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- Watch out for our new Vloggers
- Skills videos with Dan Magness
- All the latest events and more
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City of Football’s official   

 photographer, Stuart Roy Clarke,  
 has fallen in love with Notts
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Natalie Owen
 

Ever been in Yates and 
had a petite brunette 
begging to take your 
photograph? Well, it 
mighta been our Natalie, 
a local graphic design 
student from Nottingham 
Trent University, who 
now clings on to the 
memories of her uni 
days with the millions of 
photos she took at Ocean 
Wednesdays. Natalie 
is a lover of anything 
creative, from illustration 

to film. She has designed posters, advertisements 
and illustrations for the NTU Student Union and now 
works for us, both at LeftLion magazine and LeftLion 
Extended, where we will be getting her to photograph, 
illustrate and film, as our junior graphic designer. 

behance.net/natalieowen
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 What your prying lenses have  
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 Burton
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 Lisa Jackson on campaigning for  
 healthier hearts

21 White Spirit
 The Dilettante Society unearth  
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 Your diary’ll be ram up with the  
 sickest events in town
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46 End Page
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Ey up. Can you believe that it’s 
been a year since LeftLion went 
monthly? Nope, us neither. I know 
we’ve said it before, but a massive 
thanks to everyone who dug deep, 
and who’s ever done owt for the 
mag or website. And to all of you 
lot who give us so much to go on 
about, and to everyone else that 
supports whatever is being done. 
I’m dead proud to say Nottingham’s 
my home. 

I know, I know – stop bashing on, 
it’s making everyone feel awkward. 

What are we going on about this 
issue then... Words. We like them. 
Especially when they’re shaped, 
squeezed, teased and shown 
who’s boss in the form of poetry. 
Yes, Nottingham now has a Poetry 
Festival thanks to the writing 
legend that is Henry Norman. He’s 
better known for his work on shows 
like Alan Partridge and The Royle 
Family, but his skills go beyond 
scriptwriting. He’s set up a two-
week long festival and it is going to 
be a blinder. Don’t believe us, take 
a look. 

We also had a good natter with 
one of Nottingham’s larger-than-
life characters, Patty Dumplin. The 
brainchild of Lisa Jackson, she’s set 
herself the task of getting people 
thinking and being proactive about 
their heart’s health. And making 
them laugh, cos that’s pretty 
important too. 

Other stuff, well D.I.D got their 
cameras out for us, Congi and Ink 
Soup chatted about their recent 
collaboration, and photographer 
Stuart Roy Clarke has let us flick 
through his rather large photo 
album of football stadium pictures. 

Hope you all have a blast on Bonfire 
Night. The real message might be 
a bit lost to time, but that doesn’t 
mean you can’t try and make a new 
one – so have fun trying to write 
rude words with your sparklers. 

Ali Emm
ali@leftlion.co.uk
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23 Collaborate to Accumulate
           The latest creative pairing to   
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Kaye's Walk

Today, perhaps one of the quieter – and lesser 
known – pathways in the city, Kaye’s Walk runs 
along the north side of St Mary's Churchyard. It 
was constructed in the early nineteenth century 
as a way to ‘neatly’ enclose the churchyard 
on the north side. Prior to its construction, St 
Mary’s churchyard was a lot larger, reaching 
the mansions opposite. The street also gave 
pedestrians a path, which saved the churchyard 
from being used as a shortcut. It was named in 
honour of Reverend Sir Richard Kaye, who was 
Rector of Marylebone, Prebend of Southwell, 
Archdeacon of Nottingham and Prebend and 
Dean of Lincoln. He passed away in 1809 and 
was buried at Lincoln. 

Today, Kaye's Walk is mainly occupied by 
businesses, but in the nineteenth century it 
was the home to many of Nottingham's rich and 
famous. William Trentham occupied the mansion 
at the corner of Kaye's Walk and St Mary's Gate 
around 1812. A hosier, he was a partner in the 
firm of Trentham, Tierney and Morton. He was 
already a notorious and hated character among 
the framework knitters of Nottingham.
 
The Luddite rebellions of the early nineteenth 
century saw disgruntled framework knitters 
smash up their machines and protest over low 
pay, poor working conditions and a lack of 
voting rights. At the height of the movement, it 
was William Trentham who they turned their 
protesting attention to. On the 27 April 1812,  
while returning to his home on Kaye's Walk at 
about 9.45pm, he was shot while opening his 
front door. The Nottingham Date Book (published 
1880) gives a full account of the incident: 

“At about a quarter to ten o'clock at night, an 
attempt was made to murder Mr William 
Trentham, an extensive hosier in the town. The 
unfortunate gentleman had been at a convivial 
party at Mr Timm's, in Market Street, and was 
returning home to his residence, a very ancient 
mansion at the south-west corner of Kaye's 

Walk. He had knocked at the door for admittance, 
and while inside the porch waiting for the door 
being opened, two men stepped up to him from 
among the tombstones (Mr Trentham's house 
door facing the churchyard), and one of them 
instantly, without uttering a word, discharged at 
him the contents of a large horse-pistol. The ball 
entered his right breast, and passing obliquely, 
lodged near the shoulder. 

The assassins, who were described by the 
sufferer, as 'very small men', instantly fled in 
different directions. Mr Trentham was assisted 
into his house, and Mr Wright, surgeon, of 
Pelham Street, succeeded in extracting the 
ball and ultimately restoring his patient to his 
former strength, though from the nature of the 
wound life for several days hung as it were in the 
balance. The Mayor issued a printed notice the 
next morning, offering a reward of 100 guineas to 
anyone giving information that might lead to the 
apprehension of either or both of the assassins; 
and a further reward of 500 guineas upon 
conviction. The reward, large as it was, was 
never claimed.”
 
After William Trentham's death in 1820, the 
house was taken by Mr Daft Smith Churchill, 
who, among other things, was one of the original 
directors of the General Cemetery. He lost his 
life in the wreck of the ship Forfarshire, off Fame 
Lighthouse in 1838, despite the gallant efforts of 
Grace Darling and her father to rescue the crew. 
His co-directors set up a great monument to him 
in the General Cemetery which can still be seen 
near the entrance from Derby Road. Upon his 
death, the house came into the hands of his son, 
who had the house demolished. 

For more on Nottingham history, check out the 
Nottingham Hidden History website. 

nottinghamhiddenhistoryteam.wordpress.com

words: Joe Earp
illustration: Mike Driver

We delve a little deeper into the history of our city’s streets to 
give you the tales they’d never have taught you at school…

ADVERTISING SECTIONED
The Espresso Bars: El Toreador and 
The Sargasso (1957)
 
In a city with an estimated quantity of 
sandstone caves numbering somewhere 
between five and six hundred, it'll probably 
remain a mystery as to why the espresso 
bars – featured in this advert from a late 
fifties Theatre Royal programme – decided 
they needed to build a fibreglass and 
plaster replica of one as a stage set for their 
customers. I can only assume their building, 
standing somewhere among what are now 
the backsides of The Cornerhouse and Trinity 
Square, simply wanted the vibe, but didn't 
have a natural cave to hand.
 
Of course, the combination of espresso and 
evening guitar music sessions suggest El 
Toreador and The Sargasso were striving to 
be Nottingham's answer to the Italian cafés 
that had nurtured the early years of teenage 
rebellion in Soho. Where Cliff Richard and 
Ricky Wilde wannabes could be witnessed 
posing with bongos, and prototype mods 
could compare notes on scooters and Italian 

tailoring. The fake cave interior no 
doubt added a certain Greenwich 
Village eccentricity and atmosphere that 
distinguished the place from the old bloke 
pubs everyone else went to back then.
 
These days, there are still plenty of genuine 
caves. The nearest thing to a fake cavern in 
the city is arguably the brutalist concrete 
bunker of Nottingham Contemporary's 
downstairs performance space, which there 
are plans to link – via some underground 
additions, to the existing city-centre network 
of caves and tunnels – with the grounds of 
Nottingham Castle. Sadly, it seems highly 
unlikely that the Council's admirable plan 
includes Scandinavian Modernist coffee-
tables and stools, festoons of fishing net hung 
from the ceilings, or keeping the passageways 
open quite so late at weekends. But one can 
always hope.
 

leftlion.co.uk/adsectioned

words: Wayne Burrows

Local adverts ripped from the pages of history…
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WHAT NOTTS
Find out what’s been going off around and about the city over the past month...

LADY GODIVAS
In an attempt to force cars to slow down 
around their wandering mares, young 
riders have taken it upon themselves to ride 
topless. Literally stopping traffic with her 
breasts, 23-year-old Hannah Leslie has been 
Godiva’ing it up in near enough 
her birthday suit to force cars to consider 
their speed when passing her horse. 
Basically, encouraging ‘em to ogle her 
bosom. One small step for horses, one 
giant leap towards the perpetual sexual 
objectification of women.

THICK KIDS
Notts kids have scored a place at the bottom 
of government league tables, with only 
41% of students bagging themselves an 
A*-C grade in their GCSEs. Only Knowsley, 
Merseyside, did worse with a 36% pass rate. 
We don’t place much stock in league tables, 
and think our youtdem succeed in many 
other ways. Like learning how to roll a zoot 
on the move, or which offie will serve you 
without ID. You know, valuable life skills. 

ROBIN HOOD ENERGY
In spirit of the old chap robbing the rich 
to give to the poor, our lovely council have 
decided to set up their own not-for-profit 
energy company, to give us Notts folk – and 
others from across the country – cheaper 
leccy. Keep yersens well away from The Big 
Three, and transfer your account to save 
yourself a wad of dosh. Right in time for 
Crimbo. Big up yourselves, Nottingham City 
Council, you’re not so bad after all.

FAKIN’ IT
We’re sure you’ve seen ‘fake beggar’ Darren 
Walker, circulating your social media feeds 
over the last month. You’ve been outraged, 
perhaps rightly so, by his swindling 
of your hard-earned cash to buy drugs, 
while the council pay for his home. But is 
publicly vilifying a man with a blatant life-
controlling addiction really the right way to 
go about this? Show your love, and donate a 
couple pounds to Double Impact so that the 
right help can be given to Mr Walker.

PISSED-UP PUSSY
The only place in Notts to get a (legal) pussy 
fix is planning to extend its opening hours 
and start selling alcohol. Yep, the Kitty Cafe 
on Friar Lane is planning on becoming a 
cat-friendly boozer, serving dinner and vino 
to feline fanatics across Notts. Seems a bit 
dangerous, if you ask us. Someone is bound 
to get too tiddly and nick a kitten. Or worse, 
see if the space truly is big enough to swing 
a cat in...

NO EGGS HERE
You might’ve been left shocked and 
bemused last month by teens lurking 
outside Co-ops, thrusting £2 in your face, 
begging you to buy them a six pack of 
eggs – free range, if possible. It’s all thanks 
to the coppers issuing a warning to shops 
to refuse the sale of eggs to teens, for fear 
of Halloween eggings, which all sounds a 
bit Orwellian to us. We recommend setting 
good, old-fashioned bear traps to catch 
potential egg-lobbers instead. 

 GRANDAD’S GOT WINGS
We all reckon our grandads are superheroes. 
But one gramps from Kirkby-in-Ashfield 
took superhero to a whole new level, by 
surviving a 50ft fall after losing control of 
his paramotor. Suffering a double fracture in 
one leg and a ruptured spleen among other 
injuries, Ian Mills is recovering at home with 
his missus and grandkids. Docs managed 
to save his leg, so he’ll be walking about in 
no time. Just stick to ground level though, 
eh Ian?

HOME OF WHAT?
Home of Sport, youth. Thanks to 
VisitEngland, Nottingham has been named 
the best place to get your exercise on. 
Whether it’s footie, cricket, archery, rugby, 
ice hockey, white water rafting, or Netflix 
and chill, there’s plenty to crack on with. 
After a Twitter frenzy that earned us 38% of 
the vote, you can give yourselves a pat on 
the back, then do the same with the other 
arm, then ten star jumps, and fifty sit-ups… 

Young boy at Notts County Football Club: 
“Is this somebody’s garden?”

"I went to Stonehenge, yeah, it was 

for the summer solstice, yeah."

Lad 1: The moon looks great tonight.
Lad 2: When's Mars coming?

Lad 1: How much have you drank?
Lad 2: Chandeliers.

“If I go to McDonalds, will I get a 
happy ending?”

"So… what's that one?"

"That's a Chinese Mandarin duck, duck."

“Are dinosaurs a myth?”

"I just whacked it in a zoot and 

bunned it.”
“It's alright but it's no Skol Super."

“I keep Denmark's economy going.”

“How do you spell cadge?”
“I think there's a j in 
there somewhere…”"Shall we just bang while 

listening to Ed Sheeran’s album 
when we get home?"

"Well I'd rather be a dick than 

a swallower."
"I don't want a Big Issue, thank you, but here's £2 for a drink."

“You know what I'm yet 
to do? Pick a girl up 
on a bike. That'll be a 
winner.”

Woman 1: People are saying it’s 
Back To The Future day.
Woman 2: They make a day for 
anything now.

Girls accepted into Boy’s High School
It’s ridiculous – the Girls’ High School is just over the way. 
We’ve no idea why they’ve done it. Results will go down. 
You’re just going to get 900 boys ogling over a group of 
twelve girls. Whoever thought of it wants shooting.

Ireland getting rid of copper coins
It’s absolutely ridiculous. It couldn’t happen here. We run 
a backstreet greengrocers. If you only want to buy one 
onion, it costs seven pence. If we had to round that up to 
ten, people wouldn’t stand for it.

Donovan concert at the Albert Hall
He was okay when he was talking, but when he was 
singing, you could see that his voice has gone. Next,  
we’re off to see The Stylistics and we’re hoping they’ll be 
much better. 

Rugby World Cup 2015
We were fascinated by it all. Sport is fantastic and it’s 
a good opportunity for people from different nations 
to talk. Australia were marvellous. England were a bit 
disappointing, but it’s just light entertainment; a bit like 
seeing Donovan.

New James Bond Movie
Yes, we’ll definitely be going to see it. We usually go late 
on in the run to avoid crowds, but we might go early this 
time.  Apparently, the DB10 is superb and Moneypenny 
is back and a bit of alright. With each new Bond film it’s 
always the highest grossing one ever. But of course it’s 
going to be – it costs a tenner to get in now, whereas 
back in 1962 it was only one and six.

Nottingham’s most opinionated grocers on...



Broadway
It’s had a lick of paint

Jonas Cox 
instagram: jonas_cox_uk

Autumnal Strolls 
Or possibly a nuclear explosion?

David Banner
flickr: dave vennor



Spectrum of thought. 
 

Neil Armstrong
flickr: fotografella

SunRa
Cosmo Man at Alien Encounters 
in Tempreh.

Sylwia Jarzynka 
instagram: noisy.photography

Think your snaps would look right at 
home nestled on these here pages? 

Don’t be shy, get sending them in to 
photography@leftlion.co.uk

Don’t forget: hi-res, name and website.
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The five-piece band formerly known as Dog Is Dead, have 

abbreviated their name to D.I.D and popped out a fresh new 

EP, Fast Food, earlier this year. Hailing from the mean streets 

of West Bridgford, they are currently touring the country, 

but you can catch ‘em playing with the likes of Indiana, 

Kagoule and Saint Raymond in December. In the meantime, 

here’s an insight to their innermost feelings...

D.I.D, Rock City, Friday 4 December, £18.50 

didnotts.com





Stuart Roy Clarke has been snapping all things football-related for yonks, and 
Nottingham has managed to bag him as official photographer for City of Football. With 
his renowned Homes of Football project reflecting the truly special community that 
comes from a British kickabout, we were dead excited to have a natter with him...

When did your passion for 
photography first start?
I traded drawing and painting 
my provincial hometown – about 
half the size of Arnold – in favour 
of using a camera. The penny 
dropped. It was more immediate, 
more authoritative. People and 
place, or even people versus place, 
was my main aim through the 
viewfinder. My family have always 
been competitive and sporty. I am 
those things and arty.

Homes of Football began in the nineties. You were the only 
official photographer for the Football Trust, how did that 
come about?
The Trust, then the Football Foundation, seem to have a benign, 
wallpaper image. But in a way, as bodies for social change, 
they were as radical as they come. They were commissioned, 
through Football Pools money and government direction, to 
completely redraw the football landscape so there couldn’t 
be another Hillsborough disaster. This meant building new 
stadiums and facilities, and a new mindset: What do we intend 
for our football? That people die or are abused mercilessly at a 
football match, or that football serves our greatest sense 
of belonging?

What is it about football that really inspired you?
As a coming-together of people, I could see and feel no rival to 
football. Beyond mere sport, churches and political gatherings 
could not hold a candle to what I found at ‘the game’.

With the constant documentation of the grounds, do you 
notice the small changes year in, year out, or is it only 
when you see the images in hindsight that you realise the 
differences?
From day one, in 1989, when I set about the football grounds of 
the UK for my opus Homes of Football, I realised there and then 
that what I was staring at was priceless, would change, would

disappear, would be sentimentalised over. However grim it was 
at the time. We do that as a nation. We are not Zen masters – 
we like to carry emotional and physical baggage. It’s our way 
of keeping an identity, and keeping Britain, in our minds, Great. 
Britain is as much a state of mind as it is physical places, but 
we need our touchstones.

You’ve obviously seen a lot of grounds in your time, do you 
have a favourite and why?
However decrepit, some grounds just do it for me. No matter 
how lovingly built a new stadium is, it might not do it for me, or 
anyone. I love Brunton Park in Carlisle, near where I lived for 
almost thirty years. For the many who trek there, it’s a vision of 
damnation. To me, it’s a beautiful green on the edge of the Lake 
District, Scotland within sight – the place where players plied 
their simple profession with some terrible, as well as some 
heroic, performances. I am talking Carlisle United. My United. I 
have slept in the stand, made it mine. It has changed and it will 
change, but it’s in my heart.

What’s your involvement in the City of Football?
I like blank canvases. Being the very first CoF, I’ve got leeway 
to do what I think is being asked of me by Sport England, to 
do what is expected of me by the city, and to do what I feel is 
right artistically. I am well grounded – the insides of my eyelids 
screech community, loyalty, humour and inspiration, so I don’t 
for a moment think I will not deliver. I have two years. With 
road checks along the way.

Do you ever have a kickabout yourself?
I grew up with a full-sized goal in our garden. Then a pitch in 
the cornfield behind the house. I am inclined to join in a game 
being played on a near vertical slope. But I am mindful, at fifty, 
of my tendons.

Anything else you’d like to say?
I’m falling in love [with Nottingham] but I will not get 
carried away.

homesoffootball.co.uk

Can you
Click it?
interview: Ali Emm

Forest televised, Nottingham Forest (1994)



The scoreboard boys in action, Notts County (1991) Clough’s changing room, Nottingham Forest (1994)

The beginnings of a forest, Nottingham Forest (1993)Loyal suport, Notts County (1990)

Forest in jubilation, Nottingham Forest at Aston Villa (1991)



FRIDAY 20 NOVEMBER
NOTTINGHAM
ROCK CITY
PUBLICSERVICEBROADCASTING.NET
AXS.COM  |  SEETICKETS.COM

NEW ALBUM ‘THE RACE FOR SPACE’ OUT NOW

A GOLDENVOICE PRESENTATION
BY ARRANGEMENT WITH THIS IS NOW AGENCY

PUBLIC SERVICE
BROADCASTING
PLUS SPECIAL GUESTS 

FRÁNÇOIS & THE 
ATLAS MOUNTAINS
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Flying past a competitor on her way to a world record, cycling legend Beryl Burton took pity and handed him a liquorice 
allsort as consolation – this Yorkshire lass had style as well as talent. Now the subject of Maxine Peake’s play Beryl, her story 
is getting some much-deserved attention. We chatted with director Rebecca Gatwood about the sports star… 

Can you tell us about the plot of the play?
It’s the story of Beryl Burton – an extraordinary female 
cyclist from Yorkshire. She was at the top of her game 
between the fifties and eighties, and was famous 
abroad, but got little press coverage in this country. She 
worked on a rhubarb farm, as well as being a mother and 
housewife, but while being this ordinary woman, she was 
so extraordinary in what she actually achieved. The play 
celebrates her accomplishments, but also explores what it 
was that drove her to put her body under such stress and 
strain for essentially thirty years. She was Best British All-
Rounder for 25 years in a row – the training involved in that 
is extraordinary. It really is an incredible feat.

