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credits

Oh, April, come here you big, cuddly month of 
loveliness. Okay, I’m having a passive aggressive 
dig at March because I’m bitter about the hour of 
precious sleep it half inched off me - April’s not so 
cuddly, it’s just rammed full of chocolate. I would 
be lying if I said that certain easter treats shaped 
like bunnies didn’t help make this magazine 
happen. Well, you’ve got to really, they’re only 
around for four months of the year.

Sugar rushes aside, we are positively giddy about 
the new cat café opening in town. Straws had 
to be drawn over who got to go down and meet 
the cats for our piece on Kitty Café. It promises 
to be the place to have a nice cuppa and a proper 
relax. Unless you’re not into cats, then it might 
not be so much of a calming experience. If dogs 
are more your bag, we had a nice natter with the 
Nottingham-based sculptor who has crafted an 
exhibition out of his encounters while dogsitting.

March has been a busy month. More went off in 
town than that water main in Market Square: our 
Arts Editor took part in a Dance4 performance, and 
he was so swept away by his contemporary dance 
experience that he has put pen to paper for us. 
Also, Notts’ creative college, Confetti, played host 
to a right gaggle of stars for their annual Industry 
Week, including Cassetteboy, Professor Green, 
our very own Sleaford Mods and Ronika. We sent 
a snapper and some note takers down to see 
what advice was being given to get ahead in the 
creative industries. 

For the last few months we’ve been saving our 
pennies for some lush, collectable vinyl to buy 
on Record Store Day, and with four record shops 
taking part, we thought it’d be daft not to have a 
word and see what they’ve got going on. We’ll see 
you in the queue. One band who’ve just released 
their debut album and will also be playing on 
Record Store Day are the beautifully ripened 
Cantaloupe. We caught up with them to find out 
a bit more about what they do, and why they’ve 
written an ode to nineties chatlines. 

The bicycle enthusiasts among you may notice 
that we are sadly missing this month’s instalment 
of Spoke ‘n’ Words. Fret ye not, it will be back. 
We’ve had a little break because its writer has 
been putting the finishing touches to his book 
about Roman Derbyshire. A decent excuse if we 
ever heard one.

Nowt left to say except, go on, crack it open and 
gorge yourself on our lovely filling. You don’t have 
to share it, but it’s always nice to. 

Ali Emm
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Mike Driver
 
A Nottingham-born 
illustrator and designer, 
Michael’s currently in his 
third year at Kingston 
University studying 
Illustration and Animation. 
He is also a member of 
the prestigious illustration 
collective Puck Collective, who he has exhibited 
regularly with over the last few months. Mike 
is fascinated with mid-century design, collector 
toys and gig posters. His work is a marriage of 
both analogue and digital techniques that relies 
heavily on textures created in print and through 
experimenting with new media and mark making. 
He’s rather fond of the challenges of complex 
graphic narratives and editorial themed briefs. See 
his work each month on the Street Tales feature in 
this very magazine. 

michaeldriver.co.uk
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PUTTING WORDS IN THEIR PLACE

Local adverts ripped from the pages of history…

Corsets by D. Fear (Nottingham Journal, 1935)

I can't begin to imagine how often foundation garments are found in the wardrobes 
of well-dressed Nottingham women nowadays. Although, we can probably hold the 
burlesque scene responsible for some higher-than-average concentrations of corsetry at 
The Maze, if you happen to turn up on the right night. Still, Madonna and Dita Von 
Teese fans notwithstanding, I'd guess most women were relieved to shuffle the things 
off and breathe normally when foundation garments finally went the way of cuff-links, 
tie-pins, bowler hats and those slightly disturbing real-fur stoles with little foxy faces 
attached to them.

Back in 1935, it was a rather different story. “The well-dressed woman knows how 
essential it is to have the correct foundation garment before acquiring her new outfit,” 
runs the copy of aptly-named local corsetiere. The otherwise mysterious and semi-
anonymous D. Fear – a person whose advertising not only anticipated the kind of CAPS-
LOCK typographic shouting now standard among panic-mongers of the internet, but 
someone who plainly had no truck with what we'd now consider the fundamentals of 
effective branding.

Let's face it, anyone born with a moniker like theirs in 2015 would have been bludgeoned 
into submission by a firm of marketing consultants in Hockley for not keeping their real 
name, long before they opened up shop on St Peter's Gate and advertised their services 
in the Nottingham Journal. True, it's a memorable handle, but in the unlikely event that 
D. Fear stayed in business until the eighties, they'd have been a dead cert for the goth 
trade’s heavily engineered wire, silk and tight back-laced outer-wear that arrived in the 
wake of Siouxsie Sioux.

Sadly, that probably wasn't to be – though I do like to imagine, against all reasonable 
odds, that the line “late corsetiere to James’ Store” is a reference to some flamboyant 
local individual rather than a former place of employment. We can but hope.

leftlion.co.uk/adsectioned

ADVERTISING SECTIONED

words: Joe Earp
illustration: Mike Driver
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We delve a little deeper into the history of our city’s streets to give 
you the tales they’d never have taught you at school…

words: Wayne Burrows

Exchange Walk

Today, Exchange Walk is a busy shopping thor-
oughfare that sees thousands of shoppers walk up 
and down its route on a daily basis. With its lead-
ing retail shops and outlets, it’s pretty surprising 
to discover that it was originally little more than a 
mere yard. 
 
Originally created in 1868, it started life as Gears' 
Yard, named after a Mr William Gears who oc-
cupied it and who was a fishmonger in Notting-
ham Market Place. Its name then went on to be 
changed to Farmer's Yard after Mr James Farmer 
who established the drapery business on its 
western side.

James Farmer, with the help of the proprietors of 
Smith's Bank, set about planning the thorough-
fare. Smith's Bank, located on the Market Square 
- and still performing its original function to this 
day - was established in the 1650s by a Notting-
ham man called Thomas Smith (1631-99). Smith 
started out as a cloth mercer, or merchant, but by 
1658 Smith had acquired business premises on 
Peck Lane, Nottingham. Notably, he is believed to 
have been England's first banker outside London.

Farmer and the proprietors of Smith's Bank quickly 
saw the potential of the planned thoroughfare, 
linking St. Peter's Square to the Market Place. At 
their joint expense they made Exchange Walk, 
which was at that time private property.
 
The name comes from The Exchange Building, 
built between 1724 and 1726, that replaced a 

shambles of buildings on the same site. It cost 
£2,400 at the time and comprised a four-storey, 
eleven-bay frontage 123ft (37m) long. The archi-
tect was Marmaduke Pennell. 

The Exchange Building was demolished in the 
late 1920s to be replaced by the Nottingham 
Council House. There’s a shopping mall also 
called The Exchange which forms part of the 
present Council House building. The Exchange 
was Nottingham's first 'modern' shopping centre. 
It was opened on 22 May 1929 by the Prince of 
Wales, who later became Edward VIII.
 
Farmer and the authorities of Smith's Bank 
planned to make Exchange Walk into a major 
shopping thoroughfare which would have rivalled 
some of the city's other major shopping streets. It 
was their aim to create a main thoroughfare suit-
able for vehicles. However, to the planners shock, 
the plans were rejected by the town. 

Perhaps, with the power of hindsight, it is a 
positive thing that Exchange Walk did not 
develop into a much bigger shopping lane. The 
thoroughfare carries a large amount of pedestrian 
traffic today and thus relieves the traffic along 
Wheeler Gate. Perhaps more importantly, it saves 
valuable time in acting as a shortcut to the Square 
rather than being diverted up Wheeler Gate and 
Bridlesmith Gate.
 
For more on Nottingham History, check out the 
Nottingham Hidden History website. 

nottinghamhiddenhistoryteam.wordpress.com
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WHAT NOTTS
The Major Oak Lost Tree of the Year 
What the flippety flop? We don’t know 
what’s going on, but there are some terribly 
misinformed tree folk roaming around 
Europe. Our beloved Major Oak placed 
just sixth in the European Tree of the Year 
competition, losing out to an Estonian 
oak tree that lives in the middle of a football 
field. Excuse us, but no other tree we know 
of comes pre-packed with a philanthropic 
legend. Not that we’re bitter, of course. 
Hmph.

On Track
They’ve caused nothing but ball ache for 
a lot of Nottingham residents, but the new 
tram lines are finally on their way to being 
completed. Honestly. After causing no end of 
disruption to local business and residential 
areas, we can at last see some good coming 
from the train/bus hybrids. Thirty new jobs 
are to become available – from cleaners to 
drivers, there’s a fair few career paths being 
carved in place of the havoc.

Emett Clock Relocation
With Vicceh Centre having gone through 
a bit of a refurb, the suits in charge have 
decided to move the clock to the first floor, 
near Disneh, away from its previous site 
outside Boowutts. You’ve had a fair bit to 
say about that, and demanded the landmark 
be placed in its original home. The fountain 
clocked up around quarter of a million 
pounds for local charities while it was there, 
let’s hope the less-toed location doesn’t have 
an effect on its wealth.

Pet Crematorium Cremation
There’s been a fire in a crematorium, but not 
the kind they normally deal with. The Antara 
Pet Crematorium in West Bridgford has 
gone up in smoke, leaving the committed, 
loving owners of the business devastated 
and their livelihood under threat. Having 
turned to furry friend funeral services after 
running a luxury dog hotel, the couple kept 
the business ticking over for a whopping 23 
years and were too distraught to comment 
to local press. Right, who’s manning the 
Kickstarter campaign?

Nottingham is Well Good
The tune has officially been changed. After 
being – unfairly – branded as Shottingham, 
our city’s finally getting the recognition it 
deserves after being placed in The Sunday 
Times’ top five best places to live in the 
Midlands. Actually ducks, we’re in the top 
one. They reckon we’re nuff trendy and have 
got well rich history as well as a bangin’ 
music scene. We’ll probably be back on the 
shitpile next week, so lap up the glory days 
while you can, Hood Towners. 

School Scale
Two permanently excluded pupils from Big 
Wood near Top Valley were so desperate to 
terrorise that they scaled the fences of their 
old school grounds to get in. If that’s not a 
turn-up for the books we don’t know what 
is. Teachers had to restrain them, and police 
were called to escort them back to their 
mams’ yards. Hopefully they’ve had a clip 
round the ear and a good book shoved under 
their nose.

Bus Smash
The coppers are after a walking stick-
wielding bloke who smashed a bus window. 
We can only speculate what got him so riled 
up: was it the annoying, automated voice? 
Did he totally lose his shit at someone for 
closing the window? Was his lack of change 
a catalyst? An Luddite ex-route planner 
outraged at digital timetables? Either way, 
if you saw the brute, let the 5-0 know and 
blow this case wide open.

Rob Bin
An unusual trend has sprung up around 
Nottingham – people have been nicking the 
public bins. There have been 34 seized from 
residents in the past month or so, much to 
the despair of the Council who have to fork 
out 350 smackers for each one. No wonder 
they’re disappearing. Hopefully this won’t 
lead to every man, woman and child dashing 
their tuffy wrappers all over the shop, but 
that there hope may be in vain.

Human Billboards No More
If you’ve driven past those poor sods dressed 
up as giant pizza boards and just felt hungry 
and well-informed, you’re out of luck. The 
council have deemed the role demeaning, 
and ordered Domino’s to quit using the 
human billboards. The move has divided 
opinion, cos the position does offer easy 
work to those who would otherwise be out 
of a job. But, let’s face it, it’s hard not to 
feel a pang of societal disarray when you 
clock ‘em looking like they’d rather be 
shovelling shit. 

Community Affair
You Beestonians have been engaging in 
a bit too much ‘how’s yer father’ with the 
milkman and milkwoman, bagging yersen’s 
the title of the most adulterous town in the 
UK, according to The Independent. We can 
only speculate how the data’s collected – 
maybe it’s that Beeston is actually the most 
honest town in the country - but apparently 
there are 941 affairs happening within the 
village walls, with you lot popping your 
hands in the cookie jar one too many times. 
Them marriage vows aren’t gonna keep 
themselves, you dirty boggers.

Charity Smash
Speaking of vandalising mother fluffers, 
the Oxfam on Market Street got its front 
door kicked in, meaning they had to remain 
closed for the majority of the following day. 
Not only have they lost out on cash, but 
the charity’s got to fork out for a new door 
instead of using the money to tackle poverty. 
Way to go, shit-for-brains. We hope you 
broke your toes in the process. 

War Torn
A wise man once said that war’s good for 
absolutely nothing, and the loss of Clarendon 
Performing Arts and Inspire Academy 
student Konstandinos Erik Scurfield brings 
that truth closer to home – he was the first 
UK national to lose their life in Syria. Kosta, 
as he was known to friends, travelled to 
fight ISIS on behalf of Kurdish forces, and 
was shot in battle. Our thoughts are with his 
family and friends.
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Notts’ most opinionated grocers on...
Kitty Café launches in Nottingham
What? Are they stuffed cats? (LeftLion 
explains the concept). We can’t stand 
cats – we don’t like any pets at all. 
You’re not allowed to have food and 
animals together like that, are you? 
Sounds utterly repulsive to us. 

Richard III’s Reburial
He was a Catholic, so why have the 
Church of England got him? Also, 
why on earth has he been buried 
in Leicester? It might have been 
important when he died, but it’s not 
very important now. What have they 
got except a space centre, a soon-to-be 
second tier football team and crisps?

The Eclipse
Useless! If you didn’t have special 
effects glasses then you couldn’t watch 
it. We had one man who was coming up 
and down our entry asking, “Is it there 
yet?” Then when it was finally here, 
he was on the toilet. The one sixteen 
years ago was much better. We were in 
Lincolnshire for that.

Find out what’s been going off 
around and about the citeh over 
the past month...

PUTTING WORDS IN THEIR PLACE
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Upstairs, downstairs…
Broadway, by day

Alfie Wright
flickr: alfie2902

The Fabric of Nottingham
Marching down the aisle for Indie 
Fashion Week.

Marcus Holdsworth
marcusholdsworth.co.uk



Pegasus Impressed
Check out his 12by12 challenge 
on Flickr.

Miles Winterburn
flickr: mileswinterburn

The Enchanted Forest
Who’s that bloke with a pointy hat in the background? 
Not a bloody Yorkshireman, that’s for sure.

Steve Hudson
flickr: cosygreeneyes

The Other Trent Bridge
Light as a cricket.

Darren Cowley
flickr: Darren Cowley
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The Barnum Meserve have been turning the faces of Nottingham 
inside out with epic pop-edged rock tunes that instigate power vocal 
miming from anyone lucky enough to get a tab in. With a couple of EPs and 
an album under their belts, the trio’s poignant melodies and robust vocals 
strike the perfect balance. We got them to put down their instruments so 
they could answer our questions in photographic form...

The Barnum Meserve’s self-titled debut album is released on 34D Records on Monday 6 April 2015.

facebook.com/thebarnummeserve



SAT 30 MAY 2015 / COLWICK COUNTRY PARK / NOTTINGHAM

TICKETS NOW ON SALE: DETONATEEVENTS.COM

 /DETONATEUK      @DETONATEUK      @DETONATEUK      @DETONATE_UK

NAS PERFORMS ILLMATIC
SUB FOCUS / SIGMA / WILKINSON LIVE / SKEPTA

ÂME / DUSKY / ZOMBY / MSSINGNO 
DAVID RODIGAN / SHY FX / RONI SIZE: REPRAZENT

CAMO & KROOKED / PREDITAH
CALYX & TEEBEE / MIKE SKINNER / DJ HYPE
ZED BIAS PRESENTS MADD AGAIN / KOWTON

CAUSE & AFFECT / ICICLE ENTROPY LIVE

DUB PHIZIX & STRATEGY / MUMDANCE & NOVELIST
DJ MARKY / CONGO NATTY / HAZARD / S.P.Y

KLASHNEKOFF PERFORMS THE SAGAS
YOUNGSTA HISTORY SET / SCORZAYZEE

THE SQUARE / MELLA DEE / MR MITCH
+ LOADS MORE TBA
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Rising from the ashes 
of Souvaris, Cantaloupe have not only an 
EP and a 12” of zesty krauty disco pop to their name, but 
they’ve just released their debut album on Hello Thor records. 
We pulled up a chair with their keyboardist John ‘Simmo’ 
Simpson to talk about their new record, the difficulties of 
being in a band while holding down a full-time job, and 
nineties chatlines…
 
The Tories are back in power and a lot of your peers are making dour punk records about 
poverty and failure. Zoetrope is the opposite of that – it’s colourful and hopeful. Was that 
deliberate? Is this your Giorgio Moroder ft Donna Summers record for the difficult times 
we’re living in?
I worked out years ago that if I’m depressed and I try to express how bad I feel in a song it 
just makes me feel worse, so I started writing music that cheered me up. I love joyous music 
and I love art that expresses joy. A lot of the time there’s this really strange assumption that 
art that explores negative emotions, such as depression, is more valid somehow and I really 
don’t like that. That’s why I enjoy exploring positivity in music. That said, these are shit 
times and I do spend a lot of time worrying about that so when it came to writing the lyrics 
for the record they ended up being about how shit it is working a job. Writing a positive 
melody seems like a good way of cheering myself up, but writing a positive lyric just felt 
like a lie.
 
The record has an almost pan-European quality to it…
It’s wasn’t a conscious decision. I really like music that has a regional or national identity. 
Obviously Sleaford Mods have that really distinct East Midlands identity. A lot of my favourite 
bands are very much of a time and a place and expressing a feeling about the culture of that 
time. I’d like to make music like that but it just doesn’t come out of me naturally. I’ve never 
really managed to find a distinctive British voice or anything like that.
 
One of the big departures for Cantaloupe was the inclusion of vocalists on this record…   
I wanted to be a singer when I was fifteen, like most people, and then I tried it and found 
I wasn’t very comfortable with it. I ended up in instrumental bands by accident rather 
than design – I would be lying if I said that I intended to make predominantly instrumental 
music in the last two bands I’ve been in – but I found I really enjoyed it. I like exploring stuff 
instrumentally, but over the last few years I’ve increasingly wanted to go back to doing 
something with lyrics and vocals. 
 
What zoetrope animation do you think would sum up Cantaloupe?
It would be a loop of going to work but with the full gamut of going to work emotions from 
“I’m really excited about this day” to “I really don’t want to do this day.” The album’s 
title comes from the idea of a circular existence. When you’re young, you hopefully have 
boundless optimism, you’re aware of all these possibilities and you have all these ambitions. 
Then in your twenties you embrace an existence of working in a shitty temp job: you make 
enough to pay the bills, go out to as many gigs as possible, spend as much time making 
music as you want, spend as much time drinking and seeing friends as you want and go 
to work with a hangover the next day, but just about being able to cope because you’re 
still young.

As time marches on you start thinking, “Maybe I should get a more secure job, maybe I 
should settle down with this great person I’ve met.” All these wonderful things come out 
of that, but one thing that is really noticeable is that things become more based on routine. 
I love and hate that routine. It’s amazing to have my own house and my wife and my cat. 
The aspect of it I find really tricky is that the amount of things that are possible, that list has 
shrunk quite a lot. You can no longer be like “I’m having a really good time with my friend, 
I’ve just had my third pint, I’m just going to go for it.” That idea just doesn’t happen and 
the zoetrope idea is about that. It’s specifically about life being cyclical and feeling quite 
trapped, and the escape from that being the magical aspect of music that takes you off to 
other places. I love the fact that the zoetrope is cyclical. It does the same thing again and 
again but it’s also magical. That’s where it came from.
 
There’s a track on the album called Ian Whitehead. Who is Ian Whitehead?
A very beautiful man. He was the bassist in our old band Souvaris, which Dave, Aaron and 
I played in for thirteen years. We absolutely love Ian. He’s a wonderful man; he’s a great 
eccentric and just a pure soul. When we used to write songs in Souvaris I would often write 
quite upbeat riffs and he would reject them for being too ‘breezy’. “It’s just too breezy” that 
was always his phrase. When I wrote the riff for Ian Whitehead I thought, “that is really 
fucking breezy” so it’s an affectionate tribute to Ian – and we also knew it would slightly 
annoy him.      
 
You’re a former employee of the Thompson Bros. Have they heard the record yet?
I’ve sent them a copy. I did consider pitching it to LeftLion that they do the review. It’ll 
probably be three months before they get round to hearing it, though.
 
You’ve been making music independently for the past fifteen years. What are some of the 
big changes you’ve noticed over that time?
There are three big ones. Myself and most of my friends find making music increasingly hard, 
and by that I don’t mean the writing of the songs or the desire to do it, I mean the getting 
out there, finding shows, finding the time to do it, finding the right platform. There are a few 
different factors that affect me. One is “I’m getting old” – I’m 33, I’m a teacher, I have to be in 

bed by 10:30pm ideally. I’ve 
got a lot of work on and that obviously makes 
making music harder. The other aspect is the relentless promotional stuff 
you have to do on Twitter and Facebook to keep on people’s radars and your head above 
water. You’ve got to have something to sell, something to tweet about, and something to 
say constantly. The amount of work that is completely extracurricular and separate from the 
actual act of writing a song and playing a show these days has exploded. I think people of 
my age often think “Jesus, why have I got to tweet about this?!” The last thing is a general 
atmosphere in the country now among left-leaning adults that is pretty miserable. Working 
in the public sector is pretty miserable. There’s generally a bad feeling among a lot of my 
friends these days about the way things are. So all of those things combine to create this 
‘struggle’ and I don’t know the dominant factor affecting things or whether I’m lumping 
things together unnecessarily.
 
It strikes me now more than ever that if you’re not young and middle class then you’re
a bit screwed. Do you feel you’ll be able to strike the work-life balance to get your music 
out there? 
This is the first record I’ve made where I’ve thought, “This might appeal to someone, this 
could get played on the radio and maybe more than forty people might want to see us play 
live at a time.” I am quite ambitious in that sense. I’d like to play to bigger audiences, I’d like 
to travel a bit further and get radio play because I like the songs and I want people to hear 
them, so I’m willing to promote this record much harder than I’ve done before. This is the 
first time I’ve thought about being really proactive. That Twitter account I made three years 
ago, I’m going to use it (laughs). We’re going to get some actual press shots done rather than 
using a photo of the four of us pissed outside a venue at two in the morning. Now I’m doing it 
properly, that’s two to three hours a day! Then when you tie that into having a job, where the 
fuck do you find time to write a song? What I’m saying is everything is radically different to 
what it was ten years ago. I’m totally unsold that it’s better or worse. It’s more egalitarian in 
that it’s easier to access but it’s more labour intensive. 
 
Do you feel that people care less about music because it’s easier to access? Is it easier for 
people to dispose of music far quicker because of the ease of hearing it now?
Yeah, I’ve certainly noticed it with the students that I teach. The way they access music is 
incredibly fast and I think that part of it is that they’re able to pass on things much quicker 
than we could. Their brains are really good at multi-tasking. They can pick something apart 
way quicker than we could but part of it is to skip over it: give it thirty seconds and skip 
forward. I had a student a couple of years ago who was getting into a lot of the music I like, 
so I did that dreadfully corny thing of saying “Hey, let’s talk about music, you should check 
this record out” and he asked me about post-rock and he said he’d heard of Mogwai so I 
suggested a few bands that I thought he’d like. The next day he said, “I listened to that 
band you recommended, quite liked them, I listened to them too, all three albums, they were 
alright, listened to that band, they were amazing and that band were shit.” He’d evaluated 
fifteen years of post-rock overnight. Then he said “I’ve heard krautrock’s pretty interesting, 
what can you tell me about that?” 
 
