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Leaving the City every Friday and Saturday 
night, as well as New Year’s Eve!

Easyrider, Uni Cards, Grouprider
and All Day Tickets valid!

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Christmas and New Year Holiday Buses 2015/2016

• Normal service until 23rd December

• Christmas Eve – Saturday service until approx. 20:00 except 
on Citylink 1 and 2 which are normal weekday times until 
approx. 19:00

• Christmas Day – No Service

• 26th December – Special Service between 6am and 6pm 
running the following routes: 6, 10, 17, 27, 28, 36, 39, 41, 43, 
44, 45, 48, 58, 68/9, 77, 89, W4

• 27th December – Normal Sunday service

• 28th December – Saturday service*

• 29th December – Saturday service* except on 
Citylink 1 and 2 which are normal weekday times

• 30th December – Saturday service* except on Citylink 1 and 2 
which are normal weekday times

• New Year’s Eve – Saturday service until approx. 20:00, with some 
additional later evening journeys on the 6, 17, 27, 28, 36, 45, 48, 
58, 68/9, 77 and 89 and “N” buses through the night until 3.15am. 
Citylink 1 and 2 are normal weekday times until approx. 19:00

• New Year’s Day – No Service

• Normal service resumes from 2 January 2016
* No NightBus, except N4

  

  

  

  

  

  

Grab a bargain with our special 
Boxing Day timetable running on 
26th December. 

We’re also running early morning 
buses to help workers get into 
the City Centre, with first buses 
arriving from 6:30AM.

There’s no premium prices on our 
Boxing Day buses – our normal 
ticket range and prices will be 
available all day. 

Our special Boxing Day Timetable 
will run on the following routes:

For full times, visit www.nctx.co.uk/boxingday

Green 6, 10

Brown 17

Lilac 27

Pink 28

Orange 36

Blue 39, 41

Red 43, 44

Sky Blue 45

Navy 48

Lime 58

Yellow 68, 69

Turquoise 77

Purple 89

W4
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14 Ayup Duck14 Ayup Duck14
We’ve gone all out, with our   

 Notts version of The Night   
 Before Christmas

  contents
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creditsLeftLion Magazine Issue 74
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LeftLion magazine has an estimated readership of 40,000 and is distributed to over 350 venues across the city of Nottingham. If your 
venue isn’t one of them, or you’d like to advertise, contact Ash on 0115 9240476, email ash@leftlion.co.uk or visit leftlion.co.uk/rates

Mark Itingstand

You may have already 
laid eyes on our freshest 
team member as he’s 
been hanging out in prime 
locations across the city, 
including Bonington (NTU), 
Broadway Cinema, New 
Art Exchange, Nottingham 
Playhouse, Rough Trade 
and Savoy Cinema. He’s 
been dishing out mags at 
a phenomenal rate to you 
lovely people, so we’ve 
increased our print run by 
20% to 12,000 copies to 
keep up with Mark’s 
excellent work. 

BioCity are currently 
working to clone him 
further, so expect to see 
more of him in the not-too-
distant future. If you run a 
business and want to reach our audience, call Ash on 
0115 924 0476 or email sales@leftlion.co.uk.

leftlion.co.uk/stockists
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 A magical chat with Dynamo  
 ahead of his Notts show
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 Our girl has just been signed to  
 Columbia Records, so we caught  
 up for a natter
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 The ladies behind Fan Club tell  
 us why women rock

21 My First Grow
 Cannabis Grow Kits for Kids? 
 You what?

23 Hood Dreams
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24 Lacey Up
 Yazmin Lacey not only has the  
 voice of an angel, she’s the   
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 Actor/director Jonny Owen on  
 Forest epic I Believe in Miracles

30 Samuel Morley
 Bleddy hell, this guy was just too  
 good to be true. But true he was
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 ever exist
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 So do summat with it duck

47 Noshingham
 With The Barrel Drop, The   
 Pudding Pantry and the   
 Christmas Market

48 Music Reviews
 Bleddy hell. Hark at all these   
 bangin’ Notts albums 

50 Write Lion
 A collection of book reviews on  
 steroids. Have a read... 

52 End Page
 With Horrorscopes, Art Hole, and  
 a letter to Santa...

It’s almost a miracle that this 
magazine ever got made – we 
couldn’t find any of our emails in the 
landslide of Black Friday ones. Talk 
about a national identity crisis. We’ll 
be setting off fireworks in July next 
year at this rate. All we can hope 
is that you didn’t spaff too much 
money up the wall on rammel you’ve 
absolutely no need for in some fit 
of media and corporation-induced 
mania.