There are four actors on bikes. We make it very clear that 
we are in the room with the audience and that we’re going 
to discover Beryl’s story together. It’s a very make-do-and-
mend piece in the spirit of Beryl and her husband, Charlie, 
who was also her bike maintenance chap. Their approach 
was like that because she didn’t want to turn professional 

– if she’d have done that, she would have had to specialise, 
and she wanted to compete in all events, so she stayed 
as an amateur. That meant she didn’t have any kind of 
funding; she had to pay to enter events, to get there, and 
all sorts. The play really takes on that spirit, their spirit. It 
champions it.

Had you heard of Beryl Burton before you took on the 
directing job?
No. I come from a long line of Yorkshire women, but I can’t 
say cycling was something I was into, so it was a journey 
of discovery for me too. The audience will be a mixture 
of cycling experts, people who know about Beryl, and 
theatregoers who know about Maxine Peake. I couldn’t 
take anything for granted for those people who didn’t know 
anything about cycling, so had to state the different races, 
as well as demystify the technical terms used in cycling. 
It’s presenting in a really physical and fun way that 
hopefully helps people to know what we’re on about.

Beryl started as a radio play, didn’t it? 
Yes. After being given Beryl’s autobiography by her partner, 
Maxine read it and thought, “Why haven’t I heard of 
this woman before?”, so she wrote the radio play. Before 
the Tour de France in 
Leeds, James Brining, 
the artistic director 
of the West Yorkshire 
Playhouse, decided he 
ought to have a cycling 
play on. He knew about 
the radio play, and asked 
Maxine to write it for 
stage. I came on board 
and we had a week 
in a rehearsal room, 
workshopping a draft 
of the play. It was 
very different from 
the radio play. We 

spent a week with four actors, who enabled her to produce 
the next draft. It took us by surprise how successful it was. 

We knew it was a lovely piece, good fun and very moving, 
but we didn’t know it would capture the audience’s 
imagination so much. We sold out in Leeds and had to 
extend the run, and they’ve brought it back this year 
after the Arts Council asked West Yorkshire to tour it. It’s 
fantastic that a female story has packed houses. The film 
Suffragette is out, and I think people are ready for female 
stories. We want to re-examine what women of the past 
achieved, because a lot has been forgotten.

 She is the only female who 
has taken a world record from the 
men – it isn’t common parlance 
and it should be. 
Especially different types of women’s stories. We don’t 
have much of a highlight on sporting women…
No, we don’t. And part of the tragedy about Beryl’s story 
was – I mean, it didn’t overly bother her, because she 
got some recognition and an MBE – she wasn’t allowed 
to enter the Olympics because women’s cycling wasn’t 
considered to be camera-worthy. For some reason, she was 
never able to compete in the Tour de France. She is the 
only female who has taken a world record from the men – it 
isn’t common parlance and it should be. We are now trying 
to uncover these stories about our great ancestral women 

– just because we don’t know about it, doesn’t mean what 
they did wasn’t amazing.

There are multimedia aspects to the performance too…
In the radio play they had some verbatim interview 
recordings, but not in the theatrical show. We have some 

footage, but because we’ve got a representation of Beryl 
on stage, we didn’t want the audience to spend the play 
comparing the real Beryl to our actor. We’ve got some film, 
but they’re mostly evocative photographs, or film that goes 
behind the cycling sections of the play. 

Obviously we spent a lot of time talking to her daughter, 
Denise, and Charlie about Beryl throughout the rehearsal 
process. They’ve come to see every incarnation of the 
play so far, which has been fantastic. The reason Maxine 
was able to write it because she’d spent a lot of time 
researching the story and talking to Beryl and Charlie 
when she was writing the radio play. I think she was so 
taken with the characters.

How did you bring the biking part to life?
I love the challenge of doing something really difficult. 
We spent a lot of time researching what we could do with 
the bikes – I wanted the actors to actually cycle. It takes 
you to a different level as a performer because your body 
is exhausted and you become almost vulnerable. There’s 
something about watching people put in effort, cycling and 
getting sweaty from working hard on stage. 

We found fixed rollers that people use at home to train, and 
designed our own contraption with them so the bikes could 
move. I try to keep the staging moving so the bikes are 
never in one place for too long. There are lots of surprising 
theatrical devices we use in order to get the most out of the 
bikes – four on fixed rollers and one freewheeling.

The actors are being put through the ringer, then?
It’s tightly choreographed. There’s not much time for 
them to rest – in between putting different hats on and 
being different characters, they’re cycling a lot. They 
became quite fit during the rehearsals, and I imagine 
they’re getting even fitter on the road. Sam, who plays 
Beryl, cycles something like 10km each show – she has a 
milometer on her bike, and she was clocking up hundreds 
of kilometres during rehearsals. We can’t stage a twelve-
hour race, but you need to get a sense of the effort involved.

What’s your favourite anecdote about Beryl?
Probably the twelve-hour race when she passed Mike 

McNamara and gave him a sweet. Not that she 
necessarily felt sorry for him, but she knew he 

would feel so bad when she passed him. She 
had to have that little moment of camaraderie 

with him. Just the fact that she did that, and 
held that record. As far as we know, she 
still holds that record today. Every time I 
see that point in the play, tears come to 
my eyes. 

 
Beryl, Nottingham Playhouse, Monday 

16 - Wednesday 18 November, 
£10.50 - £26.50.

interview: Hazel Ward
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Ms Patty Dumplin bounds into the reception area of Antenna, making herself known to all in the vicinity in cheerful Jamaican 
patois. There’s a moment of awkwardness as we try to enter the cafe – the receptionist clearly doesn’t recognise Patty as a 
member – but there’s an explanation. Patty is the larger-than-life alter ego of Lisa Jackson, created to help raise awareness and 
funds for the British Heart Foundation (BHF)...

You do a lot of work for the BHF, fundraising and raising 
awareness. What do you like to do in your spare time?
Me love people so in me spare time me love to chat with me 
friends and me family dem. Being a very spiritual woman 
me love de Bible especially de Proverbs. So me like to tek 
time and read dem so me have positive things to tell me 
self and de people dem. Me also love to keep fit and active 
in me garden chasing away de cats dem. So when you 
say spare time, me never have none of that, not really. Me 
always busy, busy, busy.
 
What’s your favourite thing to do around Nottingham?
Well, me very proud as punch to live in Nottingham. Out 
of all de place in England me could live, me so please me 
did settle here. When me did young back home in Jamaica, 
me did always love to hear about Robin Hood, him was a 
bad boy wid a good heart. So when any of me family come 

from yard me love visit de castle an de caves an take plenty 
picture of me Robin Hood. When me show me cousin de 
council house she say if dat is de size of de council house in 
Nottingham me coming to live here too. But me tell 
her imagine de size of de gas bill, and she shout, “Lawd 
of mercy!”

What me like de most about de whole of Nottingham, is 
de variety and diversity of de people, de culture, and also 
de food, oh, an de man dem. They used to say there’s 
five woman to every one man, so me take that into 
consideration and say to meself, well if me go England, and 
me land in Nottingham, me go have competition from all de 
woman. You understand what me say? It’s a good job me 
did married to Mr Dasheen!

Are you a bit of a flirt?
Me no know what it is, but me just have a better mind for 
remembering de man dem. Me attract de man dem. We 
come like wood and dust but me no make no man make 
sawdust out of me. Though, Mr Dasheen dead an gone, 
people think say me available an me have to bash off de 
man dem. So me make sure me wear me wedding ring. So 
me say, “Me no vacant. Me engaged.”
 
Who would be your ideal man?
Well, me ideal man, would be tall, dark, an Irish, but him 
married. Mr Dasheen was short and round. Me like a man 
who is articulate and intelligent and hardworking. Me no 
like no lazy, lazy, good-for-nothing man you see. Most of 
all, my ideal man must have a good, clean heart and 
care for people, like me Robin Hood. And me know 
who dis man is.



 Me give you a clue, him is on Kemet FM every 
Monday morning. Also there is a next man who 

favours Shabba Ranks and has all de moves. But me 
very first Nottingham man me have a big crush-in-a-shon 
on is, well me no call him name, but let’s just say people 
know him as me sugar plum, plum.

Who is your favourite local artist?
Me favourite is Percy Dread. He come to one of my show 
once and he sing me a nice song. Me always remember 
de song him use to sing, [she sings] “In my house dere’s 
a picture on me wall, Rastafari!” Dis song. Cha! Me can’t 
believe dat me meet him, and been on de stage with him. 
Dis make me heart feel good. He’s a good man, a very 
talented but humble man.
 
What inspired you to get involved with the BHF?
Well it was when Mr Dasheen passed away with heart 
problem in 1989. And me consider if we did have de 
education and awareness of de signs and symptom like 
we do today, he might still be alive. So is very important 
to pass dem key message on to de people dem. And you 
see, me was listening to Kemet FM one day, and de British 
Foundation Hearts and Minds programme was saying 
dem need volunteers to go out into de African-Caribbean 
community specifically, because there is a higher incidence 
of heart disease and cardiovascular disease within de 
community. Some of dat is hereditary, some of dat is 
through lifestyle as well.
 
When me look back at Mr Dasheen food him did used to 
nyam, me realise him was eating too much salt, and oil too. 
He used to say, “Patty, a where deh juice? Me no like me 
food dry! Bring come de juice, put pon de rice!” And when 
me look back me consider it was oil, not juice or gravy. So 
him suffer with angina for a long time. But we never knew 
much about it and de sign and de symptom dem. So when 
me hear dem advertising for volunteers, me say to meself, 
dat is it. Mi put myself forward. 

What kind of stuff do you do in your sessions? I’ve seen 
that you do a lot of dancing…
Yes. You know what, all de while me dancing reach de 
internet, but me do a lot more then dance. Two time now 
me put on me sell-off Patty Dumplin show, wid me dam 
good Love Heart Volunteers, at Nottingham Contemporary 
where me invite all me friends. Me a big fan of emerging 
talent in Nottingham so me always invite de artist to sing, 
and we fundraise while having fun. Me love it because 
me audience is made up of black, white, old, young and 
everything in between.
 

Me also love me Come Nyam Wid Me sessions. You ever 
watched Come Dine With Me? It’s a little bit like dat. But 
we choose two African-Caribbean restaurants, Chez Coors, 
an Jamaican Ways, and we invite local people to come and 
sample some of de nice recipes we select out of de British 
Heart Foundation Traditional Foods, healthy dishes book. 
We do a two-hour session, an we talk about what is de 
recommended amount of salt to use. We have fun, of course. 
And then we do a bit of dancing, and we nyam de food. We 
have 200 or something people dat come to those session.

We do other sessions where we go around de UK, to de 
luncheon club with de elderly, and we do an interactive 
health session but wid out de food. Dem cheeky you know, 
dem say to me, “Patty, how you can talk about de British 
Heart Foundation and getting physically active, when 
you’re big like so?” So me tell dem, “Me tryin’!” And me 
lose one half of rock-stone, is what me tell dem and dem 
laugh you see. Me hear dem say, “If Patty Dumplin can do it 
so can we.” Listen, when me go Reggaerobics Bubble-it or 
Walk Good sessions, me no just sit there you know, me get 
up, whine me waist and get involved. Yes!

You’ve been shortlisted for an EMAHSN Innovation 
Award under the category of Improving Access, 
Experience and Outcomes for Underserved Communities. 
How did that come about?
First of all let me tell you what all dem letters stand for. 
It stand for de East Midlands Academic Health Science 
Network. Dem say me is an innovation of creation and 
dem love de way me work with de BHF to reach, engage, 
and help improve de health of de people dem.

What’s the best part about your work with the BHF?
What me really impress with, and what de community 
really enjoy, is hearing and seeing de patois language. You 
don’ hear it very often these days, and we have a lot of very 
wise word and proverbial saying: “De older de moon de 
brighter it shine”, “De higher de monkey climb, de more him 
batty expose.” What me really like, is we have developed 
resources and information about de heart but in patois. De 
BHF head office have had people calling in to say, “TONKS!” 
Dem so appreciative to see information in dem language.
Me have to big up de BHF. Dem leading de way when 

it comes to effective ways of engagement wid diverse 
communities. Dem respect dat de communities are de 
experts at knowing how dem want to be engaged. Yes de 
BHF have proven dat to reach de heart of de communities 
dem want to serve, dem need to pump through de veins. 
Dem examine de heart of de community, identify de 
professional resources within de community, and develop 
those partnerships and networks on an equal partnership 
and dat is why dem make a success.

We’re very proud to have you in Nottingham.
Did me tell you me going to meet His Royal Highness? Yes. 
Well me get one invitation last week to a reception wid 
HRH de Duke of Edinburgh at St James’s Palace. De Duke 
of Edinburgh is de patron of de BHF charity so me will be 
honoured to meet him.

You’ll have to get a new dress for that!
Yes! Now me loss a little weight! Maybe me get a nice new 
frock from de frock shop on Forest Road.
 
What would you like to do aside from BHF?
Me very passionate about health especially mental health 
and wellbeing. Anybody at any time can become anxious, 
stressed, depressed. Me love to make people smile you see. 
Me would like to do some work in de community to help 
people look at how dem life choices impact on dem mind 
health. We living in critical times hard to deal with.

What are your top tips for a healthy, heart-lovin’ life?
Be kind to people and remember to be kind to yourself. 
Make sure you eat healthy, because what you put inna 
your body, is what you will become. And not just de food 
me talking! What you put inna your mind, is what you will 
become. We are earthen vessels, like a clay pot made from 
de earth. What you put in de pot, is what you will get out. 
Recognise de heavenly father. We are his children, he has 
set a way dat we must live so dat we can benefit we self.

Anything else you’d like to say?
Me like to say TONKS and respect to all de people dem 
who show me nuff love outta road, pon me FaceOff an me 
Twitter. Me a big fan of LeftLion because it give a good 
platform, to show de richness of de diverse talent here in 
Nottingham, so it’s very good work dat you do. And me 
hope you continue long and good. Me love me Nottingham. 
When me go London dem say “Patty Dumplin you can’t 
go back a Nottingham, stay wid us!” and mi say, “Never, 
me proud to be a Bulwellin, me Nottingham through and 
through me duck.”
 

pattydumplin.com

Yes de BHF have proven dat to 
reach de heart of de communities 
dem want to serve, dem need to 
pump through de veins.

Lisa Jackson

How did Patty first come to be?
Patty Dumplin is a relatively new character creation 
compared to other characters I have created, like Enus and 
Vincent who’ve been around for over twenty years. I was 
approached by the BHF who liked my other characters, 
and wanted to commission me to create one especially for 
them that could engage African-Caribbean communities. 
I wanted to create something memorable and fun, while 
meeting the challenge of embedding serious health 
messages. You get characters like Patty Dumplin on TV 
and stage, I wanted to push the boundaries by creating a 
character that could engage anywhere, especially on 
the street.
 
Creating Patty was a challenge. Usually I’d play numerous 
characters on stage, changing my physicality, voice tone, 
and using regular stagecraft. Audience members are used 
to seeing my characters in their minds. Whereas, with 
Patty needs to be placed right in front of people. Patty’s 
mannerisms and sayings are modelled on my gran, and 
people I know. Her outer appearance, well I can’t blame 
anybody for that but my own mind's eye.
 
Is Patty a full-time job, so to speak?
I’m just trying to work part-time, but Patty has put me 
in demand. I set up Mon0lisa Productions nine years ago 
to sustain myself as an artist in the creative industries. 
Since then, we are pleased to have done a lot of creative 
engagement work for a variety of clients, such as Equation 
in Nottingham, Bright Ideas, Self-Help Nottingham, NHS 
Clinical Commissioning Group, Trent University and so on.
 
Did you work with the BHF before Patty?
A year before I created her, I was asked to create a heart 
health radio campaign using my patois-speaking characters 
for the Hearts and Minds programme. The successes of 
that led to the creation of Patty. Recently, I was accepted 
as a BHF Alliance member, a network usually reserved for 
clinical professionals. Being the first creative business to 
be accepted is a real achievement. That, and also being 
awarded BHF Champion 2015 at the British Cardiovascular 
Society’s annual conference in June 2015.

 

Do you ever get recognised when you don’t have your 
costume on?
No, thank goodness. I’m very different to Patty in real life – 
well, I hope I am! My husband is terrified I will turn into her, 
so he has a love/hate relationship with Patty. Playing Patty 
has been great because people generally don’t have a clue 
who is really behind Patty Dumplin, not even some close 
friends and family.
 
Tell us about The Tale of Two Woman – is acting a career 
you’d like to pursue separately to Patty?
I’m an actress, writer, and all-round creative. I’ve been 
creating my own material for over twenty years. Although I 
didn’t go to drama school, I’ve had much acting and writing 
training and experience through various creative schemes 
such as BBC 24 Degrees writers, Nottingham Playhouse’s 
BRIT programme and so on. I’m very honoured to have been 
mentored by the likes of one of Jamaica’s first female dub 
poets, Jean Binta Breeze, and writers/actors, Debbie Tucker 
Green and Jim Findley.  
 
The Tale of Two Woman was an emotive play about 
love, betrayal, and loss of land and people. It explored 
two women’s stories about their life with the same man 
they once loved. It was a thought-provoking, emotional 
play supported by the British Heart Foundation. It also 
exploredhow feelings and psychological issues can affect 
the way we look after ourselves, and therefore our health.

So whether I’m improvising with Patty Dumplin, acting 
on the stage, or vocalising on the radio, my passion is 
people and I love to use creativity to connect. I love live 
performance because I can feel the connection with 
my audience.

mon0lisa.com
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words: Lady M and F. Dashwood

illustration: Christine Dilks

As we have seen, there have been some undoubtedly strange 
and spectacular characters to walk these Nottingham streets 
before us, and through their stories we hold a bond with our 
city’s great past. Although many may now be resigned to 
history books and hearsay, there are others who are said to 
have never departed. Ah yes, the spirits among us, whether 
to be believed as veritable shadows of the deceased or mere 
superstition, a good ghost story is always befitting the cold, 
dark months of winter. So if you are sitting comfortably, 
preferably by a fire with a glass of something delicious, let us 
tell you the melancholy tale of the White Lady of Newstead...

Of course, such a title lends a great 
enigmatic quality for a ghost, but even 
during her life, the White Lady (or Sophie 
Hyatt, as she was in fact named) was 
shrouded in mystery. Both due to her 
ambiguous origins and her singular, 
secluded nature. A frail figure with skin 
so pale it was almost translucent, she was 
known to have suffered a severe childhood 
illness which had much debilitated her. 
She was described as being very small of 
stature, quite deaf and only able to speak 
in a whisper, which would rise from her 
throat in a shriek when she attempted to 
be more audible. Being deaf and unable to 
speak in such a time made communication 
exceptionally difficult, although she would 
always carry a slate on which to write 
when necessary.

While her age and heritage are largely 
unverified, we know she came to Newstead 
in around 1820, seemingly without family 
and surviving only on the charity of a 
distant relative. The main indisputable fact 
of Hyatt’s life, however, was her adoration 
of the works and genius of our mad, bad 
and dangerous to know poet, Lord Byron. It 
was the desire for communion with 
her idol which brought her to Newstead 
Abbey, where she is said to still walk the 
grounds today.

 It was the desire 
for communion with her 
idol which brought her to 
Newstead Abbey, where 
she is said to still walk 
the grounds today.
The Abbey had been sold by Byron in 1818 
to an old school friend, Thomas Wildman, 
and it was not long after that Sophie made 
her first pilgrimage to the former dwelling 
place of her Romantic hero. She took up 
rooms at the nearby Weir Mill Farm and 
immersed herself in Byron’s Newstead, 
retracing the steps of her absent poetic 
hero and seeking out his haunts. The 
Misk Hills near Annesley Hall was one 
such site; a trysting spot for Byron and his 
childhood love, Mary Chaworth, which he 
immortalised in the poem The Dream as 
Diadem Hill, owing to the vast outcrop

of trees which formed a diadem shape. 
However, upon her visit, Sophie found the 
trees had been cut down to discourage the 
swathes of Byron fans who had also hunted 
out the area in hope of retreading his steps.

