hatch - Beginnings  
Maze 
Free, 8pm 
Hatch is a verb, Hatch is a noun. 
Hatch is a space for work that is 
or wants to be performance-y. Set 
to transform the live horizon in 
Nottingham, Hatch’s first action 
will be showcasing the best East 
Midlands-based practitioners of 
performance-y work we are able to 
assemble in the same place at the 
same time.  
 

Sunday 11/05 
 
Mum’s The Word  
Royal Centre 
£12 - £20 
Five women, five stories, one 
common thread. 
 

Friday 16/05 
 
Breaking The Silence  
Playhouse 
£8 - £26.50, 7.45pm + matinees 
Runs until: 31/5 
Caught up in the maelstrom 
of post-revolutionary Russia, 
the Pesiakoff family lose their 
palatial Moscow home and are re-
accommodated in a dilapidated 
Imperial train, complete with 
their maid. Assigned the position 
of telephone inspector, Nikolai, 
unflappable and immaculate in his 
elegant English suit, soon neglects 
his duties for a private ambition: 
to be the first man in the world to 
record sound on film. 
 

Tuesday 20/05 
 
Hello Dolly!  
Royal Centre 
£14 - £30.50, 7.30pm / 2pm 
Runs until: 24/5 
 

Wednesday 28/05 
 
Opera North Royal Centre 
£13.50 - £53.50, 7.15pm 
Runs until: 31/5 
Macbeth

nottingham event listings... for more: leftlion.co.uk/listings

THE NEXT STAGE 
Theatre and comedy round-up, with Nathan Miller
 
 
For A-level theatre studies students at least, the highlight of 
the bi-month is likely to be Steven Berkoff’s production of 
union corruption classic On The Waterfront at the 
Playhouse, though it’s likely to face strong competition at 
the same venue from a revival of Stephen Poliakoff’s true-
life Russian family saga Breaking the Silence.

Lakeside’s recent collaborations with Basford-based New 
Perspectives Theatre Company have been consistently 
excellent and their two new shows look set to continue 
a winning run. The Farm, based on city slicker Richard 
Benson’s ‘back to my roots’ memoir, is swiftly followed by 
Smile, a hi-tech thriller by Stephen Lowe, writer of Old Big 
‘Ead. 

Two of last year’s Edinburgh comedy highlights finally make 
their way to Hoodtown, with Brendon Burns’ award-
winning dissections of offensiveness at Just The Tonic at 
the Approach and Lucy Porter exploring aspects of love at 
Lakeside. 

Finally, newcomers Hatch make their debut at The Maze. 
Promising the best practitioners of performance-y work 
they can assemble in one place at one time, it seems well 
worth checking out.

On The Waterfront, 18 April - 3 May, Breaking The Silence, 16 - 31 May, Nottingham Playhouse
www.nottinghamplayhouse.co.uk

The Farm, 24-26 April, Smile, 2-17 May, Lucy Porter, 22 May, Lakeside Arts Centre
www.lakesidearts.org.uk

Brendon Burns, The Approach, 12-18 Friar Lane NG1 6DQ
www.justthetonic.com

Hatch: Beginnings, 6 May, The Maze, 251 Mansfield Road NG1 3FT
www.hatchnottingham.co.uk

LAKESIDE PRESENTS

BY STEPHEN LOWE
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The Write Lion forum must have overdosed on chocolate eggs this Easter because it’s suddenly got all 
religious and philosophical. But fear not - the drugs, booze and break-ups are still plentiful. We’d like to offer 
our sincerest apologies to those of you who have had your work cut down. There are two reasons for this; a 
poem may include some beautiful moment which stands out on its own, such as the alliteration in ‘I’m A Bore’. 
Usually, however, this is due to space restrictions in the magazine. Talking of which, we’d better shut up before 
more of this is wasted…