So, the almost-miracle Christmas 
and New Year edition is here – two 
days of the year it’s not weird to 
celebrate. Ayup Duck has got right 
in the spirit and given us his take 
on the classic poem The Night 
Before Christmas, and we laid our 
hands on some prophecies from 
Nostradamus’s lesser-known English 
cousin, Nottstradamus. If we’ve 
interpreted his predictions right, it’s 
all going off in Notts next year.

That’s quite enough festive joy for 
now, Notts is still giving it to us hard 
in many other ways. We’ve asked 
Greg Lonsdale what the hell he 
was thinking when he created his 
Cannabis Grow Kits for Kids, and 

Jonny Owen about his documentary 
on Cloughie’s now legendary first 
seasons at Nottingham Forest. 

And we couldn’t be prouder of our 
musicians this month. Not only has 
Georgie been signed to Columbia, 
but four local acts – Yazmin Lacey, 
Congi, Snowy and Three Body Trio 
– have been selected to be Future 
Bubblers. Not sure what the heck 
that is? Check out Page 7 as well as 
the interview with our Yaz. 

A big thanks to Backlit who have 
given us our new historical hero – 
Samuel Morley. A seriously top guy. 
We’ve been so inspired by his story 
that we just had to write about it.

Well, that’s your lot for two months. 
We hope you don’t miss us too much. 
Have a good one and remember 
what Christmas is really all about – 
eating all the good chocolates before 
anyone else gets a look in. 

Ali Emm
ali@leftlion.co.uk

28 Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus Nottstradamus
Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  Where lies the fate of our city?  

 Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions Find out in these here predictions

17 Public Speakers
The lowdown on Rockers,   

 Soulheads and Lovers:   
 Sound Systems Back in da Day

Editor
Ali Emm (ali@leftlion.co.uk)

Editor-in-chief
Jared Wilson (jared@leftlion.co.uk)

Honey, He’s Home!
Alan Gilby (alan@leftlion.co.uk)

Marketing and Sales Manager
Ash Dilks (ash@leftlion.co.uk)

Designers
Raphael Achache (raphael@leftlion.co.uk)
Natalie Owen (natalie@leftlion.co.uk)

Sub Editors
Shariff Ibrahim
Dom Henry

Art Editor
Mark Patterson (mark.p@leftlion.co.uk)

Community Editor
Penny Reeve (penny@leftlion.co.uk)

Literature Editor
James Walker (books@leftlion.co.uk)

Deputy Literature Editor
Robin Lewis (robin@leftlion.co.uk)

Music Editor
Paul Klotschkow (paulk@leftlion.co.uk)

Photography Editor
Dave Parry (dave@leftlion.co.uk)

Poetry Editor
Aly Stoneman (poetry@leftlion.co.uk)

Screen Editor
Harry Wilding (harry@leftlion.co.uk)

Sport Editor
Scott Oliver (scott@leftlion.co.uk)

Stage Editor
Hazel Ward (hazel@leftlion.co.uk)

Editorial Assistants
Lucy Manning (lucy@leftlion.co.uk)
Bridie Squires (bridie@leftlion.co.uk)

Marketing and Sales Assistants
Nicola Stapleford (nicola@leftlion.co.uk)
Pin Bains (pin@leftlion.co.uk)

Cover 
Christopher Paul 
Bradshaw

Contributors
Sue Barsby 
Samuel Boyle
Wayne Burrows
Ruby Butcher
Jack Croxall
Fan Club
F Dashwood
Lady M
Joe Earp
George Ellis
Jelena Ellison
Christy Fearn
Jack Garofalo
Sam Nahirny
Hannah Parker
Adrian Reynolds
Jane Runner
Tim Sorrell
Matt Turpin 
Bea Udeh
Fan Club
Nottslit.blogspot

Photographers
David Banner
Ciaran Brown      
Jonas Cox
Steve Fisher
Christopher Frost
Paul Mason-Smith
Laura Patterson
Emma Richardson
Andrew Timms
Stephanie Webb                                                        

Illustrators
Ian Carrington
Christine Dilks
Mike Driver
Julie Gough
Rikki Marr

/leftlion

@leftlion

@leftlionmagazine



words: Joe Earp
illustration: Mike Driver

6   leftlion.co.uk/issue74

We delve a little deeper into the history of our city’s streets to give 
you the tales they’d never have taught you at school…

words: Wayne Burrows

ADVERTISING SECTIONED

Huntingdon Street

In the eighteenth century, Nottingham was a 
picturesque, quiet little town. So attractive, in 
fact, that during Daniel Defoe’s visit in 1725, he 
was so struck by its beauty, he penned that Notts 
was “one of the most pleasant and beautiful 
towns in England”. But it was also in this time, on 
9 November 1765, that the tragic and sad death of 
twelve-year-old Isaac Beardsley occurred. He was 
son to the innkeepers of the Half Moon, Thomas 
and Elizabeth Beardsley, which was located on 
Carter Gate on the outskirts of the town. His 
parents could not have expected what would 
happen to Isaac that cold, November day. 
 
