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Get peace of mind  
with Bike Shepherd 
this season… 
Buying a bicycle for a 
loved one this Christmas? 
 Or kick starting a healthy 
new you for New Year? 

The Big Wheel is supported as part of the Nottingham Urban Area’s successful Local Sustainable Transport Fund 
programme of activities. The Nottingham Urban Area LSTF programme is a 4-year partnership, which has secured 
£16 million of Government funding. 

Registered Charity No. 1153800 

Whether you’re going to be cycling for the first 
time or getting your bike out of the garden shed for 
good - make it your resolution to protect your bike 
and help carry on building a cycling friendly city.

Bike Shepherd is an anti-theft bicycle service that 
uses mobile phones, social media and other 
technology to help beat cycle theft. 

For your chance to win a FREE bike 
Shepherd Bicycle ID Kit worth £9.99 email 
admin@thebigwheel.org.uk with the subject 
'Bike Shepherd Prize Draw' by 10th January 2014 
to be in with a chance of being one of the ten lucky
winners that will be picked at random.*

For more tips on keeping your bike safe and 
to find out more about Bike Shepherd visit 
www.thebigwheel.org.uk/bikeshepherd

*terms and conditions apply
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Sam Nahirny
Editorial Apprentice

Primarily a music writer, Sam 
has been doing bits and bobs 
all around the office, and has 
somehow managed to avoid 
the coffee run. In his spare time 
he can be found interviewing rubbish (and hot) popstars 
on his website Popshade, looking at himself in the mirror 
and debating whether he really needs the 
new iPhone. 

samdn.me

Bridie Squires
Editorial Apprentice

After bouncing between 
being a heartless croupier to 
soft-hearted support worker, 
Bridie landed herself a role 
at LeftLion. As a big-gobbed 
Notts lass, hip hop head 
and wannabe poet, she loves her words and that. When 
she’s not scribbling nonsense, she likes dancing like an 
idiot, political grumbling and chippin’ abaht on a Raleigh 
Burner.

brizzaling.tumblr.com

Ey up, Nottinghamians. And hell, non-Nottinghamians for 
those lucky folk that have managed to get their hands on 
this and don’t live in the ‘shire. 

To quote those seventies glam rockers Slade, “Iiiiit’s 
Chriiiiistmas!” Merry Christmas, everyone. And a Happy 
New Year too since this issue spans both December and 
January. Have you seen our jumpers on the cover modelled 
by the lovely Cheryl and Callum - they’re a bit special, 
aren’t they? Nowt says Christmas like the deers from 
Wollaton Park rutting on your chest. Don’t be getting your 
wallets out yet though, you can’t buy these particular 
beauties in the shops. However you could showcase your 
general appreciation for in-your-face knitwear by wearing 
something similar on Friday 13 December; Save The 
Childen’s official Christmas Jumper Day. 

We haven’t plugged in all our fairy lights just yet, but our 
home at The Corner could yet become a glowing beacon 
of tastelessness to rival the weird house in Bulwell. You 
know, the one that looks like Rudolph crapped out all of 
the leftovers the elves gave him and then set them on fire? 

Panto season kicks off as we speak and it’s the Hoff versus 
Kenneth Alan Taylor. We tried but failed to get David 
Hasselhoff on the blower but you can find out all about 
him on page 6 instead. Kenneth Alan Taylor meanwhile is 
waving a fond farewell to the Playhouse after thirty years 
as their dame, so we caught up with him to mine some 
pearls of seasonal wisdom. 

Fear not hum boggers, this issue ain’t all about 
Christmas. We also nattered with cover star Callum, aka 
Saint Raymond, on the eve of his tour with Haim, and 
Nottingham’s music overlord, George Akins about his 
ever-growing empire. Cinema historian Rick Wilde popped 
into our offices and gave us the lowdown on Nottingham’s 
rich, and shockingly large, cinema ‘istreh. The two 
Nottingham hockey clubs who are heading up their 
respective leagues discuss tactics, and we also celebrate 
a new independent bookshop opening. 

Our centrespread is dedicated to all the amazing things 
that have been made right here on the streets that we 
walk every day. Painkillers, stockings, brown sauce - it’s 
all ours. Why not treat yourself to a functional and funky 
tea towel version of it from leftlion.co.uk/shop too? Your 
pots deserve to know what a great city they reside in too.

Dig in, enjoy, and if you like what you’ve read then get 
our now properly regular weekly newsletter for even more 
Notts in your inbox - sign up at leftlion.co.uk/newsletter. 
It’s what your Monday needs, nay, desires.

Ali Emm
ali@leftlion.co.uk

facebook.com/leftlion

twitter.com/leftlion

youtube.com/leftliontv

plus.google.com/s/leftlion

LeftLion magazine has an estimated readership of 40,000 and is distributed to over 350 venues across the city of Nottingham. If your 
venue isn’t one of them, or you’d like to advertise, contact Ben on 07984 275453, email ben@leftlion.co.uk or visit leftlion.co.uk/adverts

We wish you a merry christmas and a happy new year. Jingle bells, Batman smells, Robin Hood flew away.
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David Hasselhoff is in Nottingham for the next six weeks, playing Captain Hook in the Peter Pan panto at The Theatre Royal alongside 

Mother Nottingham, Su Pollard. So, as a month of “Look, it’s that’s bloke from Baywatch” and “Did you bring Pamela with you, mate?” 

begins across the city, we offer you the lowdown on the great skinny-legged man.

HASSELFACTS
 
1. David’s co-star KITT in the 1982 Knight Rider series was a customised Pontiac Trans-Am sports model, which cost $100,000 to build. 

Unfortunately, despite the hefty price tag, it couldn’t actually talk, drive itself or soar into the air on command. We were lied to. 

2. The Hoff had a number-one hit in the German pop charts for eight weeks in 1989 with Looking for Freedom. He then played ended 

the year with a New Years Eve gig in front of 100,000 at the Berlin Wall. He’s still considered Germany’s number one pin-up to this day. 

3. According to the Guinness Book of World Records, Baywatch is the most watched TV show in the world, with over 1.1 billion 

viewers. David owned many of the rights to the show and therefore, despite his meagre acting talents, he is proper minted.

4. In 2001 he was nominated as rector of Dundee University, alongside Countdown presenter Richard Whiteley. The Hoff later declined 

the role, citing work commitments and the fact that he hadn’t realised Dundee actually had nothing to do with crocodiles.

5. Ever self-effacing, David made a short appearance in the 2004 movie DodgeBall: A True Underdog Story as the coach to Team 

Hasselhoff (aka the German national dodgeball team).

6. In 2006 Hasselhoff’s fortune was valued at more than $100million.

7. In 2007, David’s daughter filmed a video of him lying on the floor drunk and shirtless in a Las Vegas hotel room eating a 

cheeseburger really badly. It’s hypnotic and is still available to watch on YouTube.

8. David responded to people opening up false social networking pages in his name by launching his own social networking site 

called Hoffspace in 2008. He had Mark Zuckerberg worried for exactly four seconds.

 
9. David launched a reality TV show with his two daughters (not even pissed this time) called The Hasselhoffs in 2010. The series 

bombed due to how arse-numbingly boring David’s life is and only aired in full in the UK on The Biography Channel, a channel that’s 

only screened in old people’s homes. 

10. In 2011 David played retired porn actor and producer Dondo Elgarian in the US biker TV drama series Sons of Anarchy. He was only 

in it for one episode, but we demand a recasting before too long. 

The new season of I’m A Z-lister, You Might Vaguely Recognise Me From An 

Advert or Something… started on ITV at the end of November and Notts kicked 

it off with a 20% chance of winning.

Not only do we have Rebecca ‘Dogfish’ Adlington repping the Motherland, 

but Television Workshop graduate Lucy Pargeter (a.k.a. Chas Dingle from 

Emmerdale) is in there too. They go to battle against such ‘famous’ faces as 

Gary Oldman’s sister, the Boyzone singer who looks like Father Dougal, and 

Carlton from The Fresh Prince of Bel Air. For those of you that have had the 

fortune never to watch it, it’s the Happy Shopper version of The Hunger Games 

but sadly without the ‘fight each other to the death’ emphasis. Maybe next 

year... 

The big question on everyone’s lips in the LeftLion office about this season: 

Can any of us really be arsed to watch it? The answer: A conclusive no. 
itv.com/imacelebrity 

YOU’RE A CELEBRITY?

PAA JOE  DOC GETS MORE 
LIFE BOOTED INTO IT 

Notts-based movie maniacs ArtDocs have 
fundraised like good uns, bringing in over £22k 
on Kickstarter in their quest to make a film about 
Ghanaian coffin maker Paa Joe.

The film by Broadway-based filmmaker Ben 
Wigley, follows Paa Joe both in his home in Ghana 
and on his artists residency at Clumber Park last 
year. Associate Producer The Rt Hon Lord Boateng 
of Akyem in Ghana said: 

“Paa Joe’s story deserves to be told. A great son 
of Ghana… his work exemplifies a rich culture 
in which ancient traditional craftsmanship 
and modern aspirational or symbolic artefacts 
combine.”

paajoe.artdocs.co.uk

WHAT’S POPPING?

It’s Christmas, whether you like it or not you’re 
going to have to buy someone you love something 
nice. If you want to get em a gift that’s a bit 
different and impress them with its localness this 
Christmas, head to to the Creative Quarter’s Pop 
Up Centre on Fletcher Gate. 

A staggering thirty local businesses are flogging 
their wares every day except Mondays (that’s 
the day of shopping rest) until Christmas. 
Among those thirty are Denizen Records, Human 
Camera photography, Cakes by Maine, Lexie Mac 
Illustration, Sheila’s Antiques, Bees Make Honey 
Creative Community, 
Angela Vickers bridal 
design, and more. 
You never know, you 
might find something 
to treat yourself to as 
well. It’s not selfish, 
it’s a nice gesture to 
the one you love the 
most. 

facebook.com/CreativeQuarter

Illustration, Sheila’s Antiques, Bees Make Honey 
Creative Community, 
Angela Vickers bridal 

might find something 
to treat yourself to as HEADS UP

HOFFINGHAM

ARSE END
Probably the most disgusting band in Nottingham, 
Arse Full of Chips have announced their plans to 
call it a day in early 2014. This ragtag foursome 
have been offending gig-goers for over seven years 
with songs like Arse Full Of Jade Goody and Are 
You Drunk Or Do You Have Special Needs?

Founder Will Bailey said of the split: “I don’t want 
to be 42 and singing songs about poo, we have 
better things to do with our lives. And if this means 
I never have to see Stan’s foreskin again then it’s 
worth it for that alone!”

You can catch their final gig at The Maze on 22 
February (which includes a free buffet).  

arsefullofchipsofficial.bandcamp.com

Pop vixen Ronika has told us she’s planning to name her album Selectadisc, in honour of the city’s great fallen record shop. Fresh from her collaboration with DJ and producer Hervé, her debut LP will be out next year and pays homage to her musical roots.

“It was the heart of Nottingham’s music scene when I grew up,” she told us “so I wanted to name my album in honour of the place that helped to shape my musical tastes and identity. My album draws on lots of influences and feels like different tracks could have been in different sections of Selectadisc.

“I used to earn money flyering for clubs or doing the cloakrooms and then every Saturday I’d go into town and buy a 
couple of records from Selectadisc. There was always that magical feeling of excitement and discovery in there.”

facebook.com/ohronikagirl

RONIKADISC



Local adverts ripped from the pages of 
history, by Wayne Burrows

Marcus Clarke is a Nottingham-based puppeteer who has worked on 

dozens of films and TV series’ including The Muppets, Little Shop of 

Horrors, Who Framed Roger Rabbit and the BAFTA-award winning 

Bookaboo. Now he’s puppetising well-known Nottingham buildings for us.

#2 GENERAL HOSPITAL

I nearly died in this Hospital. Some did, mostly at night. Whatever the 

medicine was that I was on I spent most of my time here hallucinating. 

No matter how poorly I really was. I thought I was Superman. I did not 

even need the loo. I was above all that. I had a rude awakening upon my 

discharge.
handsuppuppets.com

HANDS UP NOTTINGHAM

Fanny’s Fashion Salon (1967)

There are a lot of comments that could be 
made about this advert cut from a mid-sixties 
issue of Nottingham Topic magazine but 
the problem with them is that by the time 
most of you reach the end of this sentence 
you’ll have already thought of them all. This 
is Nottingham, after all. Double entendres 
aren’t one of those things the English 
language throws up from time to time, 
they’re a way of life.
 
It’s also pretty doubtful that any entendres 
were even considered when the business 
was named. On the evidence of its contents, 
Nottingham Topic was a slightly po-faced 
publication packed with posh restaurant 
reviews, fawning articles about local 
dignitaries, notices about the nuptials of 
regional worthies’ offspring and multi-page 
ads for so many places selling variations on 
tweed, fur and shotguns that your head spins 
just thinking about them.
 
So it’s unlikely that Fanny’s Fashion Salon 
was named with even a little bit of innocent 
sniggering behind the scenes, however much 
it might provoke today. But for all that the 
English language has evolved (or regressed) 
in the years since, and for all that Lesley 
Birkett’s ‘exclusive designs’ may have been 
mostly forgotten, one thing has managed to 
keep its kudos down the decades.
 
Back in 1967, Fanny’s Fashion Salon decided 
that the simple act of plonking a model on 
a bit of pavement facing an air vent and 
brick wall round the side of the then brand 
new Playhouse was more than enough to 
send ‘swinging’ signals to great swathes 
of Nottingham. On a good day, even half a 
century later, that very same Playhouse can 
still manage the same trick.
 

ADVERTISING SECTIONED
NOTTS’ MOST 
OPINIONATED 
GREENGROCERS ON...

Highlight of the year
Eon tried to charge us extra because we like 
our bills sent to the house. We pointed out that 
this was discrimination towards people not 
online and they waved the costs. Delightful 
news. 

I’m a swimmer from Nottingham get 
me out of here…
Yes, we heard about this celebrity programme. 
God knows why she’s gone on it as it’s for has-
beens and she’s not a has-been yet. Alright, 
she came third in the Olympics and didn’t win 
gold as we’d expect, but she’s got a swimming 
pool named after her in Mansfield. What more 
does she want?

Are you off to Panto this year?
Oh yes we are
Oh no we’re not 

George Osborne…
Apparently he’s got the economy back on 
track but to be fair, somebody had to do it. 
We don’t know anything about him or his 
colleagues but they’re all the same. They give 
a bit to somebody and take it off of somebody 
else. If you’re a single male without children 
and smoke or drink you’re buggered. And if 
you haven’t got a job you might as well hang 
yourself.

Jake Bugg’s second album 
Never heard of the first one. All we know is that 
he comes from Clifton. Now more importantly, 
our pizza has just been delivered and we’d like 
to eat it.

facebook.com/thompsonbrothersgreengrocers



LeftEyeOn
Notts, as seen through the lenses of the local photo talent over the last two months...
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Goose Fair
All the colour of the fair 

Jessica Hallford
facebook.com/TheLazyPineapple

Starburst Mushrooms
2013’s weather has meant that it has been a the 
year of mushroom, with perfect conditions for 
fungi, as seen in woodland near Boughton

Simon Flint

Ollerton Apocalypse
What d’ya reckon our Kyle, is it the end? Shall I 
put Corrie on Sky+ in case ‘er zombies?

Simon Flint

Día de Los Muertos
A pretty impressive, and haunting, get up from 
a reveller at Hello Gore’s Day of the Dead party

David Parry
davidparryimaging.com

leftlion.co.uk/issue56   9



Racket makers Fists explain themselves to you 
in photographic form... 

FISTS

Fists will be playing Blow-Out at The Corner on Friday 29 November. Also on the bill are Huskies and Dusty Bible and the Canadians. £5

You can also catch them cheating on Fists in bands such as Grey Hairs, Burly Nagasaki and The Cult of Dom Keller.
fists.bandcamp.com
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$

A Christmas Carol
By Charles Dickens

Adapted by Toby Hulse
Directed by Martin Berry
With music by Julian Butler

Box office: 0115 846 7777
or www.lakesidearts.org.uk

6–29 December 2013
Tickets: £7.50–£10

/lakesidearts @lakesidearts



DHP has just won the National Promoter of the Year award for 
the second year running. Congratulations! Why do you think 
you won again?
It’s voted for by people: people like working with us. We’ve 
obviously worked with some heavy hitting acts over the last few 
years and people respect what we’ve done. Each year we get 
bigger and bigger, it’s going well.
 
How significant is it that you won without being based in 
either London or Manchester?
There might have been a quicker level of success if we were, 
you always do London and Manchester on a tour, whereas you 
don’t always do Nottingham. But there is also something about 
working with a company who is a bit out of sight, you are not on 
their case all of the time like all of the London promoters who are 
out at every gig bothering agents with every little thing. We are 
seen as getting along with our job without annoying anyone and 
doing it well. It’s progressed gradually; rather than us chasing 
and chasing and trying to be a big promoter overnight.
 
How do you stay competitive against larger promoters?
We are a different beast. SJM are a much bigger promoter in 
the UK and Live Nation bring in the big American acts. We try 
not to get into many battles with those guys. You get played-off 
against each other to get the best money and to see what benefit 
you can do for an act. We’re independent and the smaller player, 
but there is never any worry that we can’t pay. We do our job as 
well as the bigger guys.
 
Has anyone ever tried to buy Rock City or sponsor it?
We’ve been approached about sticking a name over the top 
of Rock City by brands I wouldn’t associate the venue with. It 
doesn’t sit well with me, although if the right brand came along I 
would consider it. The brands of the venues are their own brands 
and they shouldn’t be tainted with something that isn’t relevant, 
I don’t need the money that much. There are very few cities now 
with iconic venues.
 
What made you decide to open your new club, Oslo, 
in London?
We’d been looking for a London venue for a number of years. 
I got the venue some time ago, but there were some licensing 
issues and I needed planning permission. We do a lot of shows 
in London, but this will increase the amount. It’s very exciting, 
we already have an office in London but this gives us a venue 
base.   

Why’s it called Oslo?
I’m half Norwegian; my mother is Norwegian and my family is 
from Oslo, and I like the name. It’s not a theme bar.

What was the local music scene in Nottingham like when you 
took over Rock City in 1994?
A band had to stand on their own two feet back then, they didn’t 
really get any support, certainly not in the way that happens 
now. There weren’t any record companies coming to gigs and 
there just didn’t seem to be a ‘scene’. Pitchshifter were very 
popular, but every time you went out you would hear people 
bad mouthing them. As soon as as anyone made a success of 
it, people just tore them down. I think as a city there was a bad 
attitude back then. There were other acts like Bivouac, and the 
band who later became Echoboy. Today a band like that would 
be streets ahead but because of the state of Nottingham at the 
time, no one was helping.  

We’ve heard complaints about DHP having a stranglehold on 
live music in Nottingham. What do you say to that?
We are in a highly competitive business and I won’t apologise 
for being successful. We try not to behave badly. You will always 
have people moaning about others who are successful, that’s 
just the English way, isn’t it? But we work with local promoters 
like I’m Not From London, IKE and Cosmic American, and we cut 
better deals for those guys than we do for national promoters.  
It’s a business, I do what I’ve got to do, I’m not trying to 
suppress anyone. The only people who I won’t work with… well, 
I won’t get in to it.
 
Why did you decide to manage Dog Is Dead?
It was the right time for us to do it. I saw them at The Bodega 
and then I went to see them at Junktion 7. I asked to manage 
them straight after that. Within a year or so they signed to 
a major label, had a top forty album and sold out shows in 
Nottingham and London. The second record will be the making 
of this band; it’s fabulous from what I’ve heard so far. There’s 
some incredible songs; Hotel, Funny Bone… I  don’t want to tell 
you too much. Don’t forget they were seventeen when I met 
them and they’re still young guys finding their sound and talent. 
 
Do you think they would have got signed if you hadn’t 
got involved?
I’d like to think that they were so talented they would break 
through anyway, but there’s no doubt they were helped by 
DHP’s resources and our ability to back them financially. Before 
them there hadn’t been a Nottingham band signed to a major 
label for a long time.
 
Are you looking at taking anyone else on?
We started managing Indiana this summer, who is signed to 
Sony. She’s just been Record of the Day on Radio One, and in 
the NME.
 

Do you regret not approaching Jake Bugg?
It was already all tied up by the time I first saw him. There 
was a lot of talk about him, however at the time they had good 
management and they’d approached a large firm in Newcastle. 
But we promote him in Nottingham, Bristol, Oxford, we did 
Splendour and we got the Arena gig next year. 
 
Who do you think will be the next Notts act to breakthrough?
I think Saint Raymond will be big. He’s signed to Atlantic, selling 
a large amount of tickets and has good sales on his EP. There’s 
also a lot of excitement about Amber Run. You also have people 
like Harleighblu, Natalie Duncan, Nina Smith, Georgie Rose and 
Rob Green, who are all fantastic performers with great voices 
and could all make it. Next year is going to be another big year 
for Nottingham; you are going to see new albums from Dog Is 
Dead, Indiana and Saint Raymond, plus Jake Bugg’s second 
record will already be out.
 
How is the Nottingham music scene viewed nationally?
Every A&R in the world now wants to know what’s going on. We 
worked with the Concert Hall on the Nottingham Rocks show 
and the label who were interested in signing Amber Run came 
up. The last time I saw that kind of interest in Nottingham was 
when Arctic Monkeys played an unsigned night at The Social 
right at the beginning of their career and there was literally 
every label with open cheque books.
 
What are the best rumours you’ve heard about yourself 
and DHP?
That we operate in relation to the Hells Angels? That I stored 
police cars under Rock City in the caves. I’ve heard all sorts 
of strange things over the years and none of them true. Some 
people presume that we are some big bad business that sweeps 
up everything in Nottingham. What can you do? If you are 
successful you are going to get shot down.
 
You’ve spent your life in the live music business - how bad is 
your tinnitus?
Dreadful. I’ve had bad hearing all of my life, but it has definitely 
been compounded. I would recommend anyone that goes to gigs 
or clubbing on a regular basis to really look after their ears. I’m 
not quite forty and I will probably be deaf in one of my ears in 
fifteen years time. I have these special filtered earplugs but I 
never remember them. I wish someone had told me this when I 
was younger. Then again, I probably did have someone telling 
me this when I was younger, but I just told them to fuck off, “I’ll 
be alright, I’ll be dead by the time I’m 35”.  

dhpfamily.com 

interview: Paul Klotschkow
photo: Lamar Francois

George Akins lived the dream of every music-loving teenager when he was given the keys to Rock City as his 
eighteenth birthday present. Since then he’s taken it up a notch by adding more venues, a national promotions 
company and a roster of acts to his empire. By George, hasn’t he done well?

WE BUILT THIS 
CITY ON ROCK 
AND ROLL
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CITY ON ROCK 
AND ROLL



EVERYBODY LOVES 
RAYMOND If anyone can take Jake Bugg’s crown in 2014 

our money is on Callum Burrows’ musical alter 
ego, Saint Raymond...

“I have Callum on the line for you. Are you ready for the call?”
It’s a sign of an artist’s rising fortunes when the only way you 
can speak to him is through the record company’s press office. 
It’s also quite unlike most LeftLion interviews, which are simply 
a case of arranging which pub to meet up in after the act has 
finished work or college for the day. But for Callum Burrows, who 
signed as Saint Raymond to Asylum/Atlantic Records in August, 
there are now more exalted protocols to follow.

