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Well, it’s a brand spanking new year and, boy 
oh boy, we’ve got stuck in to it with gusto. 
Well, for the most part. We have to admit that 
we all made resolutions in a half-arsed kind of 
way, and we’ve been sticking to them in the 
same manner. What we haven’t gone half-
cocked at is this gorgeous February issue of 
the magazine.

Fear not, you aren’t seeing treble or losing 
your mind, we have done something we’ve 
never done before and released a ‘Lion with 
three different covers. All the same on the 
inside, but if you stick the outsides together, 
they make one big picture. All together now, 
“Oooooh!” It’s our way of saying we’re pretty 
chuffed that Nottingham is the first ever City 
of Football. 

That’s right, Manchester can go do one, we’re 
much better than them. County fans are 
always harping on about their team being the 
oldest professional club in the country, but 
Nottingham’s impact on football goes deeper 
than that. Check out the centrespread for 
more fun facts to bust out while you’re down 
the pub or having Sunday dinner. We’ve also 
chatted to both of our women’s football teams 
about how they’re pushing things forward.

Making the most of the dark evenings, Light 
Night is going to make the city shine on 6 
February, and the whole of February is LGBT 
month. To mark the latter, we chatted to 
the poet and now-retired Nottingham Trent 
University’s Professor of Gay and Lesbian 
Studies, poet Gregory Woods. 

Still on the literary tip, it’s National Libraries 
Day on 8 February. It was about a year ago 
that our Literature Editor decided to combine 
his love of words and zombies to create Dawn 
of the Unread, a comic serial that celebrates 
libraries, reading, and great literary figures to 
get the noses of the next generation back into 
books. We love words too, so we’ve gone hog 
wild and dedicated three pages to his rather 
brilliant project.

We’re playing it cool, but inside we’re jumping 
up and down with excitement about the 
release of Grey Hairs’ debut album. And 
following their tour with Indiana last year 
- who also releases her album this month - 
Shelter Point’s dreamy beats have us hooked. 
We also called the operator on Cloud Nine 
to have a chat with the man of the moment, 
Philip George. We reckon he’ll be up there for a 
while, let’s see what he throws down.

So whether you’re half of a pair, or quite 
happy on your own, overpriced roses mean 
naff all. Nottingham, we love you. This is our 
Valentines’ to you.  

Ali Emm
ali@leftlion.co.uk
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Hazel Ward, Stage Editor

If Hazel was the star of her 
own comic book, “vegan 
feminist geek” would be 
splashed across the cover. 
A freelance writer, she 
has written for a variety 
of magazines, including 
the official Star Trek 
Magazine - whether she should be pleased or 
embarrassed about that is up for debate. What 
we do know is that we’re pleased as punch 
that she’s decided to join LeftLion. When not 
writing or ploughing through as many books 
as humanly possible, she's usually creating 
art by melting glass in a freezing cold shed, 
mainlining cups of tea, or indulging in her truly 
embarrassing taste in TV shows.

hazelward.com
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Local adverts ripped from the pages of history…

One thing you can always rely on is our ability, as a species, to be 
self-conscious yet completely lacking in self-awareness. Never have 
so many of us expressed our unique selves in such a limited range of 
nearly-identical ways as on social media, but that’s only the most recent 
example. If the digital age gets the blame, this condition pre-dates the 
internet by decades, if not centuries.

It was certainly visible when the eighties – with a chutzpah that can 
only be marvelled at – decided to brand the seventies ‘the decade 
that taste forgot’. Presumably it did this while working some wet-look 
gel into its hair, checking out its floral wallpaper and fake-marbled 
furnishings, then adjusting its ridiculously patterned shoulder pads in a 
mirror it wasn’t actually looking at.

True, the seventies was over-fond of colour combinations involving 
swirls of orange, lime green and brown, but how replacing those with 
fiddly new variations in black, red and electric pink (then calling them 

‘designer’) came to be considered an improvement must remain one of 
life’s mysteries. Perhaps it all comes down to a simple formula: the more 
alike two things are, the greater the rivalry and antipathy between them. 
So it is with the seventies and eighties, two decades that produced more 
absurd hairstyles, dubious interior design and barely-wearable clothing 
than the rest of the last century combined.

Look again at this advert for the services of Hair Business back in 1988. 
Not only is it typeset entirely in red and black, which was obviously 
compulsory at the time, its central photograph seems to be a portrait of 
a young Art Garfunkel being straddled by one of Charlie’s Angels after 
an encounter with a lot of gel in a wind tunnel. It really doesn’t get more 
seventies – or more eighties – than that.

leftlion.co.uk/adsectioned

Long Row

Originally no more than a row of tradesmen’s 
counters and stalls abutting the Great Market 
Place, as trade grew these were replaced by 
wealthy merchants’ houses with shops at street 
level. As with their trades, the size of these 
merchants’ houses grew until the buildings were 
five and six storied timber skyscrapers, with 
each floor jutting out about one metre above the 
floor below. This meant that the top floor of the 
building extended halfway out over the street. 
Not initially a problem, but as time passed and 
the timber warped and moved, the council - not 
wanting these tall buildings to collapse into the 
Market Place - had a problem on their hands.
 
They resolved it by granting each occupier 
two, three or four - depending on width of the 
property - pieces of 2ft square land. This was 
to insert a length of timber to prop up the top 
storey of the building. The introduction of brick 
resulted in the rebuilding of these premises, 
and the free pieces of land were retained, giving 
extra floor area on the upper storeys. This can 
still be seen today as the buildings have a 
colonnade that offers shelter to patrons.
 
At the Chapel Bar end of Long Row was the 
George and Dragon Inn, the first building in 
Nottingham to have tiles on its roof. A tale is 
told of a butcher and his helper who had come 
to purchase some new butchers knives, having 
heard of the local smith’s skill, and were staying 
at the George. The master stayed in a first floor 
bedroom, but the lad was relegated to the attic 
with all of the other servants. 

There, he got talking to another boy and listened 
in disbelief as he was told about the tiles on the 
roof. Knowing full well that roofs were covered 
with reed or straw, he could not be convinced 
so, to settle it, they decided to have a look for 
themselves. They found a long ladder in the inn’s 
yard which just reached the eaves of the roof; 
the other boy held it while the butcher’s lad 
climbed up.

Thinking that no one in his village would believe 
him, he decided to take one of the tiles as proof. 
The ones lower down would not come loose, 
so he climbed up to the ridge where he slowly 
managed to extract one. Down on the ground, 
the other lad had heard his master shouting and, 
to avoid getting in trouble, took the ladder down 
and called up to let the lad on the roof know 
what he’d done.  

Unfortunately, he was too engrossed in his task 
to hear the warning and, tile extracted, slid back 
down. On reaching the edge, he scrambled down 
expecting to find the ladder - it had gone, and so 
had he, his hands both fully occupied clutching 
the tile. The next morning when the butcher’s 
call was left unanswered, they searched for 
him. He was found in the yard, on his back, still 
clutching the unbroken roof tile, stone dead. 
After some investigation, the other lad came 
forward and told all.
 
On another morbid note, from the other end of 
Long Row comes the tale of the first recorded 
use of braces (for holding up trousers) in 
Nottingham. A soldier in the Nottingham Militia 
who was staying at one of the inns retired to his 
bedroom. Some time later, smoke crept up from 
beneath his door. The door was broken in and 
he was found on the bed, all ablaze. The inquest 
into this incident reported that “He had been 
wearing these new fangled braces to hold up his 
trousers and while trying to disentangle himself 
from these dangerous devices, he had fallen 
against the corner of the bedside table, knocking 
himself unconscious, tipping over the candle, 
both ending up on the blazing bed…”
 
For more on Nottingham History, check out the 
Nottingham Hidden History website. 

nottinghamhiddenhistoryteam.wordpress.com

We delve a little deeper into the history of our city’s 
streets to give you the tales they’d never have taught 
you at school…

words: Wayne Burrows



leftlion.co.uk/issue64   7

NOTTS’ MOST OPINIONATED GROCERS 
ON…

Prince Andrew
He was warned by the Palace to stay 
away from Jeffrey Epstein. Has he done 
it? Nobody knows. Anyone can make 
accusations. Look what happened with 
Cliff Richard.

Je suis Charlie
The Pope was right. You should respect 
other people’s religions and not take the 
mickey as people take it very seriously. If 

it’s going to upset them, don’t do it. They 
try to push the boundaries all the time and 
this time it went a bit wrong.

Disability and acting
The Theory of Everything is a great film. 
Some people have said you need a disabled 
man to play a disabled man, but we think 
that’s ridiculous. It’s acting, for goodness 
sake. That’s what they’re paid to do.

Your ideal woman…
Someone who doesn’t mind me (Steven)
 

Morrissey coming to Nottingham…
Who? That Smiths bloke? The only thing he 
could sell out is the Kiosk in Sherwood. We 
want to know when Alice Cooper is back 
in town.

Good news?
A man who comes in our shop told us his 
wife had lost her voice - the fourth time it’s 
happened in thirty-two years of marriage. 
He’s a lucky man.

Bit of a wordy so-and-so? Test your grey matter and Hoodtown knowledge here.

No dictionaries up for grabs - they’re well expensive - but we will be giving away a fine tea towel and a mystery prize from a local 
pahnd shop as a prize to one of your clever boggers who can be bothered to send in their completed crib. Mail it to 8 Stoney Street, 
NG1 1LH, or be well fanceh and scan it and email it to editorial@leftlion.co.uk 










 



 







 

ACROSS

4 He’s green, he’s boss, he
steals from the toffs, it’s...

9 The underbelly of our city
10 The captain of Notts County

Ladies FC
13 She’s got rid of her sticky

fingers and now she’s top dog
in Selfridges

15 Find refuge in their electro beats
16 Our resident astrologer
17 The first openly transgender

panelist on Question Time and
she’s from Notts. Go on, girl

18 Nottingham’s latest place to
eat some meat

19 What did ALDI find salmonella in?
20 The coppers have nicked a

massive marijuana crop from this
unsuspecting street

DOWN

1 Allegedly a bit stupid and looks
like a baby

2 We are now officially the first ever
City of

3 This Row in Nottingham ain’t
short, it’s...

5 Literary heroes want your braaaaains
6 Win this if you’re young and

creative
7 Sitting in his bedroom, wishing

you were his
8 Lose generally bigoted thoughts
11 If you’re out in town on this

evening, prepare to be dazzled
12 Are we the only Nottingham in the

world?
14 Like Kevin Bacon, this place has

six degrees
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WHAT NOTTS
There’s two months’ worth of Nottingham tomfoolery to catch up on, duckeh. Hold tight, here we go… 

Reefer Sneeker
A sixty-year-old ex-miner has been fined a shedload of cash 
because his son decided to grow a few naughty plants in his 
yard while he was on his jollies. The man later admitted he 
had an inkling but, after noting his guilty plea, clean record 
and good character, the magistrates spared him the clink 
and sent him on his way with a hefty bill.

Horse Not Around
Some sickos left five dead horses on the side of the road in 
East Leake. For why? Nobody really knows, but it clearly 
weren’t to flog ‘em cos nobody stuck around with a chip and 
PIN machine. The RSPCA have said that cruelty to horses is 
actually a growing problem – bell their appeal line if you hear 
of or see any more equine injustice.

Trackie Teefer
Over the Christmas period, a Nottingham lass got caught 
pinching a tracksuit from Sports Direct. When she was in 
court, she said she knew it was stupid, but that she didn’t 
have any family or friends to spend Christmas with and 
just wanted one present for herself. Damn. Quite the 
reminder that December ain’t exactly plain sailing for 
everyone, no matter the hordes of jolly fat blokes making 
you think otherwise.

Bus Naked
Trentbarton bus drivers have bared all for a charity calendar, 
raising money for Lincs and Notts Air Ambulance to tackle 
slow journey times – makes a change, dunnit? Just messing 
– it’s great what they’re doing. The aptly-named driver, 
Bones, thinks so too – he’d already got his dobber out with 
the Broadmarsh team in 2008. You can buy the calendar from 
any of the trentbarton shops… if you dare.

Worra Racket
Some noisy blighter in Stannz has been stripped of 
her top dollar sound system after causing havoc in her 
neighbourhood by refusing to put a sock in it. The musical 
blasts deafened her poor owd neighbours to the point of 
desperation, and the council have taken her gear and fined 
her a hefty two grand. As far as commitment to the noise 
cause goes, sterling work.

J4MB. WTF.
Mike Buchanan (leader of the Justice for Men and Boys 
party) reminds us of a small child who doesn’t share, 
especially not with – shudder – girls. The party’s manifesto 
includes preventing women becoming teachers, and 
their website links to articles like ‘Why women lie about 
being raped’. These pleasant fellows will be fielding three 
candidates in Nottinghamshire for the General Election. 
Goody gumdrops.

Bright Sparks
Forgetting the monster leccy bill that was bound to come 
their way, a family from Nuthall managed to raise eleven 
grand for charity after adorning their home in more 
Christmas lights than the whole of Clifton put together. The 
public were invited round to take a look, see Santa and make 
donations. If that ain’t festive spirit, we don’t know what is. 

Branching Out
Forget the Oscars, the only awards ceremony to have 
us waiting with baited breath is the Tree of the Year 
competition, for which our very own Major Oak in Sherwood 
Forest has been nominated. Taking on stiff competition from 
rivals in Hungary and Estonia, our owd lad is under pressure 
to perform as best a tree can. Wood on you, you’d be barking 
mad to miss out on an opportunity like this. 

FUNPAGE





LEFTLION CROSSWORD

Reverse enginieered scrabble

ACROSS
4  He’s green, he’s boss, he steals from the toffs, it’s... (5,4)
9  The underbelly of our city (5)
10  The captain of Notts County Ladies FC (6,7)
13  She’s got rid of her sticky fingers and now she’s top dog in Selfridges (7,6)
15  Find refuge in their electro beats (7,5)
16  Our resident astrologer (5,4)
17  The first openly transgender panelist on Question Time and she’s from Notts. 

Go on, girl (5,4)
18  Nottingham’s latest place to eat some meat (3)
19  What did ALDI recently find salmonella in? (9)
20 One of the longest street names in Nottingham, Forest Fields way (8,4,4)

DOWN
1  Allegedly a bit stupid and looks like a baby (5)
2  We are now officially the first ever City of (8)
3  This Row in Nottingham ain’t short, it’s... (4)
5  Literary heroes want your braaaaains (4,2,3,6)
6  Win this if you’re young and creative (5)
7  Sitting in his bedroom, wishing you were his (6,6)
8  Lose generally bigoted thoughts (4)
11  If you’re out in town on this evening, prepare to be dazzled (5,5) 
12  Are we the only Nottingham in the world? (2)
14  Like Kevin Bacon, this place has six degrees (8)
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Frozen Fingers
The cold never bothered 
me anyway.

John Purchase
flickr: klythawk

Cafe Society
“Jesus, Lenny, stop using a 
lightsaber to steam the milk.”

Brian Sanderson
flickr: killforkylie

A lone Xmas Shopper
“That helter skelter wasn’t much cop.”

Kevin Frost
flickr: kevaruka

Untitled
The place to go for a bit of 
quiet contemplation.

Barney Gibbons
flickr: Barney Gibbons

Canal Street, the vertical approach
Things are looking up.

Gavin Conwill
flickr: Urban Shutterbug
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Stray
Thinking about running away to join the 
circus? Sensible footwear recommended. 

Rebecca Palmer Photography
rebeccapalmerphotography.co.uk

Winter
More snow than Columbia.

Louisa Pollard
flickr: LJP40

Wollaton Hall and Park...
An eerie calm, perfectly captured.  

Alfie Wright
flickr: alfie2902
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Cheryl Farnden
With a fistful of skills up her sleeve, Cheryl Danger Farnden – the middle name is real, honest – not 
only runs Venus Pole Dancing, she is also a DJ, radio presenter and voiceover artist. Oh, and she loves 
to chuck herself out of planes and off bridges for fun. We couldn’t get her sultry voice on paper, so we 
got her to answer our questions with some cheeky snaps instead… 

tinyurl.com/cherylfarnden
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Shelter Point’s woozy, dreamy songs are winning over every tastemaker, from Zane Lowe to the LeftLion team. Back from a 
UK tour with Indiana, and with a Sony deal in the bag, we sat down with singer Liam and producer Robin to find out how it all 
began, what’s next, and their adventures in between…

How did you two meet?
Liam: At school. I was writing acoustic songs, sort of teen angst - I was sixteen and 
thought I was an expert on love. Then Robin actually stole one of my songs.
Robin: I was writing more like 8-bit music, chiptune, glitchy stuff. I found this project and it 
was Liam’s track. I was like, “Ahhh, I know how I can make that better.” I put this beat and 
bass on it, and just said to Liam, “I’ve remixed your track.”
 
And that’s how Shelter Point came into being?
Robin: From then, the spark ignited and we hung out a bit more. We ended up going to see 
James Blake in Birmingham, and there was a support act called Cloud Boat, who were just 
two guys with a guitar and sampler. We watched them and thought, “We could do that.” 
We made a few tracks that were quite Craig David-esque, with really garage-y beats 
and guitar.
 
How did you make the move from Coventry to Nottingham?
Liam: After Robin finished college, I had a gap year and Robin was doing his first year 
of uni in Birmingham. I said that I was going to Confetti, then Robin turned round to his 
parents and said he was going with me.
Robin: I was still living at home and commuting from Coventry to Birmingham and not 
really feeling it, so Liam was like, “You should come and do this course with me, it looks 
great.” So I put in my UCAS form.
 

And then you signed a management deal with Denizen?
Liam: We did a release on Hotflush in 2012, Forever for Now, and then it went a bit stale. I 
went my own way, and Robin didn’t make music with me any more.
Robin: There was a bit of a fallout with management, and they wanted different things 
from us, so I left to pursue other things. 
Liam: I kind of felt pressured into making a decision about working on my own as a 
vocalist. Then, Denizen said, “You need to get Robin, you both need to work together 
again.” I asked him how he’d feel about getting back together but with new management, 
and he moved back to to Nottingham. We started living together, started writing together 
again, and then in March last year, we got the deal with Space + Time, a subsidiary of 
RCA and Sony.
 
How has getting that deal changed things?
Liam: First of all, we quit our jobs. I didn’t want to be working in a bar, Robin didn’t want 
to be knocking on doors for charity, so it gave us that freedom to just write music - the first 
six months of that, we were in the studio every day. It was probably the most creative time 
we’ve had together.
 
Your new EP, Weird Dreamers, is out now. How does it differ from your first EP, 
Forever for Now?
Liam: It’s a lot more song-orientated, rather than just instrumentals with vocals. 
We’ve worked a lot more on structure. We still do like writing songs that take you

 In that week we 
wrote so many tracks, 
smoked so much weed, 
and generally let loose. 
I think that’s when we 
wrote Braille, which 
is probably one of our 
favourite tracks. 
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on a journey, but this EP is a lot more mature. I think it’s a lot stronger musically 
and sonically.
Robin: Our first EP was very glitchy. It was a very experimental time and I think most of it 
was written while we were stoned. Back in first year, Liam got kicked out. The first person 
ever to get kicked out of Trinity Square!
 
Good going. How did you manage that?
Liam: There was such a long list. One of the main things was that there was a fire 
extinguisher in our flat, and I thought, “I’m having a party here, I’m having a good time, 
let’s get the fire extinguisher.” I sprayed it in Luke’s face - he’s now our tour manager. From 
then, a lot of stuff kicked off and we ended up getting a knock on the door saying we both 
had seven days to get out.
Robin: He lived with me for about a week, and in that time we wrote so many tracks, 
smoked so much weed, and generally let loose. I think that’s when we wrote Braille, which 
is probably one of our favourite tracks. Since then, we’ve stopped smoking as much and 
we’re a lot clearer in the way we think.
 
You’re getting tons of airplay at the moment…
Robin: It’s crazy hearing Zane Lowe talk about us like we’re his new favourite band.
Liam: I used to watch him on Gonzo on MTV 2 and now he’s talking about us, playing 
our music and saying he’s a fan. It’s pretty nice.
 
And you’re just back off your UK tour with Indiana…
Robin: That’s our first tour and the first time we’ve gigged so much in such a short space of 
time. It was loads of fun. We saw it as a learning experience, about how we figure out the 
live shows and what we can and can’t do. Indiana and her band were absolutely amazing 
to us, they’re all sound people.
 

I have it on good authority that your Hockley Hustle set blew people away. How did the 
day go for you?
Liam: I got kicked out of the Kagoule gig. In my defence, we finished our gig at 3.30pm so 
we were drinking all day. By the time Kagoule were on - I can’t remember a time - I was 
partying and just peaked.
Robin: We’ve seen loads of Kagoule gigs in the past and they always get a bit rowdy, and 
I could tell Liam was just so eager to start moshing, he’s basically a little grebo still. I was 
just blown away by Hockley Hustle as a whole, though. Stuff like that, you’ll never ever see 
in Coventry.
Liam: We have the Godiva Festival, which is shocking. It’s like Goose Fair with live music, 
in the worst possible way.
Robin: It’s a load of old has-beens performing that nobody really listens to any more.
 
When’s the album out?
Liam: Basically, from today onwards we’re starting to write the album. We’re at full swing 
and whenever it’s ready, it’s ready. We can’t really put a date on it yet.
Robin: It’ll be on Space + Time. But we don’t see ourselves as major label artists.
 
You don’t really act like major label artists. When are the diva sides going to come out?
Liam: (To Robin) Am I getting there?
Robin: No, I wouldn’t say so. It’s weird, we’ve both quit our jobs now and are getting 
paid to make music. There are parts of us that think maybe we should be like that, and 
we should have a major label persona about us. But we feel so lucky and so honoured and 
amazed by how people have taken a liking to our music.
Liam: From what started out as just making shit garage.
 
Weird Dreamers EP is released via Space + Time on Monday 23 February 2015.

 I found Liam’s track. I 
was like, “Ahhh, I know how I 
can make that better.” So I put 
this beat and bass on it, and 
just said to Liam, “I’ve remixed 
your track.”

shelterpoint.co.uk

leftlion.co.uk/issue64   13



Don’t be fooled by the Cockney accent, Aisling Loftus may play a southerner in the ITV drama Mr Selfridge, but she’s cut from 
Nottingham cloth. With roles lined up in an adaptation of the notoriously weighty War and Peace, and the somewhat lighter 
Pride and Prejudice and Zombies, we spoke to her about her screen journey thus far… 

“I don’t have a wish to be famous,” Aisling states matter-of-factly, “I just want to work 
and do good stuff, really.” The 24-year-old actress has recently been doing just that, 
masquerading as a Cockney in ITV’s Mr Selfridge. “It’s difficult to know how good a 
programme will be at audition stage. With Mr Selfridge, the fact that Andrew Davies was 
the creator was great, I absolutely loved his adaptation of Pride and Prejudice with Colin 
Firth. I do say no to auditions if I think the script is crap, but most of the time there’s only 
so much you can tell.” How much did she know about the man behind one of the country’s 
largest high-end department stores? “I didn’t know anything about the history. The stuff 
about Selfridge is based on fact but there was no Agnus Towler [her character], which is 
good because I don’t have to honour anyone’s memory.” As anyone who’s seen the show will 
agree, the original Selfridge’s was a sight to behold. “We never film anything in the actual 
Selfridges; the set is in Neasden in what used to be a carpet factory. The actual store is nice, 
but pretty overpriced...”

With the show now in its third series, you’d expect that she’d get recognised on the street, 
but can people see beyond the period hair, makeup and clothing? “When it’s on the telly, I 
get recognised fairly often. When The Borrowers was on it was really nice that little children 
recognised me. I don’t think I’m particularly recognisable, I’ve got one of those bland faces.” 

It all started, like with so many Nottingham actors, with the Television Workshop. Her peers 
included Jack O’Connell, Joe Dempsie, Lauren and Michael Socha, Chanel Cresswell, and 
Georgia Groome. “This sounds really unpatriotic to Nottingham,” Aisling explains, “but I 
don’t think there’s anything in the water. I think it’s Ian Smith and what he’s made. Ian, and 
Alison Rashley – who left a few years ago – were incredibly important to the ethos and the 
teaching there. It wasn’t a group of insufferable show-offs. Well, I hope it wasn’t. It’s a 
different way of seeing acting that isn’t about being the centre of attention and showing 
off, but being truthful and real. 

“While at ‘Workshop, I’d do a couple of things a year, in, say, The Bill or Doctors. 
I’m glad that I didn’t leave school early and miss out on having a normal time 
of it.” She began her television career at ten years old in an episode of Peak 
Practice. “If I was ever to see it again, I would just cringe; I was really shit but it 
was a brilliant experience. I loved that there was tea and biscuits on tap, I got 
to put on someone else’s clothes, and all these adults actually wanted me to be 
good at this make-believe game. It was a shock to actually see it on the telly.”

Aisling has a few things in the pipeline: next year she will be in Russia, Latvia 
and Lithuania for twelve weeks to shoot a television adaption of War and Peace. 
“I can’t wait. I had to go over to Lithuania for a costume fitting the other day, 
which was just mental.” She pauses. “I’ve been putting off reading the book 
because it’s so long. I will read it; I will be that professional person.” She also 
has a small role in Pride and Prejudice and Zombies, which is finally in post-
production after having a few delays - David O Russell was initially attached, 
and still credited as writer. It stars Lily James as Elizabeth and Sam Riley as 
Darcy. “I’m playing Matt Smith’s wife. I’m such a small part in it, my character 
doesn’t even know about the bloody zombies; she’s just doing Pride 
and Prejudice.”