How would you explain 0891 50 50 50 to a student who is not old enough to remember the 
chat line advert?               
The thing I really like about that song is that everyone of a certain age gets the reference. 
The guys from Zun Zun Egui stayed over so I gave them a copy of the record and one of them 
was reading the track listing and he said “0891 50 50 50? I can hear someone shouting the 
fifties. Was that a late night TV advert?” I don’t know how I’d explain that to my students. Do 
you have chat lines these days? It’s all web now right?
 
That track was probably the most directly influenced by anything on the record. I really love 
a guy called Patrick Cowley – he did all the production and arrangement for Sylvester – an 
artist from the New York gay scene in the late seventies/early eighties who was a pioneer 
of electronic music. I just love the records that he made, they’re a really outward celebration 
of the culture of that time. Also Frankie Goes to Hollywood, Welcome to the Pleasure Dome, 
I was listening to that a lot too. 0891 50 50 50 is basically a direct celebration of that kind of 
music which was just really euphoric and really exciting, and it’s a celebration of that time 
and place. It’s the gayest thing I could write as a straight man.
 
Are you hoping to play any festivals?
We’re trying but I don’t know how you do that. I feel like to get on those line-ups you almost 
have to be in this free Masonic club: you’ve got to know the right handshake and then I 
realised that knowing the right handshake is having loads of money and paying someone to 
be a festival pimper and knowing the right people.
 
What is the laziest comparison you’ve heard from a hack trying to describe Cantaloupe?
Daft Punk. I do like Daft Punk but I think it’s an easy reference point from anyone who doesn’t 
know much about electronic music. One we get a lot is ‘retro-futurist’ and I don’t really know 
what that means. Well I’ve got an inkling of what that means but it’s not how I think about 
how I want to make music. I don’t think “Hey, I want to make old music that sounds like
new music.”
 
Zoetrope, the debut album from Cantaloupe, is out now via Hello Thor.

Cantaloupe album launch with support from Galaxians and Blunt Mountains, The Chameleon, 
Saturday 18 April 2015.
 

cantaloupe.bandcamp.com

words: James Finlayphotos: Leigh Beard



leftlion.co.uk/issue66   13leftlion.co.uk/issue66   13

        Writing a positive 
melody seems like a good 
way of cheering yourself 
up, but writing a positive 
lyric just feels like a lie.

        I love the fact 
that the zoetrope is 
cyclical. It does the 
same thing again and 
again but it’s also 
magical. 



Inspired by a spot of dogsitting and the realisation of the social bond that comes with having a hound, sculptor 
Tom Hackett’s current exhibition sees many a rubber dog in a wheelbarrow. To accompany it, he produced a newspaper 
containing some of these shaggy dog story snippets he gained from his walks. We caught him on the blower to find out 
what he’s been on with…

How did you first get into art?
I came from a family that didn’t really see much point in 
art, they were much more pragmatic than that. I started off 
doing a business studies course in Sheffield, but I was in a 
shared house with a bunch of people doing fine art and my 
eyes opened. I thought, “Bloody hell, this is good. You get 
to play in the world.” So I dropped out to go to art college. I 
guess I was doing totally the wrong thing, but when you’re 
younger you just don’t know where to go. You can suddenly 
become aware of a wonderful world of things that are useful 
but beautiful too. 

        Art shouldn’t try to be all 
things to all people – that just 
becomes McDonald’s food crap. 
Was sculpting something that developed for you?
I was doing some fairly crap paintings, but I didn’t realise. 
You have to find some critical distance to realise it’s really 
not up to much. Luckily, there was something quite physical 
about what I was doing, and there was a teacher, Maurice 
Blik – a sculptor and very lovely man – who asked if I’d done 
sculpture. I gave it a go and the minute I started, I knew that 
was what I had to do. Sometimes all it takes is one person 
saying, “Hey, look over there” and you realise that that’s the 
place you need to be. 

Do you think your art is accessible?
What I do is generally friendly but, from a creative point of 
view, you can only make the work you have to make. It’s 
okay for me because what I do engages with people – my 
own philosophy is to make work that’s open to dialogue 
both within the art world and outside of it. I’m quite 
fortunate because of that, but I could easily have been doing 
something inaccessible, and those ideas are still very valid. 
Art shouldn’t try to be all things to all people – that just 
becomes McDonald’s food crap. 

Some of your work, like the pile of rubber shoes, gives me 
the willies. Is that the desired effect?
I collected and copied lost, individual shoes while I was 
wandering around a lake in France. There was a deliberate 
consideration of how things are dislocated – the emotive 
response might feel a bit odd. That’s the effect because of 
the inevitable emptiness associated with a mass of stuff 
and its sinister, uncanny references. Compared to the dogs, 
that work is a less joyous piece. If you get a lot of things 
that have been abandoned and give them a flesh-like quality, 
it’s gonna be a little bit creepy, so that’s okay. It means 
it’s working.

How do you feel about people touching your work?
With the dog piece, people stroke it, kids hug it. Unless 
you took a Stanley knife or a blow torch to it, you can’t 
do much damage – it’s a fairly robust thing. I’ve 
done work in the past that’s been made out 
of brittle materials and people could break 
it. I’ve always made things that people 
want to poke, prod and touch. There’s 
a difference between someone 
touching things in an interested 
way and in a destructive way. It 
depends where you put it too. If 
you put it in a park, people will 
definitely touch it.

What’s your creative process, 
and what’s your favourite part?
Something will spark a thought 
– that’s really lovely because 
you never know what your next 
move is. Then you work out 
whether it’s going to be good or
crap – the sifting process, which 
takes some time. The next bit is

getting someone to sort the budget and venue, which is less 
enjoyable and requires a different skillset. Starting to do it is 
nice, but then there’s a lot of hard work and dull, repetitive 
processes. It goes from interesting, to persuasive, to almost 
factory work, then there’s the lovely bit where you put it 
out there. It’s only when it actually lands that you can see 
whether it works or not. Then you say goodbye to it, after 
hatching a real thing in the real world.

You use the written word in 3D form quite consistently, 
what drives that?
Language is a wonderful thing but it’s only ever an 
approximation. When we speak to someone, we hope their 
idea of what the word and sound means will connect – it’s a 
structure that’s been invented to help us talk about things. 
Sculpture means physicality you can hold and walk around. 
It becomes something in the world. Even though speech and 
writing is incredibly powerful, it’s refers to another thing 
rather than being the thing itself, so my work is about both 
the limitations and nature of language, and the translation 
into something with more of an essence. I like the idea 
of putting something more concrete into the world with 
language. I’m exploring both the 
wonder and inadequacies of it.

Did you have any particularly 
interesting dog conversations?
A lot of them were really banal, 
but that’s interesting in itself. 
If I walk down my local street 
in Mapperley, I’ll have a 
chat with Edmond on the 
corner, or the lady at the 
greengrocers, and it 
isn’t a deep, complex 
conversation, but 
chat like that acts as 
a glue in society. One 
of the most touching, 
powerful things 
someone said was 
“Are you a dog lover, 
or do you just like

 

dogs?” She was fishing to see whether I was one of them, or 
an imposter. I was an imposter. Dogs are alright, interesting 
things, but I’m not a dog owner – I was dogsitting. There 
were some more daft and absurd things, like the woman 
whose dog used to attack her, so her mum would bring her 
tea upstairs. It’s more about the idea of what makes people 
talk – how do we connect with people? If you have a dog, 
dog folk talk to you. When I had a dog it was enough to make 
me approachable to them.

The repetition you use is reminiscent of the pop art era. 
What’s your opinion on the mass production of art?
I’m interested in objects and forms that don’t have an 
implicit ego within them. I would never want to work with 
bronze, for example, it’s too close to the historic hierarchical 
pyramid. I like ordinary stuff. There is a false distinction 
between the manufactured and the handmade – most 
things are handmade before they’re mass-produced. There’s 
always someone who creates the prototype – even the first 
nuclear bomb. 

There’s a lot of sentimental baggage tied up with the 
personalised. People think there’s a uniqueness, but we have 
a lot more in common with each other than differences. Most 
Nottingham people will do similar things at different points 
in their lives. Art reflects the world we live in – there’s a 
huge change in modern times because of plastic and nylons. 
I like the bright yellows and pinks because they reflect the 
modern world of today – I want to make work that feels part 
of the moment.

        I’ve always made things 
that people want to poke, prod 
and touch.
Do you cast or mould all the sculptures yourself or do you 
have a team helping you?
Most of the stuff I do myself. I like the idea of making stuff 
that looks mass-produced but isn’t. I like playing around 
with the semantics of the objects. Part of it is an economic 
thing, but I like doing stuff. I like to make. Even when it’s 
boring, a pleasure comes out of that boredom.

What’s the most beautiful thing you own?
I wouldn’t say beautiful, but there are things that give 
me enormous pleasure. I have a Chinese waving cat – not 
beautiful but it makes me smile. There’s also a stuffed 
Yorkshire Terrier in a glass case that was a wedding present. 
I love it because I couldn’t have predicted it. I’ve got some 
nice artworks too. My wife’s just walked in the room and 
smiled, she’s lovely.

You also review exhibitions. What type of thing floats 
your boat?
I want to feel an energy shift, not something that’s trying 
too hard to be clever – there’s lots of art that’s very well 
informed, but it’s trying too hard and becomes deceptively 
simple. It can be quite reduced, but really gets you. I look 
for pieces that entice you, that are outwardly quite simple. 
It’s what makes you stop. Writing about work forces you 
to interrogate why you’ve been bewitched. I want to write 
about work that grabs me, to celebrate it and to make 
sense of it.

Owt else you want to say?
Come and have a look at the exhibition and grab a 
newspaper. It’s a great space in Rufford Park. I’ve always 
been a fan of exhibiting in a public place – it’s my aim to be 
in the world rather than outside of it.

Shaggy Dog Stories, The Orangery, Rufford Park, Friday 3 
April - Sunday 24 May 2015.

tomhackett.org
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You have to find some critical distance to realise it’s really 
not up to much. Luckily, there was something quite physical 
about what I was doing, and there was a teacher, Maurice 
Blik – a sculptor and very lovely man – who asked if I’d done 
sculpture. I gave it a go and the minute I started, I knew that 
was what I had to do. Sometimes all it takes is one person 
saying, “Hey, look over there” and you realise that that’s the 
place you need to be. 

Do you think your art is accessible?
What I do is generally friendly but, from a creative point of 
view, you can only make the work you have to make. It’s 
okay for me because what I do engages with people – my 
own philosophy is to make work that’s open to dialogue 
both within the art world and outside of it. I’m quite 
fortunate because of that, but I could easily have been doing 
something inaccessible, and those ideas are still very valid. 
Art shouldn’t try to be all things to all people – that just 
becomes McDonald’s food crap. 

Some of your work, like the pile of rubber shoes, gives me 
the willies. Is that the desired effect?
I collected and copied lost, individual shoes while I was 
wandering around a lake in France. There was a deliberate 
consideration of how things are dislocated – the emotive 
response might feel a bit odd. That’s the effect because of 
the inevitable emptiness associated with a mass of stuff 
and its sinister, uncanny references. Compared to the dogs, 
that work is a less joyous piece. If you get a lot of things 
that have been abandoned and give them a flesh-like quality, 
it’s gonna be a little bit creepy, so that’s okay. It means 

How do you feel about people touching your work?
With the dog piece, people stroke it, kids hug it. Unless 
you took a Stanley knife or a blow torch to it, you can’t 
do much damage – it’s a fairly robust thing. I’ve 
done work in the past that’s been made out 
of brittle materials and people could break 
it. I’ve always made things that people 
want to poke, prod and touch. There’s 
a difference between someone 
touching things in an interested 
way and in a destructive way. It 
depends where you put it too. If 
you put it in a park, people will 
definitely touch it.

What’s your creative process, 
and what’s your favourite part?
Something will spark a thought 
– that’s really lovely because 
you never know what your next 
move is. Then you work out 
whether it’s going to be good or
crap – the sifting process, which 
takes some time. The next bit is

into something with more of an essence. I like the idea 
of putting something more concrete into the world with 
language. I’m exploring both the 
wonder and inadequacies of it.

Did you have any particularly 
interesting dog conversations?
A lot of them were really banal, 
but that’s interesting in itself. 
If I walk down my local street 
in Mapperley, I’ll have a 
chat with Edmond on the 
corner, or the lady at the 
greengrocers, and it 
isn’t a deep, complex 
conversation, but 
chat like that acts as 
a glue in society. One 
of the most touching, 
powerful things 
someone said was 
“Are you a dog lover, 
or do you just like

There’s a lot of sentimental baggage tied up with the 
personalised. People think there’s a uniqueness, but we have 
a lot more in common with each other than differences. Most 
Nottingham people will do similar things at different points 
in their lives. Art reflects the world we live in – there’s a 
huge change in modern times because of plastic and nylons. 
I like the bright yellows and pinks because they reflect the 
modern world of today – I want to make work that feels part 
of the moment.

        I’ve always made things 
that people want to poke, prod 
and touch.
Do you cast or mould all the sculptures yourself or do you 
have a team helping you?
Most of the stuff I do myself. I like the idea of making stuff 
that looks mass-produced but isn’t. I like playing around 
with the semantics of the objects. Part of it is an economic 
thing, but I like doing stuff. I like to make. Even when it’s 
boring, a pleasure comes out of that boredom.

What’s the most beautiful thing you own?
I wouldn’t say beautiful, but there are things that give 
me enormous pleasure. I have a Chinese waving cat – not 
beautiful but it makes me smile. There’s also a stuffed 
Yorkshire Terrier in a glass case that was a wedding present. 
I love it because I couldn’t have predicted it. I’ve got some 
nice artworks too. My wife’s just walked in the room and 
smiled, she’s lovely.

You also review exhibitions. What type of thing floats 
your boat?
I want to feel an energy shift, not something that’s trying 
too hard to be clever – there’s lots of art that’s very well 
informed, but it’s trying too hard and becomes deceptively 
simple. It can be quite reduced, but really gets you. I look 
for pieces that entice you, that are outwardly quite simple. 
It’s what makes you stop. Writing about work forces you 
to interrogate why you’ve been bewitched. I want to write 
about work that grabs me, to celebrate it and to make 
sense of it.

Owt else you want to say?
Come and have a look at the exhibition and grab a 
newspaper. It’s a great space in Rufford Park. I’ve always 
been a fan of exhibiting in a public place – it’s my aim to be 
in the world rather than outside of it.

Shaggy Dog Stories, The Orangery, Rufford Park, Friday 3 
April - Sunday 24 May 2015.
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For just £2 per person* (instead of £3.50), you can travel to and from your show, match or concert 
as well as make additional journeys during the daytime when attending the venues above.

The Bay Rugby Ground

Lakeside Arts Theatre Nottingham Playhouse Royal Concert Hall Trent Bridge Cricket Ground
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Unlimited Bus Travel for £2*
Visit selected venues and get

Great events. Cheaper Travel.



The Music Exchange
A stage will be set up outside the shop 
hosting live performances from Kagoule, 
Milky Wimpshake, and Debris Slide, 
who all have RSD releases, plus Last 
Sons (Duke Zero-One/Furious P) and 
ExtnddNtwrk (Sleaford Mods). There will 
be DJ sets from Roj Stevens (Broadcast), 
Hemulen Soundz and Krautlounge. They’ll 
be letting their hair down with Cantaloupe 
at The Chameleon in the evening. More acts 
to be confirmed.

Pendulum
Special offers that will only be available 
on the day with an event planned in the 
evening (unconfirmed at time of press). 
Hosting a ‘celebration of vinyl’ on 
Sunday 19 April at Suede Bar involving 
a number of local DJs and giving the 
opportunity for people to have a look at 
any remaining Record Store Day titles.
 

Plates and Mimm
Plates will have DJs and, as well as 
a few RSD releases in stock, they’ll 
have some new releases coming out 
especially for the day. Mimm on Broad 
Street will be hosting DJs on rotation 
all day, with free giveaways and 
some prime cuts from the Plates 
shelves up for sale. In the evening 
there will be a ‘Plates x Mimm’ 
takeover at The I Club.

Rough Trade
Their first RSD in Notts, the store has 
teamed up with The Music Exchange 
for a full day, starting with breakfast 
being served in the bar before the record 
floor opens at 8am. From 11am until 2am 
there will be a host of DJs and in-store 
performances including guest artists for 
the RSD ‘Wrap Party’. 
 

Originally conceived in the 
US in 2007, Record Store 
Day made its way across 
the Atlantic a year later. At 
its best, it’s a celebration of 
independent record stores in 
our local community. At its 
worst, it’s an opportunity for 
the major labels to flog their 
back catalogue at inflated 
prices and for flippers to 
camp outside stores, ready 
to flood eBay hours later 
with their RSD purchases at 
ridiculous prices.

Vinyl sales are currently in rude health 
and, as if to emphasise this, Nottingham 
will have four record stores taking part 
in RSD15. They’ll be stocking official RSD 
releases, while using the day as an excuse 
to have a bit of a party.
 
Always happy to big up the finest 
independents, we thought we’d use this 
opportunity to chat to one of the oldest 
record stores in Nottingham and one of the 
freshest on the block…

words: Paul Klotschkow
illustration: Raph Achache

Pendulum’s Scott Walters
 
Tell us a bit of history about the stall?
Pendulum is a local, independent indoor 
market stall and has been trading in the 
Victoria Market in the Victoria Centre for 38 
years. I took over from the much-loved Mick 
Wyatt when he retired in 2013.   
 
How did you end up running it?
A friend was buying an Eminem CD on the 
stall and spotted the ‘for sale’ sign. Mick 
had a passion for it, having started out 
with his shop Sweet Music on Mapperley 
Top that sold sweets, toys and music. But 
aged 72 with some health problems, he was 
ready for a change.
 
What changes have you implemented 
since you took over?
The plan was always to re-introduce vinyl to 
the stall and I made the move sooner rather 
than later. We had no web presence at all 
so that was a priority. I’ve made a couple 
of cosmetic changes in order to bring the 
stall screaming out of the eighties, but that 
is still very much a work in process. Only 
last week we had a second piece of artwork 
done by Smallkid, a local artist. We have 
also started to provide a CD/DVD repair 
service and have a few more things in 
the pipeline.
 
Why type of music do you sell?
As many genres as we can, but we’re 
limited by space. We have a very 

large selection of forties, fifties and sixties 
music, and even some music hall that is 
still incredibly popular. Irish, country and 
western, a little blues, jazz and urban all 
have a place on my stall. We also take pride 
in our Motown, northern soul and reggae 
sections. We have a fantastic relationship 
with Kemet FM. We have a huge selection 
of reggae 7” vinyl that we imported from 
Germany. We dabble in some of the popular 
chart artists at the moment but with the 
space constraints, we cannot stock them all.
 
What will you be doing on RSD?
This will be our second year of being 
involved. We’ll be stocking more titles and 
bigger quantities. All our current vinyl titles 
will be discounted on the day too. We are 
working in conjunction with Tracey’s Café 
to make sure our queuing customers are fed 
and watered while they wait.
 
Do you have any fond memories of 
shopping in record stores?
Selectadisc was awesome. Standing in 
the queue while grasping rare white label 
jungle vinyl desperate to try them out on 
their decks. One day we will replicate that 
environment. 
 
231 - 232 Victoria Market, NG1 3PS
 

pendulumrecords.co.uk

Twitter
All four stores will be running 
#RSDnotts using the hashtag when a 
record sells out so that customers have 
a better idea of who has what before 
they leg it across Nottingham.

Record Store Day takes place on 
Saturday 18 April 2015.
 

recordstoreday.co.uk

Plates Records’ Nick Strang

Where did you get the idea of opening a 
record store?
I got heavily into records when I was 
at university in Nottingham. After 
graduating and moving, I found that 
Nottingham, in retrospect, had very few 
places to dig for music on vinyl during 
the years I spent there. I always knew 
I'd return and I'm happy to do so with my 
good friend Ralph, who shares the vision 
and is firmly dedicated to the cause of 
positive music. 
 
Does the store have a particular ethos?
There are plenty of so-called record shops 
out there covering multiple angles to 
reach mass appeal. We have no interest 
in doing so. Our overriding passion is the 
music so we only stock and showcase 
what we consider to be the best.

Why should we shop at your store?
We hand-pick our stock, travelling across 
the country to record shops or private 
lock-ups, and hopefully that’s evident in 
our selection – we’re trying to steer clear 
of superficial engagement with music. 
We’re also here to support local artists 
long-term and will strive to do that for 
people who share a similar ethos.

 

Are there opportunities for local 
artists and labels to have their 
products stocked?
Definitely. Nottingham’s musicians are 
fantastic. We currently stock music from 
local labels like Jungle Cat and I Own 
You Records, as well as independent 
bands like The Madeline Rust who will 
be performing in our space in the coming 
months. We also work with a fantastic 
independent music studio and events 
space, JT Soar, who showcase the best 
local DIY bands and keep us on track with 
that side of things.
 
What are the challenges you face?
Getting people to walk from town to the 
other side of the Broadmarsh Centre.
 
What does the future hold for the store?
More events, more independent music 
and our own in-house label and releases. 
We are also going to be getting into 
physical production in a way, an exciting 
announcement will be revealed on Record 
Store Day.
 
4 Wilford Street, NG2 1AA
 

platesrecords.co.uk

The Music Exchange
A stage will be set up outside the shop 
hosting live performances from Kagoule, 
Milky Wimpshake, and Debris Slide, 
who all have RSD releases, plus Last 
Sons (Duke Zero-One/Furious P) and 
ExtnddNtwrk (Sleaford Mods). There will 
be DJ sets from Roj Stevens (Broadcast), 
Hemulen Soundz and Krautlounge. They’ll 
be letting their hair down with Cantaloupe 
at The Chameleon in the evening. More acts 
to be confirmed.

Pendulum
Special offers that will only be available 
on the day with an event planned in the 
evening (unconfirmed at time of press). 
Hosting a ‘celebration of vinyl’ on 
Sunday 19 April at Suede Bar involving 
a number of local DJs and giving the 
opportunity for people to have a look at 
any remaining Record Store Day titles.

Plates and Mimm
Plates will have DJs and, as well as 
a few RSD releases in stock, they’ll 
have some new releases coming out 
especially for the day. Mimm on Broad 
Street will be hosting DJs on rotation 
all day, with free giveaways and 
some prime cuts from the Plates 
shelves up for sale. In the evening 
there will be a ‘Plates x Mimm’ 
takeover at The I Club.

Rough Trade
Their first RSD in Notts, the store has 
teamed up with The Music Exchange 
for a full day, starting with breakfast 
being served in the bar before the record 
floor opens at 8am. From 11am until 2am 
there will be a host of DJs and in-store 
performances including guest artists for 
the RSD ‘Wrap Party’. 

Originally conceived in the Originally conceived in the 
US in 2007, Record Store 
Day made its way across 
the Atlantic a year later. At 
its best, it’s a celebration of 
independent record stores in 
our local community. At its 
worst, it’s an opportunity for 
the major labels to flog their 
back catalogue at inflated 
prices and for flippers to 
camp outside stores, ready 
to flood eBay hours later 
with their RSD purchases at 
ridiculous prices.