“It’s all crazy now”, he says, speaking to LeftLion from 
“sunny Hastings”, where he’s working on new material for a 
forthcoming EP, with a debut album to follow. “But to be honest, 
life hasn’t changed a ridiculous amount, in terms of what I’m 
doing. We’ve just carried on with the goals we set out. But we’ve 
obviously got a bigger team to help us out now, so it’s all good.”

For all his playful daftness on Twitter, Callum comes across as 
a serious-minded fellow with an utterly professional mindset, 
who’s not about to squander his opportunity. The way he sees it, 
Asylum “appreciated the work we were doing, and they wanted 
to get on board and help out. I’ve had advice about stuff, but it’s 
not been an overbearing thing. It’s a brand new world for me”, 
he adds, “and it all came very quickly. When we released the EP 
(Escapade, which came out on Gabrielle Aplin’s Never Fade label 
in May), we didn’t expect much of a reaction, and we got into the 
Top 25 on iTunes.”

While 2013 has been a landmark year for Callum, it has also been 
a year which has forced him to adapt quickly to new situations. 
The instant success of the EP led to extensive national radio 
airplay – Zane Lowe is a particular fan – and a Radio One 
playlisting for Letting Go over the summer also led to some 
lucrative synch deals. 

“I was watching a programme, and they played one of my 
favourite songs, and I was like, ‘oh, I love this song.’ Then it 
went quiet, and a song came on, and I was like, ‘oh, wait. The 
next song was me.’ So it was kind of weird. When you’re in 
the public domain, you can be in a position where you’re just 
watching telly and you hear your own music. It’s a strange 
concept, but it’s brilliant.”

In fact, all four tracks from the Escapade EP have ended up 
soundtracking scenes on a variety of TV shows, including 
the final scene of the most recent series of Made In Chelsea: a 
prestigious, if somewhat incongruous moment.

Although the EP was recorded with a full band line-up, it was 
recorded at a time when Callum was still performing as a solo 
acoustic act – most notably at Dot To Dot in Nottingham, two 
days ahead of its release, when the eighteen-year old played the 
main stage of Rock City to a full and noisily appreciative house.

For Saint Raymond’s next festival appearance, on the 
Jagermeister stage at Splendour, it was clear that a full time 
band had to be recruited – but astonishingly, the band only 
began rehearsing on the night before. “We were thrown in at 
the deep end”, Callum admits. “Splendour was a big moment, 
playing for a home crowd, and it felt really special.”

A similar challenge presented itself in September, at the Theatre 
Royal’s Nottingham Rocks showcase. Headlining the evening, 
Callum appeared without his band, accompanied instead by 
a fourteen-piece orchestra. Once again, this was another last-
minute, flying-by-the-seat-of-your-pants affair.

“You have your first rehearsal with the orchestra the night 
before, and they know your songs better than you do. So you 
can’t make a mistake or anything; they’re so tight. That was 
another special moment.”

Later the same month, on the eve of his first headline UK tour, 
Callum faced another major test of his nerve. “The tour started 
on the Tuesday, and we had the first rehearsal on the Sunday, 
but the guitarist dropped out on the Friday. So we literally found 
someone on the Friday, who was a friend of a friend. It was so 
last minute, but it’s been amazing that he managed to pull it out 
of the bag.”

Unlike some solo acts, who get thrown together with a band by 
their record companies, Callum has been able to recruit his own 
team – including his brother-in-law, who plays bass. “I always 
wanted a friendly and family vibe on stage” he explains. “I think 
you see a lot of musicians, where you can just tell that they’re 
session musicians, and it doesn’t feel like a good vibe at all.”

The addition of a band doesn’t affect Callum’s writing process, 
though. “From day one, even when I was doing it acoustically, I 
was always writing with a band in mind. So nothing’s changed. 
When I wrote Fall At Your Feet, about eighteen months ago, that 
was always a band song.”

As for the name, which originated when Saint Raymond were a 
duo and continued after Callum went solo, “Saint Raymond is 
me. I always wanted to be an artist with a different identity to 
myself, because I think you can easily slip into the category of, 
‘oh, you play the guitar and you’re a singer, so you must be like 
Ed Sheeran or someone like that.’ I always wanted to steer away 
from that. The name was personal to me, so I always wanted to 
stick with it.”

Despite this year’s sudden surge of progress, Callum has always 
tried to manage his development at an even pace. “I’ve always 
built it progressively and wanted to do it organically, take my 
time, and make sure the music was right. There are a lot of 
artists who are very keen to get the music out there, but you 
don’t want to be putting a product out if it’s not identifying 
yourself, and if you’re not making a statement about who you 
are, because it just becomes a confusion.“

In common with acts such as Harleighblu and Georgie Rose, 
he hasn’t gone down the slap-it-all-out-for-free-on-SoundCloud 
route, either. “I see some artists who decide to release all their 
catalogue really early, but I think you have to be careful. If that 
EP hadn’t reacted very well, then I might have gone, ‘well, 
maybe the thing we’re doing isn’t working at the minute, so 
maybe we need to change the vibe of it.’”

With the possibility of widespread national acclaim now 
dangling in front of him, our talk turns to future opportunities, 
and future perils to dodge. Of all his musical heroes – 
including Noel Gallagher (“I was brought up on Oasis”) 
and even, startlingly enough, the long-departed 
George Formby (“I had a really weird 
obsession”) – Callum would most like to 
meet Paul McCartney, his favourite 
Beatle. This leads us further 
into speculative waters, as 
I present him with a list of 
things that properly famous 
people do, seeking his reaction 
to each item.

For the record – and perhaps 
we should come back and 
check this in a couple of years 
time – Callum would say “yes” 
to an appearance on Later 
With Jools Holland, even if that 
meant being accompanied by 
the man himself on boogie-
woogie piano. (“You’ve got 
to, haven’t you? He looks so 
chilled, yet his fingers are 
doing these amazing things.”) 
However, it’s a firm “no” to 
the poisoned chalice of a 
Sunday night X Factor guest 
slot, and an equally firm “no” 
to a spot of modelling for Heat 
magazine’s Torso of the Week, 
“unless they’ve got a section 
for lads who like a bit of beer 
and food.”

There are no such qualms 
when I raise the suggestion 
of a video featuring twerking 
models in flesh-coloured 
bikinis. “Yeah, why not - let’s 
do it. When do we start? I 
might tell them to calm down 
the twerking part, but I’m all 
for a model in a bikini.”

When it comes to the final 
item on my list – getting totally 
shitfaced at the Brit Awards – it 
turns out that Callum is already 
ahead of the game. “I went to 
the Q Awards the other day, and I 
did a very similar thing. It starts at 
midday and there’s free booze on the 
table, so you’re feeling a bit drunk by 
about half one. Everyone goes to this 
pub afterwards as well. So you have 

to play the game a little bit, and fall into that world. It was just 
a bit weird. You’re sat at the table, and someone’s going, can 
I just squeeze past you – and you turn around, and it’s Robbie 
Williams.” 
 
The Young Blood EP is released digitally and on 7” vinyl on 5 
January by National Anthem records. Saint Raymond tours 
Europe throughout December, but you’ll have to wait until 28 
March to see him in Notts again, at the Rescue Rooms. 

facebook.com/SaintRaymondMusic
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“I’ve always built it progressively and 
wanted to do it organically, take my time, 

and make sure the music was right”
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How are preparations going for this year’s panto? 
Preparations started, believe it or not, last January, with building the sets and fitting the costumes. 
We began rehearsals at the end of October, that’s when the real work gets under way for the 
actors. This year it’s Jack and the Beanstalk, the very same fairy tale we opened with thirty years 
ago. I’m Dame Daisy, Jack’s mother. A rather old mother, but still...

 
So this is to be your last panto ever as a dame?
Nobody believes me because I’ve said it three times before. But this time it’s definitely my last. 
Thirty years is a good place to stop. 
 
What’s your most enduring memory of your time at the Playhouse?  
The very first production of Jack and the Beanstalk. In those days the props were very simple and 
it was literally a beanstalk on a wire. On the first night, when the enchantress made the beanstalk 
grow, it started to go up and the kids were going “oooh”, then suddenly it snapped and fell to 
the ground. The enchantress didn’t know what to do and just finished her scene. I went on and 
ad-libbed to give the crew time to fix it; we were on stage hoping something would happen but 
it didn’t. Finally, at the end of act one, the girl playing Jack grabbed the beanstalk, put it over 
her shoulder and ascended the ladder taking it with her. Everyone thought that was brilliant and 
asked if it was supposed to be like that. That’s what I love about panto, you can get more laughs 
when something goes wrong.

 
How did you become a pantomime dame?
I started an as an amateur actor, then I was asked in 1959 at the Oldham Coliseum to play Buttons. 
That led to me being asked to play the dame and I got hooked. I’d have loved to have been a stand-
up comedian, panto is close - you’re allowed to ad-lib and interact with the audience. You can’t do 
that if you’re playing Hamlet, you have to stick to the script. I love the anarchy of panto. And it’s 
got everything theatre should have; song, dance, drama, comedy, spectacle, everything. It appeals 
to all ages.

 
What sets the Playhouse panto apart from other productions? 
Firstly, we have a group of actors who love it and can do it. Secondly, the production values. 
Everything you see on stage is built in the Playhouse and that’s down to the staff, the designers, 
the painters, and the carpenters. They make the panto work. Every year people come up to me 
and say this is the best ever. We’re always trying to top the previous year. Thirdly, we never offend 
anyone. Our pantos are absolutely for all the family. They’re squeaky clean and there are no blue 
jokes. I used to take my kids to pantos and get annoyed with the adults all laughing and the kids 
asking “what’s so funny?” There was too much innuendo.

 
I’ve been told the Playhouse panto’s family atmosphere is down to you. How to you go about 
directing a panto cast?
I just do what I do. I always have a nucleus of people that know how I work. This will be John 
Elkington’s sixteenth panto and Rebecca Little, who plays Jack, will be doing her twelfth. If 
it’s someone young, we nurture them. This year we’ve got Kelly Edwards in the play, who did 
five pantos with us in the chorus of children from dancing schools. She’s now grown up and a 
professional actress. There’s an art to panto, one of the big mistakes that many people make is to 
think you just come on and mess around. You have to have that solid foundation of acting before 
you can ad-lib. On the first day of rehearsals I always say to the cast, “you must tell the story.” 
A lot of the children are not only seeing their first panto, but it’s their first time in the theatre. If 
they’re put off, you’ll put them off theatre for life. They have to believe that the genie’s lamp is 
really magic. 

I heard a local politician once told you to stop doing pantos? 
The first ever panto at the Playhouse was reasonably successful. Not like today when you have to 
fight for tickets, but it broke even. A month later I got a phone call from a lovely lady, Betty Higgins, 
head of the local Labour Party and leader of the Council. I went along to the Council Offices with 
no idea what it was about. There was the manager of another well-known local theatre, who were 
also putting on pantomimes. Betty said, “Ken, we have a problem, Nottingham Council funds both 
theatres. Now you’ve started producing pantomimes too, there’s a conflict of interests. I’m sorry 
but I don’t think I can allow you to do anymore.” “That’s fine” I replied. “If you don’t want us to 
do pantomimes, we won’t do them.” Betty said to the other manager, “you see, I said he’d be 
reasonable.” “I haven’t finished,” I went on, “I’ll stop doing pantos if the other theatre stops doing 
plays. Because there are plays we’d like to do that go straight to them.” There was an enormous 
silence. Betty said, “I think Ken has a point.” And that was that. 

You’ve worked on Coronation Street and other TV dramas. Outside of panto, what’s your 
favourite performance?
I was in a production of The Price by Arthur Miller at the Bolton Octagon. I’d been wanting to play 
the part for years. Two brothers are in contention and have to sell the furniture from their New York 
attic where their father recently died. I was the eighty-nine-year old antiques dealer, a Jewish man 
called Solomon. It’s the only comic part Arthur Miller ever wrote. It’s the most amazing role, full of 
comedy but very moving. The director David Tucker actually knew Arthur Miller, so I knew I was 
working with a master of the craft. We ended up touring it for three months.

Any tips for your successor on how to play a dame?
Be yourself. Be a man in a frock, don’t be a drag artist. If it’s a man dressed as a woman you can be 
rude to her, call her a daft old bat, throw a custard pie in her face. It wouldn’t be funny if you did it 
as a woman. The greatest dame I ever saw was Arthur Askey. 

Do you have any advice for young people with aspirations to get into theatre?
Go for it, because there’s nothing worse than regrets. Don’t go into it for fame, do it because you 
love doing it. I love the audience. I love the people I work with. They’re not all a bunch of luvvies. 
On the whole they’re a very generous lot, and liberal-minded. I also get to work with young people. 
Well, everybody is younger than me these days...

So what does the future hold for Kenneth Alan Taylor?
I don’t know. I will continue writing and directing the Playhouse pantos, I just won’t star in them. 
I’ll probably do one other play a year. I’m not mad about television, you don’t get the feedback you 
do from theatre audiences. I always know at the end of the year the Nottingham Playhouse will be 
there and for that I’m eternally grateful. 
 
Anything else you’d like to say to your audience? 
I’d like to thank the people of Nottingham for supporting us all these years. That’s what makes the 
pantomime so magical.   
 
Jack and the Beanstalk, Friday 29 November 2013 - Saturday 18 January 2014, £20 - £27.50, 
Nottingham Playhouse, Wellington Circus, NG1 5AF

nottinghamplayhouse.co.uk

interview: Ian Douglas / photo: Martyn Boston

The Great Dame
Kenneth Alan Taylor has spent a lifetime playing panto dames but he’ll finally hang up his sequined frocks and 
beehive wigs after this Christmas. More than a man in a dress, he also writes and directs the Playhouse pantos he 
stars in. His career hasn’t been all fairy dust and glass slippers though, there’s been Coronation Street and ‘serious’ 
theatre too...
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When it comes to literature, Nottingham is absolutely spoilt 
for choice. We’ve got the Nottingham Writers’ Studio, a tonne 
of publishers, Writing East Midlands, an independent comic 
shop that can’t stop winning awards, a city-wide literature 
festival, as well as being the old stomping ground of the likes of 
Byron, Lawrence and Sillitoe. Our streets drip with history. No 
wonder we’re such a smug lot and notoriously difficult to please. 
But until November there was one missing link to our literary 
equation: an independent bookshop. At the third time of trying 
Ross Bradshaw has finally ended this surprising absence of 
thirteen years and set up shop at 14a Long Row. Literature wise, 
we’re now full metal jacket.

I say ‘surprise’ as when Ross arrived in Nottingham in 1979 there 
were five radical bookshops including one run by the Communist 
Party that disappeared in 1991, shortly after a certain wall got 
smashed down. He wasted little time getting involved himself 
and was actively involved in the legendary Mushroom Bookshop 
between 1979 - 1995. Prior to that there was an avant-garde 
bookshop called Bux and a beat orientated literary bookshop at 
Trent Bridge, Pavillion Road opened by Stuart Mills and Martin 
Parnell that ran from 1964 to 1972 and modelled itself on the likes 
of Better Books and Indica in London.  

The Trent Bookshop is worth a quick trip down memory lane. It 
prided itself on an aesthetically pleasing interior, influenced by 
art movements such as Bauhaus, and using high quality wood 
for shelving. Stock was arranged in such a way that you had to 
delve in and rummage to find, among others, the hidden gems 
of experimental poetry and American literature, creating an 
aura around books. It became a focal point for the contemporary 
literary scene, extending readings to the wider community in 
places such as the Midland Group Gallery, bringing together 
artists, book-sellers, and small press publishers, serving as a 
blueprint into how a bookshop could and should be run.

Nottingham was also home to Sissons and Parker, a commercial 
bookshop that set up at 25 Wheeler Gate in 1897. It started out 
selling novels and dictionaries but by the twentieth century 
was selling exercise books and pens to just about every school 
in the city. Things slowly started to go wrong when it was 
brought out by a conglomerate in the 1980s and went by the 
name of Hudsons and then Dillons before closing up shop after a 
century of trading in 2005. One of its highlights was a visit by a 
certain Muhammad Ali which saw queues extend around Market 
Square. It’s now a Sainsbury’s.

For whatever reason these bookshops have all disappeared and 
Ross felt it was time to redress the balance. “It bothered me for a 
long time that Nottingham didn’t have an independent bookshop. 
If Lowdham, a village of 1,600, can support an independent, 
surely Nottingham can support one and a Waterstones.” So why 
did nobody open one? “Well, there are good reasons – you have 
to risk a lot of capital on stock, city centre rents are high, and 
somebody needs to know enough about books that they can fill 
a shop with books that people might actually want to buy. But 
even so. Eventually I realised that I would have to stop being 
bothered and just get on with it.”

After two failed attempts at setting up, Ross was successful 
on the third time of trying and we apparently had something 
to do with it. “The mag had featured Rob Howie-Smith, who 
specialises in returning planning blight properties to the market 
pending eventual redevelopment. I read the article and rang him 
for a chat. I could see that his gallery and cafe in the alleyway at 
Long Row was struggling a bit and mentioned that if that ever 
came available again to let me know... and in the autumn he rang 
me. We came to an amicable deal and we were ready to go.”
 
It’s been a long hard slog setting up, revolving mainly around 
pragmatics. “I had to learn about drainage of flat roofs, load 
bearing walls, heating and ventilation and spend my days 
cleaning, overseeing people doing practical things - I’m pretty 
useless personally - like painting and sawing bits of wood... and 
in the evening ordering thousands of books, one by one, from 
hundreds of publishers. That was the bit I liked.”

When I ask which books he’d recommend, his face lights up. 
Not necessarily because he thinks he’s on to a sale but because 
we’re talking about books. “Anything by Rebecca Solnit. She’s 
written a whole pile of books about being a pedestrian and 
what’s interesting about her is she’s American and you don’t 
usually think of American’s as being pedestrian. Another is The 
British Beat Explosion edited by J C Wheatley. It’s about Eel Pie 
Island which is where all the major jazz players played and it’s 
full of photographs of people with embarrassing hair.”
 
The shop is in a cul-de-sac alley and opposite Coral. Only in 
Nottingham could a bookshop open up next to a bookies. This 
means, gamblers aside, there’s little passing trade but Ross sees 
this as an advantage rather than a hindrance. “Nottingham is full 
of ginnels - ideal for small businesses. It is a quiet refuge from 
the hustle and bustle of the city centre, but not too quiet. I didn’t 
want to stock Jamie Oliver or celebrity/nonentity biographies 
anyway. The shop is not aimed at the mainstream so being 
central and in an unconsidered alleyway suits us fine.”
 
One disappointed customer in particular can testify to this. The 
conversation, Ross recalls, went something like this;
Customer: Where’s your military history section?
Ross: We don’t have one.
Customer: What, not even American military history?
Ross: Only stuff about their invasions...
Customer: It’s like that, is it?
Ross: It’s like that.

He may not be prepared to make a killing out of George Bush’s 
latest biography but there’s still financial targets to meet. “My 
year is divided into two. Up to Christmas and then the rest of 
the year. I know what our break-even point is, which is when 
I can’t start paying myself, but I’m not going to say what that 

is.” It’s going to be very competitive drawing in customers, 
particularly as he won’t be offering deals such as 3 for the price 
of 2, although there are plans for loyalty reward schemes in the 
future, which presumably means after Christmas.
 
Although it might seem a risk to open up a bookshop in the 
current economic climate, there is reason to be optimistic. 
Across the Atlantic independent bookshops have grown by 300% 
because they offer a unique experience. Figures in the UK are not 
so encouraging although there are numerous examples bucking 
the trend, such as Looking Glass Books in Edinburgh which 
opened eighteen months ago. So what’s the magic formula?

“You have to be a certain type of bookshop. You can’t just sit and 
wait for people to come or compete with the supermarkets. You 
have to carve out your own identity, and through doing events, 
having a certain profile and being in the right place, having a 
different type of stock, and a different kind of relationship with 
your customers than other bookshops you can survive. I know a 
number of bookshops who, in the last three or four years, have 
produced double digit growth figures. I was on the board of one 
of them, so I’ve kept very close to bookselling even though I left 
the trade in 1995 to go into publishing.”

The key to success is creating a real community, not one 
with a fancy avatar. One forthcoming event exemplifies this 
and will address a very local issue. “We’ll have somebody 
to talk about the undercover police, particularly Nottingham 
undercover police, who’ve become so famous recently for having 
relationships with people from around here. We’ll have the 
author of a book on that, and I expect it to be a very popular 
event.”

Ross is also prepared to listen to his customer’s needs (unless 
it has to do with American military history) and try things out. 
After various requests he has created a small childrens’ reading 
section. Although don’t expect big hungry caterpillars. One 
book aimed at babies learning to talk is the board book of War 
and Peace, which is the whole huge novel in twelve words. He’s 
also conscious of complimenting the existing literary scene 
and so won’t be selling graphic novels in competition with the 
likes of Page 45 or Mondo Comico. This is a refreshing attitude 
and the antithesis to the supermarket model, which in stocking 
everything, has decimated the high street.    

It’s difficult to predict whether the Five Leaves Bookshop will 
survive but there’s certainly a growth in independents at the 
moment. As money gets tighter perhaps we finally care how and 
where we spend it. Or has our dependency on digital technology 
created a need for a more tactile relationship with the world? 
Whatever, Ross Bradshaw doesn’t seem too concerned. “I’m 
quite prepared to be wrong, quite prepared to go bankrupt, quite 
prepared to have egg on my face, but I’d rather look silly and be 
wrong than not have a go.”

Five Leaves bookshop, 11a Long Row, NG1 1FH. 0115 8373097
fiveleavesbookshop.co.uk
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We’re in the middle of a recession. People can barely afford to put on their heating let alone buy something as luxurious as a book. Yet 
Five Leaves publisher Ross Bradshaw has taken the brave decision to open an independent bookshop. Thank goodness someone has 
got some balls…and books.
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"People are sick of chains and Amazon. 
Why would you buy from someone who 
treats its workers badly and doesn't pay 

their tax?"



On 7 November 1935, the Savoy Cinema opened its doors to 
screen its first film, Flirtation Walk, a musical romance starring 
Dick Powell. It was likely that only the Lenton locals took any 
notice of this event because, at that time, there were fifty two 
other cinemas in and around Nottingham. So if it wasn’t that 
extraordinary then, what is its place in Nottingham today? And 
how in Cockleman’s name has it survived so long when the 
others have not?

Savoy’s first manager was Philip McLaglen, nephew of 
Hollywood star Victor McLaglen, and the group behind it was 
Lenton Picture House Limited. Controlling the cinema right up 
until 1994, their roots can be traced back to 1917, with one of the 
company’s directors linked to Nottingham’s first purpose-built 
cinema, the Victoria (see next page).

The cinema was designed by the fantastically named Reginald 
William Gaze Cooper. A Nottingham architect, he designed a 
further four cinemas in the city, of which only the Capitol in 
Radford and the Futurist in Basford are still standing. The Savoy 
- his first cinema design project – could originally seat 1,200 
people, and was used for filming scenes for Saturday Night and 
Sunday Morning in 1960. Its single auditorium was rebuilt in 
1972, when the original Vitrolite cladding was removed, and it 
upgraded to three screens. It has since had a fourth added.

During October half term,  the current manager, Paul Scotton, 
was running around prior to showings of Cloudy with a Chance 
of Meatballs 2 and Turbo making sure that they started on time, 
that every child in need of a booster seat received one, and the 
party attendees in screen one were happy. “The parties have 
really taken off,” he told me, “We’ve had six today.” Paul, who 
previously worked at multiplexes, compared his experiences, 
“Being an independent, it’s a nicer atmosphere and you know 
your colleagues have your back.”