Write Lion

No Wizard Can Curse
Pandopolopolos

Me na baba tunde, me na komot salone
a go pas an pan yu, leh a tehng no:
geht geht noh wan, want want nog geht,
me na wan bambot uman na bedspreht.
Ah no bin day tink say a kick buhket
Do not not not ramp nor threat
rebels bring out damn long machet
Ask how why, where for you vote>
Stories so fresh still grip mi throat. 
For pikin dem, titi dem, na de it beleful
whole na salone, dis na emotional

A Nottingham Footstep 
(Extract)
by a youth creative writing project

At the summit of the cycle, a dark canvas with 
rainbow lights
ignites pride above the city streets.
The once known paths become mysterious
The silhouette of Robin Hood steps into the 
cobbled light with shades of green.
Spirit ebbs and flows through caves that 
honeycomb the city,
Our future unlocked by the past.
The key is no more.

Faith
Daniel R 

I don’t need
your words anymore
I too have learned
how to carve
a wooden cross

Meanderings of Me 
(Extract)
Wendy House

Put simply, the difference between knowledge 
and wisdom is that knowledge is constructed 
intellectually in the mind, whilst wisdom 
comes from experiences of the heart.

I’m A Cancerian
Dimbow

I’m a Cancerian
A chess player on ecstasy
A romance with the middle pages missing
I forget how the pieces move
I think I’ve got you checkmate
But I’m miles off 
I’ve jumped a hundred pages
I’ve written my own behind the scenes
I’ve put everything in secretly
Unbeknown to you

This can still work
Tell me the rules again
I get confused

So crabs can only move sideways

I’m A Bore
(Extract)
Jonathan Lee

What pitter patter and natters of notion
Or night of fl ight and fairies potion
Did it cost to sing on sweet allusions?
And whisper of worlds bereft of confusions?’

Beginning Of Th e Century
A Catterall

No more wild nights
Of furious laughter,
No more months
Of money spent,
In a single afternoon

No longer with the 
Jaguar nights
And dead bird mornings,
With gashed walls
And breezy fumblings
In sick Sundays

No more sticking two
Feet to curbs from 
Morning taxis
And finding the floor
With your face

No more drifting
Into unmarked hotel
Rooms with two beds,
Four people
And the breath of 
An angel on your neck

No more pallid 
Bedrooms, seasoned
With seeds and sour milk,
No panting eyes
And petting cheeks,
Stolen cigarettes from
New and exiting 
Borrowed brands

No more lifeless
Light filled nights,
No glare and gawping
At a stoned sky,
No falling into a 
Groping road

No mercy,
Ripped fury
No sharp songs
With kindled
Ravished beauty,
No flee bitten backs

No more beards
And hourless nights,
No more boundless notes 
On a sad and drunken
Symphony

No more aching
Pressing, placing
And fucking
From the mad 
And powerful,
The divine wild
Beautiful

Now left only,
The aged,
The worn,
And the dead

Th e Holy Joint
Gareth Durasow

Though we can no longer see where my beard ends
And my pubes begin, I’m not imbued with blind

Samson’s strength. I can’t melt in your hands, 
I can’t melt in your mouth. I’ve no money,

No blank cheques. Words are the only 
Currency here. There’s nothing else 

To be taken from me, young and 
Exquisite as you are. I’ve lost 

Count of everything; black 
Cats to cross my path; 

Ladders walked beneath at 
Gunpoint; lone magpies at my 

Window; salt spilt by old hands. 
Now understand the mirror’s absence. 

Do not cry as I burn these books; where 
Is the sense in staying cold for the sake of 

Antiquated libraries read to death? Do ignore 
The bible’s empty jacket; I packed each page with 
Weed and smoked it. The English dictionary is our 

Holy book now. 

36 hours in the Dam
(Extract)
Alithecat

Arrival tempered by creeping hangover
From a sleepless night of quick moving lights,
With nowhere to go but further down
Down...
Down into your rapidly emptying soul.

A second wind! Keeps one going
Running on empty to a bed
You mustn’t sleep in... damn.
So instead, meet, greet
Be merry with what’s left of you
And back out to face a day that’s gone on too long,
Where morning’s still last night.