Having primarily kept to telly thus far in her career, is film the obvious next step? 
“It’s about what opportunities come about. I have come close to some really good 
films, but it’s a different ball game. I used to think you get every part on merit, if you’re 
the right person. My American agent has told me that some decisions haven’t gone 
my way because I haven’t got any value yet.” Aisling laughs, “Which makes you feel 
rubbish. I know what it means, though – there’s no guarantee that if I were cast in a film 
that it would make money, as opposed to, say, Chloë Moretz. The business of film is much 
more about making money than television. Maybe that’s a bit too black and white, but it 
seems that way.”

Aisling also talked about how theatre is something she would like to do more of. “I’ve done 
a play at The Royal Court and The Old Vic in the past five years. The good thing about telly, 
though, is that it is different every day. Towards the end of the run of a play, you have to try 
to make it a new experience for yourself, rather than going into autopilot.” Do not hold your 
breath for an Aisling pantomime appearance anytime soon, though. “I, erm… kind of hate 
pantos,” she laughs and hesitates before going further. “I actually hate them. I don’t find 
them funny. Even as a kid I thought they were the least funny, least entertaining thing.”

As we enter 2015, 87 years after UK women were given equal voting rights to men, the film 
and TV industry remains a surprisingly masculine environment. “Females have never made 
up more than a quarter of the crew on any set I have been on. It feels like that anyway.” 
Aisling turns to women directors, in particular. “The female directors that I have worked 
with have been really, really good, so it is a shame there aren’t more. There are plenty of 
terrible or mediocre male directors, so it would be good for women to have the opportunity 
to be mediocre, no? I guess because it’s so difficult for women to get those opportunities, 
the ones that get them are especially good. I don’t understand it – directing isn’t something 
inherently masculine.” 

Male actors seem to be more likely to try their hand at writing and directing than female 
actors; would Aisling consider moving her career in that direction? “I have huge admiration 
for writers but it’s not something that I’m good at, it would be a folly to even try. In terms 
of directing, I sometimes wonder. If the opportunity arose, I would if I knew enough to take 
it on.”

But, for now, the woman who is not bothered about being famous is taking it one step at a 
time, and that is just how she likes it. “I‘m not the kind of actor who knows what they’re 
doing a year in advance,” she says. “Maybe I’ll get a part on one of those franchise things; I’ll 
know what I’m doing for the next ten years but I’ll lose my mind.”

Mr Selfridge is now showing on Sunday nights on ITV. 

words: Harry Wilding
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 I’ve been putting off reading the book 
because it’s so long. I will read it; I will be that 
professional person.
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Featuring Amy (live bass), Bod (recorded bass), Chris (guitars), Dave (drums) and James 
(vocals), the members of Grey Hairs all play in other Nottingham bands including Fonda 
500, Fists, Kogumaza and Bus Stop Madonnas. Initially formed partly to scratch an itch that 
their other bands just weren’t reaching, and partly as an excuse to pop to the pub. After 
releasing a couple of 7”s they have channelled the frustrations of the nine-to-five drudgery 
into a glorious racket on their debut album. Due out this month on Gringo Records, we met 
with them down the local…
 
Do you still feel like a ‘mid-life crisis’ band?
James: When the band first started, that was the joke. Now I’m 
actually in the mid-life crisis, the mid-life crisis is the reality.
Dave: The band kickstarted the mid-life crisis.
James: Since we started the band I’ve got balder, fat, and I now 
have a baby.
 
Did the album take a while because Gringo Records refused to 
release the first set of songs?
Chris: Matt [Newnham, Gringo Records Chief] did reject the 7” 
that we gave him a couple of years back and he made us do it 
again, but this time it’s because of bullshitty Record Store Day. 
It used to be that you would be able to say, “Right, here’s the 
record and three months from this date is when the record comes 
out.” Now you can’t predict it. It came back earlier than they told 
us it would so we are left sitting on 500 copies until the ‘proper’ 
release date is sorted. We actually finished it on the twentieth 
anniversary of the murder of Kurt Cobain – 5 April 2014. It only 
took two weekends, and then a lot of fucking about afterwards, 
but it’s not like we have a release schedule to meet or a world tour 
coming up.
 
The album sounds like a reaction to the mundanity of the 
Monday to Friday existence. Is that a fair assessment?
Dave: It’s about the Friday night batter, isn’t it?

Chris: It’s not just about drinking. No band is good that sings 
about drinking, apart from Hard Skin. It’s about that sort of 
desperation to get to the pub on a Friday because you’ve had a 
bad week at work.
 
Why have you given the two sides of the LP the names - Man 
Gulps and Little Fingers - instead of titling them A and B?
James: They both come from Dave Biggs who has a highly evolved 
sense of masculinity.
Dave: When you come straight from a nine-to-five warehouse job 
on a Friday, straight to the pub, you pick up that first pint and 
basically drain the top third with the first mouthful. Then about 
three, four (or maybe six) hours later when you are stood up, you 
need to have your little finger under your pint for safety otherwise 
you are definitely going to drop it.
Chris: We wanted to call it that as an album. Then we realised 
it was a bit too celebrating of boozing and we were conscious of 
not being one of those bands that pretends to do things that they 
don’t do. But it’s a metaphorical pub, with metaphorical pints. I 
like how on the second side all of the songs are the wrong speed 
and it feels like we aren’t totally on top of it. It definitely needs 
Little Fingers.
James: We like to think of the two sides as two EPs.
Chris: If we could have put the album out as two 10”s we would 
have done, but you can only push Matt Gringo so far.

Grey 
Britain
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interview: Paul Klotschkow
photo: Thom Stone

 It’s like Trigger’s brush, we’ll 
never split up but we’ll have 
fourteen different drummers, 

guitarists, bass players, 
singers…

 Chris, are you worried about running out of riffs? Nirvana didn’t 
release that many records…
Chris: There aren’t any Nirvana rip-offs on this one! I can tell you 
where they are all ripped off from, but none are from Nirvana. You 
often don’t realise when you write and record the song, it’s only 
after you listen to them a year later that you realise where you’ve 
stolen them from. Honest.
 
You released the Harry Nilsson tribute Grey Hairs Schmey Hairs 
last year – where does your admiration for him come from?
James: I like the underdog, he was one of those guys who thought 
he was going to be much bigger than he was, but he wasn’t. It was 
Chris’s idea to cover him. Chris came around to my house, I put 
Jump In To The Fire on and he said that it was fucking amazing...
Chris: It is! It sounds like when you’ve got fifty things to juggle, you 
are pissing sweat, you are straining, and you are tired – that is what 
doing a band is like when you’ve all got other commitments. I like 
the glorious failure of Nilsson.
Dave: The song featured on a TV advert about a month after our 
version was played on 6 Music.
Chris: Hmm... it was just enough time for someone to be at the 
midnight deadline for their presentation to an agency in the 
morning and hear it on 6 Music and go, “That will do me, can’t use 
the Grey Hairs one because it’s minging, but I like the bass riff.”
James: It’s our only song that’s had any proper radio play and 
Harry Nilsson’s estate get the money. The response from the Harry 
Nilsson estates was, “Anything that keeps the Nilsson name alive 
is fine by us.”
Chris: They blatantly didn’t listen to it.
 
The NME once thought Dave was in Fat White Family…
Dave: As usual going to a Rock City gig, we top-loaded elsewhere 
that was cheaper to buy pints – i.e., not £16 for a four-pack. I talked 
to the singer of Fat White Family after their set and he crashed me 
a rollie. We went back in to watch Cerebral Balzy and they were 
as terrible, as expected. I was fully battered by then so lobbed my 
can in protest – not really much of a protest – at the singer and he 

started mouthing off at me. Fuck knows what he was saying, I can’t 
remember. Then a week later, an NME review talked about how 
dangerous Fat White Family were on the NME tour, throwing cans 
at Cerebral Balzy.

How close have you come to splitting up?
Dave: It’s like Trigger’s brush, we’ll never split up but we’ll have 
fourteen different drummers, guitarists, bass players, singers…
Chris: In seriousness, it is really hard to do and fit around everyone 
at work. It’s really tough when you don’t get to play very often. It 
seems that we play a gig or something comes out at exactly the 
lowest point of the band, and it reminds you that it was really easy 
and good to do, so you keep doing it.
 
Are you too modest?
Chris: Maybe. I think us not pushing the band, or not pushing an 
image, has definitely influenced the way people talk about it. I 
mean, if we had an image it would be the saddest fucking thing in 
the world. We are all late thirties, it would be terrible to be decked 
out in the leathers at the weekend or something. The band isn’t pre-
decided, there’s no plan: it’s just four people and it clashes and it 
doesn’t always work out. But it’s more interesting like that. 

Thanks to King William IV in Sneinton, who were mint enough to let 
us use their boozer for photographs.
 
Colossal Downer is out sometime in February on Gringo Records. 
Grey Hairs play at Stuck On A Name on Saturday 21 February 2015.

greyhairs.bandcamp.com
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THE COMMONALITY 
OF STRANGERS
AN EXHIBITION BY 
MAHTAB HUSSAIN
31 JANUARY – 12 APRIL 2015

FOR MORE DETAILS GO TO: WWW.NAE.ORG.UK OR CALL US ON: 0115 9248630
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FREE ENTRY
NEW ART EXCHANGE
39-41 Gregory Boulevard
Nottingham NG7 6BE
T: 0115 924 8630
E: info@nae.org.uk
W: www.nae.org.uk

OPENING TIMES
Monday: 10.30am - 3.30pm
Tuesday to Friday: 10.30 - 6.00pm
Saturday: 9.30am - 5.00pm
Sunday: 11.30am - 5.00pm
Closed on Bank Holidays
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New Art Exchange  
is a contemporary arts 
space stimulating new 
perspectives about 
the value of diversity 
in art and society.

www.nae.org.uk
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LET’S WRITE ABOUT 
SEX, BABY
In honour of February being LGBT History Month, we caught up with poet and former NTU lecturer, 
Gregory Woods, to discuss gay rights, Ann Widdecombe and our silly British sensibilities when it comes 
to sex. 
What are you up to now you’ve retired from your position 
as Professor of Gay and Lesbian Studies at NTU? Have 
you found yourself writing more? 
Not only more, but at greater leisure – slowly, more 
thoughtfully. Ironic, isn’t it? Universities aren’t suitable 
places for contemplation any more. In the year since I 
retired, I’ve put together a collection of essays, The Myth of 
the Last Taboo: Queer Subcultural Studies, which is going 
to be published by Trent Books. I finished a poetry booklet, 
Art in Heaven, which Sow’s Ear Press are publishing 
soon. I also finished a big scholarly project, a book called 
Homintern: Homosexual Internationalism and Modern 
Culture, which is currently being considered by a major 
academic press. I started it about sixteen years ago, so 
it’s great to have had the time to finish it at last. Now I’m 
getting on with a new, full-length poetry collection.
 
Your appointment back in 1998 was called “a phenomenal 
waste of public money” by Ann Widdecombe in the 
Sunday Mirror. Did you frame that article? 
I kept a copy, but I’ve no interest in that person’s opinions. 
She was a know-nothing rent-a-quote with far more power 
than her limited talents deserved.
 
You had a pretty interesting childhood – born and raised 
in Cairo, then Ghana, before moving to England when 
you were nine. Do you think that there’s anything in 
Graham Greene’s quote, “the credit balance of a writer’s 
life is childhood”?
Well, it’s also informed by a lifetime of life. I don’t know 
what the Greene quotation means. Yes, every writer has 
had a childhood of some sort and must have been shaped 
by it. But I don’t suppose mine was more interesting 
than that of any child in Mansfield or Gedling. 
I’ve occasionally revisited it in my writing, but 
I don’t think of myself as a compelling topic.

You had a pretty great start in your poetry career, being 
championed by Sir Stephen Spender…
It happened relatively late in life: I’d already thrown away 
two or three poetry collections. When I was in my late 
thirties, a long poem of mine, First of May, came third in a 
competition for which Spender was one of the judges. When 
we met at the prize-giving, he asked to see more of my 
work, so I gave him a whole collection I’d been compiling. 
He was very enthusiastic about it, comparing it with 
various classical and modernist writers, and he helped me 
by providing a recommendation. I guess the book would 
have been published anyway, but his name must have 
eased the process.

Whose writing do you look forward to? And is there 
anything you go back and re-read time and again?
I read a lot, getting on for a book a day, but I still don’t get 
through as much as I would like to. I try to share my time 
between revisiting the work I most admire and reading 
things for the first time. I read and re-read huge amounts of 
poetry, mostly European writers of the Modernist period. 
There are few writers whose next book I actually look 
forward to. Among poets, John Ash, Louise Gluck, Derek 
Mahon... Novelists? Damon Galgut, perhaps.
 
There’s a peculiar strain of shyness about sex in English 
literature, and writers who tackle it seem to be mocked 
more often than not. This doesn’t seem to affect your 
own robust and joyful depictions of sex. Do you roll your 
eyes at the annual parade of tittering Bad Sex stories?
What I roll my eyes at is British culture’s lack of respect for 
writers who are doing their best to take the world seriously. 

I hate the Bad Sex Awards for their small-mindedness. 
You wouldn’t see such things in France or 

Italy. Yes, writers will sometimes overreach 
themselves and people will laugh at the 
result, but at least they were trying. 

Why not a Bad Death-Scene Award, or a Bad Walking-
Across-a-Room Award? There are plenty of writers who are 
hilariously bad at describing anything. But it’s sex that gets 
the sniggers.
 
In the last year we’ve seen a milestone in the legalisation 
of same-sex marriage, and also the blaming of floods on 
the same by a politician. Does it feel like we’re making 
much progress as a country in tackling prejudice?
Stupid politicians will always be with us, as will cynical 
politicians who think they can hitch their bandwagons to 
stupid voters. So these struggles are continuous. Look at 
feminism. Women’s equality is now both taken for granted 
and, every day, prolifically violated. The fight against 
sexism has had its milestones, such as the Equal Pay Act, 
but has sexism been eradicated? The hell it has. Well the 
same goes for homophobia. I wouldn’t dare walk across 
Market Square hand-in-hand with another man at eleven 
o’clock on a Friday night. Being married to him wouldn’t 
change that.
 
Is there anything you miss about academia?
IT help.
 
I understand you’ve got a number of unfinished novels 
lying around. Have you any plans to go back to some of 
them, or are they staying firmly unfinished?
I’ve thrown away more unfinished novels than you can 
shake a critic at. I do have a completed one which may be 
worth revisiting. But not until I’ve finished my new poetry 
collection.

gregorywoods.co.uk

DREAM MIDNIGHT
 
At midnight, one midnight in ’72,
I wandered the city with nothing to do.
I wandered the city as if I were dreaming,
The blood in my temples insistently drumming.
 
The doing of nothing took most of the night,
So slow was my progress downwind of the light.
So slow was my progress I thought I was dreaming,
The blood in my temples insistently drumming.
 
With nothing to guide me or show me my way,
I knew where I was as if walking by day.
I knew where I was, but I must have been dreaming,
The blood in my temples insistently drumming.
 
As if an idea had a substance to clutch
I might have been holding you, warm to the touch.
I might have been holding you rather than dreaming,
The blood in my temples insistently drumming.
 
Bewildered by doubt as my fancy became,
I thought I could hear you saying my name.
I thought I could hear you, but I was dreaming,
The blood in my temples insistently drumming.
 
In separate places and separate hearts
We blended our voices, exact counterparts.
We blended our voices into our dreaming,
The blood in our temples insistently drumming.
 
Our throats made the sounds of the pleasures they lacked,
Unspeakable vices delivered from tact—
Unspeakable vices of which we were dreaming,
The blood in our temples insistently drumming.
 
At midnight, one midnight a long time ago,
I wrote you these verses, but you didn’t know.
I wrote you these verses as if you were dreaming,
The blood in your temples insistently drumming.

interview: Robin Lewis
photo: Joe Dixey 
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Tuesday 24th March
THE STRANGLERS
Thursday 26th March
GUN
Friday 27th March
THE VACCINES
Thursday 2nd April
OF MICE & MEN
Friday 3rd April
RIVAL SONS
Thursday 16th April
AXIS OF
Thursday 23rd April
KYSHERA
Tuesday 28th April
UFO
Wednesday 13th May
BETH HART

Saturday 31st January
MURDOCK
Wednesday 4th February
SAXON
Saturday 7th February
THE USED
Saturday 7th February
WOLF
Wednesday 11th February
SAINT RAYMOND
Thursday 12th February
SKIES IN MOTION
Friday 13th February
MONSTER MAGNET
Saturday 14th February
HYENA
Tuesday 17th February
SNOT

Thursday 19th February
INCITE
Saturday 21st February
EMP!RE
Saturday 28th February
JUNGLE
Sunday 1st March
THE WAR ON DRUGS
Tuesday 3rd March
HAILSTORM
Wednesday 4th March
BLEED FROM WITHIN
Friday 6th March
GLAMOUR OF THE KILL
Saturday 7th March
LESS THAN JAKE + 
YELLOWCARD 

Saturday 7th March
GONE & LOST IT  
+ LAST EDITION  
AS PART OF HEY HEY HEY (AFTER  
LESS THAN JAKE + YELLOWCARD)

Tuesday 10th March
EUROPE 
& BLACK STAR RIDERS
Wednesday 11th March
STIFF LITTLE FINGERS
Friday 13th March
ARCHITECTS
Tuesday 17th March
HARDCORE SUPERSTAR
Wednesday 18th March
PAPA ROACH
Friday 20th March
DROPKICK MURPHYS

Monday 9th February
MINERAL
Tuesday 10th February
BLACK RIVERS
Wednesday 11th February
MARIACHI EL BRONX
Friday 13th February
PRIDES
Saturday 14th February
THE SUNDOWNERS
Sunday 15th February
STU LARSEN
Tuesday 17th February
HAWK EYES + GOD DAMN
Thursday 19th February
DARLIA
Friday 20th February
GRANT NICHOLAS
Sunday 22nd February
DRY THE RIVER
Wednesday 25th February
MAN WITHOUT COUNTRY

Friday 27th February
LOLA COLT
Saturday 28th February
RUSTY SHACKLE
Sunday 1st March
PEOPLE ON VACATION
Tuesday 3rd March
MAX JURY
Wednesday 4th March
ZUN ZUN EGUI
Friday 6th March
THE QEMISTS
Sunday 8th March
THE DOUGH ROLLERS
Monday 9th March
LONELY THE BRAVE
Tuesday 10th March
COVES
Thursday 12th March
THE MARTIN HARLEY BAND
Friday 13th March
THE PREATURES

Saturday 14th March
SIVU
Sunday 15th March
WE WERE PROMISED JETPACKS
Wednesday 18th March
CHAMPS
Thursday 19th March
DORJE
Friday 27th March
THE CORONAS
Sunday 29th March
FYFE
Tuesday 31st  March
SHE MAKES WAR
Also coming up:
FINLEY QUAYE 
HIDDEN IN PLAIN VIEW 
A PLACE TO BURY STRANGERS 
TURBOWOLF 
YOUNG KATO 
AKALA 
SKINNY LISTER

Sunday 29th March
THE SUBWAYS
Friday 3rd April
BIPOLAR SUNSHINE
Thursday 11th April
I AM KLOOT
Wednesday 15th April
LOWER THAN ATLANTIS
Friday 24th April
VON HERTZEN BROTHERS
Wednesday 29th April
BLUES PILLS
Friday 1st May
THE ONCE
Sunday 5th May
FM
Tuesday 26th May
YOUNG FATHERS
Sunday 22nd November
FROM THE JAM

Friday 6th February
ONE NIGHT ONLY
Saturday 7th February
BETRAYING THE MARTYRS
Sunday 8th February
KING CHARLES
Monday 9th February
HUDSON TAYLOR
Tuesday 10th February
CROWN THE EMPIRE
Thursday 12th February
JETTBLACK
Friday 13th February
36 CRAZYFISTS
Sunday 15th February
RAE MORRIS
Monday 16th February
GRUFF RHYS PRESENTS: 
AMERICAN INTERIOR LIVE!
Tuesday 17th February
KATE TEMPEST

Friday 20th February
GUS G
Monday 23rd February
LITTLE COMETS
Thursday 26th February
TIM BARRY
Friday 27th February
ATTILA
Saturday 28th February
YEARS & YEARS
Tuesday 3rd March
D.I.D
Friday 6th March
TO KILL A KING
Saturday 7th March
FOZZY
Monday 9th March
CORROSION OF 
CONFORMITY
Thursday 12th March
TRAGEDY

Saturday 14th March
WEDNESDAY 13
Tuesday 17th March
HOBBIE STUART
Wednesday 18th March
SETH LAKEMAN
Thursday 19th March
THE ANSWER
Saturday 21st March
AMARANTHE
Monday 23rd March
FOUR YEAR STRONG
Tuesday 24th March
WOLF ALICE
Wednesday 25th March
KARNIVOOL
Thursday 26th March
REEF
Friday 27th March
FUNERAL FOR A FRIEND

PA P E R
A E R O P L A N E S

DHP BY ARRANGEMENT WITH NEIL O’BRIEN ENTERTAINMENT PRESENTS

Wednesday 6th May

CONTEMPORARY, NOTTINGHAM
www.alt-tickets.co.uk • 0844 871 8819
WWWPAPERAEROPLANESMUSIC.COM

Saturday 28th February

ALBERT HALL, NOTTINGHAM 
www.alt-tickets.co.uk • 0844 871 8819 • www.gigantic.com

WWW.RUMER.CO.UK

Doors: 7:00pm   
14+ (under 16s to be accompanied by an adult)

BY ARRANGEMENT WITH ITB

Wednesday 4th March

GLEE CLUB, NOTTINGHAM 
www.alt-tickets.co.uk • 0844 871 8819 • www.gigantic.com

WWW.JONGOMM.COM

BY ARRANGEMENT WITH GLASSWERK

Sunday 1st March*

ROCK CITY, NOTTINGHAM 
www.alt-tickets.co.uk

WWW.THEWARONDRUGS.NET

NB - RESCHEDULED SHOW - ALL ORIGINAL TICKETS 
REMAIN VALID

Friday 27th February

ALBERT HALL, NOTTINGHAM 
www.alt-tickets.co.uk • 0844 871 8819 

WWW.THE-UNTHANKS.COM

New album out Feb 2015

Friday 20th February 
JAMZ X YEAH YEAH & WHAT 
NEWHAM GENERALS, ELIJAH & SKILLIAM,  
FLAVA D & MORE

Friday 6th March 
BLACK BUTTER RECORDS X 
STEALTH 
MY NU LENG, CHRIS LORENZO & LOTS MORE.

Saturday 14th February 
KLAVES (PMR) AT STEALTH VS 
RESCUED 
KLAVES, STEALTH DJS & LOTS MORE

 



Premium Blend
Equipped with a cheeky grin and a bag full of vinyl, Winston Graham (aka Winnie, DJ Win, and Mr Blender) has been spinning 
certified Motown, soul, dub and reggae bangers on the Nottingham circuit since 1974. A born and bred Radford lad, and now 
back on the scene, we had a natter about all things Notts, as well as the iPod and laptop plague.

What was life like growing up in Radford, and how did it 
shape your musical outlook?
There was music all over. Everything I got for me collection 
had to be vinyl. Yeah man, the selection of music was crazy 
and vinyl was always being bought. 

With your pocket money?
Yeah, or the money from me paper round. I loved doing me 
paper round, and just loved collecting me vinyl. Back in the 
day, I used to go to Sound City and Danny’s record shop to 
get me 7”s. In later years, it was Virgin on Market Street 
where I got acquainted with all the peoples that got me 
playing all me favourite venues. 

What’s a typical day for you?     
Only good days. Playing music and being happy. [He smiles 
the widest smile you’ve ever seen] That’s a good day to me 
- you go out, select the music you wanna play for a set, and 
play it.

Did you ever have other jobs besides playing music? 
When I left school, I picked up any work going. I started a 
three-year apprenticeship in car engineering at Beeston but 
it wasn’t for me, so I started another apprenticeship as a 
tailor, for a man named Mr E Buksmann on Alfreton Road. 
While learning my trade of trimmings and cuttings, I would 
take them down to Paul Smith’s shop on Byard Lane. I 
started doing some work for him, showing him how I would 
do things. We became quite good friends.

Is buying records a different experience nowadays?
Today’s scene has completely changed - the differences 
between digital and analogue are vast. Analogue is 
more chilled out, open and comfortable. With the digital 
effect, it’s just all over the place – you don't know if it’s 
coming from here, there or where. It doesn’t feel real to me. 
Nowadays, you’ve got yer iPods and laptops. I bloody hate 
them. When you go out to DJ, you’ve got to DJ with your 
vinyl, man. That’s what it’s all about.

Where was your first set? 
I had a residency up at Junktion 7, near Canning Circus, 
through just turning up one Thursday with my vinyl. It 
was pretty off-the-cuff back then, so I was allowed to play 
anything I liked, from reggae to garage, to house and funky 
house. They wanted soulful house music for Saturdays, and 
then they asked if I could do a reggae night on a Thursday, 
so I thought, “Yeah, we can do that.” After that, I started 
getting good recommendations, which helped my name 
spread around Notts.   

A lot of Nottingham venues have come and gone over the 
past twenty years. How has the scene changed? 
As soon as you lose the vinyl section and the digital come 
out, you hardly see anybody out. That’s what killed it – 
playing naff CDs! There’s no work involved and you can 
actually hear the difference between analogue and digital 
- playing CDs is too clinical. It has to be vinyl.

What’s the best set you ever played?
It would have to be Ministry of Sound. I played a techno set 
at Media, which eventually turned into Gatecrasher, back in 
2000. It was fantastic: just vinyl, people involved in Ministry 
of Sound, and lots of nice girls. I got a residency spot 
playing their upstairs bar every Thursday. I came to know 
a lot of faces like Carl Cox, Judge Jules and Ms Dynamite, 
who were so lovely, and they’ve always remained close. 