I got a peek behind the scenes at the projectors - still large, 
intimidating machines, despite being brand new digital affairs. 
“Just before I started here in March, they moved to digital,” Paul 
explained. “I understand how nice the look of film is, but from an 
operational point of view you can see why, even for independent 
cinemas, it is better to go digital. The amount of films you can 
show increases because they’re easier to manage and transport 
between screens.”

Much of the cinema’s success could be credited to its location in 
a densely populated student area. “They are one of our biggest 
clientele, but at the same time business was constant over 
the summer when many students went home; we have a lot of 
families and local residents. The affordable ticket pricing also 
makes a huge difference.”

There are people who seem to be drawn to the Savoy because 
of its aged character. “We want people to come in and have the 
film experience, whether they like the film or not.” Do people 
visit just to look at the building? “I’ve toured a few people 
around. A lot of older people, who haven’t been to the cinema in 
twenty years, they come to see how it has changed.”

Last year, the Savoy seemed to come under threat due to the 
building of the new Lenton flats and the subsequent loss of 
parking space. Was there an actual drop in turnout? “I think so, 
but it was only a short dip,” Paul maintained. “We had to get 
in touch with the council because they were enforcing parking 
restrictions that weren’t necessary. They ended up refunding 
anyone who had received a ticket.” With ample parking space on 

the surrounding streets, Paul hopes to soon have a map system 
set up on the website to show the free parking. “There’s a good 
bus route, too,” he added.

The Savoy brand looks to be in a strong position, there are two 
sister cinemas in Worksop and Boston. With a new party room 
and offices behind screen one, there are further plans to open 
up the bar area and to revitalise the main screen. However, 
Managing Director James Collington – who has been with the 

Savoy for nineteen years – said there are bigger plans afoot, 
“we’re looking for more sites; ideally a dozen over the next few 
years, within a 100 mile radius of Nottingham.”

It’ll be interesting to see if they can keep up with faceless 
multiplexes. Let’s just hope that the Savoy remains as it is - a 
rare gem that has maintained a bit of class and magic for film 
lovers throughout the decades.

savoyonline.co.uk

Just a short hop from town, Savoy Cinema is the only original art deco cinema in Nottingham to still be used for 
its initial function. With its plush red velvet seats, marquee and ticket booth, a trip here is like stepping back to 
another time of cinema…
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From his first experience of Saturday morning kids’ shows at the 

pictures, Rick Wilde became hooked on not only films but on how 

cinemas worked. Beginning his career in 1953 as a fourteen-year-old, he 

worked as a projectionist until 2006. 

When he joined the business there was 52 picture houses around the 

city: from the crude conversions of the early 1900s, the gilded Victorian 

palaces of the 1910s, the art deco continentals of the 1930s, the 

sophisticated twin and triples of the 1960s and 1970s, to the multiplexes 

of today - he’s seen it all. 

A walking encyclopedia of Notts cinema shares his knowledge with us...



Empress Pictures 
(King Edward St)
Converted from a skating rink that 
burned down in 1910, the cinema 
opened in January 1913 and seated 
1,200. It’s doors closed in December 
1927 to make way for the open 
market that was moved from the 
Marketplace, which in turn made 
way for the new Slab Square.

Victoria / Moulin 
Rouge (Milton St)
Nottingham’s first purpose built 
picturehouse was opened in March 
1910 with 500 seats. It was later 
enlarged, and much later still 
renamed Moulin in December 1960. 
Visited by the Kray twins in 1967 
for a midnight screening of The Blue 
Movie, and Elizabeth Taylor and 
Richard Burton in 1968. The doors 
closed in February 1970 and the 
building was demolished.

Picture Palace 
(Parliament St / Wollaton St)
Opened in March 1914 with 600 seats, the main entrance was on Parliament 
St, but there was secondary entrance on Wollaton Street. After a few 
changes in ownerships and names it became known as the News House in 
July 1935 until July 1956 when it was renamed Odd Hour Cinema. It was 
closed April 1957 and sold off for redevelopment following the death of the 
owner. As its name suggests, it ran news, shorts and cartoons for most of 
its lifespan.

New Empress 
(St. Anns Well Road)
Built to replace the Empress (above), 
it was the nearest available site 
to the original cinema. Opened in 
October 1928 it seated 1,500, it closed 
in November 1960 to become a bingo 
hall. The builidng was demolished in 
1988 and the site is now home to a 
mosque.

Elite (Parliament St)
Opened in August 1921 as a 1,450 seat auditorium 
complete with restaurant, three cafes and a ballroom 
spread over four floors. It became the number one spot 
in the city, being the first to show a full-length talkie, 
after which it went back to silent films for another six 
months. Sadly it was reduced to playing ‘off-circuit’ 
material, revivals and second runs to the Carlton/ABC 
and, more latterly, a home for cheap sex productions for 
the raincoat trade. It closed in April 1977, and has since 
been internally rebuilt and is now home to Gatecrasher, 
while the original foyer area is numerous shops.

Ritz / Odeon (Angel Row)
Opened in December 1933 with 2,500 
seats and a restaurant facility, changes in ownership 
in 1944 resulted in the name change to Odeon. In 
July 1965 it made history as the first ‘twin’ in the 
country. Upstairs became screen one with Sound 
Of Music while downstairs ran with Mary Poppins, 
so for the first time patrons had a choice. Well, 
kind of; Julie Andrews, or... Julie Andrews. Later in 
1973 came screen three,with screens four and five 
opening in 1976, and finally screen six in 1988. The 
Odeon closed down in January 2001, and was finally 
demolished in 2013. 

Scala / Classic / Tatler Club (Market St)
Built 1875 as the Alexandra, it had skating rink on the ground floor and a 
shooting gallery in the basement. Converted into a music hall called the 
Talbot in 1876, changing names to the Gaiety in 1889, and again in 1901 
to the Kings. It became a full-time cinema, Scala, in March 1913. In April 
1964 it became the News and Cartoon cinemas showing a diet of news, 
shorts and cartoons. In November 1967 it became the Classic and became 
a three screen cinema in 1972 - screen three becoming the Tatler Film Club 
with fifty seats. This later became Club 2000. The whole building closed in 
September 1984 and was reconstructed in 1985-86 to become a medieval 
banquet hall. This failed and the building was demolished in 1988. The old 
cinema entrance is where the pedestrian entrance to the multi-storey car 
park that now sits on the old site. 

Picture House (Long Row)
Nottingham’s first luxury entertainment 
house contained not only a 600-seat cinema but 
three cafes (one of which was basically a smoke 
room). Opened facing on to the Great Marketplace 
in November 1912, it had a civic send-off. Balcony 
patrons were served with afternoon tea and biscuits 
before and during WWI years. The cinema closed in 
January 1930 due to the owning company acquiring 
the Hippodrome. 

Pringles / Picture 
House (Goldsmith St)
The second purpose built cinema 
opened November 1910 with 700 
seats. It had a relatively short 
lifespan of 31 years, closing in 
October 1941. Converted for live 
theatre, it opened as Little Theatre 
in 1947, and became home to the 
city’s first Playhouse in 1950 until 
a relocation to Wellington Circus in 
1963. It is currently home to Spanky 
Van Dykes.

Carlton / ABC Nottingham 
(ChapeI Bar)
Originally opened in October 1939 as a 2,100 seater, WWII 
prevented its proper completion and plans for a restaurant 
were never realised. In December 1959 it was renamed 
ABC Nottingham, and between November and December 
1974 it was made a triple screen centre. It then became 
a Cannon, then an MGM, then a Virgin, before reverting 
back to ABC in May 1996. It closed in July 1999, and was 
demolished in 2001. A hotel, bars, restaurants and shops 
now cover various parts of the original cinemas footprint.

Mechanics Hall / The Academy (Milton St)
Built for the Mechanics Institution in 1869 for illustrated lectures and readings, the large 
hall was converted into a full time cinema in March 1916 with 1,200 seats. The ground 
floor wasn’t raked (sloped) and the pillars holding up the balcony obscured the screen 
for many, while side-seating on the curved balcony wasn’t used because of the distorted 
views. Another common complaint was that the hard-wood seats clattered when anyone 
stood up, and as performances were continuous from around 1pm to 10.40pm every day it 
kept a lot of patrons from returning. The cinema closed and was demolished in June 1964. 
Burbeck House sat on the site, but this has since made way for the present shopping 
centre completed in 2009.

6. Regents Hall (Mansfield Road)
This unusual cinema opened in March 1913, seated 650, and was also a 
church. During the week it ran as a cinema but, with the help of a mobile 
altar, font and lectern, it was converted to a church on Sundays. The 
scriptures had film posters on the reverse, side lighting used red globes 
all week, replaced with white for Sunday, and Bible and prayer book 
racks were placed in front of pay-box for services. This rigmarole was 
done twice weekly for 28 years. It temporarily closed in February 1941, 
and re-opened after the war, but not for film shows. The building was 
demolished in 1960.

Hibberts Pictures / 
Lounge (Shakespeare St)
A converted church, it opened as a 
picture house in March 1910 with 600 
seats. It went through two enlargements, 
and was renamed Lounge in April 1920. 
The house closed in September 1937 to 
enable the YMCA extension to be made. 

Hippodrome / Gaumont 
(Goldsmith St / Wollaton St)
Built in 1908 as a music hall over three floors, it became a cinema 
in November 1927. Although it had 2,500 seats, only 2,400 were 
suitable for viewing pictures. The main entrance was on the corner, 
and the gallery entrance was in the side yard off Wollaton Street. 
Re-styled and renamed Gaumont in February 1948, it was to close in 
January 1971. The grand building was demolished to make way for 
an office block with a nightclub in the basement (McClusky’s, Mode, 
then Halo).
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From his first experience of Saturday morning kids’ shows at the 

pictures, Rick Wilde became hooked on not only films but on how 

cinemas worked. Beginning his career in 1953 as a fourteen-year-old, he 

worked as a projectionist until 2006. 

When he joined the business there was 52 picture houses around the 

city: from the crude conversions of the early 1900s, the gilded Victorian 

palaces of the 1910s, the art deco continentals of the 1930s, the 

sophisticated twin and triples of the 1960s and 1970s, to the multiplexes 

of today - he’s seen it all. 

A walking encyclopedia of Notts cinema shares his knowledge with us...



A RIGHT OLD 
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Your photos are everywhere, but there’s not much information 
about you out there...
Whatever I’ve done is about the people I’m photographing, it’s 
not about me. The truth is that I’m crap at self promotion: I have 
a Twitter account, but I’ve never tweeted. I saw a picture in The 
Times of the new ambassador for London going into his office. 
My Johnny Cash photo’s on the wall and I thought I really should 
tweet about it. I didn’t get round to it. 

When do you first remember picking up a camera?
My dad had a dark room under the stairs when I was a kid and 
I’d go in there and help him. I would have taken and developed 
my first prints at about seven. My father was very encouraging 
but all I wanted to be was a racing driver.

Your first job was working as a mechanic on James Hunt’s 
team, right?
At sixteen I was touring round the Formula One circuit but at the 
end of my first season there was no longer a job for me. The only 
other thing I liked doing was photography, so I decided to go to 
art school.

Tell us about your time at Nottingham Trent University...
There were three great places to study photography then, but 
Trent was on the rise. The tutors were real mavericks and so 
enthusiastic. You were made to explore yourself and what you 
wanted to do, as well as the art of photography. They were 
trying to make us more self-aware and look around ourselves a 
bit. They encouraged a general inquisitiveness, that preparation 
has stayed with me and really helped with my career.

Whereabouts in Nottingham did you live?
My first year was in a bed and breakfast place, after that, on 
a houseboat in Beeston Lock. It was such a lively city with a 

great creative energy, Paul Smith had just opened up his shop 
and people were doing edgy, interesting things. It still seems 
that’s the case. My daughter has just finished at Nottingham 
University and she had a brilliant time there.

Your big break was when Malcolm McLaren commissioned 
you to do the Bow Wow Wow cover. There was a bit of 
controversy around that...
Malcolm wanted to re-enact Manet’s Le déjeuner sur l’herbe 
(Luncheon on the grass), a painting of two men having a picnic 
with a naked young girl. That painting itself caused a lot of 
controversy in its time and that’s what McClaren wanted. 
Unbeknownst to me the girl he had sourced, Annabella, was 
only fourteen. When the photos came out her mother said that 
there was no way she’d allow us to use it. Then the police took 
all the negatives away. 

This was my first professional job and because the record 
company couldn’t use it, they weren’t going to pay me. The 
album came out with a normal press shot but McClaren put 
the picture in The Face and various other European magazines. 
Then after six months the mother allowed us to use it. So the 
album was re-released with just that photo. It went to number 
one and I got paid £2,000 – thirty years ago that was a hell of 
a lot of money - and I bought my first proper kit. It kick-started 
my professional career. The next job I got was a little known 
band from Birmingham called Duran Duran, who I shot in my 
Nottingham studio on Carrington Street.

Have you done many photo shoots in Nottingham?
I did a lot of the band stuff there. I was based there in the late-
seventies and early-eighties and took photos of people like Boy 
George, Spandau Ballet, Ultravox, Heaven 17 – a lot of new 
romantic stuff. I finally moved down to London in about 1983, but 

for many years I would just drive the photos down to London. I 
liked Nottingham and it was cheaper to live there.

Tell us about the Rolling Stones music video you did...
It was for Michel Gondry, an amazing director, for the song Like 
a Rolling Stone. He wanted a video completely made up of stills 
– the video has 12,000 stills all morphing together to get a 3D 
effect. The technique I used was actually something that I did as 
my final year project at Nottingham Trent. I’d been playing with 
it as far back as then.

There are so many iconic pieces in your portfolio. If you had to 
pick a favourite, which would it be? 
The Bow Wow Wow ones really kick-started my career, but I 
really enjoyed the Johnny Cash sessions too. I shot them out in 
Australia while he was touring. The rest were taken at his home 
in Nashville, it was a real pleasure to work with him. One thing 
I’ve always enjoyed about my career is that I’ve never planned 
that far ahead and so it’s always stayed exciting.  

Who’s your dream subject that you’ve not photographed?
I would have loved to have a crack at Michael Jackson. There 
was so much energy to him in his earlier days and I would have 
loved to have captured what that energy was about. That’s what 
I think I do best, I get to know a person and then I help to show 
that through their images.

Andy Earl’s photographs will be shown as part of the Since 1843 
Exhibition at Bonington Gallery, Nottingham Trent University, 
from 8 January to 7 February 2014.

andyearl.com

One of pop and rock music’s foremost photographers, Andy Earl’s name may not be instantly recognisable but we 
bet that you’ve appreciated a picture of his in a magazine or got at least one album in your collection that he shot 
the cover art for. A graduate of Trent, we caught up with him before the epic exhibition… interview: Jared Wilson

Delicate Sound of Thunder - Pink FloydLife Thru A Lens - Robbie Williams

American Recordings - Johnny CashBow Wow Wow - Bow Wow Wow

Nottingham Trent University’s School of Art and Design celebrates its 170th birthday this January. They’ve invited 
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ARTY PARTY

Alexander Taylor
Furniture need not be purely functional, and if 
anyone takes that and runs with it, it’s Alexander 
Taylor. With a background in furniture and lighting, 
The Museum of Modern Art in New York nabbed his 
‘fold’ lamp for their permanent collection. Stepping 
outside of the home, he’s been working with Adidas 
on their primeknit project since 2009, helping with the 
designs and concepts for a unique single piece upper, 
revolutionising the manufacture of sports shoes. 

alexandertaylor.com

Rob Ryan
A master with a scalpel, this guy can, with an intricate 
series of cuts turn the plainest piece of paper into a 
heartstring tugging, intricate artwork. His whimsical 
designs have been printed on everything from cards 
to plates, he’s written, and illustrated three books, 
collaborated with fellow Nottinghamian Paul Smith, 
Liberty’s of London, jewellery designer Tatty Devine 
and Vogue. 

misterrob.co.uk

Jonathan Glazer
The bulk of Glazer’s work has been in advertising; he 
was the man behind the iconic Guinness adverts with 
the white horses surfing and the old men’s swimming 
race. He did the HD paint explosions in the high rise 
flats for Sony Bravia. Music videos under his belt 
include promos for Radiohead, Nick Cave and the 
Bad Seeds, Massive Attack and that brain-melting 
Jamiroquai one with the sliding floors. Glazer directed 
2000’s Sexy Beast and his latest film Under The Skin, 
starring Scarlett Johansson, is due for release in 2014. 

academyfilms.com/projects/jonathan-glazer

Sarah Price
Not afraid of getting her hands a bit mucky, a fine 
art graduate who’s taken landscape gardening to 
new levels. One of her more recent projects was 
as co-designer of the gardens at the Olympic Park, 
she’s central to the team who are planning the post-
Games design and maintenance. Other designs by her 
have been included in The Whitworth Art Gallery in 
Manchester and a countryside palazzo in Umbria. Her 
work has emphasis on shaping each space according 
to its surroundings.

sarahpricelandscapes.com

Lucy Orta
Graduating with an honours degree in fashion knitwear 
design in 1989, she and her partner Jorge Orta 
founded Studio Orta together in 1993. Her sculptural 
work investigates the boundaries between the body 
and architecture, exploring their common social 
factors, such as communication and identity. She uses 
the media of drawing, sculpture, performance, video 
and photography.

studio-orta.com

Simon Starling
A conceptual artist who graduated in photography in 
1990, he killed it at the 2005 Turner Prize with his piece 
Shedboatshed. No ordinary piece of art, he managed 
to successfully take a wooden shed, turn it into a boat, 
sail it down the Rhine and then turn it back into a shed 
again. That’s what you might define as ambitious. His 
latest work Phantom Ride premiered at the Tate Britain 
earlier this year. 

wikipedia.org/wiki/simon_starling

Motohiro Tanji
One of NTU’s more recent graduates, Japanese-born 
fashion designer studied an MA in fashion knitwear 
in the class of 2010, before promptly going off to set 
up his own fashion label. Although handmade, these 
aren’t the kinds of pieces your nan knocks out while 
watching old re-runs of Countdown. His knitwear 
mixes up styles and ranges from commercial textures 
to unique materials and techniques. He has a big, 
warm future ahead of him.

motohirotanji.com

Tim Noble and Sue Webster
This collaborative duo first met at Trent on a fine 
art course, and have produced a pretty impressive 
portfolio of work together since graduation in 1989. 
Their sculptures are made from ordinary objects, 
including rubbish, but have lights projected behind 
to create shadows that look like something else 
completely. Their work also includes pieces made from 
neon lighting, to impressive effect. They both received 
Honorary Doctorates from NTU in 2009.

timnobleandsuewebster.com

Paul Kaye
A bit of a smarty pants; After getting a first in theatre 
design he worked as an illustrator, graphic designer 
and scene painter before making his telly debut on The 
Word in 1994. Gaining notoriety for being the insulting 
red-headed American celebrity interviewer, the actor 
and comedian formerly known as Dennis Pennis, who 
also starred in Two Thousand Acres of Sky and It’s All 
Gone Pete Tong, is currently going through something 
of a career renaissance, following a role as Thoros of 
Myr in HBO’s Game of Thrones. 

wikipedia.org/wiki/paul_kaye

Wolfgang Buttress
An award-winning artist, this guy still lives and 
works in Nottingham and creates contextual artworks 
in public spaces. Those lovely metal trees and 
decorations on Lace Market Square are the products 
of his hard work and further afield, he was responsible 
for installing 4,000 glass bulb flowers in Highwood 
cemetery. Preferring to work in large scale, his pieces 
watch over major cities in the UK, Europe, Australia, 
USA, and Japan.

wolfgangbuttress.com

Jon Burgerman
Regular LeftLion readers will be more than familiar with the work of this 
Brooklyn-based doodler as he’s illustrated a cover and been interviewed by us 
this year. He graduated in fine art in 2001 and has since gone on to create myriad 
colourful characters, collaborate on films like The Great Hip-Hop Hoax and design 
levels for Sony’s WipeOut. Oh, and he plays ukulele in his band, Anxieteam.

back some of their most famous alumni to showcase their work in the Since 1843 exhibition…



Local lad Adam Dixon and Ipswich import Harry Martin are midfield partners for current national champions 
Beeston Hockey Club, as well as international regulars for both Great Britain and England. We popped along to 
discuss nights out in Nottingham, the highs and lows of the Olympics, and those pesky Panthers...

Beeston Hockey Club has a long history, but you didn’t win 
your first title until 2008. Is there any reason why it took 
so long?
Adam: The ambition has always been there. People behind the 
scenes, like Graham Griffiths (Manager) and the coaching set-up 
had been wanting this for years, so when we did finally win that 
national title it was euphoric really.
 
You’re defending champions now. Do you think you can retain 
your crown this season?
Harry: Yeah. After today (a 3-2 win against Loughborough) 
we’re eight wins out of eight, so we’re pretty confident that we’ll 
make the playoffs.
Adam: With the way our league works, you can win the league 
and at the end of the year, you still won’t lift the trophy unless 
you win the playoffs. That’s quite a hard one.
 
Being English champions, how much room is there for the 
club to grow?
Harry: Our real aim is Europe. We really want to push ahead 
there. It’s just trying to bridge that gap between us and the top 
European clubs. Once we do that, it’s really going to put Beeston 
on the map in a European way as well.
 
How much would European success mean to you personally?
Adam:  It’s something that not many English players have ever 
had. English club sides rarely do well in Europe, but we’ve got 
the experience now and we know what to expect from a German 
style of play, a Dutch style of play, and a Spanish style of play. I 
think our attention to detail is really what separates us.
 
Have you had any particularly memorable European trips, or 
been to any cities you’ve really enjoyed?
Adam: Our first trip to Paris was brilliant. We went on the 
Eurostar and won both games, which was great. We celebrated 
with a few beers and a few glasses of wine on the way back, 
and I can tell you it got out of hand (they both laugh). I think the 
coaches will be alright with me saying that. If you don’t enjoy it, 
what’s the point?
 
Harry, you went to the Olympics last year. What was that 
experience like?
Harry: It was incredible. In terms of being in and around 
the village and playing in front of that crowd, it was the best 
experience of my life. But it took a long time to get over the 
disappointment of not achieving what we thought we could 
(GB lost 3-1 to Australia in the bronze medal match). So mixed 
emotions overall. Dinner time was actually a highlight for me; 
the food was great. The last night was the Team GB party, Sir 
Chris Hoy was there and I saw Mo Farah. 

Adam, many people were surprised when you were cut from 
the Olympic preliminary squad. How did that feel?
Adam: It was very tough, probably one of the toughest things 
I’ve ever had to go through because you’re so involved within 
the squad and the training leading up to the games. To work 
towards the hope of winning an Olympic medal and then to be 
told you’re not going to be a part of it is gut-wrenching. I had 
to take a bit of time away from the game. Luckily there was no 
club hockey at that point, so I went travelling around France in a 
campervan and came back refreshed.
 
How does playing for your country compare to playing 
for Beeston?
Adam: It’s almost two different worlds. Down here at Highfields 
we’re probably one of the better supported domestic clubs but 
we still maybe only get crowds of 200, tops. Obviously we’re 
looking to improve that and that’s all about improving the 
spectators’ experience when they come down. International stuff 
is brilliant; we’ve played in front of tens of thousands in India. 
You can’t even hear yourself think.
 
Nottingham – as I’m sure you both know – has a pretty intense 
sporting rivalry with Derby, but they don’t have a top-flight 
hockey team. Do you have any rivalries with anyone else to 
make up for it?
Adam: Loughborough is up there, but it’s diluted a bit now 
because we have a few guys who used to play for Loughborough 
– they saw the light and jumped ship.
 