Isaac was riding home from his father’s farm, 
located near the St Ann’s Well. At that time, St 
Ann’s Well was a popular beauty spot, much 
enjoyed by the people of Nottingham. Isaac had 
reached the outskirts of the town, near to Barker 
Gate, when the incident happened. Contemporary 
maps of the time show the bottom of Barker Gate 
to be on the edge of the countryside, lined 
with elegant Georgian houses and beautiful 
town gardens.
 
As Isaac arrived at a gate leading into a open field, 
he started to have trouble with his horse and had 
difficulty closing the gate. His efforts were being 
watched by a man named Joseph Spurr, also 
on horseback in the same field as Isaac. As the 
little boy struggled, Spurr aggressively shouted 
at him to close the gate immediately. Isaac 
became alarmed – perhaps frightened by Spurr’s 
aggressive behaviour – and quickly rode away, 
leaving the gate wide open. Spurr rode off 

after the boy and both ended up in an area, now 
Huntingdon Street, which at the time was close to 
the River Beck, now a culverted stream.

Isaac’s body was later found and it appeared he 
had been beaten to death. Several people saw 
the incident, which was later described to a 
local constable. Altogether, nineteen witnesses 
attended the inquest over the boy’s death and 
Joseph Spurr was found guilty of manslaughter. 

Isaac Beardsley was buried in St Mary’s 
churchyard in the Lace Market. His tragic tale 
was recorded on his tombstone by the request of 
his grieving parents. The inscription read:

“In memory of Isaac Beardsley the son of Thomas 
& Eliz: Beardsley who Departed this life the 9th 
day of November 1765: in ye 12th Year of his Age.
Stop Passenger to Ponder on this stone,
And think how soon this cruel Deed was done;
A wicked Wretch Pursu’d my Life to Slay,
Because to shut a Gate I would not stay:
So he pursu’d till me he over took,
Just by a Gap on th’ Margin of a Brook
And fear’d it is he firmly did intend
To my short Life to put a final end.”

The headstone was recorded in 1907 by Alfred 
Stapleton, but unfortunately, can no longer be 
found in the churchyard.

For more on Nottingham history, check out the 
Nottingham Hidden History website. 

nottinghamhiddenhistoryteam.wordpress.com

 

A Merry Christmas from Minsons! (c.1964)

Curtains, it might be argued, don't really make 
for the most exciting presents around. True, 
there might be the odd Wizard of Oz type out 
there who'd be genuinely delighted to open a 
package under his Christmas tree and find a 
fresh set of window coverings ready to hang 
and hide behind, but my guess is that he'd be in 
something of a minority.

So it's likely that the Christmas greetings 
offered here by Minsons, 'Nottingham's Leading 
Curtain Specialists', no less, are pitched more 
as a goodwill gesture for all the custom they've 
received during the year than a specific plea for 
their shop to be considered as the place to buy 
all your family and friends' presents from.

After all, I can only imagine the picture little 
Henry or Henrietta's face would make when 
opening a big shiny box, hoping to find a robot 
dinosaur and a Frozen songbook inside, but 

pulling out a length or two of floral fabric, cut to
match the conservatory carpet instead. Let's 
just say: I seriously doubt it'd be one for the 
happiest of family albums.

To be fair, even Minsons' own advert suggests 
waiting till the new year to make more curtain 
purchases behind their rather beautiful, mid-
century designed shop windows, but for those of 
us approaching the end of 2015 that won't 
be possible.

Sadly, the elegant typography of Minsons' 
illuminated signs has long since disappeared 
from Nottingham's urban landscape. Which is 
curious, to say the least, as any store installing 
them right now would probably be about two 
years ahead of current trends in retail design.

leftlion.co.uk/adsectioned

Local adverts ripped from the pages of history…







 



 





 




 










WHAT NOTTS
Find out what’s been going off around and about the city over the past month...

FLATTENING HOPE
We bend over backwards to accommodate 
the floods of freshers that descend upon our 
city each year. Our bars offer ‘em two-for-one 
Jägerbombs, and they repay us by taking a 
wazz upside the Theatre Royal. Now, we’re 
knocking down The Salvation Army hostel 
in Sneinton that’s used to house our city’s 
homeless. In favour of more student flats. 
Why don’t we just bulldoze the council 
house, build ‘em a castle and be done 
with it?

BARKING MAD
We’ve bleedin’ well heard it all now. 
This year, a cosy little grotto is opening 
in Sherwood for dog lovers to get their 
pampered pooches right in the festive spirit. 
You what? The mutt can’t tell the difference 
between his own tail and a chew toy, 
lerralone what day it is. Still, all donations 
raised go to the Jerry Green Dog Rescue 
in Blidworth, so we guess it’s not all 
woofin’ bonkers.