Friends buoyed on their exuberance
(They too are rough around the edges)
We wash up on the shoreline of a coffee shop.
Hours, coffees and cakes later
We’re all lost at sea,
So we jettison our bodies back onto the street
And allow the tide to carry us around
In ever decreasing circles
That throw us, time and again
Into the paths of silent slippery trams.

Cigarettes And Port 
(Extract)
Lian 

You are
Cigarettes And Port

I can’t escape.

I can’t escape
That caustic grit
of ash and smoke
that permeates my carpet...

Threadbare,
boasting scars
stewed in stains...

Dark and ambiguous
they grip the skin
of my toes and soles,
dye my walls...

Your tobacco
in the hot crevices
of my
elbows and knees
as I sleep...

the sleep that
only comes
on sheets
soiled and disgraced
with you.

I can’t escape.

You are everywhere.

I only hope
you
never
go
away.
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CD Album

The Elementz
Crush Mode (LABEL)

After the critical success of their 
Elementz Universe EPs, Nottingham 
samurais of sound Liati and Zoutr 
return with their debut album.
Crush Mode starts with an arcade 
mash-up intro and continues along 
similar computer game themed 
lines. Twenty different rappers are featured over eighteen 
tracks and none sound out of place, with the likes of Task-
force, Karizma, Wariko, Scorzayzee and Skinnyman particularly 
excelling. The album is rooted in hip hop, but in part it borders 
grime, electro, house, soul and funk. Indeed, this cross-genre 
appeal is perhaps one of the duo’s strongest assets and is 
showcased to the full on what is their biggest release to date.
A few of their underground classics are included (On My Case 
and Voyage) as well as a few that might become them (Crush 
Theme, Ruinin My High and High Grade). Space-invader sam-
ples permeate both the album’s music and artwork throughout, 
and overall you could say it plays so well it reaches the next 
level. Jared Wilson

Buy it if: You love good hip hop, but listen to other stuff too.

Released May 12
www.theelementz.co.uk

Fanzine/comic

Rum Lad
Issue 3 (independent)

Rum Lad is a zine written and 
drawn by Steve Larder. It’s now on 
it’s third issue, but it’s the first one 
I’ve seen and I really like it.
It’s basically a comic diary of his 
thoughts and experiences between 
March and October 2007. There are 
no superhero characters or anything; all the people detailed in 
it are his mates and bands he likes (mostly hardcore punk) and 
all incredibly down to earth.
It starts off with the results of a 24hour draw-a-thon between 
him and a few friends, moves on to an interview with his 
younger brother about fixing cars and playing drums, and ends 
with his thoughts on fairground rides, music festivals and the 
creative process - ‘Unemployment. Bad for my bank balance. 
Good for my productivity.’
All in all it’s a very enjoyable read, with a few places you might 
recognise thrown in too. If you want a copy then contact Steve 
through his website. Jared Wilson

Buy it if: You want to spend an hour in someone else’s shoes.

Out now
www.stevelarder.co.uk

CD Album

Mystery Jets 
Twenty One (SixSevenNine) 
 
This five-piece band have returned 
with an album that celebrates 
growing up gracefully without 
acting foolish.  Tunes like Young 
Love, a one-night-stand ode 
produced by Erol Alkan could 
probably have been better written 
by Girls Aloud but rest assured the sound is far more pleasing.  
It’s all down to Laura Marling’s delicate voice in the middle 
giving it character.  Girl Next Door screams every ounce of the 
eighties at you and it’s very likely your dad has a similar song 
to this in his record collection.  In summary, it’s a fusion of 
love stories that may require you to reach for a tissue or a sick 
bucket. Kristi Genovese
 
Buy it if: you like Larrikin Love. 