Would you like Derby to have a side?
Adam: As a Forest fan I’d absolutely love it. For a while, Belper 
had a top flight team who have gone off the boil a bit now, but 
those games used to be really good.
 
Do you ever get recognised out and about in town?
Harry: I wouldn’t have thought so, no.
Adam: We’re not quite there yet. We did have a Pakistani 
international play for us who was the Olympic captain and 
flag-bearer, he got recognised on a night out which was brilliant. 
But no, we don’t get that at all.
 
Hockey has a reputation as a bit of a posh sport. Do you think 
that’s fair?
Adam: It probably is fair, but I went to a comprehensive school, 
grew up in Newark, and I remember beating all the private 
schools, all the posh kids, so I kind of worked my way up.
 
You mention that Nottinghamshire is a bit of a hotbed for 
hockey. Why do you think that is?
Adam: I remember being coached as a ten-year-old by 

England coaches who were coming down in their spare time 
to help out. So having those connections has definitely helped 
Nottinghamshire and Beeston Hockey. It’s also a vibrant, 
multicultural city and there are Sikh hockey clubs here that have 
been in the national league and produced many a fine player.
 
If you mentioned hockey to most people in Nottingham, they’d 
think of the Panthers rather than Beeston. Although it’s a 
completely different sport, is there a sense that you’re living 
in the Panthers’ shadow a bit?
Harry: I hadn’t actually heard of the Panthers. (They both laugh)
Adam: Maybe. We’re happy where we are, but the entertainment 
factor that ice hockey brings is unrivalled really. Even though 
we have the big football clubs in the city, for a night out, you can 
go to the ice hockey, have a few beers, there’s loud music. It’s a 
great spectacle, and that’s harder to achieve as an outdoor sport 
on a cold Sunday afternoon.

Ice hockey has a bit of a reputation for violence. Do you think 
that’s a factor in its popularity – is it more dangerous and 
manly than hockey?
Harry: I guess the essence of the game means it is, but if you 
ask many [field] hockey players, they’ve had some pretty bad 
injuries. Since I’ve come to the club I’ve broken bones in my face 
and had stitches, hockey is a tough game.
 
So if the Panthers ditched their skates would they give you a 
run for your money? 
Adam: Do they know how to run? They’re too busy skating 
around like Torvill and Dean.
Harry: So we’re on the ice as well?
 
No, on a hockey pitch…
Adam: Well we can only use one side of the stick, they use two. 
Hand-eye coordination is obviously a huge part and their game 
is very quick, so I’m sure they’d give us a good game.
Harry: We’d welcome it.
 
So in a double-header, you’d back yourselves to win?
Adam: We’d back ourselves to win the field hockey.
Harry: We might have some problems on the ice.

The hockey season continues in Beeston throughout January. For 
a full list of fixtures visit the website.

 beestonhockeyclub.com
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NG8: Raleigh Chopper
Arthur Seaton wasn’t the only person with a Chopper 
at the old Raleigh factory. This motorcycle-inspired 
push bike, with its rather fetching ape hanger and 
drag handlebars, was the must have item on kids’ 
Christmas lists in the seventies.  

NG2: HP Sauce

The brown blob was invented 
by West Bridgford grocer FG 
Garton in 1895. He - foolishly in 
hindsight - swapped the recipe 
for £150 and the settlement of 
a debt. The HP originally stood 
for Houses of Parliament, as 
they were serving it at the time. 
Ironic that now HP has come to 
mean getting in the red. NG15: High 

Pressure Water
Papplewick Pumping Station 
is not just a brilliant piece of 
alliteration. It’s also a result of 
the city hosting the country’s 
fi rst high-pressure water supply, 
originally installed in the castle 
rocks during the 1830s. Not to 
be confused with low pressure 
water, which takes everything in 
its stride and sits about all day 
getting salinated.    

NG5: Desperate Dan
Dudley D Watkins grew up in Sherwood and dreamed of a 
gigantic cowboy who shaved with a blowtorch and stuffed 
himsen with cow pie complete with horns. He wasn’t 
bothered in the slightest if it was organic or locally sourced. 

NG2: Professional 
Football
Once upon a time football was an excuse for 
an unlimited number of players from opposing 
villages to kick the bobbins out of each other 
as long as nobody got murdered. Then Notts 
County came along and ruined it all by making 
it proper with rules and everything.

NG9: Ibuprofen

When Dr Stewart Adams 
invented a pain relief cure at 
the Boots factory in 1961 he 
aptly did it with a hangover. 
Fifty years on and the nation’s 
binge-drinking capital still pay 
homage to his invention every 
Sunday morning. And Saturday 
morning. And Friday morning. 
Sod it, any day goes. 

NG7: MRI Scanner
Boffi n Sir Peter Mansfi eld used radio waves and magnets in the 
seventies to develop a well-fast brain scanner that could detect 
serious health issues, and dirty thoughts about your mate’s sister.

NG13: Video Tape Recorder
Norman Rutherford and Michael Turner were the East Bridgford lads who developed the Telcan 
for the Nottingham Electronic Valve Company in 1963. It might sound like a race of aliens from 
Star Trek, but it was actually an early precursor to Betamax and VHS tape machines.  

NG7: Vivian 
Mackerrell
The alcoholic thespian who 
inspired the fi lm character 
of Withnail is best known 
for smoking giant spliffs and 
drinking lighter fl uid. However, 
he spent much of his later 
years living in Cecil Street 
in Lenton and donating a 
generous amount of money to 
Nottingham pubs.

NG1: Lace
Not only did the city’s 
famous openwork fabric 
give its name to an area 
of the city that would 
confuse many a tourist 
into thinking there was 
an actual market there, 
but it also gave knuckle 
draggers the opportunity 
to use rhyming chat-up 
lines for the fi rst time: 
“take off yer lace and sit 
on me face.” 

NG14: Stocking Knitting Machine

Saucy Calverton clergyman William Lee invented the fi rst stocking knitting 
machine in 1589. However, Queen Elizabeth, possibly the earliest Luddite, 
feared it would cause unemployment and he was forced to take it to France.

NG21: Robin Hood
Knock, knock. Who’s there? Robin. 
Robin who? Robin the rich to give to 
the poor. Ya get meh.

Twelve mint exports that Notts has lovingly bestowed upon the world...

NG2: HP Sauce

The brown blob was invented 
by West Bridgford grocer FG 
Garton in 1895. He - foolishly in 
hindsight - swapped the recipe 
for £150 and the settlement of 
a debt. The HP originally stood 
for Houses of Parliament, as 
they were serving it at the time. 
Ironic that now HP has come to 
mean getting in the red. NG15: High 

Pressure Water
Papplewick Pumping Station 
is not just a brilliant piece of 
alliteration. It’s also a result of 
the city hosting the country’s 
fi rst high-pressure water supply, 
originally installed in the castle 
rocks during the 1830s. Not to 
be confused with low pressure 
water, which takes everything in 
its stride and sits about all day 
getting salinated.    

Words, design and concept by LeftLion 
Illustrations by Tom Goodwin

Available as a delightful fabric print from

LEFTLION.CO.UK/shop



The Howie Smith Project and St Ann’s Projects
present THE KICKSTARTER CAMPAIGN

stannsprojects.wordpress.com
howie-smith.org.uk

theBeaconNottingham @theBeaconNottm

Please support
kickstarter.com

‘Let The Beacon Shine’
and support the transformation

of an abandoned neighbourhood building
into a creative community artspace.



Last season Corey Neilson led Nottingham Panthers to their most successful season ever. They did 
a clean sweep of all three trophies winning the regular season title, the Challenge Cup and the 
play-offs. Can they repeat the feat again this year?

Congratulations for last season. Where does that rank in your 
career achievements?
For coaching, the last year will be pretty tough to match: 
winning three trophies the way we did was pretty special. We 
were a fun team to watch as well, a really tough team. A lot of 
nice things happened, so career-wise it was pretty special.
 
Do you think you can do the same this year?
We are trying to. Replicating last year will be tough. It’s been 
like this for a while. Every other team is gunning for us now, just 
because we are the Panthers and we have had success. It does 
get tougher and tougher every year, but we have a strong team, 
a strong franchise and hopefully we can maintain where we are. 
That’s our goal.
 
Was it a difficult decision to step down from playing last year?  
I really enjoyed playing and I had a lot of fun. So I do miss it, but 
I was looking for a new challenge anyway. It was the right time. 
The organisation was growing out of a player-coach I was keen 
for a challenge and it helped to push me on and gave me the 
reason to go.
 
You’ve said before that you regret the 2-1 loss to Edinburgh 
being your last ever game. Any other regrets?
For my whole career? Jeez, there are tons of them. My biggest 
mistake was probably leaving the US after my first year as a 
pro to go to Germany. I’ve had a bunch of other doozies along 
the way, but I was in the system, up and down in the American 
League and then I decided to go and do something else 
completely, which was a ‘whoops’ moment.
 
There have only ever been five Panthers shirts retired. Did 
you really not know until the night of league title presentation 
that was happening to yours?
Our General Manager, Gary Moran, kept it totally under 
wraps. It was pretty special and probably the highlight of my 
playing career. You never forget your championships and your 
teammates, but something as individual as that goes towards 
your legacy. People will forget what I did here and there and the 
kind of player I was, but they will always see something like 
that, the number and the name, and it’s special.
 
Which team do you think is the biggest threat to Panthers 
this season?
It’s a tough question to answer because Dundee and Braehead 
are playing against Edinburgh week in, week out. They are in 
very good positions to succeed because the competition isn’t 

quite as high, whereas each and every night, statistically, we 
will be playing against better hockey clubs. But Belfast have 
really impressed me this year and Coventry are explosive too. 
Cardiff are a complete mess.
 
Do the Panthers really hate the Sheffield Steelers? There are 
new players each year, how does the rivalry continue?
The rivalry is the fans’ rivalry. The guys that have been here who 
have sensed it and experienced it let the new guys know. You 
build rivalries from competition and when they’re as explosive as 
those are sometimes, you keep those memories.
 
Does it hurt when you get checked into the boards?
Yes it does. How much depends on who is hitting you and how 
fast they are going. Force has to have acceleration, so for a guy 
like me, when I hit people, even though I was big and weighed 
a lot, I generally wasn’t going that fast. But guys who are 
flying, like Rob Bellamy – when they hit you quickly, that really 
hurts. The biggest thing to know about getting hit along the 
boards is that if you’re up next to it and someone hits you, the 
board absorbs the impact and it doesn’t hurt. But if you get the 
collision away from the board and are pushed into it, then that’s 
when people get hurt and injuries happen.
 
What’s the most pain you’ve ever felt on the ice?
That’s a tough one. I’ve had so many injuries. I’ve done my knees 
three times, hands, I’ve played with a pulled oblique for most 
of one of my seasons here, that was very hard. I broke an elbow 
in the last full year. The game has really changed. Players don’t 
play through any type of injury now.
 
Do you ever have to tell players not to fight? How do you stop 
Henley and Salters doing their own thing?
I don’t generally tell people to fight, or not to fight. These guys 
have been ringing for a long time and it’s up to them. I mean 
fighting is such an explosive event. It happens, sometimes it’s 
spur of the moment, sometimes it develops through scorelines, 
energy and different things. These guys are pretty smart to 
understand their roles. I don’t really have to tell them.

Most players are not familiar with Nottingham when they 
arrive. How do you and the team settle them in?
We rely a lot on the leadership group here and on the former 
players. To be honest, I’m trying to teach them how we play 
hockey, so I don’t get involved in the other bits of the job. The 
office staff provide them with some food and show them where 
things are. That’s not me.

You’ve been in Nottingham for a while. What do you like 
about the city?
This is my eighth year. The schooling is good. My kids go to 
school here and enjoy it. I definitely don’t enjoy the weather or 
the coffee though.
 
Ice hockey’s the national sport in Canada and a minority sport 
here. How did you adjust?
It wasn’t really an adjustment for me. I just do my thing and play.
 
You’re Assistant Coach for GB now. How do you see GB hockey 
moving forward?
It’s a tough call, I don’t know. That will be up to the national 
federation to make sure that they are coaching the coaches, to 
make sure that the coaches are teaching the kids and developing 
players, and that we are given an opportunity to succeed by 
giving them time to train.
 
If you could have one Panthers player back from last season 
that you haven’t got at the moment, who would it be?
That’s too tough to call. Foxy was pretty good, but so were 
Linger, Bruce, Gali, Beckett and Lepine. They all brought so 
many different elements.
 
David Ling was a real character. What’s your favourite 
Ling story?
I’d been bothering him all year, trying to get him to do this one 
thing. On one face-off, he was supposed to swing a certain 
way, and he never did. Then there was one game, probably just 
before Christmas, when he finally did it and as he was swinging 
through, he was looking at me, waving, saying “hey coach, I’m 
doing it. Coach, I’m doing it.” When the puck came to him he 
wasn’t even looking, he was too busy waving 
at me… 
 
Nottingham Panthers have home games in December against 
Cardiff Devils, Belfast Giants, Braehead Clan, Sheffield Steelers 
and Coventry Blaze. See their website for full details.

panthers.co.uk

interview: Sally Utton
photo: Dom Henry

HAVE AN ICE DAY
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Art works
Nev and John
by Martha Glazzard

Odysseus Leaving Ogygia

As a visual artist I’m obsessed not with intellect and concepts, 
but the visceral. My work is a response to what I find inspiring in 
the world, an honest attempt at creating something unique born 
out of an appreciation of both the dramatic and the mundane in 
literature, music, folklore and mythology.

My work is always figurative and I work mostly from memory 
or what knowledge I have retained. It’s not important for me to 
use a model; I can invent shadow and backlighting and it can all 
happen intuitively or without too much planning just as I’m about 
to commit to a project. There is nothing more challenging or 
exciting than confronting a canvas with just an idea in your head, 
or from your sketchbook, and a paint brush in your hand.

The thoughts and inspiration behind the work for for my most recent show, Aspects of Lore 
and Shadow, draws heavily on folklore and mythological themes. Past projects had included 
the creation of several large works based around some of the Irish tales of Cuchulainn, so 
it wasn’t unfamiliar territory; a rich quarry for any artist. Myths and folklores in today’s 
enlightened times might appear somewhat simplistic or even ridiculous no matter how 
sophisticated the design. What I have attempted to do with the work in this show is to simply 
be inspired, to re-evaluate, re-interpret and put down on paper and canvas the results. 

Odysseus Leaving Ogygia is oil on canvas and measures 128cm x 107cm. The painting 
probably took me about three months to complete in my evenings and weekends. The 
inspiration behind it is the story of the Greek hero Odysseus, from Homer’s Odyssey, and 
his journey home after the fall of Troy. Not long into his journey, Odysseus and his crew are 
shipwrecked during a violent storm. Favoured by the Gods, Odysseus is the sole survivor 
and is safely deposited on the shores of the Isle of Ogygia. Odysseus becomes beguiled and 
enchanted by the island’s ruler, Calypso. A gloriously resplendent nymph with preternatural 
beauty, Calypso is determined to keep Odysseus on the island and have him for her consort 
and lover; thereby angering the Gods who have decreed the coupling of mortal and nymph 
to be illicit. After seven years, Hermes is tasked by the Gods to persuade Calypso to allow 
Odysseus safe passage home. Although at first she is disinclined, she yields after observing 
Odysseus, morose and lugubriously pining for his homeland.  

I had fun re-interpreting this story with a little help from the disc pictured on the phonograph, 
Jaques Brel’s Le Port d’Amsterdam, that gave rise to a completely new staging of the drama. 
Ogygia has become Amsterdam, Calypso is represented not by one amorous enchanted 
nymph but a multitude of naked women dancing in the windows of the buildings. Odysseus 
points the way to the ‘party’s over’ Hermes unaware that the monkey stowaway, a symbol of 
his exotic sojourn, is along for the journey.  

Aspects Of Lore And Shadow is at Buxton Museum until Saturday 7 December. Then Focus 
Gallery, 108 Derby Road, NG1 5FB from Friday 13 December 2013 - Friday 31 January 2014 
see focusgallerynottingham.com for times. 

angelomurphy.com

by Angelo Murphy

I’ve been a Morris enthusiast for a long time and it’s what 
I based my final year degree work on. I’m intrigued by how 
customs come about and whether they are still observed today. 
I chose this print of Nev and John accompanying the Mersey 
Morris Men as it shows something about the people behind the 
customs.  
 
I sent this and another print of a Mersey Morris Man to an email 
address I found for the team and eventually I heard back from 
John’s grandson (third active generation of the Morris dancers) 
who sent me tickets to their annual ceilidh. I went with my 
mum and danced with some of the men whose photos I had 
been looking at for three years. It was like being a groupie for a 
strange celebrity cult I had built up in my head. Everyone I met 

was brilliant and loved that I wanted to document what they were doing. 
 
What I like about lino as a medium is that it enslaves you. It’s a cruel mistress yet the pain 
from hunching over it with raw hands pressing into tools becomes a cathartic experience. The 
whole process is arduous and very unforgiving – one wrong move and the face is gone! I like 
that though, you have to accept the imperfections. There’s also a sense of removal from what 
you are observing as it goes through various simplifications: reversal, cack-handed rendering 
and then off-setting in ink. The work moves further and further from the original image, which 
is where your own style as a printmaker takes over.
 
Since the Morris dancers, I’ve been looking at other rituals from Aztec goddesses to buying 
meat from the butcher. I get inspiration from things like tourism, what we display as humans 
(from a crab in a tank in a visitor’s centre to the patterns on our clothes), collections, fancy 
dress, anything that has a sense of custom and purpose. Everything I make into a print I have 
seen (more or less) - there’s so much to see, I don’t need to make things up.
 
I’m also doing some collaborative work with printers that combines my garment-making 
experience with prints from other artists. I collaborated with Tara Hill and we’re both keen to 
do more, as are some other local screen printers. I’m finishing a PhD at the moment, but I’d 
love to have more time to work with different materials and products. I’ve done quite a few 
posters and images for other Nottingham folk like Kneel Before Zod, Burly Nagasaki and I got 
really involved in Hello Gore’s El Dia De Muertos party. 
 
I’m only just starting to look at printmaking as a commercial venture; I want to set up an 
online shop under the name ‘Hand Cuts Hand’. The name came from the various creative 
activities I’ve done, all tending to result in my hands being injured. Anyone who’s ever 
stabbed their hand with a lino tool will know that you don’t forget doing it.

handcutshand.wordpress.com
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featured listing...

LET THE BEACON SHINE

The St Ann’s Project and The Howie Smith Project 
have come together to re-open The Beacon on 
Bluebell Hill in St Ann’s. Formerly a pub, it’s been 
derelict for years and, to be frank, was a bit of a blight 
on the landscape. They’re re-opening it as a self-
sustainable place where the community can come 
together to share, learn, swap skills, teach, meet, eat, 
develop, fix, make and create. That’s a lot of things 
right there but it’s all possible and in a safe, central 
environment.

This isn’t a project that’s aimed at young or old, it’s 
for everyone. They’re already whipping it into shape 
but they’ll be needing your help in 2014 so get liking 
them on Facebook, following them on Twitter and 
just generally checking in with their progress on their 
blog. Their Kickstarter campaign ‘Let The Beacon 
Shine’ will be collecting much needed funds for the 
project, so put your hand in your pocket and give your 
city a decent Christmas present. Every little helps to 
make big things happen. 

stannsprojects.wordpress.com

Pandora’s Box
Masquerade Ball 
If you fancy something a bit more 
mysterious this New Year, head on down 
to this Masquerade Ball. Pop on a face 
mask and have a bit of a mingle as a 
stranger of the night. Your identity is 
hidden, so you can be the man/woman you 
always wanted to be. It also means you 
can dance like a maniac and no one will 
be taking the Michael out of you come the 
following morning.
£20, Houndsgate, NG1 7AB

pandorasbox.uk.com

Glee Club
A right good night of laughs have been 
laid out for you by the ladies and gents of 
Glee. You can expect to be howling your 
way into the New Year thanks to Andrew 
Stanley, Charlie Baker, Stuart Mitchell 
and John Gordillo. You’ve probably seen 
most of these guys on the telly, trust us, 
they’re funnier in real life. And if you’re 
still not convinced, laughter helps relieve 
stress, so put 2013 behind you and have 
a good giggle.
£19/£8 NUS, Canal Street, NG1 7EH

glee.co.uk/nottingham

Just The Tonic 
New Year’s Eve Special 
A cracker of a night, JTT will be putting 
on three of the best comedians on the 
circuit (Adam Bloom, Ian Cognito and 
Roger Monkhouse) to make you laugh 
yer head off. When the comedy stops, the 
dancing starts. If you’ve had enough come 
10.30, you’re more than welcome to head 
off home, but if you want the proper New 
Years’ experience then stop where you are 
because the venue turns into a nightclub 
for you to party your way into 2014.
£10/£14/£22, Burton Street, NG1 4DB

justthetonic.com/nottingham-comedy

Tilt
Open Bar 
Now this may sound a little dangerous, 
especially on New Years’, but Tilt don’t 
care and are throwing their own little 
‘house party’. That means it’s a ticket-only 
gig with an open bar. Yes, drink all you like 
without arguing over whos round it is. So 
for the entry price you can have as many 
cocktails as you like. Sounds good to us. 
There’ll also be some great food thrown 
in, bubbles and even a bit of fancy dress. 
Leave your wallet at home and head on 
down, it’s bound to be a wicked night.
£50, Pelham Street, NG1 2EH

tiltbar.co.uk

Nottingham Castle Fireworks
There’s no better way to celebrate a big 
occasion than by lighting up the sky with 
lots of pretty colours and explosions. It’s 
a fact. If you don’t fancy shaking your tail 
feather then this is for you. Nottingham 
Castle will be setting off plenty of 
fireworks come the stroke of midnight, 
and while you can’t go on the castle 
grounds, you can watch the beautiful 
sights from pretty much anywhere outside 
in the City Centre.
Free, Nottingham City Centre

Galleries Of Justice
Overnight Ghost Hunt          
If ghosts and ghouls are more up your 
street than dancing, Galleries Of Justice 
are putting on an Overnight Ghost Hunt 
this New Years. If you’d prefer to jump at 
spirits rather than down them, head on 
down and hunt around for the paranormal 
instead? You’ll get to go through the 
Galleries and the terrifying underground 
caves while having full access to ghost 
hunting equipment. If you’ve always 
fancied yourself as a bit of a ghostbuster, 
why not wear your boilersuit too.
£59, High Pavement, NG1 1HN

galleriesofjustice.org.uk

Royal Concert Hall
Sinfonia Viva
All you classical music lovers out there 
care in for a treat. We’re sure you’re a bit 
sick of all the pop and cheesy tunes you 
hear over Christmas and New Year’s, so for 
something a bit more elegant, try Sinfonia 
Viva. Principal Guest Conductor Nicholas 
Kok will be joined by a selection of Strauss 
family hits. With bits of Tchaikovsky and 
Stravinsky and plenty more legendary 
composers, this is bound to be epic.
£15 - £31, Theatre Square, NG1 5ND

trch.co.uk

Dollop
Calling all electro heads. Dollop are 
hosting their renowned event with the 
sickest of lineups - Ben UFO, Boddika, Joy 
Orbison, Loefah, Oneman and Skream to 
name a few. As an elusive touch, there’s 
a secret headliner yet to be announced, 
so keep your finger on the pulse for the 
big reveal. You better be up for frantically 
running round a labyrinth of venues on 
a quest to boogie, this one’s a twelve 
hour marathon of big names and massive 
sounds to match.
£38.50, Rock City, Stealth, Rescue Rooms

dollopdollop.com

Alley Cafe
I’m Not From Brooklyn & NG64
Professor Elemental, Ill Citizen, Punning 
Clan and a load more masters of ceremony 
are getting on it to deliver a funkiest of 
hip hop vibes. Expect to seea something 
special - from Earlybird on the MPC to the 
crazy dancing of Just James, the skill is on 
the mix and blend. Dress code is deviants, 
detectives, gangsters and molls so it’ll be 
proper funny to see what everyone dons. A 
night rife with big beats and expert lyrical 
flows from local and not so local talent, get 
yersens down.
£8/£10, Cannon Court, Angel Row, NG1 6JE

facebook.com/ImNotFromBrooklyn
 

Ye Olde Salutation
Rock the Ages
If you rockers out there are feeling a tad 
left out, the Sal always deliver when it 
comes to blowin’ yer socks off - and the 
finalé of 2013 will be no different. There’ll 
be three DJs taking it back to the old-
school and rag-dolling you through the 
ages with heavy sounds and plenty of 
boozy fuel. Be prepared for a right good, 
metal-lined night of madness.
Maid Marian Way, NG1 6AJ