Vinyl sales are currently in rude health 
and, as if to emphasise this, Nottingham 
will have four record stores taking part will have four record stores taking part 
in RSD15. They’ll be stocking official RSD in RSD15. They’ll be stocking official RSD 
releases, while using the day as an excuse releases, while using the day as an excuse 
to have a bit of a party.

Always happy to big up the finest 
independents, we thought we’d use this 
opportunity to chat to one of the oldest 
record stores in Nottingham and one of the 
freshest on the block…

Pendulum’s Scott Walters

Tell us a bit of history about the stall?
Pendulum is a local, independent indoor 
market stall and has been trading in the 
Victoria Market in the Victoria Centre for 38 
years. I took over from the much-loved Mick 
Wyatt when he retired in 2013.   

How did you end up running it?
A friend was buying an Eminem CD on the 
stall and spotted the ‘for sale’ sign. Mick 
had a passion for it, having started out 
with his shop Sweet Music on Mapperley 
Top that sold sweets, toys and music. But 
aged 72 with some health problems, he was 
ready for a change.

What changes have you implemented 
since you took over?
The plan was always to re-introduce vinyl to 
the stall and I made the move sooner rather 
than later. We had no web presence at all 
so that was a priority. I’ve made a couple 
of cosmetic changes in order to bring the 
stall screaming out of the eighties, but that 
is still very much a work in process. Only 
last week we had a second piece of artwork 
done by Smallkid, a local artist. We have 
also started to provide a CD/DVD repair 
service and have a few more things in 
the pipeline.

Why type of music do you sell?
As many genres as we can, but we’re 
limited by space. We have a very 

large selection of forties, fifties and sixties 
music, and even some music hall that is 
still incredibly popular. Irish, country and 
western, a little blues, jazz and urban all 
have a place on my stall. We also take pride 
in our Motown, northern soul and reggae 
sections. We have a fantastic relationship 
with Kemet FM. We have a huge selection 
of reggae 7” vinyl that we imported from 
Germany. We dabble in some of the popular 
chart artists at the moment but with the 
space constraints, we cannot stock them all.

What will you be doing on RSD?
This will be our second year of being 
involved. We’ll be stocking more titles and 
bigger quantities. All our current vinyl titles 
will be discounted on the day too. We are 
working in conjunction with Tracey’s Café 
to make sure our queuing customers are fed 
and watered while they wait.

Do you have any fond memories of 
shopping in record stores?
Selectadisc was awesome. Standing in 
the queue while grasping rare white label 
jungle vinyl desperate to try them out on 
their decks. One day we will replicate that 
environment. 

231 - 232 Victoria Market, NG1 3PS

pendulumrecords.co.uk

Twitter
All four stores will be running 
#RSDnotts using the hashtag when a 
record sells out so that customers have 
a better idea of who has what before 
they leg it across Nottingham.they leg it across Nottingham.

Record Store Day takes place on Record Store Day takes place on 
Saturday 18 April 2015.

recordstoreday.co.uk

Plates Records’ Nick StrangPlates Records’ Nick Strang

Where did you get the idea of opening a 
record store?
I got heavily into records when I was 
at university in Nottingham. After 
graduating and moving, I found that 
Nottingham, in retrospect, had very few 
places to dig for music on vinyl during 
the years I spent there. I always knew 
I'd return and I'm happy to do so with my 
good friend Ralph, who shares the vision 
and is firmly dedicated to the cause of 
positive music. 

Does the store have a particular ethos?
There are plenty of so-called record shops 
out there covering multiple angles to 
reach mass appeal. We have no interest 
in doing so. Our overriding passion is the 
music so we only stock and showcase 
what we consider to be the best.

Why should we shop at your store?
We hand-pick our stock, travelling across 
the country to record shops or private 
lock-ups, and hopefully that’s evident in 
our selection – we’re trying to steer clear 
of superficial engagement with music. 
We’re also here to support local artists 
long-term and will strive to do that for 
people who share a similar ethos.

Are there opportunities for local Are there opportunities for local 
artists and labels to have their artists and labels to have their 
products stocked?
Definitely. Nottingham’s musicians are Definitely. Nottingham’s musicians are 
fantastic. We currently stock music from 
local labels like Jungle Cat and I Own 
You Records, as well as independent 
bands like The Madeline Rust who will 
be performing in our space in the coming 
months. We also work with a fantastic 
independent music studio and events 
space, JT Soar, who showcase the best 
local DIY bands and keep us on track with 
that side of things.

What are the challenges you face?
Getting people to walk from town to the 
other side of the Broadmarsh Centre.

What does the future hold for the store?
More events, more independent music 
and our own in-house label and releases. 
We are also going to be getting into 
physical production in a way, an exciting 
announcement will be revealed on Record 
Store Day.

4 Wilford Street, NG2 1AA

platesrecords.co.uk



Find Your Football at
Monday Night Football in the Square
30th March, 6th, 13th & 20th April

Kick-off 6pm 
Free activities, everyone welcome!



The late Nicola Ogrizovic embarked 
on quite the journey back in the day, 
from Brlog, Croatia (then Yugoslavia) 
to Nottingham. On 1 May, two of his 
grandsons, cousins Sam and Chris 
Ogrizovic, will set off from Mansfield for 
the land of their forefathers. Only they’ll 
be making the journey on foot and with 
£20 in their pockets. We spoke to Sam to 
find out what it was all about. 
 
How did the idea to honour your grandfather with the 
walk come about?
Papa passed away last year after suffering with Alzheimer’s 
for some time. He was an amazing man with a great story 
- there was no better way to remember him than retracing 
his steps. Aged just fourteen, he was forced to flee his 
homeland, leaving his mother and sisters, having just seen 
his father executed by invading Nazis. 

What followed was a four-year journey that took him through 
forests, across borders and POW camps before arriving in
the UK where work had been promised. While it is an 
amazing story, the heartbreaking part is that he never 
returned to his village and never knew what happened to 
his family. My cousin and I plan to honour him by retracing 
his steps in a similarly arduous way, albeit a modern day 
equivalent. We have decided against the machine gun-filled 
departure, however.
 
Was anyone else in the family interested? Ogrizovic is a 
famous surname in these parts. Wasn't ex-CCFC keeper 
Uncle Steve, up for it? 
Yep, other members of the family were up for it, but we 
thought there wouldn’t be much leg room left if we brought 
them along. Also, there was a hoax a few years ago where 

somebody claimed he’d been kidnapped in Kazakhstan, so 
I would hate to tempt fate. Who knows? The Kazakhstanis 
might have a hatred of nineties English footballers. Joking 
aside, getting two of us from start to finish on the 1,500 mile 
journey will be hard enough, imagine if there were four more 
of us...
 
The journey itself: is there any planning or will it be 
entirely off-the-cuff? 
The only planning we are doing is in regards to the charity, 
the press and donations. A few people suggested contacting 
travel companies in advance, but that was hardly part of 
Papa’s script, so it will be entirely off-the-cuff. There’s no 
ideal route as such, and if we get dragged slightly out of our 
way but it’s taking us nearer to our destination, we will jump 
at the chance.

How long have you given yourself to complete it? Any 
wiggle room? 
We will have about nine days to complete the trip and get 
back to the airport. No wiggle room as flights are booked.

What's the significance of having £25 each for the journey? 
Is that an absolute rule or might you, if starving or cold, 
whip out a credit card? 
No, that’s a rule. There is nothing overly significant about 
that sum, other than the fact that it would be the modern day 
equivalent of what he would have had. In an ideal world, we 
won’t spend anything other than maybe a celebratory drink 
when we arrive. Although, looking on Google Earth, Brlog 
isn’t exactly the Vegas of Croatia.

Will you have mobile phones? Or is that too much of 
a luxury? 
Mobile phones are a must. We’ll be recording a video blog 
and doing regular check-in calls with local radio stations. 
Although the videos will rely on us getting good Wi-Fi 
coverage as I’m certainly not paying roaming charges. Part 
of my blagging strategy is the offer of tweets to companies 
or individuals that help us along the way - not that Papa had 
that. He was more of a MySpace man.

What do you think will be the most significant obstacles 
and dangers?
There may be some. The final stretch in Croatia will see us 
retrace his steps through the forest that saw him escape 
advancing soldiers. Another risk is land mines left from the 
various wars. I keep winding my wife up about the film 
Hostel, but I’m sure there are easier targets than us two.

Are your loved ones 100% happy with this? 
Yes on the charity front, but I know my wife is somewhat 
concerned about it.
 
Which charity is it for and what are your funding targets? 
It is for the Alzheimer’s Society, who have been great in 
supporting us. We aim to raise £5k, which is steep but, with 
your kind readers, that should be a doddle.
 
Is there anyone to meet you at the other end in Croatia? Is 
there any awareness of what you're doing over there? 
Not yet, but that isn’t a bad idea. Although I’d hate some 
local farmer to come back and claim compensation for an 
apple Papa stole on his way out a few years ago, so we 
might have to slip under the radar.

What will you do when you get there? 
The plan is to plant a tree in memory of Papa and the family. 
We’ll take a few photos and I think Chris has organised a 
translator to meet us there. We will probably speak to some 
of the locals, then try to get back to the airport.
 
What do you think Papa's advice to you for the journey 
would be? 
“Avoid the M25 at rush hour.” Seriously, I think he would be 
very humbled and would advise us to stick together, stay out 
of trouble and have a beer on him when we get there.

To donate, text ‘OGGY66’ followed by £5/£10/£20 to 70070 or 
go to the Papa’s Journey website. 

papasjourney.com

words: Scott Oliver
illustration: Raphael Achache
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To some of us, Slavomir Rawicz (1 September 1915 – 5 April 2004) will be remembered as the technician on the architectural 
ceramics course at Nottingham Trent, back when it was a Poly. For readers, he is the voice of The Long Walk, an incredible 
adventure tale that saw him escape a Russian Gulag camp in 1941, and trek 4,000 miles to freedom. To others, his story is pure 
fabrication. But we’ll deal with the complexities of truth in a bit...
Rawicz’s ghost-written memoir has shifted half a million copies 
worldwide, making him a worthy topic for our UNESCO City of 
Literature feature, but today we’re celebrating him because he 
was Polish. With the threat of a UKIP/Conservative coalition on the 
horizon, it’s time we put immigration into context.

According to the 2011 Census, 12.7% of Nottingham’s population 
moved to the UK in the last ten years, compared to 7.0% nationally. 
In total, 19.5% of Nottingham’s population was born outside the 
UK, with Pakistan accounting for the highest proportion and 
Poland a close second. Half a million people in Britain speak 
Polish, making it the most commonly spoken non-native language. 
Polish migration has increased seven-fold since 2003 - hardly 
surprising given Poland joined the EU in 2004. But we need to 
pop back sixty years, to the end of World War II, to find the real 
reason these hardworking migrants were lured by our chip-littered 
shores.
 
After the fall of France in 1940, the exiled Polish Prime Minister 
and his government set up office in London, accompanied by 
20,000 soldiers and airmen. They were a powerful Allied force 
who accounted for 150,000 troops under the command of the 
British Army and represented the largest non-British group in the 
RAF during the Battle of Britain. Churchill was well impressed 
and vowed Britain would “never forget the debt they owe to 
the Polish” and pledged “citizenship and freedom of the British 
Empire” for all. Understandably, many didn’t want to return home 
to a Communist government and, after kicking up a stink, the 
Polish Resettlement Act 1947 was passed - the UK’s first mass 
immigration law. Now do the maths. As waves of immigration 
continued over the decades, a strong Polish community has 
developed, meaning our modern migrants aren’t just nipping over 
because we pay over double their minimum wage, but because 
the UK is where their family lives.  
 
Slavomir Rawicz married Marjorie Gregory in the year the Polish 
Resettlement Act was passed and eventually settled down in 
Sandiacre, where he became the proud father of five children 
and lived a relatively quiet life before passing away on 5 April 
2004. Prior to this, he was a young lieutenant in the Polish cavalry 
who was incarcerated in Siberian Labour Camp 303 in 1940 
because he spoke Russian and was therefore deemed a spy. 
There were so many of these camps during the Stalinist period 
that writer, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, described them as a “Gulag 
Archipelago”. At their peak, they accounted for roughly 
fourteen million captives.
 
After being unfairly imprisoned, forced to work gruelling shifts in 
inhumane conditions, and tortured by an interrogator who makes 
Mr Blonde in Reservoir Dogs look like Walter the Softy, Rawicz 
began planning his escape with six other prisoners. It would see 
them trek across the Gobi Desert, Tibet and the Himalayas before 
finally finding salvation in British India during the winter of 1942.

While in Tibet, Rawicz claims to have seen a yeti, which led to 
his story being mocked. But let’s put this into context. Rawicz’s 
long walk to freedom would see two escapees perish in brutal 
conditions, ranging from snow blizzards to blistering heat. Throw 
starvation, dehydration, fatigue, high altitude and grief into the 
equation, and it’s a wonder the world didn’t contort itself into 
something far more sinister. Given that it only takes a few weeks 
in the Big Brother house before ‘celebs’ start ramming bottles 
of wine up their fadge, let’s not be too quick to judge what 
deprivation can do to a person.   
 
A BBC documentary in 2006 questioned the validity of other 
aspects of Rawicz’s story. A report based on former Soviet records, 
including statements supposedly written by Rawicz himself, 
showed he’d been released as part of the 1942 general amnesty 
of Poles in the USSR, and had subsequently been transported to 
a refugee camp in Iran. Three years later, Witold Glinski came 
forward and claimed everything Rawicz’s had said was true 
except one crucial factor: it was Glinski’s story. Then, in 2011, 
Leszek Glinlecki accused Witold Glinski of being a fibber on the 
grounds they’d been classmates when the long walk happened. 

While all of this was going on, Linda Willis spent 
a decade thoroughly examining the facts and 
published Looking for Mr. Smith, which ironed 
out a lot of creases, but couldn’t say for certain 
that Rawicz’s story was untrue. Irrespective of 
what the friggin’ truth is, the ghost-written book 
has been translated into 25 languages and is one 
of the greatest adventure stories ever told. The 
public like a good yarn.
 
It’s most likely that Rawicz’s story is a 
composite of other stories, and there’s quite a 
few to choose from. Stalin was responsible for 
more deaths than Hitler, and it’s been estimated 
by British historian Norman Davies that he’s 
accountable for fifty million deaths during his 
reign from 1924-53. That’s excluding wartime 
casualties. This makes any escape from Siberia 
an absolute miracle.
 
Whoevers version of truth we choose to 
believe, bear this statistic in mind from author 
Tadeusz Piotrowski: there were approximately 
6 million Polish deaths during WWII, which 
equates to about one fifth of the pre-war Polish 
population. Therefore, Rawicz’s story needs to 
be understood in the context of survivor guilt - a 
mental condition that occurs when a person 
perceives themselves to have done wrong by 
surviving a traumatic event when others did not.
 
War is absolutely incomprehensible unless 
you’ve experienced it, so it’s pretty pointless 
trying to rationalise events through a modern 
lens. The validity of his story should be 
determined by those who were there, not those 
who weren’t. Clearly there is great sensitivity 
surrounding these stories and at least we can 
say Rawicz wasn’t attempting to monetise 
grief, as large chunks of profit were donated 
to charities. Writing acts as a form of therapy, 
a way of ordering experience into manageable 
chunks and exerting some level of control over 
our lives. The book may simply have enabled 
Rawicz to come to terms with events fortunately 
beyond our everyday comprehension. Nobody 
can deny him that.

His story has done others good too. Political cartoonist John ‘Brick’ 
Clark read Rawicz’s book as a nine-year-old who discovered The 
Long Walk in the library at his boarding school. It would inspire 
Brick to become a travel writer and satirise political injustices 
around the world through cartoons. All of which he recalled 
beautifully in an earlier issue of the Nottingham literary graphic 
novel, Dawn of the Unread.
 
Now, Rawicz is integral to a very different fight. Let us celebrate 
one of one of the many Polish immigrants to settle down in 
Nottingham over the past sixty years who contributed to the 
wealth of local culture. Remember that on 7 May…
 
My Long Walk with Slav by John ‘Brick’ Clark is available on the 
Dawn of the Unread website.

dawnoftheunread.com
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words: James Walker
illustration: Raphael Achache
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March saw Dance4’s Nottdance festival take over our city streets, and 
not just with professional dancers. One project involved collecting 
up ordinary folk and teaching them contemporary dance for the 
Commission Collective, and one of the lucky few was our very own
Art Editor, Mark Patterson...

The dance started at 7.30pm. More than thirty 
expectant faces looked on as David played a brief 
introduction on the piano, stood up, walked slowly 
to the centre of his own living room and handed 
me a stack of travel books. “I love travel, and I hate 
coming home,” I told the silent audience.

Over the next forty minutes, the five performers in 
this production, Jane, David, two of his students and 
myself, weaved a dance of the home that reflected 
on knitting, collecting, travelling, Walt Whitman, 
love of theatre, and concluded with a hi-energy 
mock-karate dance, set to the pounding beat of 
an LCD Soundsystem remix. Not for the first time, 
as I kicked and punched into the air while jigging 
like a wired disco monster, I asked myself how on 
earth I had become involved in this performance for 
Dance4’s Nottdance festival. 

Before this, I hadn’t danced in public for years. If I 
moved rhythmically to music with another person 
it was in the kitchen with my young son. In fact, 
only a few months earlier I would have said I had a 
near blank when it came to ‘contemporary dance.’ 
If I thought of it at all, I thought of torsos writhing 
uselessly on soft mats, and that episode of The Fast 
Show’s Jazz Club when avant-garde jazz-dance 
troupe Thrusk cavorted madly across the stage. 
Contemporary dance was, in essence, a subject ripe 
for mockery.

Life changed when I got a phone call asking if I 
wanted to take part in a new project by Dance4 
called the Commission Collective. Dance4, led by 
chief executive Paul Russ, was after a writer to join a 
team of doctors, nurses, head teachers and business 
people – not a single professional dancer among 
them – who would together commission and shape 
a new performance in private homes. It was called 
A Dance at Home and would be led by a professional 
choreographer to be selected by the Collective. To 
be honest, I didn’t quite understand what it was all 
about. But what the hell – I joined up, thinking it’s 
always wrong to turn down new opportunities, and 
promptly missed the first meeting. 

Comprehension of the process began to emerge 
in subsequent meetings in various homes and 
Dance4’s studio. And there were many questions: 
did we want to perform in this dance ourselves? 
If so, in whose home? Should the performance 
celebrate home or suggest different ideas about 
home? These issues of interpretation were the 
subject of much debate, but ultimately became the 
responsibility of the choreographer, who we selected 
after a long interview process at David’s flat. 

A look through my shorthand notes of that day 
reminds me what a long and tiring session it was. 
Several choreographers had been selected to be 
interviewed; some were there in person, some were 
interviewed via Skype.

Question: What happens if you dislike a room you’re 
working in?
Answer: Personally I wouldn’t want to make 
dishonest work. Some rooms make me want to 
smile. Others make me want to cry.
Question: Why are you interested in performing a 
dance in bedrooms?
Answer: Because they are the inner sanctum. It’s 
the most intimate place in the house. When you go 
to someone’s house you don’t go in the bedroom 
much, do you?

Our favoured choreographer by a long stretch was 
Jane Mason, who’d travelled up from Devon and 
had no desire to perform in bedrooms. Jane, it soon 
became clear, was absolutely central to the success 

of the entire project. However, this wasn’t down to 
her technical dance abilities since she was not here 
to perform herself; it was because her sensitivity 
and personal skills of empathy and intuition were 
essential to teasing out a professional performance 
from the personalities of the ten Collective 
members, each with a different idea about the 
meaning of home.

Jane started off by visiting everybody in their 
houses to find out what home meant to us. We 
were asked to select a single, meaningful object 
that represented our ideas about home. I found 
these visits to be intense but liberating as 
conversations forced me to think through my 
deeply conflicted feelings about home – it 
was a place to get away from, but my home 
represented safety and security for my son. 
One session with Jane lasted two hours, 
another three. They were a kind of therapy. My 
meaningful object was a battered paperback of 
Jack Kerouac’s Lonesome Traveller. From this and 
conversations with the other Collective members, 
Jane somehow managed to conjure a series of 
performances in four homes. 

Jane’s choreographic ability came through in her 
clear-eyed focus on transforming little moments 
into performance moments that segued gracefully 
with the next action. The action might seem 
inconsequential – picking up an object or turning 
the body to face one way or another – but during 
rehearsals, Jane would seize on those actions and 
encourage us to invest them with significance. “OK, 
let’s pause for a moment and think about how we 
can turn that into a thing,” she would say. 

Meanwhile, I was gaining a new respect and 
understanding of dance as the unspoken language 
of the body; an expression of the abilities and 
limitations of the human form, alone in its own skin 
or with others. This chimed with my understanding 
of and respect for certain martial arts as disciplined 
philosophies of mind and body. As it happened, this 
was one of those little things mentioned to Jane 
in passing that she soon developed into a scarily 
big thing – a fully fledged mock-karate dance that 
at first I wasn’t sure I could perform in my own 
kitchen, never mind in front of an audience. But as 
7.30pm came round on the big night, my nerves had 
evaporated and afterwards, an audience member 
said she’d seen a lot of contemporary dance but that 
our Dance at Home was the best thing she’d seen. 

There were four performances in all, over three 
nights. Kathy gave a solo performance in her home; 
then there was ours; then two couples, Amanda 
and Richard, and Jim and Kate, performed in their 
homes on the third night. I missed Kathy’s, but I 
saw the last two and they were as different from 
each other as they were both different from ours. 
Where my performance was about the ambiguity of 
home, here were two dances that subtly explored 
the desire to nest and stay put. I hope that Dance4 
got what it was after. I hope Jane Mason was 
paid well for what must have been a stressful 
commission – and for joining in on that final cartoon 
karate dance. 

On a personal level, I’ve found that the whole 
unusual process has given me an appreciation 
of contemporary dance and a new confidence in 
performing in public. And I also have a burning 
desire to sign up for real karate classes.

Anybody interested in the next Commission 
Collective should contact Dance4’s Sarah Tutt at 
sarah@dance4.co.uk.

dance4.co.uk

words: Mark Patterson
photos: Joe Dixey

       [It was] a fully 
fledged mock-karate 
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kitchen, never mind in 
front of an audience.



Following Japan’s shining example, 
Kate Charles-Richards is opening Kitty 
Café, inclusive of a family of cats for 
customers to pet to their heart’s content. 
From moggies to Persians, there’s a 
whole load of felines descending on Friar 
Lane. We had a catch-up with the crazy 
cat lady herself to find out what we can 
expect from the new arrivals… 

Why a cat café? And why Nottingham?
I saw something on rabbit and cat cafés in Tokyo, so I 
mentioned it to my husband and he looked at me like I was 
insane, but then it started to dawn on him that it was a great 
idea. My husband and I are both from Nottingham, so that’s 
why we chose here. 

Are you worried the Kitty Café will be a fad that dies out?
We know it could be a fad and there’ll be an initial surge for 
the novelty value, but we’re not just about the cats. I’ve got 
a hundred varieties of tea, an Italian barista and chef in the 
kitchen who’ll be making top quality food at Nottingham 
prices. We’re also working as a cat rescue, so there’ll 
be adoptable cats. There’ll also be a kitty cat club with 
membership perks and an invite to our exclusive annual kitty 
cat ball. I know that other cat cafés have quite a substantial 

entrance fee - we have no entrance fee whatsoever. It will be 
a standard café with standard prices, with the added bonus 
of cats. 