        The differences between 
digital and analogue are vast. 
Analogue is more chilled out, open 
and comfortable.
Do you miss those days? 
I really miss those days. Back in Snug Lounge, they were 
fantastic days, I played alongside Gary from Funky Monkey 
[former Hockley record shop], which is where I got all me 
old vinyl from, all me top tunes to go out and entertain. 

Sounds like there was a real community vibe back then... 
Definitely. If you were in Funky Monkey, you’d always bump 
into friends or people you haven’t seen in a while and ask, 
“What music you buying?” They’d all be after that one, rare 
vinyl which you would have to go to the back of the store to 
get to boost your selection. 

With vinyl sales hitting the 1m mark for the first 
time since 1996, and places like Rough Trade opening 
up, do you think there could be a resurgence in that 
community?
Things are gonna take time, but I think it’s returning. A lot 
of people dismissed the format, that’s hard to return from.

Just before this interview, we got in the car and you got a 
shout-out from a local. Do you get that a lot? 
Yeah - it makes me feel good. It makes me feel honoured 
that I'm recognised as a DJ and as Winston, cos Winston’s 

been here for a long time. Since 1956, and man that is a long 
time. You know, to this day, I’ve had ups and downs, but life 
here has always been on a positive level, y’know? 

Have you ever played anywhere besides Notts?
I went to Austria for a little bit. I had some friends come 
over from there who’d been friends for about two or three 
years, and I was offered to play a set for Steel Pulse. I 
thought “Yes please! Here I come!” So I done bought a car, 
took it across the ferry for about nineteen hours to Linz, 
where we was playing in a club called Schlachthof – no 
bigger than Marcus Garvey in Radford. It was a fantastic 
place. I hung out with Steel Pulse and David Hinds and they 
told me they “just loved a man from the Midlands coming 
out there to play a set!” [Chuckles] I stayed there for a 
month, near a place called Wels, sleeping in log cabins and 
playing in bars and clubs. To be honest, it was one of the 
best times of my life…

So, Mr Blender, where’s that come from? 
My friends who owned Junktion 7 – Eddie and Diane – used 
to call me Da Blenda cos of my mixing, and it just stuck. 
It eventually got changed to Mr Blender. Because I is Da 
Blender. [Reminiscently smiling and giggling]. 

Do you think you will still be doing this in the future 
with the same passion you did way back then? 
I’ll always have the passion. I’ve been playing sound 
systems since it started when I was only thirteen. My uncle 
came from Jamaica and brought across a crate of 7” vinyl 
– he took ‘em to a blues night once, where I played my first 
ever set. Everyone loved what I done. From that day, I have 
never looked back.

You've played sets up and down the country – what 
makes Nottingham home for you as a DJ?
I love Nottingham - I was born here. If you love Nottingham, 
Nottingham will love you back. I’ve seen a lot of people 
come and go cos Nottingham didn’t love them! Nottingham 
is my place. It’s Wins-Town.

Mr Blender will be DJing twice monthly at Wax Bar from 
Friday 28 February. 

mixcloud.com/winstongrahamme

words: Michael Stacey
photo: Raluca Moraru
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words: James Walker

Vector-based illustrations of 
urban spaces. Artist: Andy Tudor

One year ago, on National Libraries’ Day (8 February), our Literature Editor James Walker created the graphic novel serial 
Dawn of the Unread with Paul Fillingham. The aim was to raise awareness about Nottingham’s literary history and warned 
there would be trouble if the dead went unread. Calm down, it’s only an abookalypse…

I despise illiteracy. I would go as far as to classify it as a 
form of child abuse, given how profoundly it can shape a 
life. England’s never had it so good when it comes to this 
shameful social problem. According to a major study by the 
OECD, England holds the unenviable position of being the 
22nd most literate country out of 24 industrialised nations. 
The study involved over 166,000 adults and went as far as 
suggesting the potential threat of ‘downward mobility’, 

whereby the younger population is less educated than the 
older generation.

The long-term economic implications of these findings 
were supported by the Confederation of British Industry 
who found, brace yourself: one in six pupils struggle to 
read when they leave primary school; one in ten boys aged 
eleven has a reading age no better than a seven-year-old; 

and at fourteen, six in ten white boys from the poorest 
backgrounds are still unable to read properly. The solution 
from our former Schools Minister, Nick Gibb, was to give 
them more ‘complex books’. That’ll sort the problem. I’ll 
come back to numbnuts later...
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Books are bobbins
The National Literacy Trust suggests the reason for this 
depressing trend is that books are deemed a thing of the 
past by a ‘YouTube generation’ of readers. Consequently, the 
number of children reading outside of school has dropped 
by 25% since 2005. Finding engaging reading material is a 
particular problem for boys.

The survey of 34,910 young ’uns found that 35% of boys 
agreed with the statement “I cannot find things to read 
that interest me”, compared with just 26% of girls. Jonathan 
Douglas, the director of the National Literacy Trust said, 
“There’s a really strong relationship between literacy – 
reading and writing – and social outcomes, whether it’s 
earnings, home ownership, voting, or a sense of trust in 
society. If children are not practising reading, they will 
miss out.”

There’s also a strong relationship between socio-economic 
background and illiteracy. Unsurprisingly, if your parents 
have low levels of education, you’re five times more likely to 
have poor proficiency in literacy compared to peers whose 
parents enjoyed higher levels of education. The digested 
read (for those who can read): If you’re born into poverty, 
you’re screwed.

Visibility of books
When we look at access to books, the hole gets deeper. 
How are those 35% of boys ever going to read if physical 
access to books is diminishing? Despite the Public Libraries 
& Museums Act 1964, the law that makes public libraries a 
statutory service, 201 libraries were closed down as part of 
government cuts in 2011-12. In 2014 Nottingham City Council 
cut 25.5m from its budget for libraries and arts organisations.

The outlook for independent bookshops doesn’t make for 
pretty reading either. In 2005 there were 1,535 independent 
bookstores in the UK. This dropped below 1,000 for the first 
time in February 2014. This means the most visible place for 
books are the supermarkets. I don’t want to live in a world 
where Tesco determines taste, not because I’m a literary 
snob, but because only large publishers can afford to stock 
mass-produced books at such a low rate. Independent 
publishers simply can’t afford to compete and so inevitably, 
literature is reduced to fifty shades of sleb biogs.

These issues raise a few problems, in particular: How do we 
make libraries a focal part of the community? How do you 
engage modern readers obsessed with their phones? What 
happens to the publishing industry when taste is dictated 
by supermarkets?

Solution
Books aren’t boring. Libraries are. If they’re to survive 
the recession and fend off proposed cuts then they need 
to become fortresses. Vancouver Public Library is the 
personification of this ideal. It’s an outrageous, jaw-dropping 
monolith of knowledge that resembles the Amphitheatrum 
Flavium in Rome. Closer to home is the recently-completed 
£189m Library of Birmingham. Prior to its eco-friendly 
redesign, it was once described by Prince Charles as looking 
like a place “where books would be incinerated” rather than 
read. Both libraries define themselves as cultural hubs rather 
than book banks. They have multiple purposes, in particular 
they share their space with the wider community, and have 
invested in state of the art technology. If all libraries followed 
suit, the mere utterance that they should be closed down 
would be ridiculed.

Just to be clear, a fortress does not have strip lighting, and a 
cultural hub isn’t somewhere you can pay your council tax.

Unfortunately, Nottingham is a tiny city in comparison to 
Birmingham and so it would be naïve to expect renovation 
and investment on a similar scale. Similarly, grand scale 
investments that make spectacles of certain buildings aren’t 
always the solution and can lead to smaller libraries being 
closed down or staff cuts. It’s a complicated mess.

Issue 1: Imagines librarians 
replaced with Tesco self-service 
tills. Artist: Mike White Issue 7: DH Lawrence gets 

encouragement from his father. 
Artist: Hunt Emerson

Issue 3: Mock-up of The Police Illustrated 
News. Artist: Eddie Campbell

Issue 9: Fight! Bendigo and Carl Froch. Artist: Rikki Marr

closed down or staff cuts. It’s a complicated mess.
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Thinking inside the circle
If you want to engage reluctant readers then you have to draw upon all 
elements of the ‘communication circle’. This is the idea that maths, english, 
art, music and film are all equal in their creative practice. At one side of the 
circle, we have maths with its precise, cold, logical forms of articulation. At 
the opposite end we have more emotive forms of communication such as 
music. All are integral to our development.

If we start to think inside the circle and not get boxed in to particularities 
such as ‘more complex’ books, we might just have a chance of capturing 
the ever-diminishing attention spans of the ‘YouTube generation’. We’re 
hoping that Dawn of the Unread will engage readers emotionally and 
intellectually through a unique gaming function which allows them to 
‘read’ or ‘play’ each comic in the serial. Scores are recorded on a virtual 
library card and the person who does the best will feature as a character in 
our final comic.

And before you accuse us of turning to the Dark Side, Mr Gibb, this isn’t 
selling out, pandering, or dumbing down. It’s about finding a place for 
reading within the circle of communication.

The remit of Dawn of the Unread is not to thrust ‘complex’ books on 
people to read. It’s to create a thirst for knowledge. To tease, tantalise and 
inspire. To use digital technology to enable numerous routes into literature, 
knowing that our reading paths are ultimately solitary and taken 

at different speeds. And if kids go to the library to get out books, it will be 
because they want to learn more.

Reading has changed. People have changed. Digital technology insists 
on active participation and readers expect to share their opinion. The 
relationship between physical and digital will never be a happy marriage 
but there’s nothing wrong with it being a fun, open relationship. 
Hopefully our rounded approach to reading might 
just help the generation that’s been so conveniently 
written off.

Booooks…
dawnoftheunread.com 

Answer a few 
multiple questions 
about the literary 
figure.

Visit a literary location 
related to that comic 
and discover there’s 
more to your home 
than trainer shops and 
Paahndlands.

Upload a response to the 
comic and see it on a screen 
outside Broadway Cinema 
and New Art Exchange. 

Get one of our 
recommended books out 
from the library and read it.

BWAINZ: CREATE: READ: GO:

To appear in our fi nal 

chapter, dowload the app 

and complete these four 

tasks for each chapter.

Therefore we need to think of a different way to entice 
younger readers. We need to make books exciting. We need 
zombies…

Dawn of the Unread is an attempt to address these issues 
by imagining what would happen if the great literary figures 
from Nottingham’s past went unread. If their ideas are 
not preserved and made accessible, will they effectively 
disappear from our minds? Sillitoe, Lawrence, Byron et al 
would never put up with such an insult and so return from 
the grave, in a twist on the zombie genre, in search of the 
one thing that will ensure their survival: ‘boooks’.

On the eighth day of each month, we publish an eight-page 
comic that gives a snippet into the lives of a local literary 
figure, and we’re absolutely spoilt for choice in Nottingham. 
These comics are available online and on all media devices.

younger readers. We need to make books exciting. We need 

by imagining what would happen if the great literary figures 

go to the library to get out books, it will be 

knowing that our reading paths are ultimately solitary and taken 

and complete these four 

tasks for each chapter.
than trainer shops and 
Paahndlands.

and New Art Exchange. 

Issue 6: Alma Reville discusses 
life with Alfred Hitchcock. 
Artist: Judit Ferencz 

Issue 10: Sound advice from Ms Hood. Artist: Amanda Tribble



26  leftlion.co.uk/issue64

As something that so many of us suffer from at some time or another in our lives, mental health problems are annoyingly 
still thought of as an off-limit subject to discuss. Now, we’re not suggesting you spill all to the guy you just met on the bus 
journey to work, but bottling it up isn’t doing anyone any favours...

This time last year, I wasn’t very well. I had a really 
bad problem with anxiety and was suffering with panic 
attacks up to six times a day. It meant that my days were 
spent worrying about when the next panic attack was 
going to happen, causing a horrible, never-ending spiral of 
doom. The lowest point was probably being found on the 
bathroom floor at work, hyperventilating and unable 
to move.

I’ve also dealt with depression before. That numb feeling, 
the desolation, when you don’t seem to care about anything 
and getting out of bed is a Herculean effort. It’s a horrible 
feeling that I wouldn’t wish on my worst enemy.

I’m telling you this now because Thursday 5 February 
marks the now-annual Time to Talk Day in which Time 
to Change, a UK-wide charity run by Mind and Rethink 
Mental Illness, aims to get people talking about mental 
illness and the stigma that surrounds it.

I think it’s safe to say a lot of us have been through bouts of 
ill mental health – which can include depression, anxiety, 
OCD, bipolar disorder, SAD and a host of others – even if 
they have only lasted for a short period. This is why it is so 
surprising that there’s still such a stigma about depression; 
it’s very much the elephant in the room.

You might have seen Helpful Advice by Robot Hugs doing 
the rounds on social media, a cartoon that succinctly 
sums up an attitude to mental health that far too many 
people have. Having a broken arm or a bad stomach will 
get you sympathy and time off work, whereas people 
suffering with mental illness are expected to just get on 
with it and recover. 

Depression isn’t like that, though. A basic description 
of it, courtesy of the NHS, is “Depression affects people 
in different ways and can cause a wide variety of 
symptoms. They range from lasting feelings of sadness 
and hopelessness, to losing interest in the things you 
used to enjoy and feeling very tearful. Many people with 
depression also have symptoms of anxiety.

“There can be physical symptoms too, such as feeling
constantly tired, sleeping badly, having no appetite or sex 
drive, and complaining of various aches and pains. The 
severity of the symptoms can vary. At its mildest, you may 
simply feel persistently low in spirit while, at its most 
severe, depression can make you feel suicidal and that life 
is no longer worth living.”

You might have also seen Nest, another Robot Hugs 
cartoon, where a guy makes a blanket fort with his 
depressed friend and then stays there with him. This is 
what you should be doing if you have a depressed friend. 
Don’t shout at them, get exasperated, or tell them that they 
need to sort themselves out. Be kind, be there for them, but 
don’t push them. Your non-pressurising support will mean 
more than you could imagine. This is where Time To Talk 
Day comes in. Obviously we should speak to our friends 
on any day of the year if they’re struggling, but Time to 
Change offer up a fitting time to start opening our eyes to 
that blooming great elephant.

January and February are one of the worst times for the 
onset of depression and other mental health problems. 
Despite Blue Monday having a very debatable scientific 
basis, with a season of parties, friends and family just over, 
short days, and having nothing to do but hibernate and 
stare at a red bank balance, it’s no wonder. 

If you don’t feel comfortable talking with people around 
you, then there’s a bunch of charities that you can have 
a confidential chat with, including CALM (the Campaign 
Against Living Miserably), a charity dedicated to prevent 
male suicide in the UK, and SANE. They both have 
helplines, support forums, or a web chat and text facilities 
for those who find the phone hard to use. 

Depression is such a complex illness that there’s no ‘cover-
all’ cure for it. If you break your arm, you can have a cast 
or an operation and you’ll more than likely be fine in a few 
months, but with depression, some people respond well 
to various pills, some benefit from cognitive behavioural 
therapy, and others from talking 

therapy. It’s about trying the options and seeing which 
suits you best.  

In the past few years, celebrities with mental illness have 
started to speak out. MSPaint illustrator and blogger Allie 
Brosh has started to bring attention to depression by 
candidly talking about the emptiness she experienced, 
and her struggle with it. American 
comedian Maria Bamford is another 
who talks openly about her battle with 
bipolar, as does Stephen Fry. 

Famous people talking about their 
conditions helps to bring awareness 
to, and provide comfort for, people who 
are going through a form of mental 
illness. Of course, sometimes the 
discussion comes after the tragedy, 
like with Robin Williams’ suicide after 
battling depression. As devastating as 
this event was, it’s encouraged even 
more people to speak out about their 
own experiences with mental health 
difficulties. 

Despite more celebrities speaking out 
about their mental health problems, it 
is still a huge problem in the UK. The 
Mental Health Foundation reckon that 
one in four people experience some 
problem with mental health in a year, 
that’s a quarter of us. In Nottingham, 
according to recent figures, “11,292 
calls about conditions including 
depression, stress and anxiety 
were received by the East Midlands 
Ambulance Service in 2013-14 – 1,325 
more than the year before.”

Our city council has taken a pledge 
to help combat mental illness in 
residents, starting Wellness in Mind, a 
new mental health strategy which aims 
to reduce the amount of people with 
mental health issues by 10% by 2020. 
Councillor Alex Norris, portfolio holder 
for health at Nottingham City Council 
commented, “Improving mental health 
and wellbeing is so fundamental to 
delivering better health outcomes in all 
sorts of areas that we made it a priority 
in both the Nottingham Plan, and in our 
Health and Wellbeing Strategy.

“The intention is that the publication of 
this strategy can be a starting point for 
raising awareness of the importance 
of good mental health and tackling 

some of the root causes of poor mental wellbeing. Good 
treatment is important, but even more vital is addressing 
the factors that cause it, which can often be reflective of 
what is happening elsewhere in society. We take the issue 
of mental health and wellbeing seriously and are aiming 
to get to a point where mental ill health is given the same 
focus as physical ill health.”

So I’d advise you, if you’re not feeling quite right, to get 
yourself checked out – much like you would if you had a 
chest infection or a broken bone. Mental illness may be a 
hidden disease, but it’s time to drag it out in the open. 

As for me, I’m feeling much better now. My doctor worked 
with me to arrange the most suitable treatment for what 
ailed me and I’m on the mend. I’ll probably always be a 
bit angsty, but at least I have the tools to deal with it now. 
Suffering in silence is not an option. 

Time To Talk Day is on Thursday 5 February.

time-to-change.org.uk

 Having a broken arm or 
a bad stomach will get you 
sympathy and a few days off 
work, where people suffering 
with mental illness are just 
expected to get on with it and 
recover.

SIGNS OF 
DEPRESSION

Here’s the NHS 
list of signs which 
could indicate you’re 
feeling depressed. If 
you are struggling, 
please go and visit 
your doctor. 

Feelings of sadness and/or 
hopelessness
Loss of interest in things
Tearfulness
Anxiety
Constantly feeling tired
Sleeping badly
Aches and pains
Loss of appetite
Loss of sex drive
Consistent low mood
Suicidal feelings

words: Penny Reeve 
illustration: Harry Wilding



By Laura Wade

‘Savagely funny’
Time Out

RIOTOUS FUN, STUCK-UP TOFFS, AND BAD BEHAVIOUR.  
LOTS OF BAD BEHAVIOUR

Fri 13 Feb – Sat 28 Feb 2015
Box Office 0115 941 9419    nottinghamplayhouse.co.uk



We invented AC Milan
Nottingham lacemaker Herbert Kilpin migrated to Turin 
to work with an Italian-Swiss textile merchant in 1891. 
They both loved football and Kilpin went on to found, 
coach and captain AC Milan back in 1899. Maldini, Van 
Basten, Baresi and Gullit – you all owe us one, ducks.

We helped create the penalty kick
In February 1891, a Notts County player committed a 
blatant handball in the area to save a goal in the FA Cup 
Quarter Final against Stoke City. After this, and similar 
incidents in Scotland and Ireland, the idea of sorting it 
out with a penalty kick was born.

Juventus FC would play in pink 
without us
For six years prior to 1903, Juventus FC played in a 
manky pink kit. Then they put out a call for new shirts 
which was answered by a Notts fella called John Savage, 
who sent them a set of the previous season’s Notts 
County shirts. The colour scheme for one of Europe’s 
most legendary clubs was born.

We won the European Cup – twice!
Thirty-summat years ago, Nottingham Forest FC were the 
kings of Europe. The legendary Brian Clough took a team 
from the second tier of English football and got them 
promoted. The next season, they won the English first 
division title and got into Europe. The season after that, 
they won the European Cup, beating Malmo 1-0 in the 
final. The season after that? They did it again, this time 
beating Hamburger SV by the same scoreline. 

We invented shin pads
Samuel Widdowson played for Nottingham Forest in 
the 1870s and invented football shin pads in 1874 by 
cutting down a pair of cricket pads to protect his legs and 
strapping them outside his stockings. Initially the concept 
was ridiculed, but it soon caught on with other players 
and shin pads are now required by the laws of the game.

Our teams are the oldest 
Notts County FC, founded in 1862, are the world’s oldest 
professional football club. They actually pre-dated 
The Football Association and initially played a game 
of their own devising, rather than association football. 
Nottingham Forest FC (founded in 1865) were hot on their 
heels as the third oldest pro club.

We understand offside better than 
anyone else
The offside rule was invented to stop goal-hanging in 
the 1860s, but in the 1920s Notts County invented the 
offside trap; a defensive tactic designed to unwittingly 
force the attacking team into an offside position. This was 
later successfully adopted by other managers including 
Argentina’s Osvaldo Zubeldía (1965) and Arsenal’s 
George Graham (1986-95) and went on to bore the arse off 
football fans worldwide.

First million-pound footballer
In 1979, Trevor Francis signed for Nottingham Forest from 
Birmingham City for £1m. In an era where footballers only 
earned a few times more than your average man in the 
street, this was a seminal moment. Nowadays the top 
players in this country earn that in a month. Que sera sera...

We were first to trial goal nets
Back in the 1880s, football goals consisted of three poles, 
much as they do now. As the game became professional 
and competitive, strikers increasingly claimed goals had 
gone wide and keepers pretended good goals had gone 
outside the post. So some bright spark came up with 
the idea of a ‘pocket’ to catch the ball, and these were 
first trialled at Nottingham Forest’s Town Ground. Hyson 
Green-born Fred Geary, playing for league titans Everton, 
became the first player in a competitive game to ‘put one 
in the onion bag’. 

We had referee whistles first
Apparently, before the introduction of the whistle in 
football, referees indicated their decisions by waving 
a white handkerchief on the pitch. After realising that 
players were more likely to follow the ball than the ref, 
Forest bought a whistle in 1870 and, after a successful 
trial period, it soon caught on. 

We understand offside better than 
anyone else

We were first to trial goal nets
Back in the 1880s, football goals consisted of three poles, 
much as they do now. As the game became professional 

Nottingham might have just been crowned as 
Sport England’s first City of Football, but our 
history of success and innovation in the world’s 
most popular sport stretches way back...

words: Jared Wilson
illustrations: Raphael Achache



Can She Kick it?
Amy White, Midfielder for Nottingham 
Forest Ladies FC, was scouted by Forest 
as a nipper. Seemingly unable to sit 
still, the 23-year-old holds down a full-
time job, plays professional football and 
somehow manages to fit in coaching and 
a social life. Currently out with an injury, 
we chatted to her about her love of the 
beautiful game...

You started playing for Forest when you were eight, how 
did you get involved?
I started playing football when I was six – I have two 
older brothers, so my sister and I would watch them play. 
We wanted to join in but there were no girls’ teams, so 
we played for our local boys’ team. We got picked up and 
scouted by Forest, and then later on played at the Notts 
County Centre of Excellence until we were sixteen.

How was it playing for a boys’ team?
Funny. Other teams would be like, “Err, you’ve got girls on 
your team...” It wasn’t really the seen thing – going back 
fifteen years, the game wasn’t as developed as it is now. I 
think it made me a better player: I wasn’t scared of tackling 
and I wasn’t scared of boys. 

You’re currently employed as the Communication and 
Media Lead for Nottingham Forest in the Community, 
how did you find yourself in the role?
I did Broadcast Journalism at university, but got told I was 
too nice to be a journalist and should go into PR. I took it as 
a compliment. I went over to the States for a year, and when 
I came back I wanted to work with a club, and I’ve been 
involved with Forest for years so it was the perfect fit.

What did you do over in America?
I was in Portland, Maine, on the East Coast. I worked 
full-time for an English company based over there, doing 
communications and marketing. I was a full-time coach as 
well in the evenings, and played semi-pro football. It was a 
seven day week for just under a year.

                I think there’ll come a day 
when the professional woman 
won’t have to have a part-time job 
to sustain her football career. 
You play on the same team as your twin sister. What’s 
that like? 
I love it. The beginning of the season was the first time 
we’ve been on the same pitch for two years because I was 
away and she was injured. It was great – then I got injured. 
We’ve had the same injury, on the same knee, had to have 
the same reconstructive surgery – we even had the same 
surgeon. Pretty weird twin stuff. 

You’re 23 and you’ve been an Account Manager, 
Communications Manager, a coach, got a degree and 
played professional football. How do you fit it all in?
I’m just used to a busy lifestyle, I’d rather be pushing 
myself. I got the Account Manager position in my final year 
of university, so I was doing my finals and working full-
time. I believe that if you work hard, you’ll get the rewards 
for it.

Women’s football is rapidly growing in popularity; 
games are being broadcast on telly and there’s full 
online coverage on BBC sport. How do you see the game 
growing in the future?
I see it continually growing - getting more media coverage 
and support. The Women’s Super League (WSL) has really 
kick-started the professionalism of the game.

Why do you think it is that Forest haven’t seen the same 
success as other local teams?
We bid for the WSL but we didn’t get it and it’s had a knock-
on effect – without the extra funding it’s hard to progress. 
We’ve done well in our own right but we’re always looking 
to push forward. We’ll get there one day.

A lot of players that have come through Forest have gone 
on to play for Super League teams…
We had Sophie Bradley, she now plays for England and 
County. Reanne and Lyndsey are two that have gone on to 
Doncaster Belles. And Lauren Cresswell. We produce really 
good players and it’s sad to see them go. We’ve become a 
feeder for local WSL teams in a way.

Women still have to pay to play…
Yeah, if we don’t have sponsors we have to pay to play. I’m 
fortunate in that I have a sponsor so I don’t pay anything, 
but it highlights the fact that we play because we love it.