Nottingham Contemporary
New Years’ Party
Got ants in your pants in excitement for 
the big countdown? Contempreh is the 
go-to night for you to release them with 
Hallouminati bringing a gypsy swing 
disturbance and The ‘Gorgeous Chans’ 
six-piece, bouncy energy. Feet will be 
skanking uncontrollably all night. If that 
weren’t enough, there’s even more music 
from Truth and Lies, DJ Ex-Friendly and 
Joff. As a special treat for you lot, the 
ticket price includes a glass of bubbly and 
delicious food. Lovleh.
£15/£20, Weekday Cross, NG1 2GB

nottinghamcontemporary.org
 

Malt Cross
Wholesome Fish
Time for some sore toes under the weight 
of mayhem inducing noise. The lively folk 
sounds of the fiddle, harmonica, accordion, 
banjo and guitar will fuse to form the 
distinctively manic music we’ve come to 
expect from Wholesome Fish. Jumping 
from blues to punk to Cajun, you’ve got to 
see Wholesome Fish to really appreciate 
what they’re all about but what we can 
say is, they know how to party.
£10, St James’s Street, NG1 6 andFG

maltcross.com
 

The Lacehouse 
New Years’ Eve Party
Starting the New Year with live music from 
the likes of Martin Teall, Saint Raymond, 
Louis Scottt and Frazer Lowrie. Expect 
a guitar-fuelled indie vibe and bursts 
of acoustic reveries, topped off with a 
mashup of genres from DJ Yan to keep you 
on your feet for the duration. As if New 
Years’ wasn’t exciting enough, there are 
some surprises in store for you, so stay on 
the ball... Or drop off it in a drunken mess, 
your call.
£5/£7/£8, Stoney Street, NG1 1LL

facebook.com/thelacehouse
  

The Maze 
Perdition vs. Violated
You’re invited to thrash about in a frenzy 
with the best of them at The Maze for their 
metal-drenched clubnight. You’d be a daft 
‘un to sit at home pondering resolutions 
when incredible music ranging from 
Hendrix to Lamb of God, as well as a load 
of cheap drinks, is awaiting your approval. 
DJ Apocalypse and DJ Malleus Massacre 
are taking over the main room while DJ 
Duke Lavage rips up the front bar and 
DJ Damian shreds upstairs to pieces. It’s 
gonna be insane.
£5/£7, Mansfield Road, NG1 3FT

themazerocks.com

’

LAST NIGHT
The pressure is on to have the best night of your life, a big ask when 
everywhere you look someone is chucking a party. Stop fretting, grab a 
drop of what you fancy, and sit down and have a glance through our no 
nonsense guide to the biggest night of 2013…

COVER UPS
It’s that time of year when 
doing covers seems to be 
acceptable. And this year 
there are more options 
than ever before.

First up we have Cover From Another Brother at the 
Golden Fleece. Notts musicians perform a couple of 
their own songs. Then they play one last song by 
one of their contemporaries – a fellow Nottingham 
musician. Already confirmed are Sam Jones, Frazer 
Lowrie, Esther Van Leuven, Alexa Hawksworth, Kane 
Ashmore, Leah Sinead and Frankie Rudolph. There’s 
plenty more to be added to the bill too. The main 
mystery is what will they play. You’ll have to turn up 
to find out.

Brother From Another Cover, The Golden Fleece, 
Thursday 5 December, Free entry

Damn You! Have been leading the Christmas covers 
charge for years. If you don’t know the drill by now, 
then basically a load of bands get fifteen minutes 
to pretend they’re a completely different band 
entirely. Oh, and none of them are allowed to tell you 
what band they’re going to be until you get there. 
Confirmed for this year are Whitefinger, Paper Plane 
Crash, I Am Lono, We Show Up On Radar, Twenty 
Year Hurricane and more to be confirmed. If you want 
to go then get a ticket early. This one sells out every 
damned year.

Damn You! Christmas Covers Party, The Bodega, 
Saturday 21 December, £7

Do you like the sound of really awful singing? Would 
you like to spend the evening in the company of 
two grown men who really should know better, 
caterwauling their hearts out in front of people who 
may or may not know them? Well, come to watch Will 
Robinson (I’m Not From London) and Tommy Rosley 
(Farmyard Records) singing together at the Golden 
Fleece in what now seems to have become a macabre 
christmas tradition. Bring earplugs.

Will and Tommy sing the classics, Sunday 22 
December, The Golden Fleece, NG1 3FN. Free entry

words: Sam Nahirny and Bridie Squires
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Sunday 1 December 
 
Danny and the Champions of the 
World  
The Maze 
£10 
 
Michael Monroe  
The Rescue Rooms 
£16.50 
 
Live music from Dom D  
The Living Room 
7pm 
 
Open Mic Night  
Brew Dog 
 
Strictly No Django  
The Guitar Bar, Hotel Deux 
Free, 6pm 
 
Acme Swing  
The Guitar Bar, Hotel Deux 
Free, 8pm 
 
Lunadogs, Franobollo, Lucine Bell 
& Hackenbush  
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm - 11pm 
 
DJ Marriott  
The Southbank Bar 
Free, 9pm 
 

Monday 2 December 
 
Dirty Mondays  
The Forum 
£4, 11pm - 3am 
 
Bulwell’s Chiristmas Celebrations  
Bulwell Market 
Free, 3pm - 6pm 
 

Tuesday 3 December 
 
Airbourne  
Rock City 
£17.50 
 
JP Cooper  
The Rescue Rooms 
 
The Blue Aeroplanes  
The Bodega 

Tuesday 3 December 

UP Uke Duo, Rosa’s Lovely 
Daughters and Marc Block Trio  
The Guitar Bar, Hotel Deux 
£5, 8pm - 11:15pm 
 
Detour  
Dogma 
£5, 9:30pm 
 
Elliot Morris  
The Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm 
 
China Drum, ESO, Headstone 
Horrors, Matt Grocott  
The Maze 
£10, 7:30pm 
 
Detour  
Dogma 
 
Nina Smith and New 
Communication  
Royal Centre 
7pm 
 
Elliot Morris  
The Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm 
 

Wednesday 4 December 
 
The Chameleonsvox  
The Rescue Rooms 
£14 
 
Rob Baker Band  
The Living Room 
 
Richie Muir  
The Approach 
8pm - 1am 
 
Indiana  
The Bodega 
£7.75, 7pm 
 
Open Mic  
JamCafé 
8pm 
 
Open Mic Night  
The Maze 
Free, 8pm 

Wednesday 4 December 

Moulettes  
The Glee Club 
£7/£8, 7:30pm - 8:15pm 
 
Rat Pack  
Royal Centre 
 

Thursday 5 December 
 
Adrian Edmondson and The Bad 
Shepherds  
The Rescue Rooms 
£18.50 

Thursday 5 December 

Hacktivist  
Rock City 
£8 
 
Theo Jackson and Nathaniel Facey  
Bonington Theatre 
£5/£10/£12, 8pm - 10:30pm 
 
Open mic  
The Lion Inn 
Free, 9pm 
 
Ed and Graeme  
The Living Room 
9:30pm 
 
Cover From Another Brother  
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm 
 
KiKi Stone Presents Jiggle Belles 
Rock  
The Maze 
£8, 8pm - 1am 
Yaz Lacey, Pyrcia, Hannah 
Heartshape, G (Damn Heavy), Bru-C 
and Rick Donohue 
 
Kris Ward  
The Approach 
 
Wire & Wool  
The Alley Cafe 
 
Made In The Shade  
The Alley Cafe 
 
Detonate presents Black Butter  
Nottingham Trent Students’ Union 
£12, 9:30pm - 3:30pm 
Rudimental (DJ Set) Gorgon City 
My Nu Leng Scrufizzer Standfast 
Lucid. Room 2: Trent Bass Society 
VS Original Flavour Spam Chop 
(Wigflex) ODC Joe Breslin J.Harvey 
Jones Tamer B2B Pegasus Cali P 
Uncle Junior
 
4Play  
The Forum 
£4/£5/£6, 11pm - 3am 
 
Open Mic Night  
Bunkers Hill Inn 
 
Red Sea Lounge  
Deux 
 

Thursday 5 December

Richie Muir Band and Quiz  
The Southbank Bar 
Free, 9pm 
 
Wire and Wool  
The Alley Cafe 
 

Friday 6 December 
 
From The Jam  
Rock City 
£20 
 
Woe, Is Me  
The Rescue Rooms 
£10 

I’m Not From London  
Suede Bar 
Free entry, 8pm - 2am 
 
TMX presents Good Throb, White 
Finger and Mannequin  
Stuck On A Name Recording Studio 
£5/£6
 
Kellys Heroes at the Lion  
The Lion 
 
Kagoule, Hang and Bluebird  
The Lacehouse 
£4/£5, 8pm 
 
Timebomb and Ronin  
Ye Olde Salutation Inn 
Free, 8pm - 2am 
 
The Money and Good Times DJ  
The Approach 
 
Ditto  
The Forum 
£5, 11pm - 3:30am 
 
Alfa9 and The Amber Herd  
The Maze 
£5, 8pm 
 
I’m Not From London  
JamCafé 
Free, 7pm 
The Wickets , JC Decaux, Plaids and 
Mammoth Wing
 
Take Over  
Spanky Van Dykes 
£10/£7.50, 9pm - 4am 
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WASTE NOT, WANT NOT
Share and share alike

It’s Sunday evening, you’ve got 
naff all in the fridge, you couldn’t
be bothered to cook even if there 
was, and you’re fed up of not 
making any valuable or quantifiable 
contribution to the furtherance of 
your local community. We’ve all been 
there, right?
 
Solve all your problems and get 
yourself down to the launch of 
Sharing Sherwood on Sunday 8 
December 7pm at The Sherwood 
Cookery Workshop. Local resident 
Greg Hewitt has connected the 
dots to create a brilliant symbiosis: 
supermarkets are providing 
food that would otherwise have 
been discarded due to rules and 
regulations that unfortunately mean 
that perfectly sound food is thrown 
away. Volunteer cooks create a 
selection of freshly made and piping 
hot dishes for anyone to come and enjoy. There is no menu, there is no set price and when it’s gone – it’s gone.  
 
Diners are asked for a discretionary contribution, all the resulting proceeds go towards projects that focus on 
supporting people on low incomes such as food banks. It’s a fantastic concept and plans are in place to make it a 
regular event. Join the Facebook group and you’re always going to be in the know about future dates and plans. And 
if you really want to get stuck in, there are also a range of volunteering opportunities available. 
 
Sherwood Sharing Launch, The Sherwood Cookery Workshop, Mansfield Road, NG5 2GE, Sunday 8 December, 7pm.

facebook.com/SharingSherwood

URBAN OUTFITTERS
After months of hi-vis lovelies in 

hard hats popping up from behind 

the boardings on the corner of Viccy 

Centre, Urban Outfitters finally flung 

open their doors last month with the 

kind of party you’d expect from a new 

bar, not a retail outlet. But no one’s 

complaining because Nottingham 

now has its very own place to get the 

skinniest of clobber and look razor 

sharp.

Urban Outfitters started way back in 

1970 in America, and the Nottingham 

store is their fortieth to open in 

Europe. It officially opened on Friday 

15 November, just in time to not look 

like a prat over the Christmas season 

with all the gigs and parties going off, 

and also to grab a bunch of presents for your loved ones. Nesh girlfriend? Get her some rather tasteful cosy moose 

slipper socks or a pink dinosaur onesie. Music obsessed boyfriend? A retro turntable for his discs, or some decent 

cans. A snap happy sibling? Lomo is your friend. 

As all hipsters will already be aware, and the rest of us will know very soon, Urban Outfitters is the shop to go to for 

all your wardrobe and accessory needs. You can make your entire life hipper than hip with a shop or two in this place; 

there’s apparel from a variety of independent brands, plus a good selection of homewares, music, books, footwear 

and gifts. 

Shop til you’re drop dead gorgeous.

Urban Outfitters, Victoria Centre, Parliament Street

urbanoutfitters.co.uk
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Friday 6 December

The Joe Strange Band  
The Southbank Bar 
Free, 8pm - 2am 
 

Saturday 7 December 
 
Dave Hause  
The Bodega 
£9 
 
White Lies  
Rock City 
£20 
 
Poizon’s Xmas Bash 
The Rescue Rooms 
£8 
 
Marc Block Trio at The Lady Bay  
Lady Bay pub 
9pm - 11:30pm 
 
Urban Intro  
The Approach 
 
Buddha Palm  
The Alley Cafe 
 
Shake and Bake  
JamCafé 
 
Over The Wall, Cantaloupe and We 
Show Up On Radar  
Bunkers Hill Inn 
£5 (£4 in advance), 8:30pm - 2am 
 
Ho-Ho-Hoochie Coochie  
Spanky Van Dykes 
£7.50, 9pm - 2am 
 
T I Funk and DJ Marriott  
The Southbank Bar 
Free, 9pm - 2am 
 
Stiff Kittens  
The Bodega 
Free, 10pm 
 
Hockley Rocks  
Hartleys Coffee Bar 
12pm - 4pm 
 

Sunday 8 December 
 
Purson  
The Rescue Rooms 
£6.50 
 
Touche Amore  
Rock City 
£12 

 

Sunday 8 December

The Eternal Youth Club  
The Old Coach House Southwell 
3pm - 8pm 
 
Live Music from Rob W  
The Living Room 
 
DJ Marriott  
The Southbank Bar 
 
The Grimethorpe Colliery Band  
Royal Centre 
 

Monday 9 December 
 
Flux Pavilion  
Rock City 
£14.50 
 
Black Acid Souls and White Coast 
Rebels  
The Maze 
£5, 7:30pm 
 
The Russian Patriarchate Choir  
Royal Centre 
 

Tuesday 10 December 
 
Alabama 3  
The Rescue Rooms 
£20 
 
Notts in a Nutshell  
The Maze 
Free, 7:30pm 
Falling Upstairs, Flying Kangaroo 
Alliance, Interplanetary Trash Talk, 
Blue Youth and Sid Shevlin.
 
Detour  
Dogma 
 
On A Festive Note  
Royal Centre 

Wednesday 11 December 
 
Rob Baker Band  
The Living Room 
 
Richie Muir  
The Approach 
 
Open Mic  
JamCafé 
 

Thursday 12 December 
 
Black Star Riders  
Rock City 
£22.50 

Thursday 12 December

Open mic  
The Lion Inn 
 
Owen (Mike Kinsella) 
The Maze 
£8, 7:30pm - 11:30pm 

Christmas with the Beeston Big 
Band and Reformed Players  
Sherwood United Reformed Church 
Donation, 7:30pm - 10pm 
 
Live music from Aus and Lee  
The Living Room 
 
Bob Wilmott  
The Approach 
 
4Play  
The Forum 
£4/£5/£6, 11pm - 3am 
 
Stephanie Cargill, Humble He and 
Skunkboyproject  
JamCafé 
9pm 

Thursday 12 December

Owen and Shakey Hands  
The Maze 
£8/£10, 7:30pm 
 
Rogue FM DJs  
Dogma 
 
Rob Rouse  
The Glee Club 
 
Richie Muir Band and Quiz  
The Southbank Bar 
Free, 9pm 
 
André Rieu  
Nottingham Arena 
£44.80 - £156, 7:30pm 
 
Wire and Wool  
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 7pm 
 

Friday 13 December 
 
Gavin Butler and Neil Starr 
The Rescue Rooms 
£8 
 
Mallory Knox  
Rock City 
£10 
 
I’m Not From London  
Suede Bar 
 
Emporor Chung, Spirytus and 
Imperial Circus  
Ye Olde Salutation Inn 
 
Mood Indigo At The Boathouse  
The Beefeater Castle Marina 
Free, 8pm 
 
Seabirds and The Electric Pop 
Group 
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
£6, 7:30pm 
 
Spirytus, Emperor Chung and 
Imperial Circus  
Ye Olde Salutation Inn 
Free, 8pm - 2am 
 
The Joe Strange Band and Good 
Times DJ  
The Approach 
 
Rigbee Deep  
The Alley Cafe 

Friday 13 December 

Ditto  
The Forum 
£5, 11pm - 3:30am 
 
Distillery Blues Band, Kenworthy 
and Leo and the Seraphim  
JamCafé 
 
Electric Swing Circus  
The Maze 
£8 / £11, 8pm 
 
Rich Howell  
The Southbank Bar 
 
Only Men Aloud  
Royal Centre 
 

Saturday 14 December 
 
Sack Sabbath and Iron on Maiden  
Rock City 
£10 
 
The Beat  
The Rescue Rooms 
£16 
 
Johnny and the Raindrops  
Polish Eagle Club 
£4 / £13, 2pm - 3:30pm 
 
Punk 4 The Homeless Compilation 
launch  
The Doghouse 
£5, 12pm - 1am 
Ends Sunday 15 December 
 
The Furnace and Toadstool  
Ye Olde Salutation Inn 
£3, 8pm - 2am 
 
Musika DJ Sessions  
The Alley Cafe 
 
DJ Rick Donohue  
The Malt Cross 
 
Brothers Rasputin & Genre Clash  
JamCafé 
 
Smokescreen Soundsystem  
The Maze 
£5, 10pm 
Chris Simmonds, The Littlemen, 
Frandanski, Rob, Tom and Engine 
DJs.
 
The Money  
The Southbank Bar

    music event listings... for more: leftlion.co.uk/listings

ROAR FOOTAGE
Two Pints of Lager and a Packet Of Popcorn 

You may already know of The (rather excellently named) Lion pub in 
Basford, whether it be for their selection of eleven cask ales and 
ten real ciders, their live music, great atmosphere, or perhaps all 
of the above.  
 
If none of those fine attributes have tickled your fancy in the past, 
then their new movie night may well be the thing to draw you in. On 
every Monday evening from 8pm they will be setting up a two-metre 
big screen in the bar to show classic films on – with no entry charge 
to the attendees. The first night was Halloween themed, with An 
American Werewolf in London and Carrie; and it has continued with 
great success, with the likes of One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest and 
Fight Club shown since. While the owners choose some of the films, 
Joe Public can suggest film selections via their Facebook page or, 
more socially, over the bar. 
 
All the classic cinema food stuffs are available, such as hot dogs, 
nachos, and popcorn - the latter being free for students who haven’t 
lost their NUS card – and Nottingham CAMRA members, on top of 
their 15p discount per pint. In the run up to the holiday season, they will be treating us to The Usual Suspects on 
Monday 2 December, The Shawshank Redemption on Monday 9 December, Scrooged on Monday 16 December, and 
Christmas just wouldn’t be Christmas without It’s a Wonderful Life on Monday 23 December. And to, almost, see you 
into the New Year, Trading Places is scheduled for Monday 30 December.  
 
Love film? Love pub? Get yersen dahn, duckeh.

The Lion, 44 Mosley Street, New Basford NG7 7FQ
thelionatbasford.co.uk
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HOCK CITY
Get your rocks off on the Hockley streets

If the idea of wandering through Market Square, knocking into 
snot nosed brats being towed along by harried mothers makes 
you feel sicker than Santa after his annual mince pie gorge, fear 
not. Hockley Rocks are showing their indie bones once more by 
putting a twist on the usual Christmas Market and running an 
event full of vintage and craft stalls, performances and music to 
entertain you in the run up to the world’s biggest consumerism 
fest. 

Located by Hartley’s - who will be offering some of their yummy 
wares for sale - expect to see vintage tea dances and music from 
local acts such as Josh Kemp, Stiff Kittens, Marc Reeves and Ella 
Greenwood over the three weekends. You can even join in with a 
lindyhop, if you fancy shaking your rude stuff to keep the cold at 
bay. 

Stalls will be provided by many talented people including A Vintage Obsession, who will have the cutest hand-
selected vintage clothes from the thirties to the eighties, Danielle Gotheridge’s delicious and stunning handmade 
cakes (check out her cake displayed in the tourism centre, it’s amazing) and The Pretty Dandy Flea will be offering 
a sheltered flea market inspired by the markets of Brooklyn in nearby Vintage Warehouse on Saturday 30 November 
and Sunday 1 December. 

If you get a bit too cold after feasting your eyes - and stomach - on all the beautiful things Hockley Rocks has to offer 
you can wander the streets and take in the cute little boutiques, Sneinton Market, pop into one of the lovely cafes or 
restaurants nearby or take in whatever’s going on in our home, The Corner. Stop by and drop us off a couple of mince 
pies, won’t you? 
 
Hockley Rocks runs every weekend until Sunday 22 December

tinyurl.com/nawerwa
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Saturday 14 December

DJ Rick Donohue 
The Malt Cross

Under The Tree 
The Bodega

Sunday 15 December

Live music from Dom D 
The Living Room

Open Mic Night 
Brew Dog

Club Criminal 
The Maze
£3/£4, 7pm
Clouds In Contrast, Engraved in 
Blood, Buried By Atlantis, Ropewalk, 
Age of Grace, The Kut and Criminal 
Records DJs.

DJ Marriott 
The Southbank Bar
Free, 9pm

Monday 16 December

Beer and Carols 
The Malt Cross
Free, 8pm
Ends Tuesday 17 December.

Tuesday 17 December

Marc Block Trio at Bread and Bitter 
Bread And Bitter
Free, 9pm - 11:30pm

Detour 
Dogma

Wednesday 18 December

Shed Seven 
Rock City
£19.50

Rob Baker Band 
The Living Room

Richie Muir 
The Approach

Open Mic 
JamCafé

The Halle Chirstmas Concert 
Royal Centre

Thursday 19 December

Levellers 
Rock City
£20

Ed Jones Quartet 
Bonington Theatre
Free/£5/£10/£12, 8pm - 10:30pm
Ed Jones (tenor), Ross Stanley 
(piano), Riaan Vosloo (bass) and Tim 
Giles (drums).