Besides tea, what will you be serving? Do the cats help 
make the food?
They’re too hairy to make the food, I’m afraid. The kitchen 
will be completely sealed so the cats can’t get in there, for 
health and safety reasons. We’re starting with paninis and 
sandwiches, then we’re going to expand from there. We have 
gluten-free and vegan options. We’ve got an Italian baker 
and she’s been making some of the most amazing cakes. 

What about the milk? Where’s that sourced from?
The milk? Local suppliers…

Cows?
Yes. Oh no, the milk doesn’t come from the cats!

They have nipples, they can be milked…
I can just imagine the kitty farm… Oh no! Poor cats.

How are you going to fund the cat part of the café?
The cats will be supported by the café, and vice versa. With 
the kitty cat club, people can sponsor a pod, and a cat within 
a pod.

Who is the café aimed at?
Mainly cat lovers, but also novelty seekers and tourists. We 
are something quite unique.

Are kids allowed in? They can be a bit grabby…
Kids are allowed in. I have a ten-year-old and a two-year-old, 
so not allowing kids would be difficult. But we have a set of 
house rules that everybody has to agree to on entry which 
involves the safety of the cats, including how to manage 
children around cats. We are creating a dedicated child area 
too. If you’ve got kids, staff might bring over some kittens, or 
Hugo, cos he’ll play with anybody. 

What about guide dogs?
We wouldn’t turn away people with guide dogs. Guide dogs 
are normally very well trained so they wouldn’t be interested 
in cats, and we’d work with the person to find a suitable 
place for them to sit within the café. We’d bring cats over to 
them that are particularly dog friendly. Hugo would be great, 
he loves dogs. He likes to lick them. Guide dogs can come 
and get a lick on the nose from him.

You’ve been liaising with rescue shelters...
We’ve had some successes like Firefly Cat Rescue and some 
not so much. We’re in a very privileged position where 
we can be quite selective about who we work with and 
we’ve only gone with people that meet the standards we’ll 
be adhering to ourselves. As we’re operating as a rescue 
ourselves, we can be very choosy about how we do things, 
so our kittens won’t be able to leave until they’re six weeks 
old and they’ve been neutered and microchipped.

We guess you don’t want the little furry babies around… 
It sounds amazing, but practically… If there’s gonna be 
children, it’ll be, like, “Look away, Jimmy!”
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How did you choose the cats?
We had to be very careful. We’ve got a dedicated team 
of staff who are fabulous: veterinary nurses, animal 
behaviourists, nutritional specialists. They’ve all worked 
with animals, cats in particular, so we’ve got a great wealth 
of knowledge. It’s about meeting the cats several times to 
make sure we know their personality. We also try to find out 
a bit of history about the cats which can be a bit difficult, 
especially when they’re rescued. It wasn’t an audition 
process like X Factor, but the ones that could do backflips 
were definitely in. 

So are all the cats rescued?
Not all of them, but the majority are surrendered or rescued. 

What cats do you have so far?
We have twenty cats right now. They’re a lovely mix of 
moggies. I love moggies. They come in all different shapes 
and sizes; like Panzer who’s huge, then there’s Mia who’s 
a little skinny minnie. But with my two, Popcorn is a little 
Persian, and Hugo is a ragdoll. 

Do you look for certain personality traits?
I look for a range of personalities as we’re creating a colony. 
We need the queen cat who rules over the other cats, one 
who’s a little bit shy and will give into the other cats, 
one who will be really outgoing and one that stands back 
and watches. Cats are like people - they have different 
personalities and mannerisms. I’ve got two at the minute 
called Bill and Ted, they’re ridiculously clever. When we first 
got them, they did a disappearing act and ended up in the 
same pod. They love each other and they’re identical, so it 
takes me about ten minutes to work out who is who. 

I go for what would work for the colony. That’s what’s 
important. If the cats are happy, the people are happy, the 
café is happy. They’ve got to have a socialisation period and 

it’s obviously not just us chucking twenty cats into a room 
and going “Good luck!” We’re meeting them gently, working 
out who’s better with who, making sure that when they do 
meet they’ve got their hiding holes and places to go. We’ve 
socialised them in an environment that they can recognise as 
their home. 

What would happen if a cat developed a long-term illness?
All our cats have daily and weekly health checks, and are 
visited by vets. Any treatments they might need will be fully 
funded by ourselves. If an animal needed a long-term health 
plan, we have fourteen members of staff who are like, “I’ll 
just take all the cats!” So we would be able to foster them 
out to members of staff, and if we felt they would do well 
somewhere else, we would rehome them. 

Another cat café came under fire after it was deemed 
a stressful environment for the cats, how are you 
responding to that criticism?
Again, we’re not just chucking twenty cats in a room and 
expecting them all to get on and be fussed 24 hours a day. 
Each cat is rigorously health checked every single day - I’ve 
got veterinary nurses, behaviour experts – every cat will 
be assessed not just on its physical health but on its mood 
and how it’s acting. Sometimes they might need a day in 
a pod for a bit of chill out. If they need to spend a week in 
somebody’s house in a foster setting, that’s what we’ll do.

Do they have a safe haven away from people?
They do. We have a room set out for them that they can 
access through tunnels. It’s where their litter is, and they 
have beds up high. If they want to get away from people, 
they can completely escape. It’s accessible only to the staff. 

Is the café their full-time home?
Yes, but they’re adoptable. There’s an adoption process, of 
course. If someone expresses an interest in a cat, we would 

expect them to come back in a week and continue that 
interest, then we’d do a home visit. It can’t be a spur of the 
moment, “Oh, I love him! I’ll take him now!”

Are they all house cats?
Yes, they will be. We’ve got an exercise wheel coming so we 
can exercise the cats - like a giant hamster wheel. We get a 
cat, a laser pen, and it’s “Run, cat! Run!” They’re fully house-
trained. The cat poo is completely out of the way. 

What about the scratching and biting hazards?
It’s about making people understand the trigger points 
that can cause them to scratch or nip. There is a rule that 
nobody can pick up the cats. You can ask a staff member to 
bring the cat to you, but you can’t handle the cats yourself, 
because some cats love it but other cats hate it. As long as 
the cat is happy to interact with you, we’re happy for you to 
interact with the cat. The cats we have are known to have 
temperaments that makes it unlikely that they’ll lash out, but 
there is always the risk. I have a few scratches on my hand 
just from playing. It happens. They’re cats, they have claws. 
The staff are trained to see any trigger points and if they do, 
they will intervene immediately. 

Is there something for people to sign before entering?
Yes. It’s not necessarily a legal document, but there’s 
an understanding.

The cat has to make the first move…
If you’re sat there feeling like you’re not getting any cat 
interaction, just speak to one of our members of staff. They’ll 
have a think about what cat is suitable to bring over.

It’s said that spending time with cats can be quite 
therapeutic. Are you going to have specific quiet time for 
people who’d like to use the café for that purpose?
We’ll be inviting groups in in the near future – people with 

learning disabilities or mental health issues, people that 
are bereaved. We have to devise specific rules around that 
because obviously there can be a risk factor surrounding 
the animals involved in these sort of engagements, so we’re 
working very closely with organisations to sort things out.  

How did the Kickstarter go? Did you reach your target?
We went over it and raised £6,000. We were open and honest 
about the fact that the Kickstarter was there to raise our 
profile. We’ve made some amazing friends in our customers, 
they’ve been behind us 100% and have given up their time to 
come and support. 

Do you have a secret favourite cat?
I can’t have a favourite! But Hugo is so lovely - he surrenders 
to kittens. My weakest spot is for Popcorn because she came 
to us from a bad breeder. She was in very poor health and 
came to us a little too early. She was extremely poorly so I 
spent the Christmas period stood in the vets, sobbing my 
heart out for a couple of hours each day. She had a virus and, 
because she was so little, there was not a lot they could do 
other than put her on a drip and hope for the best. She’s a 
fighter. She batters Hugo.

How would you rate yourself on the crazy cat lady scale?
I’ve got to be the craziest. I’m living every crazy cat lady’s 
dream. I walk into places and say, “I’ll have them all.” With 
the amount of money that we’ve thrown at it, you’d be hard 
pressed to find another crazy cat lady who’s invested that 
much into cats.

What happens if a cat goes missing?
We have a two-door lock system controlled by staff, so the 
cats can’t get to the road or anything. If your bag is moving, 
it might be a little bit obvious. The kittens are watched like 
hawks because obviously a kitten is a lot easier to steal 
than an adult cat, but all cats are microchipped -  we’re 
just having a member of staff trained to microchip herself, 
so if we get any new ones we can microchip on site. Our 
fire exits are alarmed too, so if anyone tries to open that, all 
hell breaks loose. It’s for the safety of the cats as well, so if 
anyone happens to go out that way and leave the door open, 
the cats aren’t escaping.

Cats are notorious assholes. If they’re being shitty with a 
customer, will they get time out in the pods?
We’d take it as a sign that they’re stressed. It’s about 
recognising that there’s a reason and they need a time out. 

How about bringing in any treats for the cats?
An absolute no no. We have to manage the diets of the 
cats, and I know it’s great to give a cat a bit of a treat, and 
people might think it’s only one, but if it’s only one by forty 
people a day, they’ll get a bit fat. But not just that - it’s about 
monitoring their food intake. If a cat’s not eating, it’s a good 
indicator of the beginnings of illness. If they’re stressed, they 
won’t eat. We might be thinking there’s something wrong 
with a cat when he’s actually just stuffed himself with tuna.

Can I bring my cat?
I’m afraid not. All the cats have to be vetted before they 
come in. It might cause a bit of disruption. I’ve got this 
image in my head of opening day and a queue down the 
street with a load of cats tucked under people’s arms.

Will there be charges for different experiences? Will you 
be able to have a one-on-one with a cat?
It’s not something we’ve devised straight away but it’s 
definitely something we’d look into. We’ve had a lot of 
celebrity interest - I won’t name any names, but we might 
have some evening sessions for our kitty club members to 
meet a celebrity and spend time with cats. 

Will you put them in cute little outfits for Christmas?
It’s so divided. Maybe hats. Some people are like “Oh my 
God, it’s so cute!” Other people are like “Oh my God, no. 
Don’t do that to cats.” It’s a difficult one. 

Anything else you’d like to say?
Expect fluffy friends and friendly staff who are willing to 
answer all your questions. I want to make this a really great 
environment. Everything’s about relaxation - just taking a 
little slice of kitty heaven in the middle of a busy day. 

Kitty Café opens on Saturday 28 March 2015.
31-37 Friar Lane, NG1 6DD

kittycafé.co.uk

HUGO

POPCORN
Breed: Moggie
Likes: Cuddling Popcorn
Dislikes: Hugo playing with his tail

Breed: Persian
Likes: Eating
Dislikes: Cuddling Newton

Breed: Ragdoll
Likes: Playing with Newton’s tail
Dislikes: Nothing

STARRING

NEWTON



01 02 03 04

05

09 10

13 14

11 12

06 07 08

01 Joe Buhdha
02 Cassette Boy
03 Aziz Ibrahim
04 Cassette Boy
05 Jim Parkyn
06 Ronika
07 Nusic Workshop

08 Joe Dempsie
09 MCSpyda Ragga Twins
10 Students
11 Billy Ivory
12 Students
13 Sleaford Mods 
14 Professor Green

26  leftlion.co.uk/issue66



Confetti’s Industry Week is invaluable 
to students. No matter what talk you find 
yourself in, there’s always something to 
take away - whether it’s entertainment, 
insight, motivation, or all three. We 
snuck into a handful of talks led by 
the creative industry professionals 
descending on Hood Town, to have our 
brains implanted with their pearls of 
wisdom. 
 
The annual event means hearing from people who’re doing 
the jobs you’ve always dreamt about. It brings you back 
down to Earth, gives you a fresh pair of walking boots, and 
points you in the right direction. Sat with our mouths and 
eyes wide open, we absorbed the creativity, passion and 
motivation so we could cherry pick the best moments from 
our scribble-filled journals. 

Lee Coleman, Sound Editor at Pinewood Studios and ex-
Confetti student, was full of love for Industry Week, advising 
students to make sure they made the most of the opportunity, 
“Industry Week is a big thing. Wait behind. Speak to people. 
Make contacts.”  
 
Also pronouncing Confetti as a creative industry golden 
ticket was Victoria Van Garrett, who works in quality 
assurance at games company Ubisoft. "Confetti taught me to 
be dedicated. If you wait to be motivated, you'll wait forever. 
Confetti teaches discipline." Garrett has moved from our 
beloved Nottingham to reside in Dusseldorf, Germany. Oo-er! 
Big timer. 
 
One of the most entertaining talks was Cassetteboy’s – a 
slice of silliness in all the professional guidance that urged 
us to simply have fun. Entering with ridiculous costumes, 
the trio’s conversation surrounded their work as mashup 
artists, all the shitty copyright issues that come up, and their 
transition into the digital age. 

We also got stuck into the Nusic Academy Megashop 
which, fittingly, was a session for getting musicians media 
exposure for their tunes. Loads of different organisations 
clubbed together to create an advice fair, including yours 
truly, and then we listened to a Q&A session from XFM DJ 
John Kennedy, Drowned in Sound reviewer Dom Gourlay, and 
NME Journalist Rhian Daly, all chaired by Mark Del. The three 
guests had some fairly consistent points – be relevant, have a 
friendly tone, and keep trying. Damn straight.

No doubt the speaker with the most buzzing audience was 
Industry Week headliner, Professor Green. Students were 
made up of aspiring rap/grime artists and giggly fan girls. 
Our LeftLion team included in the latter. Green talked a lot 
about his love for the owd ganja, but also imparted some 
generous helpings of life advice. Urging kids to see past 
hometowns and upbringings, Green said, “When you start 
at a disadvantage, it’s easy to get trapped.” He iterated that 
there’s always a way out. “If you wanna make it, get up, get 
outta bed, make it happen, and work Goddamn hard.”

The only thing left to do after Industry Week is to hang onto 
the tools and tips you’ve been equipped with for dear life. Be 
motivated, punctual, enthusiastic, stay focussed, listen, and 
go above and beyond your means.

Before you know it, you’ll be doing it for real yersen. 
 
Confetti Industry Week 2015 took place Monday 2 - Friday 6 
March 2015.

confetti.uk.com
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Eve Makis has written three novels with a Mediterranean flavour, and her fourth, The Spice Box Letters, tackles the still raw 
wounds of the Armenian Genocide, which marks its hundredth anniversary this month…

When did you start writing? 
My first book, Eat, Drink and Be Married, came out in 2006, but I started writing five or six 
years before that. I gave up my job as a journalist when my daughter was born - it seemed 
like the ideal opportunity to do what I’d always wanted to do: write. It was something I liked 
doing, that I needed to do. I’ve done a lot of unsatisfying jobs where I’d go on a lunch break 
and scribble - that would make me feel good. Writing would be the satisfying part of my day, 
and when my daughter was born I said, “I’m going to write a book.” I didn’t know if it would 
be published, but it was something I had to see through.

Raising a child is quite time-consuming on its own... 
It is, but I’m pretty disciplined. I’d make time to write and sacrifice things that weren’t as 
important, like a social life. It was always a toss-up: do I write or go out? Do I write or watch 
TV? Writing would always win the day. I fit it in because I want to do it and because it makes 
me feel fulfilled.

Was it always fiction you’d write?
Yes. Usually it would come from something someone would say to me, a family story or 
a fact from history. Something would spark an idea, I’d then take that and build it into a 
bigger story.

Has your previous career as a 
journalist helped your writing?
Definitely. I know what questions to 
ask people when I’m doing research 
for a book, and it gave me the desire 
to get my facts right. It helps with 
the discipline of writing as well. You 
have to write every day.

You also teach at the university...
I do. I really enjoy it. It’s amazing 
how much someone can improve if 
you give them the space and time to 
write and build up their confidence. 
I don’t think you can make anybody 
into a writer, but if someone’s on 
their way, you can help them get 
there quicker. I taught for a year 
three years ago, moved to Cyprus 
for a couple of years, now I’m back 
in Nottingham and am teaching 
fiction again on the Creative and 
Professional Writing degree. I was 
born in Nottingham, left for work and 
travel, but I’m back here now.

You’ve called your first book a 
“write what you know novel”. Your 
latest book is very much removed 
from what you know. Do you think 
this is evidence of your progression 
as a writer?
My first three books were easy to 
write because they were about 
my own culture. When I started 
writing about another culture and 
the history of Armenia in The Spice 
Box Letters, it was difficult to get 
a sense of authenticity, to capture 
the folklore, history, customs, and 
language. I spent four years soaking 
up the culture and getting the book 
right, and after a couple of years, 
it just wasn’t working, so I put it 
away for a year. I needed to try 
something less tiring than a novel, 
so I decided I’d write a screenplay 
of my third book, Land of the Golden 
Apple. I knew that Cyprus had a 
fledgling film industry with funding 
available and not many filmmakers. 
I had no chance of getting funding 
in England, and since it was set in a 
Cypriot village with a small cast of 
characters, it was doable.

vHad you written something like that before?
Nope. I bought the Idiot’s Guide To Screenwriting and sat down and wrote my first 
screenplay. Sometimes it’s better to not know what you’re doing. I sent it to a producer in 
Cyprus who took it on and managed to get funding. Four years later, the film is going into 
production in June this year.

It was based on your husband’s childhood...
Very much so. He had what was, on the surface, an idyllic childhood in a small village, 
climbing trees, exploring caves and so on. I wanted to write a story about a Huckleberry 
Finn-style childhood, but a shady one. There are dodgy characters who prey on children, even 
in peaceful villages, and I wanted to include that. I also wanted to get the best stories my 
husband told me into the book, like when he managed to blow up part of the village church, 
and the teacher at the local school who would intimidate the girls, rubbing his groin against 
their desks. One day, my husband stuck drawing pins to the edges of the desks. It’s easier 
to write a book when your muse lives with you.

Your new book is based partly in the Armenian 
Genocide of 1915. You write about it from a very 
personal perspective, exploring it through letters and 
journals of one family who lived through it...
Right. There are factual books on this but I wanted 
to write about it from the point of view of an ordinary 
family living through it. I did my research, but wanted 
that to come over in more of a subliminal way. I didn’t 
want it to sound like a history book with facts 
and figures.

What research did you do?
I lived in Cyprus for two years and am always going 
back and forth, so I was able to meet with relatives 
of survivors of the genocide and interview them. A 
story in the book, about an asbestos mine collapse that 
happened during a christening, came from someone 
I interviewed.

The Armenian Genocide is still a somewhat contentious issue in Turkey...
It’s still a massive issue for Armenia. Turkey is inching closer to some kind of recognition, but 
isn’t there yet. I never set out to write about it because it was a contentious issue. I didn’t 
even really know about it, to be honest. I wanted to write about a different culture, started 
doing research into Armenia, and realised I’d opened up a can of worms. I stumbled over it, 
having known nothing previously - that bothered me. I had to write about it.

The novel switches between several viewpoints through history, with Katerina in the 
present day exploring her family’s past and the journal of her grandmother, Mariam, 
writing about the genocide she lived through. Which of the character’s voices was the 
hardest for you to find?
The one I love is Gabriel, Katerina’s great uncle. His voice took me two years to find, and he’s 
the character that allowed me to write the book the way I wanted to. I was able, through 
him, to write about the genocide. He feels very real to me, but it didn’t come easily.

Have you started your next book yet?
The book I’m writing now is set in Cyprus in the thirties, when the first riots against the 
British establishment began. The protagonist is a Cypriot mystic, based on my grandmother. 
She was the village magus, and I’ve always wanted to put her centre stage in a story. I’ve 
done a lot of research into a famous mystic called the Magus of Strovolos for the book, and 
I’ve written about fifty pages I’ll probably have to bin. I’m at the beginning, and it’s taken me 
a year and a half to get there, but I know what I want to do now and how I’ll do it. For me, at 
least, writing’s a process.

What do you enjoy about being a writer?
Everything. I enjoy working on my own, escaping into other lives, doing research, crafting a 
sentence, creating characters. Writing’s a lifestyle choice. It’s not exactly fun, but I like
it a lot. 

The Spice Box Letters is published by Sandstone Press and is out now. For our review, 
see page 42.

eve-makis.com
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to write about a 
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research into 
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We love a good character and The Old General, Benjamin 
Mayo, was a forefather of the city’s eccentrics. A man with 
no official social standing, he took pride in his hometown, 
and as such was posthumously immortalised over the door 
of The Old General pub in Hyson Green. With the pub now 
closed and the statue under threat, The Dilettante Society 
explain why his legend should be one that lives on…

While the streets become increasingly 
dominated by commerce, regulations and 
standardisation, the spectacle of the city 
is under threat of mundane mediocrity. 
In this setting, however, the value of the 
unexpected, the unusual and the bright 
becomes all the more precious, and those 
who reject the tyranny of convention and 
spurn social norms defiantly breathe life into 
the humdrum. 

The show-off may speed by in his 
Lamborghini, but it is those with the 
strength of character to embrace their quirks 
without cynicism or fear of ridicule who 
capture our attention: the strange ones, the 
outlandish jokers, the downright bizarre. 

Nottingham, like all great cities, has its share 
of these everyday icons. In recent decades 
we’ve had ‘Xylophone Man’ Frank Robinson, 
‘Owl Man’ Frank Shelton, and then there was 
that leather-clad chap in mirrored shades 
with a cat on his shoulder who we once saw 
on Upper Parliament Street. Far from being 
derided or politely ignored, the exploits 
of those who flourish in their individuality 
deserve to be remembered. So, allow us to 
introduce a man of humble origins whose 
joviality, pranks and capers ensured his 
memory would endure, Nottingham’s most 
revered eccentric: The Old General himself, 
Benjamin Mayo.

         He was known by 
most as a lovable idiot, 
yet the history books 
indicate he had the 
acumen and cunning to 
get by well enough on 
his wits. 
Passing by the Market Square in the 
early nineteenth century, you may have 
happened upon a man of small height and 
stooped posture, shabby, but coated in a 
smart, bright red jacket and general’s hat, 
conducting a line of schoolboys in amateur 
military maneuvers. Once, as they marched 
about in a line, a group of soldiers passing 
by picked out one blundering young lad and 
laughed loudly to the boy’s leader, “What 
will you do with him? He’s too stupid to 
make a soldier!” While they jeered, the little 
man took the unfortunate boy out of line, 
led him to the front and exclaimed loudly, 
“There lad, you'll never make a soldier - you 
are too stupid. So I'll make an officer of you!” 
Thus was the spirit of Benjamin Mayo - 
mischievous and cavalier with a cracking 
sense of humour.

Despite being referred to as ‘The Old 
General’, Mayo was not a military man 
but a lifelong pauper. Born in 1779, he 
spent most of his life drifting between the 
workhouses of Nottingham, maintaining 
a delightfully grandiose sense of self-worth 
throughout. In fact, he believed himself 
to be of secondary importance only to the 
mayor and took his self-appointed role 
very seriously. Never more so than in his 
dealings with the Mickleton jury, who 
would assemble each year in September to 
take note of obstructions and irregularities 
within the streets of the town. Valuing 
action over bureaucracy, without invitation 
or compensation, Mayo took it upon himself 
to follow the jury and immediately rid 
the city streets of hindrances with swift 
determination.