BRITAIN’S WORST
While Nottingham Sea Cadets were 
selling poppies for Remembrance Day, two 
members of that wonderful, inclusive, open-
minded organisation Britain First asked for 
a photo with them without mentioning who 
they were. They later posted it to Facebook, 
declaring that they were ‘protecting the 
poppy’, and NSC have come out and said 
they don’t want owt to do with them. Keep 
yer bullshit assumptions to yourself, and 
don’t involve our sea-lovin’ kiddos. Cheeky 
feckin’ boggers.

FREE HUGS
At a time when tensions are high and 
ignorance is rife, one lad has taken it upon 
himself to spread a little love in the streets 
of Nottingham. In a move that kicked 
negative stereotypes of Muslims to the kerb, 
Yusuf Pirot blindfolded himself and gave out 
free hugs with signs reading “I am a Muslim, 
not a terrorist,” and “I trust you. Do you 
trust me?” Well done, lad. 

SKINT OFF YOUR TEETH
Apparently, the tooth fairy is bein’ well 
stingy with our sprogs when their tegs 
drop out. While the going rate for a kiddy 
tooth across the rest of the country averages 
out at about £2.10, Notts’ small humans 
are receiving a measly £1.26 for their 
dismembered body parts. Count yersens 
lucky. When we lost a tooth we got a box of 
raisins and a clip round the ear for gerrin’ 
blood on the settee.

TAKE CHARGE
Some bloke got on the train from London 
and asked an unsuspecting passenger if 
he could charge his phone off their laptop. 
Seems innocent enough, but the cheeky 
plankter tried to rob the bleeding thing 
when he got off in Long Eaton. Nice one, you 
mug. Just when humanity starts to redeem 
itself, this total end of the bell toddles along. 
He left empty handed though, din’t he. 
Hopefully he feels daft as a brush after that 
colossally cackbrained manoeuvre.

POUND FOR POUND
A Mansfield woman blackmailed her 
married lover into giving her £7,000 after her 
photographer papped them bumping uglies 
behind a tree. Classeh. After the bloke made 
two payments of £3,500 into her account, the 
sneaky lady got banged up and is now being 
forced to pay compensation. A peppercorn 
sum of a quid. Yep, the broke mother fudger 
is spent up after splashing her depraved 
dosh on gawd knows what. Face. Palm.

DON’T JUST KEEP SWIMMING
The poor dears at a Mansfield leisure centre 
were evacuated after a suspected gas leak 
early in November. The sorry sods had to 
leave immediately, in nowt but their bathers 
and space blankets. The street looked like 
Christmas dinner with all that turkey skin 
wrapped up in foil. National Grid turned up 
and sorted it out by the afternoon, but the 
freezing front crawlers had already bobbed 
off. That’s one morning that could have gone 
more swimmingly. Not sorry.

Bloke 1: Have you got Sky?Bloke 2: No, it's shit.
Bloke 1: Why's that then?Bloke 2: I didn't pay my bill and the fuckers cut me off.

“He's got his socks everywhere, the bastard.”

"Mum, can you come and get me? I'm at Goose Fair 
and I've just been sick all over myself."

“We should go to France. I've heard they've got cheese and shit.”

Lad 1: Are you a fed?
Lad 2: He’s a fed!
Bloke: That’s an American thing.
Lad 1: Only a fed would know that.
Bloke: You would have to be pretty dumb not to 
know that.
Lad 2: Why are you speaking funny?
Bloke: I’m northern.
Lad 1: All northerners are feds!

Person 1: It's raining.

Person 2: You can't have 

fireworks outside in the rain!

Person 3: Will you be moving the 

bonfire indoors?

“I haven’t got an arse, you haven’t got an arse, you 

know what I mean?”

“£4.90 a pint and they're going straight through me.”

“There's two girls outside, one looks 

like Santa and the other looks like a 

snowman.”

"So... I ended up tonguing my gay best friend."

“Does the risotto come with rice?”

“Can you get left-handed spoons?" "You can't just 'pick the green bits off' man, it’s fucking pork." 

"Yo, what's up with the bread 

aisle? It's crumpetsed to fuck and 

the missus wants muffins."

Man: Why don’t you want a reindeer burger?Lady: Because it’s sad.

Lady 1: Hasn't it been mild?Lady 2: Yes. You should see the size of my clematis.

Four Nottingham-based musical acts are among the nine chosen as part of a nationwide hunt 
for untapped talent.