Do you think there’ll be a day when women are paid the 
same as men in football?
I don’t think we’ll ever be paid the same purely because 
the money in the men’s game is phenomenal. I think there’ll 
come a day when the professional woman won’t have to 
have a part-time job to sustain her football career. They’ll 
just be footballers, and that will be it.

In 2004 FIFA president Sepp Blatter said, “Female 
footballers should wear tighter shorts and low cut 
shirts… to create a more female aesthetic and attract 
more male fans.” How do you feel about this? Is this level 
of sexism still present in the game?
That was eleven years ago now. I feel it’s progressed since 
then – as time goes on, stereotypes are being broken down 
and things are becoming less of a problem. It’s becoming 
more about the game, which is a good thing.

The Forest kit is sponsored by the No More Page 3 
campaign, sporting the hashtag #kiton. Have you been 
active in the campaign at all?
We’re wearing the kit to showcase that we support what 
they’re looking for. They’re trying to get a message across 
that we [women] should have equal rights. We all want 
equality in sport, life and everything that comes with it.

You travelled the world as part of the 2014 World Cup, 
how did you get involved?
I worked for a sports PR company who held the contract 
for Vauxhall and who sponsor the four home nations, and I 
led the account for the Northern Ireland sponsor. I went to 
Amsterdam, Portugal, Russia, Malta and Belfast doing PR 
and managing social media for the company. Basically, I got 
to have a good time watching football and be a VIP. I had a 
police escort with the ambassadors – it was crazy. 

As a team, you do a lot of work for the community. Tell us 
a bit about the work you’re doing with UoN 
and Stonewall…
We supported the Rainbow Laces campaign to raise 
awareness about homophobia in football. I went to a 
conference for the LGBT equality movement within sport, 
and Stonewall were there talking about the campaign 
as a whole. It’s really starting to kick off. For us, it’s all 
about supporting the need for equality within the game 
– homophobia can sadly be a part of it, and it needs to be 
stamped out.

So, what’s next?
I’m itching to tick off some more bucket list stuff, so I’m 
hoping to go and coach in Ghana with Forest later this year. 
We’ve had difficulty – what with the Ebola situation – so 
we’re waiting to hear if we can go. If we can’t, I’ve got a 
friend who’s got a charity out there called Start Small, so I’ll 
do some work through them.

Nottingham Forest Ladies FC will be playing at home 
against Newcastle United WFC on Sunday 22 February 2015.

nottinghamforestladies.co.uk
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Can She Kick it?

Sophie Bradley started her career at 
Forest, moved to Leeds and is now 
Defender and Captain for Notts County 
Ladies FC. In between all that, she’s 
played for England at the 2011 Women’s 
World Cup and at the 2012 Olympic 
Games. We chatted to the local lass 
about representing her country and
team banter... 
Have you always been a keen footballer? 
My dad wanted me to play tennis because I could make 
a career out of it. My parents would send me to football 
camps with my brother, but wouldn’t let me play in a team. 
I got my own trial for a team and my dad dropped me off – 
he didn’t even stay to watch me, I’ll never forget that. Now 
he comes all round the world with me and he’s so happy 
that I chose football.

Did you play for an girls team when you were younger?
I played for the boys’ team at school. I was captain, but I 
was stripped of it because a parent complained, saying it 
was embarrassing that a girl was captain. I was just a kid 
who wanted to play so it didn’t really matter to me. That’s 
the way I’ve always thought – as long as I’m playing.

You were awarded a scholarship to the FA development 
centre at Loughborough University. How valuable do you 
think schemes like these are for young players?
It was fantastic. I was at Loughborough for three years - I 
had to be up for 5.30am to train at 7am, to then go to college 
and then train again. That was my routine. I got a lot of 
stick off my friends cos I never got to see them, but if I 
hadn’t given all my time up to do that, I wouldn’t be where 
I am now. It was a really important part of my life. If you’ve 
got the talent, and people recognise it, then go for it.

How did you feel when you first discovered you’d been 
selected to play for England?
I was at school when my dad got the phone call - I thought 
he was having me on. The camp was intense, my legs used 
to hurt so much I thought I was dying. When I was younger, 
there were better players than me, but I worked harder - 
staying longer and waking up earlier. That’s all paid off 
now. It’s an absolute honour to play for my country. I never 
thought I’d be able to do it.

Your England team mates, Alex Greenwood, Laura 
Bassett, Jess Sigworth and Rachel Williams have all just 
been signed to County, does this mark your rise to the top 
of the league with an all-star team?
To be honest, it’s too early to say. You can name all the best 
players in the world – but can they play in a team together? 
We had a great team last year but unfortunately injuries 
didn’t go our way. I don’t want to set the bar too high but 
we’ll see. It’s looking good.

There’s a lot of international players in the team. How 
easy do you think they find the transition?
When Desiree Scott first came over, the hardest part was 
getting used to our banter. She laughs about it now, but 
at the time she’d be like, “You can’t say that!” We just 
wind each other up - English banter. It’s great to see the 
experience of another player from another national team. 
They have a different outlook on the game.

Women’s football is rapidly growing in popularity; 
games are being broadcast on telly and there’s full 
online coverage on BBC sport. How do you see the game 
growing in the future?
Ever since the Olympics, there’s been more interest in 
the game - more people come to watch. Hopefully it will 
continue. I don’t think it will ever be on the scale of the 
men’s game, but it’s going in the right direction. We can say 
we do this as our jobs now. Before, we had to pay to play.

You played on the England Olympic team, how was that?
Amazing. I wanna do it again, it went so quick. It was 
the highlight of my career by far. When people mention 
it to me I’m still like, “Oh yeah, bloody hell, I did play at 
the Olympics.” When you’re so in the moment of doing 
something, you forget how big it is. 

In 2004 FIFA president Sepp Blatter said, “Female 
footballers should wear tighter shorts and low cut 
shirts…to create a more female aesthetic and attract 
more male fans.” How do you feel about these kind 
of comments?
Stuff like that doesn’t really bother me, it goes in one ear 
and out the other. All I’m focused on is playing football. 
You’re going to get those comments in any sport at the elite 

level - people are going to say stuff about you. I don’t really 
bat an eyelid.

There’s a strong rivalry between the men’s County and 
Forest teams. Is it the same between the womens’ teams?
Not really. Forest might see it different because County are 
in the top league but, for us, no. Laura O’Neill who plays for 
us used to play for Forest, I used to play for Forest, so not at 
all. It’s different in the men’s game. 

Do you think there’ll ever be a day when women 
footballers will be paid the same as their male 
counterparts?
I don’t. It’d be fantastic, but we need to focus on the way 
women’s football is going rather than comparing it to 
men’s. If you look at older players like Sue Smith, she’s only 
recently been paid to play towards the end of her career. All 
those years she’s had to work a full-time job, train around 
it, and then compete at an international level. That makes 
you realise how lucky we are. It’s a hard one - it’s because 
we’re women that we don’t get paid as much as the men. If 
I was a man right now, I’d be loving life. But then again, I’m 
loving life being a woman.

         I was captain of the school 
team but I was stripped of it 
because a parent complained, 
saying it was embarrassing that a 
girl was captain. I was just a kid 
who wanted to play so it didn’t 
really matter to me.
When you’re not on the pitch, what do you like to do?
I spend a lot of time with my fiancé, family and friends. I’ve 
got a little sister who I don’t get to see much because I’m 
training all the time, so I take her shopping on my day off. 
My mum and dad own a care home, so I tend to go and help 
out there as well.

Do you work there when you’re not training?
I can’t do many hours. When the season finishes I can be a 
bit more hands on. I did a bit of coaching but that was too 
much football for me, I like to go and be away from it all. It 
keeps me grounded.

Is that something you think you’d go into if you didn’t 
have football?
Looking after people is like second nature. I realise 
football’s not going to last forever so I need to do something 
on the side, but for the minute, football is my priority.

nclfc.co.uk

words: Lucy Manning
photo: Raluca MoraruCan She Kick it?
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SAVED.
UPCYCLED ASSORTMENTS

BY SUE RYDER

GET READY FOR OUR 
GOOSE GATE SHOP 
FASHION EVENT 
26th February, 6–9pm
There’ll be lots to do, and you won’t want to miss out:
• access all area shopping. You get to rummage in our stock 

rooms and get your hands on never before seen stock
• a vintage designer auction
• official launch of our “Saved” upcycled range
• a cat walk showing of exclusive designs from London College 

of Fashion in collaboration with Sue Ryder
• enjoy a glass of plonk as DJ’s spin some tunes. 

Plus 10% of everything in the shop.
Sue Ryder, Goose Gate, Nottingham, NG11FF

Sue Ryder is a charity registered in England and Wales (1052076) and in Scotland (SC039578).

Ref No. 03859. ©Sue Ryder. Jaunary 2015.

Suerydergoosegate Sueryderatgoosegate @Suerydergoose 



A short time ago, Philip Woodhead was making beats in his bedroom and working at Next, when attention for his tune Wish 
You Were Mine started gaining momentum on several streaming platforms. After signing to 3 Beat, the track reached number 
two in the charts and has picked up international acclaim. We checked in with him on the blower… 

How did you first get into music?
I’ve always had a passion for making music – it’ll never leave 
me. I’ve been playing the piano for twelve years, and I play 
the drums and other instruments every now and again too. 
I haven’t touched a piano in years because electronic music 
production took over since college, when I was dabbling 
with Fruity Loops - I still use it now. I was using all kinds of 
software, but that was the easiest thing to get hold of and I 
got good at it. Five years down the line, it’s all happened.

How are you feeling at the minute?
You’ve gotta take it in your stride. To anyone who’s out 
there wanting to be a producer, I can tell you that when this 
happens, it’s amazing, the best feeling, but it is massively 
overwhelming – especially the way it happened to me. It’s so 
daunting. There’s a lot on your plate. But it’s all good, when 
you start feeling comfortable in this world, it’s absolutely 
amazing. Literally living the dream.

What were you on with before it all kicked off? Were you 
at uni?
I studied music tech at De Montfort University - it was 
alright, but it just wasn’t what I wanted to learn. I got 
halfway through the second year and dropped out. They 
try and get so much academic stuff in when a lot of it is 
completely practical. I could do it myself. I needed to get 
a job and dedicate as much time as possible to my actual 
music. It was a bit of a gamble, I don’t know if I was being 
naïve or just passionate. I’ve been very fortunate and I’m 
sure there are a lot of people out there who need uni, so I 
wouldn’t tell anyone to give up - it’s just about pushing on 
and doing it yourself.

When was the first time you heard your tune on the radio?
Someone told me Greg James on Radio 1 had played it, so 
I heard it on catch up. I’ve heard it that many times on the 
radio now, it’s just incredible. It’s even at number sixteen 
in the Australian charts. That’s absolutely mental, isn’t it? 
Loads of weird things are happening. Last summer, people 
were telling me they were hearing it in Ibiza, I was like, “It’s 
not even out!”

There’s a video of a young lad on YouTube emceeing over 
your tune…
I’m not massively into grime or rapping - it’s not my thing. 
A lot of people have been saying that it’s big just because 
of him, but it had already racked up about 40,000 views 
before they uploaded that video, I was signed to 3 Beat, and 
I’d been approached by the Ministry of Sound and Warner 
Brothers. I respect what he’s doing, but it’s irritating when 
people say he made the track, because it was already 
growing organically - it could happen to anyone who’s got 
a song with a lot of views. I’m not faulting it, I’m sure it 
helped, but it was already getting big.

What do you reckon to the shift in the electronic music 
scene from dubstep and drum and bass to house?
Dubstep was the first thing I produced - I moved to drum 
and bass for years, but there’s no money or direction in 
it. Everyone wants to be able to make a living and, even 
if you’re making the best drum and bass in the world, it’s 
going to be a struggle. I lost interest because everything just 
started sounding the same and it became a bit regressive for 
me. I still love all the old songs, but there’s nothing special 
about a lot of new stuff, apart from people like Sigma.

House music took over, for me. I went to a few raves and 
they just blew me away, even more so than when I went 
to Detonate or Basslaced back in the day. It was so much 
fun. In Ibiza, Warehouse Project and a few more, I couldn’t 
believe how different the vibe was – there was no aggression 
at all. Everybody was just loving each other, there was room 
to dance, a better vibe for me.

Sounds like you need to get yersen to Berlin duck…
It’s all going off over there, int it? They’ve got Watergate - 
I’d love to play there, it looks absolutely unreal. Obviously I 
make all my mainstream stuff, but I also make a lot of dark 
stuff. My sets are actually really techy which surprises a lot 
of people – they’re not too Duke Dumont-ish, it’s quite cool 
seeing people get excited about the techy stuff.

You’ve been playing some cool places…
Yeah, I’m playing with Danny Howard at the weekend, and 
I’m at Sankey’s in Manchester which is one of my favourite 
clubs in the country. I played my first set at Stealth the other 
week - I couldn’t believe how busy it was. It was only Stealth 
VS Rescued, but the tickets sold out and it was one in, one 
out for the room I was playing. The fact that they’d all come 
to see me was crazy. The crowd was so good, dedicated from 
the start. Amazing man, proper sick.

Do you use CDJs or vinyl?
I can and do use both, but normally just CDJs and USBs – I’m 
easy. It’s been a while since I bought a physical record, I’ve 
always been into digital because I’m of that age. Even if I 
was playing on vinyl, I’d use Serato - I started DJing when it 
first came about, and it was so easy to plug your computer 
into your deck or CDJ. When I’ve got some more money, I’ll 
start collecting vinyl.

Do you think the trends in digital sales and subscription 
services are a good or bad for the artist?
I don’t know, there are different ways of looking at it, and 
pros and cons on both sides. I’m just happy with what’s 
in front of me. I think people can debate a bit too much 
about it – it doesn’t necessarily mean it’s ruining anything. 
If something’s getting you loads of views, you should 
appreciate that. 

What can we expect from you in the future?
I wanna cover different aspects of house and build an album 
out of it, it’ll be quite varied – hopefully it’s gonna be good. If 
Wish You Were Mine is the only hit, it’s the only hit. We’ll just 
see what happens. Hopefully I’ll be able to do it again but, if 
not, I’m happy just being a DJ.

Anything else you’d like to say to LeftLion readers?
Thank you to everybody. I just found out today that 
Nottingham’s the biggest supporting city in the country, so 
a massive shout out to everybody who’s been championing 
the track and anyone who came to see me at Stealth - it’s 
been absolutely crazy. 

soundcloud.com/philipgeorgeuk

interview: Bridie Squires

BY GEORGE, HE’S GORRIT
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He fought in wars, stood up for the poor, and kept a bear in his room at Trinity College, Cambridge. But Lord Byron also 
banged out a few poems - another reason why Nottingham is worthy of being a UNESCO City of Literature. 

Arrive in Nottingham by train and one of the first things you 
see when leaving the station is a huge banner displaying 
Nottingham’s ‘Rebel Writers’: Alan Sillitoe, DH Lawrence, 
and Lord Byron. All three are worthy of the title, but it is 
perhaps most fitting for the poet, Lord Byron.

Abandoned by his father, George Gordon Byron was raised 
in Aberdeen by his poverty-stricken mother. He came to 
Nottingham aged ten when he inherited his ancestral home - 
the truly gothic Newstead Abbey. He and his mother lodged 
on Pelham Street and then St James’s Street, where he 
wrote his first poem about an old woman who also lived in 
Nottingham at Swine Green. 

Born with a deformed foot and a limp, Byron championed 
the underdog. He viewed his disability as a challenge, so 
from his schooldays onwards would play cricket, ride, swim, 
fence and box. While he lived in Southwell, he took part in 
amateur dramatics, directing and starring in the play The 
Weathercock. His first poems Fugitive Pieces were published 
in 1806 by John Ridge, a local Newark printer. He kept many 
animals in his lifetime, but his beloved Newfoundland, 
Boatswain, was buried at Newstead in an elaborate tomb. 
During his time at Trinity College, Cambridge, Byron kept a 
pet bear in his room - dogs were not allowed. 
 
Immediately after graduating, Byron travelled to Europe 
and then went on his Grand Tour (1809-11). When he 
returned, his travels inspired him to write Childe Harold’s 
Pilgrimage, which made him an overnight celebrity. 1812 
was a momentous year for Byron; as well as finding fame 
through his poetry, he made his Maiden Speech in the House 
of Lords. Originally, Byron was to speak about Catholic 
Emancipation. He chose instead to champion the local 
stocking-knitters, many of whom lost their employment due 
to new machinery. They banded together, called themselves 
Luddites, and smashed up the wide frames that had put 
them out of work.  
 
While Byron did not approve of their vandalism, he insisted 
it was only done through desperation. Frame-breaking was 
hotly debated in parliament with PM Spencer Perceval’s 
government bringing in the Frame Bill, making frame-
breaking, or even planning to smash the machines, a capital 
offence. When the Bill was passed, Byron wasted no time 
in writing An Ode to the Framers of the Frame Bill, railing 
against the injustice and lack of compassion the government 
had for its starving people.

Byron’s political activities are often overshadowed by his 
relationships and sexual exploits. He was vain and controlled 
his image with an almost contemporary awareness; young 
ladies who read Childe Harold were not disappointed 
when they saw his portrait. His open shirt, pale skin and 
dark, curling hair set hearts aflutter. Even as a teen, Byron 
fathered a child with a serving maid, and fell in love often, 
forming deeply romantic friendships at school and university. 
He wrote a poem about the Cambridge chorister, John 

Edleston, and tore his student gown while climbing into a 
chapel window to listen to his angelic voice. But it was Mary 
Chaworth from Annesley who stole his heart and later broke 
it, calling him “that lame boy”.

Despite marrying someone else in January 1815, Byron was 
in love with Augusta Leigh - his half-sister. They weren’t 
raised together but kept up a lively correspondence and 
became close when they met as adults. His wife, Annabella 
Milbanke, was intelligent and mathematical but lacked 
humour. It was doomed from the start. Byron had proposed 
to her by post, mainly marrying her for money and in the 
hope she might reform his wayward character.
 
Although Byron and Augusta spent time together at 
Newstead, he and his wife never did - by the time he 
married, Byron was trying to sell the Abbey to pay his debts. 
His lifestyle did not suit Annabella; he was often seen at the 
theatre, parading in Covent Garden with an actress on each 
arm as well as staying up all night writing and drinking. 
Soon after the birth of his daughter, Augusta Ada, Annabella 
left him and took the child to her parents’ house. A few 
months later, they were separated formally and Byron left 
England, never to return.

Despite the whirlwind of scandal surrounding Byron, he 
managed to enjoy his travels through Europe, visiting 
the recently-vacated battlefield of Waterloo. He settled 
in Switzerland, where he was joined by the radical poet 
Shelley, Mary Godwin (now calling herself Mrs Shelley) 
and Claire Clairmont, with whom Byron had a brief affair 
during the final months of his marriage. Claire gave birth 
to their daughter, Allegra, who Byron took away from her 
mother when he moved to Venice. In December 1816, Byron’s 
thoughts turned again to the frame breakers, writing Song 
for the Luddites, which he sent to his friend Thomas Moore.

Byron’s fame had now turned into notoriety and young 
ladies were warned not to look at him. During the Venetian 
Carnival, Byron, like his latest hero Don Juan, boasted he’d 
‘had’ over 200 women. He kept his intellect occupied by 
learning the notoriously difficult Armenian language and 
writing two books on Armenian Grammar. Later he was 

involved with the Carbonari, a band of secret freedom-
fighters. Byron hoped that Italy could be united, instead 
of the predicament with warring factions and individual 
states. Eventually he tired of the situation, despite having a 
passionate love affair with the young Countess Guiccioli who 
had left her elderly husband for Byron.

The ‘broken Dandy,’ as he called himself in his poem Beppo, 
then wandered further - this time to Greece. The Turks 
had occupied it for almost 400 years and Byron dreamt of 
the Greeks finally achieving freedom, pouring money from 
the sale of Newstead into the cause. He united Greeks and 
Albanians against the Turks, and even adopted a Turkish girl 
who had been shipwrecked when a boat ran aground not far 
from Messolonghi.  
 
Unfortunately Byron did not live to see his beloved Greece 
gain its independence. He caught a fever after riding in 
the rain and never recovered from his doctors bleeding him 
excessively. The great hero died on 19 April 1824. When he 
was young, Byron had expressed a wish to be buried with 
his dog at Newstead, later he asked to be buried in Greece. 
Neither of these wishes were fulfilled, nor his request “not 
to be hacked about”; the surgeons performed an autopsy, 
removing various organs.  
 
Byron’s heart was interred in the Heroes’ Garden in 
Messolonghi, but his body was brought back to England. 
The poet who had scandalised a nation could not be buried 
in Poets’ Corner in Westminster Abbey, so Byron’s funeral 
cortège wound its way slowly back to Nottinghamshire. 
The nobility sent their empty carriages to follow it as far 
as Hampstead - not wanting to publicly condone Byron’s 
behaviour - leaving only Byron’s closest friends, servants 
and, in place of the grief-stricken Augusta, her husband 
Colonel Leigh.
  
Byron’s embalmed body was put on show for four days at the 
Blackamore’s Head pub in Nottingham city centre. People 
flocked to see him and the newspapers that had criticised 
and satirised him wrote gushing obituaries. The out-pouring 
of grief is only comparable to that expressed after the death 
of Princess Diana. At Hucknall, the crowd was so large that 
it was difficult to get the coffin inside the church. Byron was 
finally laid to rest in the family vault underneath the church 
of St Mary Magdalene. His daughter Ada would also be 
buried there in 1852. He was eventually given a memorial 
plaque in Westminster Abbey in 1969.

Today, Byron has enthusiasts, dedicated scholars and fans 
all over the world. People visit Nottingham, Hucknall and 
Newstead from many different countries with their own 
Byron Societies and as members of the International Byron 
Society. He is arguably Nottingham’s greatest export and 
the nation’s greatest poet, inspiring countless other poets 
and authors.  
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        His open shirt, pale skin 
and dark curling hair set hearts 
fluttering. Byron fell in love 
often and from a very early age, 
and formed deeply romantic 
friendships at school and 
university.





As the offspring of a Romantic poet and a clinical 
mathematician, the gifted Augusta Ada Lovelace was a 
hybrid of art and science. Even with a strict upbringing, 
shielded from a world of imagination, she pulled out a 
nagging creativity from inside of her. The Dilettante Society 
sifted through her inspiring story to let us in on her secrets…
 
Through the most contrary of methods, 
both the scientist and the artist seek 
to understand and explain life and the 
world around them. Where artistic 
minds exercise expression, intuition and 
emotion to discover their truths, scientists 
and mathematicians favour rationality, 
evidence and absolutes in their reasoning. 
However, when we can combine or 
transcend these differences, things become 
far more interesting, with results often 
groundbreaking or occasionally just 
plain mad.

The remarkable Augusta Ada Lovelace 
bridged the gap between the seemingly 
opposite realms of artistic romanticism 
and scientific rationality, earning her the 
impressive - if occasionally disputed - 
accolade of the world’s first computer 
programmer. And this was back in the 
nineteenth century, in days when curtseys 
and corsets were a staple part of a woman's 
worth. It would require a most interesting 
heritage and character for a woman to find 
herself in a position of forwarding the world 
technologically, and they were things Ada 
certainly had.

She was the only daughter of the 'mad, bad, 
and dangerous to know' Romantic poet, 
Lord Byron, and admired intellect Anne 
Isabella 'Annabella' Byron – a confusing 
match at first glance. Annabella Milbanke, a 
religious and mathematically gifted woman 
of strict morals and a prim, detached 
disposition, seemed entirely unsuited to 
the excesses and dubious moral character 
of her husband. In fact, at the time of their 
marriage, the rumour mill was rife with 
aspersions concerning the questionable 
nature of his relationship with his half-sister 
Augusta Leigh, and many have theorised 
that Byron pursued the marriage reluctantly 
to alleviate his mounting debts and improve 
his public standing. 

Lady Byron rapidly began to see her new 
beau’s dark moods, eccentricities and 
extramarital activities as evidence of 
his insanity and, fearing the dangerous 
influence of Byron’s dark decadence on Ada, 
they divorced a month after her birth. Byron 
soon left for his travels, and would die eight 
years later, never to meet his daughter.

The unusual circumstances of Ada’s 
upbringing were key to her unique 
sensibility; her temperament conditioned 
in a parental tug of war between her 
absent father's poetic visions and salacious 
lifestyle, and her mother's dominance.

To counteract any inherited tendency 
towards romantic excess, she was strictly 
educated in science and maths from the 
age of four. With a rigorous programme 
of selected studies, enforced by harsh 
punishments and snooping relatives, 
she flourished academically. Persistently 
steering Ada away from the arts, her 
mother hoped to eradicate any trace of 
her father’s influence. Immersed in the 
sciences, Ada became fascinated by 
mechanical engineering, writing her first 
book Flyology aged twelve. Illustrated 
with plates of her own design, the book 

recorded her carefully researched plans 
for creating a flying machine, where she 
examined the flight and feathers of birds as 
well as materials like silk and paper. While 
the venture was dismissed as ‘fanciful’ by 
her mother, it would hint at the fusion of 
rational science and imaginative art that 
characterised Ada’s later work.

As her independence grew, Ada - quite 
rightly - took issue with her mother’s 
insistence that there was no place 
for poetics in the objective world of 
the sciences. Perhaps it was this very 
repression of the ‘dangerous’ world of arts 
that lead to her longing for what she 
termed ‘poetical science’, where 
imagination and a passion for invention 
and discovery could thrive. 

She saw no antagonism between the 
sensibilities of the Romantic era and 
the technological preoccupation of the 
Industrial Revolution. Rather, she looked 
to where these separate realms could 
coincide, invoking a sense of wonder 
and artistry into the machine. Beyond 
mere number crunching, she saw, as an 
acquaintance of Ada and Babbage put it, 
“the great beauty of the invention” and its 
potential to revolutionise. This ability to 
unite poetic sensibilities with mathematical 
theory would lead to one of her greatest 
achievements: interpreting Charles 
Babbage’s Analytical Engine.