So taken was she with Newstead that 
when the Wildman family came to visit 
their Abbey for a few days, she arranged to 
meet them and rather boldly asked for their 
patronage. Wary of her peculiar character 
they, perhaps understandably, denied her, 
much to her disappointment. Within a few 
months Sophie left Newstead, possibly due 
to financial struggles, although it was more 
likely the shame of her failure to ingratiate 
herself with the Wildman family. However, 
Newstead never left her heart and two 
years later she returned, met again with 
the Wildman family whom, realising her 
devotion to Byron, granted her permission 
to roam the gardens of Newstead Abbey as 
she pleased.

Said to either dress in entirely black or 
white, always favouring white for her trips 
to Newstead, the servants of the Abbey 
nicknamed Sophie The Little White Lady, 
and many speculations grew as to what 
her true affiliation with Newstead was. 
Some thought her to be a cast-off mistress 
of Byron’s, while others believed her to 
be from the Byron family itself. However, 
both of these relationships she denied. She 
passed her time wandering the gardens, 
immersed in her solitude, dreaming of 
Byron and writing her own poetry. Whether 
by natural disposition or as a consequence 
of her physical limitations, Sophie was 
profoundly shy. Her bonnet was worn so 
large that she had to peek out to see or be 
seen and she was known to hide away from 
approaching strangers, at times even diving 
into bushes to avoid contact.

Unfortunately for Sophie, this time spent in 
blissful contemplation would ultimately be 
short-lived. Suffering from bouts of severe 
morbidity, in letters she spoke of the effects 
of such a solitary existence and her fears 
for her “decaying mental faculties”. Her 
story took a dramatic turn one September 
morning in 1825 when she departed her 
beloved Newstead for what would transpire 
to be the final time. Sadly, unable to hear 
the carrier’s warning, she was struck 
down by a horse and carriage outside The 
Maypole Inn (situated on Long Row), and 
died instantly.

The evening previous, Sophie had dropped 
a sealed package to Mrs Wildman with 
strict instructions that it must not be 
opened until the following morning. Sealed 
within were her private poems, written 
on her walks, each referring to Byron. She 
also enclosed a letter in which she alluded 
with poetic eloquence to her lamentable 
situation. She conveyed her deep gratitude 
and described how her days wandering 
Newstead Abbey had been the best she 
had ever known, that her only happiness in 
this world had been her privilege to wander 
through the domain of Newstead and trace 
the spots which had been consecrated by 
the genius of Lord Byron.

Unable to work owing to her disabilities, 
she had relied on a recently deceased 
relative for financial support. Now without 
her benefactor, she was forced to take leave 
from Newstead Abbey and travel to London 
to seek help from her brother's widow who 
resided in America. Upon reading these 
unexpected revelations, the Wildman’s 
hastily sent a messenger to find Sophie 
before she departed, with an offer of free 
accommodation in the grounds of Newstead 
for the rest of her days. Alas, the messenger 
was too late, and he returned to the Abbey 
only with the sad news of her passing. 
Colonel Wildman saw to it that her remains 
be interned at St Mary’s Church, Hucknall, 
as close to Lord Byron’s final resting 
place as possible.

Perhaps it was Sophie’s devotion to the 
Abbey, her immense desire to stay close 
to Byron’s home, which has kept her spirit 
trapped in the gardens. The most famous 
sighting was by Washington Irving, the 
author of Sleepy Hollow, who retold his 
experience in a manuscript entitled 
Abbotsford and Newstead Abbey. On 
visiting the Abbey in the mid-nineteenth 
century, he reportedly saw a white, dainty 

“fairy-like” figure in one of the gardens, 
appearing in a shimmer and then expiring 
instantly. The path is now known as White 
Lady’s Walk after further accounts of an 
ethereal white form drifting through the 
spot have been recounted since.

Several other spirits are said to haunt 
the grounds of the beautifully ravaged, 
enthrallingly historic Newstead Abbey, 
and the charming gardens are perfect for 
a contemplative winter wander, ghosts 
or none. Should you take a visit, spare a 
thought for the lonely life of Sophie Hyatt 
and perhaps you will see a glimpse of 
the figure slipping through the pathways, 
still trapped in her isolation and forever 
bound with the story of the Abbey and her 
cherished poet.

The Dilettante Society Meeting, Crown Inn, 
Beeston, Monday 16 November, 7.30pm, free. 
All welcome – the more the merrier. 

facebook.com/thedilettantesociety
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Nottingham-born Henry Normal is co-writer of The Royle Family, The Mrs Merton 
Show and Paul Calf. He’s responsible for bringing Alan Partridge and Gavin and Stacey 
to the screen and, more recently, collaborated with Notts TV to produce a documentary about Nottingham Forest, back 
when they were good. But from 17 November to 2 December, he’s attempting his most ambitious project to date; the 
Nottingham Poetry Festival.

We caught up with four of the performers: Atilla the Stockbroker, a political activist and performance poet who’s been touring for the past 35 years. Luke Wright, a writer of bawdy 
bar room ballads who got Edinburgh all excited on his recent tour. Brian Patten who made his name back in the sixties as one of the Liverpool Poets. And Henry Normal, who’s past TV 
credits have been mentioned in the previous paragraph, but what we didn’t mention is that he’s got six poetry collections under his belt. He’ll be performing on Sunday 26 November with 
Lemn Sissay MBE, a poet whose work featured on a Leftfield album and also inspired a violin concerto. 

Henry Normal

Given that poetry and comedy are two different beasts, what do 
you do to prepare to write?
If I’m writing comedy, I can do that anywhere. It’s like doing a 
crossword puzzle. Part logic, part music. With poetry, I need to 
be more internally focused. For me, it’s tapping into what I really 
want to communicate to the world. What I am experiencing not 
only at a level of understanding, but emotionally. Both comedy and 
poetry concern truth, but I find poetry more fulfilling in some sort 
of personal spiritual way. Nourishment for the soul.

What’s been a career highlight for you?
With poetry, I have been lucky enough to share a stage with 
Seamus Heaney, Adrian Mitchell, John Cooper Clarke and Lemn 
Sissay. My poems have been read at wedding and funerals. On 
the film and TV front, I’ve won many awards but being a producer 
on my wife’s film, Snowcake, is my proudest moment. It stars 
Sigourney Weaver as an autistic woman, and is drawn from our 
family experience with our son who is autistic. A beautiful, funny 
and truthful film.

A favourite poem…
My favourite poem is by Piet Hien who wrote over 10,000 short 
poems which he called Grooks:
     Love is like a pineapple
 Sweet and indefinable
I also love a Russian poem, Wait For Me, by Konstantin Simonov 
that appeared on the World at War read by Laurence Olivier.
 
If you could collaborate with any other poet, who would it be 
and why?
I don’t think you can write poetry other than by yourself. Comedy 
is much more fun writing together. Graham Duff is great to write 
with. He wrote Ideal and together we wrote Dr Terrible’s House of 
Horrible. I like performing with Lemn Sissay. He’s the best in the 
world in my opinion.
 
What’s the best piece of advice you’ve been given?
If it’s wet and it’s not yours, don’t touch it.

What advice would you give to young, aspiring poets?
Be true to yourself. Write what you want to say, not what you 
believe people want to hear.

babycow.co.uk
Attila the Stockbroker

What do you do to prepare to write? 
I write about what happens to me and what I see happening 
in the world, and I do it when I am inspired to do so. This 
can be anytime, anywhere – walking down the street, in the 
pub, on the toilet or (quite often) in the small hours, in bed.
 
What’s been a career highlight for you?
The publication of my autobiography, Arguments Yard, by 
Cherry Red Books in September 2015 after 35 years as Attila 
the Stockbroker (34 of them earning a living as a poet) and 
more than 3,000 gigs in 24 countries, 7 books of poetry, and 
around 40 LPs/CDs.

Your favourite/least favourite poem…
Favourite: Jim by Hilaire Belloc. Least favourite: Dark Ages 
by Christopher Reid.
 
If you could collaborate with any other poet, who would it 
be and why?
Hilaire Belloc. Sadly not possible. And I reckon we’d have 
hated each other anyway.
 
What’s the best piece of advice you’ve been given?

“Most people ignore most poetry because most poetry 
ignores most people”, Adrian Mitchell. I’ve turned it into
a t-shirt.
 
What advice would you give to young, aspiring poets?
If they’re good: Get a website. Get a Twitter feed. Get gigs. 
Get noticed. Get a living as a poet. If they’re not: Get a 
proper job.

attilathestockbroker.com

Luke Wright

What do you do to prepare to write?
I need time to fully settle down and concentrate, you have 
to completely give yourself to do it. The nature of my job, all 
the travelling around, means that I have to be able to write 
anywhere – mostly on trains.

What’s been a career highlight for you?
Making my most recent show, What I Learned From Johnny 
Bevan, it’s a sixty-minute poem/play. It won awards at 
Edinburgh this year but the highlight was the first time I 
performed it in its finished state and knew that I’d made a 
good piece of work. Landing good gigs or pay days, awards or 
meeting famous people is fun but it has to be about creating
the work.

Your favourite poem?
One of my own I’m particularly pleased with is a new poem 
called Lullaby, about the current political climate in the UK. I’m 
also very proud of The Toll, a ballad about a girl called Tracy 
which you can see on my site. Poems by other poets I love are 
Aubade by Larkin and Business Girls by Betjeman.

If you could collaborate with any other poet, who would it be 
and why?
I would have loved to have worked with John Betjeman, but he 
died when I was two. I have the great privilege of touring with 
another of my heroes, John Cooper Clarke – he’s one 
cool motherfucker.

What’s the best piece of advice you’ve been given?
Don’t look sideways. Don’t concern yourself with what other 
artists are doing or achieving – focus on your own work.

What advice would you give to young, aspiring poets?
Read a lot, watch a lot, and write as much as you can. Don’t be 
afraid of writing bad poems, you have to before you can write 
better ones. If you think something is hard to understand or you 
don’t get it - it’s not your fault, read something you do like.

lukewright.co.uk

Brian Patten

What do you do to prepare to write?
The poems come best when I’m alone and have no appointments to 
keep. I like writing in out of the way pubs and cafés, I usually have 
a notebook with me.

What’s been a career highlight for you?
I’ve read in places as varied as the Islamic Students Union in 
Khartoum, and the Queen Elizabeth Hall in London, but one of 
the best gigs was a poetry reading for an audience of deaf people 
at the Roundhouse, London. It was signed in English (and also in 
American sign-language by the actress Phyllis Frelich, for whom 
Children of a Lesser God was written). Sylvester McCoy, who was 
playing Dr Who back then, mimed the work. It was an eye-opener, 
and uplifting.

If you could meet any other poet, who would it be and why?
It would have to be the nineteenth century French poet, Arthur 
Rimbaud. I first read him in translation when I was fifteen and 
he’s fascinated me ever since. He turned his back on Europe in his 
early twenties and became a trader in Abyssinia. I won’t bang on 
about him. Any young writer reading this can easily find him for 
themselves if they wish.

What advice would you give to young, aspiring poets?
Don’t forget humour in your work – it’s seriously important. Also, 
there’s a special powder you can buy to sprinkle over clichés that 
makes them wither up and vanish. Buy some immediately. And 
remember: the best poetry reminds us of what we forgot we knew.

brianpatten.co.uk

words: James Walker
interviews: Lucy Manning
illustration: Ali Emm

leftlion.co.uk/issue73   23



Earlier this year, music production duo Congi and comic book collective Ink Soup got together to make a project as part 

of the Mimm Collective. An album and graphic novel interwoven to create a multi-layered experience, Nine Sessions   

                      was born from creativity,       innovation and friendship. We tell the tale of its arrival in comic form... 

He was a 
ruthless 
university tutor, 

an amazing 

artist, a jiu jitsu 

champion, an 

inspiring guy. 

Chui Jwong 
Man. He left 

Ink Soup to us..

Gaz was more 
into grime and I 
was more into 
hip hop.

Alex and I both 
knew what we 
really liked, but it 
was the 140 scene 
that got us together 
to form Congi.

We are all 
friends. We 
all knew each 
other before 
music and art. 
We all kicked it 
and we drank 
beer together 
and we danced 
together.

We always liked the idea of 
moving towards a 

full project…

…the beats we were 
making, they almost 
painted an image, a story.

I heard 
Congi wanted 
to do a comic 
book alongside 
their release, 
and I just 
knew we 

could do it…

…We 

played the album and 

bounced ideas off each other as 

we listened to it.

Together, we created 
an experience 
rather than a simple 
piece of music.

Four of us 
from Ink Soup each 

took a different aspect 
of the story. We just went 

for it. Lisa’s always drawing 
women lying around in bed. 

Pete’s big on the action. 
Sarah has a really 

ghostly style.

Ned came to us 
again with some 
of the drawings 

the guys had done. 
It helped to finish 

off the project and 
made the production 
process a lot easier. 

It solidified the 
idea.

There’s such a pool of talent in every creative field in Nottingham. We just love being from here.



James Acaster:
Represent
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Hazel O’ Connor
Wed 2 Dec

Hot Club of Cowtown
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Satirist For Hire
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Matt Forde:
Get The Political
Party Started
Tue 10 Nov



Our UNESCO City of Literature feature this issue is dedicated to Bryan Stanley Johnson (5 February 1933 – 13 November 1973), 
an English experimental novelist who preovd you can mses up the oderr of ctpahers in a book and rradees will siltl be albe 
to usdretnand yer…  

“But I know this city,” begins BS Johnson’s (BSJ) book 
in a box, The Unfortunates, which is to be performed in 
its entirety at multiple locations at multiple times. In 
Nottingham, because ours is the unnamed city that 
he describes in the book. “The moment at which The 
Unfortunates occurred to me”, Johnson wrote, “was 
on the main railway station at Nottingham. I had been 
sent there to report on a soccer match for The Observer, 
a quite routine League match, nothing special. I had 
hardly thought about where I was going, specifically… 
But when I came up the stairs from the platform into the 
entrance hall, it hit me: I knew this city. I knew it very 
well. It was the city in which a great friend of mine, one 
who had helped me with my work when no one else was 
interested, had lived until his tragic death from cancer 
some two years before.”

I read the above in an anthology while I was a student 
at University of Nottingham in the late seventies. I 
fell on BSJ’s work, which I loved for its bravado, verve, 
experimentation and naked honesty. Over the years, I 
read most of his work. For a long time, however, The 
Unfortunates eluded me. You couldn’t order it from the 
library. Nottingham Trent Uiversity’s archived copy had 
been stolen.

Eventually, it was reissued, in a new box with an 
introduction by Jonathan Coe, who wrote a fine 
biography of BSJ, Like A Fiery Elephant. I then found 
out what the fuss was all about. The memoir has 27 
sections. All but the first and last are bound separately 
and assembled in random order. The idea was to show how 

“memories of Tony and the routine football reporting, the 
past and the present, interwove in a completely random 
manner, without chronology… the novel was to be as nearly 
as possible a re-created transcript of how my mind worked 
during eight hours of this particular Saturday.”

By anonymising Nottingham (even Forest becomes City), 
BSJ meant to make his book more universal. For similar 
reasons, Stanley Middleton (who met Johnson) called his 
Nottingham ‘Beechnall’. Nottingham doesn’t like to boast 
about itself: fair enough. But, as we bid for recognition as 
a UNESCO City of Literature, we’re celebrating the great 
work set here. On the weekend of the 21 - 22 November, 
across 26 city centre locations, playwright Andy Barrett 
and his theatre company Excavate have organised a mass 
reading of The Unfortunates, beginning and ending at 
Broadway Cinema. 

After they have seen one of several performances of the 
opening section, starting from 10am and then running at 
half-hourly intervals until 3pm, audience members can 
spend as much time as they like visiting 26 locations (it 
isn’t compulsory to visit them all) – some of which, like 
the train station, are in The Unfortunates – and watch 
performed readings from the book. All of these locations 
will be marked on a map so that the listener can navigate 

their way through the city and the novel in whatever order 
they wish. The last chapter will then be read, back in 
Broadway, at half-hourly intervals from 3.30pm until the 
final reading at 10pm.

The list of venues includes a host of iconic locations, as 
well as some less obvious nooks and crannies, all of which 
have some kind of connection to the chapter to be read 
there. Expect to visit pubs, cafes, bookshops, common 
rooms, living rooms and the inside of a car. And all of the 
readers will be in some form of BSJ attire – probably a dark 
mac and hat. Each performance starts when an audience 
member arrives. None will exceed ten minutes; many are 
much shorter. Volunteers from both universities will help 
guide people. 

There will be at least two performers splitting the duties at 
each venue. I’m going to be with Sue Dymoke and Michael 
Eaton at Yates’s, reading the section set there. BSJ used 
Yates’s in a short promo film for the novel, featuring the 
famous trio that used to play upstairs. You can see it on 
 YouTube, or at a special evening of Johnson shorts that 
Broadway is putting on the night before, introduced by 
Jonathan Coe.

Coe’s preoccupation with Johnson began when, as a child, 
he saw the quirky 1973 TV film Fat Man On A Beach (also 
part of the Broadway evening), set on a Welsh beach where 
 Jonathan’s family used to holiday. The film concludes with 

BSJ walking into the sea, Reggie Perrin style. Sadly, the 
same year, Johnson – plagued by marital problems and 
career difficulties – took his own life, aged forty. His body 
was found by poet and novelist, Barry Cole. The suicide 
haunted Barry profoundly and contributed to a long retreat 
from writing which lasted until the nineties. That was 
when John Lucas – a friend of BSJ’s who published some of 
his poetry – brought Barry back into print. On a memorable 
afternoon in 2009, Barry took me round his and BSJ’s 
old haunts.

Barry died last year. John has edited a gedenkschrift - a 
memorial publication - to celebrate what would have been 
his 79th birthday. It will be launched at Bookmarks, in 
Bloomsbury, London, on 13 November at 7pm. There will be 
many readers, and all are welcome.

“This novel which cost me so much pain,” Johnson wrote in 
the copy of The Unfortunates that he dedicated to his old 
collaborator, Zulfikar Ghose. The book’s power is partly to 
do with how naked Johnson stands before us, reflecting on 
the untimely death of a friend he loved. But don’t get the 
impression that the novel is unremitting gloom. Far from 
it. BSJ has a zest for life and language and literary form. 
In the tradition of one of our earliest novelists, Lawrence 
Sterne, who BSJ called “the great spunky unflincher”, he 
likes to play with form and tease the reader. One book has 
a hole cut in it so that the reader can see what’s coming. 
Another is laid out as book-keeper’s double entries, a third 
composed entirely of case-notes. Most of all, perhaps, BSJ 
resisted the novel itself. In an early one, Albert Angelo, 
he suddenly interjects, “OH FUCK ALL THIS LYING!”. 

“Telling stories is telling lies” he says elsewhere. Perhaps 
to describe The Unfortunates as a novel, as BSJ did, is 
misdirection. It is a memoir and, had he lived longer, that 
might have been the form that BSJ excelled in. He also 
wrote several scripts and two memorable poetry collections.

“But what about the football match”, I hear you ask? The 
original match report is pasted to the back of the box 
(Forest won). Sadly, there will be no reading at the Forest 
ground – Fellows Morton and Clayton will host the football 
report chapter – it’s too far from the city centre and too 
busy. Forest will be playing at home, just as they were that 
Saturday afternoon in 1966 when Johnson visited this city, 
and his head filled with memories.

But I Know This City! is a collaboration with the University 
of Nottingham as part of Being Human: A Festival of the 
Humanities, Thursday 12 – Sunday 22 November.  