Future Bubblers is a project conceived 
by the legendary DJ Gilles Peterson’s 
Brownswood Music organisation, and 
born out of the awareness that a specific 
sound – the more leftfield, genreless, 
innovative stuff – was incredibly under-
represented in the sector of music funding 
and industry education.
 
The successful Nottingham acts are: 
electronic production duo Congi; grime 
wordsmith Snowy; gifted songwriter 
Yazmin Lacey; and the free-jazz-meets-
electro sound of Three Body Trio.
 

Shortlisted from almost 300 submissions, 
the lucky boggers will get a year of 
mentoring and talent development 
programmed by Brownswood Music. This 
means the ‘Bubblers’ will now receive 
professional and creative support via a 
bespoke mentoring programme, giving 
them music industry insights, tools and the 
self-confidence to achieve their individual 
artistic ambitions.

To support Brownswood Music, Help 
Musicians UK is offering a £10k bursary 
fund, to be divided among the Bubblers and 
invested in developing their careers. The 
Bubblers will work with their mentor and 

the Brownswood team to put together a 
tailored proposal for financial support. The 
grants will enable the artists to take their 
creative work forward and build their profile, 
for example by covering promotional costs, 
studio time or collaborations with 
live musicians.

Big up to everyone who got through. But 
especially our lot. Wink wink.
 
Applications to become a Future Bubbler 
will be reopening early 2016. Head to the 
Future Bubblers website and sign up to the 
mailing list.

futurebubblers.com

Notts’ most opinionated green grocers on...

Syria
No. We’re with the Labour man on this one. The fact of 
the matter is, if the pilots have to eject they face an awful 
death. More importantly, it’s nothing to do with us. The 
Americans have been bombing everywhere for years and 
look where it’s got them.

The Tram
It goes past the third floor of the QMC! Whose idea 
was that? When you come out of the operating theatre 
in a docile condition and that thirty-tonne thing goes 
rumbling past, the shock will probably finish you off. 

Derby Road
They’ve reduced one of the main roads in and out of the 
city from three lanes to two and created one gigantic 
traffic jam right down to the bottom of Maid Marian Way. 
It’s gridlock every night. What’s the point of doubling 
the size of pavements that nobody walks on? The powers 
that be should be made accountable. And shot.

Christmas
It doesn’t matter what religion you are, Abraham was the 
father of the lot of them. So let’s have a new beginning for 
all the people of the world and celebrate the birth of the 
Lord. We also sell Christmas trees in the shop…
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"It's almost like they're in 3D... when they are in 3D." - 

Student talking about fireworks 



Think your snaps would look right at 
home nestled on these here pages? 

Don’t be shy, get sending them in to 
photography@leftlion.co.uk

Don’t forget: hi-res, name and website.

Stare Off
Looks like he’s gonna be robin ya.

David Banner
flickr: davevennor

Stag in Mist at Wollaton Park
Oh deer.

Emma Richardson
emmarphotography.co.uk



Trent Building
A unique tower.

Christopher Frost
beestonblog.blogspot.co.uk

Night at the Theatre
Turn on your red light.

Ciaran Brown
flickr: C-Brown



words: Jared Wilson
photos: Andrew Timms

Master of illusion, Gold Star member of 
the Magic Circle, dog lover and James 
Bond fanatic. Ladies and gentlemen, 
meet Steven Frayne, aka Dynamo...

What's an average day in the life of Dynamo?
When I’m not performing, I spend a lot of time with my 
dog, Bessie. She’s the one who wakes me up each day for 
her morning walk. She’s a big German Shepherd, like a big 
teddy bear. After the shows, I’ll end the day going for a 
walk with her. I was trying to incorporate her into the show 
somehow, but unfortunately her agent – my wife – drives 
too much of a hard bargain.

So where is home for you at the minute?
I’m based in London. My family still live in Bradford and 
my wife’s family live in Birmingham. So I spend most of my 
time driving between Bradford, Birmingham and London.

I hear you like driving fast cars too...
I like going to track days to race, but while on tour, our 
insurance guys won’t let me drive at all. I’ve got to wait 
until it’s over before I can get back to stunt practice. If I 
wasn’t a magician, I’d like to be a stunt driver. Like James 
Bond. That would be a dream come true.
 
You’d make a great Bond villain with all your magic...
Yeah, but I’d rather be a great James Bond. Why not? I look 
alright in a suit and I’ve got all the skills and gadgets to 
catch the bad guys. I’d rather be the good guy.
 

 [Michael Jackson] 
incorporated a lot of magic into 
his performances and they were 
electrifying. When I created my 
show, I thought about how he 
would do it.
Tell us about the tour. It must be your most ambitious 
project to date...
By far. When we first put it out we were only doing ten 
shows, but demand exploded and there are now 100 in 
total in the UK and Ireland. I’ve done a third of those, so 
I’m taking it in my stride and I’ve really enjoyed meeting 
the different audiences. Before this, I’d never really been 
on stage and only done close-up street magic, so it’s a 
whole new world. I feel my tricks have been made stronger 
because of what I’ve learned on stage.
 