 
Out now

www.mysteryjets.com

CD Album

Tegan and Sara 
The Con (Sire Records)
 
The Con is the fifth album by 
Canadian twins Tegan and Sara 
who have toured with the likes of 
The Killers, Bryan Adams and Neil 
Young. The Con demonstrates their 
versatility, moving from Knife Going 
In which has a Cyndi Lauper-style 
vocal, to the off beats of Are You Ten Years Ago. The most 
striking aspect of listening to Tegan and Sara is the way they 
layer their voices giving a distinctive texture to their music. 
Relief Next To Me is the first outstanding track on the album 
starting with a simple melody and a glassy vocal. The album 
has a random nature to it and Back In Your Head is a good 
example of how Tegan and Sara keep you listening with no 
idea of what is to follow. Nik Storey
 
Buy it if: you like Regina Spektor, Alisha’s Attic or Cyndi Lauper. 

Out now
www.teganandsara.com

CD Album

Chris T-T 
Capital (Xtra Mile Recordings) 

Capital is the final installment in 
Chris T-T’s London Trilogy, which 
critiques modern London.  This 
is music with a message, so it’s 
unsurprising to hear Jim Bob from 
Carter USM make an appearance.  
Singing about all the negatives 
affecting our world may seem like a heavy album to take on 
but don’t be turned off.  With a punk sensibility and a range 
of styles from funk to folk to electro pop, Capital is quirky yet 
listenable.  It has genuine political points, intelligence and 
some catchy tunes to boot. Alison Emm 

Buy it if: you like Mark Thomas. 
 

Out now
www.christt.com

CD Album

Yesking
Rock This World 
(Timewarp Records)
 
I hadn’t heard of Yesking, but 
as soon as I realised it was a 
collaboration including Mark Rae 
(an old favourite), and production 
partner Rhys Adams, I was 
intrigued. The first track, Champion Sound, is a very funky, 
dancehall intro to this album which gave me an inkling of 
good things to come. The title of the album comes from reggae 
legend Dawn Penn’s track Rock This World. Five of the tracks 
feature Ayak, a 22 year old female singer/rapper who won the 
Prince’s Trust Urban Music Award in 2004. From the start I 
was most looking forward to 40 Long Days as it featured Veba, 
a favourite from previous albums, and gladly the track didn’t 
disappoint. Leila Blackmore
 
Buy it if: you are a fan of Mark Rae.  

 
Out now

www.yeskingrecords.com

CD Album

Jenny Hoyston
Isle Of 
(Southern Records)

Isle Of is San Francisco-based 
singer/songwriter Jenny Hoyston’s 
first solo project. She has a 
reputation for producing a very 
diverse style of songs and if you are 
a fan of albums whose genre and pace shift radically from track 
to track you will not be disappointed. From the experimental 
synth pop of Ruff Ruff…/Rainbow City to the folk ballad of 
Even In This Day And Age you are constantly surprised by each 
new track and left wondering what direction the next song 
will take. The stand-out track for me was Novelist, an angsty 
guitar-driven song with some compelling lyrics which gets 
better with repeat play. Dan Skurok
 
Buy it if: you have previously enjoyed any of the work of 
Erase Errata, Mika Miko or The Gossip.  

Out now
www.myspace.com/jennyhoyston

CD Album

The Envy Corps
Dwell 
(Vertigo)

This three-piece indie rock band 
comprises Brandon Darner, Luke 
Pettipoole and Scott Yoshimura.  
Originating from Ames in Iowa, The 
Envy Corps can be described as akin 
to Radiohead and New Order, and their debut album, Dwell, 
does indeed resemble an indie record of recent years in both 
sound and style.  The opening track Wires And Wool brings to 
mind an early, sedate Thom Yorke.  The album then picks up 
in pace and becomes its own record with a style agreeable to 
indie fans both sides of the Atlantic.  Rhinemaidens and Story 
Problem are definitely worthy of the Glastonbury Festival New 
Bands Tent for an afternoon slot sing-along: a compliment one 
can apply to this record as a whole. Simon Norris
 
Buy it if: if you dig The Doves, enjoy James and appreciate Ash.  