To do so, The General gathered an army of 
local schoolchildren and, like a benevolent 
Fagin, he would proceed from school to 
school gathering recruits for his makeshift 
militia. Schoolmasters who refused pupils’ 
demands for a day’s holiday soon found 
themselves at the mercy of The General’s 
infantry, pelted with mud and stones until 
they liberated their captives or offered a 
bribe to the idiosyncratic leader. The Old 
General’s army would parade through the 
streets removing the obstructions which 
the Jury deemed a nuisance before 
advancing to the Castle. Though here their 
access was always denied, the guards 
would throw sweetmeats to the children 
by way of compensation.

Aside from his antics, Mayo’s manners and 
appearance were an immediate signifier 
of his being a little different. Born with a 
deformed leg, his peculiar gait was said to 
be altered by a strong limp, accentuated by 
his small stature and heavy stoop. He wore 
his shirt open, revealing ragged bronze hair, 
and gradually collected a striking signature 
costume most unlike the regular fashion 
worn by the men of the time.

Despite having the wisdom to not take life’s 
downfalls too seriously, he was known by 
most as a lovable idiot, yet the history books 
indicate he had the acumen and cunning to 
get by well enough on his wits. Mayo was 
often seen peddling his broadsides, ballads 
and chapbooks around the town, some of 
which were of his own design, and though 
these endeavours made up his income, he 
was never afraid to enjoy a giggle in the 
process. When once selling a page which 
he suggested would reveal the full account 
of a speech given by the Prince of Wales the 
previous day, he was immediately accosted 
by a customer complaining the page was 
completely blank. “Quite correct, Sir, ‘is 
Royal ‘ighness never said nowt,” Mayo 
replied. Probably with a twinkle in his eye.

Although The General died penniless in 
the workhouse in 1843, unlike most from 
his background who would quickly fade 
into obscurity, Mayo’s outlandish antics 
and witticisms ensured he would not be 
forgotten quickly. Some years after his 
passing, a group whose fond childhood 
memories of Mayo remained strong paid 
tribute by commissioning a plaque in his 
honour which is locatable in Nottingham’s 
General Cemetery.

Further testament to the impact of this 
colourful character on Nottingham arrived 
in the 1890s with the opening of The Old 
General Pub on the corner of Bobbers Mill 
and Radford Road in Hyson Green. The 
iconic statue, carved by a Basford man and 
showcased in the glass window above the 
pub’s main entrance, remains a much-loved 
landmark. Each year he is dressed as Father 
Christmas for the festive season, and the 
cheeks of his pale face were even flushed 
with red paint when the house began 
offering scantily clad young ladies as a form 
of entertainment some years back.

Yet it won’t be for much longer that the Old 
General will preside over Hyson Green, plans 
to redevelop the now closed pub into shops 
and accommodation will see him removed 
from his prominent position. Despite 
local protest, the council have deemed it 

impractical to preserve the monument in 
its current form, but developers have been 
quick to ensure they are sympathetic to the 
issue and are proposing that he be rehomed 
in a ground floor window to remain visible 
from the street.  

Ultimately, for us, it is not just the absurd 
details of the eccentrics’ lives that create 
their allure, but also the subtle courage 
it takes to live by one’s own values and 
become vulnerable for the sake of self-
expression and fun. The artist may press on 
privately perfecting their creations, but the 
eccentric inspires and performs fluidly as a 
part of daily life; delighting and confusing as 
much as any art work and injecting the day 
with something a little different. 

Without such characters, our history and 
memories would be strikingly less colourful, 
our incidental interactions somewhat 
lacking, and our days a little dull. 

So Benjamin Mayo, and all the others, we 
salute you.

Stop Prentending Art is Hard, Cobden Place, 
Saturday 18 April. All materials provided - no 
talent required.

facebook.com/thedilettantesociety



Glenn Ligon Encounters and Collisions
3 April — 14 June

In partnership with

Glenn Ligon, Malcolm X #1 (small version #2), 2003. Courtesy the Rodney M. Miller Collection

Free Entry

nottinghamcontemporary.org

The exhibition at Nottingham Contemporary is sponsored by
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I did this painting for the Street Art Open at Surface 
Gallery in April last year. The idea came to me when I 
was walking around the city and didn’t notice much of 
Robin Hood anywhere. I decided to make a modern Robin 
Hood with a golden bling necklace saying "Hood For 
Life" to show people that his legend is still alive. I think 
nowadays he would say, "Steal rich people’s walls and 
give them to the poor." Street art is from people to people, it gives us easy access to art. It 
breaks up daily routines by making us laugh or making us think about something other than 
problems at work or home.

I started making stencils about ten years ago with my friend in Poland. In the beginning, the 
stencils were small and only one colour but I started to make them bigger and with more 
colours, building my techniques. When I came to England in 2013, I changed my tag and 
started painting as Maseu.

Painting on the streets gives me freedom – it’s my escape from my normal life. When I'm 
painting, nothing else matters. I’ve never been in a situation where somebody was angry at 
me for painting on walls, people are either positive about it or they just don’t care. My work 
was once mistaken for a Banksy. Someone sent me an article with the headline, "Mysterious 
artwork in Nottingham – could it be Banksy?" and a photo of my piece. Banksy is a great 
artist, so it was definitely a compliment.

More recently, I’ve started making sculptures. I made a gravestone with the inscription "R.I.P 
Street Art" and a zombie coming out of the ground – it was a statement saying that street art 
will never die. I also did a homeless person with a cardboard sign saying, "Who would have 
thought that I’d end up on the streets." It’s funny to watch reactions of people passing by. 
Sometimes they laugh and sometimes they’re scared. One guy even threw a pound for the 
homeless sculpture.

It’s a long road from the idea to the finished piece. Sometimes it takes weeks to finish, mainly 
because of my job. Cutting stencils is like a form of meditation – you get to be alone with your 
thoughts. I like the whole process of creating a stencil, from the idea through to the cutting 
and painting. I’d like to travel and take part in festivals like UpFest in Bristol, and make larger 
stencils. Life’s full of surprises so I hope each year will be better than the last one.

facebook.com/maseuone

This is a dotwork piece of an old-school video camera 
that I drew as a present for my boyfriend's brother’s 
21st birthday. He studies film and media, so I thought 
it'd be a pretty cool gift. 

The process of making the dotwork pictures is means 
finding a photograph, sketching a simple outline in 
pencil and then using a black fineliner pen to dot it. 
I start at the point where it’s going to be the darkest 
and go from there. This one took me about thirteen 

hours. For deeper shading I use more dots, and for places like the lens where 
there's light reflection, I have to work that in to it by giving myself guidelines 
and shading certain places.

I create all my pieces at home in my lounge, at late o'clock when my little boy’s 
in bed. I normally start at about ten at night, and don't go to sleep until they're 
finished or my hand's falling off. Having the darkness outside with a lamp on 
inside helps me to focus – I’ve always worked like that.  

I’ve done art since I was tiny. In reception class, I was getting pulled up in 
assembly for my Christmas cards and I haven't been able to escape being 
creative since. People have asked me to make things throughout my life – 
everything from writing fancy specials boards when working in a bar, to 
drawing people's kids, designing posters and dressing windows. 

I recently got back into illustrating as a hobby, it all started from creating tattoo 
designs. After all the tattoo stuff, I wanted to specialise in one thing. There are 
loads of people in the world who do dotwork and do it really well, but I wanted 
to combine it with tattoo designs. I did a few that had a bit of dotwork in them 
and I enjoyed doing them so much that I couldn't stop. People always say, "That 
must kill your hand doing that over and over again." 

I get inspired by everything from buildings and nature, to my son. Sometimes I'll 
be stood in a queue in ASDA and see someone who looks like a Quentin Blake 
character from a Roald Dahl book, and I'll go home and draw them, but mostly I 
get inspiration from films. I love going to the cinema and I do a lot of fan art of 
the on-screen characters, I like to draw in anime style too.

I'd love to build a career in something creative now that my son’s a little older. 
It’s an ambition of mine to illustrate a book. Maybe a kid’s book...

facebook.com/kirstyblackart

Dot Reel
Kirsty Black

Hood For Life 
Maseu

Art Works



October

pick of the month

Cantaloupe  
Album Launch 
The synth pop dons are 
launching their album from The 
Chameleon space station. Thanks 
to Hello Thor, we can expect to 
hear the beautifully entangled 
sounds of Zoetrope, with 
everything from afro-beat, disco, 
krautrock and kosmische inside. 
The album was released a month ago, but the sporadically 
placed four-piece have only just got chance to come down 
the ends as a unit. Well worth the wait. Not only will you 
find Cantaloupe in all their new-material glory, but there are 
two other amazing bands in the form of Galaxians and Blunt 
Mountains. Hailing from Leeds, Galaxians are a stargazy, 
post-disco duo who’re on for getting the floor fired up right 
alongside the layered, electric sounds of Blunt Mountains. 
Some serious noise to lose yourself in, mega sound system, 
and a brand spankin’ new fridge full of beer. Sorted.
Saturday 18 April, 8pm, The Chameleon 
 

Holly McNish and 
Mouthy Poets
Spoken word poetry is on the 
rise in the UK, and one artist 
who’s climbing the pole for the 
good of the tribe is Holly McNish. 
Known for her considered views 
on motherhood, immigration, and 
the female form, her sweet voice 
acts as the perfect buffer for 
some hard-hitting truths. She’s been going over and above 
her literary prowess in Abbey Road Studios to create both a 
capella and musical pieces, to be showcased in an evening 
of epiphanies, “mmmm” noises, and clickety clicks. Her first 
single, Get Used to This (Embarrassed) is released early 
this month, followed by her album Versus at the end of her 
tour. Support for the evening comes in the form of local bard 
bosses, the Mouthy Poets, who will bring the skillest, most 
diverse bunch of words strapped tightly under their belts. 
Tuesday 23 April, 7pm, £11, Glee Club
 

Found Footage  
We’re living in the era of the 
YouTube video ocean. We’ve 
been given the search engine 
lilo to float along its waters, 
plucking out cats riding hoovers, 
Russell Brand rants, and Japan’s 
sex industry documentaries, all 
in one fell swoop. A couple of 
blokes who take it back to basics 
are The Onion’s Joe Pickett and Letterman’s Nick Prueher 
– the VHS enthusiasts with a most exquisite sense of 
humour. Delighting in sifting through video after video, the 
lads find the weirdest and most wonderful footage of times 
past, selecting the best bits for an evening of tear-inducing 
laughter. Their next event celebrates the secrets of pool 
hustling, unusual exercise video material, piano playing 
rabbits (keyboard cat ain’t got shit on that bunny), and even 
an 1983 Arnold Schwarzenegger travel video. You can thank 
us for giving you the heads up when you see us in the foyer.
Tuesday 21 April, 8.30pm, £10, Broadway Cinema 
 

Encounters and Collisions
Although it might be tempting to 
just sneak into the launch night, 
bag yersen some free booze and 
do one, we can assure that this 
one’s a goer. As well as his own 
work, U.S. artist Glenn Ligon 
has brought together pieces 
that’ll furnish our Notts bonces 
with some education on black 
experiences in American history, exploring sexuality, power, 
language, race and gender. Curating work from 45 other 
artists, including Jackson Pollock, our Glenn has created a 
cohesive narrative, told by major figures from the forties and 
all the way up to today, featuring everything from abstract 
expressionism to minimalism, and even performance. Ligon 
uses abstract paintings and smudged, stencilled texts, 
borrowed from prominent black public figures and brought 
to new life in his work. 
Runs until Sunday 14 June, free, Nottingham Contemporary

Hit The Deck 
Boom. Them music boffs over at 
DHP are kicking off their festival 
season with one that brings all 
your favourite alternative artists 
right to your bleedin’ doorstep. 
Big hitters and reggae-metallers 
Skindred are topping the bill, 
with Best British Newcomer 
Award winners, While She 
Sleeps flavouring the line up with some fresh talent. Well-
established Canadian band, Cancer Bats have travelled 
across the pond especially for you lot, and the female-
fronted force that is Rolo Tomassi are ready and waiting to 
deliver their own special brand of chaos. April’s a fine time 
to begin the season, int it? Bag a ticket online as soon as 
you can, there’s always high demand and you don’t want to 
be sat on yer tod cos you were too lazy to book. Round up 
your best mosher mates and rock on down.
Sunday 26 April, £33, Rock City, Rescue Rooms and Stealth

Easter
Get yer eggs out for the lads. 
Or the kids. In a family-friendly 
Easter egg hunt. In your back 
garden. Weather permitting, of 
course, and our British luck tells 
us it’ll be drizzling as ever. Hey 
ho, you can’t have it all. What 
you can have, though, is an extra 
bank holiday to sink your teeth 
into. Have a well deserved lie-in, a strong cuppa char and 
an appropriate dippy egg and soldiers. Ship the kids off to 
the grandparents for the day, and celebrate the resurrection 
of Jesus by cleaning the bathroom and watching endless 
reruns of Midsomer Murders. Alternatively, you could use 
the religious festival to nurse an obligatory bank holiday 
hangover, gorging your already partially destroyed organs 
with copious amounts of chocolate before popping round 
yer nan’s to dig in to a juicy lamb joint drenched in all the 
mint sauce money can buy. If that ain’t tradition, we don’t 
know what is. 
Sunday 5 April, £3 for a bog standard egg, all day, your gaff 
 

 

The Gorgeous Chans
They’ve won the Nusic Future 
Sound of Nottingham award, and 
they’ve been getting rave reviews 
all round. So far, these Hood 
Town lads are doing pretty well 
for themselves. But they’re about 
to go and top it all with their 
headline gig at Rescue Rooms this 
month. A surefire way to have you 
groovin’ as much as the sticky floors will allow, the six-piece 
band of baby-faced musicians come fully inclusive of the 
odd horn or two thrown in with their songs. Supported by 
the likes of The Breakfast Club and everyone’s favourite 
friendly face, Josh Kemp, we want to be on the guestlist, for 
sure. Book yer tickets online to avoid disappointment. 

Tuesday 7 April, 6.30pm, £6, Rescue Rooms  
 
 
Can’t Stop Won’t Stop 
Fancy vibing out to some funky 
reggae at really bleddy loud 
levels? These local tastemakers 
have compiled a line-up of musical 
masters and they’re cramming 
them all into The Lacehouse for 
a good owd knees-up. Upstairs, 
there’s dub, reggae and dancehall 
from Yami Bolo, Addis Pablo, 
Suns of Dub, Exile D Brave, and even Young Warrior - son 
of the mighty legend Jah Shaka. Local sound system dons 
V Rocket and Rubberdub are on the bass case. Downstairs, 
there’s funk, hip hop, soul and r ’n’ b from Donuts, Truth and 
Lies, Rick Donohue and CSWS’s resident DJs. We’ve been 
missing the unstoppable force lately, so it’s happy days now 
they’re back with a proper corker of a Notts-family event. 
There’s even gonna be hot food, tuffies and chocolates for 
everyone. Just like being at yer nan’s house, but louder. 
Sunday 5 April, 9pm, £8, The Lacehouse 
 

Tristram Aver: And Stand 
a Ruin Amidst Ruins 
When was the last time you had 
a potter round Newstead Abbey? 
To be fair, it’s been ages since 
the sun’s shown its lovely face 
around these here parts, but he’s 
certainly flirting with the idea of 
a fancy new titfer for his cousin’s 
wedding. That’s right, spring is in 
full swing now, so get yer walking boots on and pop your 
head into Lord Byron’s owd gaff - there’s an exhibition on 
by local artist, Tristram Aver, that takes a close look at the 
‘stead itself, using late eighteenth and early nineteenth 
century portraits, landscape paintings and wallpaper 
designs. Being a place so rich in history, our Trist has had a 
load of material to work with and he’s condensed it all into 
a swallowable exhibition that’ll be a pleasure to gaze at 
once you’ve had a wander through the grounds and got lost 
in the maze. 
Runs until Sunday 5 July, £5, Newstead Abbey

The Invisible Orchestra
Alright, alright, this one’s in 
May, but we’ve not gone barmy 
and we’re not wishing our 
lives away. This event is such a 
blinkin’ big deal, and it’s right at 
the start of the month, so we’re 
giving you enough time to find 
babysitters, plan your outfits and 
schedule your monthly baths. The 
incredible lot that are The Invisible Orchestra are coming 
together once again and this time you get to witness their 
fitness in the Masonic Hall - no funny handshakes required 
at the door. The 32-piece orchestra combine soul, punk 
and dirty funk into their big band sound, and have 
collaborated with contemporary big timers, Percydread, 
Natalie Duncan and Harleighblu. Supporting them in their 
head-rattling performance is none other than our very own 
hip hop legend, Scorzayzee, plus the fastest fingered man in 
Notts, Mr Switch. Ooh, the musical gods aren’t half spoiling 
you lot.
Saturday 2 May, 7.30pm, £15, Masonic Hall

Reel Equality 
We’re proud to declare ourselves feminists at LeftLion, supporting 
the strive for equality for women across our planet. One of the 
organisations leading the way in terms of female empowerment is 
Reel Equality Film Club, who solely showcase the flicks that star 
women as the main protagonist, and move away from stereotypical 
gender roles as mother, wife or mistress. This month, they’re 
shoving you in their DeLorean and shipping you back to the nineties 
with a screening of the cult woman-power classic, Clueless. Dig out 
yer best scrunchie, get your 501s on, or pull your knee-highs out 
the back of your sock drawer, cos there’s a competition for the best 
throwback outfit. The winner receives free cinema tickets and a 
goodie bag full of nineties memorabilia. Get watchin’ them Saved By 
The Bell re-runs for some heavy duty inspiration. From about 8.30pm, 
there’ll be a host of fan club DJs playing in Broadway’s cafebar, bringing you the best tunes straight outta the decade, all 
sung by your favourite female artists. You’re bound to hear Wannabe at least twice. Just sayin’. The film starts at 10.30pm, 
so you’ll have loads of time to boogie on down before settling in for the satirical reimagining of Jane Austen’s Emma. The 
evening is brought to you by Equation, the Nottingham charity working against domestic violence and abuse. Go on. 
Warm up them crimping irons.
Friday 24 April, 8.30pm, free, Broadway Cinema

For weekly updates of what’s going off in Nottingham, sign up to our newsletter at leftlion.co.uk/newsletter
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WEDNESDAY 1 APR

 Open Mic Night
The Maze 
Free, 7:30pm

 Flip to the Blip
Wax Bar 
Free, 8pm

 Crisis
Rock City 
10pm - 3am

 Open Mic Night
The Bell Inn 
Free, 7pm

 The Colin Staples 
Blues Jam
The Navigation Inn 
Free, 8:30pm

 Noise from the Next 
Generation
Rock City 
£5, 6:30pm

 Life Drawing
The Malt Cross 
£5, 6pm

 We’ll Meet Again
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£12.50, 2:30pm

 National Turtle and 
Possum Parade
Market Square 
£86.50, 11am

THURSDAY 2 APR

 Playground 
The Forum 
10:30pm

 Gambling Lambs
Malt Cross 
Free, 6pm

 On the Verge
The Hand and Heart 
Free, 8:30pm

THURSDAY 2 APR

 Stiff Kittens 
The Alley Cafe 
Free, 8:30pm

 Icebreaker
Brew Dog 
Free, 7pm

 Open Mic Night 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 8pm

 I’m Not From London:
Lucinne Bell and more
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm

 The Spitfires + Samuel 
Rogers Band + Same 
Streets 
The Maze 
£5/£6, 8pm

 Of Mice and Men 
Rock City 
£17.50, 6:30pm

 Badtime for Bonzo’s: 
Beatniks 
Wax Bar 
Free, 8pm

 Farmyard: Flat 24/7 
+ Scarlett Ridge + Nic 
Harvey + Joseph Knight 
JamCafé 
Free, 8pm

 Farmyard Presents: 
Ladies Night with Josh 
Kemp 
Fat Cats 
Free, 7pm

 Special Tour Show: 
Carl Hutchinson 
Canal House 
£6/£8, 8pm

 Big Value Comedy 
Auditions 
Lord Roberts 
Free, 8pm

FRIDAY 3 APR

 Shake 
The Cookie Club 
£4/£5, 10pm

 Ditto 
The Forum 
10:30pm

 Pop Confessional 
The Bodega 
£3, 11pm

 Stiff Kittens
Annie’s Burger Shack 
Free, 8:30pm

 Rival Sons 
Rock City 
6:30pm - 10:30pm

 Joe Strange Band 
Riverbank Bar & Kitchen 
Free, 10pm

 Hidden in Plain View 
The Bodega 
£12.50, 7pm

 Urban Intro 
The Approach 
Free, 8pm

 I’m Not From London:
La Bette Blooms and more
JamCafé 
Free, 8:30pm

 One Step 
The Southbank Bar 
Free, 11pm

 Crate Diggin’
Rough Trade 
Free, 7pm

 Live Music 
The Lion at Basford 
9pm

 Drop the Puck Pre-Play 
Off Weekend Party 
Bunkers Hill 
Free, 7pm

FRIDAY 3 APR

 Enablers + Kogumaza 
+ Haress + Nick Jonah 
Davis 
The Maze 
£7, 7:30pm

 The Navigation Blues 
Corporation 
The Navigation Inn 
Free, 8:30pm

 Society 
NG1 
£3, 11pm

 Palooza #007 
with Mandy and 
Patrick Bodmer 
QMX 
9pm - 9am

 Bipolar Sunshine 
The Rescue Rooms 
£10, 6:30pm

 Friday Jamz 
Wax Bar 
Free, 8pm

 Farmyard Presents: 
Friday Night Live - Kaben 
Brass Monkey 
Free, 10pm

 Farmyard Presents: The 
Shots 
Fat Cat Sherwood 
Free, 9pm

 Farmyard Presents: 
Adam Peter Smith 
Slug and Lettuce 
Free, 7:30pm

 Introduction to Screen 
Printing 
The Malt Cross 
£50, 11am

 Tall Stories present 
The Snail and the Whale 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£7.50 

FRIDAY 3 APR 

 The Best in Live 
Stand Up Comedy 
The Glee Club 
£7, 7pm

 Cosmic Capers Radio 
Show presents Flesh 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
£3, 10pm

SATURDAY 4 APR

 Tell Me About Your 
Mother Exhibition Ends
Bromley House Library 

 Rise and Shine 
The Cookie Club 
£2/£6, 10pm

 The Gypsy Lounge 
Filthy’s Nottingham 
Free, 10pm

 KOLD Chillin’ 
Osbourne, Lethargy 
Archive, Hurst
The Old Angel 
Free, 8:30pm

 In Isolation + The Faces 
Of Sarah + Tregenza 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe
8pm

 Shimmer with 
Damian Wells 
Riverbank Bar & Kitchen 
Free/£5, 9pm - 2am

 Stiff Kittens 
The Bodega 
10pm

 TI Funk 
The Approach 
8pm

 Blue 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£25, 7:30pm

SATURDAY 4 APR 

 Live Music 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 King Kahlua 
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm

 Back to Mine 
The Market Bar 
Free, 9pm

 Brouhaha:
Jeramiah Ferrari, Hey 
Zeus, Just James
The Maze 
£6, 8pm

 The Superkings 
The Old Angel 
£3, 8pm

 Snuff 
Rock City 
£12.50, 6:30pm

 Vega 
The Rescue Rooms 
£10, 6:30pm

 Farmyard Presents: 
Wilberforce 3rd 
Fat Cat Sherwood 
Free, 9pm

 Best of Julia 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£5 

 Susan Murray + Sam 
Gore + Carl Hutchinson
Jongleurs Comedy Club 
8:30pm

 Saturday Night 
Comedy 
Just The Tonic
8pm

    event listings...for more: leftlion.co.uk/listings

LARDER ON 
GOOSEGATE 
If you fancy yourself as somewhat of a 
wine connoisseur, but can’t seem to find an 
establishment classy enough to suit your delicate 
tastes and superior knowledge of the fine vine 
produce, then your search for the perfect plonk in 
its perfect place is over, our friend. 