Dead of Night screening with introduction by Jonathan Coe, 
Broadway Cinema, Friday 20 November, 5.35pm. 
But I Know This City!, various venues, Saturday 21 - Sunday 
22 November.

tinyurl.com/beinghumannottingham 

words: David Belbin
illustration: Christine Dilks
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Sat 7 & Sun 8 November

Nottingham Lakeside Arts
University Park, NG7 2RD
Box Office: 0115 846 7777
lakesidearts.org.uk 

#Lustre15 @LakesideArts

Alasdair Nelson



For many years, in the seventies and 
eighties, I travelled the A52 to Bramcote, 
then Bilborough, by bus. Passing Wollaton 
Park in the early morning, the sunlight 
was scattered by the trees into the cabin 
where I sat. In those days, NCT buses had 
polished aluminium interiors which made 
the light show more dazzling.

Large Bus is a painting I made in 1984 in 
an attempt to capture this experience. It is an oil painting on canvas, 90 x 120 
cm, painted in my studio in the Lace Market. At the time, I was in the first 
years of freelancing after ten years as an art teacher at a secondary school. 
Some of the sense of relief, of freedom, seems to have leaked into the picture.

I usually work from photographs I have taken, either on the hoof, or planned 
in advance. Earlier, when I developed and printed my own photographs, I was 
seldom satisfied with the print being the last word on the subject. Making 
a painting from a photograph allows for any amount of alteration in size, 
medium (I work in oil and watercolour), composition, tone, colour, texture 
and so on.

For me, the painting differs from the photograph in ways analogous to the 
difference between the live performance and an MP3 recording of a song. I 
worked on this piece over some months and first exhibited it at one of the 
studio shows that I held regularly in those days.

In recent years, I have made more paintings of buses and intend to show them 
alongside Large Bus in my exhibition this month. Other subjects dealt with 
in the show will include Nottingham townscapes, people and pubs, studio 
interiors, and local bands at pub gigs. In each of these categories, I’ll show 
recent work with some older pieces on the same themes. This forms a sort of 
autobiography, without the more libellous incidents. 

Bob Evans at 75: Paintings Past and Present, Nottingham Society of Artists, 
Friar Lane Monday 9 - Wednesday 11 November, free. 

bobevansnottm.com

Bob Evans
Large Bus

Art Works

I’m a games design student from Nottingham, 
currently finishing my degree at De Montfort 
University. I focus on 2D and 3D asset creation 
within games, specifically preferring character 
concepts. My favourite part being the colour 
theory required within design, and how it can 
completely transform the creation process. 

My passion for this has led me to work as a 
colourist on an independent comic project 
called Dadtown – that’s right, colouring in 
pictures is a job! I also work at the National 
Videogame Arcade, where I get to help people 
of all ages enjoy playing games together, which 
I consider a very important part of life, as well 
as freelancing.

I always find it difficult to name my work, preferring to go by descriptions. This image 
is simply Warmth, a piece which is important to my own life experiences, and the way 
I perceive sexuality. As a woman in a lesbian relationship, I feel it important to convey 
relationships between women with less of a cheap sexual focus. Love is love, and that 
to me is beautiful, simple and warm.
   
The first time I coloured this, I used bright electric purples and blues, but it felt oddly 
cold and not quite what I wanted. The second time I coloured it, I tried to make use of 
pastel orange and pink colours, and bright lighting, in order to create a gentle feel to 
the image, and bring back the original warmth that inspired me in the first place.          
   
It’s a digital drawing that I created with Photoshop and my beloved Wacom Intuos Pro 
tablet. I coloured it using the lesser-known PaintTool SAI, which allows for brilliant, 
simple blending and painting. I was never much good with physical painting, and 
digital painting feels far more natural to me than any real paintbrush. 

It took around five hours in total, with half that time spent sketching out the muses. I 
used no reference images; it simply began as a small sketch, around fifteen minutes 
every evening before I went to sleep, and in these little sessions it changed so much. 
I added clothes, removed them, then added them again. It never really felt right. I 
decided to leave them nude, and plain, just as we all are, underneath it all. The most 
interesting reaction I had was when someone told me it looked like they were sitting 
in the clouds, despite there being no clouds in the image. 

Dadtown is available to read online.
 

facebook.com/colourfuljess

Jessica Parry
Warmth
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OAKS 2 BROMLEY PLACE, NOTTINGHAM, NG1 6JG 

OAKSNOTTINGHAM.CO.UK

 

REDEFINING LOCAL 
FOOD, JOIN US. 

 
 

AT OAKS WE ARE PROUD TO SERVE LOCALLY SOURCED 
SAUSAGES, STEAKS, CHICKEN, BURGERS AND FISH , 

COOKED OVER A WOOD FIRE GRILL, CRAFT ALES, 
HOMEMADE DESSERTS AND COCKTAILS.  

 

 

241 IN COCKTAILS,  PROSECCO AND ALES,   
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 5PM TO 7PM.  

 
15% STUDENT DISCOUNT, MONDAY TO THURSDAY.  

 
£9.50 LUNCH TREAT, MONDAY TO FRIDAY.  

 
XMAS RESERVATIONS NOW OPEN.  
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With bikes coming back as the transport of choice for students, we look at how, with two universities, Nottingham’s cycling 
system measures up in the minds of our many temporary residents… 

Once upon a time, students cycled to college because bikes were cheap and cars were 
expensive. Then students and their parents got richer and cars got cheaper. Campuses 
became choked with cars; at some campuses parking charges went up sharply, while at 
others, student cars were banned altogether. 

Meanwhile, responding to the green imperatives, cycle lanes and parking were developed. 
Something else happened too – having and being seen to ride a bike became a fashion 
statement. Just look around, hundreds of students at the two universities are on the roads 
and cycle paths on MTBs, hybrids, fixies and old steel-framed racers. 

Cycle parking spaces are often full. The University of Nottingham (UoN) says it has 
parking space for 4,650 bikes – but it can be difficult to find somewhere to lock a bike up. 
Meanwhile, a rentabike scheme called Ucycle has proved so successful that there are no 
more bikes available to hire this term. 

At Nottingham Trent University (NTU), just 15 of the 200 available bikes in the autumn term 
were available at time of writing. At Clifton campus, the number of recorded bike journeys 
has increased by 23% in two years. This year, NTU has opened a BikeHub, offering cycle 
repairs and maintenance, under the Student Union building at the city campus.

So why are Nottingham students riding bikes? LeftLion put such questions to five regular 
cyclists from the UoN. Four of them – Tom, Dervla, Edouard and Laura – are members of the 
university’s cycling club. Two, Edouard and Cassandra, are from Switzerland and so have 
experience of tram lines. Their commute, from Beeston to the Jubilee campus, has given 
them opportunities to compare the Nottingham cycling experience with their homeland. 

“The drivers are maybe more respectful of cyclists in Switzerland and we have a lot of 
cycle routes in cities,” says Edouard, who travelled from Switzerland to Nottingham on 

the train with his two Campagnolo-equipped Italian road bikes wrapped in bike bags. “But 
Nottingham is becoming better for cycle routes and the new segregated cycle routes are a 
good idea because cycle ways should be independent of the road.”

Why do these students choose to ride bikes in Nottingham? Tom, who is president of the 
cycling club, says, “I can leave home with five minutes to spare, and after lectures I can 
go out exploring. I think I know the city better by going out and seeing where roads lead.” 
Laura thinks, “A lot of medics cycle. We have long days, less time, and I’m often running 
late so it’s quicker than walking, and cheaper than buses.” 

When it comes to gripes and complaints, the five mention poor city road layouts, fast traffic, 
narrow, unsegregated cycle paths, a shortage of parking and the difficulty of crossing tram 
lines. Dervla admits the tram lines have caused her to come off her bike. But as Tom says, 

“It’s not a tram versus cyclists thing. It’s new, so people aren’t used to it.”

On the plus side, the students praise campus cycle paths and say they usually feel safe 
cycling in Nottingham. Is there a distinctive campus cycling culture in Nottingham? And if 
so, do you have to ride a battered eighties racer to join in? The number of students on such 
vintage machines would suggest so.

Laura, who got serious about cycling when she began training for a triathlon, says, “The 
fashion thing isn’t so much road cycling really. You see these girls on hipster bikes with 
flowing skirts and stuff. It’s the stereotype. But not many girls cycle like I do.” Tom says, 

“Steel framed vintage bikes are fashionable. The fixie scene hasn’t really got here.” He adds: 
“Bike cafes can help cycling culture develop. In London, you have cafes where cycling 
commuters meet, and one in Nottingham would be brilliant.”

Agreed. Cafe owners take note, and not just for the sake of students…

Tom Winterton
Age: 20
Lives: Lenton
Studying: medicine
Campus bike: State Bicycle fixed gear
Other bike: Cannondale Caad Four road bike
Best thing about cycling in Nottingham: seeing 
the countryside
Worst thing: the hills. Seriously, some of the road layouts 
that force you to change lanes

.
Dervla Ireland
Age: 19
Lives: Lenton
Studying: Medicine
Campus bike: Peugeot Vittoria road bike
Best thing about cycling in Nottingham: Ability to go out 
into the countryside.
Worst thing: Traffic lights with split lanes, especially at 
rush hour when you have to cross into another lane. It’s 

Edouard Overney
Age: 23
Lives: Beeston
Studying: manufacturing engineering
Campus bike: Francesco Moser 
road bike
Other bike: Wilier Gran Turismo 
road bike
Best thing about cycling in Nottingham: 
the sensation of freedom where you can go 
everywhere you want
Worst thing: cycle paths need to be improved; 
they are shared with pedestrians and you 
have to wait at every intersection on the road

Cassandra Frey
Age: 24
Lives: Beeston
Studying: education leadership and 
management
Campus bike: Carrera road bike
Best thing about cycling in Nottingham: very 
quick to get around 
Worst thing: the lack of safe indoor storage for 
bike parking.

Laura Owler
Age: 21
Lives: Lenton
Studying: medicine
Campus bike: Planet X road bike
Other bike: Claud Butler hybrid
Best thing about cycling in Nottingham: cycle paths. And 
campus is really good for cyclists.
Worst thing: drivers. A lot of them are student drivers or 
lorry drivers who are oblivious to the fact that they’re this 
close to you and are going too fast.



FOR A FUN AND  
SAFE NIGHT OUT  

LOOK NO FURTHER 
THAN NOTTINGHAM

Each of these premises has been accredited as a safe and well 
run venue, so look out for the Best Bar None stickers in premises 

around Nottingham to show you the best the city has to offer!

To see the full list of category winners in Nottingham’s 2015 Best Bar None Awards,  

visit itsinnottingham.com/bbn

itsinnottingham.com

Alea Casino
All Bar One

Annie’s Burger Shack
Bistro Live

Bowery Club
Browns Bar and Brasserie

Cape Bar
Chino Latino

Coach and Horses
Cookie Lounge

Cross Keys
Das Kino

Genting Casino

Harvester
Horn in Hand

Ink
Joseph Else
Las Iguanas
Lloyds No 1
Market Bar

National Ice Centre
New Foresters

NG1
Oceana

Pit and Pendulum

Pitcher & Piano 
Rescue Rooms

Revolution Cornerhouse
Revolution Hockley

Ride
Rock City
Ropewalk

Royal Children
Slug & Lettuce

Spanky Van Dyke’s
Stealth
Suede

The Approach 
The Bank

The Bodega
The Bunker

The Company Inn
The Forum

The Major Oak
The Malt Cross
The Ned Ludd

The Roebuck Inn
The Rum House 
The Waterfront

Yates’s

To see the full list of category winners in Nottingham’s 2015 Best Bar None Awards, 

 OVERALL WINNER  2015  

 •   JUDGES CHOICE   •

NEW
 FORESTERS
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PICK OF THE MONTH

Get weekly updates of Nottingham events at leftlion.co.uk/newsletter

Star Wars Weekend 
The Golden Fleece

Nottingham Comedy Festival
Various venues

Now in its seventh year, these lot ain’t mucking about when it comes to having a 
larf. Spanning an entire week and incorporating over fifteen venues, the festival has 
some big hitters on the roster including Harry Enfield and Paul Whitehouse at the 
Theatre Royal. But there’s loads of room for the more obscure: Daniel Nicholas’ show, 
Reverb – The Lovestory of Terrance the Crocodile and Julia the Mannequin. Sounds 
like a proper giggle to us, and you’ll be able to watch with a salt beef beigel at Rough 
Trade, for absolutely no damage to your wallet at all. Minus the fiver for the scran, of 
course. The banter bus is travelling all over the shop, and isn’t confined to the city 
centre, with shows being hosted across town, including The Maze, Poppy and Pint in 
West Bridgford, and the Admiral Rodney out in Southwell. If you’re a fan of one-liners, 
don’t miss Gary Delaney at The Canalhouse for just a fiver. He’s a right funneh bloke 
and will tell you all sorts about his private life, ‘’When my girlfriend suggested we try 
playing doctors and nurses, I was really hoping for something sexier than being left in 
a corridor for two days.” Gerron down.

Events are priced individually, some free but mostly £5 - £10
goldenfleecenottingham.co.uk

If young, local and creative are three adjectives that 
apply directly to you, then prick up thine ears, youth. 
The wondrous beings behind Collabor-8 are taking 
over Tempreh to bring you a free festival like no other. 
Showcasing talent from near and far, you’ll be able 
to get right inspired by the musical stylings of artists 
like Lady Leshurr, Harleighblu, Congi and Yazmin 
Lacey, and get stuck in to VJ-ing workshops with Urban 
Projections, jewellery making, and loads more. There’ll 
also be food, films and a whole load of networking to be 
done. So iron your shirt, get stuck in to what’s on offer, 
and soak up the talent of our city. It’ll be you, next.

Free entry, but feel free to make a donation 
nottinghamcontemporary.org

Local rapper Youthoracle has pulled out the big guns 
with this one. Clash Money Battles are banging on 
Bodega’s door with a gang of grime and hip hop 
heavyweights, all foaming at the mouth ready to 
verbally batter the shit out of each other. For want of a 
better turn of phrase. With the headline battle between 
Wariko and Dialect set to rip the rap battle world to 
shreds, other confirmed acts on the line up include 
Rude Kid, Mez and Congi. If watching fully grown 
men get all up in each other’s grills, spraying bars and 
internal rhymes down a mic is your thing, then Bob 
must be your uncle and Fanny's got to be your aunt, cos 
this is right up your alley. 

Tickets £8, available from Clash Money
facebook.com/clashmoneyuk

Directed by Fiona Buffini, Nottingham Playhouse’s 
associate director, The Duchess of Malfi is a Jacobean 
revenge tragedy written by John Webster yonks ago, 
in 1613. This is no stuffy old tale, though, with enough 
sex, murder and intrigue to butter up even the most 
avid Eastenders fan. When the Duke of Malfi passes 
away, the benign Duchess secretly marries her servant, 
Antonio, and pops out a fair few of his kids. Unable to 
keep this a secret for long, ‘cos of, you know, babies 
and that, her evil, power-hungry brothers’ take their 
controlling nature to new levels. There’s revenge, 
deception, torture and a little bit of incest thrown in for 
good measure. 

Tickets £10.50 - £28.50, available from Playhouse
nottinghamplayhouse.co.uk 

“Luke, I am your father” can often be heard sprayed from the mouths of quarrelling 
locals in the early hours of Saturday morning after a particularly raucous bender at 
The Thurland, but you might know it best from the Star Wars franchise. To celebrate 
the latest video game release, Rebel Alliance, and the latest movie, The Force 
Awakens, the ‘Fleece are making a weekend of it. From midday on the Friday you’ll 
be able to play all your favourite games on the projector, and enter into one of their 
Racer Revenge tourneys for your chance to win cash, beer and movie merchandise. 
On the Saturday, you can watch the original trilogy in Blu-ray, the evening taking off 
with King Kahlua’s Super Power Soul Hour from 9pm – dress up in the spirit of the 
weekend for your chance to bag even more free stuff. At the rear of the weekend, the 
prequel trilogy will be shown in all its glory, inclusive of nosh for all, some proper old-
school Star Wars board games. They’ll be finishing with the Ultimate Star Wars Pub 
Quiz from 8pm, so you’ll can battle it out to be crowned the truest superfan in Notts. 
Well in.

Free entry, quiz is a quid each
goldenfleecenottingham.co.uk

We’ve gone wappy for words this month, so Rough 
Trade, in association with the new Nottingham Poetry 
Festival, are jumping on the bandwagon with a brand 
spankin’ monthly event. Amanda Smith Storyteller kicks 
off the day with story time for the kiddos, and there’ll 
be a songwriting workshop and playwriting workshop 
led by Rob Green and Playhouse associate artist Gareth 
Morgan, respectively. Newly formed feminist collective, 
Major Labia, will be performing brand new comedy 
sketches, and UK All Stars Poetry Slam Champion 2013, 
Ben Norris, is gearing up to perform. Bleddy hell, there’s 
loads. There’s bound to be more info closer to the date, 
so keep yer tabs to the ground to find out more. 

Free entry, but bring some dosh for a beigel and a book
roughtrade.com

Two of the city’s most prolific street artists, Grim Finga 
and Small Kid, have joined forces in a cloud of emulsion 
and spray paint, to bring you a jock-off selection of 
brand new work. This month, Alley Cafe will be home 
to some off-the-chain A3 prints, designed and created 
especially for the prying eyes of you folk. Expect the 
grimmest of digits, some cute hooded figures, and 
gawd knows what else. The exhibition is launched with 
a proper party, the best way Notts knows how – with 
Rubberdub Sound System, of course. Get down for a 
particularly tasty espresso martini, a good owd jig, and 
to engage in some proper art exhibition chat. Whatever 
that is.

Free entry, take a few bob for a bev
alleycafe.co.uk

Circuit: Affinity Festival
Nottingham Contemporary

Duchess of Malfi
Nottingham 
Playhouse

Poetry Festival
Nottingham Arts 
Theatre

Book Off
Rough Trade

Grim and Kid with 
Rubberdub
Alley Cafe

The Nottingham Arts Theatre has had a right kick up 
the bum of late. This month, we’ve gorranother festival 
coming our way, with poetry being the aim of the game. 
The three-day word bender at the end of the month will 
see the mammoth Mouthy Poets performing, as well as 
Brian Patten, Atilla the Stockbroker and Lemn Sissay 
MBE. Oo-er. Hosting the event is none other than Notts 
lad Henry Normal, a writer and TV producer who 
can put his name to television hits including The 
Royle Family and The Mrs Merton Show. Grab a full 
weekend ticket sharpish, or spend your weekend 
wallowing alone.