The Analytical Engine provided the first 
examples of a computer memory and 
processor, with punched cards providing 
input and output systems. In all honesty, 
we’re not entirely clear on the workings 
of this pioneering mechanical computer; 
such matters extend far beyond our areas 
of expertise and, for us, the romance 
of the plot far outweighs the intricate 
details of the mechanisms. Indeed, we’re 
inclined to side with Byron’s thoughts 
on the unfathomable; as he wrote to 
Annabella - his ‘Princess of Parallelograms’ 
- during their courtship, “I agree with 
you quite upon Mathematics too - and 
must be content to admire them at an 
incomprehensible distance - always adding 
them to the catalogue of my regrets.”

The machine and its implications 
captivated Ada, and her contribution to 
modern computing lies in her translation of 
an article on it by an Italian engineer - Luigi 
Menabrea. Her many pages of additional 
notes greatly developed and improved the 
original, foreseeing various functions and 
practical uses the machine could provide, 
including composing complex music and 
producing graphics. 

Due to the collaborative nature of her 
work, many detractors have suggested 
that Ada is underserved of her title as the 
world’s first computer programmer, while 
others regard her as providing a level 
of understanding which perhaps even 
Babbage himself had not achieved.

Though the translation remained her 
only published work, she continued to 
correspond with Charles Babbage for 
the following eighteen years, until her 
untimely death at the age of 36. Indeed it 
was Babbage who bestowed upon her the 
title ‘Enchantress of Numbers’. Together, 
they created quite a scandal, indulging 
Ada’s penchant for gambling by devising 
a ‘fool-proof’ system of betting on the 
horses based on mathematical theories of 
probability. Sadly, the venture was not as 
successful as they’d imagined and, in true 
bohemian fashion, they accumulated debts 
far beyond what flogging the family jewels 
could salvage.

Despite his absence from her life, Ada 
shared some of her father’s wanton ways 
and, in her later years, developed quite a 
fondness for wine and opium. However, 
where her father may have used such 
intoxications as a source of inspiration 
or simply recreation, Ada sought to 
understand such pleasures by writing a 
critical paper on their effects gained from 
her own experiences. Whether this was 
her genuine intention or merely a way of 
excusing her indulgences, one can only 
guess. Her flirtatious relationships with 
male companions also caused a stir, and 
over 100 letters to such acquaintances 
were destroyed by her husband upon her 
death, presumably for fear they would 
tarnish her reputation. 

At her request, Ada was buried by her 
father’s side in the Byron Vault at St 
Mary Magdalene Church in Hucknall. 
A century passed and her important 
work lay virtually forgotten but, with the 
coming of the computer age, she began 
to receive the credit she deserves. Her 
legacy is widespread within computing 
and mathematical fields, with a primary 
programming language named after her 
in the late seventies, and Ada Lovelace 
Day is now celebrated annually to mark 
the contributions by women to science, 
engineering, technology and mathematics.

An extraordinary life, punctuated by good 
measures of hard work, imagination, and 
daring. Ada’s example of mixing disciplines 
and indulging her visionary ideas, despite 
her complicated upbringing and society’s 
attitude to the role of women, deserves to 
be celebrated.   

facebook.com/thedilettantesociety

illustration: Christine Dilkswords: Lady M and F. Dashwood

 The more I study, 
the more insatiable do I 
feel my genius for it 
to be.

 The Analytical 
Engine weaves 
algebraic patterns, just 
as the Jacquard loom 
weaves flowers and 
leaves.
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Riverbank Bar & Kitchen, 
Trent Bridge, Nottingham, NG2 2GS

Tel. 0115 986 7960    www.riverbanknotts.co.uk

Coming Soon. From 6th Feb.

NEW main restaurant menu.

NEW stonebaked pizza in the bar.

NEW cocktail menu.

NEW Weekend entertainment.

Pop in after our mini-refurb.

We are closed from 1st Feb 6pm

We reopen 6th Feb 6pm

The Riverbank Bar & Kitchen
Trent Bridge, Nottingham NG2 2GS 

Tel. 0115 986 79 60
www.riverbanknotts.co.uk

VIP bar booths available 

Party packages £15pp
You can book our VIP bar booths for reserved seats all 

night and table service, including 
sharing pizzas and planks

Great for birthdays & celebrations
Free bottle of bubbly on your birthday 

T's & C's apply

Our Friday Residency

10pm–12.30am THE JOE STRANGE BAND
12.30–2am Party Tunes!

Friday Drinks Offer
2  4  1 Cocktails

Selected Beer offers
5 - 10.30pm

NOW WITH NEW BAND MEMBER ON THE KEYBOARD!
Come and hear their new set 



When I was ten, I drew faces on topless 
girls in The Sun at my grandparent’s 
house. I’d sneak the paper away, draw a 
funny face on it, then sneak it back under 
my grandad’s table in the hope that he’d 
see it. And Titheadz were born. 
 
I never pursued drawing in any way, 
shape or form, and I’d forgotten I could 
draw until about a year ago. I started 
doing them again as a series - numbering 
them, taking photos and sharing them on 
Facebook. Those fifteen-minute doodles 
turned into eight-hour drawing sessions 
and I'm now on number 63. I started off 
just using biro and would incorporate 

the colours in the background of the paper. I progressed from just doing heads to create 
full-bodied characters and I’ve started using Sharpies, including a lot more colour. I got some 
laughs on Instagram, so I began taking requests and selling them signed and framed. I scan 
every image and print them off - the originals are my babies.

I’ve done customised Titheadz for designers like Bluecheese Clothing, DopeThirteen and The 
FTS. I also do personalised Titheadz, turning friends, family members and partners into a 
Tithead. I’ve drawn everything from Storm Troopers to Minions, Del Boy to Gizmo, someone's 
girlfriend to their grandad. Up to now, I’ve sold over 100 Titheadz to people all over the UK, 
USA, Australia, Canada and New Zealand. I’ve given them to some high profile people too, 
like BBC Radio 1xtra DJ Charlie Sloth, Redman, and dubstep giant Cookie Monsta.

This year, I want to create a website, do clothing and merchandise, and hopefully some 
live body painting. I get a lot of different reactions - I like it when people don't realise it's 
a topless woman. The best reaction was when I gave Redman a Samurai Tithead after he 
performed with Method Man at Rock City, he said “Dahhhhmm, that's sick!” and off he went.

I spend all my time drawing now and I’m enjoying being able to support myself doing what 
I love - it’s giving me more time to write my album too. I do other drawings too - they range 
from a family pet, to Predator and Terminator as mates with their arms around each other, 
or Batman vs Millhouse or - and I quote - “Santa walking off into the sunset holding Hitler’s 
severed head with a caption ‘When I'm not delivering Furbys'.” I enjoy doing that madness 
just as much.

If you’d like a drawing, or a character, friend, family member or your partner turning into a 
Tithead, email lukerichardgreenhill@hotmail.co.uk

@titheadzdesigns

Art works

Fish & Tits
Youthoracle

Puppetised Dog Coat 
Marcus Clarke
This piece is called Œillet rouget, longe langue, which is old 
French for ‘red eye, big tongue’. I’ve used old French because 
of the heraldry in the language and, being also Quebecois, I 
am part old French. It’s a pet dog’s coat that I’ve then imbued 
with puppetry, irreverence and the illusion of life. As is my 
PuppetTVGraffiti practice. I bought the dog coat off eBay and 
used my puppet-making materials to change its appearance, 
adorning it to be more than its original form. This time, as a 
challenge and for added fun, I’ve combined and adhered to the 
ancient rules of heraldry.  

I have a workshop in my home in Sherwood where I make 
my puppets. This one took about a week to design and make. 
People’s reactions have been great – they’ve suggested that I 
make up a font and sell that. Working in theatre, film and TV 
through performing, creating puppet characters, and everything 
else I do is all part of me being an artist. Being creative is a 
passion and a compulsion. I’ve always daydreamed or wandered 
off the subject as other creative options constantly, incessantly 
present themselves to me. 

 
Jim Henson’s early work, the NBC Pipes of 1964, and my own childhood especially have influenced 
my work, as well as semiotics, history and heraldry. I’ve always been interested in creating 
characters to speak through. I can’t communicate just as myself. Some people suggest a hand 
puppet is clothing for the hand, which is true, but it’s more complex than that for me. In 2010, 
I started PuppetTVGraffiti which continues much of what I was doing at art school all those 
years ago, but also draws on new things and combines them with what I’ve learnt through my 
professional career in puppetry. That’s why I describe my fine art practice as puppetisation and the 
wider context of it as PuppetTVGraffiti Est 2010.  

 
I’m proud of my other and early work. I’ll let other people deal with any puppet word or 
association prejudice they have and ultimately, if I can change that perception to have 
puppetry – probably mankind’s oldest artform – more widely accepted and recognised 
as the truly great artform it is, then that’s a wholly positive outcome for me. Given the 
luxury of time and money, I’d like to make a puppetised airship hotel. 
 
The DogHorse Coat Exhibition will be on display at the Angel Row Gallery, Nottingham 
Central Library from Monday 2 – Saturday 28 February 2015

 
handsuppuppets.com
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@nottinghamyca
/ycreatives

Be creative this year!
Entries now open.
Get your talent recognised, win cash 
prizes and the chance of mentoring in 
your chosen creative career.

www.youngcreativeawards.org.uk
closing date:March 23rd 2015
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As director of Medicity, David Browning has considerable 
experience of promoting health and well-being. So it is 
reassuring to hear that the 51-year-old is a keen cyclist who 
commutes to his office daily on a bike - in his business suit 
- and is a member of the GB veterans’ cross-triathlon squad. 
David has a small fleet of bikes at home but his regular 
commute is his trusty GT Zascar mountain bike - a very fast 
machine he’s owned for eighteen years. 

“We’ve been through a lot together,” he says. And by that 
he includes suffering a major crash that put him in hospital. 
David was competing hard on a downhill course when the 
bike jumped over a bump and he went over the handlebars. 
“Someone called for an ambulance and I staggered over to 
a local pub to have an orange juice. Then a police car, an 
ambulance and a fire engine screamed into the car park. I 

found out they were for me because they thought there’d 
been a road traffic accident. I felt like a real fool. I asked the 
paramedics if I could bring my bike with me. They said no, 
so I asked the pub landlord if he would lock my bike away 
while I was gone. It was only then that I collapsed and was 
put on oxygen. I was taken to Stoke Mandeville because they 
thought I might have broken my spine in two places.” 

The injuries weren’t that bad and, with physio and 
swimming, David was soon on the mend. As well as running 
Medicity, he works to improve cycling access around the 
Boots site off Thane Road where Medicity is located. What 
do his colleagues think of their boss coming to work on a 
bike? “They think it’s pretty cool,” he says.

Want to appear in Me and My Bike? mark.p@leftlion.com

ME AND MY BIKE

We did a quick survey to find out what cyclists reckon are Nottingham’s best and worst cycling infrastructure features. 
Nothing scientific, but we asked around, heard your opinions - including Nottingham Velo Venturers and Pedals chairman, 
Hugh McClintock - and came up with a list to outline the physical things that make cycling easier, safer and more convenient.

Unfortunately, but not unexpectedly, the bad outweighed 
the good. There was no outstanding bad feature; the tenor 
of the comments was rather that our cycling infrastructure 
is generally half-hearted, poorly designed and connected, 
and poorly maintained. As one cyclist put it, “There are lots 
of ‘cycling dismount’ signs, yet nowhere to go.” Despite 
the hype about being a green, pro-cycling city, Nottingham 
remains a place where people cycle despite the infrastructure 
and not because of it.

Top Five Best
 
City to Beeston cycle route
Although this route is a track of many parts - on-road, off-
road, across-road - and is currently disrupted by tram works 
at Dunkirk, it offers one of the more pleasant, continuous 
through routes in Nottingham.
 
Cycle parking
Nottingham now has cycle parking in abundance. Okay, too 
many of the spaces are occupied by Citycard Cycles and 
police capture bikes, but the days of having to chain your bike 
to lamp posts and iron railings are passing… slowly.
 
New cycle lane along Queens Walk to Clifton
We have to admit that the shared track adjacent to the new 
tram line along Queens Walk, between Midland Station and 
Wilford Toll Bridge, is quite good. It’s broad, uncluttered and 
has wooden sculptures to look at. Across the Trent, some of 
the track remains unsurfaced but eventually it will follow the 
tram line to Clifton. 
 
Dunkirk flyover cycle crossing
Bit of a cheat, this, as the double ‘toucan’ crossing under 
Dunkirk flyover is part of the city-Beeston route. All the same, 
apart from the fact that the buttons face the wrong way for 
cyclists to reach, this feature gives a nice “someone thought 
about me” feeling. 

Rough Trade air pump in Hockley
The record shop’s Shoreditch-esque style includes a resident 
£690 tokyobike and an exterior high pressure air pump 
for your achingly fashionable single speed bike. But we 
understand that you have to have a beard to operate it. 

Top Five Worst
 
Carrington Street and city centre
The raised path between Broadmarsh and Canal Street looks 
like something beamed in from another planet. Frankly, this 
little track feels like a feature that’s been shoehorned into a 
road system by planners who only ride bikes when holidaying 
at Center Parcs. While it’s only a small feature in a big city, 
it’s symptomatic of the cycling mess that is Nottingham’s 
city centre, where it is still difficult to follow a through-route 
without going on the pavement or battling it out with motor 
vehicles.

The Carrington Street track itself is a one-way thing, which 
is presumably supposed to be linked to the largely unused 
cycle track near Big City Tyres - unused because it’s on the 
wrong side of the road to be of much use to anybody. The air 
of isolation is reinforced by the way that the track begins or 
ends abruptly at metal railings. In essence, a distinct sense of 
disconnectedness prevails. 
 
Tram junctions
Despite the flak the new tram lines have been getting, it 
seems unfair to judge a system before it is finished. However, 
there are already potential problems with completed new 
roads and tram junctions, such as the one near The Meadows 
where the new tram line swoops down from Midland Street 
and crosses the Arkwright Street/Meadows Way junction. 
Here, the narrow bike lane offers an illusion of security, since 
cyclists are on a potential collision course with motorists from 
behind and those who are turning left in front of them, which 
could cause serious injury - or worse. Junctions like this need 
phased traffic lights that allow cyclists to go first. Until then, 
plonk yourself prominently in the newly painted bike box 
when the light is on red and proceed with caution.

Blocked cycle lanes
Vehicles blocking cycle lanes are a menace and the blocked 
lanes that spring most quickly to mind are those along 
Gregory Boulevard in Hyson Green and Carrington Street 
opposite Midland Station. Strictly speaking, this isn’t an 
infrastructure problem; it’s a bad manners and a highways 
planning problem. But it’s also a legal non-issue since it 
is not against the law for vehicles to park in cycle lanes in 

Nottingham. Motorists who drive or park in bus lanes outside 
of permitted hours can be fined. This is not the case with 
cycle lanes, as was pointed out to me by a police officer when 
I officially complained about taxis parking in the Carrington 
Street lane opposite the station. I’ve since had to swerve 
around a white van in this lane, but the best complaint at my 
disposal was shouting at the driver. He shouted back. 
 
Ugly cycle lanes
All on-road and many shared-path cycle lanes are innately 
poisonous because they are next to pollution-emitting 
vehicles. But do they have to be unpleasant in other ways? 
The pavement tracks along both sides of Clifton Boulevard 
between the Dunkirk flyover and Queens Drive are 
unremittingly ugly with howling traffic, out-of-town business 
parks, leisure developments and car showrooms. 

Yes, this is partly down to US-style strip development. But it’s 
also about the absence of tree screening, the close proximity 
to the traffic, and the way that the concept of a ‘cycle track’ 
has been reduced to painting a white line down the middle of 
a pavement. Who looks forward to riding a bike in such
a place?        
 
Road potholes
Potholes may be damaging to vehicles, but they are 
potentially fatal to cyclists. In our survey the Hucknall Road 
cycle lane through Carrington was described as, “the most 
uneven, potholed lane ever”, but a big mention must also go 
to the A612 Daleside Road to Netherfield which has so many 
deep manhole covers and potholes that it’s akin to a slalom 
course. For a main road – a pretty important infrastructure - 
it’s a disgrace.
  
Email your own best and worst lists to mark.p@leftlion.co.uk

leftlion.co.uk/onyerbike

words: Mark Patterson
illustration: Christopher Paul Bradshaw
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October

pick of the month

Mahtab Hussain: The 
Commonality of Strangers
We don’t know about you, but 
we’re sick to our back teeth of 
Farage’s militant immigrant 
bashing and crazy UKIP policies. 
Even aside from being incredibly 
backwards and manipulative, he’s 
a bit of a nob really. Thankfully, 
New Art Exchange have launched 
themselves into action. They’ve commissioned artist 
Mahtab Hussain to challenge the tyrant’s policies, with a 
socio-political study of migrants in his local Hyson Green 
area, some of whom have fled their home countries due to 
poverty, violence, or to escape persecution. The collection 
of photographs display the everyday, mundane tasks we 
complete day in, day out, in a bid to highlight the common 
traits of humanity – whatever the nationality. 
Friday 30 January - April, 6pm, free, New Art Exchange

Nightmares on Wax 
Mimm and Local Motive are 
continuing on their mission to 
grace Nottingham with the most 
fantastical artists this side of the 
turntable. This month, it’s the 
legendary Nightmares on Wax of 
Warp Records with his genre-less, 
sunshine-laden sounds. With an 
ear for reinvention, George Evelyn 
is best known for albums Smokers 
Delight and Carboot Soul which, although difficult to 
pigeonhole, are easy as hell to vibe to. Somewhere between 
trip hop, jazz, funk and electronica, his tunes play around 
with classic hooks, beats and ideas to create something 
impossible to resist moving your tootsies to. And we’ve got 
three hours of the stuff to lap up, all to celebrate 25 years 
of Nightmares on Wax music. Sweet. Support includes the 
monstrous Tusk, Aicha from Donuts Nottingham, and our 
very own Rick Donohue. 
Friday 6 February, 9pm, £20, The Irish Centre

Light Night 
Woo hoo! It’s that time of 
the year again when we can 
grab our glow sticks without 
shame or a rave to go to, and 
have a wander around town 
to find out what shimmering 
antics are going down. With 
a huge list of stuff to be 
cracking on with, it’d be wise to check out the Nottingham 
City Council website for the complete breakdown. The city 
is going to shine bright, with light installations and art 
exhibitions just waiting to dazzle, as well as music, walks, 
talks, a right big wheel, and late night shopping throughout 
the Creative Quarter. Nottingham Castle and its gallery will 
be open until late, with the grounds lit up like you’ve never 
seen them before. There are tons more activities in venues 
big and small throughout the city, so wrap up warm and go 
forth into the light.
Friday 6 February, 6pm, free, Nottingham City Centre 

 

Tumble 2nd Birthday
Those cheeky chaps who fill The 
Bodega with the naughtiest of 
naughty noises have been doing so 
for two years. To celebrate, they’re 
bringing through some of the 
darkest sounds through the humble 
disc jockey portal. Only the weightiest of soundmen could 
fulfil such a task, and so they’ve asked some gents who are 
rather big in the game to take the bass baton and run. The 
legendary Kahn and Neek are coming with everything from 
dubstep to grime to make your face screw to the point of 
inside-outage. Bassline legend Bass Boy will be sure to drop 
signature tune Etap Riddim, and is gonna make the room 
go nuts. The third headliner of the evening comes in the 
form of local production stalwarts Congi, and Tumble will 
provide extra skanking fodder for the evening. Prepare for 
some messy times.
Saturday 14 February, 11pm, £8, The Bodega 
 

Bourbon and Blues
There ain’t no party like an Orange Tree 
party, and there ain’t no better hosts 
than the I’m Not From London lads. So 
what happens when you put the two 
together? Magic and whiskey, that’s 
what. With a healthy dose of blues music, 
for good measure. Bourbon and Blues 
is the favoured event for all you rock ‘n’ 
roll lovers. It’s back for 2015, and it ain’t 
goin’ nowhere. To get you in the swing of 
things, the darlings of the ‘Tree have rolled out a delightful 
selection of discounted cocktails, bottled beer and spirits as 
part of their eight o’clock happy hour. The cocktail experts’ll 
make you a crackin’ Old Fashioned to sip on while you 
jive away to headline act, Bowman and Hull, and imagine 
yourself in the deep, soulful south. 
Wednesday 18 February, 8pm, free, The Orange Tree

Women into Broadcasting and Women into 
the Future
Women Leading Learning, (The 
Workers’ Educational Association 
new women’s branch), have a course 
on all things radio. Running for ten 
weeks, it will cover a whole range 
of radio broadcasting skills and knowledge. Develop your 
speaking, listening and presenting skills and make industry 
connections in a safe, fun atmosphere. You can also stick 
around for the afternoon course, Women into the Future, 
which will look at a range of social, historical, musical, 
and art-based topics. It will also tackle issues including 
raising children, gender, domestic violence and abuse, and 
women in the music business - all participants will get to 
complete creative projects for the International Women’s 
Day exhibition in March. Both courses are free to women 
on benefits and low incomes, and travel expenses and 
childcare costs are available on request. You’ll have missed 
a couple of the sessions, but don’t let that put you off - just 
pop along or call Rose on 07850524319 for more info. 
Thursdays from 22 January - 2 April, 10.15am - 12.30pm and 
1pm - 3.15pm, free, The LoftHouse

Hey Colossus, Grey Hairs and 
Nadir 
February is the coldest, most 
miserable month in the calendar. 
There are no bank holidays to look 
forward to, and there’s not a drop of 
sunshine, so even when it’s slinging 
it down you can’t fill Instagram 
with spirit-lifting rainbow snaps. But whatever, the gods 
of hardcore have heard your prayers and are answering 
them with an evening of all-out carnage, brought to you by 
Damn You!. Not only will it be loud, it will more than likely 
be wonderfully messy and epic. Hey Colossus promise to 
project calculated chaos through their outrageously loud 
sound system and Grey Hairs, on the verge of releasing 
their EP, will be grinding their fingers to the bone with their 
incredulously fast riffs. You can even bring your own booze 
to make things a bit merrier. 
Saturday 21 February, 8pm, SOAN Studios 

Mouthy Poets: Say Sum Thin 8
What are your first thoughts when 
someone says the word ‘poetry’? 
Boring English classes? A bloke with 
a posh accent and ruffled sleeves 
reading from a gold-plated book atop 
a mountain? To those thoughts, we 
breathe a resounding “Nay!” and ask 
that you open your eyes and ears for 
one night. Or two, if you’re feeling it. The Mouthy Poets 
throw the stuffy rulebook out the window and aim to create 
art using drama, music and, most importantly, words. With 
a horde of poets packing the heat of their voices, expect 
to laugh, cry, and click your way through a story-laden 
evening, headlined by award-winning US spoken word 
artist Jon Sands. There’s an open mic, a scratch show, a 
headline show, and lots of fun and games. Don’t miss out – 
get booking from the Nottingham Playhouse box office.
Friday 27 – Saturday 28 February, 7.30pm, £4 – £13, Djanogly 
City Academy 

Detonate – Hot Damn
Back with a bang and not taking any 
prisoners, the good ol’ Bodega is on 
hand to spice up your month with 
an event to shake the core of your 
soul. Detonate is ready, and with a 
lineup like this one, it’s going to go 
off. Along with your coat, you can 
slip off your winter blues at the door 
and prepare to call in sick on the Friday – this school night 
shindig won’t let you leave early. JiKay, Mr Carmack and 
Massappeals are on standby to provide the soundtrack to 
the night, with more electronic beats than you can shake a 
glow stick at (there seem to be a lot of those this month). 
Get online to book your tickets to guarantee entry, they’re 
expected to fly off the digital shelves. Dust off your party 
hat and away you go, young reveller. 
Thursday 17 February, 10pm, £7, The Bodega

Blacklight Run 
By the end of the month, 
your resolution to shift your 
turkey-induced muffin top 
ain’t looking so appealing. 
You’ve slogged it out 
on the cross trainer and 
pelted your way down a 
non-existent track on the 
treadmill. Boring, right? Well, rescue is on its way. And it 
glows in the dark. Get yersen over to Donny Park and get 
blasted with neon glow powder as you jog a glorious three-
mile stretch. Don’t tire yourself out too much as the real 
exercise comes after the run, with the Blacklight After Party, 
where you and all yer UV mates can party into the night 
looking like you’ve just rolled around in highlighter pens. 
It’s a family friendly event, so the kids can join in too, and 
you can feel good knowing that the local charity partner is 
Rainbows Hospice for Children and Young People.

Saturday 28 February, 3pm, £25, Donington Park

42   leftlion.co.uk/issue64

Valentine’s Day
Soppy old gets unite. The one day of the year you’re excused for being a 
die-hard romantic has arrived. Fill your boots with flowers, chocolates and 
overpriced teddies while you conform to age-old stereotypes and treat your 
other half as their gender dictates. Ladies, put yer hands in your purse 
and splash out on knickers that leave less to the imagination than a mucky 
movie. Gents, display your masculinity like a baboon shows his arse, with 
grand romantic gifts and gestures. Why not extend the sweet nowts in yer 
missus’ tabs, go the whole hog and propose?  
 