Open mic 
The Lion Inn
Free, 9pm

Live music from David B and Nick 
The Living Room

Ambience 
JamCafé

Open Mic Night 
Bunkers Hill Inn

Paul McCaffrey 
The Glee Club

Richie Muir Band and Quiz 
The Southbank Bar

Friday 20 December

Lawnmower Deth 
The Rescue Rooms
£12.50

Black Veil Brides 
Rock City
£18

Kate Peters 
The Poppy and Pint
£6, 8pm

Kellys Heroes
The Swan in the Rushes
9pm - 11:15pm

Cat Amongst The Pigeons 
The Alley Cafe

TI Funk 
The Approach

Ditto 
The Forum
£5, 11pm - 3:30am

Farmyard: Georgie Rose 
JamCafé

Tee Dymond 
The Southbank Bar

Friday 20 December

Phlexx / Under The Tree 
The Maze

Saturday 21 December

Brad Dear 
The Rescue Rooms
£5

Badaxe, Dick Venom and The 
Terrortones 
Ye Olde Salutation Inn
£3, 8pm - 3am

Rumblefunk 
The Alley Cafe

Christmas Party 
JamCafé

x Over 
The Loft Bar

Sunday 22 December

The Eternal Youth Club 
The Old Coach House Southwell

Live Music from Rob W 
The Living Room

New Generation Superstars, 
Silverjet and Midnight Dogs 
Ye Olde Salutation Inn
£2, 8pm - 2am

Roy Ayers 
The Approach
£20, 7:30pm - 11:45pm

Jools Holland 
Royal Centre

I’m Not From London and 
Farmyard Records 
The Golden Fleece
Will, Tommy and friends sing the 
classics

Thursday 26 December

Open mic 
The Lion Inn
Free, 9pm

Richie Muir Band and Quiz 
The Southbank Bar
Free, 9pm

Friday 27 December

DJ Charlie 
The Alley Cafe

Ditto 
The Forum
£5, 11pm - 3:30am

Saturday 28 December

Left For Red
Ye Olde Salutation Inn
£2, 8pm - 2am

Acoustickle Winter Fair 
The Maze
4pm - 9pm
QM Baarbershop Quartet, Daniel 
Ison, Kane Ashmore and Ceidric 
Peters.

Saturday 28 December

2 Decks 1 Drum 
The Alley Cafe

Sounddhism ft. Acoustickle 
The Bodega
£5, 10pm - 3am
Origin One, Ill Citizen , Beatmasta 
Bill and Star, Hannah Heartshape, 
Georgie Rose, Louis Scott, Bud, 
Omah and Hemulen Soundz.

Sounds of the Unexpected 
JamCafé

Sunday 29 December

Live music from Dom D 
The Living Room

Open Mic Night 
Brew Dog

DJ Marriott 
The Southbank Bar

Union J 
Royal Centre

Tuesday 31 December

Rob Baker Band 
The Living Room
8pm

Rock The Ages
Ye Olde Salutation Inn
8pm - 4am

Wholesome Fish 
The Malt Cross
£10

Jo Strange and Duncan Oakley 
The Approach

New Years Eve 
The Forum
£10/£15/£20, 10:30pm - 3am

Black Tie Ball 
The Southbank Bar
7pm - 2am

Sinfonia Viva 
Royal Centre
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THE KIDS ARE ALL BRIGHT
Young Creative Awards 2014 are 
now officially open

Launched in 2009, the Young Creative Awards were set 
up to attract up-and-coming creative talent in the city 
and put young people in Nottingham on the creative 
map. Something that LeftLion wholeheartedly endorse.

With creative businesses of the city getting right 
behind them, the youth of Nottingham are given a 
chance annually to participate in a citywide creative 
competition with the prizes on offer being a hearty mix 
of cash, mentoring opportunities and work experience 
to give them a leg up in to the creative industry careers. 
They also have a platform to get their work displayed in 
various exhibitions around the city.

The awards are open to young people between the 13 
and 24 and they are asked to submit a piece of creative 
work - be it photography, film, dance, painting, or well, 
anything creative, basically - based around this year’s theme ‘Hidden Nottingham’. The event will be judged in 
Spring and there’ll be a right fancy awards ceremony taking place in May. 

Don’t dilly dally, get your thinking caps on, get cracking and get submitting. Love your city, love yourself, and love 
being creative. 

For more details of how to take part, visit the Young Creative Awards website. Closing date for entries is March 2014.

youngcreativeawards.org

CANNY CIRCUS
Going for the juggler 

Since they stopped the whole cruelty to animals 
aspect, it’s been far more tempting to run off and 
join the circus. And NottCircus are on hand to help 
you with this mission!

A small circus collective, they’re all about bringing 
circus skills to the people. These guys are fun but 
damn it if they don’t work hard and get you working 
harder. It might not have been something that 
you’ve considered before, but do you reckon you 
could balance your best mate on the soles of your 
feet? You can, among other things, with acrobalance 
– the art of balance and counter balance. It’s great 
fun, like messing around at playtime at school but 
without having to go back to class when the bell 
rings. It will definitely give your physique a lift too 
as it improves strength, flexibility and balance.

There is a weekly aerial hoop class where you can 
take part in the latest exercise craze (because 
we all care about that), but you can also (more 
importantly) pull some amazing shapes inside a 
hula hoop suspended from the ceiling. If you reckon 
your more clown than circus acrobat, stop being 
soft, NottCircus teach all ranges of abilities and will 
have you full of grace and whipped into shape in 
mere weeks. Or, if you really want to clown around 
properly, they also hold clowning and comedy 
workshops.

With regular events and classes held in Nottingham, 
you can also see them perform and hire their 
trapeze rig for your own events. They’re going to be 
getting bigger in 2014… watch this space.

nottcircus.wordpress.com
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Tuesday 31 December

I’m Not From Brooklin and NG64 
Alley Cafe
£8/£10, 8pm - 4am
Professor Elemental, Ill Citizen, 
Just James, Mr Vezer, The Robin 
Hoodlums, The Punning Clan, K 
Juice and Earlybird and Ashmore. 

NYE 2013  
Nottingham Contemporary 
£15/£20, 8pm 
 

Thursday 2 January 
 
Red Sea Lounge  
Deux 
 
Richie Muir Band and Quiz  
The Southbank Bar 
 

Saturday 4 January 
 
Stiff Kittens  
The Bodega 
 
Johann Strauss Gala  
Royal Centre 
 

Sunday 5 January 
 
DJ Marriott  
The Southbank Bar 
 

Tuesday 7 January 
 
Detour  
Dogma 
 

Wednesday 8 January 
 
Richie Muir  
The Approach 
 

Thursday 9 January 
 
Rogue FM DJs  
Dogma 
 
Richie Muir Band and Quiz  
The Southbank Bar 
Free, 9pm 
 

Saturday 11 January 
 
Motown’s Greatest Hits How Street 
It Is  
Royal Centre 
 

Sunday 12 January 
 
Open Mic Night  
Brew Dog 
 
DJ Marriott  
The Southbank Bar 
 

Monday 13 January 
 
John Otway  
Royal Centre 
Free, 7:30pm 

Tuesday 14 January 
 
Damon Downs  
The Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm 
 
Detour  
Dogma 
 

Thursday 16 January 
 
Open Mic Night  
Bunkers Hill Inn 
 
Richie Muir Band and Quiz  
The Southbank Bar 
Free, 9pm 
 
Wire and Wool  
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm - 11pm 
 

Friday 17 January 
 
Stonewire  
Rock City 
£10 
 

Tuesday 21 January 
 
Chris Elliot Band  
The Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm 
 
Detour  
Dogma 
 

Thursday 23 January 
 
Richie Muir Band and Quiz  
The Southbank Bar 
Free, 9pm 
 
Under The Tree  
The Malt Cross 
Free, 7pm 
 

Friday 24 January 
 
Skindred  
Rock City 
£17.50 
 

Saturday 25 January 
 
Rise and Shine  
The Cookie Club 
 

Sunday 26 January 
 
Open Mic Night  
Brew Dog 
 
DJ Marriott  
The Southbank Bar 
Free, 9pm 
 

Tuesday 28 January 
 
MG Boulter  
The Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm 
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DANCE MAGIC DANCE
Learn your basic invert from your banana split

Venus is the Roman goddess whose functions encompassed love, 
beauty, sex, fertility and prosperity. Pole dancing is a form of 
performance art, traditionally associated with strip clubs, which 
combines dance and acrobatics around a vertical pole. What do you get 
when you combine these two things? LeftLion’s new neighbours at The 
Corner on Stoney Street.

Venus Pole Dancing is run by Cheryl Danger Farndon (and no we 
didn’t use inverted commas on her middle name because she actually 
changed it to that by deed poll – don’t believe us, check her driving 
license). She teaches the modern art of pole dance from beginners to 
advanced classes. She’s also the woman on the cover of this issue, 
hanging out with our old mate Saint Raymond.

With over ten years industry experience, her and her team of instructors 
offer a wide selection of private and group pole dancing lessons. Their 
motto is “Empower Yourself” and with the strength and agility built 
from hanging upside down, spinning around and climbing over ten feet in the air, it’s no throwaway claim. 

Anyone can do it: little, large, tall, short, curvy, waify, young, old. From hen do’s and birthday parties to team 
building sessions and away days, they’re as flexible with their time as they are their limbs. Alternatively, they can 
add a special touch to your event with a bespoke pole dancing entertainment service.

If you want to take part you’ll need to wear shorts and trainer socks for pole dancing and leggings for flexibility 
sessions and aerial hoop. Classes are held in the evenings from Mondays to Thursdays and Tuesday mornings, with 
private lessons available outside those hours. Give it a whirl, girls. 

Venus Pole Dancing, The Corner, 8 Stoney Street, Lace Market, Nottingham NG1 1LH
venuspoledancing.com

AURORA
If January is going to hit your 
finances hard this year but 
you’ve got the cold weather 
blues, treat yourself to some 
Michelin grade food that won’t 
KO your wallet.  
 
Set in the basement of one 
of The Lace Market’s former 
warehouses, Aurora is getting 
involved with the recent ‘fine 
dining on a budget’ trend and 
has been getting some pretty 
lovely reviews. Jamie Oliver even 
turned up the other week, and 
if that’s not a glowing review 
then we don’t know what is 
(regardless of whether you think 
he’s a Cockney arse or not). 

Opened in 2012, the restaurant 
boasts a beautifully decorated 
space that’s modern but a little bit quirky, for people to have a relaxing and comfortable dining experience. It helps 
that the staff are friendly and only too happy to help you to make that tricky decision between the rabbit and the 
chicken. 

Expect dishes like wild mushroom & tarragon soup with truffle oil, pan fried salmon served with potato terrine, 
wilted spinach & prawn dressing, and a white chocolate cheesecake with crushed Oreos. If you’re hungry but find 
the thought of choosing between so many delicious things a bit taxing for your brain then opt for the set meal. And 
don’t forget to check their website for details of their special xmas menu.

We’ll be honest, just writing about this is making us proper hungry, so we’ll see you down there, yeah? Keep your 
eyes on the prize and make sure you don’t walk past the doorway to their hidden delights.  
 
Aurora Restaurant, 47 Stoney Street, The Lace Market, NG1 1LX

aurorarestaurant.org
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Tuesday 28 January 

Detour  
Dogma 
 
James Arthur  
Royal Centre 
 
MG Boulter  
The Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm 
 

Wednesday 29 January 
 
I’m Not From Leftlion Presents : 
Blow Out  
The Corner 
 

Thursday 30 January 
 
RX Bandits  
Rock City 
£12 
 
Open Mic Night  
Bunkers Hill Inn 
 
Richie Muir Band and Quiz  
The Southbank Bar 
 

Friday 31 January 
 
London Grammar  
Rock City 
£14 
 
Del Amitri  
Royal Centre 

THEATRE 
Friday 6 December 
 
A Christmas Carol  
Djanogly City Academy Theatre 
£7.50/£8.50/£10 
Ends Sunday 29 December. 
 
Diversity  
Nottingham Arena 
£26.32 - £87.50, 7:30pm 
 

Saturday 7 December 
 
New Jersey Nights  
Royal Centre 
 
Peter Pan  
Royal Centre 
Ends Sunday 12 January

 

Sunday 8 December 
 
Strictly No Django  
Deux 
 

Wednesday 11 December 
 
Pantomime Gala  
Nottingham Playhouse 
 

Monday 16 December 
 
The Firebird  
Lace Market Theatre 
7:30pm - 10:30pm 
Ends Saturday 21 December. 
 

Sunday 22 December 
 
Peter Pan  
Nottingham Arena 
£20.16 - £74 
Ends Monday 23 December. 
 

Sunday 5 January 
 
Acme Swing  
Deux 
 

Tuesday 14 January 
 
A Churchill Evening: Blue Kettle / 
This is a Chair  
Lace Market Theatre 
7:30pm - 10:30pm 
Ends Saturday 18 January. 
 

Wednesday 15 January 
 
Thriller Live  
Royal Centre 
Ends Sunday 19 January. 
 

Tuesday 28 January 
 
A Pact with Pointlessness  
Djanogly City Academy Theatre 
£10, 8pm 
 
The Snowman  
Royal Centre 
Ends Saturday 1 February. 
 

Friday 31 January 
 
My Judy Garland Life  
Nottingham Playhouse 
Ends Saturday 15 February.

EXHIBITIONS
Monday 2 January 

Secret Intelligence and Hidden 
Evidence  
Lakeside Arts Centre 
Free, 11pm - 4pm 
Ends Sunday 5 January. 
 
Not Necessarily in the Right Order  
The New Art Exchange  
Free, 10:30am - 5pm 
Ends Sunday 12 January. 
 
Asco 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Ends Sunday 5 January. 
 

 

Monday 2 January 

Geoffrey Farmer: Let’s Make the 
Water Turn Black 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 6pm - 5pm 
Ends Sunday 5 January. 
 
Study Sessions: The Poetics & 
Politics of Disgust 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 6pm - 8pm 
Ends Thursday 5 December. 
 
Caribbean Through A Lens 
The New Art Exchange  
Free, Various times 
Ends Saturday 4 January. 
 
Rotations by Zimoun 
Backlit 
Ends Tuesday 31 December. 

Rachel Maclean - Quick Child, Run! 
Trade Gallery 
Free, 7pm - 6pm 
Ends Saturday 8 February. 
 
Quentin Blake: As Large as Life  
The Harley Gallery 
10am - 4:30pm 
Ends Sunday 12 January. 
 
Drawology 
The Bonington Gallery 
Free, 10am - 5pm 
Ends Friday 6 December. 
 
Paul Waplington 
Nottingham Castle 
Free 
Ends Sunday 19 January. 
 

Sunday 1 December 
 
Free Family Activities in November 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 11am - 3pm 
 

Tuesday 3 December 
 
Study Day: Warhol’s Cinema 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free , 2pm - 5pm 
 
Art and Design Christmas Fair 
The Bonington Gallery 
Ends Wednesday 4 December. 

Craft Club 
Spanky Van Dykes 

Wednesday 4 December 
 
Wednesday Walkthrough with 
Sharon Monteith 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 1pm - 1:45pm 
 
Warhol’s LA 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free , 6pm - 7pm 
 

Thursday 5 December 
 
Study Sessions: The Poetics & 
Politics of Disgust 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 6pm - 8pm 
 

Saturday 7 December 
 
Charlotte Thomson-Morley’s Pop 
Up Pin Up Shop 
Hopkinson Gallery 
Free, 9am - 3pm 
Ends Tuesday 24 December. 
 
Free Family Activities in December 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 11am - 3pm 
 

Sunday 8 December 
 
Free Family Activities in December 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 11am - 3pm 
 

Wednesday 11 December 
 
Christmas Craft Nights - December 
Hopkinson Gallery 
Free, 1am - 1am 
 
Wednesday Walkthrough with 
Rebecca Lee 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 1pm - 1:45pm 

Curating Sound: Panel Discussion 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 6:30pm - 8:30pm 
With Lina Dzuverovic, Mark 
Harwood and composer Jeremy 
Peyton-Jones.
 
Cast 
Surface Gallery 
Ends Saturday 21 December. 

 

    music event listings... for more: leftlion.co.uk/listings

CARPHONE ARTHOUSE
Art goes mobile at the Lakeside this winter

Just because it’s getting near the end of the year, Lakeside 
aren’t winding down in any way, shape or form. Opened 
by the director of the Tate, Sir Nicholas Serota, the new 
exhibition, Pop Art to Britart, is deemed “one of the 
most important collections of late-twentieth century 
and contemporary art in private hands.” Pretty darned 
important then… 

A large portion of the exhibition comes from the private 
collection of David Ross, founder of Carphone Warehouse, 
University of Nottingham Alumus, and patron of the arts. 
The earliest works in the exhibition date all the way back 
to 1960, and in their different ways they all tell stories 
about British society breaking free from the hardships of 
the post-war period and remaining optimistic about 
the future. 

The most recent piece at the exhibition was completed 
fifty years later, Richard Hamilton’s Shock and Awe. This 
satirical take on Tony Blair as a gun-slinger in a toxic 
landscape, along with several of his other pieces, defined 
him as one of the founders of Pop Art alongside Warhol 
and Blake. Hamilton’s more recent pieces show a completely 
different world to those completed decades ago, showing a nice contrast in the way history has changed our 
perception on the world. 

There will also be works by key art figures such as Patrick Caulfield, Derek Boshier, Allen Jones and Gerald Laing 
who have influenced the swathe of young British artists in the nineties onwards. British Pop is represented in-depth, 
so every British artist who’s had an influence gets a look in. It’s a great celebration of some remarkable artists and 
it’s definitely worth pop-ping you head in.

Pop Art to Britart runs until Sunday 9 February, 11am - 5pm at Lakeside Arts Centre, University Park, NG7 2RD
lakesidearts.org.uk
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THRIFT STORE  

Sister Act 

We don’t know whether they admitted this to their 
bank manager when they went in to sign for their 
business loan, but the Thrift Store came about 
because of a dare between two sisters, Felicity and 
Johanna Bras, in May 2013.

Four months later, and one bank manager none-
the-wiser, their store’s doors were swung open 
to the public. Pretty impressive. Although, with 
Felicity having worked in marketing, advertising 
and branding, and Johanna having a background 
in fashion, communication and promotion, maybe 
they had a head start compared to, say, 
a fisherman.  
 
Noticing that fashions come round full circle, 
they look for original pieces from the desired era, 
as opposed to modern updates that don’t quite cut it. Their goods are hand-picked, trend-led, retro second-hand 
clothing from the sixties through to the nineties. They also have a pretty stylish collection of jewellery, and are in 
the process of collaborating with independent designers (given their track record, that’ll be in place by the time this 
magazine has hit the stands), and, randomly, retro bikes. 

If you feel a bit out of Nottingham when you step inside, that’s because they drew inspiration from their clothing 
- a bath to represent the shrink-to-fit ethic of Levi’s - and from eighties Brooklyn, sixties San Francisco, and the 
grittiness of Eastern Europe. The result is a unique interior built from scratch, using unconventional materials such 
as osb board and recycled cable reels. 

And the future looks bright, with vinyl due to be stocked soon and an online store in the pipeline, watch this space. 
 
24 Heathcoat St, Hockley, NG1 3AA, Tuesday - Saturday 11am - 6pm and Sunday 12pm - 5pm

Lakeside Café Interior; Afternoon 1973 by Patrick Caulfield
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Thursday 12 December 
 
Performance 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 7pm 
 

Wednesday 22 January 
 
Wanderlust: Tapestries by Jilly 
Edwards 
The Harley Gallery 
Free, 10am - 5pm 
Ends Sunday 23 March. 

QUIZES

Pub Quiz 
Malt Cross 
Every Monday
 
Pub Quiz 
Golden Fleece 
£2 per team 
With Al Needham, Nottingham’s 
Mr Sex.
Every Wednesday

The Lion Quiz 
Lion Inn
Every Wednesday

Big Ass Pub Quiz 
Spanky Van Dykes 
£1 per person, 7:30pm - 10pm 
Every Wednesday

Sunday 1 December 
 
Trevor Noah 
Glee Club 
 
Christmas Special 
Just The Tonic 
£5, 8pm 
 
Big Ass Pub Quiz 
Spanky Van Dykes 
£1, 7:30pm - 10pm 
 

Friday 6 December 
 
Andy Robinson 
Glee Club 
 
Patrick Monahan, Simon Bligh 
and Rudi Lickwood 
Jongleurs 
£20/£35/£40, 6pm 
Ends Saturday 7 December. 
 

Friday 6 December

Christmas Special 
Just The Tonic 
£15, 8pm 
Ends Saturday 7 December. 
 

Saturday 7 December 
 
Christmas Special Comedy Night 
Bartons Chilwell 
£8, 8pm 
Markus Birdman, Jonny and The 
Baptists, Paul T Eyres, Spiky Mike.  

Dr Sketchys Anti Art School 
Glee Club 
 

Wednesday 11 December 
 
Paul McCaffrey, Romesh 
Ranganathan, Rich Wilson 
Just The Tonic 
£5, 8pm 
 
Big Ass Pub Quiz 
Spanky Van Dykes 
£1, 7:30pm - 10pm 
 

Thursday 12 December 
 
Gorilla Burger - Improv Comedy 
Carnage 
The Corner 
£4, 7:30pm - 10pm
 

Friday 13 December 
 
Mickey D, Colin Cole and Kane 
Brown 
Jongleurs 
£20/£35/ £40, 6pm 
Ends Saturday 14 December. 
 
Paul McCaffrey, Romesh 
Ranganathan, Rich Wilson 
Just The Tonic 
£15, 8pm 
Ends Saturday 14 December. 
 

Saturday 14 December 
 
Sarah Millican 
Foyer Bar, Theatre Royal 

Tuesday 17 December 
 
Fowl Humour 
Golden Fleece 

Tuesday 17 December

Gary Delaney, Kai Humphries 
and Sam Avery 
Just The Tonic 
Various, 8pm 
Ends Friday 20 December. 
 

Thursday 19 December 
 
John Ryan, John Scott and Will-E 
Jongleurs 
£20/£35/ £40, 6pm 
Ends Saturday 21 December. 
 

Saturday 21 December 
 
Ivan Brackenbury, Kai 
Humphries and Sam Avery 
Just The Tonic 
Various, 8pm 
 

Saturday 28 December 
 
Brendan Rolyey, Wayne Deakin 
and Kane Brown 
Jongleurs 
£15, 6:30pm 
 

Tuesday 31 December 
 
Andrew Stanley & Charlie Baker 
Glee Club 
 
Andrew Ryan, Andy Wilkinson, 
Bobby Mair and Daliso Chaponda 
Jongleurs 
£20, 6:30pm 
 
Adam Bloom, Ian Cognito and 
Roger Monkhouse 
Just The Tonic
 

Saturday 4 January 
 
Cole Parker, Dougie Dunlop, Ria 
Lina and Alex Boardman 
Jongleurs 
£15, 6:30pm 
 

Tuesday 7 January 
 
Fowl Humour 
Golden Fleece 
 

Thursday 9 January 
 
Gorilla Burger - Improv Comedy 
Carnage 
The Corner 
£4, 7:30pm - 10pm 

Friday 10 January 
 
Garr Murran, Dave Twentyman, 
Tony Hendriks and Richard 
Morton 
Jongleurs 
£15, 6:30pm 
Ends Saturday 11 January. 
 

Saturday 11 January 
 
Mick Ferry 
Glee Club 
 
Tom Wrigglesworth 
Just The Tonic 
£6 / £10 / £15, 6.45pm 

Friday 17 January 
 
Bruce Devlin, Paul Garvey, Adam 
Crow and Alex Boardman 
Jongleurs 
£15, 6:30pm 
Ends Saturday 18 January. 
 
Tiffany Stevenson 
Just The Tonic 
£10/£12/£20, 8pm 
 

Saturday 18 January 
 
Andrew Ryan 
Glee Club 
 

Thursday 23 January 
 
Stewart Lee 
Nottingham Playhouse 
Various, 8pm 
 

Friday 24 January 
 
Ian Moore 
Glee Club 
 
Raymond Mearns, Danny Deegan, 
Paul Garvey & Steve Shanyaski 
Jongleurs 
£12, 6:30pm 
Ends Saturday 25 January. 
 