The Campuget Wine Lunch has arrived.

On Sunday 26 April, The Larder on Goose Gate is hosting an evening of sophistication, 
with Phil Brodie of Hallgarten Druitt Wines providing a selection of top dollar wines to 
accompany your three-course meal.

For the bargain price of £36.95 per person, you can dine on mussels, daube of 
Aberdeenshire beef and crème caramel, all suitably paired with the appropriate wine. 

The delectable dishes start at around 1.30pm, so the deal’ll make the perfect break from 
yer usual tatties and yorkie puds of a Sunday. 

You’ll be sampling bottles such as a 1753 Le Campuget Grenache, to the perfect dessert 
accompaniment Viognier Le Campuget Muscat, so best not plan anything too strenuous 
for the afternoon. 

The Larder, Goose Gate, NG1 1FE

thelarderongoosegate.co.uk

RIVERBANK
Shuffling sideways from their new bill of two-
steppin’ house tunes, the folks over at Riverbank 
are having themselves a little bank holiday pop 
up party on Sunday 5 April.

The swanky suaver-than-yous over on Trent 
Bridge are preparing to wine and dine you with 
a three course meal for £35, so you can make a 
proper night of it with yer nearest and dearest. 
Not only that, they’ve got a brand spankin’ 
cocktail menu for you to sample to your heart’s 
content. 

To entertain your already full-bellied, swooning selves, they’re only whackin’ on the 
crème de la crème of French DJs - Dimitri From Paris. He’s reworked tracks for Björk 
and New Order to name but a couple, and he’s pepping up to spin the decks at your 
favourite Bridgford boozer. 

You’ll have to book your tickets online, and you’re best to get in early as you can get 
them for a bit cheaper at £12.50. 

Why not go all out and treat yerself to a VIP booth for forty smackers, and feel dead 
special with a prosecco reception?

Why the blinkin’ hell not? You’ve already got the Monday off to soothe your aching 
head, so gerrit done!

Riverbank Bar & Kitchen, Trent Bridge, NG2 2GS
riverbanknotts.co.uk
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April

23 St George’s Day
Event and celebration

26 Big Day Out 
BBC Radio Nottingham – featuring FREE 

entry at Nottingham Castle (April 25 & 

26) and at Newstead Abbey (April 26)

May

June

4 1940s Knee’s Up
Brewhouse Yard / Nottingham Castle

9 Mayfest University of Nottingham

22 – 24 Dot to Dot Festival
Around Nottingham

23 – 25 Great Food and
Drink Festival Nottingham Castle

24 The Milk Race
25 – 31 Wheee! Festival
At Nottingham Lakeside Arts

31 Autokarna and the Nottingham 

Post Motor Show at Wollaton Park

6 & 7 No Tomorrow Festival
Wollaton Park

6 – 14 Aegon Open Nottingham 
Women’s WTA Tennis Tournament

17 England v New Zealand
One Day International at Trent Bridge

20 & 21 Cycle Live

20 – 27 Aegon Open Nottingham 
Men’s LTA Tennis Tournament

27 & 28 Armed Forces Day
Wollaton Park

You can also sign up to our FREE What’s On email and get a weekly digest of the best things happening in the city that week. 

Information correct at time of going to print – check listings nearer the time as events may change or be cancelled.

To find out more about any of these events, google, or visit www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/whatson

July August
12 Women’s 5k and 10k run
At the Victoria Embankment

18 Splendour Festival
Wollaton Park

6 – 10 England v Australia
Ashes Test  at Trent Bridge 
6 – 16 Cerebral Palsy 
World Games At Harvey Hadden

15 & 16 Food and Drink 
Festival at Wollaton Park

19 Superheroes’ Picnic
Wollaton Park

22 & 23 Caribbean Carnival
The Forest Recreation Ground

28 – 30 Outdoor Film
Film screenings at Wollaton Park

29 & 30 Archery
The Nottingham Building Society

GB National Finals at Wollaton Park

29 – 31 Great Food and
Drink Festival
At Newstead Abbey

On yer bike! Join in the Cycle Live events -
June 20 and 21

Splendour is a highlight

of summer in Nottingham -

Wollaton Park, July 18

Late July –
early Sept (tbc)
The Beach
Old Market Square

31 – 2 August 
Riverside Festival
Victoria Embankment

What’s On in Nottingham 2015 /mynottingham
@mynottingham
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SATURDAY 4 APR

 The Best in Live Stand 
Up Comedy 
The Glee Club 
7pm

SUNDAY 5 APR

 The Eternal Youth Club 
The Old Coach House 
Southwell 
Free, 3pm

 Farmyard presents... 
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm

 DJ Marriott 
The Southbank Bar 
Free, 9pm

 Pop Up Party - Dimitri 
From Paris 
Riverbank Bar & Kitchen 
£12.50/£15, 8pm

 CSWS: Easter Sunday 
Sound System Jam 
The Lacehouse 
£8, 9pm - 3am
Yami Bolo, Young Warrior 
(Son of Jah Shaka), Addis 
Pablo, Suns of Dub ft. Exile 
D Brave, and more

 Sunday Lunchtime Jazz 

+ The Lion Music Quiz 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 1:30pm

 Dead Shed Jokers 
The Doghouse 
7:30pm

 The Easter Sunday 
Special 
The Approach 
6:30pm

 Feu Fighters 
The Southbank Bar 
Free, 10pm

 Strictly No Django 
The Guitar Bar, Hotel Deux 
Free, 8pm

 Acme Swing 
The Guitar Bar, Hotel Deux 
Free, 8pm

 Live Jazz 
The Bell Inn 
Free, 12pm

 Post Play Off Party 
Bunkers Hill 
Free, 7pm

 Easter Sunday Punk All-
Dayer 
The Maze 
£7.50/£10, 3pm

 Harry and the Last 
Pedestrians 
The Navigation Inn 
Free, 8pm

 Dmitri From Paris 
The Riverbank 
Bar & Kitchen 
£12/£15/£20

 Courtney Barnett 
The Rescue Rooms 
£10, 7pm

SUNDAY 5 APR

 Farmyard Presents: 
Easter Sunday 
Extravaganza 
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm

MONDAY 6 APR

 Dirty Mondays 
The Forum 
10:30pm

 Versus You 
The Doghouse 
7:30pm - 1am

 A Place to Bury 
Strangers 
The Bodega 
7pm

 Live Jazz 
The Bell Inn 
Free, 7pm

 Open Mic Night 
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm

 Tiger Cats + Fever 
Dream + Lost Pets + 
Chorusgirl + Cave Ghosts 
The Maze 
£5/£6.50, 5:30pm

TUESDAY 7 APR

 Phlebas 
Bar Eleven 
£3, 10pm

 Open Mic Night
Filthy’s Nottingham 
Free, 8pm

 Stiff Kittens
The Bodega 
Free, 9pm

 Goldmine 
Wax Bar 
Free, 8pm

 Sleeping With Sirens vs 
Pierce The Veil 
Rock City 
6:30pm

 Mark Thompson 
Bonington Theatre 
£4.50/£6/£7.50, 7:30pm - 
10pm

 #TNMC 
Bunkers Hill 
Free, 8pm

 Notts in a Nutshell 
The Maze 
£3, 7:30pm

 The Guffrits 
The Navigation Inn 
Free, 7pm

 Open Mic Night 
Pepper Rocks 
Free, 9pm

 Nicky Minaj 
Capital FM Arena 
£44.24 - £55.44, 7:30pm

 The Gorgeous Chans 
The Rescue Rooms 
£6, 6:30pm

TUESDAY 7 APR

 Easter Holiday: 
Magical Secret Garden 
Crafts 
The Malt Cross 
£4, 1pm

 Fowl Comedy 
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm

WEDNESDAY 8 APR

 Flip to the Blip 
Wax Bar 
Free, 8pm

 Crisis 
Rock City 
10pm

 Lonelady 
The Bodega 
7pm

 Urban Intro 
The Approach 
Free, 8pm

 East India Youth 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
7pm

 Open Mic Night 
The Bell Inn 
Free, 7pm

 The Colin Staples Blues 
Jam 
The Navigation Inn 
Free, 8:30pm

 Suspect Alibi 
Rock City 
£5, 6:30pm

 Toseland 
The Rescue Rooms

 Make-up Taster Course 
9 - 12 years 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£15, 10am - 4pm

 Life Drawing 
The Malt Cross 
£5, 6pm

 Easter Holiday: Kids’ 
Life Drawing 
The Malt Cross 
£4, 1pm

 Curious Incident of the 
Dog in the Night Time: 
Page to Stage Workshop 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£1, 10:30am - 12pm

 NCF £1 Comedy Night 
Canal House 
£1, 8pm - 10:30pm

THURSDAY 9 APR

 Playground 
The Forum 
10:30pm

 Basil Hodge Quintet: 
Ten Pieces of Silver
Bonington Theatre 
£5/£10/£12, 8pm

 Farmyard presents... 
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm

THURSDAY 9 APR

 Nadine Shah 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
7pm

 UB40s - Ali, Astro 
and Mickey 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£32.50, 7:30pm

 Wholesome Fish 
The Hand and Heart 
Free, 8:30pm

 Open Mic Night 
The Lion at Basford (M) 
Free

 Acoustic Night 
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm

 Badtime for Bonzo’s: 
Beatniks 
Wax Bar 

 Farmyard Presents: 
Jamie Moon + Elizabeth 
Finn + more 
JamCafé 
Free, 8pm

 Farmyard Presents: 
Ladies’ Night - Opie Deino 
Fat Cats 
Free, 7pm

 Glad Rag’s Costume 
Making Workshop 10-15 
years 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£15, 10am - 4pm

 Easter Holiday: 
Scrapheap Sounds 
The Malt Cross 
£4, 1pm

 Big Value 
Comedy Auditions 
Lord Roberts 
Free, 8pm

 Gina Yashmere: 
Laugh Riot 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£16/18.50, 8pm

FRIDAY 10 APR

 April Duels
The Forum 
10:30pm

 Pop Confessional 
The Bodega 
£3, 11pm

 Stiff Kittens 
Annie’s Burger Shack 
Free, 8:30pm - 11pm

 Suburban Legends 
Rock City 
£10, 6:30pm

 Ashmore + Open Mic 
The New Art Exchange 
£3/£4, 7:30pm

 Joe Strange Band 
Riverbank Bar & Kitchen 
Free, 10pm - 12:30am

  The Brains 
The Doghouse 
7:30pm - 1am

    event listings...for more: leftlion.co.uk/listings

Genre:
Pigeonholing is a bit eighties, we just showcase stuff that 
doesn't get much exposure. If one really wants to put a label 
on it, experimental/improv/freeform/noise would cover it.

Venues you do stuff at:
The Chameleon, JT Soar, Stuck on a Name, Primary, Lee 
Rosy’s, One Thoresby Street, Spanky Van Dykes

Your ethos:
Every penny goes to the artists. We lose money but that's 
okay because going to see these acts play London would 
cost us about the same. It's nicer to stay in the Hood and 
feed them cake before the gig.

Who else helps you run the nights?
Abi, Henry, Murray, Pieter and Steve keep the heart of 
Rammel Club beating. We were sad to see a few Rammel 
chums leave over the past few years, but fresh blood brings 
new ideas, hurray.

Ten words that sum up the events you put on:
Woossshboiiiing pjooeeww... leftfield grassroots 
experimental freeform sounds outside the mainstream.

Which local act has gone down best with your crowd?
Sleaford Mods. Getting my head smashed in by a fan 
without a ticket for their sold-out gig was the most 
frightening experience of my life, though.

If you could get a celebrity compere who would you 
choose?
Werner Herzog’s voice would be great.. Or Klaus Kinski 
ranting, naked, waist high in leaves. Also, bring back 
Fred Dibnah. Hell, yes! Let's knock down a chimney with 
rumbling subwoofers.

Tell us a crazy story that has happened at your events…
Artists usually stay on our sofa but a well-respected, 
teetotal academic in his sixties was allergic to cats so we 
put him up in a Travelodge. The hotel called me at 4am 
after kicking him out for attempting to enter a girl's room 
in his pants. I rushed there to find him in his boxers being 
restrained by a security guy. Apparently a noisy hen party 
woke him and, after enduring this terror for half an hour, he 
gently asked to turn it down, but they slammed the door 
shut and reported him. Two minutes later, security frog-
marched him to the lobby. He told us he'll never stay in a 
hotel in Nottingham again...

What have you got coming up this month?
On Thursday 9 April, Fritz Welch returns with French 
experimental guitarist Olivier Diplacido and there’s support 
from tape manipulator extraordinaire Stuart Chalmers 
and local performance artist Arianne Churchman, who’s 
reviving traditional British folk traditions. 

On Tuesday 28 April there's Cathy Hayden and Rogier Smal 
from the Netherlands bringing some of the outer fringes of 
jazz with support by Sheffield gob wobbler Luke Poot, and 
Smut - noise/drone by Lucy Johnson. 

Bit of a scoop here - Friday 8 May we have Japanoise 
legend KK Null and Makoto Kawabata from Acid Mothers 
Temple, and on Thursday 21 May there's a collaboration 
with the Music Exchange to bring the psychedelia and 
giallo inflections of Italy’s Father Murphy with Rainbow 
Grave and Nadir.

rammelclub.org

photo: Tesco Paul
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April

23 St George’s Day
Event and celebration

26 Big Day Out 
BBC Radio Nottingham – featuring FREE 

entry at Nottingham Castle (April 25 & 

26) and at Newstead Abbey (April 26)

May

June

4 1940s Knee’s Up
Brewhouse Yard / Nottingham Castle

9 Mayfest University of Nottingham

22 – 24 Dot to Dot Festival
Around Nottingham

23 – 25 Great Food and
Drink Festival Nottingham Castle

24 The Milk Race
25 – 31 Wheee! Festival
At Nottingham Lakeside Arts

31 Autokarna and the Nottingham 

Post Motor Show at Wollaton Park

6 & 7 No Tomorrow Festival
Wollaton Park

6 – 14 Aegon Open Nottingham 
Women’s WTA Tennis Tournament

17 England v New Zealand
One Day International at Trent Bridge

20 & 21 Cycle Live

20 – 27 Aegon Open Nottingham 
Men’s LTA Tennis Tournament

27 & 28 Armed Forces Day
Wollaton Park

You can also sign up to our FREE What’s On email and get a weekly digest of the best things happening in the city that week. 

Information correct at time of going to print – check listings nearer the time as events may change or be cancelled.

To find out more about any of these events, google, or visit www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/whatson

July August
12 Women’s 5k and 10k run
At the Victoria Embankment

18 Splendour Festival
Wollaton Park

6 – 10 England v Australia
Ashes Test  at Trent Bridge 
6 – 16 Cerebral Palsy 
World Games At Harvey Hadden

15 & 16 Food and Drink 
Festival at Wollaton Park

19 Superheroes’ Picnic
Wollaton Park

22 & 23 Caribbean Carnival
The Forest Recreation Ground

28 – 30 Outdoor Film
Film screenings at Wollaton Park

29 & 30 Archery
The Nottingham Building Society

GB National Finals at Wollaton Park

29 – 31 Great Food and
Drink Festival
At Newstead Abbey

20 & 21 Cycle Live20 & 21 Cycle Live

On yer bike! Join in the Cycle Live events -
June 20 and 21

Wollaton Park
Splendour Festival

Wollaton ParkWollaton ParkWollaton Park

Splendour is a highlight

of summer in Nottingham -

Wollaton Park, July 18

Late July –
early Sept (tbc)
The Beach
Old Market Square

31 – 2 August 
Riverside Festival
Victoria Embankment

What’s On in Nottingham 2015 /mynottingham
@mynottingham

April
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FRIDAY 10 APR

 Bamalamasingsong
Rescue Rooms
£5, 8:30pm

 Turbowolf 
The Bodega 
7pm

 Unplugged Showcase: 
The Fabulous 
Tea Bag Boys 
Bunkers Hill 
Free, 8pm

 The Navigation Blues 
Corporation 
The Navigation Inn 
Free, 8:30pm

 Dead by Mono 
Records Presents: 
Paul Collins Beat  
Thee Eviltones  
The Breakdowns 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
£10/£13, 8pm

 Farmyard Presents: 
Swing Gitan 
Brass Monkey 
Free, 10pm

 Farmyard Presents: 
Kaben 
Fat Cat Sherwood 
Free, 9pm

 Farmyard Presents: 
Wilberforce 3rd 
Slug and Lettuce 
Free, 7:30pm

FRIDAY 10 APR

 The Wind in the Willows 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£11/£13/£40

 CBeebies Live! Presents 
Mr Tumble’s Circus 
Capital FM Arena 
£15.12 - £206 

 The Best in Live Stand 
Up Comedy 
The Glee Club 
£7, 7pm

SATURDAY 11 APR

 Shimmer with 
Damian Wells 
Riverbank Bar & Kitchen 
Free/£5, 9:30pm - 2am

 Flagz
Plan B 
£7, 11pm - 6am

 Atlas Losing Grip 
The Doghouse 
7pm

 Sasha McVeigh + 
Sonia Leigh 
The Bodega 
7pm

 Demob Happy 
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
7pm

 Drenge: Signing 
Rough Trade 
Free, 1pm

SATURDAY 11 APR

 Cover Bombing with 
Jacknife Posters 
Rough Trade 
Free, 7pm

 Woolf + No Form + 
W.S.D.S.O.D
JT Soar 
£4, 8pm

 Resident DJ 
Matt Brown 
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm

 Smokescreen 
Sound System 
The Maze 
Free, 9pm

 Cuntstock 2015 
The Old Angel 
£5

 Alex Adair at SVR 
Stealth 
£5, 10pm

 I Am Kloot 
The Rescue Rooms 
£18.50, 6:30pm

 Farmyard Presents: 
Paul Robinson 
Fat Cat Sherwood 
Free, 9pm

 Farmyard Presents: 
Hymn + Felix 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 8pm

SATURDAY 11 APR

 Vocal Debate: 
Who Are We? 
The New Art Exchange 
Free, 2pm

 Introduction to 
Arduino Workshop 
Nottingham Hackspace 
11am - 4pm

 My Dance Festival 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£7/£9, 7pm

 WWE Live 2015 
Capital Fm Arena 
£22.40 - £67.20, 7:30pm

 Saturday Night Comedy 
Just The Tonic 
8pm

 The Best in Live Stand 
Up Comedy 
The Glee Club 
7pm

 Dr Sketchy’s Art School 
The Glee Club 
£8, 12pm

SUNDAY 12 APR

 Sunday Lunchtime Jazz 
+ The Lion Music Quiz 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 1:30pm

 Frantic Flintstones + The 
Go Go Cult + Terrorsaurs 
The Doghouse 
7pm

SUNDAY 12 APR

 Duke Garwood 
The Bodega 
7pm

 Open Mic Night 
The Johnson Arms 
Free, 12pm

 Farmyward Presents: 
Acoustic Sundays 
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm

 Macro Photography 
Masterclass Session 
Wollaton Hall 
£45, 9am

MONDAY 13 APR

 Notts in a Nutshell 
The Maze 
£3, 7:30pm

 Circa Waves 
The Rescue Rooms 
6:30pm

 Pop Goes The Postcard! 
Age 8-12 years 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£6.50, 10am

 Easter Holiday: 
Decoding the Egyptians 
The Malt Cross 
£4, 1pm

 Easter Dance for Film 
Sharing Event 
The New Art Exchange 
Free, 1pm - 2pm

TUESDAY 14 APR

 Nicola Farnon Trio 
The Worksop Library 
7:30pm

 The Guffrits 
The Navigation Inn 
Free, 7pm

 Open Mic Night 
Pepper Rocks 
Free, 9pm

 Music Hall Masks 
The Malt Cross 
£4, 1pm

 Megan Henwood and 
Fran Wyburn 
The Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm

WEDNESDAY 15 APR

 Open Mic Night 
The Maze 
Free, 7:30pm

 Flip to the Blip 
Wax Bar 
Free, 8pm

 Marius Neset Quintet 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£14/£16, 8pm

 Nicola Farnon Trio 
Southwell Library 
7:30pm

 Life Drawing 
The Malt Cross 
£5, 6pm

38  leftlion.co.uk/issue66
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WEDNESDAY 15 APR

 The Colin Staples 
Blues Jam 
The Navigation Inn 
Free, 8:30pm

 Playful Portraits 
Workshop 10 - 15 Years 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£6.50, 10am - 12:30pm

 Picture Play Workshop 
for Families Ages 5+ 
Lakeside Arts Centre
£6.50, 1:30pm - 4pm

 Easter Holiday: Down 
the Rabbit Hole 
The Malt Cross 
Free, 1pm

THURSDAY 16 APR

 Farmyard presents... 
The Golden Fleece
Free, 8pm

 Brentano String Quartet 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£14/£16, 7:30pm

 Young Kato 
The Bodega 
7pm

 Michael Ball 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£40, 7:30pm

 Balkan Express 
The Hand and Heart 
Free, 7pm

 Nicola Farnon Trio 
West Bridgford Libray 
7:30pm

 Departure Kids + Syslak 
+ Proto Idiot + Cans
JT Soar 
8pm

 JazzTrane 
The Maze 
£5, 8pm

 Axis Of 
Rock City 
£3, 10pm

 Beatniks 
Wax Bar 
Free, 8pm

 Farmyard Presents: 
Alexa Hawksworth 
Fat Cats 
Free, 7pm

 Panel Discussion: 
Exotica Suite 
The New Art Exchange 
Free, 6:30pm

 Portrait Photography 
Workshop 18+ 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
6:30pm

 Easter Holiday: 
Scrapheap Sounds 
The Malt Cross 
£4, 1pm

 Jay Rayner:
My Dining Hell 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
8pm - 10pm

FRIDAY 17 APR

 Stiff Kittens
Annie’s Burger Shack 
Free, 8:30pm - 11pm

 Georgie 
The Bodega 
£4, 6:30pm

 Anorak 
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
7pm

 (Un)Record Store Day 
JT Soar 
6pm

 The Breakfast Club 
Bunkers Hill 
Free, 9pm

 Electric Swing Circus 
The Maze 
£7, 8pm

 The Navigation 
Blues Corporation 
The Navigation Inn 
Free, 8:30pm

 Tony Wright + CJ 
Wildheart + Paul Miro + 
Chris Catalyst 
Rock City 
£12, 6pm

 Therapy? 
The Rescue Rooms 
£17.50, 6:30pm

 Farmyard Presents: 
Josh Kemp 
Brass Monkey 
Free, 10pm

 Farmyard Presents: 
Saturday Sons 
Fat Cat Sherwood 
Free, 9pm

 Farmyard Presents: 
Kaben 
Slug and Lettuce 
Free, 7:30pm

 Haunted Events UK - 
Lord Byron’s Death 
Newstead Abbey 
7:30pm - 10:30pm

 Patrick Rolink  
George Egg  
Danny McLoughlin 
Bethany Black 
Jongleurs Comedy Club 
Nottingham 
8:30pm