What other magicians and illusionists inspire you?
David Copperfield is obviously one of the greatest that has 
ever lived. Also, David Berglas, a British magician from 

back in the day when there were only three channels on 
a black and white TV. He was getting 20m viewers every 
episode, which is bigger than the X Factor now – and he 
was actually in a few early James Bond films too. Obviously, 
Derren Brown is a phenomenal performer too. Having done 
my own live tour I have even more respect for him now, I 
can understand how much work goes into what he does. 
Then there’s David Blaine who pioneered street magic 
in America and got it back on television. I wouldn’t have 
had the opportunity to showcase my magic if these people 
hadn’t opened the doors.

The great Paul Daniels is playing Nottingham in 
February. Got any questions you'd like us to ask him?
What does he consider to be his greatest magical moment 
in his long, outstanding career? He’s one of the best 
magicians we’ve ever had in this country. People haven’t 
given him enough credit, probably because they saw so 
much of him after the magic. He did a lot of chat shows 
and became a personality rather than just a magician. 
They don’t remember the amazing tricks he did, but he is 
still one of the best. In my eyes, he’s the godfather of 
British magic.
 
Do you have any inspirations from outside of the magic 
industry?
Yeah, there are loads. I’m doing arenas and venues that big 
musicians are doing so I don’t really feel like I’m competing 
with magicians anymore. People could go and see Taylor 
Swift, Peter Kay or Kanye West instead. I watch a lot of 
performances and Kanye at Glastonbury was awesome. 
He was brave and took it in a different direction to what 
most acts there would have done. It didn’t go down well 
with everybody, but I thought it was brilliant. One of the 
biggest all-time inspirations for me is Michael Jackson. He 
incorporated a lot of magic into his performances and they 
were electrifying. When I created my show, I thought about 
how he would do it.
 
Do you ever get scared that people might actually start 
to think you are a god?
At the end of the day, I create a form of entertainment and 
hopefully it brings smiles to people's faces. If I can inspire 
people then that’s an amazing thing, but I’m just one man 
on stage who loves magic. I’m making my dreams a reality 
and I’m just thankful for all the support people give me.

Is it hard to balance a personal life being as famous as 
you are? Do you get hassled when you go out?
I wouldn’t say ‘hassled’ because that sounds negative. I 
get a lot of attention and people always want to see me do 
some magic. Obviously, sometimes it’s more appropriate 
than others. It’s not ideal when I’m halfway through eating 
my dinner in a restaurant and someone asks me to perform, 
when all I want to do is make a burger disappear.

I’ve always loved movies. My first ever job was working in 
in Wyke Video Centre in Bradford, so I’ve loved them from 
a young age. I get a lot of my inspiration from film; I’ll see a 
special effect and want to recreate that feeling live. There’s 
a trick in my new show which is heavily inspired by The 
Matrix. I’ve learned to lean back at a crazy angle like Neo 
did in the film. I do that live on stage every night without 
the use of wires or special effects. The greatest thing about 
going to the cinema is, although I might be asked for a 
few photos before I get to my seat, once the movie starts, 
everyone is quiet and we all get lost in the movie.

What was the last thing that made you laugh?
Bessie, about half an hour ago. We went for a walk and the 
weather was really bad, it was completely pouring it down. 
So when we got back to the suite my wife was drying her 
while I was drying myself. She put a towel around her, 
which looked like a sarong and Bessie was walking around 
the room looking like she was on a spa day. It’s all about 
those little personal moments.

You’ve just won the Gold Star from the Magic Circle, an 
honour held by only 300 magicians worldwide. How do 
you feel about that?
That and the David Berglas award are the two highest 
honours I could ever hope to receive. I was overwhelmed by 
it. It goes back to what we said earlier – for me to receive an 
award that David Copperfield and Derren Brown have both 
won is amazing. Personally, I think I’ve got my work cut out 
for me before I can really class myself among that group.

One of those other 300 magicians with the Gold Star is 
HRH Prince of Wales. Is that an honourary position or 
does he have any tricks?
He actually does know some magic; I’ve seen him do a few 
bits and bobs. I’ve met him a few times as my first company 
actually started out with a loan from the Prince's Trust. 
Whenever I see him at his house parties, he always greets 
me in the same way, “Hi Dynamo, how’s tricks?”