Tickets £30, available from Arts Theatre, Five Leaves 

Bookshop and Gigantic
nottingham-theatre.co.uk

Bardega 
The Bodega

SAT

14 NOV

FRI

6 NOV
12pm

SAT

28 NOV
6pm

SUN

22 NOV
11.30am

FRI 

13 NOV
7pm

FRI 

30 OCT

FRI 

27 NOV

WED

4 NOV
7pm

SUN

15 NOV 
7pm

SAT

31 NOV

SUN

29 NOV

FRI

6 NOV
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SUNDAY 1 NOV

 Nottingham Forest LFC 
v Blackburn Rovers LFC 
Basford United Football Club 
£1.50/£3, 2pm

 Industry Sundays 
The Bowery Club
Free, 10pm

 Insane Championship 
Wrestling 
Rock City 
£16, 6pm

 Mandy Tatton Quintet 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 1:30pm

 The Garden 
The Bodega 
£7.50, 7pm

 The Four Seasons
by Candlelight 
Theatre Royal 
£17.50/£24.50/£27.50, 3pm

 Half Moon Run 
The Rescue Rooms 
£12, 6:30pm

 Matt Henshaw 
Rye Cafe and Bar 
Free, 7pm

 The Coronas 
The Rescue Rooms 
£10, 6:30pm

 Swingologie Quartet 
Vat and Fiddle 
Free, 5pm

 Skatebase Halloween 
Roller Disco 
Chilwell Olympia 
£3.50, 1:30pm

 Jewellery Making Class 
Focus Gallery 
£75, 10am

 Gingerbread Family 
Hanging Ornament 
Workshop 
Kitty’s Handmade 
£25, 10am

 Oddly - Norwich 
Puppet Theatre
The West Bridgford Library 
Free, 3:30pm

 Tannhauser (Wagner) 
Broadway Cinema 
£18, 12pm

 Lazy Daisy Halloween 
Afternoon Tea 
Wollaton Park 
£15, 12am

 Halloween Party 
The Lincolnshire Poacher 
Free, 8pm

 Pop Up Kitchen 
Comfort Food 
The Bluebird 
Vegetarian Cafe 
£10/£12, 6:30pm

 Ghost Hunt and Supper 
Sir John Borlase Warren 
£30, 7pm

 Tony Law 
Just The Tonic 
£10, 6:30pm
MONDAY 2 NOV

MONDAY 2 NOV

 Shut The Front Door: El 
Mexicano Death Disco 
The Lacehouse 
10pm

 Nottingham Organ 
Society presents 
Chris Powell 
Bonington Theatre 
£4.50/£6/£7.50, 7:30pm

 Borns 
The Bodega 
£8, 7pm

  Write Minds - Creative 
Writing for Young People 
Affected by Self Harm 
City Arts - Nottingham 
Free, 6pm

 Roots Acoustic Evening 
The Ropewalk 
Free, 8pm

 Going Global! 
Lunchtime Talks 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
Free, 1pm

 The History of the 
Crime Film 
Broadway Cinema 
£35/£50, 7pm

 British Sausage Week 
Castle Rock Pubs 
Free, 8pm

 Tech Nottingham: Rise 
of the Machines - Fun 
and Games with Face 
Recognition 
Antenna 
Free, 6:30pm

 LU Arts and LSU 
present Three The
Hard Way 
Loughborough University 
£4, 7:30pm

TUESDAY 3 NOV

 Lapsley 
The Bodega 
£8, 7pm

 Solo 45 Live 
Stealth 
£9, 10pm

 Will Varley 
Rough Trade 
Free, 7pm

 Hothouse Flowers 
Rock City 
£25, 10pm

Carnival Dance 
City Arts Nottingham 
£7, 7pm

 Make a Wire Bracelet 
Locally Produced For You 
£31, 10am

 Jinski
Malt Cross 
Free, 7pm

 The Amazing Tour Is 
Not On Fire 
Theatre Royal 
£25, 7pm

 Notts In A Nutshell 
The Maze 
£3, 8pm

WEDNESDAY 4 NOV

 Lunchtime Concert 
NTU Music Centre 
Free, 1pm - 1:30pm

 Sugar Ape - Disney 
The Bodega 
£2/£3, 11pm - 3am

 13 Bore 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
7pm

 Dexters 
The Bodega 
£7, 7pm

 John Wilson Orchestra 
Royal Concert Hall 
£23.50 - £46.50, 7:30pm

 Forgotten Tomb 
The Old Angel 
£11, 7:30pm

 Sonic Boom Six 
Rock City 
£10, 6:30pm

 Crochet Workshop 
Bee & Bird 
£20, 7pm

 Jewellery Night School 
Focus Gallery 
£120, 6:30pm

 Fiona Buffini on
The Duchess of Malfi 
Five Leaves
Bookshop
Free, 7pm

THURSDAY 5 NOV

 Julian Arguelles 
Bonington Theatre 
£5/£10/£12, 8pm -

 Ajay Henry 
Baresca 
Free, 7pm

 Trust Fund + Alimony 
Hustle + The Blue Period 
JT Soar 
£5, 8pm

 Bendigo Live 
The Maze 
Free, 9:30pm

 Ex Hex 
The Bodega 
£11, 7pm

 Wreckless Eric 
Rough Trade 
Free, 6pm

 Fireworks and BBQ 
The Johnson Arms 
Free, 6pm

 Bonfire Night 
The Stratford Haven 
Free, 8pm

 Guy Fawkes Night 
Riverbank Bar & Kitchen 
Free, 6pm

 Bonfire Night 
Forest Recreation Ground 
Free, 5:30pm

 Immanuel Ness 
Book Launch: Southern 
Insurgency 
Five Leaves Bookshop 
Free, 7pm

FRIDAY 6 NOV

 Nottingham Forest 
VS Derby 
NFFC
7:30pm

 Bad Ideas + The 
Gospel Youth + Midday 
Committee + George Gadd 
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
£5, 7pm

 Widows and 
Abomination Federation 
Ye Olde Salutation Inn 
£2, 9pm

 Jiallo 
Baresca 
Free, 8:30pm

 Hawkloards 
The Doghouse 
£13.50, 7pm

 On The Brink 
The Lion at Basford 
9pm

 Cockney Rejects + The 
Noxious Toyz + Go Fast or 
Go Home + Fight Back 
The Maze 
£16.50, 8pm

 Amenra 
The Bodega 
£12.50, 7pm

 Dollop with Gerd 
Janson, Jeremy 
Underground, Loefah 
Stealth 
£12, 10pm

 Imagine Dragons 
Capital FM Arena 
£33.60, 8:30pm

 Psybrid Sounds 
The Old Angel 
10pm

 Moulettes + Nizlopi 
Rescue Rooms 
£16, 6:30pm

 INFL presents 
The Eviltones and The 
Holy Orders 
JamCafé 
Free, 7pm

 Craft Social: Print-
Along 
Debbie Bryan 
Free, 12pm

 Puppet Cabaret 
City Arts 
£3.50 - £7, 7pm

 Pre-Show Talk: Death 
Has a Thousand Doors 
Nottingham Playhouse 
Free, 6pm

 Fireworks Spectacular 
College House Junior School 
£2.50/£3.50, 6pm

 Football Manager 
Ruined My Life 
National Videogame Arcade 
£8/£10, 8:30pm

 The Line-Up with 
Steven Dunne, Glenis 
Wilson and Stephen Booth 
Waterstones 
£3, 7pm

SATURDAY 7 NOV

 Panthers VS Giants 
Capital FM Arena 
7pm

 Kold Chillin’ – Rick D’s 
Birthday Jam 
The Old Angel 
Free, 8pm - 3am

 Record + Craft Fair 
The New Art Exchange 
Free, 11am - 5pm

 Mixfest 2015 Hey 
Quadrophonic + The Cusp 
+ Fezz 
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
Free, 7pm

 Gren Bartley 
The Guitar Bar, Hotel Deux 
£8, 7:30pm

 Coyote 
Baresca 
Free, 9pm

 MacMillan Cancer 
Support – Punks for 
Progress 
The Doghouse 
£3, 4pm

 Nottingham Harmonic 
Choir - Bach 
Nottingham Albert Hall 
£14, 7:30pm

 Arkless/Wall 
JT Soar 
£5, 7pm

 The Fog 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 Cosmic American 
presents Simi Stone (The 
Duke & The King) 
The Maze 
£10, 7pm

 Majestic 
Stealth 
10pm

 Bully 
Spanky Van Dykes 
7pm

 Johnny and the 
Raindrops
Theatre Royal 
£1/ £7 

 Enter Shikari Signing 
Rough Trade 
Free, 4pm

 Sinfonia Viva 
Royal Concert Hall 
£3, 9:45pm

 A Night of DIY Punk 
Chaos! 
The Old Angel 
£5, 7pm

 Y&T 
Rock City 
£16.50, 6:30pm

 Tigercub + Youth Man 
Rock City 
£3, 10pm

 Big Country (The ‘Best 
of’ Tour) 
Rescue Rooms 
£20, 7pm

SATURDAY 7 NOV

 Unknown Era EP Launch 
Rough Trade 
Free, 7pm

 Unknown Era Ep Launch 
Afterparty
The Maze 
£3, 11pm

 Little Whores on the 
Prairie + Vanity Box + 
Cibele 
The Running Horse 
Free, 8pm

 Wildside - The Erotics 
and Teenage Casket 
Company 
Ye Olde Salutation Inn 
£3/£4, 8pm

 NDC Rocky Horror 
Nightmare 
The Federation Centre 
Free, 7am

 Merryn and Alex 
The Pelican Club 
Free, 10pm

 40th Angolan 
Independence Anniversary 
The White Lion - Beeston 
Free, 10am

 In Fine Style: The 
Dancehall Art of 
Wilfred Limonious 
The New Art Exchange 
Free, 3pm - 5pm

 Knitted Flower 
Corsage Workshop 
Locally Produced For You 
£21, 2pm

 Young Rangers 
Highfields Park 
£7, 11am

 Cycle Sneinton 
Sneinton Hermitage 
Community Centre 
Free, 12pm

 My Sight Firewalk and 
Fireworks 
Nottingham Castle 
£4 - £25, 7pm

 Nottingham Malaysian 
Games and Food Festival 
University of Nottingham 
Free, 7am

 Craig Murray, Junior 
Simpson, Larry Dean, Rich 
Wilson 
Jongleurs
£15, 6:30pm

 Indie Publishing Day 
with ALLi, Matador 
and WEM 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 
Free, 10am

 Libraries Readers’ Day 
County Hall 
£17/£20, 9am

 Autumn Fair 
Green’s Windmill 
Free, 11am

 East Midlands Baby 
and Toddler Show 
Trent Vineyard Church 
Free, 7am 
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Genre:  
Disco, funk, soul, eighties, cult classics, old school hip 
hop

Venues you do stuff at: 
Bar Eleven

Who else helps you run the nights:  
Lee Eden

Ten words that sum up the events you put on:
An eclectic mix of disco, soul, funk, hip hop, eighties 
and much more

Describe the average punter at your nights: 
Mixed crowd of all ages, locals and students

Which local act has gone down best with your crowd 
and why? 
Lee from Kinky Movement, he knows what to play for 
the crowd

If you could get a celebrity compere who would you 
choose and why? 
Craig Charles, he’s got good music taste

Which booze sells best at your events?  
Cocktails

Tell us a crazy story that has happened at your 
events…
We played Harleighblu’s track not knowing she was 
inside the venue

If you weren’t a promoter, what would you have 
ended up doing? 
Performing music

What other events in Nottingham do you love?  
Hubble Bubble Mod Club, Smokescreen, Gallery 
Sounds, Wigflex, Contrast

What have you got coming up in November? 
Every Saturday night we are doing our Rapture event at 
Bar Eleven

tinyurl.com/rapturenottingham

SUNDAY 8 NOV

 Nottingham Rugby VS 
Rotherham Titans 
Nottingham Rugby Club 
3pm

 Sheer Meg + Megaflora 
+ T-Shirt Weather
JT Soar 
£7, 7pm

 Tommy Saville Quartet 
The Lion at Basford
Free, 1:30pm

 Dinosaur Pile-Up 
The Bodega 
£8, 7pm

 Crobot 
The Rescue Rooms 
£10, 6:30pm

 Alexa Hawksworth 
Rye Cafe and Bar 
Free, 7pm

 Lazy Daisy’s Vintage 
Christmas Afternoon Teas 
Wollaton Park 
£15, 12pm

 Imran Yusef 
Canalhouse 
£9/£10, 6pm

 Gary Delany Work in 
Progress 
Canal House 
£5, 7:30pm

 Andy Zaltzman 
The Glee Club 
£12, 7pm

 Christmas Market 
Colwick Hall Hotel 
£2.50/£5/£13, 10am - 4pm

MONDAY 9 NOV

 Oxygen Thief 
The Bodega 
£7, 7pm

 Every Time I Die 
The Rescue Rooms 
£14, 6:30pm

 An Evening with 
Richard Dawkins: 
A Life in Science 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£15, 7:45pm

 Diversity 
Theatre Royal
£25/£35, 7:30pm

 The History of the 
Crime Film 
Broadway Cinema 
£35/£50, 7pm

 Pub Poetry 
Canalhouse bar and 
restaurant 
Free, 8pm

 Funhouse Comedy 
Gong Show 
The Maze 
£4, 7:30pm

 Book Club 
The Johnson Arms 
Free, 8pm

TUESDAY 10 NOV

 Sonic Jesus 
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
7pm - 12am

 Shell’s Belles 
Jazzsteps 
£10, 7:30pm

 Rob Green 
Malt Cross 
Free, 7pm

 DJ Format and 
Abdominal 
The Bodega 
£12.50, 7pm

 Media Gone Mental 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 6:30pm - 8pm

 Keep Networking 
The Newton Building 
Free, 8am

 Frack Free Notts
Birthday Party Social 
Fade & The Hard To Find 
Cafe 
Free, 8pm

  Matt Forde 
The Glee Club 
£10, 6:45pm

 Kerry Godliman 
Canalhouse 
£8/£10, 7pm

 Martin Davies: 
Book Covers 
Basford Library 
Free, 10:30pm

WEDNESDAY 11 NOV

 Rolo Tomassi 
The Bodega 
£5, 7pm

 The Other and Al B 
Damned 
The Old Angel 
£11, 7:30pm

 Tom Robinson 
The Rescue Rooms 
£20, 7pm

 Public Lecture: 
Professor Ronald Hutton 
on Britain’s Pagan Heritage 
The Newton Building
Free, 6pm

 What Happened to 
Andy Hughes & 
Andy Fowler? 
Cross Keys 
£4, 8pm - 9:15pm

 James Acaster 
The Glee Club 
£14, 7pm

 NCF £1 Comedy Night 
Canalhouse
£1, 8pm

 Stuart Laws & Mark 
Stephenson Double Bill 
The Maze 
£5, 8pm

 Beeston Tales 
The White Lion - Beeston 
£5 - £10, 7:30pm

THURSDAY 12 NOV

 Beat Easton + Cold 
Holding + The Blue Period
JT Soar 
£4, 8pm

 Andreyana Triana
Nottingham Arts Theatre 
£15, 7:30pm

 Ensemble 360
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£16.50, 7:30pm

 DIY Poets 
The Maze 
£3, 8pm

 The Milk 
The Bodega 
£9, 7pm

 Internet Paranoia: 
Someone on Your Case? 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 6:30pm

 Justin Moorhouse: 
Destiny Calling 
Canal House 
£12/£14, 8pm

  Rob Beckett 
The Glee Club 
£14, 6:45pm

 Hal Cruttenden: 
Straight Outta Cruttenden
Alea Casino 
£15, 8pm

 Sophie’s Throughway 
by Jules Smith
Five Leaves Bookshop
Free, 7pm

 Mud Press presents Dot 
The Eyes - Spoken Word 
Nottingham City Centre 
Free, 7pm

FRIDAY 13 NOV

 WWE Live 
Capital FM Arena 
£22.40, 7:30pm

 Rory McLeod 
The Guitar Bar, Hotel Deux 
£10, 8pm

 ShadowZone 
Ye Olde Salutation Inn 
Free, 9pm

 Shinkicker 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 Wholesome Fish + 
Buffo’s Wake + Hagg Farm 
Conspiracy + Mrs Green 
The Maze 
£7, 8pm

 Molly & Jack 
The Bodega 
£5, 7pm

 My Nu Leng and 
Newham Generals at 
FiftyOne27 
Stealth 
£14, 10pm

 Paradise Lost 
Rock City 
£16, 6:30pm

FRIDAY 13 NOV 

 Cast 
The Rescue Rooms 
£20, 6:30pm

 Whisky Stain Live 
JamCafé 
Free, 7pm

 Trzeci Wymiar 
Spanky Van Dykes 
Free, 7pm

 Hannah Sawtell 
Exhibition 
Focus Gallery 
Free, 6pm

 Star Wars Weekend 
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 12pm

 Ballast Point Tap 
Takeover - Round 2 
Brew Dog 
Free, 6pm

 Riot and Rebellion Tour 
Nottingham Castle 
£5, 11:30am

 Fright Night 
Newstead Abbey 
£15, 7:30pm

 Ghost Tour 
Wollaton Park 
£15, 7:30pm

 Max and Ivan: The End 
Canalhouse bar and 
restaurant 
£7/£9, 7:30pm

 The Noise Next Door 
on Tour 
Alea Casino 
£10.50/£12.50, 8pm

 Max and Ivan: The End 
Canalhouse 
£7/£9, 7:30pm

 Patrick Morris: The 
Fairly Premature 
Bucket-List 
Canalhouse 
£5, 8:45pm

 Tim Fitzhigham, Javier 
Jarquin, Patrick Rolink, 
Curtis Walker 
Jongleurs
£12, 6:30pm

 Andrew Lawrence 
Just The Tonic 
£10, 6:45pm

 Wifi Wars 
National Videogame Arcade 
£5, 8:30pm

 Frankie Boyle: Hurt 
Like You’ve Never Been 
Loved 
Theatre Royal 
£20, 8pm

 Michael Brunstrom: 
The Golden Age of Steam 
Vat and Fiddle 
Free, 9pm

 Sherwood Writers’ 
Group 
The Place Activity Centre 
£2, 7:30pm
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SATURDAY 14 NOV

 Panthers VS Blaze 
Capital FM Arena 
7pm

 Wrighty from Soul 
Buggin’ 
Baresca 
Free, 9pm

 Pussycat and The Dirty 
Johnsons VS The Soapgirls 
The Doghouse 
£5.50, 7:30pm

 Bloom Vol.5 presents The 
Black Delta Movement + 
The Damn Heavy 
The Lofthouse 
£3/£5, 8pm

 Roy Wood 
Christmas Special 
Nottingham Albert Hall 
£29.50, 7:30pm

 Mod Story 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 Inner Terrestrials + 
Headgames + Angry Itch 
+ Inter-City Crazy Train 
The Maze 
£10, 7pm

 Bitter Strings + 
Delamere 
The Bodega 
£5, 6:30pm

 DJ Russell Fenby 
Presents: ‘The Northern 
Soul Night’ No.3 
Rough Trade 
Free, 7pm

 The RAF in Concert 
Royal Concert Hall 
£19/£22/£25, 7:30pm

 Mas Y Mas 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 8pm

 The Infernal Sea 
The Old Angel 
£5, 8pm

 Fahran 
Rock City 
£3, 10pm

 Ebony and Ivory 
The Fox & Crown 
Free, 9pm

 Classical Oxjam 
St John the Baptist Church 
7pm

 Family Workshop: Get 
Set! with Amanda Russell 
The New Art Exchange 
Free, 2pm - 4pm

 Crafternoon: Textile 
and Concrete Brooches/
Coasters 
Debbie Bryan 
£25, 10am

 Notable Men 
and Women with 
Nottinghamshire 
Connections 
Nottingham Castle 
£2, 10am

SATURDAY 14 NOV 

 Akram Khan Company 
and Moko Dance present 
Chotto Desh 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£8.50, 3pm

 Festive Felt Stockings 
Focus Gallery 
£25, 10:30am

 Star Wars Weekend
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 12pm

 Diwali Festival of Light
Lakeside Arts Centre 
Free, 3pm

 Comedy Night 
Canal House 
£2 - £6, 6pm - 10pm

 Tim Fitzhigham, Javier 
Jarquin, Patrick Rolink, 
Curtis Walker 
Jongleurs
£15, 6:30pm

 Wreath Making 
Workshop 
Newstead Abbey 
£50, 10am

 Jon Pearson 
Ned Ludd 
8pm

SUNDAY 15 NOV

 Rachel Pennell Quartet 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 1:30pm

 Ady Suleiman 
The Bodega 
£6, 7pm

 Nordic Giants 
Nottingham Contemporary 
£15, 7pm

 Lucy Rose 
The Rescue Rooms 
£15, 7pm

 Matt Henshaw 
Rye Cafe and Bar 
Free, 7pm

 Invisible Britain
The Maze 
Free/£2, 7pm

 Dating Event 
Missoula Montana 
£20, 7:30pm - 10pm

 Learn to Knit 
Knit Knit Nottingham 
£25, 10:30am

 Lee Nelson
Nottingham Playhouse 
£21, 7:30pm

 The Craft Off! 
Malt Cross 
£4, 6pm

 Artist and Makers Fair 
Galleries of Justice 
£2/£3, 12pm

 The Media Conference 
2015 
The Albert Hall 
10am

MONDAY 16 NOV

 The Stylistics 
Nottingham Albert Hall 
£33.50, 7:30pm

 Titus Andronicus 
The Bodega 
£12, 7pm

 Concerto - A Beethoven 
Journey 
Royal Concert Hall 
£8, 11am

 Frank Turner & The 
Sleeping Souls 
Rock City 
£25, 7pm

 Prides 
The Rescue Rooms 
£11, 6:30pm

 After Hours: 
#SmallBiz100 
Debbie Bryan 
Free, 5pm

 Croft and Pearce 
Royal Concert Hall 
£8, 8pm

TUESDAY 17 NOV

 Rammel - Our Love Will 
Destroy The World 
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
£7, 7pm 