Punt and Dennis 
Royal Centre 
Various, 8pm 
 

Saturday 25 January 
 
Jason John Whitehead 
Glee Club 
 
Andy Askins 
Just The Tonic 
£6/£10/£15, 8pm 
 

Friday 31 January 
 
Misimp In Action 
Glee Club 

    comedy event listings... for more: leftlion.co.uk/listings
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GLEEFULLY YOURS
It’s not all he he he, it’s also ha ha ha

We’re not even done with 2013 yet but already 2014 seems 
to be taking up the title as ‘Year of Comedy’. Glee, as ever, 
are well prepared to offer you the choicest cuts of comedy 
throughout the new year. 

Irish-born Jimeoin (8 Out of 10 Cats, Michael McIntyre’s 
Comedy Roadshow) will be starting the ball rolling with a 
quips and absurdities on Sunday 23 February. Expect fast, 
furious fun from a brilliant live-action comedian. 

Thursday 6 March brings Richard Herring (Lee and Herring, 
Time Gentlemen, Please), and his astute observations to the 
folk of Nottingham. Herring, who made headlines earlier 
in the year thanks to his interview with Stephen Fry will 
be bringing We’re All Going To Die!, his mega-successful 
Edinburgh set to Glee. Expect big laughs and existential 
crises. 

On Sunday 2 March homegrown cabaret act the Gilded 
Merkin will be twisting their tassles on stage with circus 
acts, acrobatic feats and classic burlesque. Make sure you 
dress to impress, but no joining the ladies on stage please, 
unless you’re lucky enough to be asked. 

Rob Beckett (8 Out of 10 Cats, Mock the Week), the winner 
of comedy’s ‘Looks Most Like Boris Johnson’ prize, will be 
arriving on 9 March. His fast-paced comedy is likely to leave your head spinning, heart racing and chest heaving from 
too many belly laughs.  
 
Glee Club, The Waterfront, Canal Street, NG1 7EH

glee.co.uk/nottingham

TWENTY YEARS AND STILL ROLLING 
Cheap and cheerful

If there’s one thing that Just The Tonic is 
good at, it’s bringing you a stellar evening 
of hilarity at a very cheap price. With 
comedy nights for just a fiver and its close 
proximity to some of the city’s finest dining 
establishments that settle on the cheaper 
end of the scale it makes for a perfect 
weekend activity if you’re feeling a bit poor 
with the financial burden of the season. 

In 2014 they’ll be celebrating their twentieth 
birthday, so it’s only right that they put on 
a pretty big knees up to honour the fact. 
On New Year’s Eve, it’ll be a cheap evening 
at just fourteen quid per person (early bird 
rate). Rock up to see comedy acts squeezing 
in as many funnies as they can before the 
clock strikes, where the club will transform 
into a party until the early hours. 

The laughs won’t finish at midnight though, the club has released its comedy line up for new year, with the 
legendary John Cooper Clarke appearing on 11 February and a special mystery ‘TV star’ guest on 17 January, which, 
seeing as last year’s guest was Russell Howard, should be pretty good. Other guests include Mock the Week’s Gary 
Delaney, X-Factor host Matt Richardson and comedian-cum-magician Pete Firman. 

If you can’t laugh, you’d cry, right. But hey, if you are laughing at these guys you might be laughing and  rying too. 
But in a good way.  
 
Just The Tonic, The Cornerhouse, Burton Street, NG1 4DB

justthetonic.com/nottingham-comedy



Leah Sinead
We love a good folk here at Nusic, and Leah Sinead is the 
latest acoustic darling to capture our hearts and minds. Gifted 
with vocals so enchanting and lyrics so wry, this lass has an 
unassuming charm that’s disarming in its delivery. Taking note 
from some of the greats, Leah takes the old-school charisma of 
Joni Mitchell mixed with a dash of Bon Iver melancholy to create 
something truly spellbinding and really quite lovely. One of the 
most unique, goosebump-inducing and shamelessly talented 
artists we’ve had in the Future Session studios for a while, this 
storytelling songbird is deserving of a listen...or five. 

facebook.com/LeahSineadUK

Huskies
Furry four-piece Huskies have been an irrefutable addition to the 
Notts scene since they bounded into our musical consciousness 
at this year’s Future Sound of Nottingham finals. Atmospheric 
indie pop that could easily act as the soundtrack to a nineties 
teen movie, Huskies have an enigmatic radiance that makes 
them all the more appealing. Tracks like Whatever Together 
perfectly demonstrate what these lads are capable of, where 
indie-driven guitars wonderfully collide with impossibly catchy 
melodies to form perfect hooks. With talent in abundance, if this 
is just the beginning of the Huskies journey, I can’t wait to see 
what the next stop will bring. 

facebook.com/huskiesmusic

Killjoy
If you’re craving something hazy & heady, then let Killjoy cater to 
your musical needs. Another producer demanded our attention 
when he featured on our August genre special podcast, Killjoy - 
who is signed to local label Tumble Audio -  kicks hard and drops 
bass bombs that are devastatingly awesome. Lilting, melodic 
vocals are intersected with dizzy, bass-driven builds and 
layered over superhuman electronic waves, creating a gloriously 
atmospheric sound that leaves your head spinning. With more 
energy than a Duracell bunny charged into a single track, if you 
crave beats that are big, and bass that is bigger than Killjoy’s 
the artist for you. 

soundcloud.com/killjoybadboy

THE NUSIC BOX
Your new Notts music tip sheet, compiled by Nusic’s Maddie Hammond

Check leftlion.co.uk/nusic and nusic.org.uk for the podcasts
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Find local releases in The Music 
Exchange. You can also hear a tune 
from each review on our Sound of the 
Lion podcast at leftlion.co.uk/sotl. 

Alright The Captain
Conversational Skills for the Socially 
Anxious
Album (Field Records)
 
Raucous insanity abounds. The latest 
offering from the mad professor math-
rockers displays some of their finest, 
freakiest work to date. Bolognaise 
Holiday offers stabby jazz riffage, quirky 
effects-laden bridgework, and a monstrous closing riff that’s like 
a soundtrack to getting your face punched in. Snake Tits starts 
innocently enough, then moves into a sinister theme that slithers 
like an army of serpents into a heavy post-rock resolution, before 
grooving both schizophrenically and effortlessly through riffs 
with reckless abandon. Lynn Campion plays like a highlight 
reel, taking the listener through the band’s many moods, while 
Key Skills culminates in a riff that bounces and slams with all 
the finesse of a wrecking ball. Closer Hurt Burger delivers its 
namesake with fat, slip-sliding bass lines, pummelling drums 
and guitar playing that alternates between moody arpeggios 
and discordant terror. With perhaps some sagely nods towards 
Daydream Nation-era Sonic Youth. Exhilarating. Anthony Whitton

alrightthecaptain.bandcamp.com
 

Amber Run
Noah
EP (Self-released)
 
Another cultural export – Amber Run 
met at Nottingham University and 
have since been snapped up by Sony 
RCA; DNA testing may yet reveal 
them as Mumford’s grandchildren. 
The title track commences with folksy 
religious iconography accompanied by 
tinkling xylophone, no less. The soaring chorus comes as no 
surprise, making it easy to picture the inspirational advert it will 
eventually soundtrack. Kites has charming, layered, crystalline 
guitars and powerful vocal delivery. Little Ghost pushes the 
right buttons but the formula grows restrictive. Champion is 
by far the most interesting track - Jeff Buckley is refracted in 
everything, but one can do a hell of a lot worse - revealing 
promise for the future. At times the EP carries what seems like 
personally invested emotion, at others it’s worryingly smooth 
and featureless like a musical mannequin. There are definite 
hints of future glory, but Noah’s wanting for something more. 
Andrew Tucker

facebook.com/amberrunofficial
 

Ashmore
The Ashmore Show
Album (Self-released)
 
Edging onto the margins of the city’s 
hip hop scene, Ashmore’s laid-back 
quirkiness marks him out from the 
pack. He’s a loose-limbed rhymer with 
a characterful beatnik style who first 
attracted attention with the album’s 
loping, swampy title track. “I’m not like the other folk, I’ve got 
nothing to prove”, he declares, with a half-sung, half-rapped 
delivery and confidential manner which draws the listener close. 
Elsewhere, Misfit draws on swirling Balkan gypsy jazz, as does 
The Rebellious Jiggle, while Scribbling & Dribbling warns that, 
“I’m the type of guy to steal your soul, and eat your rolls while 
listening to Nat King Cole”. Sampling the perky theme tune from 
I Dream Of Jeannie, a sixties TV comedy show, Yah Get Meh is 
Notts to its core. The penultimate track, BeatyWeaty, features the 
mandatory Motormouf guest spot, before Brick By Brick’s pissed-
off social commentary wraps up this thoroughly likeable début. 
Mike Atkinson

ashmore.bandcamp.com
 

Baby Godzilla
Knockout Machine
EP (Self-released)
 
If their last EP, At The Oche, was danger 
without the d, then this five barreled 
sawn-off shotgun of a record is next 
level ferocity. The heavier-than-hell 
hardcore is a white knuckle ride with 
so much fight it sounds like a coked-up 
bull set loose in the recording studio. A Good Idea Realised is the 
first song - if you can even call it a song - a musical equivalent of 
swallowing multiple nail bombs. Trogloraptor sounds like twenty 
years of pent-up rage unleashed in a 36-second explosion of fury 
while the tastefully titled Whorepaedo is utterly brutal with a 
sinister bass rumble start followed by savage screams that reach 
frightening degrees of intensity. The peak of this monster EP is 
In The Name of Science And Progress, a dizzying death trap of 
raw riffs and thrashing cymbals that will cause severe earache. 
Nottingham’s notorious noise makers are back with a bang. Tom 
Hadfield

babygodzilla.bandcamp.com

Bru-C
IAMBRUC
Mixtape (Self-released)
 
Bru-C returns with another slice of 
accelerated upbeat rap, working with 
a whole plethora of talented producers 
to give the mixtape a unique versatile 
flavour. The emcee spits his way 
through ten tracks, abusing the mic 
with ferocious flow and cutthroat lyrics. Accompanied by an 
abundance of diverging production from the grime-infused 
Cut Thru by N30N to the dubstep/hip hop stoner anthem High 
Day produced by Flexter Beatz. Although the mixtape travels 
cohesively to the listener, Bru-C’s quilted and angular flow 
shines through like a diamond in the rough, rapping extensively 
about inner city Nottingham life and black society. The standout 
track is undoubtedly the Omah produced Snakes and Ladders 
featuring Eyez, a beautiful mellow West Coast style beat with 
jerky grooves and a warm bass that is manicured to perfection. 
Bru-C comfortably shows he’s no one-trick pony with this 
collection of experimental and distinct sounds. Jack Garofalo

iambru.bandcamp.com
 

Jake Bugg
Shangri La
Album (Mercury Records)

Like his sixties heroes, Jake Bugg 
prefers to bash his music out quickly. 
Recorded in a fortnight, Shangri-La 
emerges just thirteen months after his 
début, that urgency is reflected in its 
opening volley of rattling, skiffly bangers. The scope widens as 
the album unfolds, but there are fewer all-acoustic moments, as 
the plaintive folkie of two years ago steps further into rockier 
territory. Dismissed by some as overly conservative, he’s best 
viewed as a classicist, using vintage stylings to express present-
day concerns. Some new influences emerge, ranging from What 
Doesn’t Kill You’s three-chord punk thrash to the Neil Young 
flavourings of All Your Reasons, but Jake’s jaundiced view of his 
hometown is unchanged, “this place is just not for me, I say it 
all the time.” One day he might pay tribute to our proud lace-
making heritage and our vibrant creative business hubs – but 
you wouldn’t want to bet on it. Mike Atkinson

jakebugg.com
 

Bus Stop Madonnas
Bus Stop Madonnas
EP (Self-released)
 
Listen to the opening bars of the first 
track of this debut EP and you might 
think that Jake Bugg has cast a long 
shadow over the Nottingham music 
scene. Luckily, about ten seconds in, 
Runnin’ and Lovin’ takes a sharp turn 
towards the garage and never looks back. With Amy on guitar/
vocals and Jess on drums/vocals, this is no holds barred garage 
rock action. It’s clear that these girls love a bit of punk: the 
longest song clocks in at barely two minutes, Liam Loves the 
Ramones starts with a joyous “1-2-3-4!”, Need a Drink references 
1976, and the whole EP – available in a glorious, transparent 
blue vinyl – is smothered in buzzing guitar and in-your-face 
attitude. They say that they’re just two drunken, lazy bums out 
to have a laugh but when they sound so good, what’s not to like 
about that? Tim Sorrell

busstopmadonnas.bandcamp.com
 

Dick Venom and the 
Terrortones
Invasion of the SpiderQueen
7” (Jailhouse Morgue)
 
Normally, describing a record as a 
“seedy bucket of filth” could come 
across as insulting. However, Dick 
Venom and the Terrortones take 
pride in their smut and sure enough, 
the opening track is suitably violating. A chorus of broads 
screaming their love for Dick kick-starts the rockabilly machine 
and we are away on a sleazy joyride around Sin City: “I ain’t no 
arachnophobe/The SpiderQueen can blow my load.” The bass 
heavy b-side, Planet Of The HoneyFuzz features some fearsome 
riffage and Dick Venom’s frantic vocals have the similar growling 
badass-ness of Nick Cave’s. After your first encounter with 
Dick and the SpiderQueen prepare to feel guilty and abused. 
Once you’ve caught your breath and had a cigarette you will 
immediately find yourself fancying a sloppy second spin and - if 
you think you’ve got the endurance - maybe even dirty thirds 
and filthy fourths. Tom Hadfield

dickvenom.com
 

Euler
Shotgun Tuesday
Album (Self-released)
 
Self-proclaimed scientists of the song, 
Euler make light work of the phrase 
“difficult second album” as they 
continue to offer up their own 
refreshing dose of back to basics 
rock ‘n’ roll. Each track off Shotgun 
Tuesday feels personable and relatable to the listener. As Matt 
Foulkes battles issues of love on Confess, and his own demons in 
Own Destruction. That said, this is not an album for the hopeless 
romantic and one of the best features of this album is the sense 
of optimism throughout. Old r’n’b style chords are layered over 
riffs that better resemble American power ballads to add real 
emphasis and passion to Foulkes’ lyrics. This influence never 
makes these five working class lads sound far away from home, 
though; this album is a wonderfully executed story of what it’s 
like to grow up an average Joe in the city. George Ellis

eulermusic.com
 

Chloe McShane
Singing Red
EP (Self-released)
 
Over the course of this four track EP, 
two things become abundantly clear. 
The first, Chloe McShane has a voice 
that could make grown men weep. 
The second, Hart&Beetz’ laid back 
urban groove production is a perfect 
accompaniment to her plaintive warbling. Opener Dreams Come 
True is a bit of a shock initially the first minute of the song 
threatens to be a launch pad to propel our Chloe into gaudy 
europop territory à la Rhythm is a Dancer, but comfortably 
settles down into a taut, synth-happy funkfest topped off with 
some seriously sultry vocals. We reach the lovely Destiny’s Child 
flavoured final track Singing Red via the chilled out Hear Me Now 
and the swinging swoosh of Learning To Let Go - by the time 
we’re there, it’s clear that Ms McShane is an r’n’b star in the 
making. Stephen Murphy

soundcloud.com/chloemcshane
 

Rue Royale
Remedies Ahead
Album (Self-released)
 
As Nottingham’s most harmonic 
husband and wife, Rue Royale have 
exceeded themselves with their third 
album. Following on from their previous 
work, Remedies Ahead expands on 
the couple’s sound, steering away 
from the overuse of mindless acoustic guitar strumming and 
girlish whimsy. Playing on awkwardly attractive hooks, lyrical 
themes of travelling give the album a darker yet calming 
atmospheric edge. With kick-drums to drive the action and 
their conversational duets making up the body of the album, 
the sound works most successfully on Shouldn’t Have Closed 
My Eyes, Set Out To Discover and Changing My Grip. Having 
written the majority of the LP on the road, you can’t help but 
feel that this is the couple’s most honest offering, undoubtedly 
capturing the drifting experiences of being on tour. Unafraid and 
more defined than before, their album is likely to be a joy for any 
melancholic soul. Stephanie Parkes

rueroyale.bandcamp.com

Wanderlings
VNO
EP (Viscerality Records)
 
Wanderlings are the local psychedelic 
pop go-to guys, and this EP is their first 
proper release. The implacable warbly 
cassette sound that Gonorad opens 
with captivates from the off - then into 
the real song that has a relaxed yet 
conversely urgent feel. Samples of whispered movie lines tug 
against a backdrop of melodic, jangly guitar. Delicate Consent 
is a pleasant aural assault; fuzzy, crunchy guitar, organ, distant 
singing, samples pinging in between. (Just Another) Recurring 
Dream is enjoyable C86 for an inebriated indie dancefloor. Next… 
why is iTunes rewinding? Does it do that now? Nope, that’s the 
start of Los Dias, a song evoking warm satisfaction but insisting 
latent longing, “you know you wanna get out”. Contentment 
mixed with ambition sums Wanderlings up perfectly, everything 
is bounced through copious reverberation. VNO is a raucous 
happening down a well at the bottom the garden. Fall down the 
well with them. Andrew Tucker

soundcloud.com/wanderlingsuk



Write Lion
Christmas is a time to reflect on the past because the present is so miserable under the 
Cleggeron. This issue our reviews are themed around ‘istreh. books@leftlion.co.uk

42   leftlion.co.uk/issue56

Spibey
Colin Bacon
£10.99, Quartet Books
Colin Bacon’s Vivian and I – a 
piecing together of the life of 
Withnail inspiration Vivian 
Mackerrell – fell somewhere 
between memoir and reportage. 
With Spibey, he proves equally 
adept as a novelist. The title is 
the surname of the three siblings 
whose stories the narrative 
switches between: Ellie, whose 
loveless marriage is complicated 
by the reappearance of an 
old flame; Albert, who rushes 
to sign up only to be sent to 
Ireland to help quell the Easter 
Rising rather than getting a 
crack at the Jerries; and free-thinking Thomas, who charts a 
peripatetic course through the Midlands, one step ahead of his 
call-up papers. Bacon achieves a palpable evocation of time and 
place, and imbues his characters with flawed but recognisable 
personalities. An occasional tendency to slow the pace with 
chunks of exposition is evident, but Spibey remains a focused, 
intelligent and satisfying work. Neil Fulwood

quartetbooks.co.uk

Stilton Cheese: A 
History
Trevor Hickman
£12.99, Amberley
Leicester may be famous for 
having the worst one-way system 
in Britain and unearthing the 
occasional king under a car park, 
but it’s also home to the cheese 
that smells like a teenager’s cum 
sock. In this comprehensive and 
fascinating chronological story 
we learn about the key events 
and prominent characters that 
have shaped this English delicacy. 
Stilton becomes as veiny as Alex 
Ferguson’s nose through natural maturity but as Frances Pawlett 
discovered, you can speed up this process and develop the 
mould by inserting knitting needles into the sides. Pawlett was 
a tough old boot who helped standardise the process and fob 
off imitators. As a lowly tenant farmer, she refused to be bullied 
by wealthy male competitors. She died at 89 on Xmas Eve, 1808. 
Her gravestone reads: “remember to die”. It’s hard to think of a 
feta example of girl power. James Walker 

amberley-books.com

Lowdham, Caythorpe 
and Gunthorpe 
Through Time
L. L. H. Society
£14.99, Amberely
Life in a large country parish 
comprising three separate villages 
is going to appeal to a very niche 
audience. The fact that nothing 
really exciting has happened to 
any of them is revealed in the 
opening page when a paragraph is 
dedicated to a Grade B prison on 
the outskirts of Lowdham, which 
was once home to the first open 
Borstal in the world. Yowzers. The 
ominously named Red Lane may refer to the Roman road where 
blood was spilled during the Civil War, except it’s most likely 
named as such due to the red clay that’s prevalent in the area. 
Yet the factors responsible for the current banality are a familiar 
narrative. Gunthorpe once thrived on agriculture and framework 
knitting but the community was killed off with the advent of 
railway in the 1840s which saw a deluge head to the city for the 
bright lights. If flickering screens are modernity’s bright lights 
and the internet is the modern railway, I feel sorry for the poor 
bugger given the job of recording life here in 2050. James Jogger

amberley-books.com

Framed
Christy Fearn
£10, Open Books
When stockinger Robert Molyneux 
is caught after a frame breaking 
episode in Regency Nottingham, he 
is also falsely accused of murder. 
Only when Lizzie, his sister, teams 
up with Lord Byron, does it seem 
possible to save Robert from the 
gallows. The government’s attitude 
to the population of the time is 
explored in the course of the novel 
and the issues raised sometimes 
resonate with today’s economic 
environment. Regency’s sexual 
politics are also prominent in several vivid scenes. The novel has 
been meticulously researched and this is something the writing 
sometimes wears too much on its sleeve. However, the story 
highlights a little-known chapter of Nottingham history and the 
interwoven fictional elements keep the plot moving along. This 
is Christy Fearn’s debut novel, and given the many possibilities 
opened up by the story, this may not be the last time we hear of 
the Molyneuxs. Elaine Aldred

open-bks.com

The Luminaries
Eleanor Catton
£7, Granta
Basicalleh, it’s rattin’ it daahn 
when Walter Moody enters hotel 
full on twelve men (it’s not a stag 
cuz none on ‘em is wearing a 
onesie or a boob inspector hat). 
Plus it’s set int 1860s. They just 
dug for gold and got leathered 
back then. The men have got loads 
a secrets abaaht a drug den, a 
slapper, some knock-offs, a dead 
drunk, an’ some yoof that’s done 
a runner. It’s set in New Zealand 
though sounds like an Old Basford 
haase parteh. This is a historical 
suspense novel, though I prefer to call it a hysterical suspense 
novel cuz I went absolutely mental when postman woke us up 
cuz he couldn’t get the chunky through letterbox. 832 pages! It’s 
so friggin’ long cuz Ms Smartypants has structured the narrative 
arahnd astrological stuff so that each part decreases in length 
like moon waning abaht. Bein’ a bit more pushed for time than 
these poncy aufers, I can summarise it in five words: don’t 
believe other people’s shite. Bit like meh reviews.

grantabooks.com

A Tale for the Time 
Being
Ruth Ozeki
£7.99, Canongate
Once upon a time I wor walkin’ 
along the beach in Skeggeh wi’ 
meh metal detector when a johnny 
washed up right in front on meh. 
So I picked it up and went back ta 
caravan and meditated abaht the 
infinite amount a cocks that could 
‘ave filled it and gor all emotional 
(and a bit wet). It’s probleh of no 
coincidence that soon aftah I had 
meh first doggin’ experience. Similar 
stuff happens in this book but wi’ 
different elements. A diareh gets washed up in Canada and it 
has a profahnd effect on this do-gooder. She gets all obsessed 
wi’ finding the aufer and tries ta track her dahn (btw, stalking is 
ok if yer middle class) and discovers she’s gorra Japanese nana 
who rattles on abaht weird Buddhist stuff like: it teks 98,463,077 
clicks to fill an entire day and if yer count it, yer can learn what 
every moment on yer day is abaht. Personalleh, I can think of 
better things ta be doin’ wi’ meh time. Gerra life.       