Dynamo, Seeing Is Believing, Nottingham Arena, Wednesday 
3 – Sunday 6 December 2015.

dynamomagician.com
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Where were your early gigs?
They were in Mansfield at an open mic on a Thursday night 
at the Railway Inn. I failed my history exam because of that. 
They wanted me to play another set and I was like, “I’ve 
got a history exam, but you know what? I’m going to play 
it.” Obviously I was tired in the morning – I had to retake 
the exam. After I played there a lot, I started to play in 
Nottingham at the JamCafé open mic, then I got offers to 
play gigs. The Maze was my first proper gig. It’s a special 
little place.
 
How did you go about getting those gigs when you didn’t 
have any profile?
It was literally word of mouth and I’d played a few nights at 
JamCafe. I was still under eighteen so I wasn’t allowed in a 
lot of places and a lot of promoters would have to sneak me 
in. Parisa from Acoustickle was the first person to book me 
at The Maze, and she introduced me to people like Adam 
Pickering from Sounddhism and Tommy from Farmyard. They 
all supported me and had me on board at their gigs. LeftLion 
as well. Those kind of gigs happened fast. I’m really grateful. 
Everyone is so supportive [in Nottingham]: other artists will 
tell the promoters about you, a promoter will tell another 
promoter about you, and everyone is up for listening to 
new things.
 
When was the moment you went from playing open mics 
to wanting to take it a bit more seriously?
Probably when I just started college, around sixteen years 
old. I’m twenty now. I’ve gigged hard around Nottingham, 

180 to 200 gigs. I was sixteen when I really started gigging, 
like half-hour sets and stuff. When you start doing your own 
gigs, you realise that you need to have half-an-hour’s worth 
of your own stuff, so you write more. Then you want to have 
different songs for different sets.
 
The songs you’ve written so far have a kind of seventies 
West Coast feel to them – Fleetwood Mac, Crosby, Stills & 
Nash, that sort of thing. What draws you to that particular 
sound and era?
I think being brought up with it around people like 
my mum and meeting people like Jason [Hart, manager] 
who love it as well. It was one of those things where as 
soon as I had my ears on it, I fell in love with it. It just 
inspired me so much. The way they work, the music they 
make, what they sing about. People like Stevie Nicks, Carole 
King, Chrissie Hynde, Patti Smith, they’re all really cool, 
influential women. You struggle to find women like that 
today, so you sometimes have to search a little bit further 
back to find them.

How does songwriting work for you? Do you pick up a 
guitar with a particular thing in mind that you want to 
write about or do you just see what comes to you?
I’m always fiddling about and making shapes on the guitar, 
most of the time I don’t know what chords I’m playing as 
long as it sounds okay. Then I will get a melody over that. I 
think subconsciously the lyrics are always there; it’s perhaps 
stuff that’s been on my mind for four years that will then 
come out in a song.
 
Do you find it easier to express yourself through songs?
Definitely. It’s a natural songwriter thing. It’s probably the 
only way. I don’t know what I would be doing right now if it 
wasn’t for music. I don’t even want to think about it.

Would you ever write lyrics before you 
started to write songs? Did you ever 
keep a diary or anything like that?
No, not really to be honest. I’ve always 
loved poetry, reading, and films, but 
I’ve never kept a diary. I used to 
play a lot of football when I was 

little instead.
 

Where did you play?
Up front. I played for local sides. I really enjoyed it. I played 
for the town team, moved away for a little bit and played for 
that town’s team, then I got a trial at Derby County, which 
I shouldn’t say being from Nottingham. We’ll keep that one 
under the carpet. But by the time I’d done that, I found out 
that I loved music.
 
So you could have had a career in football?
It certainly was going to go that way, but I found the guitar 
and fell in love with that and forgot about the football. I still 
love it, though.
 
What was your best season as a footballer?
I played a season where I scored 139 goals...
 
When did you find out that Columbia were interested in 
signing you?
We signed the deal about six weeks ago. It would have 
been a few months before that. It was one of those surreal 
things because I was with my mum when Jason rang 
me. We were out for lunch and she was, like, “Get some 
champagne!” “Mum, it’s not been signed yet...” I went 
down to London to Sony to sign the contract with Jason 
and my mum. It was special.
 
What’s the idea behind the Following The 20 Mile
Road Tour?
I have a song called 20 Mile Road and it’s one of my early 
songs that I still play. I played it at a lot of my early gigs 
including Broadway, JamCafe, The Maze and The Bodega. 
It’s about the twenty-mile journey between Mansfield and 
Nottingham that I obviously take quite a lot, and I wrote 
the song on the bus, on the Pronto. That’s where the whole 
tour idea came from; wanting to do it along that road where 
everything started.
 
Your manager Jason Hart also manages Jake Bugg. How 
did you first meet?
It was here [at Broadway]. I played a gig right in that corner 
for the photographer David Baird. I was introduced and we 
started working together. Whenever I had a new song we 
would get it down. We just kept working together for a long 
time, two years, then things are where they are now. He’s 
great, I wouldn’t be signed to Columbia if I wasn’t working 
for Jason. He’s just so passionate about music and the 
enthusiasm is for the music above anything else.
 