 Laura Apol 
Five Leaves Bookshop
Free, 7pm

 Greg Wilson (DJ Set) 
Rough Trade 
Free, 7pm

 Talib Kweli 
The Rescue Rooms 
£17.50, 6:30pm

 Poetry is Dead Good 
JamCafé 
Free, 7pm

 The Midland Group 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free., 6:30pm - 8:30pm

 My Sight Charity 
Firewalk 
Nottingham Castle 
Free, 5pm

 The Pitmen Painters 
The Lace Market Gallery 
£8, 7:30pm

 Meet the Ghosts of 
Nottingham Castle 
Nottingham Castle 
£15, 7:30pm

 Dr Bike 
St Ann’s Valley Centre 
Free, 11am

 Buxton ‘Meet The 
Brewer’ Night 
Kean’s Head 
Free, 7pm

 Samba 
City Arts - Nottingham 
£2, 2pm

WEDNESDAY 18 NOV

 Gregson + Collister 
Revisited by Gregson + 
Simcock UK Tour 
Chester Green 
Community Centre 
£10, 8pm

 These Your Children 
The Bodega 
£7, 7pm

 The Maccabees 
Rock City 
£23, 7pm

 We Are The Ocean 
The Rescue Rooms 
£12, 6:30pm

 Bourbon & Blues 
The Orange Tree 
Free, 7pm

 He Wore A Red Hat - A 
Festive Comedy Noir 
Shirebrook Village Hall 
£4/£6, 7pm

 Jenufa 
Theatre Royal 
£15 - £60, 7:15pm

 Thinkubator 
Challenge 2015 
The Newton Building,
Nottingham Trent 
University
Free, 12:30pm

 Art and World War 
One: An Illustrated Talk by 
Danny Wells 
Nottingham Central Library 
£2.50, 2pm

 A Talk on Farming 
and Wildlife by Andrew 
Parsons 
St Leonard’s Church 
Community Centre 
Free, 7:30pm

 Kefi Chadwick on Any 
Means Necessary 
Five Leaves Bookshop
Free, 7pm

 Ezra Furman
The Glee Club 
£10, 7pm

THURSDAY 19 NOV

 Pinski Zoo with Wojtek 
Konikiewicz 
Bonington Theatre 
£5/£10/£12, 8pm

 Robyn Hughes-Jones 
Baresca 
Free, 7pm

 Fitzwilliam String 
Quartet 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£16.50, 7:30pm

 Eureka Machines + Mr 
Shiraz
The Maze 
£8, 7:30pm

 Lonely The Brave 
The Rescue Rooms 
£10, 6:30pm

 Ambiance featuring 
Martha Bean 
JamCafé 
Free, 7pm

 Q&A with Blue Firth 
and Jennie Syson 
Syson Gallery 
Free, 6pm

 Christmas Art Fair
White Lion
Free, 6:30pm

 The Barber of Seville 
Theatre Royal
£15 - £60, 7:15pm

Free, 7pm - 9pm

 Patrick Draper 
The Admiral Rodney 
£5, 7:30pm

 Dave Gorman Gets 
Straight To The Point* 
(*The Powerpoint) 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£25, 8pm

 Polari: From Page to 
Performance 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 
Free, 2pm

FRIDAY 20 NOV

 A Charity Evening With 
Dave Berry And 
The Cruisers
The Boat Club 
£10, 7:45pm

 Manic Shine + The 
Dreaded Monkey 
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
7pm - 12am

 Special Sound Unit 
presents: Quiet Loner, Tin 
Tac, Ben Haynes 
The Guitar Bar, Hotel Deux 
£5, 8pm

 Rikki Thomas-Martinez 
Baresca 
Free, 9pm

 My Life Story 
The Rescue Rooms 
£15, 6:30pm - 10pm

 University Chamber 
Choir 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£5, 5:30pm

 Neville Staple Band 
The Maze 
£17.50, 8pm

 Guns ‘N’ Roses 
Experience UK 
The Bodega 
£10, 7pm

 Fairlight present Richy 
Ahmed and more 
Stealth 
10pm

 The Vaccines 
Capital FM Arena 
£28, 7:30pm

 LA Priest 
Nottingham Contemporary 
£9, 7pm

 Go West and 
Nik Kershaw 
Royal Concert Hall 
£27.50 - £31.50, 7:30pm

 Public Service 
Broadcasting 
Rock City 
£20, 6pm

Creative Apprenticeship Social

What happens if you put New College Nottingham and Debbie 
Bryan in a room? They come up with a cunning plan, something 
that’s never been done in Nottingham before… to get loads of 16-
24 year olds onto Creative Apprenticeships. 

The college are providing the apprenticeships and course 
structure, and Debbie has rallied together an array of businesses 
to provide the workplace element, including a Saville Row-trained 
fashion designer, heritage organisations, rural artisans, and award 
winning textile, jewellery, illustrators and ceramic designers.

Want to know more? Course you do. Pop down to the social and 
get the low down. But don’t forget, you’ll need to get in touch and 
sign up to attend via make@nottinghamcraftacademy.co.uk or 
0115 9507776. 

Creative Apprenticeship Social, Debbie Bryan, St Mary’s Gate, 
Friday 6 November, 10 – 11.30am

debbiebryan.co.uk/events



NUSIC
BOX

Your new Notts music tip sheet, as compiled 
by Nusic’s Sam Nahirny.

Want more? Check the fortnightly podcasts 
and live sessions in the Nusic website.

Kalli Ashton

Country-pop definitely isn’t the most popular genre over 
here in the UK. While there are a few people keeping 
the traditional Americana style of country alive (Ryan 
Farmer, The Most Ugly Child, etc), there’s a distinct lack 
of the Shania Twain brand of singer-songwriters. Kalli 
Ashton fills that void, and she does it with huge hooks, 
songwriting that transports you straight onto a highway 
somewhere in Tennessee, and so much charisma that 
you just want to hug her. Her debut EP, Wings, came 
out a few weeks ago, and it’s six tracks of catchy, 
country-pop bliss. And the especially important bit – it’s 
accessible. Kalli ain’t singing about stacking hay or 
whisky-fuelled pub fights; the majority of her songs are 
based on personal experiences, and because of this, her 
songs are relatable. 

facebook.com/kalliashtonmusic

Made in His Image

The figure of speech “Jack of all trades, master of none”, 
is a swipe at people who try and do too much, and end 
up never actually getting particularly skilled at anything. 
However, in Logan Dimitri’s case, (stage name: MIHI), he 
shows he ain’t no Jack as he produces, raps, and sings on 
a multitude of different hip hop stylings. Seriously – this 
guy sent us four tracks, each of which sound like they 
could be a top ten single, yet all completely different. 
One minute he’s giving Drake a run for his money with 
his laid-back sing-rap, then he’s singing the hook on 
Proply, a song that screams Caribbean beach party. 
Whether it’s party anthems or chill bedroom jams, this 
guy’s got it all nailed. And the most exciting thing? This 
is just the start of his musical venture. At twenty years 
old, I’m personally really excited to see where the next 
few years take him. Drake’s practically taken over the 
world. What’s stopping Logan? 
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FRIDAY 20 NOV 

 Sam & Ross 
The Running Horse 
Free, 7pm

 Farmyard present 
Daniel Cliffe 
JamCafé 
Free, 7pm

 Rubberdub present 
Mungos Hifi Full 
Sound System 
The Irish Centre 
£5 - £10, 11pm

 Kiss Me, Kate 
Theatre Royal
£22 - £48.50

 Nottingham Winter 
Wonderland Opens
The Old Market Square 
Free 

 Nottingham Christmas 
Lights Switch On 
The Old Market Square 
Free, 5:30pm

 Best Foot 
Forward Walk 
Victoria Embankment 
Free, 10:30am

 Henning Wehn: Eins, 
Zwei, D.I.Y 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£16.50, 8pm

 Kane Brown, Wendy 
Watson, David Longley, 
Jonny Awsum 
Jongleurs Comedy Club 
Nottingham 
£12, 7pm

 Best Of EdFringe 2015 
Just The Tonic 
£10, 6:30pm

SATURDAY 21 NOV

 Notts County VS 
Northampton 
NCFC 
3pm

 Young Kings 
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
7pm - 12am

 Deep River Revue with 
Most Ugly Child
The Guitar Bar, Hotel Deux 
Free, 8pm

 Elmo and Ossie 
Baresca 
Free, 9pm

 Smokescreen 
Soundsystem 
The Maze 
£5, 10pm

 All Tvvins 
The Bodega 
£7, 7pm

 Cause and Affect 
Stealth 
10pm

 Under the Tree 
Presents: Ryan Farmer EP 
Release show 
Rough Trade
Free, 7pm

SATURDAY 21 NOV 

 Jools Holland 
Royal Concert Hall 
£36, 7:30pm

 Christian Death 
Rock City 
£12, 7pm

 Beans on Toast 
The Rescue Rooms 
£12, 6:30pm

 INFLTRATE 
Suede Bar 
Free, 7pm

 Performance: Songs for 
the Orishas 
The New Art Exchange 
£3/£5, 7pm - 8:30pm

 Mixed Media 
Canvas Workshop 
Focus Gallery 
£35, 10:30am

 Bread and Bitter’s 
Birthday Party
Bread And Bitter 
Free, 7pm

 NCF Comedy at 
Underwood 
Underwood Villa FC 
£10, 8pm

 Pam Ann: Queen of 
the Sky 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£22 - £28, 8pm

 Kane Brown, Wendy 
Wason, David Longley
Jongleurs
£15, 6:30pm

SUNDAY 22 NOV

 Nottingham Rugby VS 
Cornish Pirates 
Nottingham Rugby Club 
3pm

 Acoustickle 
The Alley Cafe 
Free, 8:30pm

 Noize Level Critical – 
Charity Half-Dayer 
The Maze 
£5, 2pm

 Fracking Freakout 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
£3/£5, 4pm - 10pm

 Celtic Woman 10th 
Anniversary Tour 
Royal Concert Hall 
£27.50/£33.50, 7:30pm

 Paul Nose 
Rye Cafe and Bar 
Free, 7pm

 The Fantastical 
Adventures of George 
Green Exhibition 
Green’s Windmill 
Free, 10am

 Restoration Ramble 
Highfields Park 
Free, 1pm

 Big Brew Day 
The Place Activity Centre 
10:30am

MONDAY 23 NOV

 The Maze Staff Get 
Their Music On! 
The Maze 
Free, 7:30pm

 Vennart 
The Bodega 
£11, 7pm

 The Star Wars Saga 
Royal Concert Hall 
£15.50 - £36.50, 7:30pm

 Zebrahead 
The Rescue Rooms 
£12.50, 7pm

 Best Foot 
Forward Walk 
Woodthorpe Grange Park 
Free, 10:30pm

TUESDAY 24 NOV

 Notts County 
VS Barnet 
NCFC
7:45pm

 Nots, Sievehead + 
White Finger 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
£7/£8, 8pm 

 Lenin Death Mask + 
Amy Grindhouse + Pink 
Rick + Groves
JT Soar 
£4, 8pm

 Max Jury 
The Bodega 
£9, 7pm

 The Prodigy + 
Public Enemy 
Capital FM Arena 
£30.80, 7:30pm

 Clutch 
Rock City 
£18, 7pm

 Pauline Boudry + 
Renate Lorenz in Context 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free., 6:30pm - 8pm

 Mack and Mabel 
Theatre Royal 
£20 - £52.50

WEDNESDAY 25 NOV

 Terrafraid + King Of 
Cats + Edgarville + 
Van Stonholdt 
JT Soar 
£5, 8pm

 Cosmic American
The Maze 
7:30pm

 Boat to Row 
The Bodega 
£4, 7pm

 Apocalyptica 
Rock City 
£16.50, 6:30pm

 Uncle Acid and The 
Deadbeats 
The Rescue Rooms 
£12.50, 7pm

WEDNESDAY 25 NOV 

 Elisabeth Frink: The 
Presence Of Sculpture 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
Free

 More Raw Material – 
Work Inspired By Sillitoe
Five Leaves Bookshop
Free, 7pm

 Mack and Mabel 
Theatre Royal
£20 - £52.50

 Public Lecture: 
Professor Lord Hennessy 
on Writing the History of 
One’s Own Times 
The Newton Building
Free, 6pm

THURSDAY 26 NOV

 Josh Kemp 
Baresca 
Free, 7pm

 Courtney Pine and 
Zoe Rahman 
Nottingham Arts Theatre 
£15, 7pm

 Wholesome Fish 
The Hand and Heart 

 Loopers! 
The Maze 
7:30pm

 Bill Ryder-Jones 
The Bodega 
£8, 7pm

 Will Young 
Royal Concert Hall 
£35/£45, 7:30pm

 System 7 Plus Mirror 
System 
The Rescue Rooms 
£15, 6:30pm

 Kali by Emily 
Hennessey
Five Leaves Bookshop
Free, 7:30pm

 Courtney Pine + Zoe 
Rahman 
Nottingham Arts Theatre 
£15, 7pm

 Why Try To Engage 
Young People In The Arts? 
City Arts - Nottingham 
Free, 6pm

 Elisabeth Frink: The 
Presence Of Sculpture 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
Free

 Film Screening and 
Panel Discussion
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 6:30pm

 He Wore A Red Hat - A 
Festive Comedy Noir 
St. Helen’s Parish Church 
7:30pm

 Mack and Mabel 
Theatre Royal
£20 - £52.50, various times

 Beardyman 
The Glee Club 
£18, 6:45pm
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Carlton St

21 Carlton Street,
Hockley, Nottingham,
NG1 1NL
0115 950 4877 www.hartleyscoffeebar.co.uk       

HartleysCoffeeBar
HartleysCoffee

    event listings ...for more: leftlion.co.uk/listings

FRIDAY 27 NOV

 Nottingham Poetry 
Festival 
Nottingham Arts Theatre 

 Burden of the Noose, 
Megalodoom 
The Running Horse 
Free, 7:30pm

 Karim Francis 
The Guitar Bar, Hotel Deux 
£6, 8pm

 Gypsy Hill + 
Hallouminati + Ash-Mouf 
+ DJs 
The Maze 
£8, 8pm

 Flight Brigade 
The Bodega 
£7, 7pm

 Kurupt FM and 
General Levy 
Stealth 
10pm

 Prague Symphony 
Orchestra 
Royal Concert Hall 
£10 - £34.50, 7:30pm

 We Got Soul Night 
with Funkified 
Riverbank
Free, 8:30pm

 Practical Lovers
Spanky Van Dykes 
Free, 7pm

FRIDAY 27 NOV 

 Bus Stop Madonnas 
JamCafé 
Free, 7pm

 Elisabeth Frink: The 
Presence Of Sculpture 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
Free

 Finding Our Voice: 
Loudspeaker Conference 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free., 11am - 5pm

 Star Gazing 
Sherwood Pines 
£5, 7pm

 Joe Bor, Wayne Deakin, 
Tom Wrigglesworth, John 
Scott 
Jongleurs 
7pm

SATURDAY 28 NOV

 Nottingham Poetry 
Festival 
Nottingham Arts Theatre 

 Nottingham Forest VS 
Reading 
NFFC
3pm

      Big Fish Little Fish 
Family Rave 
The I Club 
Free/£7, 2pm

SATURDAY 28 NOV 

 Antics present: The 
Theory of Everything (28) 
The Warehouse 
£5, 10pm

 Toys In The Attic 
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
7pm - 12am

 Metal Militia presents 
Enormity Falls + 
Corruption Policy 
Ye Olde Salutation Inn 
Free, 9pm

 Flies On You + The Six 
Ten + New Apostles 
The Lofthouse 
Free, 7:30pm

 Nottingham University 
Choir and Philharmonia 
Nottingham Albert Hall 
£13, 7:30pm

 Rubberdub
The Maze 
£4, 9pm

 Low Steppa 
Stealth 
£5, 10pm

 The Band From 
County Hell 
Spanky Van Dykes 
10pm

 Adam Ficek (ex-
Babyshambles) + 
The Tangents
The Maze 
£5, 7:30pm

SATURDAY 28 NOV

 Snapemare Promotions 
presents Party Cannon 
The Old Angel 
£5, 7pm

 Headsticks 
Rock City 
£3, 10pm

 Ferocious Dog 
Rock City 
£15, 6pm

 Talk: Women in Music 
The New Art Exchange 
Free, 2pm - 4:30pm

 Illuminate Takes Over - 
A World to Win 
Nottingham Castle 
Free, 11am

 Crafternoon: Festive 
Wreath 
Debbie Bryan 
£30, 2pm

 Willow Wreath 
weaving workshop with 
Magi Cooper 
The Malt Cross 
Free, 10am

 Masterclass with 
Director Lyndsey Turner 
New Perspectives Theatre 
Company 
£20, 10am - 5pm

 Anti Art School 
The Glee Club 
£8, 12pm

SATURDAY 28 NOV

 He Wore A Red Hat - A 
Festive Comedy Noir 
Aslockton Village Hall 
7:30pm

 Christmas Market 
Kelham Hall 
£2.50/£5/£12.95, 10am

 Lady Bay Vintage Fair 
All Hallows Church Hall 
£1, 11am - 4pm

 Christmas in the Park 
Arnot Hill Park 
£8, 1:15pm

 Great Christmas Show 
Wollaton Park 
£2/£5, 10am

 Festive Fair 
Nottinghamshire Hospice 
50p/£1, 10am

 Christmas Fair 
Newstead Abbey 
£5, 11am

SUNDAY 29 NOV

 Nottingham Poetry 
Festival 
Nottingham Arts Theatre  

 Panthers VS Steelers 
Capital FM Arena 
4pm

 Mumford & Sons 
Capital FM Arena 
£28, 7:30pm

SUNDAY 29 NOV

 Nottingham Youth 
Orchestra
The Albert Hall 
£5 - £12.50, 7:30pm

 Telepathy 
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
7pm - 12am

 Motionless in White 
The Rescue Rooms 
6:30pm

 Elisabeth Frink: 
Gallery Tours 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
Free

 Great Christmas Show 
Wollaton Park 
£2/£5, 10am

MONDAY 30 NOV

 The Wytches 
The Bodega 
£10, 7pm

 Eton Messy presents 
Winter Tour 
Stealth 
£8, 10pm

 Traams 
Rough Trade
Free, 7pm

 The Something Sessions 
The Maze 
Free, 7:30pm



SUNDAY 15 NOVEMBER
NOTTINGHAM RESCUE ROOMS

CHARTREUSEPLUS SPECIAL GUESTS +

A  G O L D E N V O I C E  P R E S E N T A T I O N  B Y  A R R A N G E M E N T  W I T H  I T B  &  B L A C K  B O O K  M A N A G E M E N T

LUCYROSEMUSIC.COM | t@LUCYROSEMUSIC | f/LUCYROSEMUSIC
NEW ALBUM  WORK IT OUT  OUT NOW

TICKETWEB.CO.UK | SEETICKETS.COM | AXS.COM

F r om wood bur ni ng US i mpor t ed Smok er  
R I B S .  P UL L E D P OR K .  B E E F  B R I S K E T

 B B Q C HI C K E N.  J UMB O WI NGS
HUGE  A ME R I C A N B UR GE R S

MI L K S HA K E S .  C R A F T  B E E R S

www. j i ms mok ehous e. co. uk  T-  01159 241742
38 Goos egat e,  Hock l ey ,  Not t i ngham,  NG1 1F F