 The Best in Live Stand 
Up Comedy 
The Glee Club 
£7, 7pm

SATURDAY 18 APR

 The Gypsy Lounge 
Filthy’s Nottingham 
Free, 10pm

 Shimmer with 
Damian Wells 
Riverbank Bar & Kitchen 
Free/£5, 9:30pm

 RSD 2015 
The Music Exchange 

SATURDAY 18 APR

 Genre Mash II 
The Doghouse 
2pm

 Lazy Habits 
The Bodega 
7pm

 Solid Silver 60s 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£23.50/£25.50/£27.50, 7:30pm

 Resident DJ:
Matt Brown 
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm

 Seven Little Sisters
Quiet Loner 
Blind Fever Band 
The Most Ugly Child 
The Maze 
£6, 7:30pm

 The Leisure Society 
The Rescue Rooms 
£15, 6:30pm

 Farmyard Presents: 
Steve McGill 
Fat Cat Sherwood 
Free, 9pm

 Textile Season: 
Clasp Purse
Debbie Bryan 
£35, 10:30am - 2pm

 Introduction to 
Screen Printing -
All Materials Included
The Malt Cross 
£50, 11am

 The Best in Live Stand 
Up Comedy 
The Glee Club 
7pm

SUNDAY 19 APR

 Faction 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
3pm - 10pm

 Jazz in the Bar 
Bonington Theatre 
£5, 7:30pm

 Nai Harvest 
The Bodega 
7pm

 Y Not Festival Presents: 
Faction No 4 
Rough Trade Nottingham  
Free, 3pm - 10pm

 Soulweaver  
Doomsday Outlaw  
The Smokin’ Prophets 
The Maze 
£4/£5, 7:30pm

MONDAY 20 APR

 Finley Quaye 
The Bodega 
7pm

 Funhouse Comedy: 
Should I Stay or 
Should I Go? 
The Maze 
£4, 8pm

TUESDAY 21 APR

 Goldmine 
Wax Bar 
8pm - 1am

 Czech Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£15 - £40, 7:30pm

 Jam Night 
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm

 Hannah Scott 
The Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm

 The Guffrits 
The Navigation Inn 
Free, 7pm

 Open Mic Night 
Pepper Rocks 
Free, 9pm

WEDNESDAY 22 APR

 Flip to the Blip 
Wax Bar 
Free, 8pm - 12:30pm

 Dylan Moran 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£25, 8pm

 Open Mic Night 
The Bell Inn 
Free, 7pm

 The Colin Staples 
Blues Jam 
The Navigation Inn 
Free, 8:30pm

 Wire 
The Rescue Rooms 
£15, 6:30pm

 Life Drawing 
The Malt Cross 
£5, 6pm

THURSDAY 23 APR

 Farmyard presents... 
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm

 Tommaso Starace 
Quartet 
Bonington Theatre 
£5/£10/£12, 8pm

 Vadhym Kholodenko 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
7:30pm - 9pm

 Bellowhead 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£18.50/£24.50, 7:30pm

 J J Quintet 
The Hand and Heart 
Free, 8pm

 Hollie McNish 
The Glee Club 
£10, 7pm

 Kyshera 
Rock City 
£3, 9pm

THURSDAY 23 APR

 Farmyard Presents: 
Ladies Night - Nick Keen 
Fat Cats 
Free, 7pm

 Learning Previews 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 4:30pm

 Speech Therapy 
Spoken Word 
The Guitar Bar, 
Hotel Deux 
Free, 8pm

FRIDAY 24 APR

 Bearfoot Beware +
Darwin +
The Dinosaur & Vasa
JT Soar 
8pm - 11pm

 Riverbank 5th 
Birthday Party 
Riverbank 
Bar & Kitchen 
£10, 7pm - 2am

 Stiff Kittens 
Annie’s Burger Shack 
9:30pm - 11:45pm

 Crate Diggin’ 
Rough Trade 
Nottingham 
Free, 7pm

 The Ben Martin Quartet, 
Ballads and Blues 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
Free, 1pm

 Andie Hunter 
Bunkers Hill 
Free, 8pm

 Maxi Dread
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm

 Writer’s Bloc:
Cracker Jon & 2late 
Benny Diction
Oliver Sudden
The Maze 
£3, 9:30pm

 The Navigation 
Blues Corporation
The Navigation Inn 
Free, 8:30pm

 Von Hertzen Brothers 
The Rescue Rooms 
£12, 6:30pm

 Ed James + Alphabet 
Backwards + Nuwala 
JamCafé 
Free, 8pm

 Farmyard Presents: 
Friday Night Live - Jiallo 
Brass Monkey 
Free, 10pm

 Farmyard Presents: 
Opie Deino 
Slug and Lettuce 
Free, 7:30pm

 Inspector Morse: 
House of Ghosts 
Bonington Theatre 
£5/£8/£10, 7:30pm

FRIDAY 24 APR

 Kane Brown + 
Adam Staunton + Mike 
Williamson + Gary Little 
Jongleurs Comedy Club 
8:30pm

 Punk 4 The Homeless: 
D.S.A 
Pedagree Skum
Paul Carbuncle
Unune
The Sumac Centre 
Donations, 8pm - 11pm

 Shimmer with 
DJ Damian Wells 
Riverbank Bar & Kitchen 
Free/£5, 9:30pm

 Carlton and Cantamus - 
Festival Concert 
The Albert Hall 
£12.50, 7:15pm

 10x9 Hardcore Presents 
The Doghouse 
7pm

SATURDAY 25 APR

 The Scottish 
Fiddle Orchestra 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
7:30pm

 Caught by the Fuzz! 
Charity Rock ‘n’ Roll 
The Maze 
£12/£14, 5pm

 Portico 
Rock City 
£15, 6:30pm

 Clone Roses 
The Rescue Rooms 
£10, 6:30pm

 Farmyard Presents: 
Josh Kemp 
Fat Cat Sherwood 
Free, 9pm

 Farmyard Presents: 
Portico + Snow Ghosts 
Rock City 
£15, 7pm

 Beanbag Music Club 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£7, 1:15pm

 The Best in Live 
Stand Up Comedy 
The Glee Club 
7pm

SUNDAY 26 APR

 Faction 
Rough Trade Nottingham
3pm - 10pm

 Sunday Lunchtime Jazz 
+ The Lion Music Quiz 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 1:30pm

 Binns Organ Recital - 
Peter Holder 
The Albert Hall 
£6, 2:45pm

 Helsinki 
The Bodega 
7pm



SPANNED  STUFF 
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Your new Notts music tip sheet, as compiled 
by Nusic’s Sam Nahirny.
Also, the 2015 Future Sound of Nottingham’s motor is 
running, so if you want to hop on for one hell of a ride 
that might see you playing Rock City and Splendour, you 
can start the process by spreading some love. Not only 
because it’s nice, but because it could mean you qualify 
for an automatic semi-final placement. Tune in to the Nusic 
podcasts for all the details, get tuning your instruments, 
and gargling that honey and lemon… 

nusic.org.uk

George Holroyd

There aren’t many songwriters that can get away with 
writing about morning dew and Friesian cows and 
still have you hanging on every word. This man is the 
exception. While he reels you in with these lovely little 
tales, he’ll also inject you with a smidgen of you’re-never-
gonna-get-this-bloody-song-out-of-your-head-ness (better 
known as YNGGTBSOOYH). He recently launched his 
debut EP Peru, and this may sound like a bit of a weird 
description, but listening to it really does transport you 
to the middle of the countryside, where your only worries 
have something to do with greenery or animals. To top 
it all off, one of the most stunning, sickly sweet love 
songs we’ve ever heard rounds off the EP. From farmers to 
lovers, George caters for everyone with his music. Maybe 
he could soundtrack a countryside romance flick - Fifty 
Shades of Hay perhaps? No? I’ll get a taxi.

facebook.com/georgeholroydmusic

Anomic Soul

When you find a new band and they describe themselves 
as electronic, deep house, breakbeat, urban, moody 
and fresh, you’re pulled in different directions. Those 
were the tags I was reading as my computer crashed 
while on their SoundCloud, which I can only assume 
happened because it was unable to quite comprehend 
the input. But sometimes you have to get lost before you 
can find yourself. Anomic Soul mix dark, brooding beats 
- sometimes with vocals, sometimes with spoken word - 
to make tunes that don’t sound dissimilar to what you’d 
image a Prince track to sound like if it had been altered 
in Aphex Twin’s musical lab. The lyrics aren’t your usual 
electronic waffle - they contain everything from political 
standpoints to the safety of aquatic creatures, so it’s 
quite an intense listening experience, but nonetheless, a 
rewarding one nonetheless. They’re at the very start of 
their career, but if they carry on progressing at this rate, 
they’ll be getting a blimp with their logo on it very soon…

tinyurl.com/anomicsoulfb

BONINGTON THEATRE

Wizard of Oz Jr 
£8
Wed 1 Apr - Thurs 2 Apr

The Ladykillers 
£8 
Weds 15 Apr - Sat 18 Apr

THE DJANOGLY 
ART GALLERY

Geoff Diego - Litherland 
Free, 11am - 4pm
Sat 21 Feb - Sun 10 May

Justin Mortimer 
Free, 11am - 4pm
Sat 7 Mar - Sun 31 May.

Richard Hamilton Word 
and Image: Prints 1963 – 
2007
Free, 11am - 4pm
Sat 7 Mar - Sun 31 May.

THE HARLEY GALLERY

Confected, Borrowed, Blue: 
An Installation 
by Paul Scott 
10am - 4:30pm
Sat 25 Apr - Sun 21 Jun

Necklace for an Elephant 
and other stories: 
The Working Lives 
of David Poston 
10am - 4:30pm
Sat 25 Apr -  Sun 21 Jun

LACE MARKET THEATRE

William Shakespeare’s 
King John
£7 - £11, 7:30pm - 10:30pm
Mon 20 Apr - Sat 25 Apr

SYSON GALLERY

Orchidee Vanille 
Thurs 2 Apr - Fri 15 May

LAKESIDE ARTS CENTRE

Gallery Art Group 
£40 - £50
Thurs 1 Jan - Mon 1 Jun

Playing Around 
Free, 11am - 4pm
Fri 16 Jan - Sun 3 May

NOTTINGHAM 
CONTEMPORARY

Glenn Ligon: Encounters 
and Collisions 
Free
Fri 3 Apr - Sun 14 Jun.

NOTTINGHAM 
PLAYHOUSE

The Show Must Go On 
£15/19, 8pm
Fri 17 Apr - Sat 18 Apr

Beautiful Thing 
£10.50 - £28.50 
Tues 21 Apr - Sat 9 May

Blood 
£8-10, 8pm
Thurs 23 Apr - Sat 25 Apr

THEATRE ROYAL & 
ROYAL CONCERT HALL

Dead Simple 
Mon 13 Apr – Sat 18 Apr

Oklahoma 
Tues 28 Apr - Sat 2 May

THE WEST BRIDGFORD 
LIBRARY GALLERY

Transformations 
Sat 4 Apr - Sun 17 May

BACKLIT GALLERY

Einstein on the Beach
Sat 11 Apr - Sun 17 May

SUNDAY 26 APR

 John Hardy 
The Johnson Arms 
Free, 8pm

 Chris Murray + 
Liam O’Kane + Matt 
Crosher + Ashmore 
The Maze 
£4, 7:30pm

 Villagers 
The Glee Club 
£14, 7pm

 Hit The Deck Festival 
2015 
Rock City 

 Introduction to Using 
Colour 18+ 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
10am - 4pm

MONDAY 27 APR

 High Hazels 
Rough Trade 
Free, 7pm

 Mexrissey 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£12.50, 7:30pm

 Open Mic Night 
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm

 Mexico Goes Morrissey 
The Rescue Rooms
£12.50, 6:30pm

 A Midsummer’s 
Nights Dream 
Lakeside Arts Centre
£12/£15, 7:30pm

 The Third Stage 
presents: An Evening of 
Psychic Comedy 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£7.50, 7:30pm

TUESDAY 28 APR

 Akala 
The Bodega 
£11, 7pm

 Grrls and Guitars 
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm

 The Guffrits 
The Navigation Inn 
Free, 7pm

 Josh Rose Trio 
The Glee Club 
£15, 7pm

 UFO 
Rock City 
£22.50, 7:30pm

 Sally Morgan 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£24, 7:30pm

WEDNESDAY 29 APR

 Flip to the Blip 
Wax Bar 
Free, 8pm - 12:30pm

 Open Mic Night 
The Bell Inn

WEDNESDAY 29 APR

 Crisis 
Rock City 
10pm - 3am

 Texas 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
7:30pm

 The Colin Staples 
Blues Jam 
The Navigation Inn 
Free, 8:30pm

 Wretched Soul + Incinery 
+ Invasive + 
Killer Hurts 
The Maze 
Free, 7pm

 Blue Pills 
The Rescue Rooms 
£12, 6:30pm

 Life Drawing 
The Malt Cross 
£5, 6pm

THURSDAY 30 APR

 Yak + The Moon 
The Bodega 
7pm

 Nick Cave 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£45/£60, 7:30pm

 Aistaguca 
The Hand and Heart 
Free, 8pm

 Olly Murs 
Capital FM Arena 
£33.04 - £145.04, 7:30pm

 Blair Dunlop and 
Emma Stevens 
The Glee Club 
£11, 7pm

 Farmyard Presents: 
Ladies Night - Paul 
Robinson 
Fat Cats 
Free, 7pm

 Playing Around: 
Lunchtime Talks - 
Performing Communities
Djanogly Theatre 
Free, 1pm - 2pm

 Blood And Stone: 
Lullaby for a Vampire 
Countess 
Lee Rosy’s Tea Shop 
£3/£4, 8pm

 Big Value Comedy 
Auditions 
Das Kino 
Free, 8pm

 Open Mic Night 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 8pm

 Farmyard presents:
Acoustic Night
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm

 Women Stand Up! 
Comedy Night 
The Maze 
£5, 7pm 
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YOUR OWN RCF EVENT!

We’re looking for three members 
of our Real Creative Futures 
community to run and facilitate 
one event each month across a 
three-month period (May – July 
2015). For information please 
contact us on rcf@nae.org.uk 
or 0115 924 8630. 

ACCESS RCF GRANT FUNDING

As well as providing free 
support, advice and access 
to our events, we also have 
business grants on o� er – aimed 
at creative businesses within 
Nottingham City. Between 
£500 and £5000 is available 
depending upon your needs.

RCF SHORTS  

Friday 10 April 2015, 6pm 
New Art Exchange 
LIVE @ NAE: 
OPEN MIC + ASHMORE
Join us for some networking 
and professional development 
with Rastarella from Cultural 
Vibrations and enjoy the music.

WORK OUT OF OFFICE DAYS

We are now bringing our 
pop-up o�  ce to new venues. 
Join us on the fi rst Thursday 
of each month to discover 
inspiring local projects:

7 MAY, Hyson Green Youth Club
4 JUNE, WIRED Café 
2 JULY, Primary

REAL CREATIVE FUTURES UPDATES

To fi nd out more and sign up to the project, email rcf@nae.org.uk or call 0115 924 8630

NUSIC
BOX
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ART DIRECTOR 
Kelso Jones  
Salary: Up to £45,000 per annum (full time) 
Application: leftlion.co.uk/LL-Job-94 
We’re looking to recruit a multi-disciplined designer/
art director responsible for the creative output of 
the agency. You will ensure the effective delivery of 
outstanding creative marketing and communication 
solutions in particular, by inspiring and leading your 
team and taking full responsibility for all creative output. 
You will ensure that the team is nurtured and developed, 
the best possible creative work is produced at all times 
and that there is a readiness to challenge internally and 
externally when creativity could be compromised.  

 
DIGITAL/GRAPHIC DESIGNER 
Superfi  
Salary: Unspecified (part time) 
Application: leftlion.co.uk/LL-Job-95 
Superfi, the UK’s leading family-owned hi-fi and audio 
retailer, are seeking a highly skilled and talented part-
time digital/graphic designer. You must be creative and 
have superb technical ability. The hours are likely to 
run at approximately 16 - 20 per week on a fixed-term, 
one year contract. In the first instance, this will be on a 
freelance basis, however the role has every possibility 
of becoming permanent. This will be an opportunity 
to develop your marketing skills, at the same time as 
producing adverts, posters, fliers, web banners and 
creative emails. 

 
COPYWRITER 
musclefood.com  
Salary: £20,000 - £25,000 (full time) 
Application: leftlion.co.uk/LL-Job-96 
MuscleFood.com is searching for a talented, passionate 
copywriter to join the team. The role will include 
researching and writing persuasive copy quickly and 
accurately, communicating with the marketing and 
design teams to bring your copy to life and writing 
newsworthy press releases on a variety of matters. 
To be successful, you must have faultless spelling, 
grammar and attention to detail. Successful applicants 
will work quickly and efficiently in order to meet 
tight deadlines. Experience working as part of a busy 
marketing team is preferred but not essential. 

 
SOFTWARE DEVELOPER 
Boots  
Salary: Unspecified (full time) 
Application: leftlion.co.uk/LL-Job-97 
Boots are looking to add new talent to their thriving 
IT team, offering great development and career 
progression opportunities. You will be delivering 
software solutions to our operations teams in stores 
and beating technical challenges while meeting 
cost, time and quality objectives. You will work 
closely with solution designers and infrastructure 
teams, collaborating to develop systems for the 
intense working environment. Software development 
experience is essential. 

SOCIAL MEDIA CONSULTANT 
BCS Agency 
Salary: Unspecified (full time) 
Application: leftlion.co.uk/LL-Job-98 
BCS agency are looking for someone who has 
experience working with multiple brands in the social 
media marketing space. Must be well-organized, 
client-focussed and a strong communicator. Successful 
applicants will oversee social media campaigns which 
include, but are not limited to, research, campaign and 
content creation, execution, monitoring and reporting. 
Candidates must have two or more years of social 
media experience. Account management experience is 
preferred and you must be highly competent in using 
Facebook, LinkedIn, Google+, Google Communities, 
Twitter, Flickr, YouTube and Pinterest.  

DIGITAL DESIGNER 
A1 People  
Salary: £25,000 - £35,000 (full time) 
Application: leftlion.co.uk/LL-Job-99 
A1 People are looking for a Digital Designer to join 
the studio team. They are an international marketing 
group based in Nottinghamshire, working across a 
variety of sectors including leisure, restaurant, retail, 
pharmaceuticals and healthcare. Candidates must have 
a strong digital portfolio, an understanding of user-
centred design principles and a solid understanding of 
the technical abilities and limitations of web and mobile 
technologies. Successful applicants will be confident in 
Photoshop, InDesign and Illustrator and have a strong 
knowledge of HTML and CSS, flash and Powerpoint.
 
ARTWORKER 
Paper Rose Ltd. and The Art Group  
Salary: Unspecified (full time) 
Application: leftlion.co.uk/LL-Job-100 
Paper Rose Ltd. and The Art Group are suppliers of 
greeting cards, gift bags and accessories to many 
leading UK high street retailers, independent stores 
and export customers. An exciting opportunity has 
risen for an experienced artworker to join their team. As 
part of a small yet busy studio, you will be responsible 
for the setup of artwork files, preparing them for print 
and liaising with suppliers. You will be required to 
coordinate and manage external scanning and repro 
requirements. Successful candidates must have at least 
three years’ experience in a similar role. 
 
JUNIOR PHOTOGRAPHER 
Saul Isaac Photography  
Salary: £12,675 (full time) 
Application: leftlion.co.uk/LL-Job-101 
Saul Isaac Photography is one of the fastest growing 
school photographers in the East Midlands. They are 
now seeking to employ somebody to join their existing 
team to assist with photographing and editing school 
and portrait images. The role entails working within 
the school photography team, editing school images 
and helping to develop the brand. You will be required 
to visit schools and nurseries to take pictures, so the 
ability to work with children of all ages is essential. 
Candidates must be flexible with working hours, as 
early starts and late finishes may be necessary. 
 

 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATE 
Michael Page  
Salary: £50,000 - £65,000 (full time) 
Application: leftlion.co.uk/LL-Job-102 
As Architectural Associate, you will be the chief 
architect for practice retail projects, leading your team 
of talented designers to the successful realisation of 
each and every project. Your responsibilities will include 
taking a brief through the plan of works from concept 
to completion, on site supervision, liaising with clients 
both new and existing and coordinating contractors. 
You will be required to mentor and develop the quality 
of your team, and therefore practice portfolio, promoting 
the practice and securing a healthy pipeline of work. 
The successful applicant will pride themselves on their 
natural leadership abilities. 
 

CREATIVE DESIGNER 
MET Marketing  
Salary: £26,000 - £30,000 (full time) 
Application: leftlion.co.uk/LL-Job-103 
MET Marketing is working with one of the North’s most 
up and coming businesses. Due to continued expansion, 
they are seeking a Creative Designer to head the 
design process. The successful candidate will be highly 
creative and concept driven. The role will be entirely 
varied, with areas including packaging, print and digital. 
Applicants must have experience in branding, and a 
background in designing for contemporary food brands 
would be beneficial but is not essential. MET Marketing 
is working with one of the North’s most up and coming 
businesses. Due to continued expansion, they are 
seeking a Creative Designer to head the design process. 
The successful candidate will be highly creative and 
concept driven. The role will be entirely varied, with 
areas including packaging, print and digital. Applicants 
must have experience in branding, and a background 
in designing for contemporary food brands would be 
beneficial but is not essential. 
 
 
PHP DEVELOPER 
Vantage Recruitment Solutions  
Salary: £30,000 - £35,000 (full time) 
Application: leftlion.co.uk/LL-Job-104 
A technology-driven e-commerce organisation in the 
heart of Nottingham is looking for a passionate and 
experienced PHP Web Developer to join their ever-
growing development team. The successful applicant 
will work on greenfield projects as well as support the 
lead developer in maintaining and further developing 
a range of PHP websites. This will include day-to-day 
content updates, developing new functionality and 
creating new sites. Key skills required: PHP, MVC 
concepts, HTMI/CSS, My SQL, GIT and Javascript/
jQuery. 

Sponsored by Real Creative Futures
A transformational programme of FREE support 
for Nottingham's creative businesses and 
practitioners. Our aim is simple - we want to see 
Nottingham's local creative community thrive.