Out now
www.theenvycorps.com

CD Album

Yael Naim 
David Donatien 
(Atlantic Records)

Yael Naim spent her youth in a small 
town near Tel Aviv and unusually 
performs in French, Hebrew and 
English, but no matter what 
language or song she is fantastic. 
Within seconds of listening to the album, it becomes clear that 
there is something truly mesmerizing and unique about her. 
The mixture of up tempo and low tempo tracks gives the album 
a variety. Whether you understand all the tracks or not, the 
album is well worth a listen. Naim’s debut album has sent her 
far on the way to stardom, having sold 200,000 copies in France 
alone.  New Soul, which appears in the Apple MacBook Air 
advert, reached No.1 in the US. This is the first and not the last 
time we will hear of her over here. Sarah Iqbal
 
Buy it if: you are a fan of José Gonzalez, Iron And Wine or 
The Weepies.  

Out now
www.yaelweb.com 

Time, finally, to clear though that pile of CDs, books, 
mags, and all the other stuff we get sent. If you have 
anything you want us to give the once-over, please send 
it to LeftLion Reviews, LeftLion, The Oldknows Factory, 
St Anns Hill Road, Nottingham NG3 4GP...

http://www.mysteryjets.com
http://www.teganandsara.com
http://www.christt.com/
http://www.myspace.com/jennyhoyston
http://www.yaelweb.com


Aries (March 21 - April 20)
Accidents can often lead to new and exciting discoveries.  Fireworks, plasticine, penicillin and 
post-it notes were all unintended by-products of the wheels of fate turning in a certain direction.  
This week, get ready to make a big discovery yourself as you learn how to move around without 
being able to use your legs.

Taurus (April 21 - May 21)
Happy birthday to all the May babies, particularly to those first born about to reach the grand 
heights of middle age.  They say you’re only as old as you feel, which might vary between 
seventeen and seventy depending on what day you’re asked.  But either way you should feel good 
this month, because you rock!

Gemini (May 22 - June 22)
An idealist believes the short run doesn’t count.  A cynic believes the long run doesn’t matter.  A 
realist believes that what is done or left undone in the short run determines the long run.  So what 
does a short idealistic runner think about the long run you might ask? Or, realistically, are you 
done being cynical yet?

Cancer (June 23 - July 23)
One of the strange quirks of poultry farming is that, given enough time to completely lose it, chick-
ens can go all cannibalistic and get a taste for their own eggs.  They will devour them like a child 
does chocolate given the chance.  So a very simple trick is to feed them some rotten ones, which 
will make them think twice about going after their own clutch.

Leo (July 24 - August 23)
By three methods an intelligent human may learn wisdom.  The first is by reflection, which is 
noblest.  The second is by imitation, which is easiest but the least fulfilling and the third is by 
experience, which is the bitterest and most painful.  Knowledge is a process of piling up facts, but 
the deeper wisdom lies in being able to simplify them.

Virgo (August 24 - September 23)
Protesting for what you believe is right will be effective this week, but perhaps in different ways 
to those you initially imagine.  A rally intended to raise awareness of learning disabilities, given a 
disastrous turn of events, could raise quite a lot of local awareness of the perils of drink driving.

Libra (September 24 - October 23)
Besides the noble art of getting things done, there is also the important noble art of leaving things 
undone.  We’re not talking about shoelaces or belt buckles here; the wisdom of life consists in the 
elimination of non-essentials.  In short, if it isn’t broke then it doesn’t need fixing.  But a bit of a 
cosmetic clean-up might be a nice touch all the same!

Scorpio (October 24 - November 22)
If your sink drains are chronically slow and you live in an older house, the problem may be an 
accumulation of sludge in the lines.  No amount of plunging and chemicals is going to fix this.  You 
need to climb onto the roof of your house with a metal snake and ram that snake down each of the 
drain lines with some serious delta force.