F i nd us  on F acebook @j i ms mok ehous e

B B Q
L OW 'N ' S L OW
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MONDAYS 
 

 Open Mic Night  
Golden Fleece 
 

 Pub Quiz  
Malt Cross 
Southbank 

 
TUESDAYS 
 

 Open Mic Night  
Filthy’s 
Pepper Rocks 
 

 Pub Quiz  
The Johnson Arms 
Sir John Borlase Warren 

 
 Craft Club  

Spanky Van Dykes 
 

 The Racing Room  
The Dragon 
 

 Phlebas  
Bar Eleven 
 
WEDNESDAYS 
 

 Open Mic Night  
JamCafe
Rescue Rooms 
The Bell Inn 
The Maze 
 

 Pub Quiz  
The Lion at Basford 
Rescue Rooms 
Golden Fleece 
Spanky Van Dykes 
The Hop Pole 

 
 

WEDNESDAYS 
 

 Open Hack Night  
Hackspace 
 

 Life Drawing 
Malt Cross 
 

Green Spirit 
Sobar 
 

 Salsa Class 
Bunkers Hill 
 

 
THURSDAYS 
 

 Open Mic Night  
The Lion at Basford 
 

 Pub Quiz  
Southbank 

 
FRIDAYS 
 

 Crate Diggin’  
Rough Trade Nottingham  
 

 Unplugged Showcase  
Bunkers Hill  
 

 Pop Confessional  
The Bodega 
 

 Champagne Fridays  
The Roundhouse  
 

 Everything’s Alright  
Rescue Rooms  
 

 I Know You Got Soul  
Spanky Van Dykes  
 
 
 

SATURDAYS 
 

 Ghost Walk  
Ye Olde Salutation Inn 
 

 Terror Tour  
Galleries of Justice 
 

 Heritage Tour  
The Malt Cross  
 

 Stiff Kittens  
The Bodega 
 

 Dancing Time  
JamCafe 
 

 Stealth VS Rescued  
Stealth and Rescue Rooms 
 

 Back to Mine  
The Market Bar  
 
SUNDAYS 
 

 Open Mic Night  
The Johnson Arms 
 

 Pub Quiz  
The Trent Navigation Inn 
 

 Capoeira Classes  

The New Art Exchange  
 

 Live Jazz  
The Bell Inn  
 

 Sax on a Sunday  
Bunkers Hill  
 

 Sunday Lunchtime Jazz  
The Lion at Basford

 Grim & Kid Exhibition 
Alley Cafe 
7pm - 11:30pm 
Wed 4 Nov - Mon 30 Nov 
 

 In Place of 
Architecture  
Bonington Gallery 
Free, 10am - 5pm 
Fri 6 Nov - Fri 11 Dec 
 

 Sex, Drugs,  
Rick ‘n’ Noel  
Bonington Theatre 
£8, 7:30pm 
Wed 11 Nov - Sat 14 Nov 
 

 The Fantsastical 
Adventures of George 
Green Exhibition  
Green’s Windmill 
Free, 10am 
Wed 25 Nov - Sun 29 Nov 
 

 Elephant Spotting  
Nottingham Jungle 
Free 
Wed 4 Nov - Wed 18 Nov 
 

 The Pitmen Painters 
by Lee Hall  
Lace Market Theatre 
£11, 7:30pm - 10:30pm 
Mon 16 Nov - Sat 21 Nov 
 

 Rockers, Soulheads 
and Lovers: Sound 
Systems Back in da Day  
New Art Exchange 
Free 
Sat 10 Oct - Sun 3 Jan 
 
 

 Synaesthesia and 
Vibrations: Crop Up 
Collective  
New Art Exchange 
Free 
Sat 14 Nov - Sun 3 Jan 
 

 Alien Encounters: 
Danai Anesiadou, Pauline 
Boudry and Renate 
Lorenz, Rana Hamadeh, 
Sun Ra / Nadia Lauro  
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free  
Sat 10 Oct - Sun 3 Jan 
 

 Circuit: Affinity 
Festival with Lady 
Leshurr, Harleighblu, 
Mimm, K.O.G and The 
Zongo Brigade, Rough 
Trade, Congi, This is 
England, The PJ DJs and 
loads more 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 10pm - 11pm 
Fri 6 Nov - Sat 7 Nov 
 

 The Study Sessions  
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 6:30pm - 8:30pm 
Thur 19 Nov - Thur 10 Dec 
 

 Beryl  
Nottingham Playhouse 
£10.50 - £26.50  
Mon 16 Nov - Wed 18 Nov 
 

 Dick Whittington  
£25.50  
Fri 27 Nov - Sat 16 Jan 
 
 

 International Postcard 
Show 2016 Call for 
Submissions  
Surface Gallery 
Sat 17 Oct - Fri 8 Jan 
 

 Brought Something 
Back: Blue Firth  
Syson Gallery 
Free, 6pm 
Fri 13 Nov - Fri 18 Dec 
 

 Nottingham Poetry 
Festival with Mouthy 
Poets, Lemn Sissay, 
Henry Normal, Atilla The 
Stockbroker, Luke Wright, 
Kev Fegan, Brian Patten, 
Jon Bitumen 
Nottingham Arts Theatre 
Fri 27 Nov - Sun 29 Nov 
 

 Be Happy  
Everywhere 
Free, 9am - 11pm 
Sun 1 Nov - Mon 30 Nov 
 

 Razz on Spyro  
Yard 
Free, 6pm - 11pm 
Thur 5 Nov - Thur 12 Nov 
 

 Learn Guitar 
Yard 
Free, 8am - 11pm 
Sun 1 Nov - Mon 30 Nov 
 

 Brew Making 
Yard 
Free, 8am - 11pm 
Sun 1 Nov - Mon 30 Nov 

EXHIBITIONS AND PLAYS AND THAT

Five Leaves Bookshop
Is Two Years Old

Still the only independent bookshop to have opened in a UK city centre this century!

POLITICAL - LITERARY - QUIRKY - COMMITTED
Thousands of books instore

History and landscape, politics, fiction and poetry, lesbian and gay, counterculture, psychology, weird and 
wonderful, international writing, sound studies, magazines and journals.

Weekly events in the bookshop
www.fiveleavesbookshop.co.uk

14a Long Row, Nottingham, NG1 2DH
Almost opposite the Tourist Information Centre, one minute from the Old Market Square / Left Lion

Facebook: /FiveLeavesBookshop
Twitter:  @FiveLeavesBooks

Tel: 0115 837 3097
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Byron's Letters and 
Journals: A New Selection
Ed. Richard Lansdown
£25 (OUP)

You can’t beat a bit of Byron. 
Our own local, crazed 
Lord packed so much into 
his short life it’s amazing 
he actually got round to 
writing anything, let alone 
letters. But write he did, and 
prolifically. Which is ace for 
us, as this collection ably 
demonstrates what a complex 
character he was beyond the usual madness, badness 
and dangerous to know-ness. From his needy, lonely 
childhood to his eventual death in Greece, the collection 
is finely introduced and annotated. Not just for the Byron 
scholars among us either; the casual reader will easily 
snout up truffles of delight in here: a detailed report on 
witnessing a battle between a rampant elephant; the 
City of Venice and, ultimately, a cannonball, is one such 
gem that the lad from Newstead brings to life so well. 
Matt Turpin

ukcatalogue.oup.com
 

Soppy
Philippa Rice
£10.99 (Square Peg)

After several wonderful books 
created in collage, Philippa 
Rice has released this;  a 
collection of vignettes about 
love drawn entirely in black 
and red. The cliché romantic 
moments in a relationship 
are spurned entirely for the 
tiny, vital shared experiences 
that happen every day. 
Contemplating cakes in a window display, negotiating 
who makes the tea and who orders the pizza, snuggling 
on the sofa and asking the all-important question at the 
heart of any meaningful relationship, “If I got zombied, 
would you shoot me?” Based on her relationship with 
another fine artist, Luke Pearson, Rice has created a silly, 
sentimental and utterly beguiling portrait of a couple 
in love. The art is charm itself, and the book is full of 
moments that will make you “Aw” out loud, as if you’d 
seen a kitten chasing dandelion fluff. Soppy is possibly 
the single most adorable thing I have ever seen. But 
sadly, the last time we can review Rice’s work as she’s 
boggered off to Bristol. Robin Lewis

randomhouse.co.uk
 

The A-Z of Curious 
Nottinghamshire
Frank Earp
£12.99 (History Press) 

Frank Earp has spent the last 
forty years uncovering various 
oddities and eccentric behaviour 
in Nottingham. This kind of book 
has been done plenty of times 
before, such as Polly Howat’s 
Tales of Old Nottinghamshire. But 
Earp always digs a little deeper, 
offering contextual and historical 
information to accompany his quirky and entertaining 
tales. We discover that the earliest recorded name for 
Nottingham was Tigguacobauc, that a girl called Kitty 
Hudson once lived off a diet of pins, and a 1970s boozer 
in Beeston had a very unique punter called Ben - a real 
bear who supped at the bar. Hoffmeister, eat yer heart 
out. From UFO sightings to biblical sandstone carvings 
hidden in caves, there’s plenty of charm to keep you 
turning the page. But the biggest mystery is how the 
Topper is still going, the paper in which many of these 
entertaining tales were first published. James Walker  

thehistorypress.co.uk
 

Our featured poem is by Victoria Williams and contains her first impressions 
of Nottingham on arrival from the Caribbean. We’re glad you stayed, duck.

Shock and Disbelief to the System - 1960s

When I descended from the plane I saw houses like
Factories, smoke billowing from roof tops,
Basement leading to backyard, cold and bare
Houses lived in by both rich and poor
With signs: no blacks, no dogs, no Irish.
Unbelievable, how could this be?
 
I lived in winding stairs attics
Leading to silent graveyard places
With cobwebs like hanging baskets of flowers.
Toilets stayed in backyards
Where washing became stiff as buckram,
As cold air penetrated like daggers to the heart.

Dinner is chips on the streets out of newspaper,
Breakfast when milkman left
Unwrapped bread on doorsteps
And dogs and cats
Like children with ice lollies
Descended on them like swarms of bees.
 
The cold wet weather,
With ice congregating on houses like birds
Perching on trees mocking sunny islands thoughts,
     Make life difficult, with lonely, dreary days
,                             

Nights dark as pitch, fog thick as clotted cream,
Paraffin heaters smelling like cow dung
Open floodgates to cold and bronchitis.
Memories of miner’s boots echoing along cobbled roads
As they walked briskly in the cold half-lit dawn
Going down, down, down
Into the belly of the ground
To collect the black diamond, coal,
A must have commodity
To deliver to rich and poor alike.
 
My motto:
Get a job, work hard, save money
And return home in five years.
Fifty years on and still here
Looking for a pin in a haystack.
I am here to stay, I am here to stay,
After all the shock and disbelief to the system.

illustration: Natalie Owen



Congi
Nine Sessions
Album (Mimm)

I find my eyebrows furrowed with the 
pain of falling in love. This ridiculous 
EP opens with The Escapade, a cloud 
of smoke that swallows you up like 
a duvet with delicate precision – it is 
nothing short of stunning, a standout 
track for me. As we course through 
the beautiful, antique vocals of The 
Pursuit & The Shadow, we enter into 
the late Nujabes’ territory, with hip hop 
flowing through veins, but with more 
roundness, glitchiness and authority. 
Crazy interesting samples aside, this 
is a trip-hoppy, atmospheric sound, 
but it would be blasphemous to call 
it background music. Nine Sessions 
grabs you tenderly by the neck and mutters dark secrets, through gritted teeth, in your ear. 
Part of a collaborative package, inclusive of Ink Soup’s graphic novel, we get the distinct 
notion of the story’s naughty, creeping criminality with tracks like Hard Boiled and Black & 
White, while romantic road trips with the window down seep through in Eva’s Song. The 
idea is to read the graphic novel alongside the music, with every three pages reflecting 
a track. There are so many textures and tones to be found in the album that it’d be easy 
to assume confused, disjointed chaos. But no. It’s gloriously beat tape-esque, with genre 
conversations and all the spaciousness of meditative dubstep to boot. Unearth it, turn all 
the lights off, slot it into your brain crevices. It’s emotional. Bridie Squires

mimmmusic.bandcamp.com/album/congi-nine-sessions

Bakes
Drink Me EP
EP (Self-released)
 
Bakes, aka Tom Bacon, delivers a spellbinding EP of authentic, 
homage-like hip hop, taking inspiration from a cross-section 
of influences ranging from the kung fu-oriented Wu-Tang to 
the Shutdown generation of grime enthusiasts. Each track 
of the five-song mixtape delves into distinctive genres of 
music that have obviously had a lasting impression on the 
young producer/emcee. Salute is reminiscent of Eminem circa 
The Slim Shady LP, packed with punchy hooks and testing wordplay, while Koto draws 
comparisons to the unparalleled storytelling techniques of the legendary Ghostface Killah, 
creating a collage of imagery so mature it’s hard to believe this guy is only eighteen years 
old. Jam Pie is pure grime in every sense of the word; dirty, murky flow combined with 
references to everything from 0.8g draws to Nicklas Bendtner. The title track closes in 
exquisite jazzy fashion. A relaxed, soothing number full of originality, imagination and 
spirit. Jack Garofalo
 

bakesartist.bandcamp.com

Harleighblu
Futurespective EP 2
EP (Tru Thoughts)
 
You won’t hear anything like this anywhere this side of 
the next millennia. Collaborating with the likes of drum n 
bass duo SpectraSoul, LA producer Captain Supernova and 
Bugz in the Attic’s Daz-I-Kue, aka Audio Sparks, Harleighblu 
has smashed right back into the music scene with a bunch 
of futuristic tuneage that thrusts techno beats and jazz 
flavourings straight up in your grill. There’re only three 
unique songs, but seven tracks altogether including the 
instrumental versions and a cappella setups. This might appear a little indulgent, but 
once you catch wind of Real Good feat Spectrasoul (Acapella), Ms ‘Blu’s massive vocals will 
pound your tabs with the glory of a throng o’ jazz angels. Forget feat Captain Supernova 
is the standout track and definition of futuristic jazz with Star Trek-esque glitches and a 
vocal flow reminiscent of the late, great Amy Winehouse. She’s not one to be compared, 
though. Our Harleighblu is a talent, and a law, unto herself. Lucy Manning
 

harleighblu.bandcamp.com
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Fickle Twin / White Finger
Fickle Twin / White Finger Split
Cassette (Vetala Productions)
 
What happens when you ask 
a punk band from Nottingham 
and a punk band from Derby to 
collaborate on a split tape? Well, 
pretty much exactly what you’d 
expect: human sacrifice, dogs and 
cats living together, mass hysteria. 
They might come from opposite 
ends of the Brian Clough Way, but there’s a definite shared love 
of shouting and buzzsaw guitars to be found here. I’d hesitate 
to describe White Finger as subtle, given that Slow Patty revels 
in a refrain of “fuck you and your fast food”, but it’s all relative: 
Fickle Twin open up their half of the tape with the decidedly 
earthy and defiant declaration, “I eat shit, I love shit”. There’s 
a song here called Clean Living, but let’s not beat around the 
bush: this is the sound of the messy end of a very drunken night 
out. We’ve all had them, whichever way your taxi is travelling 
up the A52. Tim Sorrell
 

whitefinger.bandcamp.com

Leftback Records
Leftback Vol 1
Album (Leftback Records)
 
As I hit play I am immediately 
drenched in atmospheric tension; 
moody raindrops and tinkling 
piano notes tug me gently by the 
sleeve, inviting me to go forth 
with them wherever this musical 
journey might take us – and a 
journey it is. This mix is so seamless you may not even notice 
when the tracks change. Listen closely enough, though, and 
you might hear the early garage influences emerging from 
beneath some of the heavy, industrial-sounding techno. What 
Leftback is showing is a distinctive style that is easy to get 
lost in: pattering hi-hats, crunchy basslines and warped vocal 
samples all gelled together with darkly euphoric synths. They 
are proving themselves a force to be reckoned with. Vol 1 is set 
to be the first of a new regular feature from the label that will be 
used to showcase the current sound and to promote artists and 
new releases. Ruby Butcher
 

soundcloud.com/leftbackrecords

Lorna
London’s Leaving Me
Album (Words of Music)
 
It’s hard to think of many bands 
that are five albums in and can still 
knock out tunes of such class and 
distinction. London’s Leaving Me is 
jam-packed with solid songwriting 
along the lines of, say, Belle and 
Sebastian or The Go-Betweens. 
This has it all – warm organs, gently caressed boy/girl vocals, 
picked, bright guitars, orchestral flourishes, a Guided by Voices 
cover. Essentially, if you are a fan of Indie Tracks festival, then 
there is something here for you. There’s a definite autumnal 
feeling to it all; this is the soundtrack to the leaves turning 
brown and wearing your favourite winter coat as you face the 
cold, dark evenings. The dreamy Bigger Than Sound (and Bigger 
Than Us) sticks out as a high point, but if you are looking for a 
record that gives you that warm and fuzzy feeling as the nights 
start to draw in, then this is for you. Paul Klotschkow
 

lornatheband.com

Juneau
Into The Mouth Of The Wolf
EP (Self-released)
 
On their debut release, this duo 
prove that they’re songwriters 
worth keeping an eye out for. Over 
six tracks, Layla Remeikis (guitar) 
and bandmate Shauna Stapleton 
(vocals), deliver a well-written and 
emotive collection of songs that 
have a sense of defiance to them 
despite their relative introspection. You can’t blame a bunch 
of seventeen-year-olds for being a touch moody from time to 
time, can you? Fortunately, we can forgive them for all of the 
naval gazing because Juneau’s obvious conviction to what 
they are doing lifts the songs out of the emo-y mire. The simple 
production – many of the songs just feature electric guitar and 
vocals – enhances all the feels and, at various points, their 
delivery is reminiscent of acts such as Waxahatchee, Belly, and 
The Sundays. Although you feel it could do with a bit more grit, 
Juneau show a lot of promise and this EP deserves some of your 
time. Paul Klotschkow
 

juneaujuneau.bandcamp.com

Molly & Jack
Many a Moon
EP (The Acoustic Roots Label)
 
After an electrifying performance 
at Nottingham Contemporary 
recently to welcome it to the world, 
the debut EP from Nottingham’s 
favourite musical couple sees their 
twinkling acoustic sound blossom 
into something even more opulent. 
On Many a Moon, Molly & Jack 
enhance their ever-enchanting take on traditional folk music 
with impressive baroque pop instrumentation – the duo’s tightly 
woven harmonies come adorned with gorgeous, fluttering 
strings and are backed by a lively jazz-inspired rhythm section. 
At the core, though, is the intrinsic chemistry of Molly & Jack 
themselves – from the opening call of Bella the Brave through to 
the record’s graceful swansong To The Stars, the pair radiate 
the most authentic kind of heart that’s impossible to resist. 
Having successfully allured Nottingham audiences for a while 
now, their studio unveiling is so lovingly composed that you 
won’t fail to be charmed once more. Andrew Harrison
 

soundcloud.com/mollyandjackmusic

Practical Lovers
Agony
Album (I’m Not From London 
Records)

The exciting electro-pop sounds 
that come from this male duo have 
been captured and laid down 
in this extremely listenable and 
catchy collection of songs that is 
their debut album. Their innovative 
and creative way of making music 
breathes life into the genre, making them a must listen to band. 
The low, monotonic vocals of Jack Wiles add to the growing 
intensity alongside the eighties-inspired electro beats, heard 
in tracks such as Put it Bluntly and Nobody There. However, 
tracks Never Again and The Work Around show the versatility 
of this band, with varied instrumentation added into the 
mix. Despite the dark lyrical undertones and its title, there is 
an underlying sense of fun to Agony, meaning it holds up to 
repeated listens. There may only be two guys in this band, but 
they managed to create a fuller-than-full-sounding album of 
layered songs. Hannah Parker
 

thepracticallovers.bandcamp.com
 
 

These Your Children - Fires
You may remember them as Noah, 
but they’re going under a new 
moniker and this heartfelt, folky 
ditty ahead of the release of their 
debut EP.