Or, if you’re of the opinion that this celebration of love has turned into a bit of 
a retail scam to lift the slump in post-Christmas sales, fear not. You can sleep 
easy knowing that while your mates are wasting their hard-earned cash on 
over-the-top declarations of love and speed dating, you’re safely tucked up in bed with a full bank account and a pizza. 
Alone. If you’re happy on your tod, sod ‘em. And sod ‘em even more if you’re not. Embrace single status and fly the flag for 
independent souls everywhere by marching down to your local with all your best single mates. Get merry and salute the 
people that are always there for you, no matter what you weigh.
Saturday 14 February, all bleddy day, your entire bank balance, every-bleddy-where

It might be ‘nuff dank outside, but these events are well worth hauling your arse off the sofa for... 
 

For weekly updates of what’s going off in Nottingham, sign up to our newsletter at leftlion.co.uk/newsletter
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SUNDAY 1 FEB

Sunday Lunchtime Jazz 
and Music Quiz 
The Lion at Basford (M) 
Free, 1:30pm

Roast Dinners and Band 
Night 
The Golden Fleece (M) 
Free, 12pm

Swingologie 
Vat and Fiddle (M) 
Free, 5pm

Sunday Matinee 
Chameleon Arts Cafe (M) 
1pm - 7pm

Saturday Sons 
Missoula Montana Bar & 
Grill (M) 

Open Mic 
The Johnson Arms (M) 

Yeh-Shen: The Chinese 
Cinderella 
Djanogly Theatre (M) 
£7, 1pm

Jeffery Foucault 
The Maze (M) 
£11, 7:30pm

DJ Marriott 
The Southbank Bar (M) 

Icebreaker 
Brew Dog (A) 

The Chinese Cinderella 
Lakeside Arts Centre (T) 
£37, 1pm - 2pm

MONDAY 2 FEB

Live Jazz 
The Bell Inn (M) 

Acoustic Rooms 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 
Free, 8pm

Brett Wales 
Bonington Theatre (M) 
£4.50/£6/£7.50, 7:30pm - 
10pm

Nicholas Martin 
Bonington Theatre (M) 
£4.50/£6/£7.50, 7:30pm - 
10pm

Notts in a Nutshell 
The Maze (M) 
£3, 7:30pm

Caramello First Birthday 
Party 
Rock City (M) 
£10, 10pm

Helen McCookerybook 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall (T) 
£7, 7:30pm

TUESDAY 3 FEB

#TNMC 
Bunkers Hill (M) 

Fuck Hip Hop 
The Market Bar (M) 
Free guestlist, 9:30pm

Open Mic Night 
Pepper Rocks (M) 
Free, 9pm

TUESDAY 3 FEB

Phlebas 
Bar Eleven (M) 
£3, 10pm

Royston Duxford and 
Leah Sinead 
The Malt Cross (M) 
Free, 8pm

Black Milk 
The Bowery Club (M) 
10pm - 4am

Open Mic 
Filthy’s Nottingham (M) 
Free, 8pm

Black Honey 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 
Free, 6:30pm

2Faced Dance Company 
present Dreaming in 
Code 
Lakeside Arts Centre (T) 
£12/£14/£16, 8pm

Dreaming in Code 
Djanogly Theatre (T) 
£12 - £16, 8pm

Fowl Comedy 
The Golden Fleece (C) 
Free, 7pm

WEDNESDAY 4 FEB

Open Mic Night 
The Bell Inn (M) 
Free, 7pm

Open Mic Night 
JamCafé (M) 

Old NickTrading 
Company 
The Lincolnshire 
Poacher (M) 

Pub Quiz and Karaoke 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 
Free, 8pm

Open Mic Night 
The Maze (M) 
Free, 7:30pm

Saxon 
Rock City (M) 
£26, 6:30pm

The Staves and Flo 
Morrissey 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 
6:30pm

Lake Enders 
Lakeside Arts Centre (A) 
£50, 1:30pm

Life Drawing 
The Malt Cross (A) 
£5, 6pm

Claudia Aurora 
Djanogly Theatre (T) 
£11 - £16, 8pm

Sam Bailey 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall (T) 
£30, 7:30pm

THURSDAY 5 FEB

Richie Muir Band 
The Southbank Bar (M) 
Free, 9pm

THURSDAY 5 FEB

The Impossible 
Gentlemen 
Bonington Theatre (M) 
£6/£12/£15, 8pm

Wilberforce 3rd 
Missoula Montana Bar & 
Grill (M) 

Farmyard presents... 
The Golden Fleece (M) 

Sacconi String Quartet 
Djanogly Recital Hall (M) 
£14 - £16, 7:30pm

Rogue, World and Freak 
Folk
The Hand and Heart (M) 
Free!, 8:30pm

Holy Pistol Club, Will 
Jeffery and Jo Hudson 
The Maze (M) 
£4, 7:30pm

Good Times, Fun Times, 
Karaoke 
The Old Angel (M) 

Lee Miller’s War - Gallery 
Tour 
The Djanogly Art 
Gallery (A) 
Free, 1pm

Soup Kitchen IV: Soup 
Du Jour 
Bohunk Institute (A) 
Free, 7pm

Paravent 
Primary (A) 

The Big Value Comedy 
Auditions 
The Lord Roberts (C) 
Free, 7pm

FRIDAY 6 FEB

Rock City in the 90s 
The Black Cherry 
Lounge (M) 
£3/£5, 10pm - 2:30am

Unplugged Showcase 
Bunkers Hill (M) 
Free, 8pm

Nightmares on Wax 
The Irish Centre (M) 
£25 for 2, 7:30pm

Young Warrior and 
Brother Culture 
Spanky Van Dykes (M) 
9pm - 2am

Everything’s Alright! 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 

Joe Strange Band 
Riverbank Bar & 
Kitchen (M) 

Adam Peter Smith
Brass Monkey (M) 

Ticketholder 
The Doghouse (M) 
7:30pm

dollop Nottingham 
Stealth (M) 
10pm - 5am

FRIDAY 6 FEB

Solko, Blessing Magore, 
Stuck in 2nd and Jackpot 
DJs 
The Maze (M) 
£5, 8pm

U.S 
The Fox & Crown (M) 

Get Lucky 
Rock City (M) 

One Night Only 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 

Pop Confessional 
The Bodega (M) 
£3, 11pm

Raw Print Public Lecture 
Spanky Van Dykes (A) 
£3, 6pm

Very Special Guest, 
Charlie Baker and Owen 
O’Neill 
The Glee Club (C) 
£10

Windsor, Allyson Smith, 
Jarlath Regan and Phil 
Walker 
Jongleurs Comedy 
Club (C) 
£12, 7pm

SATURDAY 7 FEB

KOLD Chllin 
The Old Angel (M) 
Free, 8:30pm - 2pm
Clay Davis, Archive, 
Lethargy and Hurst

Lady Z and the Monsters 
The Approach (M) 

Karl Jenkins - The 
Armed Man 
Albert Hall (M) 
£9, 7:30pm

Acoustic Afternoon + 
Rammel Club 
Chameleon Arts Cafe (M) 

Doghouse Cabaret 
The Doghouse (M) 
8pm - 1am

Chris McDonald 
Missoula Montana Bar & 
Grill (M) 

The Gypsy Lounge 
Filthy’s Nottingham (M) 
Free, 10pm

Back to Mine 
The Market Bar (M) 

On the Brink 
The Lion at Basford (M) 

Phili N Dotz, Atlas, Cee 
Major and Garton 
The Maze (M) 
£3/£5, 9pm

Kaiser Chiefs 
Capital Fm Arena (M) 
£30, 6:30pm

Mas Y Mas 
Nottingham 
Contemporary (M) 
Free, 8pm

SATURDAY 7 FEB

Wolf 
Rock City (M) 

The Used 
Rock City (M) 
£17.50, 6:30pm

Forgotten Remains, Gods 
To Fall and Hellrazor
The Old Angel (M) 
£5, 8pm

Boobadust 
The Fox & Crown (M) 

Hey Hey Hey 
Rock City (M) 

Wolf 
Rock City (M) 

Betraying the Martyrs 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 

Damian Wells DJ Set 
Riverbank Bar & 
Kitchen (M) 

Letterpress Workshop 
The Malt Cross (A) 
£40, 10am - 5pm

Wildlife Photography 
Masterclass Session 
Wollaton Park (A) 
£45, 9am

Russell Kane and Friends 
The Glee Club (C) 
£13

Windsor,  Allyson Smith, 
Jarlath Regan and Phil 
Walker 
Jongleurs Comedy 
Club (C) 
£12, 7pm

Paul McCaffrey, Ian 
Cognito, Michael Fabbri 
and Lloyd Griffith 
Just The Tonic (C) 
£10, 7pm

SUNDAY 8 FEB

Roast Dinners and Band 
Night 
The Golden Fleece (M) 

Traditional Music 
Session 
Vat and Fiddle (M) 

Cris Zwingel Trio 
Missoula Montana Bar & 
Grill (M) 

Drew Holcomb 
The Maze (M) 
£12, 7:30pm

King Charles 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 

Nottingham Jazz 
Orchestra 
The Federation Centre / 
Ukrainian Centre (M) 
£4/£6, 8pm

DJ Marriott 
The Southbank Bar (M) 

Take Part and Learn: In 
The Shadow of War 
Lakeside Arts Centre (A) 
£30+

MONDAY 9 FEB

Mineral 
The Bodega (M) 
£12.50, 7pm

No Scrubs 
The Lacehouse (M) 
Free, 10pm

Notts in a Nutshell 
The Maze (M) 
£3, 7:30pm

Materials Compendium 
Nottingham Trent 
University (A) 
Free, 9am - 5pm

TUESDAY 10 FEB

Fuck Hip Hop 
The Market Bar (M) 
Free guestlist, 9:30pm
Open Mic Night 
Pepper Rocks (M) 
Free, 9pm

Live Music 
Bread And Bitter (M) 
Free, 9pm

Swingologie 
The Worksop Library (M) 
£10, 7:30pm

Phlebas 
Bar Eleven (M) 
£3, 10pm

Black Rivers 
The Bodega (M) 
£10, 7pm

Black Milk 
The Bowery Club (M) 
10pm - 4am

Open Mic 
Filthy’s Nottingham (M) 

Motormouf and Ashmore 
The Malt Cross (M) 
Free, 8pm

Chaos Wars 2015 Semi 
Final 1 
The Maze (M) 
£5, 7pm

Crown the Empire 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 

WEDNESDAY 11 FEB

Open Mic Night 
JamCafé (M) 

Old Nick Trading 
Company 
The Lincolnshire 
Poacher (M) 

Pub Quiz and Karaoke 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 

Mariachi El Bronx 
The Bodega (M) 
£12, 7pm

Chaos Wars 2015 Semi 
Final 2 
The Maze (M) 
£5, 7pm

Saint Raymond 
Rock City (M) 
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WEDNESDAY 11 FEB

The Halle 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall (M) 
£10 - £30, 7:30pm

Lake Enders 
Lakeside Arts Centre (A) 
£50, 1:30pm

Art and Oil: Critical 
Citizenship, Activism 
and Art 
Nottingham 
Contemporary (A) 
Free, 6:30pm - 8:30pm

Returns Discussion 
Workshops 
Bonington Gallery (A) 
Free, 1pm - 2:15pm

Life Drawing 
The Malt Cross (A) 
£5, 6pm

NCF £1 Comedy Night 
Canalhouse bar and 
restaurant (C) 
£1, 8pm - 10:30pm

THURSDAY 12 FEB

Playground 
The Forum (M) 

Richie Muir Band 
The Southbank Bar (M) 

Nick Keen 
Missoula Montana Bar & 
Grill (M) 

Sam Jones, RJ Marks 
and The Lunadogs 
JamCafé (M) 

Farmyard presents... 
The Golden Fleece (M) 

Swingologie 
West Bridgford Libray (M) 
£10, 7:30pm

Balkan Express 
The Hand and Heart (M) 
Free, 8:30pm

Skies In Motion 
Rock City (M) 
£5, 6:30pm

Like Well Good Karaoke 
The Old Angel (M) 
Free, 8pm

Jettblack 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 
6:30pm

Deep River Revue 
presents... 
Spanky Van Dykes (M) 
£5, 8pm

Big Value Comedy 
Auditions 
Lord Roberts (C) 
Free, 8pm

Omid Djalili - 
Iranalamadingdong 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall (C) 
£23, 8pm

FRIDAY 13 FEB

Unplugged Showcase 
Bunkers Hill (M) 

Shake 
The Cookie Club (M) 
£4/£5, 10pm

Live Music 
The Lion at Basford (M) 
Free, 9pm

Everything’s Alright! 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 
Free, 7pm

Joe Strange Band 
Riverbank Bar & 
Kitchen (M) 

Josh Kemp - LIVE 
Brass Monkey (M) 

Wild Wood 
The Approach (M) 

H.Hawkline 
Chameleon Arts Cafe (M) 

Detonate present Andy C 
Brickworks (M) 
£15, 10pm

Prides 
The Bodega (M) 
£8, 7pm

Dance Like Twats 
presents... Shit Pop! #4 
The Maze (M) 
Free, 9pm

Dope Boy, White Finger 
and Denim and Leather 
Stuck On A Name 
Recording Studio (M) 
£6/£7, 8pm

Monster Magnet 
Rock City (M) 
£18.50, 6:30pm

Get Lucky 
Rock City (M) 

Satnam’s Tash 
The Fox & Crown (M) 

36 Crazyfists 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 

Lady Z and the Monsters 
The Southbank Bar (M) 
Free, 11pm

Wave Pictures 
Spanky Van Dykes (M) 
£9/£10, 7pm

Pop Confessional 
The Bodega (M) 
£3, 11pm

The Magic of Variety 
Bonington Theatre (T) 
£8, 7:30pm - 10pm

Paul McCaffrey, Matt 
Rees , Dave Fulton and 
Nathan Caton 
The Glee Club (C) 
£13, 7pm

Simon Bligh, Quincy and 
Jeff Innocent 
Jongleurs Comedy 
Club (C) 
£12, 7pm

SATURDAY 14 FEB

Saturdays 
The Forum (M) 
Free, 10:30pm

Saturdays 
The Golden Fleece (M) 
Free, 7pm

Stealth VS Rescued 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 

Kellys Heroes 
The Greyhound (M) 

Urban Intro 
The Approach (M) 
Free, 10pm

Cut, Coldwater Souls and 
Crosa Rosa 
Chameleon Arts Cafe (M) 

The Valentines Massacre 
The Doghouse (M) 
2pm - 1am

Adam Peter Smith 
Missoula Montana Bar & 
Grill (M) 

The Sundowners 
The Bodega (M) 
£7, 7pm

Klaves 
Stealth (M) 

The Gypsy Lounge 
Filthy’s Nottingham (M) 
Free, 10pm

Metropolis 
The Lion at Basford (M) 
Free, 9pm

Back to Mine 
The Market Bar (M) 

Smokescreen 
Soundsystem 
The Maze (M) 
9:30pm

Tumble 2nd Birthday
The Bodega (M) 
£8, 11pm
Kahn, Neek and Bassboy

Hyena 
Rock City (M) 
£3, 10pm

Diplomatz 
The Fox & Crown (M) 

Jack Savoretti 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 

Damian Wells DJ Set 
Riverbank Bar & 
Kitchen (M) 
Free, 10pm

Fran and Ian 
Riverbank (M) 
Free, 10pm

Katherine Jenkins 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall (M) 
£30 - £140, 7:30pm

The Fabulous Hoocie 
Smoochie Club 
Spanky Van Dykes (M) 
£10/£12.50, 12pm

SATURDAY 14 FEB

The Rob Baker Band 
The Southbank Bar (M) 

The Shooting Stars and 
DJ Colin Silcocks

Glass Bead Making 
Lakeside Arts Centre (A) 
£10/£15, 11am

Painting Workshop with 
Oliver Lovley 
The Malt Cross (A) 
£25, 10am - 4pm

Gallery Tour with Artists 
Mahtab Hussain and 
Sunil Shah 
New Art Exchange (A) 
Free, 12pm

The Magic of Variety 
Bonington Theatre (T) 
£8, 7:30pm - 10pm

Paul McCaffrey, Matt 
Rees, Dave Fulton and 
Nathan Caton 
The Glee Club (C) 
£10, 7pm

Simon Bligh, Quincy and 
Jeff Innocent 
Jongleurs (C) 
£12, 7pm

Valentines Special 
Comedy Night 
Just The Tonic (C) 
£10, 8pm

SUNDAY 15 FEB

Live Jazz 
The Bell Inn (M) 
Free, 12pm

Roast Dinners and Band 
Night 
The Golden Fleece (M) 
Free, 12pm

Kaben 
Missoula Montana Bar & 
Grill (M) 

Stu Larsen 
The Bodega (M) 
£8.50, 7pm

Notts in a Nutshell 
The Maze (M) 
£3, 7:30pm

Rae Morris 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 

DJ Marriott 
The Southbank Bar (M) 

The Three Wise Monkeys 
Djanogly Theatre (T) 
£7.50, 1pm
Hiccup Theatre

Marcia Jones School of 
Dance 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall (T) 
£16, 7:30pm

MONDAY 16 FEB

Live Jazz 
The Bell Inn (M) 

Acoustic Rooms 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 
Free, 8pm
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Genre:
UK funky, bassline, grime, UK garage and ambient gabba

Venue: 
The Bodega

Who else helps you run the nights: 
Sergic, Lyka, Killjoy, Farley, A Don and Connor.

Eight words that sum up the events you put on:
Certified bangers from start to finish, no gimmicks.

Describe the average punter at your nights: 
Open minded, fun people who just want to have a good 
time and dance all night.  

Which local act has gone down best with your crowd 
and why? 
Timbah’s first set was pretty special. He hadn’t played out 
for around a year and we invited him to play at our first 
birthday last year. He tore the roof off the place. 

Which non-local act would you bring back again? 
That’s a hard one. We’ve had a fair few legendary sets, 
but it has got to be Arctic because he flew over from 
Australia and we managed to get him for one of his only 
UK gigs. We didn’t really know what he was going to play 
and he started his set with Owen Hart’s theme tune from 
WWF, then went in with the best bassline set I have ever 
seen, the place was going bananas. People still come up 
to me now and talk about how good that set was. It was 
really special.
 
If you could get a celebrity compere, who would you 
choose and why? 
Keith Lemon. I’m not joking when I say he is one of my 
biggest idols. 

Which booze sells best at your events?
Clichéd, but bass music and Red Stripe go together like 
Bond and a Bond girl, like bashment and daggering.
 
Tell us a crazy story that has happened at your events… 
Deadbeat took his trousers off and played the majority of 
his set with his crown jewels out. He couldn’t remember 
the next day and it was only when he saw photo evidence 
a week later that he had any idea it happened. 

If you weren’t a promoter what would you have ended 
up doing?
Being a raver with my top off most weekends and 
delivering excellent customer service in one of 
Nottingham’s many Ladbrokes.
 
What other Nottingham events do you love? 
Mimm, Rubberdub and Wigflex. 

What have you got coming up in February? 
We have our second birthday with Kahn and Neek, Bass 
Boy and local lads Congi on Saturday 14 February at 
The Bodega and tickets are selling out fast so grab one 
now if you want to come. Our latest release TUM012 by 
Arctic entitled I Wish I Owned A Magic Carpet dropped in 
January, so watch out for that. 

@tumbleaudio
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MONDAY 16 FEB

Tech’ Metal - Red Seas 
Fire, Disperse and 
Terraform 
The Doghouse (M) 

Gruff Rhys presents 
American Interior Live! 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 
Y Niwl, Kliph Scurlock, 
John Evans and Gwenno

Materials Compendium 
Nottingham Trent 
University (A) 
Free, 9am - 5pm

Natural Art 
Forest Recreation 
Ground (A) 
Free, 11am

TUESDAY 17 FEB

Rites Of Passage 
Chameleon Arts Cafe (M) 
£4/£5, 10pm - 4am
Bell Towers, Public 
Information, Claire Voyant 
and Luna Library.

#TNMC 
Bunkers Hill (M) 

Jam Night 
The Golden Fleece (M) 

Fuck Hip Hop 
The Market Bar (M) 
Free guestlist, 9:30pm

Open Mic Night 
Pepper Rocks (M) 

Pressure 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 
Free, 10pm

Phlebas 
Bar Eleven (M) 
£3, 10pm

Detonate present Hot 
Damn feat Mr Carmack 
The Bodega (M) 
£7, 10pm

Hawk Eyes 
The Bodega (M) 
£7, 7pm

Black Milk 
The Bowery Club (M) 
10pm - 4am

Open Mic 
Filthy’s Nottingham (M) 
Free, 8pm

Elliot Morris 
The Malt Cross (M) 
Free, 8pm

Onesie Party! 
The Maze (M) 
£5, 6:30pm

Snot 
Rock City (M) 
£12.50, 7:30pm

Kate Tempest 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 

Supergroup Showcase 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall (M) 
Free, 7:30pm

TUESDAY 17 FEB

Provocations of Gaia 
with Isabelle Stengers 
Nottingham 
Contemporary (A) 
Free, 6:30pm - 8:30pm

The Reduced 
Shakespeare Company 
Djanogly Theatre (T) 
£12 - £16, 8pm

WEDNESDAY 18 FEB

Open Mic Night 
The Bell Inn (M) 

Open Mic Night 
JamCafé (M) 
Free

Old NickTrading 
Company 
The Lincolnshire 
Poacher (M) 

Pub Quiz and Karaoke 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 

Moats 
Chameleon Arts Cafe (M) 

Alexander 
The Bodega (M) 
£7, 7pm

Black Label Society 
Rock City (M) 
£20, 6:30pm

Bourbon & Blues 
The Orange Tree (M) 
Free, 8pm

Natives 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 

Returns Discussion 
Workshops 
Bonington Gallery (A) 
Free, 1pm - 2:15pm

Life Drawing 
The Malt Cross (A) 
£5, 6pm

In the Shadow of War - 
Lecture 
The Djanogly Art 
Gallery (T) 
Free, 6pm

The Cajun Roosters 
Djanogly Theatre (T) 
£14/£16, 8pm

THURSDAY 19 FEB

Parkas Bar Nottingham 
The Britannia Boat 
Club (M) 
8pm - 1am

Playground 
The Forum (M) 
10:30pm

Christine Tobin 
Bonington Theatre (M) 
£12/£10 concs./£5 
students

Singing the Sea – a City 
Arts benefit concert 
City Arts - 
Nottingham (M) 
£6-£10, 7pm

THURSDAY 19 FEB

Josh Kemp 
Missoula Montana Bar & 
Grill (M) 

Farmyard presents... 
The Golden Fleece (M) 

Darlia 
The Bodega (M) 
£8

Christine Tobin 
Bonington Theatre (M) 
£12, 8pm

J.J. Quintet
The Hand and Heart (M) 
Free!, 8:30pm

Eat Defeat, Sleepy Eyes,  
The Hunx, Second Place 
Hero and Bony Knees 
The Maze (M) 
£4, 7:30pm

Like Well Good Karaoke 
The Old Angel (M) 

10cc 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall (M) 
£30, 7:30pm

Jordan Pass 
Sobar (M) 
Free, 7pm

Materials Compendium 
Nottingham Trent 
University (A) 
Free, 9am - 5pm

Cinderella 
Bonington Theatre (T) 
£3/£4, various times

Denis Kozhukhin 
Djanogly Recital Hall (T) 
£14/£16, 7:30pm

Big Value Comedy 
Auditions 
Lord Roberts (C) 

FRIDAY 20 FEB

The Money and Good 
Times DJ 
The Approach (M) 
Free, 10pm

Unplugged Showcase 
Bunkers Hill (M) 
Free, 8pm

Everything’s Alright! 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 
Free, 7pm

Joe Strange Band 
Riverbank Bar & 
Kitchen (M) 

Union Gap at Parkas bar 
The Britannia Boat 
Club (M) 
£7.50, 7:45pm - 1am
The Fabulous,Union 
Gap, Young Girl, Woman 
Woman and Lady 
Willpower

Will Jeffrey
Brass Monkey (M) 

Grant Nicholas 
The Bodega (M) 

Gus G 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 

999, Septic Psychos and 
Static Kill 
The Maze (M) 
£8/£10, 8pm

Adventure! Mayhem! 
Promotions presents... 
The Old Angel (M) 

Fearless Vampire Killers 
Rock City (M) 
6:30pm

Royal Liverpool 
Philharmonic Orchestra 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall (M) 
£10 - £30, 7:30pm

FRIDAY 20 FEB

Get Lucky 
Rock City (M) 

Music of the French 
Avant Garde 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall (M) 
£3, 9:45pm

Wild Wood 
The Southbank Bar (M) 
Free, 11pm

Jamz X Yeah Yeah and 
What 
Stealth (M) 
£14, 10pm

Hannah Wants 
Stealth (M) 
£20, 10pm

Pop Confessional 
The Bodega (M) 
£3, 11pm

The Magic of Variety 
Bonington Theatre (T) 
£8, 7:30pm - 10pm

Cinderella 
Bonington Theatre (T) 
£3/£4, various times

Ben Norris, Bruce Devlin, 
Dan Nightingdale and 
Holly Walsh 
The Glee Club (C) 
£10, 7pm

Sally-Anne Hayward, 
Adam Rushton, Bobby 
Mair and John Ryan 
Jongleurs (C) 
£12, 7pm

Pat Monahan: 
Adventures in Monahan 
Land 
Just The Tonic (C) 
£10, 8pm

SATURDAY 21 FEB

Disco Profits 
The Approach (M) 
Free, 10pm

Hip Priests 
Chameleon Arts Cafe (M) 

Rich Howell 
Missoula Montana Bar & 
Grill (M) 

Cavorts 
The Old Angel (M) 
£5, 8pm
Relics, Brian Blessed and 
Stop Hitting Yourself

The Gypsy Lounge 
Filthy’s Nottingham (M) 
Free, 10pm

English Celebration 
Lakeside Arts Centre (M) 
£6/£14/£16, 7:30pm

The Pulse 
The Lion at Basford (M) 

Back to Mine 
The Market Bar (M) 

Sons of Bill 
The Maze (M) 
£13, 8pm

Revenge of Calculon 
Nottingham 
Contemporary (M) 
Free, 8pm

Marmozets 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 

Emp!re 
Rock City (M) 
£6, 7pm

Liteside Jazz 
The Fox & Crown (M) 
Free, 9pm

Damian Wells DJ Set 
Riverbank Bar & 
Kitchen (M) 
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THINGS TO MAKE 
AND DO
 
What Next? are a bunch of people who’ve got together in the 
hope that they can engage and inspire everyday folk - that’s 
us lot - to strengthen the role of culture in society. Supported 
by the Beeb, they’re running a two-year campaign to show 
that involvement in the arts is not reserved for an elite group 
of people, and that ‘the arts’ shouldn’t be intimidating. 