Sagittarius (November 23 - December 22)
Your plans to commit the perfect murder may need a rethink.  Firstly, watching Columbo and 
Murder She Wrote will only get you so far.  Remember, they were all caught in the end!  Secondly 
when you try and serve up the murder weapon to your dinner guests, the choice between the side 
of beef and the handsaw will become crucial to your success.

Capricorn (December 23 - January 19)
If you learn but do not think you are lost, but if you think without learning you are in even greater 
danger.  The first step in the life of a thinker is to question everything and the last will be to come 
to terms with everything.  Everything is worth questioning, but overall it’s a good life if you don’t 
weaken.

Aquarius (January 20 - February 19)
Love doesn’t necessarily make the world go round, but some might say it’s what makes the ride 
worthwhile.  The journey your heart has taken recently may have been slightly bumpy, but you 
will soon realise that you can pull over and have a cry on the hard shoulder even if you haven’t 
really broken down.

Pisces (February 20 - March 20)
The best-informed human is not necessarily the wisest.  Indeed there is a danger that precisely in 
the multiplicity of their knowledge, a person will lose sight of what is essential.  But on the other 
hand, knowledge of an apparently trivial detail quite often makes it possible to see into the depth 
of things.  So perhaps Hollyoaks does reflect real life after all?

FISH MAN

Occupation: Self-employed Cockle Overlord
Appearance: White uniform and hat

Enemies: Vegans

Base of Operations: Mansfield Road
Special powers: He does Peperamis an’all 

MAN-FISH

Occupation: Sea-dwelling servant of Arnim Zola

Appearance: Genetically engineered scaly flesh

Enemies: Captain America

Base of Operations: The River of Death

Special powers: Razor-sharp teeth
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MONDAY...
JUST THE TONIC

BIG VALUE SHOWCASE (JANUARY 20th)

FREE ENTRY TO SEE NEW, UP AND COMING 
COMICS BEFORE THEY START EARNING 
ANYTHING. EAT FOR LESS, THREE COURSES FOR 
ONLY £9.95, DRINKS PROMOTIONS AND LOTS OF 
LAUGHTER, ALL FOR NOWT, NADA, ZILCH.

SUNDAY...
JUST THE TONIC 
FOR TICKETS, PRICES AND AN ESSENTIAL 
MAILING LIST GO TO WWW.JUSTTHETONIC.COM
LOOK OUT FOR OTHER ONE OFF GIGS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 

EVERY THURSDAY AT

Mon − Fri 3pm til 6.30pm*
Pay for the most expensive dish and your fellow diner eats

ABSOLUTELY FREE!

ON ALL FOOD

DOUBLE 
HELPINGS!

* This offer may not be used in conjunction with any other offer, menu may vary and dishes  
 may not be available at any given time. This offer does not apply to drinks ordered in  
 conjunction with food. Food must be ordered between the times specified and will be served
 as soon as possible, it is not permissible to order for later in the evening under this offer.PLUS GREAT FOOD 

SERVED ALL DAY

BIG SCREEN AND 
PLASMA SKY SPORTS

NOTTINGHAM’S FAVOURITE INDIE BANDS DO A SORT OF ARCTIC PEPPER FALLOUT KOOKSY HARD 
KILLERS RAZORKAISER FERDINAND COLDPATROL ROLLING OASIS MONDAY ROSES BLURRY CLASH 
THING. FREE ENTRY AND AN INDIE DISKO DJ TO TOP IT UP.
FEATURING PERFORMANCE, THE ESTABLISHMENT, THE MESSENGERS, RICHARD HOWELL’S BAND, BUSTER AND MORE.

Featuring the PerformanceSOUND OUTSOUND OUTSOUND OUTSOUND OUT

Approach Half Page.indd   1 3/3/08   12:20:20

An exhibition exploring the range of approaches to drawing by staff from the School of Art and Design, Nottingham Trent University

Location: The Bonington Gallery & 1851 Gallery

Opening times; The Bonington Gallery 1851 Gallery

Admission:

www.ntu.ac.uk/art

School of Art and Design

Drawing Out Exhibition
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