Add your jobs at leftlion.co.uk/addjob
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Write Lion
Welcome to the page where people still read books and aren’t bored of their own 
company. If you want a book reviewing, lob over an email to books@leftlion.co.uk  
 

The Spice Box Letters
Eve Makis
£8.99 (Standstone Press)

When a novel’s protagonist uncovers 
a journal left behind by a deceased 
relative, you may understandably 
suspect an emotional journey of self-
discovery is in the offing. Perhaps 
the journal will contain details of a 
long-lost affair to be retraced, or an 
heirloom to be sought out. What you’re 
not expecting is their gran’s personal 
account of the brutal realities of the Armenian genocide of 
1915, but that’s what Katerina discovers after the funeral 
of her beloved grandmother Mariam. Digging through the 
painful history of her family, Katerina travels to Cyprus and 
New York to find out what happened to her relatives during 
the genocide. Makis has done her research, and the historical 
details of 100 years ago ring true, as do finely drawn 
characters like Katerina’s great uncle, the cantankerous, 
memorable Gabriel. Add some mouth-watering descriptions 
of food and you have a warm, affecting tale to savour. Robin 
Lewis

sandstonepress.com

Angel of Death
Ben Cheetham
£7.99 (Head of Zeus)

The charred remains of a married 
couple are dragged from a burning 
mansion on the outskirts of Sheffield 
and their children are discovered, 
barely alive, beside the house fire 
that belies a terrible secret, revealed 
on a video found in the wreckage. 
The second of Ben Cheetham’s Steel 
City series follows Angel, a prostitute 
focused on revenge most unlawful. Picking apart the carnage 
is DI Jim Monaghan. Like many a fictional veteran detective, 
he has marital and boss issues, sacrificing his own happiness 
for the sake of putting away the bad guys. In this case, 
the criminals are hiding the darkest of crimes behind their 
authority and facades of respectability. The nature of justice 
and its moral ambiguities are studied in this fast-paced novel 
that kicks off a three-book story-arc, the last of which is to be 
partly set in Nottingham. John Baird

headofzeus.com

Summer Girl
Kelly Vero
£5.49 (FeedARead)

If you’ve ever been to Valetta, you’ll 
know how well the walled citadel 
lends itself to a detective novel. But 
here’s a detective with a twist: he’s 
a vampire. “Gimme a break!” I hear 
you cry. “Not another bloody vampire 
novel.” But wait. This series is 
actually pretty enjoyable. The novels 
are a love letter to Malta – Kelly Vero 
was born in Nottingham but has made Malta her home and 
her love for the island is obvious. Jack Sant is a compelling 
hero too – a slim, pale, blonde man, though at least 400 years 
undead, investigates cold cases for his friend Frank Vella, and 
Summer Girl is an easy one to solve for a man like Jack. It’s 
not much of a mystery, but so much of this first slim volume is 
taken up with the details of the detective’s devilish lifestyle, 
you don’t much mind. Sue Barsby

feedaread.com
 

Mohawks And Mohicans
Ian Shipley
£9.99 (Grosvenor House Publishing)

Ian Shipley knows a punk when he 
sees one. Mohawks and Mohicans is 
an incredible account of the thriving 
punk scene in the once serene market 
town of Newark-on-Trent. Since 
reading, I’ve spent a huge number 
of happy hours listening to the 
incredible bands that Shipley talks 
about. I’m particularly in love with 
The Automatics and I love Ian Weird’s punk poetry. Shipley 
really captures the genre’s fun side and he nails the anarchic, 
revolutionary, underground feel of the movement for anyone 
who feels alienated from the political status quo. If it had one 
drawback, it’s that the book is so rammed with info that it’s 
more like an encyclopaedia than a story. All that amazing 
research could have been woven into a more exciting, gripping 
narrative. Trust me, though, when I say I’m being picky. It’s 
well worth a read for all lovers of punk. Katie Hutchcraft

For It Was Saturday Night
James Walker/Carol Swain
Free (Shintin)

Disgusted at the powers that be 
“mekkin’ a right balls-up of education”, 
James Walker calls upon the shade of 
Alan Sillitoe for assistance. Unwilling 
to return “while there’s toffs in 
government”, Nottingham’s bolshiest 
novelist sends his two most famous 
creations back into the world to help. 
But when Smith from Loneliness of the 
Long-Distance Runner proves, in his zombified form, to be 
more of a short-distance shuffler, it’s down to Arthur Seaton 
of Saturday Night and Sunday Morning fame to throw his 
weight behind Walker’s campaign for literacy and libraries. 
Things get off to a shaky start when Seaton goes in search 
of a pint and discovers that his beloved White Horse is now 
a kebab shop. Illustrated in suitably unpretentious fashion 
by Carol Swain, this latest Dawn of the Unread comic also 
features Ray Gosling, the Fish Man and Blakey from On the 
Buses. Neil Fulwood

dawnoftheunread.com

Is it a bird? Is it a plane? Is it Fish Man? No! It’s Brainz 
Man - one of the many characters found within the pages 
of Dawn of the Unread. Alongside Trent Uni, the graphic 
novel bringing Nottingham’s literary figures back from the 
dead won the Teaching Excellence Award at The Guardian 
Education Awards last month. Long live boooks!
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Ms Hood
Aly Stoneman and Amanda Eleanor 
Tribble
Free to view/download (Shintin) 

For an ancient legend, Robin Hood 
is bang up to date. Making the 
gap between rich and poor smaller 
via the surgical removal of rich 
folk’s money from their wallets, to 
then redistribute it to those at the 
other end of society will only seem 
irrelevant when those at the top 
stop being greedy sods. No time soon, then. Dawn of the 
Unread’s Ms Hood recasts Robin as an idealistic young 
lad who pretends to hold up a bank as a publicity stunt. 
Pointing a toy bow and arrow at the police goes as well 
as you’d expect, and Rob ‘Hoody’ finds his legend at a 
premature end when an overzealous riot officer plugs him. 
Told in verse with a nod to Carol Ann Duffy’s The World’s 
Wife, this story finds modern echoes of Robin Hood’s anti-
authoritarianism and resistance in leaks, protests and the 
always-contemporary sight of rich bastards eating all the 
pie. Robin Lewis

dawnoftheunread.com 

A Sense of Place
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 
£3 print or free online

Launched in 2014, this quarterly 
literary journal from Nottingham 
Writers’ Studio showcases creative 
writing by its members. The theme 
of the current issue, A Sense of Place, 
was inspired by their move to the 
impressive new premises in Hockley 
and explores how ‘place matters’, 
allowing writers to “add dimensions 
and meaning that… exposes a story’s beating heart.” 
Contributors including Angela Barton, Sarah Dale, Pippa 
Hennessy and Tony Challis tackle temporal and physical 
terrain through poetry and prose, connecting location 
with memory and emotion in diverse settings ranging 
from Mombasa to the potbanks of Stoke-on-Trent. Being 
a nosey bogger, I was equally intrigued by the authors’ 
short biographies at the end of each piece, from which the 
source of inspiration can sometimes be gleaned. The journal 
– along with previous issues – is free to read or download, 
with a limited print run on sale from NWS and Five Leaves 
Bookshop. Aly Stoneman

issuu.com/nottinghamwritersstudio

Beyond The Tune
Jayne Stanton
£5 (Soundswrite Press)

This East Midlands-based poet and 
fiddle player has read and published 
her poetry widely, and there’s 
plenty to enjoy in this observant 
and intimate first collection. Full 
marks to the independent publisher 
in Leicester who has put together 
a classy little volume on a no-doubt 
shoestring budget. The writing is 
dexterously crafted, achieving both economy and musicality. 
I particularly enjoyed the poems reminiscing about the 
sayings and ‘rituals’ of the author’s family, including the 
dialect piece Handed Down and the detailed tea ceremony 
at Grandma’s. Cats feature in several of the poems and 
some set-ups feel intriguingly esoteric, while a sequence 
in the middle sails into darker waters (Found in Cupboards; 
Pet), but Jayne, in her opening poem Grace Notes, alerts 
and invites the reader to expect metaphors and double 
meanings throughout, “Listen/ For the notes between the 
notes. Slip beyond the tune.” An excellent debut pamphlet. 
Aly Stoneman

soundswritepress.com
 

The Vernon Arms aka Sainsbury’s

Once upon a time, at the corner of Forest Road and Alfreton Road there wor a boozer 
called The Windmill that celebrated the thirteen windmills what once ran along 
Forest Road, all suckin’ in hilly air so the millers could mek us bread – like Windy 
Miller used to do in Camberwick Green. Now, of course, Forest Road is rammed 
full o’ prozzies and the last remaining pub, The Vernon Arms, got converted into a 
Sainsbury’s a few years back. This is probleh for best or else in ‘undred years it might 
o’ ended up bein’ called ‘Up the Arse is a Tenner Extra’ to commemorate us more 
recent histreh in this dodgeh area. Anyways, I digresh. Some o’ the windmills got 
shipped off round countreh and the last one wor got rid of in 1885, probs cuz someone 
had invented a plug-in bread maker or summat.  

Tale: Tony Shaw Windmills in Nottinghamshire
Ale: Sainsbury’s basics 2% lager



Juga-Naut
Stolen Art EP
EP (Self-released)

The mean-mouthed chef delivers 
another spellbinding EP to add to his 
illustrious collection in the form of 
Stolen Art; a combination of eminent 
sampling and sharp production to get 
even the most obscure crate digger’s 
mouths watering. Paying homage to 
the forefathers of the jazz and soul 
generation of the early seventies, 
Jugz adds his vicious slice of socially 
conscious, lyrical wordplay to make 
a mixtape of genuine beauty. The 
spectrum of his rhyming is something to 
behold, from “The peanut buttercups in 
the ripped jeans” to “Margaret Thatcher, 
iron lady, might snatch your rent”. The 
fact Jugzy Malone remains an underground entity even in his own city, never mind nation, 
shows the ignorant view British society has towards its own original artistry. Plant this in 
the harsh streets of NY or Chicago, and it would go off louder than an atomic bomb through 
a siren. The catalogue of influences delves the listener into a whole new ballpark of music 
outside of the EP, respecting the heroes of his past while synonymously creating authentic, 
incisive tunes that tug at the conscious mind. The mesmeric Everyday Visions, with an 
ingenious, sped-up sample of Stevie Wonder’s Visions, takes it back to the golden days of hip 
hop; catching rays outside a Brooklyn front porch as hydrants spray out water over school 
kids. Juga-Naut manages to create these pictures and memories that we can envisage with 
such ease, a true wordsmith in every sense. Salute. Jack Garofalo  

juganaut.bandcamp.com
 

Antronhy
Cicake Zi Putihi
Album (NGland)

Following his Uncle Sweetheart release, the ex-Bivouac 
musician returns with another collection of experimental 
musical musings. Where his previous release was a world of 
dark, claustrophobic funk, here Antronhy brings his percussive 
sensibilities to the fore. Split over four tracks, this instrumental 
release opens with eerie whistling before breaking out into 
ominous drums and synths. It’s the second half, however, 
where things really get going. A blast of crumbling electronics 
make way for the album’s centrepiece, the lengthy final track 2:2. Over nineteen minutes and 
forty seconds, a repetitive drum pattern slowly builds into a meditative, krautrock workout. 
More elements are drip-fed into the mix, with the piece unfolding into a loose rhythmic jam 
that has shades of a spaced-out Can to it. With Julian Cope listed as a contributor, that’s a 
sure-fire sign things are going to be a little bit freaky. Paul Klotschkow

cicakeziputihi.bandcamp.com
 

Babe Punch
Snake Tongue / Fixation
EP (Self-released)

They’re young, they’re punk and they sweat cool, for Christ’s 
sake. Stupidly talented, their tunes are tight and their lyrical 
ability knocks the socks off the entirety of the pop chart 
assembly. Comparisons will be made to The Runaways, both 
on their sound and purely for the fact that they’re women, but 
Babe Punch stand up as a band in their own right. This two-
track EP isn’t quite enough to satisfy my new-found girl crush 
on them. Snake Tongue is a hissing, punching, reverberating, 
fist-to-the-face track, with deep vocals and a persistent, hammering rhythm. Fixation, 
though, is my favourite of the two. It’s faster, more aggressive and the high-pitched vocals 
form the ultimate girl-power jam. “You gotta fixation on me” forms the refrain of the song, 
forcing its way through my headphones with the might of a band on the cusp of summat 
grand. Lucy Manning

soundcloud.com/babe-punch-1
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Bowman, Hull & The Instant Band
Dirty Shuffle
Album (Self-released)

Finding music to make you smile 
can often prove a difficult task. This 
bunch of rock and rollers, however, 
have managed to create just that. 
With a bouncy feel to their mix of 
rock ‘n’ roll and blues, you’ll find it 
pretty damn hard to sit still while 
listening to this album. Dirty Shuffle gets the record off to a 
winning start, while Bobby Thumbnail and I Can’t Find a Friend 
carry the energy through to the very last note. Toe-tapping beats, 
fiddly guitar sounds, and infectious lyrics make it impossible not 
to want to join in, and as soon as you hear the melodies, you’ll 
find yourself singing along too. Their musical talent is found not 
only with instruments and vocals, but also with how tight they 
are as a band – all adding to the infectiousness of the album. 
Hannah Parker

 bowmanandhull.bandcamp.com
 

Hot Box
The Summer EP
EP (Self-released)
 
One listen through this band’s 
debut EP and it’s clear Hot Box 
are brimming with confidence. 
Blending the energy of Two Door 
Cinema Club and the charm of early 
Vampire Weekend, The Summer 
EP is stacked with bouncing 
guitar hooks and sweet vocal 
harmonies, all anchored by possibly the grooviest rhythm section 
this city has to offer. Anyone who appreciates an elaborate 
bass line will find a lot to admire, particularly on the nimble 
choruses of Summer and the alluring Daughter. Everything from 
Disposition’s carefree, Crystal Fighter-esque jams, to the foot-
tapping, seventies funk found in See it in You, is executed with an 
impressive maturity – it’s great to hear a young band approach 
their music with this much poise. All in all, this EP is a bold debut 
statement – if you’re looking for a cure for the last dregs of winter 
blues, this might be just the ticket. Andrew Harrison

 soundcloud.com/hotboxbandnotts

Mixed Reactions
Nightlife EP
EP (Self-released)
 
Citing influences such as Blink 
182, Green Day, and Arctic 
Monkeys, this five-hander rock 
band are certain to appeal to a 
large audience. Having said this, 
they manage to add their own 
distinct style to their music and 
clearly forge their own identity. 
Although young, they’ve been around for a while, which is 
quite clear on listening to the tight-knit songs on the track list, 
beginning with Delirious. In Heroes, we hear a softer side to the 
band, proving that they don’t need to rely on being an all-out, 
loud and proud rock band. They are a very talented bunch of 
local musicians, as you can tell by their guitar skills, foot-
stomping drum beats, and strong vocals. They have a knack for 
writing a damn catchy tune, packing this EP with lyrics that after 
a mere few listens will have you wanting a good old bus time 
sing-along to. Hannah Parker

 facebook.com/mixedreactions
 

Josh Kemp
Chatterbox EP
EP (Self-released)
 
Josh Kemp would be best friends 
with everyone in Nottingham if he 
had his way. This singer-songwriter 
is full of charm and passion, using 
his skills to create expressive music 
that'll weave its way into your heart 
long before the songs are over. 
Chatterbox, the title track of his new 
EP, showcases Josh’s style in less than four minutes. His voice 
is full of passion as he folds layers of music over each other to 
create something special with little more than a guitar and loop 
pedal. There's a comforting feeling of honesty as Josh Kemp 
tells us stories of broken hearts and bittersweet relationships; 
after one listen you feel you've made a friend for life. If that's not 
enough, Josh has included piano versions of two songs, offering 
a delicate alternative to the already emotional tracks. Give him a 
chance, you won't regret it. Penny Blakemore

 joshkempmusic.co.uk

UJahm
Trent Town Rock EP
EP (Self-released)
 
This four-piece have created a 
sound that reflects the diversity 
of its creators. The three-track EP 
jumps from dancing its way down 
busy British summer streets in 
Wannabe, to naked, beach balcony 
kisses in Lollipop, to getting blazed 
out of your face with your mates in 
Redder Than Red. Shylaah’s high-pitched, babyish vocals are, at 
times, reminiscent of Musical Youth and occasionally flit to the 
more biting, rasp of Tanya Stephens’ voice. Although each tune 
has a different feel according to the story it’s telling, the bouncy 
guitar riffs and wah-ing keyboards wind a string around reggae 
origins and working class UK culture alike. There’s a sense of 
light being shone on greyness and, with sprinkles of myriad 
genres thrown in, Trent Town Rock EP is a right summer jam to 
whack on the Minirig at the Arb’ this year. Bridie Squires

 soundcloud.com/ujahm-band
 
 

Duke01
Steroid Stereo (Orange Edition)
Album (Uncommon Records)
 
Duke01 has long lived in the 
shadows of Nottingham’s more 
prevalent rappers and wordsmiths, 
but Steroid Stereo is sure to change 
that with an album of politically-
charged, well orchestrated rhyming 
and sharp production. From the 
kaleidoscopic chopping of Ellington 
Binary to the hard-hitting, jazzy rock orientated The Power of 
Cow Meat, Duke01 sets himself apart from other rappers with 
thought-provoking originality. A concoction of grime, grunge 
and hip hop, it’s difficult not to make comparisons with Zack De 
La Rocha and Chuck D circa It Takes a Nation of Millions to Hold 
Us Back. Countdown To Armour is a seven-minute masterpiece 
of finesse and popular culture referencing, standing as the plat 
principal of the LP. The album surely has brought Duke01 a 
plethora of new listeners and fans, but it makes you wonder: 
Where the hell have we been since this guy’s been making this 
stuff? Jack Garofalo

tinyurl.com/steroidstereo-orangeedition

Metaphi - Choarder
A gigantic monster of a tune that 
flails its dance floor-destroying 
tentacles in every direction.
 
Lunar Park – Out of the Blue
With the recent Slowdive 
reformation, MBV’s on-off-on again 
activation, Swervedriver dates and 
Ride straddling the summer festivals 

like it’s 1992 again, are we 
about to see a shoegaze 

resurgence?
 

The Hip Priests – 
I’m A Fucking Genius
Taken from a split 7” with The 
Egyptian Gay Lovers, this is no-
nonsense rock ‘n’ roll that threatens 
to steal your girlfriend, drink your 
beer and piss all over your records 
while you helplessly look on.
 
April Towers – No Corruption
Always wondered what that New 
Order/Pet Shop boys collab would be 
like? Well, wonder no more…
 
Kriss Riss, 2Tone and Jah Digga – 
I Can’t Breathe
Inspired by Eric Garner’s final words 
as he was choked by a police officer, 
this is a just reminder that not 
everyone is treated equally in the 
eyes of the law.
 

Extnddntwrk – Boss Lies
The less gobby one in Sleaford Mods 
has been making his own music for 
years and this moody downtempo 
number is the pick from his most 
recent collection, Just Tracks.
 
Hhymn – The Bearer
They didn’t change their name in 
the end, but this lead song from 
their soon-to-be-released second LP 
is a showcase of the band’s long-
missed soaring songwriting. Hits the 
emotional sweet spot.

Cadets – Drive
If you ever wanted to know what 
a British band trying to do the big 
Pearl Jam thing would sound like, 
then this is the song for you. 
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Mr Micawber was a character in 
Dickens’ David Copperfield

John Dickens spent beyond his 
means and got banged up in a 

debtors prison 

As was Huntingdon 
Beaumont 

Who built the Wollaton 
Waggonway in...

 Strelley  

Who was based on Charles 

Dickens’ dad, John Dickens

National Childbirth Trust

Prices: A damn shame

Timekeeping: Nine month deadline. Give or take.

Nottingham City Transport

Babies crying: Inevitable Babies crying: Inevitable

Speciality: Double deckers

Smell: Talcum powder

Prices: Ever-expanding

Speciality: Double deckers

Smell: Lingering 

Timekeeping: Alright now they’ve 

got leccy bus stops. 

Aries (Mar 21 - Apr 20)
Both love and earth are strong in your sign 
this month, meaning you are going to be 
killed and buried alive by your partner.

Taurus (Apr 21 - May 21)
You often take pride in your ability to take 
whatever life throws at you. Having said 
this, you never expected quite this many 
high-velocity cricket balls.

Gemini (May 22 - June 22)
You were right to insist that your team 
didn't throw the baby out with the 
bathwater. But now you need to develop a 
plan of what to do with the drying baby.

Cancer (June 23 - July 23)
You'll learn a painful lesson this month 
about not accepting dares while drunk. 
On the plus side, they'll write a piece 
about you in the Nottinghamshire 
Beekeepers Association newsletter.

Leo (July 24 - Aug 23)
Turns out that whoever you need to 
sleep with to get a drink round here 
isn't: the barman, the owner, the waiter 
or the bouncer.

Virgo (Aug 24 - Sept 23)
This month you will continue to inspire 
those closest to you... to move away from 
you as quickly as possible.

Libra (Sept 24 - Oct 23)
Efficiency is all well and good. But 
Scotland Yard are right to point out that 
you need to kidnap the person before you 
send the ransom note.

Scorpio (Oct 24 - Nov 22)
You managed to avoid being known to 
your colleagues as the one who sucks up 
to the boss. Unfortunately, instead they 
know you as the one who kills people.

Sagittarius (Nov 23 - Dec 22)
The pendulum of your love life will 
take another swing this week when 
you discover the joys of autoerotic-
asphyxiation.
 
Capricorn (Dec 23 - Jan 19)
The stars advise you to get a new pet. Not 
only for the companionship, but the cheap 
meat will come in useful.

Aquarius (Jan 20 - Feb 19)
Your quest for abs of steel takes a horrific 
turn this week when you burn yourself on 
the welding torch.

Pisces (Feb 20 - Mar 20)
The presence of Uranus in your sign in 
April offers the temptation to make any 
number of arse jokes. Don't give in. 





FOUNDATION DEGREES STARTING IN SEP 2015

OPEN 
DAY
19TH MAY 10AM-12PM

SIGN UP TO OUR OPEN DAY AT WWW.CONFETTI.UK.COM

MUSIC  |  TV  |  FILM  |  VFX  |  TECHNICAL EVENTS  |  GAMES


	LEL001-COVER
	LEL002-REDS
	LEL003-PLAYHOUSE
	LEL004-LAYAR-NCC
	LEL005-CONTENTS
	LEL006-STREET-TALES
	LEL007-WHAT-NOTTS
	LEL008-LEO1
	LEL009-LEO2
	LEL010-INFOCUS
	LEL011-DETONATE
	LEL012-CANTALOUPE-P1
	LEL013-CANTALOUPE-P2
	LEL014-TOM-HACKETT-1
	LEL015-TOM-HACKETT-2
	LEL016-NCT-ULTIBUS
	LEL017-RECORD-STORE-DAY
	LEL018-NCOF
	LEL019-PAPAS-JOURNEY
	LEL020-DHP
	LEL021-ITS-A-LONG-WAY
	LEL022-RUM-MALT-LION
	LEL023-HOUSE-DISCO
	LEL024-25-CAT-CAFE-CENTRE
	LEL026-INDUSTRY-WEEK
	LEL027-INDUSTRY-WEEK
	LEL028-NOTT-DANCE
	LEL029-EVE-MAKIS
	LEL030-VOTE-NOW
	LEL031-DILETANTTE
	LEL032-CONTEMPORARY
	LEL033-ART-WORKS
	LEL034-POTM
	LEL035-LISTINGS-1
	LEL036-LISTINGS2
	LEL037-MEXRRISSEY-WHATSON
	LEL038-LISTINGS-3
	LEL039-LISTINGS-4
	LEL040-LISTINGS-5
	LEL041-JOBS
	LEL042-WRITE-LION-1
	LEL043-WRITE-LION-2
	LEL044-MUSIC-REVIEWS-1
	LEL045-MUSIC-REVIEWS-2
	LEL046-END-PAGE
	LEL047-NUSIC-FSN
	LEL048-CONFETTI