They’re setting off down a winding path to get all 
Nottinghamians participating in the arts, whether it be 
dance or drama, digital or print, rural or urban. Basically, 
they’re saying that there’s summat for everyone, and we couldn’t agree more. They also want to put emphasis on the 
value of creativity, not the monetary kind, but that feeling of enjoyment you can’t put a price on. Speaking of money, the 
campaign, refreshingly, has no political or commercial agenda, which is rather nice to hear. 
 
The nationwide project - succinctly titled Get Creative - kicks off this month, with debates about the social value of art, 
to find out who’s doing what, with who, and where. Following this, the idea is to get all you creative critters inspired 
and looking for cool new stuff to do – whether you attend a Get Creative event, or just pick up a flyer. Their aim is to 
make getting involved as easy as pie through their online presence and the #getcreative link on social media.
 
Whether you regard yourself as an experienced connoisseur of the arts, or liken your ability to that of an untrained 
circus animal, they’re keen to get you involved in projects around the city.
 
They’re also planning on commissioning some of you lot to put yer creative juices where yer mouth is and produce 
something to show off. The scheme will culminate in a 48-hour ‘CreateAthon’ next February, with folks up and down the 
country displaying their creative plumage as one last ‘Hurrah’! 

Keep your minds, ears and eyes open...



SATURDAY 21 FEB

Urban Intro 
The Southbank Bar (M) 
Free, 11pm

Cinderella 
Bonington Theatre (T) 
£3/£4, various times

Ben Norris, Bruce Devlin, 
Dan Nightingdale and 
Holly Walsh 
The Glee Club (C) 
£10, 7pm

Sally-Anne Hayward, 
Adam Rushton, Bobby 
Mair and John Ryan 
Jongleurs Comedy 
Club (C) 
£12, 7pm

Mick Ferry, Sol Bernstein, 
Tina Tea Lady and Eric 
Lampaert 
Just The Tonic (C) 
£10, 8pm

Milton Jones 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall (C) 
£24, 8pm

SUNDAY 22 FEB

The Eternal Youth Club 
The Old Coach House 
Southwell (M) 
Free, 3pm

Roast Dinners and Band 
Night 
The Golden Fleece (M) 
Free, 12pm

Chris McDonald 
Missoula Montana Bar & 
Grill (M) 

John Hardy 
The Johnson Arms (M) 

King King and Laurence 
Jones 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 

SUNDAY 22 FEB

The Jesus and Mary 
Chain 
Rock City (M) 
£25, 7pm

Sunday Morning Piano 
Series: Mark Bebbington 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall (M) 
£10, 11am

Ceramic Jewellery 
and Keepsake Hearts 
Workshop 
The Malt Cross (A) 
1pm - 4pm

Kemet’s Got It 
Nottingham Playhouse (T) 
£8 - £15, 7pm

MONDAY 23 FEB

Acoustic Rooms 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 
Free, 8pm

Ilenkus, Dystopian 
Future Movies 
JT Soar (M) 
8pm - 11pm

Orla Gartland 
The Bodega (M) 

Little Comets 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 

The Australian Pink 
Floyd 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall (M) 
£30 - £40, 7:30pm

TUESDAY 24 FEB

Grrls and Guitars 
The Golden Fleece (M) 
Free, 7pm

Fuck Hip Hop 
The Market Bar (M) 
Free guestlist, 9:30pm

TUESDAY 24 FEB

Open Mic Night 
Pepper Rocks (M) 
Free, 9pm

Brewery Night and Live 
Music 
Bread And Bitter (M) 
Free, 5pm

Pressure 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 
Free, 10pm

Phlebas 
Bar Eleven (M) 
£3, 10pm

Black Milk 
The Bowery Club (M) 
10pm - 4am

Open Mic 
Filthy’s Nottingham (M) 

MUHA 
The Malt Cross (M) 
Free, 8pm

Notts in a Nutshell 
The Maze (M) 
£3, 7:30pm

NME Awards Tour 2015 
Rock City (M) 

WEDNESDAY 25 FEB

Open Mic Night 
The Bell Inn (M) 

Open Mic Night 
JamCafé (M) 

Old Nick Trading 
Company 
The Lincolnshire 
Poacher (M) 

Pub Quiz and Karaoke 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 

Man Without Country 
The Bodega (M) 

WEDNESDAY 25 FEB

James Cottriall, Allie 
Keegan and Ben Haynes 
The Maze (M) 
£6/£8, 7:30pm

The War On Drugs 
Rock City (M) 
£20, 6:30pm

Lake Enders 
Lakeside Arts Centre (A) 
£50, 1:30pm

Returns Discussion 
Workshops 
Bonington Gallery (A) 
Free, 1pm - 2:15pm

Dead Symphony 
The Djanogly Art 
Gallery (A) 
£8/£10, 7:30pm

Life Drawing 
The Malt Cross (A) 
£5, 6pm

THURSDAY 26 FEB

Cecil Chamberlain, Ed 
James, Cedric Peters, 
Robyn Hughes Jones 
JamCafé (M) 

Farmyard presents... 
The Golden Fleece (M) 

Gould Piano Trio 
Djanogly Recital Hall (M) 
£14/£16, 7:30pm

Aistaguca 
The Hand and Heart (M) 
Free, 8:30pm

JazzTrane 
The Maze (M) 
£5, 8pm

Good Times, Fun Times, 
Karaoke 
The Old Angel (M) 

Tim Barry 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 

Live at Lunch - Sophie 
Hinson 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall (M) 
Free, 1pm

The Uncanny Canteen 
Primary (A) 
£40, 6:30pm

The Circus of Horrors 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall (T) 
£15 - £30, 7:30pm

Richard Herring 
The Glee Club (C) 
£15, 7pm

Big Value Comedy 
Auditions 
Lord Roberts (C) 
Free, 8pm

FRIDAY 27 FEB

Buster & Good Times DJ 
The Approach (M) 
Free, 10pm

Unplugged Showcase 
Bunkers Hill (M) 
Free, 8pm

FRIDAY 27 FEB

Patchwork Natives, Piles 
of Clothes and Sepia Sun
JT Soar (M) 
7:30pm - 11pm

Everything’s Alright! 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 
Free, 7pm

We Got Soul 
Riverbank Bar & 
Kitchen (M) 
Free, 7pm

Richard Howell - Live 
Brass Monkey (M) 

The Unthanks 
Nottingham Albert 
Hall (M) 
£22.50, 7:30pm

Spectres and The 
Naturals 
Chameleon Arts Cafe (M) 

Farmyard presents... 
JamCafé (M) 

Lola Colt 
The Bodega (M) 

Detonate 16th Birthday 
Stealth (M) 
£10/£11/£12, 10pm

CMYK 
The Brickworks (M) 
10pm - 6am

The Arco Ensemble 
Djanogly Recital Hall (M) 
£4, 5:30pm

Ulysses Storm, Thee 
Deadtime and 
Philharmonic 
The Maze (M) 

Get Lucky 
Rock City (M) 

CJ Hatt 
The Fox & Crown (M) 
Free, 9pm

The Money 
The Southbank Bar (M) 
Free, 11pm

Pop Confessional 
The Bodega (M) 
£3, 11pm

Playland 
Bonington Theatre (T) 
Free, 7:30pm - 10pm

John Gordillo, Ian 
Coppinger and John 
Fothergill 
The Glee Club (C) 
£10, 7pm

MissImp In Action: Live 
Improvised Comedy 
The Glee Club (C) 
£4.50, 8pm

Rob Collins, Rory 
O’Hanlon, John Hastings 
and Christian Reilly 
Jongleurs Comedy 
Club (C) 
£12, 7pm

SATURDAY 28 FEB

Soul Buggin’ Presents...
Mad Mats (Local Talk)
The Bodega (M) 
£7, 11pm - 4am

Stealth VS Rescued 
The Rescue Rooms (M) 

Joe Strange Band 
The Approach (M) 

Rumer 
Nottingham Albert 
Hall (M) 
£24.75, 7pm

Evi Vine 
Chameleon Arts Cafe (M) 

Sam Jones 
Missoula Montana Bar & 
Grill (M) 

Rusty Shackle 
The Bodega (M) 

Years & Years 
The Bodega (M) 

The Gypsy Lounge 
Filthy’s Nottingham (M) 
Free, 10pm

Mispent Youth 
The Lion at Basford (M) 
Free, 9pm

Back to Mine 
The Market Bar (M) 

Rumble in the Concrete 
Jungle 
The Maze (M) 
£10/£12, 7pm

Jungle 
Rock City (M) 

The Freefall 
The Fox & Crown (M) 
Free, 9pm

Damian Wells DJ Set 
Riverbank Bar & 
Kitchen (M) 
Free, 10pm

Brighouse and Rastrick 
Band 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall (M) 
£20, 7:30pm

Bad Romance 
The Southbank Bar (M) 
Free, 11pm

The Cureheads 
Spanky Van Dykes (M) 
£10/£12.50, 8pm
Plus Original Cure 
Saxophonist Ron Howe, 
Hello Thor DJs and Titan

Collabor-8 
Nottingham 
Contemporary (A) 
Free, 6:30pm - 9:30pm

Hand Colouring 
Photographs and Camera 
Obscura Building 
The Malt Cross (A) 

Museum: Roman Pottery 
Making 
Lakeside Arts Centre (A) 
£4 - £15, 11am
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YOUTHFUL 
PURSUITS
Are you aged between 13 and 24? Got twitchy 
fingers and a brain full of ideas? Then listen up, 
youth. One Nottingham are putting together 
their famous, yearly Young Creative Awards so 
that clever ankle-biters like you can get some 
recognition for gerrin’ up off your arse and taking 
an interest in summat - whether it be digital 
design, architecture, creative writing, dance, fashion and textiles, film, graphic design, 
music, photography or visual arts.

This year, the category is “Made in Nottingham,” so get your bottles of HP sauce, MRI 
scanners and thinking caps at the ready to enter. There are cash prizes and mentoring 
schemes to be won, and it’ll feel dead good when you’re on stage and everyone claps, 
throws roses at your face, and proclaims your prodigy status. ‘Tis up to you to keep your 
head about yourself during these ego-inflating times, young one, but we are more than 
confident in your abilities as a modest individual and as a creative.

Go! Go forth! Create! Be! Knock out a piece of work to make Nottingham proud and bag 
yourself a few goodies at the same time. The deadline for entries is Monday 24 March - 
get it in your diaries.

You’ve nowt to lose and everything to gain. Get on it.  
youngcreativeawards.org



SATURDAY 28 FEB

NCF Comedy Night At 
Selston FC 
Selston FC (C) 
£10, 8pm - 10:30pm

John Gordillo, Ian 
Coppinger and John 
Fothergill 
The Glee Club (C) 
£10, 8pm

Rob Collins, Rory 
O’Hanlon, John Hastings 
and Christian Reilly 
Jongleurs Comedy 
Club (C) 
£12, 7pm

Ivan Brackenbury, Tom 
Wrigglesworth and 
Darrell Martin 
Just The Tonic (C) 
£10, 8pm

BONINGTON GALLERY

THURSDAY 12 FEB

Returns 
Free, 10am - 5pm
Ends Wednesday 4 Mar.

THE DJANOGLY ART 
GALLERY

SATURDAY 21 FEB

Geoff Diego - Litherland 
Free, 11am
Ends Sunday 10 May.

DJANOGLY THEATRE

TUESDAY 24 FEB

Inside Out of Mind 
£11 - £15, 4:30pm
Ends Saturday 28 Feb.

THE HARLEY GALLERY

SATURDAY 14 FEB

The Harley Open 
Exhibition 2015 
10am - 4:30pm
Ends Sunday 12 Apr.

Silence Space Shadow 
10am
Ends Sunday 12 Apr.

LACE MARKET THEATRE

MONDAY 16 FEB

“Bedroom Farce” by Alan 
Ayckbourn 
£7 - £11, 7:30pm - 10:30pm
Ends Saturday 21 Feb.

LAKESIDE ARTS CENTRE

MONDAY 1 FEB

Gallery Art Group 
£40 - £50
Ends Monday 1 Jun.

Playing Around 
Ends Sunday 3 May.

THE MALT CROSS

WEDNESDAY 4 FEB

Knock Knock Exhibition 
Ends Sunday 15 Feb.

THE NEW ART EXCHANGE

SATURDAY 17 JAN

Chiara Dellerba: Who Are 
We? And Should It Matter 
In The 21st Century? 
Ends Sunday 8 Mar.

Sunil Shah: Uganda Stories 
Ends Sunday 8 Mar.

MONDAY 16 FEB

Half Term Drama For Film 
Free, 2pm
Ends Friday 20 Feb.

THURSDAY 26 FEB

A Tale of Two Woman 
Various times
Ends Saturday 28 Feb.

A Tale of Two Woman 
PLAY 
£5/£7 
Ends Saturday 28 Feb.

NOTTINGHAM TRENT 
UNIVERSITY

THURSDAY 5 FEB

Lighting the Future: No 
Boundaries 
Free, 10am - 5pm
Ends Friday 13 Feb.

NOTTINGHAM 
CONTEMPORARY

MONDAY 1 FEB

Rights of Nature: Art and 
Ecology in the Americas 
Ends Sunday 15 Mar.

NOTTINGHAM 
CONTEMPORARY

THURSDAY 5 FEB

Three Ecologies: The Study 
Sessions 
Free, Various times
Ends Thursday 5 Mar.

NOTTINGHAM 
PLAYHOUSE

WEDNESDAY 11 FEB

Wave 
£6
Ends Saturday 14 Feb.

NOTTINGHAM 
PLAYHOUSE

FRIDAY 13 FEB

Posh 
£10 - £30
Ends Saturday 28 Feb.

TUESDAY 17 FEB

How To Breathe 
£9 - £11
Ends Saturday 21 Feb.

WEDNESDAY 25 FEB

Tony’s Last Tape 
£9 - £11, 8pm
Ends Saturday 28 Feb.

PRIMARY

SATURDAY 7 FEB

Patricia L Boyd 
Free
Ends Saturday 21 Feb.

SATURDAY 28 FEB

Can Can Sur La Coin 
Free
Ends Saturday 14 Mar.

THEATRE ROYAL & ROYAL 
CONCERT HALL

TUESDAY 3 FEB

Barnum 
£20 - £50, 7:30pm
Ends Saturday 14 Feb.

FRIDAY 6 FEB

Moscow City Ballet 
£15 - £30, 7:30pm
Ends Sunday 8 Feb.

MONDAY 16 FEB

The Full Monty 
£15 - £30, 7:30pm
Ends Saturday 21 Feb.

MONDAY 23 FEB

To Kill a Mockingbird 
£14 - £30, 7:30pm
Ends Saturday 28 Feb.

WALLNER GALLERY

SATURDAY 28 FEB

Emma Tooth 
Free, 9am
Ends Monday 6 Apr.
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NUSIC
BOX

Your new Notts music tip sheet, as compiled 
by Nusic’s Sam Nahirny.

Want more? Check the fortnightly podcasts 
and live sessions in the Nusic website.
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Same Streets
Whatever happened to rock n roll? It’s a question that gets 
thrown around quite a lot nowadays, especially when the 
likes of The Rolling Stones collaborate with the muppets 
that make up One Direction. Luckily, there are a few bands 
keeping the sound and spirit alive, and one of Nottingham’s 
finest is Same Streets – a three-piece with more swagger 
than a drunken night on the town with Alex Turner and 
Liam Gallagher. Despite their youth, they have an incredibly 
refined sound and have mastered the knack of a catchy 
melody. They note their idols as some of the rock greats, 
and you can definitely hear the influence. However, they’ve 
managed to create their own distinctive take on it, partly 
thanks to vocalist James Gooch, who you may recognise 
from his solo ventures and whose vocal tone is quite 
unlike anything we’ve heard around Notts. If they carry on 
developing at this rate, we reckon TV manufacturers might 
have a bit of a problem.

facebook.com/samestreets14

Nuwala
A few months ago, I saw Nuwala at Acoustic Rooms. Having 
heard nothing about them other than they were a new band, 
I didn’t know what to expect from their performance. I left 
raving about them, with a fair few of their tunes spinning 
round in my head. The three-piece aren’t the easiest to 
define, but with a gun to your head you’d probably call them 
pop rock. Really catchy pop rock. They’ve been in the studio 
with Nottingham’s legendary producer Guy Elderfield, and 
what we’ve heard so far is up there with the best earworms. 
I’m struggling to write cos I just wanna sing it from the top 
of my lungs. Luckily for you, vocalist Alex sings a lot better 
than I do, with a style that makes them stand out from the 
crowd. If Paralysis, the first recording they’ve released, 
is anything to go by then it’s just a matter of time before 
they’ve got huge crowds singing these huge hooks right 
back at ‘em.

facebook.com/nuwalauk
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MARKETING AND PR OFFICER - NOTTINGHAM 
Dance4  
Salary: £22,149 (full time) 
Application: leftlion.co.uk/LL-Job-73
Dance4 is looking for a Marketing and PR Officer to 
implement plans which successfully deliver their ambitions 
on marketing, audience development and press relations. 
Candidates must have at least two years’ marketing 
experience in the arts and cultural sector and an interest in 
contemporary performance work.
 
DEPUTY TICKET SALES MANAGER 
Theatre Royal & Royal Concert Hall  
Salary: £21,092 (full time) 
Application: leftlion.co.uk/LL-Job-74
The Deputy Ticket Sales Manager will be a highly 
motivated and enthusiastic individual who will play a vital 
role in building on the venue’s current successes. Working 
with the Ticket Sales Manager, they will manage the Ticket 
Sales team on a day to day basis; use the ticketing and 
CRM system (Tessitura) at a management level to set up 
and report on shows and work with ticket agents and 
promoters; deal with and resolve customer problems and 
complaints, both verbally and in writing; resolve financial 
discrepancies with credit and debit card merchants and 
their associated issues; and work in a fast-paced customer-
facing environment, managing the many issues which 
affect customer service staff. A willingness to regularly 
work evenings and weekends is also required.
 
DIGITAL DESIGN OFFICER (FIXED TERM CONTRACT 
UNTIL MAY 2016) 
Nottinghamshire County Council  
Salary: £29,558 - £33,857 pa (full time) 
Application: leftlion.co.uk/LL-Job-63
Closing date: 11 February 2015 
Do you have first-class interaction, digital design skills 
and a proven track record of creating websites and digital 
solutions to ensure a positive customer experience? Be part 
of a new approach to digital council communications. You 
will help transform a range of services to enable us to be 
at the forefront of digital improvement in local government 
and ultimately help us make a difference to the lives 
of local people. The post holder will be responsible for 
producing designs that meet brand guidelines, as well as 
content and web standards for multiple digital platforms 
and channels - including the website, intranet, email, 
social media, apps and more. This role requires the ability 
to produce design concepts and turn them into working 
prototypes using HTML and CSS.

MOBILE DEVELOPER (ANDROID AND IOS) 
MultiPie Ltd  
Salary: Varies (full time) 
Application: leftlion.co.uk/LL-Job-68
We are looking for an experienced programmer to join 
our small core team. We need someone with a passion for 
mobile development who can code confidently in Java or 
Objective C, and who seeks to create products they can be 
proud of.

GRADUATE SCRIPTWRITER 
BYG Systems Limited  
Salary: depends on experience (full time) 
Application: leftlion.co.uk/LL-Job-67
The role offers you the opportunity to use your creative 
thinking and writing skills to progress in a career within 
the Instructional Design team at BYG Systems, one of the 
UK’s biggest providers of e-learning solutions. You will 
be joining a passionate team of creative individuals who 
work with a range of well-known global companies to 
develop bespoke, interactive training scripts in the field of 
learning and development. The work is varied with options 
to specialise in specific areas of interest throughout your 
career with us.

GRADUATE WEB DEVELOPER 
BYG Systems Limited  
Salary: Varies (full time) 
Application: leftlion.co.uk/LL-Job-66
We are looking for a talented graduate to join a passionate 
team of front end developers who create web-based 
e-learning solutions for a range of local, national and 
international companies. Projects range from traditional 
desktop e-learning created in HTML, JavaScript and CSS, 
to modern mobile applications that utilise the advantages 
of HTML5, CSS3 and JavaScript frameworks such as jQuery.

PRODUCER 
Dance4  
Salary: Varies (full time)
Application: leftlion.co.uk/LL-Job-71 
Dance4 is looking for a Producer to research, develop and 
lead a programme of activities that develop opportunities 
for artists, including residencies, producing, touring 
and presenting work. Candidates must have excellent 
programme management skills and experience of 
producing the work of dance artists.
 
SENIOR CREATIVE (DESIGNER) 
Spinning Clock  
Salary: Varies (full time) 
Application: leftlion.co.uk/LL-Job-65
Due to another exciting time of growth at Spinning Clock, 
we’re looking for a talented Senior Creative to join our 
Nottingham-based team. Reporting to the Head of Design, 
you will have brilliant opportunities to work across an 
exciting range of media and extremely high profile brands. 
You will be working in traditional print and branding 
through to digital multimedia as well as high production 
video campaigns. We’re looking for a team player with 
a creative mind, excellent eye for detail and passion 
for achieving the highest design standards. You will be 
involved in all aspects of the creative process contributing 
to all stages, from concept brainstorming through to the 
implementation of integrated marketing campaigns. You 
must be able to work as part of a team, but also hold 
your own independently, working to tight deadlines and 
handling the day-to-day pressures of a busy creative 
agency that delivers to an extremely high standard.

MIDDLEWEIGHT GRAPHIC DESIGNER 
GR8 Recruitment  
Salary: £20,000 - £23,000 (full time) 
Application: leftlion.co.uk/LL-Job-72
The Middleweight Graphic Designer will be an integral 
part of the in-house marketing design team, involved in 
the whole design process from concept to completion.
Working as part of a team with printers, the comms team, 
other designers, and marketing specialists, this mainly 
offline role involves producing various pieces of marketing 
material, including brochures, helping to create campaigns, 
store/exhibition graphics and other ad hoc design requests, 
some of which cross media both online and offline. There 
is scope to work across print and digital for the right 
candidate. 
 
SENIOR DIGITAL OFFICER 
(FIXED TERM CONTRACT UNTIL MAY 2016) 
Nottinghamshire County Council  
Salary: £33,857 - £38,405 (full time) 
Application: leftlion.co.uk/LL-Job-64 
Closing date: 11 February 2015
We’re looking for an exceptional Senior Digital Officer 
to help lead our Digital First project, which will see the 
council at the forefront of digital improvement in local 
government and ultimately help us make a difference to the 
lives of local people. You will have significant experience 
in developing and delivering social media and engagement 
strategies as well as a track record of successfully 
engaging with both internal and external audiences. You 
will work as part of a team to transform a variety of digital 
platforms, focussing on key objectives to improve customer 
satisfaction, increase engagement and encourage online 
transactions. 
 
SUBJECT COORDINATOR 
Nottingham Trent University  
Salary: £22,685 - £25,513 (full time) 
Application: leftlion.co.uk/LL-Job-75
As a Subject Coordinator, you will be leading and 
developing a team of administration staff members that 
are involved with all aspects of course administration, 
including quality assurance, student inductions, 
assessments, Boards of Examiners and all other activities 
associated with academic administration and the 
student lifecycle. You will be working with students, 
external clients, staff and other members of the college 
administration team, so effective interpersonal skills in 
addition to excellent written and oral communication skills 
are essential. In addition, you will work closely with the 
school Administration Manager to manage and improve 
business processes, ensuring that a professional level of 
service is offered to a range of end users.

Sponsored by Real Creative Futures
A transformational programme of FREE support 
for Nottingham's creative businesses and 
practitioners. Our aim is simple - we want to see 
Nottingham's local creative community thrive.

Add your jobs at leftlion.co.uk/addjob

Logo lock up 

 

 

 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA MASTER CLASS
Friday 6 February, 3pm – 5pm
at New Art Exchange

Join Kristy Diaz from Threshold Studios in 
this interactive, practical session, we’ll be 
looking at digital techniques to develop 
your online communications and visibility, 
no matter what level you’re at.

HOW TO #GETCREATIVE
Thursday 19 February, 11am – 2.30pm 
at New Art Exchange’s Café 

Drop in throughout the day and have a 
word with the team to fi nd out more and 
sign up to the programme. As it’s Half 
Term, bring your family to NAE! 

JOIN US FOR SOME NETWORKING 
AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Thursday 12 February 2015, 6.30pm 
CALL ME KUCHU (2012)
Film screening and post-show debate, 

Friday 27 February 2015, 7pm 
A TALE OF TWO WOMEN 
Performance by Lisa Jackson, 
part of RCF’s creative community

RCF SHORTS @ NEW ART EXCHANGE

For all, check www.nae.org.uk for details

UPCOMING REAL CREATIVE FUTURES EVENTS

For RCF participants only, to sign up and book email rcf@nae.org.uk or call 0115 924 8630
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Write Lion
“I wondered whether the story would ever appear in print. In fact it did, though within a 
week or two of its publication all warehouse stocks were obliterated by Nazi bombs… But I 
knew I had to go on writing. All my life I had to write. Even a World War could not stop the 
itch.” Geoffrey Trease, 1940.