canongate.tv

Harvest
Jim Crace
£6.99, Picador
Once upon a time there wor a 
small village full of inbreds who 
spent all day workin’ in fields cuz 
call centres hadn’t been invented 
yet. Yes, it does saahnd a bit 
like Ilkeston, ‘cept the working 
bit. When three strangers turn 
up there’s a bit of turf wars and 
a landowners crib gets burnt 
daahn. Then someone kills an 
horse. The yokels think it’s a 
witch cuz they’re corn-lovin’ 
numb nuts but it turns ahht 
ta be a set-up as some greedy 
get wants ta get the inbreds 
off the land so he can mek some proper cash. Although it’s well 
written and uses proper olde language, I thought it worra bit 
boring. As yer can see from photo, meh pet pooch Tyson want 
too impressed neither. Anyways, book ends wi’ narrator being 
booted off his land and saying ta-rah to an old way of life, which 
is a metaphor as this is the aufer’s last book. His thoughts will 
no longer be ‘enclosed’ in print. Yawn.  

picador.com

Katie Half-Price: Robert Macfarlane went to the High School and ended up judging this year’s Booker. 
I got high at school and ended up writing for ‘lion.
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A Hook In The Milk Shed
Robert Etty
£9, Shoestring Press
Robert Etty’s new collection of poetry 
is firmly rooted in the countryside and 
rural life of Lincolnshire. He sketches 
vignettes of life amid the country 
paths, wintry fields and the twitching 
curtains of villages where everyone 
knows everyone else’s business, only 
too happy to hear it muttered to them 
over a garden fence as friendly gossip. 
Rural scenes and village life aren’t the 
only subjects. Etty writes about Cezanne, Rembrandt, and sheep 
holding up traffic on the M40 as well as the quiet cemeteries 
and echoing family histories that nestle side by side between 
the dry stone walls of a village. It’s in these miniature tragedies 
and pastoral narratives that his insights feel most keen, always 
selecting the telling detail of a life lived entirely within ten 
square miles, picked out with a masterly eye. Robin Lewis

shoestringpress.co.uk

Kinda Keats
Deborah Tyler-Bennett
£9, Shoestring Press
The poems in Kinda Keats were 
inspired by Deborah Tyler-Bennett’s 
residency at Keats House. Although 
each poem is related to Keats, his 
poetry and his life in some way, 
they roam through history to include 
modern-day toddlers and tourists; 
Maenads, Ray Davies (hence the title, 
derived from Kinda Kinks) and even 
Eric Morecambe. As always, Tyler-
Bennett’s words are pared back right to the skin, and then a 
little further to expose the rawness of life and love, the pulsing 
immediacy of time and place. She skillfully creates sketches 
that contain so much detail you have to read the poems again 
and again to unearth everything contained within, and it is a 
pleasure to do so. My particular favourite is Still Life with Radical 
Spirits, which is populated with card players who are anything 
but still, although they may not be alive. A pamphlet I will 
certainly return to. Pippa Hennessy

shoestringpress.co.uk

West North East
Matthew Clegg
£12, Longbarrow Press
Traversing urban and suburban territories 
and hinterlands is a means of escape and 
release in Clegg’s first full-length collection, 
observing post-industrial landscapes in 
loaded detail while wrestling with internal 
dialogues of alienation both personal and 
universal. Clegg’s psychogeographical 
poems are mainly located in West 
Yorkshire, Sheffield and the East Coast, 
but mirror the wider contemporary 
experience of everyday inner-city life. In The Vantage, the impact 
our surroundings can have on us underscores the bittersweet 
narrative of a father setting out on foot with his young child to 
a place where “the road cuts/over the river”…”it’s/worth it for 
the off-chance of seeing him/slow-step the ebb and flow with 
such grace./My kid is going to know what a heron is.” Divided 
into three parts  – Fugue, Edgelands, and Chinese Lanterns – West 
North East addresses themes of “crisis, journey and imaginative 
crossing” under the title of an impossible compass direction, but 
the author clearly knows where he’s heading. Aly Stoneman 

longbarrowpress.com

“One can never have enough socks. Another Christmas has come and gone and I didn’t get a single pair. 
People will insist on giving me books.”(Professor Dumbledore). Give books not socks this Christmas and 
keep your loved ones’ brains toasty. poetry@leftlion.co.uk

The Last Workday Before Christmas
Matthew Clegg
i.
They’d had me facing flak from angry suppliers
wanting final payments before the Christmas break.
The policy round here was make the bastards wait
then wait some more – until you broke their trust for good.
Phone call after phone call was leaving me uptight –
that’s why I locked my desk and binned my party hat
and blew my final afternoon in The Turk’s Head.
Alone made perfect sense. I drank another toast
to liquidation soon.
                                    A young guy in a suit
flirted with the staff: he bought everyone a round
and his smile was sunlight off stacked corporate windows – 
blinding. I could see him with my job, fast-tracking
through jammed figures in dodgy books – a magician
disco-dancing through the Great Wall of China.
I downed three flat pints, each with a whisky chaser
before I bristled through the crowds to the station.

ii. 
On the teeming platform, a woman with your smile
and ballet-dancer’s poise had reached out for the arm
of a disembarking student – and he’d waltzed her.
I thought of the scene awaiting me back home – you
sleeping off another binge on the unmade bed;
fresh cigarette burns following an artery.
Once, I thought I’d be the one to make a difference,
but you reinvent your story every day. Love,
I’ve no idea what I’m supposed to bring you now.
As the motion gripped and quickened, I let its weight
press me in my seat; imagined the train a shuttle
ascending into the violet smoke that drifted
from the brewery.

     When I slumped off at Crossgates
frost was icing the grit on the far embankment
like Christmas Past. I spied my teenage self, kicking
and dancing amongst the candy of broken glass
in a bus shelter. Something shifted in my guts,
warping through my breath. It all came home to me then –
a moment like his with no thought of the future.
I fretted my keys and looked back at the city –
skylights angled to catch wafers of falling snow.

illustration: Ian Carringtonillustration: Ian Carrington
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Arnold’s takeaways are a bit off the beaten track but I sometimes finds myself in this strange 
distant land as the sun goes down. It was on one such Thursday night I found myself stumbling 
upon the Blue Circle Fish Bar. Situated near Asda, it’s perfect for those crumbling under the stress 
of the monthly ‘big shop’. Upon entering I was met by a full house of hungry Arnoldians perched 
on stools along the wall chomping down fish suppers like hungry horses. A chippy you can eat in 
is a rare treat so I instantly warmed to the place. I did a double take when I saw a Slush Puppy 
machine proudly on show behind the counter. I ain’t seen one of these in years. Ace. Ordering a 
large fish and chips I also noticed not one, not two, but three kebabs roasting on spits and had to 
ask the young female guardian of the grease what on earth the third one was. “Tandoori chicken” 
she said, and before I could catch my breath a fork was shoved towards me containing a sample. 
Try before you buy. High five! My fish supper was good, but I feel a return journey is on the cards 
with such choices available.

141 Front St, Arnold, NG5 7ED, 0115 9267564.

As days become endless nights, the pull of the Indian takeaway becomes as strong as wanting 
to get smashed every night just to deal with the lack of sun. I’ve done quite a few curry houses, 
both in sit-down mode (restaurants) and lie-down mode (sofa surfing with rice down your top), 
and I reckon Nottingham’s curry scene is like a spicy mythical hydra head - when one dies another 
replaces it. Mumbai Spice, although well established, was new to me so I relished diving straight 
into an order of spicy poppadoms, a coriander naan (well jazzeh), a saag aloo, a chicken tikka 
vindaloo, pilau rice and a lamb tandoori starter. I must assure any concerned readers that these 
were not all for me. It was delivered alarmingly quickly, but hey, some restaurants know how to 
get a shift on. Embarrassingly I was a vindaloo virgin and, half expecting Krakatoa to kick off in my 
mouth, I was pleasantly surprised at its mildness. This was deceptive though as a number of hours 
later there was all sorts of havoc in my lav. Aggro vindaloo aside the rest of my meal was very tasty 
with the lamb tandoori proving most succulent and the naan bread some of the fluffiest I’ve tasted. 
127 Mansfield Rd, Nottingham NG1 3FQ, 0115 9799090

ilovemumbaispice.com

Our resident fast food expert Beane continues his quest to eat at every takeaway in Nottingham… 

Blue Circle Fish Bar Mumbai Spice

The Round House
Get a Square Meal

Once the Jubilee Wing of Nottingham’s Old General Hospital, 
there’s no doubt the food and drink has improved since then. 
A freehouse pub whose sister establishment is The Hand And 
Heart, it always has six real ales on, one of which, Roundheart, is 
brewed especially for them by Dancing Duck Brewery.
 
Their menu offers hearty traditional food with the addition of 
grill, burgers, sharing platters and an impressive specials board, 
leaving my vegetarian companion and me spoilt for choice. 
Still, choose we did  – starters of breaded whitebait with lemon 
mayonnaise (£5.95) and parmesan peppered mushrooms (£5.95). 
The whitebait, tiny fried whole fish, came with a garnish of 
dressed rocket and a wedge of lemon, while the mushroom dish 
with peppercorn sauce was topped with parmesan and juicy 
sunblush tomatoes and a side of bread. A pint of Roundheart 
ale (£2.70) and a small Pinot Grigio (£3.60) were deployed to 
good effect.
 
When our mains arrived we commented on the generous portion 
and the duty manager beamed with pleasure, “We serve real 
food that fills you up.” Strangely, you can’t take this for granted 
when eating out. My chicken and smoked bacon wellington 
(£13.95) was the kind of magnificent fare I’d crave if I’d been 
chopping wood all day rather than hunching over my keyboard. 
Chunky hand-cut chips and a bouquet of green vegetables 
(sugarsnaps, cabbage, peas) nestled around the wellington, a 
chicken breast rolled with bacon and wrapped in puff pastry, 
garnished with redcurrants and parsley. A jug of creamy leek 
and mushroom sauce perched on the edge of the plate like a 
jaunty hat.
 
My companion tucked into wild mushroom and sugar snap 
risotto with sun blush tomatoes and parmesan dressed rocket 
(£10.95) and a side of garlic ciabatta (£2.50). He felt it was 
a vegetarian dish cooked with a meat eater’s sensibility, a 
sumptuous ‘busy’ dish, bursting with excitement and texture. 
Needless to say we’d filled our boots and dessert wasn’t 
mentioned, although an after dinner Americano (£2.20) and an 
Espresso (£1.75) hit the spot.
 
I love quirky establishments and The Round House has bags 
of atmosphere. Located near Nottingham Castle, it’s a part of 
town I don’t often traverse and it’s easy to forget what little 
gems glitter in the twisting streets and interesting architecture. 
Candles on tables, ceiling frescoes, leather sofas and that kind 
of thing all get the thumbs up from me, as did the old-fashioned 
music policy. Most importantly, the staff were friendly and 
welcoming and the food was cooked to perfection. Aly Stoneman

9 Royal Standard Place, NG1 6FS, 0115 9240120
theroundhousenottingham.co.uk

For more Nottingham foodie goodness 
check noshingham.co.uk

The Riverbank
Winding and dining

A stone’s throw from Nottingham’s sporting Meccas: Nottingham 
Forest’s City Ground and the Trent Bridge Cricket Ground. The 
passing trade may be hungry for cheap beer and chicken wings 
but The Riverbank is offering something a little more refined. The 
barside (on the right as you walk in) has excellent draft beers, 
cocktails, live music, a solid bar menu and sharing platters for 
groups of eight or more. Post-sports afterparty? Sorted.
 
Take a left as you walk in and you’re met with an architecturally 
impressive dining room with thick oak beams where glass panels 
overhead create perfectly formed, oblique patches of light around 
the restaurant and every shade of grey is used to great effect in 
the soft furnishings. It’s an airy environment which somehow, 
abstractly, reminds you of the nautical location.
 
We perused the menu while sipping Martinis. This sounds uber 
cool but they were two-for-one, less Bond-esque. I opted for 
pan seared scallops (£12.95) which were melt in the mouth with 
just enough pancetta to compliment but not overpower, served 
with delicately placed fresh peas, celeriac puree and shoots of 
watercress. The soft goats cheese starter (from the three courses 
for £18.95 menu) was served in a large quenelle. Rolls of silky 
courgette ribbons, roasted red pepper and pearls of tapenade, 
everything was bursting with fresh, Italian flavours.
 
The presentation of the starters was impressive but when 
main courses arrived it shifted to exquisite. Braised shoulder of 
mutton with roast loin (£18.95) – the shoulder was earthy and 
deep in flavour, whereas the loin was delicate, rose pink and 
tender, a wonderful combination. Served with a potato terrine, 
thin slices of layered potato, a lighter alternative to dauphinoise. 
My partner opted for the Scottish hake fillet that yielded with a 
little pressure from a well placed fork. Sat atop a bed of orange 
infused fennel and a scattering of toasted hazelnuts, both 
flavours complimented the fish superbly.  
 
If chocolate fondant is on the menu, my partner orders it - no 
other choices are even up for discussion. It arrived with a gooey 
centre and a salted peanut butter sauce. I went savoury and 
chose a cheese course, served on a thin black slate, the chef’s 
signature creation of Colston Basset wrapped in pancetta 
studded with pickled walnuts. Certainly a little different but 
mirrored every other dish we had enjoyed that evening in that 
the chef is brave enough with his flavour combinations to make 
them enjoyable but without challenging the palate too much and 
over complicating the dishes. Ash Dilks 

Trent Bridge, West Bridgford, NG2 2GS, 0115 9867960
riverbanknotts.co.uk

Debsh
Our Persianal Opinion

With its sumptuous decor, beautiful stained glass windows 
and the type of smell that hits you right where your hunger 
bone is, this Persian restaurant is somewhere to go if you fancy 
something a bit special but pretty darn cheap.
 
My friend and I arrived quite early on a Saturday evening and 
already the tables of the small restaurant were bustling with 
satisfied looking customers. We took our seats and treated 
ourselves to a large house red each(£4), which was fruity but not 
overly sweet.
 
Not being familiar with Persian cuisine, we took our time over 
the menu and chose the ash e reshte and mirza ghasemi (£3.50 
each) to start. Thick, somewhat grainy, and bursting with 
flavour, the ash e reshte was an amazing soup with just the right 
amount of noodles and a thick swirl of creamed spinach. The tiny 
slice of heaven that was the mirza ghasemi had me telling pretty 
much anyone who’d listen it was the most amazing dish I’d ever 
eaten. Not the prettiest dish, the smoky aubergine taste, which 
was well tempered with garlic, tomatoes and egg, made up for 
any presentation deficiencies. 
 
For our main course we opted for traditional Persian meals, 
although I’ve returned since to partake in the ‘authentic grills’ 
- essentially kebabs - which are also insanely tasty. My friend 
ordered the lamb shank baghali polo (£10). The large lamb shank, 
served with a dill and broad bean rice, melted on the tongue and 
was so full of flavour it must have been stewed for hours. My 
choice of khoresht fesenjan (£9), a dish of either chicken leg or 
chicken pieces stewed in a walnut and pomegranate sauce and 
served with saffron rice was a great mixture of sweet and sharp, 
with the pomegranate perfectly offset against the creamier 
walnut flavour. 
 
A quick head’s up: doogh, a drink which accompanies many 
meals in Iran, is definitely on the salty side. A salty milkshake, 
if you will. It’s nice, but definitely not what we were expecting. 
Although stuffed after two amazing courses, we treated 
ourselves to baklava (£3) and a pot of cardamom tea (£1.50) to 
round off the meal. The tea was delightful and although we were 
only given one piece of baklava each, it was so thick and full of 
honey that anything more would have been too much.
 
After such a huge meal, we were glad of the five minute walk 
back into the city centre. Already a repeat customer, Debsh really 
is one of Nottingham’s newest hidden gems. Penny Reeve

Wollaton Street, NG1 5GE, 0115 958 1888
tinyurl.com/m4kcgga
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BLUEBIRD TEA Co
words: Ash Dilks / illustrations: Kate Hayward

Forget your Tips and your Twinings, tea is heading down the hippy trail and gathering herbs, roots, fruits and 
flowers along the way. Bluebird Tea Co’s Krisi and Mike are tea mixologists who are ahead of the game with brews 
that are making people sit up and get the kettle on. 

bluebirdteaco.com

Tangy rhubarb and creamy custard 
A bit of a guilt-free sweet treat. Naturally caffeine free, 
and antioxidant rich, this rooibos tea blend comes in at 
a cor-blimey 1 calorie per cup. Like drinking hard-boiled 
sweets but without the tooth decay.

Christmas Cake 
Let them eat cake, and drink it. Christmas in a cup, this 
black tea blend contains real Christmas spruce needles as 
well as candy snowflakes that sparkle like icicles when 
you add the magic ingredient of boiling water.

Earl Grey Creme
A simple twist on a classic cuppa. The fragrant tones of 
Earl Grey have been creamed up with a hint of vanilla. 
We love it, and we’re not the only ones because Bluebird 
scooped awed for this blend. 

Wowsers, we drink a lot of tea in the UK. What’s a lot? We sup 
more than the total sum of the next sixty biggest tea drinking 
countries, which in real numbers is about 165 million cups a 
day. Pretty impressive given that the total population is only 
63 million, and that includes non- tea-drinkers - I reluctantly 
assume that we’re not feeding the stuff to our babies.

These figures reflect a British institution that revolves around 
many diverse everyday scenarios and rituals. It’s the first thing 
you drink in the morning before you can consider functioning 
as a human being, and it’s the drink you offer the vicar when 
he comes around to discuss funeral arrangements. The full 
spectrum of emotions are celebrated or consoled by a nice 
warm brew.

The ultimate manifestation of our obsession with tea has to be 
the ‘builders’ brew’; super strong, filthy brown and dirty cheap. 
Bypassing the china teapot, it’s brewed directly in the mug with 
shed loads of sugar and a complete disregard for the unethical 
origin of the contents of the bag.

But recently there’s been a shift towards something a little 
different. Herbal teas (tisanes) are a pretty broad category of 
beverage and about more than just herbs. People are pouring 
boiling water on roots, fruit, leaves, spices, seeds and dried 
flowers. On the up, the Bluebird Tea Co, a company born and 
bred in Nottingham, is at the forefront of the revolution. Bluebird 
take it one step further when it comes to their tea mixology. 
Krisi, one of the business partners explains, “We have quite 
a few unusual blends. We have a beetroot tea, and a Victoria 
sponge cake tea. Our spiced pumpkin pie Halloween special has 
little candy bats in it for a bit of fun.” I can’t see any workmen 
wanting owt too fancy, but I can see some interns being asked 
to head out and get some for their bosses.

Sometimes the flavour experiments go a bit wrong but for 
Krisi, who is at the helm of creative ideas for blends, it’s a 
tasty learning curve. “I pick up ideas all over the place, I was 
choosing cereal the other day in the supermarket and wondered 
if people would dig a crunchy nut tea. Even if we don’t quite 
create what we set out to, we still appreciate the blends. With 
bonfire toffee we set out to make toffee apple - it was too smoky 
but still delicious so we just renamed it.”

In terms of the health benefits, cutting down your 
caffeine intake is a standard rhetoric we’re all 
used to that can be filed with five a day, less 
booze and more water. “The health benefits of 
tea have been extolled by Chinese herbalists 
for thousands of years. Much scientific 
research has been published recently 
proving their theories about the 
healthy stuff in tea.” Krisi continued, 
“But we are not a medical authority 
nor do we market health products. 
What we believe in is a natural, 
healthy lifestyle. Our teas are 
not high in sugar, calories or 
any artificial ingredients and 
many of the teas and other 
ingredients are recognised 
to have benefits such as 
boosting your metabolism or 
energy levels.” This theory 
is fairly well documented in 
the culinary sense, herbs and 
spices have natural properties 
worthy of including in your diet. 
Ginger, cinnamon, cloves and mint 
all have goodness locked within them 

that can be tapped by cooking, but also 
by the simple addition of boiling water. 
And, as with cooking, the unprocessed 
is considered superior and more 
flavoursome than the pre-ground 
equivalents. “Usually tea bags are 
made of what is called ‘dust’ in the 
industry. This means all of the bits 
left over after loose leaves have been 
processed, a bit like MDF for tea. 
These are the lowest quality of leaf 
whereas all of our tea parcels (bags) 
are loose leaf blends, using whole 
ingredients. They are much more 
flavourful and can stay fresh for up to a year.”
Tea bars and cafes are huge in North America, where Krisi 

trained, and even Starbucks have started to take notice. 
Currently there aren’t really many places to get herbalised 
in Nottingham, but we do have a few: Aubrey’s Creperie 
(West End Arcade), Lee Rosy’s (Broad St), Delilah (Victoria 
St). BlueBird Tea Co have opened a flagship store in 
Brighton and a Nottingham site is on the cards, “I can’t 
wait to have a shop open in our hometown, and I know our 
Nottingham-based customers are excited too.”



Sagittarius (Nov 23 - Dec 22)
Scrabble is the new rock’n’roll. The rest of the 
world will learn this from you and your triple 
word scores.

Capricorn (Dec 23 - Jan 19)
Enlightenment and confusion will merge 
this week when a tree falls in the woods and 
makes the sound of one hand clapping.

Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 19)
This week you will stumble upon a new 
pheromone-based scent that will make you 
irresistible to the opposite sex who will 
devour you – bones, hair and all.

Pisces (Feb 20 - Mar 20) 
It may be years before your work colleagues 
respect you again, but it will have been worth 
it for the brief blissful time you spent inside 
the rubber gimp suit.

Aries (Mar 21 - Apr 20) 
Plastic bags can wreak havoc on the 
environment, especially if people like you 
keep using them to suffocate bunny rabbits.

Taurus (Apr 21 - May 21)
Children are our nation’s greatest natural 
resource, so it’s always worth keeping a few 
in the cellar in case of emergency.

Gemini (May 22 - June 22) 
You’ve never been good at saying goodbye. 
This explains why your speech therapist has 
been charging you for an extra half hour 
each visit.

Cancer (June 23 - July 23)
Your entire life will flash before your eyes this 
week, accompanied by the Pink Panther 
theme tune.

Leo (July 24 - Aug 23)
All I want for Christmas is yoouuuu... to die in 
a horrific traffic accident.

Virgo (Aug 24 - Sept 23)
Last Christmas I gave you my heart, but 
the very next day, your body rejected the 
transplant. What a waste. 

Libra (Sept 24 - Oct 23)
My neighbour put up his Christmas 
decorations on the outside of his place today. 
I bet he’s annoyed that I beat him to it. I put 
mine up seven months ago.

Scorpio (Oct 24 - Nov 22)
You must try and be kind and compassionate 
to everyone around you at this time of year. 
You never know who’s going to be buying 
your Secret Santa present.
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Al-Shabaab

Cost: Head, arm, legs, guts, etc
Started out as: Al-Qaeda splinter cell

Shebab Nan Kebab

Cost: Roughly £10 a head

Started out as: A take-away in the 70s

Opponents: Desi Downtown

Ideology: Value for money

Opponents: Infidels!!!!

Ideology: Sunni Islamism

Area of operation: Hyson Green Area of operation: Somalia, 
Uganda and Keya

You’ve got to the end, but there’s plenty more on our website: 

LEFTLION.CO.UK
Sign up to receive weekly updates at leftlion.co.uk/newsletter

• Look out for the Nusic rock, punk and metal podcast in   
 early December
• Future Session videos with Cherry and Josh Wheatley
• Pick of the week: The best of Nottingham culture,    
 released every Sunday
• Plus all the usual reviews, interviews, columnists...



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



THE BEST
COURSES
THE BEST
FACILITIES
THE BEST
CONNECTIONS

CONFETTI 
THE BEST DECISION 
YOU’LL EVER MAKE

NEW
COURSES
STARTING
JANUARY

2014

WWW.CONFETTI.UK.COM
CALL NOW ON: 0115 993 2321
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