Sleaford Mods - No One’s Bothered 
(Live on Later…With Jools Holland)
Revisit the Notts duo sticking it to 
the establishment while making a 

load of miserable 
bedwetters
 on Twitter 
hot under 
the collar 
with this 
fierce take 
on the Key 
Markets cut. 

April Towers - Modern Psyche
Big shiny electro pop as the band 
continue to gain momentum and 
head out on their first UK tour 
this month.

Kriptik - Rocky Road
The Notts rapper shows off his 
strong lyrical flow with a track that 
we kind of wish was about the ice 
cream. And is that Skegness beach 
in the video?

Cici Lara - Honey
There’s a bit of a retro r’n’b (if we can 
call the early noughties retro) feel to 
this laid-back cut from one 
of the freshest vocalists on the 
Notts block.
 

Joseph Knight - Keep Your Head Up
Another seaside-based video, but 
we can’t work out where this one is. 
Perhaps the British Seaside Board (if 
there is such a thing) should start 
employing our musicians for promo 
work. They clearly like it there.

Kalli Ashton - Journey of Life
Swooning country-pop from this 
young artist who has already found 
herself on the airwaves, courtesy of 
the BBC.

Killjoy - Gyalist Riddim
Wubs and wobbles ahoy on this 
dirty, funky and grimy ode to the 
womenfolk of Hood Town. 

bedwetters
 on Twitter 
hot under 
the collar 
with this 
fierce take 
on the 

Visit the shop to play vintage 
and contemporary guitars in

our practice studio



Adam’s Restaurant
We’re adamant it’s good

Yamas
Bit of this, bit of that

Eviva Taverna
Eviva Forever 

Within the sandy brick walls of the grade II-listed Thomas Adams 
college building is a delightful culinary surprise. The Adams 
Restaurant and Brasserie serves up very affordable contemporary 
cuisine, cooked, prepared and served by the college students 
themselves. 

I had the pleasure of sampling their brand new Christmas menu, 
which is three courses for £21.95 for dinner, or £15.95 for lunch. 
Before the dishes started rolling out, we were presented with an 
amuse-bouche of rich and creamy parsnip, fennel and shallot soup, 
which came served in an espresso mug and handed to me by a white-
gloved waiter.

For starters, I had a pear and stilton tart, served on a bed of 
watercress and balsamic reduction. The thick pastry and pear base 
meant it was almost dessert-like, but the top layer of stilton gave 
it a salty twist. My friend had the warm, crispy duck salad with 
clementine and walnut dressing, also a surprisingly sweet starter, but 
well thought out. 

I was apprehensive – as a vegetarian in a meat eaters’ world, it can be 
hard to come across a genuinely delicious and creative dish. But the 
main ended up being the highlight of the meal – a butternut squash, 
spinach, sage and ricotta wellington, served on a bed of green beans, 
toasted pine nuts and covered in a rich tomato compote. The textures 
and flavours blended brilliantly. I could have eaten it twice. 

The meaty main my friend tried was a little less inventive, but 
of equal quality. Slabs of moist roast turkey served with all the 
trimmings; crispy yet fluffy roasties, root veg and sprouts, with bacon 
wrapped chipolata and thyme jus. 

Although pretty stuffed by this point, it was time for dessert. We 
were shown two options – first, a warm and gooey traditional 
Christmas pudding smothered in brandy sauce, stuffed with fruit 
and packing a punch. Second, a dark chocolate tart with amaretto 
Anglaise; a firm biscuity base and melting centre. We fought for the 
last bite. 

We were waited on professionally throughout, and the extent to 
which the utensils had been polished made it clear we were in an 
establishment of high standards. You could easily forget you were in a 
college building – until you visit the toilets. 

Don’t let the lack of signage put you off, this place is a hidden gem 
and proves that sometimes it’s worth looking a little harder for a good 
value, high quality dining experience. Ruby Butcher

Stoney St, Lace Market, NG1 1NG. 0115 910 4510

tinyurl.com/adamsrestaurant

As a long-standing Greek meze and tapas restaurant situated on 
Thurland Street, this quaint and stylish tid-bit kitchen is ideal for 
generous nibbling plates between friends and couples. Comfortable 
seating and a warm decor settle you in for the evening, and once our 
table was adorned with an array of fish, meat and vegetables, there 
was no concern for the tight gap between tables.

We didn’t waste any time ordering our feast, made up of: halloumi 
and lounza (£5.95), kalamari (£6.95), monkfish wrapped in pancetta 
(£7.95), chicken kapama (£5.85), lamb tagine (£5.95), aubergines and 
zucchini (£5.20), falafel (£4.95), with a side of Greek flat bread (£2.35). 

We ordered our courses to arrive together, which worked out well as 
we were left to taste and talk. Separating your courses is an option, 
but given the style of the restaurant, I would suggest doing as we did.

The lamb tagine was cooked beautifully. The meat was tender and 
the sauce was layered with chunks of apricot and raisins. The gravy 
doubled up as the perfect dipping sauce for the freshly baked, still 
warm flat bread. Certainly a dish I’d recommend.

A favourite of mine was most definitely the lightly battered 
aubergines and zucchini. Dusted ever-so-softly in a crispy flour 
batter, the soft freshness of the vegetables complemented the 
coating and was a proper winner. My dining partner championed the 

monkfish wrapped in pancetta, noting its juicy centre and strong, 
salty flavouring.

We rounded off the meal with a classic tapas dish of fresh churros 
with nutty chocolate dipping sauce and an espresso coffee each. 
Despite being completely full, we managed to fit in a whole portion 
between us. Traditionally, churros can be the sickliest element of any 
dessert menu, with their deep fried doughnut recipe and their sweet 
dipping sauce, but I found Yamas’s recipe to be well-balanced, with 
light, crispy textures and flavours just right.

There was a large group of friends and family that came in during our 
meal. They were welcomed and escorted to the second floor where 
there is room for large, special occasion bookings. A nice surprise to a 
seemingly small restaurant.

Overall, the food was divine, the portions were healthy and the 
wine topped it off. As a lover of garlic mayonnaise, I feel like the 
consistency of the aioli could have been thicker but, if the aioli is my 
only moan, then they’re doing something right. Nicola Carmonez

5 Thurland Street, NG1 3DR. 0115 950 1000.

yamas.co.uk

If hidden gems are rife in Nottingham, they are rifest in the Lace 
Market. Open since 1973 on Victoria Street, and now tucked away 
on Barker Gate, Eviva Taverna offers up a unique, Greek-Cypriot 
experience. Walking down the stairs with bare-bricked walls, it was 
easy to get excited. The place gives an immediate feel of someone’s 
home – and a place like that is always going to have amazing food.

It’s spacious, but maintains an intimate feel. Landing your 
subconscious somewhere you can feel the sun warming the walls 
from the outside – where the wine is good. It’s easy to forget you’re in 
the middle of Nottingham. We went for the King’s Mezze (£22 each), 
because we are kings, but also because it is the most beautiful-
sounding thing. Eight courses of absolute indulgence, brought with 
impeccable timing, allowing our bellies to breathe… ish.

First up was a traditional Greek salad with pittas and dips – chunky 
hummus, moreish taramasalata, tzatziki, pitta breads and gorgeous 
mixed pickles. The size of the starter made eyes pop, and with the 
creamy feta and salty olive combo, and the tangy pickled pepper 
kicker, there was no chance of being polite. Forks were in, in full force.

Next up were the keftedes (juicy, crumbling Greek meatballs), dolmas 
(herby, rich minced meat and rice wrapped in vine leaves) along 
with green beans, egg and tomato. Then it was time for halloumi 
and lountza ham – both with that crispy, grilled edge, with seriously 
smoky, salty goodness in the centres.

The fish platter was next, with king prawns, mussels and calamari. 
The king prawns were the best, with the mussels a close second 
– both a rich taste of the sea. We could practically hear the waves 
crashing. Or maybe that was the wine...

We were getting full up by this point, but when a perfect slab of 
creamy, meaty moussaka landed, it was wolfed down. Same with the 
perfectly cooked grill platter of lamb, pork and chicken with notably 
tasty rice, and stifado that defied the laws of physics by fitting in 
our bellies.

To finish, a selection of fresh fruit was just what we needed to make 
us feel better about gaining ten stone over the course of three hours. 
Yes, three hours. A comfortably lengthy evening I’ll have a difficult 
time forgetting. Even as we left, owner Nick was teaching a few 
regulars his Greek dancing moves. 

The place is a rare treasure trove that lands somewhere between your 
gran’s kitchen and Shirley Valentine’s table overlooking the sea. I 
can’t wait to go back. Bridie Squires

Barker Gate, Lace Market, NG1 1JU. 0115 958 0243

eviva-taverna.co.uk
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Sat Bains
Michelin Man

 The Rye in Beeston
Check the Rye, y’all

Rocket at Saltwater
Worth their salt
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Nestled under electricity pylons and ever so slightly to the left of the 
A52 overpass, sits Sat Bains – Nottingham's only Michelin-starred 
restaurant. It looks like a cosy country getaway, and as soon as you’re 
inside, you’re quietly pampered and spoiled rotten by its famous 
chef. We were celebrating, and opted for the ten-course tasting menu 
(£95 each).

The smiling and immaculately courteous staff led us to the tranquil 
patio, and recommended we start with an aperitif of chilled sake, a 
delightful tickle of green apple fizz. After necking that, we were led 
inside to salivate over the menu, colour-coded to signify the character 
of each course: salt, sweet, sour, bitter and umami.

After an amuse-bouche of chilled lovage soup, we were into the first 
course – scallop and pork belly cubes drizzled with piccalilli jus. The 
pork was delicious, and so tender it dissolved in the mouth. While 
describing every course would take too long, special mention should 
be made of the incredible kohlrabi tagliatelle with pesto made right 
at the table, and the main course of partridge, pot roasted in a nest 
of rosemary, pine and heather, accompanied by a wafer-thin bacon 
rasher, bread sauce, thyme jus and the smallest beetroot in the world.

By this point, our trust in the kitchen was so complete they were 
lucky if we left the pattern on the plate. Other courses saw Exmoor 

caviar, crab satay, oyster mushrooms and the most extravagantly 
arranged carrot I have ever seen briefly rest on our plates before 
being shovelled into our eager maws.

Around now, a waiter, knowing a couple of gluttons when he saw 
them, casually inquired whether Sir and Madam would care for an 
extra cheese course? Sir and Madam would (£8 each), and the chunk 
of Baron Bigod on a ciabatta crouton and the slice of Beauvale Bleu on 
a toasted wrap of dried fruit barely touched the sides. Three courses 
of excellent dessert then followed, the pick of which was a miniature 
cone of wheat grain ice cream, covering a welcome surprise layer of 
cherry beer jelly at the bottom.

The intimate ambience of the place – and the high price – mean it’s 
somewhere for special occasions, but if you have £200 lying around 
and an anniversary coming up, you could do far, far worse than 
chuck it the way of Sat Bains. You leave replete, your belly absolutely 
satisfied. This was a three-hour meal that simultaneously made love 
to our tastebuds and kicked our wallet in the goolies. Robin Lewis

Lenton Lane, NG7 2SA. 0115 986 6566

restaurantsatbains.com

As the jet introduced travellers to exotic places like Majorca and 
Benidorm, a new tram line now means it’s just a short hop to the 
equally sunny climes of Clifton and Beeston, with its wealth of great 
pubs and cafes.

One new arrival to the scene is Rye, a classy cafe and bar offering 
coffees, cocktails, craft beer, and lots of lovely snap. The menu is 
pleasingly small, and we opted for a couple of ‘bar snacks’ to begin. 
These went a bit further than scampi fries and dry roasted, though – 
my generous whitebait, dusted with paprika and served with mayo 
and lime (£5), and warm honey chorizo with bread to mop up the 
sweet sausage-y juices (£4.50), could easily be shared over a couple of 
beers, or even do as a light bite.

Rye’s main menu is a nice mix of traditional British pub fare, done 
with a contemporary twist – brisket and ale pie (£9), beer battered 
cod (£11) etc – but I went for something a little lighter – or so I 
thought. Salmon marinated in orange and bourbon (£11) was done to 
perfection, and came on a huge heap of homemade potato salad with 
capers, and a watercress garnish. 

My companion opted for the house cheeseburger (£9) with fries and 
coleslaw. In a time when every pub offers some form of gussied up 
meat sandwich, this was a revelation Juicy beef flecked with fresh 
thyme leaves made for a perfect patty, accompanied by a burger’s 

best buds: cheese, fried onions, pickles and zingy club sauce, all 
cradled in sweet, soft brioche. Burger brilliance.

Proud men, we weren’t going to be beaten by two courses, but 
needed a sweet pick-me-up. A boozy affogato (£5) and two spoons 
seemed sensible – vanilla ice cream, complemented by shots of 
Baileys and espresso (a heady house blend from Notts roasters 200 
Degrees) to pour over. 

Luckily, Rye is the kind of chilled out establishment where you can 
loll back in a Chesterfield-style booth to digest. We were done, helped 
along in no small part by the impressive draught and bottled beer 
menu (Harvest Pale, Shippos, Founders and Flying Dog among them), 
including Camden Hells craft lager (£4.60) and the beautifully floral 
Adnams Mosaic pale ale (£4).  

With beer tastings, midweek deals and live acoustic music, I’ll be 
heading back to Rye soon. Beestonians may have had a torrid time 
of it with tram works, but hopefully this gem is some recompense. 
Shariff Ibrahim

66 High Road, Beeston NG9 2LF. 0115 967 7779

ryecafebar.co.uk

I’ve been in Saltwater for Mimm’s infamous rooftop parties and 
suchlike activities, but these occasions have consisted of fresh gin 
and tonics in the open air, overlooking the city like some kind of 
Nottingham god. And while that’s lovely, Rocket – the posh restaurant 
within the Cornerhouse bar – have currently got something to offer 
with all the class of the usual experience, but with a sprinkling of 
Christmas party hats and stuffed tummies.

Proseccos all round, with the consensus being that it’s not that early 
to be getting in the festive mood. There were four starters to choose 
from. While all were amazing, it was the white crab, grapefruit 
and chilli rillette that did it for me – really interesting flavours, 
presented beautifully. And, predictably, the balsamic-adorned grilled 
goat’s cheese with caramelised red onions, and delicious apple and 
cranberry chutney was a level-pegger.

For mains, there’s a wide range – all traditional Christmas food, some 
with adventurous twists, some done simply and very well. Standout 
dishes were the pan-roasted turkey escalope wrapped in prosciutto, 
and the festive nut roast. Yes, the nut roast. And this is coming from 
a diner who likens her meat consumption to a smack addiction. 
With all kinds of buttery nuts, sun-dried tomatoes, and a thick, tasty 
vegetable jus inside, it was a gorgeous surprise.

Identity crises aside, the turkey wrapped in prosciutto was 
unbelievable, with forks coming into the plate from all angles, and a 
blinding cranberry madeira jus that could have easily been quaffed on 
its own. There’s definitely something to be said for the marinated soy 
and ginger salmon fillet too – cooked to perfection with a twinge of 
honey to lace the kick of the other flavours.

The cheese board is always a firm favourite for me when it comes 
to pud, especially when inclusive of Saint Agur, brie and smoked 
Applewood cheddar. Oh, Applewood. I can taste the smoke now. 
But it would be sacrilege to not go in on the sweets – vanilla and 
honey cheesecake with winter berry coulis seized its trophy, while 
limoncello panna cotta with black cherry sauce came a close second.

At £24.95 for three courses, you can stand to treat yourself to some 
luxury this festive season without having to remortgage the yard. 
And with such attention to detail and innovation, you’ll not be 
disappointed. You can even unwind on that balcony afterwards, 
without having to worry about the cold – they’ve got outdoor heaters 
and blankets. Sorted. Bridie Squires

Burton St, NG1 4DB. 0115 924 2664

rocketrestaurants.co.uk

Restaurants get booked up well quick around this season, so we’ve 
been trawling the city for the best snap on offer, and scribbling 
about their delectable wares so you can impress your boss with 
party suggestions. Shortly after you’ve got your tongue out of their 
crevice, you can wrap it round something tasty from one of these 
fine establishments.



 Strelley  

Dot to Dot is a Nottingham music festival...

Who turned 35 this year...

At which, in 2014, The Pizza Underground were booed off stage…

Their frontman is the former child star, Macaulay Culkin...

The number 35 bus will take you to…
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Sign up to receive weekly updates at 
leftlion.co.uk/newsletter

Pork Farms

Swine: Silent

Tours: Harrowing

White Post Farm

Entry fee: Your Soul

Speciality: Pies

Smell: Delicious

Entry fee: ‘Bout a tenner

Speciality: Goats and that

Smell: Awful

Tours: Delightful

Scorpio (24 Oct – 22 Nov)
Although it's been useful having the 
guidance of your parents all these years, it's 
time to start thinking about turning them in 
for the reward money.

Sagittarius (23 Nov – 22 Dec)
They say it's for your own good, but it's hard 
to see why having this much Deep Heat 
rubbed into your genitals could possibly be a 
good idea.

Capricorn (Dec 23 – Jan 19)
They say that all's fair in love and war, but 
the use of mustard gas and commercial-
grade pepper spray might be a step too far.

Aquarius (20 Jan – 19 Feb)
After years of suffering from psychosexual 
nightmares, this week you will finally meet 
the man of your dreams.

Pisces (20 Feb – 20 Mar)
The dentist claims it's only a routine checkup, 
but as soon as you’re in the chair the theme 
music of your nemesis begins to play from 
across the room.

Aries (21 Mar – 20 Apr)
Lady Luck has been knocking on your door 
this week, and it's time you opened it and 
told her to stop making such a bloody racket.

Taurus (21 Apr – 21 May)
The ghost of Peter Butterworth will come to 
you in a dream, forcing you to Google who 
Peter Butterworth is.

Gemini (22 May – 22 June)
Animals have always liked you, mainly 
because you are fat, slow and will be easy to 
separate from the rest of the herd when the 
time comes.
 
Cancer (23 June – 23 July)
Although it's sometimes good to think so 
literally, for God’s sake please stop coming 
up with new ways to skin cats.
 
Leo (24 July – 23 Aug)
Fire and water are both strong in your sign 
this month, so it might be a good idea to take 
some time off from your job on the offshore 
oil rig.

Virgo (24 Aug – 23 Sept)
The events of next week will catch you 
utterly off guard, making you wish once 
again that there was some way to predict 
the future.
 
Libra (24 Sept – 23 Oct)
A romantic relationship isn't making 
progress. Instead of beating your head 
against a brick wall, use theirs instead.

Swine: Oinking
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Instruments Retailer

   WHAT WE SELL

◊ Guitars
◊ Bass Guitars
◊ Amplifiers
◊ Pedals

◊ Accessories

  WHAT WE OFFER
◊ After sales care
◊ Experienced staff

◊ Music lessons given by MLC - academy
◊ Friendly atmosphere

◊ Trade in / Part exchange welcome

BLACK FRIDAY

20% - 70% discount20% - 70% discount

0115 974 4864

+

Opening times:
Friday: 9.30 / 21.00

Saturday: 9.30 / 21.00
Sunday: 10.00 / 16.00
Monday: 9.30 / 21.00

43 Abbey Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham. NG2 5NG 



   

Find out how our our undergraduate degree courses
can help you to launch a successful creative career.
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LAUNCH YOUR      
CREATIVE CAREER 
WITH AN      
ART AND DESIGN 
DEGREE 

Courses available in:
•   Animation, Graphic Design and Photography

•   Costume, Theatre, Film and Television Design

•   Fashion, Textiles and Knitwear Design

•   Fashion Management, Marketing and Communication

•   Fine and Decorative Arts

•   Film, Television and Events Production

•   Music and Games Technology

Visit us:
Come and visit us at one of our undergraduate open days. 

•   Saturday 14 November, 10 am – 3.30 pm

•   Wednesday 9 December, 11 am – 4.30 pm

Book your place by visiting www.ntu.ac.uk/creative-career

BUR0795/10/2015

#NTU   art
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