Queen of All Albion
Linda Hardy
£2.76 (SP)

Trinity Revell is a remarkable girl, 
and very outspoken considering 
she lives in 1592. She accepts an 
arranged marriage with good cheer, 
until she finds out that her 'husband' 
is not her dashing cousin, Will, 
but his ageing stepfather. This is 
the start of a girl's adventure story 
with runaway brides, sword fights 
and superstition. Our Notts-based 
author shows us a different side to the Midlands, one of a 
travelling band of jaggers and actors where Trinity must 
battle with possessive mothers, her own hormones and the 
Devil himself. The story has a slow start and a few archaic 
words put me off, but I kept reading and I'm glad I did. The 
pace picks up, galloping to the finish. Will Trinity regain her 
reputation? Will her cousin shake off the Devil's Blessing? 
And what are those funny feelings Trinity has for one of the 
travellers? Enjoy. Emily Cooper

amazon.co.uk

Bertrand Russell: A Pacifist 
at War
Ed Nicholas Griffin
£9.99 (Spokesman)

Bertrand Russell not only opposed 
WWI but dared to suggest that 
Britain’s shoddy diplomacy under Sir 
Edward Grey was partly responsible 
for the outbreak. Oops. Despite 
transforming philosophy through 
the symbolic logic of his Principia 
Mathematica trilogy, Russell lost his 
career at Cambridge and was placed 
under surveillance. Soon his mates stopped coming over. 
This collection of letters from 1914 up until his Brixton prison 
letters of 1918 - he was banged up for his principles - paints 
an intriguing picture of his suffering with useful contextual 
notes so that readers with little knowledge of his life can 
follow his incredible story. Despite his intellect, Russell was 
a right soppy get, believing emotional intensity was the 
only thing that could make life bearable. His wife couldn’t 
‘provide’, so he embarked on an affair with Lady Ottoline 
Morell. One snivelling letter starts, “My Darling Darling” 
after he’d been rumbled for using the same love patter with 
another lady. Sex and war, nothing changes. James Walker 

spokesmanbooks.com

Books and Bowstrings
Alan Gibbons/Steve Larder
Free (Shintin’)

Geoffrey Trease is the subject of the 
eleventh instalment of Nottingham’s 
literary comic serial Dawn of 
the Unread. Trease was born in 
Nottingham in 1909 and went on to 
write 113 books, but was primarily 
known for his historical children’s 
stories that covered the globe and 
just about every political scenario you 
can imagine. His most famous book, 
Bows Against the Barons, is seen as a Marxist reading of the 
Hood legend, and it is this that takes primary focus in this 
tubthumping story that sees merry outlaws march in protest 
at library closures. This is not surprising given that Alan 
Gibbons was responsible for starting National Libraries’ Day. 
The artwork is by Rum Lad creator Steve Larder, a former 
contributor to the ‘Lion, whose fine pen illustrations and 
scribbled backgrounds really bring out the personalities of 
his pixie-nosed characters. Tess Tickle    

dawnoftheunread.com

The Infinity Trap
Ian C Douglas 
£8.99 (IFWG Publishing)

Aimed at the nebulous market of 
young adult fiction, Ian Douglas’s 
science fiction adventure sees its 
hero, the blue haired Zeke Hailey, 
con his way into a school for 
psychics on Mars in the 23rd century. 
His father has disappeared in 
mysterious circumstances, and Zeke 
is on the trail, willing to fib his way through the entrance 
exams of the school to get some answers. On the way he 
falls foul of a nefarious academic searching for a terrible 
weapon on the Red Planet, butts heads with the de rigueur 
set of school bullies, and finds he is the only hope of rescuing 
a kidnapped classmate. It all crashes along at a fair old clip, 
and while the number of exclamation points approaches a 
critical mass likely to suck in the rest of the book, youngsters 
will find much to enjoy in this zippy adventure. Robin Lewis 

ifwgpublishing.com

Nottingham’s orangest reviewer got well bored reading all the time so we sent 
her daahn pub instead…
No 7. Cuckoo Bush Inn, Leake Road, Gotham NG11 0JL

If they named pubs after twats then there’d be a pub in Strelleh called The Blue Bazza. Bazza wor so excited after watchin’ 
Av’tar he painted himsen blue and jumped out window thinkin’ he cud fly. He just broke his leg and had ta go ta hospical. 
But in Gotham they  twats. The Cuckoo Bush Inn is named after a bunch of spazzes that put a fence round a tree so a 
cuckoo cudn’t escape. Hello? Just get some No Nails and stick its manky talons ta branch. *Duh*. Spoiler alert: Gotham in 
Spiderman films is based on the real Gotham in Nottingham!! How cool is that? Anyways, Gotham is still full o’ thickos cuz 
when I last went in pub there wor a bunch of doggers who thought pub wor called the Cuckold Bush. Lol. If they gerrus a 
drink it might be.   
 
Tale: The Merry Tales of the Wise Men of Gotham
Ale: Speckled Hen     
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Sleaford Mods
Tiswaz EP
EP (Invada Records) 

Hot off the back of their latest album 
Divide and Exit, the Nottingham 
duo have teamed up with Invada 
Records for even more brash, 
working-class melodies that embrace 
the complications surrounding the 
everyman and everywoman. Andrew 
Fearn’s minimalist, repetitive and 
often bass-heavy beats act as the 
canvas for Jason Williamson to spill 
his quick-witted, profanity-laced 
prose across this five-song EP, 
which clocks in at a whisper over 
thirteen minutes. 

Tracks like 6 Horsemen (The 
Brixtons) expand upon the unique 
and unequalled sounds the duo 
have established over the past 
handful of releases, while making 
mention of the “massively bad 
calculation” Razorlight’s Johnny Borrell made by spending all his money at the height of his 
fame – clarifying that nobody in the country even cared. The pair have never shied away from 
controversial subject matter and that’s evident throughout Tiswaz, with second song Bunch 
of Cunts as a prime example; Fearn’s low-fi, tribal drum beat acts as the fuel to Williamson’s 
fire as he informs Dr Dre, “Them headphones are shit and they’re fucking everywhere, mate” 
in his familiar Notts twang. It’s actually pretty refreshing to hear such a brutally honest focus 
of attention from Sleaford Mods on this record – especially as it’s presented with such a blunt 
authenticity - one which, arguably, hasn’t really been heard since the heyday of punk music in 
the late seventies. Christian Povey

sleafordmods.com

Fable
Transitions
Album (Self-released)

Fable has been pushing the musical boundaries of his talents 
for the past decade, releasing a string of highly successful 
underground EPs. However, his debut album has broken 
the mould considerably, resulting in a musical journey 
incorporating elements of hip hop, dub, reggae and even a 
sprinkling of downbeat funk which you’d be hard pushed 
to resist the urge to break out a few moves to. Transitions 
relies heavily on the considerable influences that have shaped Fable’s sound, but it’s also 
evident that he’s trying to do something unique rather than engage in the same humdrum, 
mindless music a lot of producers put out. The standout track is 1991 - a bouncy, soulful 
number packed to the rafters, full of hard-hitting beats that resonate deep within the soul. 
A truly organic piece of personal work that you can feel has pushed the artist creatively. A 
masterpiece of production value. Jack Garofalo 

fablebeats.bandcamp.com

Grey Hairs
Colossal Downer
Album (Gringo Records) 

The first thing you’ll notice, and it’s hard not to, is the gloriously 
overwhelming amount of guitars. This is a record deliriously 
drunk on them, from the heavily-layered, ear-punishing riffs to 
the ground-shuddering bass. It’s not just noise for noise’s sake, 
though - these are well-constructed songs that boast big, catchy 
hooks alongside clever nuances and subtleties. It’s the string 
taps that replicate the vocal line in Creepy, for example, that 
make repeated listens a treat. The clue may be in the title, but Colossal Downer perfectly 
captures the existential angst every thirty-something nine-to-fiver the world over will 
understand; the reality that hits you in the depths of your despair on a Monday morning and 
only leaves you when you are cradling that first post-work pint on a Friday. “What does it 
mean?” repeatedly wails Anxiety Dream; Grey Hairs are burning with impotent rage and 
frustration. Paul Klotschkow 

greyhairs.bandcamp.com
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Moscow Youth Cult
Lux EP
EP (I Own You Records)

There’s so much to explore here, from 
pounding bass lines to tiny snippets 
of voices, that initial listening can 
leave you feeling disorientated. Given 
time though, this EP unravels itself, 
and among what first may appear to 
be white noise, glimmers of sound 
and colour rise out of the digital mire. The title track is the kind 
of witchy electronica that has become MYC’s stock-in-trade; it 
twitches like an anxiety-filled dream before gradually bursting 
into life with a euphoric punch in the air. Tenebris is driven by the 
sound of an 8-bit games console gasping for life while Mario and 
chums party towards their imminent deaths; Les Hiker II takes 
the retro techno duo’s sound and stretches it to breaking point; 
while the trashy, straight-to-VHS B-Movie, adrenaline-pumped 
synths of Trancers flail around like a Jean-Claude Van Damme 
roundhouse kick to the mullet. Paul Klotschkow 

iownyourecords.bandcamp.com/album/lux-ep

 

Nina Smith
This Love EP
EP (Self-released)

It seems like an age since we last 
heard new music from Nina Smith, 
but the local favourite is back with 
a new four-track EP that’s been well 
worth the wait. Lead track This Love 
has been around for over a year, 
and while you might have seen it 
performed acoustically with a guitar, 
this version benefits from sparse electro production. Stronger is 
a piano-led soul number that showcases Smith’s terrific vocal 
talents and would sit perfectly alongside Sigma and Disclosure 
on a dance-pop compilation. The undoubted highlight of the EP, 
though, is final track Nothing More, a beautiful and harmonic 
mid-paced pop song. Smith has writing credits on all four tracks 
and this collection showcases a new, more mature sound. 
Blending r’n’b with soul and pop influences, This Love is a superb 
offering of songs that ought to finally propel this local girl into the 
national spotlight. Nick Parkhouse 

ninasmithmusic.com
 

Shelter Point
Weird Dreamers
EP (Space + Time)

Shelter Point, still only in their 
twenties, have matured a lot since 
their first EP. Weird Dreamers sees 
their wonky post-garage, post-
dubstep influences refined into 
dreamy, haunting soundscapes. 
Singer-songwriter Liam’s fragile 
but penetrating voice combines perfectly with Robin’s more 
pared back production on the very heartfelt, honest Hansei and 
title track Weird Dreamers. New single Fossil is introspective 
electronica at its finest, all haunting vocals and sparse beats 
building into epic Bjork-like strings, while on Dog Howl, the 
echoey vocals, plunky plucking and woozy synths transport you 
to the boys’ nocturnal dream state. A place you don’t really want 
to come back from when the four tracks are up. Kick back in your 
favourite comfy chair and enjoy — a full length LP is on the way 
some time this year on Sony/RCA subsidiary Space+Time. Shariff 
Ibrahim 

shelterpoint.co.uk

The Rascels
This Is
EP (Self-released)

Full of catchy melodies and cheerful 
tones, This Is is the latest EP from 
these young Nottingham heartthrobs. 
The six-track wonder throws you 
back to the best of pop music that 
dominated the start of the 21st 
century, as a reminder that good 
music doesn't always have to be dark. Managing to showcase a 
variety of perspectives, they go from feisty upbeat tracks to more 
acoustic melodies with this release, highlighting the versatility of 
their talent and emotional range. Get Up is the most passionate 
song on the EP, with the boys turning up the attitude to get 
people dancing. My Summertime and Georgia are scattered with 
gorgeous imagery and romantic ideals – you'll fall in love with 
The Rascels before you even get to the end. If you like good music 
from good guys, This Is cannot be recommended highly enough. 
Penny Blakemore 

facebook.com/therascels
 
 

Wolf Club
Back To The City EP
EP (My Hart Canyon Music)

Having played No Tomorrow festival 
back in the summer, these lads had a 
lot riding on this debut release - and 
they don’t disappoint. It is thudding 
electro-pop at its finest, with soaring 
choruses and the kind of drums that 
are perfect for festival fist-pumping. 
It’s catchy enough for the charts and cool enough for the clubs, 
making it quite difficult to understand why they aren’t bigger. 
The songs do keep to a rather similar structure but, as they say, 
you can never have too much of a good thing and these guys 
have their sound pretty much bang on. This EP is a great taste of 
what they do best, with tunes like Back To The City demanding 
hands-in-the-air “I love you, man” vibes. It’ll be interesting to 
see if following releases deviate from this pretty much perfect 
formula. Sam Nahirny 

soundcloud.com/wolf-club-band

MuHa
Reka
Album (Self-released)

The term ‘World Music’ can too often 
be the thing of nightmares: white 
guys with dreads playing bongos, 
middle-class students in flares and 
unwashed hair playing bongos, or 
lentil-weaving yogurt-knitters from 
Forest Fields playing bongos. Plus, 
aren’t we all part of the world, man? Awkward genre-name aside, 
and away from the cultural appropriation of a small minority 
attempting to appear more interesting than they actually are, 
there are artists crafting engaging and worthwhile music that 
genuinely reflects their own lives and culture, including MuHa. 
Although Reka won’t be for everyone, for listeners curious about 
modern European folk music that travels from east to west while 
mirroring the experiences and backgrounds of the band’s various 
members, there’s much to take from this album. MuHa want to 
share their traditions, stories and sounds with the world and 
there’s not a lentil or yoghurt in sight. Paul Klotschkow

muha.bandcamp.com
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Kagoule - Gush
If they’re planning on leaving songs 
this good off their debut album, 
it’s frightening to think what 
they’ll actually unleash when it 
finally drops. In the meantime, this 
chugging slice of alt-rock is enough 
to whet appetites.

Bru-C - Twice
The Afterdark Movement rapper 
and Don’t Flop star turns up the 
introspection with this laid-back 
number that features jazzy old-school 
production from Aokid. 
 
Lost Pets - Diamonds & Cobblestones
Formed in May 2014 following an 
advert for untalented girls who can’t 
play their instruments, they’ve put 
a handful of demos online with this 
wistful slice of melancholic pop being 
the pick of the bunch.
 
Garton - February 27th (For Chloe)
Ahead of the release of his Class of 
2010 album, the rapper has released 
this heartfelt tribute to a friend who 
sadly took her own life.
 

Prysm - Made In Germany
This electronic three-piece have 
clearly been pigging out on New 
Order and Underworld if this retro-
sounding dance stomper is anything 
to go by.
 
ONE$oul - Life
The producer-slash-singer wanders 
around town in the video for this 
soulful electro number, exchanging 
money for something, but what 
exactly? Only one way to find out…
 
Liam Bailey - Villain ft. A$AP Ferg
He’s been making waves in the 
States with the US release of his 
album Definitely Now, and this 
scuzzed-up retro soul stomper shows 
exactly why. It’s good to have him 
back and sounding defiant.



leftlion.co.uk/issue64   52

We are a nation of fish and chip experts; few other meals 
are as deeply etched into our national identity. It’s one of 
those peculiar dishes where the finest examples are so 
commonly found away from the finest establishments - 
the chippy at the bottom of the street where we grew up 
was, for most of us, the best in the world. It’s a meal that 
resists evolution. Chefs who fuss with the formula are 
culinary heretics, betraying fond memories of devouring 
vinegar soaked chips on a freezing, windswept seafront.

George’s is now to be found at the bottom of eleven 
Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire streets - the next 
generation of young experts have never had it so good 
this far from the sea. But what about the ageing experts? 
Would they struggle to decide between traditionally 
battered cod and charcoal-grilled sea bass?

George’s Fish and Chip Kitchen gives us exactly that in 
their first city centre restaurant - a concept far removed 
from serving takeaway on a plate. Avoiding clichés, with 
the exception of the magnificent chandelier and cute 
beach-hut dining booths upstairs, the industrial interior 
is comfortable and, unusually for a Monday night in early 
January, humming with chatter.

Armed with gin martini cocktails from the bar (£5.95), we 
explored their exciting menu and decided upon sharing 
three starter dishes (£15): pop seafood – mussels, scampi 
and queen scallops in breadcrumbs with aioli; George’s 
Scotch eggs – (our favourite) served with phenomenal 
home-made piccalilli; and some outstanding vegetable 
fritters – asparagus, broccoli and cauliflower in onion 
bhaji batter, with goats cheese and sweet pea pesto.

Traditional mains were the acid test; 100% sustainable 
cod fillet in a near-perfect batter, served with a shovel of 
chips and righteously gloopy mushy peas (£11.45) and a 
rich and tasty steak and ale pie (£10.50). A crispy onion 
ring (£2.50) side beefed up already generous portions.

It is not without shame that at this point our appetites 
ground to a halt. A dessert menu featuring ice cream and 
homemade donuts was declined in favour of coffee.

George’s has modernised the experience of dining out 
for fish and chips without alienating what makes it so 
British. The menu works hard to please both fussy and 
adventurous eaters and you’ll almost certainly want to 
return to try something new. Alex Traska

13 Queen Street, NG1 2BL. 0115 950 5521
georgestradition.co.uk

The Orange Tree
Peel deal

Back in the day when the LeftLion team were young enough 
to think that organising gigs was a fun thing to do, The 
Orange Tree on Shakespeare Street played host to some of 
our events - going back as far as our NYE Extravaganza in 
2005. Ten years on, they’ve still got the same commitment 
to quality live music and a high-grade drinks selection.

Sat on the corner plot of Shakespeare Street and North 
Sherwood Street it’s smack bang in student-ville, but 
the clientele is a good mixture of skiving scholars and 
Nottinghamians. 

When offered a cocktail at The Orange Tree, it’s good 
counsel to accept. My dining partner loves a good espresso 
martini (£5.50) - Sailor Jerry spiced rum with Kahlua coffee 
liqueur and espresso. I was too thirsty for a cocktail, so 
opted for a pint of IPA (£3.50) instead - man cocktail.

We perused the menu to a soundtrack of motown, new 
wave rock, blues and a little slice of chilled hip hop. A 
mixture of British classics, American burgers and hotdogs 
with some Japanese-influenced curveballs - obviously. 
We started with Japanese-style hot wings (£4.95), which 
were bloody huge, and came coated in chunky panko 
breadcrumbs, served with hot sauce. The endive and black 
pudding salad (£6.95) was delicious, despite the lack of 
endive (the kitchen was fresh out). 

The specials board shone with several tempters, but the 
deep fried goats cheese coated in poppy seeds (£7.95) was 
a brilliant choice. The coating was crisp and the cheese 
had just reached melting point inside, served with griddled 
pears - a lovely compliment to the dish - and a honey and 
mustard dressing. The presentation was exquisite and 
wouldn’t have been out of place in a top notch restaurant. 
I suspect that the five-hour beef chilli (£8.50) employed 
several types of chilli pepper as it had a smoky, sweet kick, 
and was complimented with coriander rice and two big 
twirls of crispy, homemade tortilla.

Famous for their rum selection, we had a liquid dessert of 
Elements 8 (£4) and Ron Zacapa (£5.60). We hung out for a 
while, sipping our rums and enjoying the tunes. When we 
return we’ll try the Notorious P.I.G burger for cool factor, or 
shut our eyes and choose a special at random as they all 
sounded awesome. Ash Dilks

38 Shakespeare St, NG1 4FQ. 0115 947 3239
orangetree.co.uk/nottingham

Scratching your head about where to take 
your other half for dinner? Maybe our five-
word reviews will lend a hand.

Desi Downtown
07800 500011
Eat dinner quickly, 
then bhangra.

World Service
0115 847 5587
Forgot her birthday? 
Double whammy.

Saltwater
0115 924 2664
New menu. Rooftop 
with blankets.

Hooters
0115 958 8111
Brave choice for 
complete tits.

Le Bistrot Pierre
0115 941 2850
Low risk, high ceilings, 
cheese.

Tarn Thai
0115 959 9454
Good Thai food, 
served fancy.

Orange Tree
0115 9473 239
Rum and speed 
dating. Modern.

City Kebab House
0115 9881 224
Shish going to 
dump you.

Iberico World Tapas
0115 941 0410
Consistently excellent. 
Probably fully booked.

The Pelican Club
0115 924 2932
Proper Italian. 
No feathers ruffled.

Mayfair
0115 941 7029
Budget but excellent 
Chinese. BYOB.

Piccolino
0115 947 2169
Lady and the
tramp scenes.

Pan Asia BBQ
0115 910 8888
Posher May Sum 
with grill.

George’s Fish and Chip 
Kitchen
0115 950 5521
Fish and chips 
sporting monocles.

Red's True Barbecue
0115 711 7999
Now open, romancing 
the T-Bone.
 
Petit Paris
0115 947 3767
Hon heh hon heh hon

Kayal
0115 941 4733
Kayal do anything for 
love...

Bistro Live
08443 752 222
...but I won’t do that.

George’s Fish and Chip Kitchen
Get battered 

Plava Laguna
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Good sandwich bars are few and far between these days. Of course, if you want a boring 
cheese cob then there's plenty of places to fill your boots, but for anything more tropical 
than some Branston pickle slapped between two bits of bread, you gotta go on the hunt 
round these parts. Plava Laguna (which in Bosnian, Croatian, Serbian and Slovenian 
means "blue lagoon") has come to your rescue. Upon entering you'll be greeted warmly by a 
one-woman-band, working like the absolute clappers, who lovingly offers up sandwiches, 
paninis, jacket potatoes, cakes and pastries. While I couldn't work out the country of origin 
of the food on offer (it seems to lean towards the Med area) all that matters is what to 
eat - the menu reads lip-smackingly lovely. And massive too. My pastrami, feta, tomato, 
onion, and chilli salad cob nearly had me horizontal after lunch. It was ruddy humungous. 
Hangover crew, you're gonna love it in here. Price-wise, some might grumble (many have 
become accustomed to those tasteless, chain store meal deals) but it's definitely worth 
paying a bit extra. Not only to support fine independent outlets like this, but to give your 
taste buds a right treat.

89 Mansfield Road, NG1 3FN, 0115 950 9400

 F�  m� e Nottingham  foodie goodness check  noshingham.co.uk



10 %
off

10
Coffees

Before
10am

10% off all take out 
coffee before 10am.  

Best bit is your 11th 
one is free!

42 Pelham St, Nottingham 

NG1 2EG 

www.wiredcafe.co.uk/WIREDcafebar

Follow us online

@WIREDcafebar
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Sign up to receive weekly updates at 
leftlion.co.uk/newsletter

Six degrees of 
Strelley(ation)

Bunny is a village and 
civil parish in Rushcliffe 

A pair of autographed Nike Air 
Jordan 1 sold for $60,000 on eBay

Caroline Davidson, a Portland State 
University student, was paid $35 for 

Nike swoosh design

The number 35 bus takes you to…

 Strelley  

Bunny is also the name of Katie 

Price’s, aka Jordan’s, fifth child
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Muller Fruit Corner

HQ: Bavaria, Germany

The Corner

OG: Rob Howie Smith OG: Ludwig Muller

Inside: Yoghurt and chocolate                                  biscuits

Outside: Unnecessary cardboard                packaging

Lid lickability: Top drawer

HQ: Hockley

Inside: Creative businesses and  

             chocolate biscuits

Outside: The Angel and cool art

Floor lickability: Potentially lethal

Tasty attachment: Mondo Comico
Tasty attachment: Strawberry jam

Aries (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
If you could have your chance to do it 
all again, there’s one special person 
that you’d do anything to make happy. 
Unfortunately, you don’t have that chance. 
It doesn’t work like that.

Taurus (Apr 21 - May 21)
It’s a new year and you’ve made a 
resolution that you will no longer let 
people treat you like a child. Well, except 
for the sexy bits where they change your 
filthy nappies.

Gemini (May 22 - June 22)
Next week you will experience an 
intense rush of energy, a renewed sense 
of purpose and a profound surge of 
confidence. This proves once and for all 
that cocaine cannot be trusted.

Cancer (June 23 - July 23)
It's not as if you have an insatiable thirst 
for blood. You're just insatiably thirsty 
and blood happens to be the only liquid 
around.

Leo (July 24 - Aug 23)
You promised you'd retire after one last 
job, and forty years after accepting a 
secretarial position with a local energy 
company, you're honouring your word.

Virgo (Aug 24 - Sept 23)
You know it’s time to get help for your fear 
of public speaking after it has, once again, 
prevented you from yelling, "Look out for 
that lorry!" to a group of school children.

Libra (Sept 24 - Oct 23)
The universe would like to thank you for 
taking part in the game, it hopes that 
you thoroughly enjoyed the experience 
and wishes you luck in all your future 
endeavours.

Scorpio (Oct 24 - Nov 22)
You always pride yourself on wearing your 
heart on your sleeve, but actually, it’s a 
much better idea to wear it inside your 
chest where it functions best.

Sagittarius (Nov 23 - Dec 22)
You'll continue to brag about how well 
your career is going, although most people 
wouldn't call sitting at home eating pizza 
and watching TV box-sets a ‘career’.

Capricorn (Dec 23 - Jan 19)
Every person’s life is like a little nation 
unto themself, and the failure of yours is 
a textbook example of how investment in 
education and the arts are desirable goals 
for civilisation.

Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 19)
Sometimes we find amazing things in 
places we least expect them, whether 
it's true love, peace of mind, a friend, or 
the rotting corpse of a local government 
official.
 
Pisces (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
This month you'll find yourself curiously 
unfulfilled, and perhaps a little frightened, 
when you finally learn the answer 
to the question of who watches the 
birdwatchers.
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