Do you feel fortunate coming through at a time when a lot 
of Nottingham artists are breaking through nationally?
It’s great to be part of it really, more than anything. I’ve 
played a lot and I know a lot of the artists – they’re all 
amazing. You can go to a gig on any night of the week and 
you are going to come across great music. To be able to 
break through is really special and – not that Nottingham 
needs any help – I’ll help in any way that I can. It’s nice to 
be recognised outside of Nottingham. There are loads of 
talented musicians here that deserve the recognition. I’ve 
been an artist gigging three times a night wondering if it 
will ever happen for me. It’s frustrating sometimes, but you 
have to keep at it.
 
Georgie plays Rock City on Friday 4 December and The Maze 
on Thursday 10 December.
 

facebook.com/georgiehq
soundcloud.com/georgiehq

In August, when Georgie announced via Facebook that she’d just put ink 
to paper on a deal with Columbia Records, the Mansfield-based singer-
songwriter became the latest Notts musical export to sign to a major label. 
And they don’t come much more major than the home of AC/DC, Beyonce 
and Bruce Springsteen. With a release due at the end of the year, plus gigs 
at The Maze and Rock City, we thought a natter was well overdue...

interview: Paul Klotschkow
photo: Laura Patterson

They wanted me to play 
another set and I was like, 
“I’ve got a history exam, but 
you know what? I’m going 
to play it.” Obviously I was 
tired in the morning – I had 
to retake the exam. 
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We took a tour around the New Art Exchange to hear the latest sounds emitted from the 
multi-dimensional exhibition, Rockers, Soulheads and Lovers: Sound Systems Back in da Day...
Curated by artist and dramatist, Michael McMillan, the Sound 
System Back in da Day exhibition attempts to use the elements as 
a communication tool. Wooden speakers and vinyl record decks; a 
breezy ride back in time across Nottingham's musical landscape; fiery, 
yet honest conversations and the fluidity of local people, history and 
art as a visual continuum.

On entering the main gallery, the bass sounds of interviews play 
out, which feature some of the finest contributors to Nottingham's 
musical soundscape. Stories that spell out the reach and reason for 
the different phases of sound systems are told by the likes of Lady 
V-Rocket, Daddy Crucial, Top Notch and more. Hand-crafted speaker 
boxes punctuate the gallery at intervals, as would be a familiar sight 
at a concert or nightclub. Imagining how the vibrations from one's 
headphones match the sounds which emanate from speaker boxes 
which, at 6ft high and over, contain woofers, tweeters and cones, 
would be underplaying the power. As the multimedia elements in the 
space fill the senses, you can imagine your feet want to move to the 
invisible rhythm. 

Next door to the main space is an ante-room, furnished quite cleverly 
with memorabilia following the theme of sound system 'culcha' to 

a tee. Three of the four walls are adorned with seventies-inspired 
vintage wallpaper, upon which are photos of families, get-togethers 
and portraiture, as well as a diverse selection of record sleeves. Look 
closer and you will notice that this intriguing living room is full of 
treasures donated mainly by local people. Some of the furniture 
is displayed so that you can almost pour yourself a drink at the 
sideboard or play a little vinyl. A yellow and black map fills the fourth 
wall and provides an opportunity to get involved, and map your own 
experience and location of sound systems, or dance and blues venues.

Whether you were an original rocker, soulhead, into lovers, or indeed 
interested in any genre of music, this exhibition achieves – with 
conviction – its goal of bringing the history of a movement. The 
movement of soundwaves ordered, quite deliberately, to connect with 
the bass spirit of people in a universal dance.

Rockers, Soulheads and Lovers: Sound Systems Back in the Day; 
In Fine Stlye: The Dancehall Art of Wilfred Limonious; and 
Synaesthesia and Vibrations, New Art Exchange, all exhibitions run 
until Sunday 3 January 2016.

nae.org.uk
 

words: Bea Udeh
photos: Jonas Cox
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Expect to see:

zines, posters, djs, bands, guest 

speakers, illustrations, books, art 

& writing from talented women! 

All of this will be complemented by 

a heavily girl-influenced soundtrack; 

A A genre-clashing mix of music with 

one rule: GIRLS RULE.

               
               

 is Nottingham's

newest celebration of women in

arts & music. 

FREE 

ENTRY

           
      7:00 - Late 

First Saturday of every month 

Rough Trade, Broad Street, 

Nottingham.

Facebook: /fanclubnotts  

Twitter: @fanclubnotts

words: Fan Club
photo: Paul Mason-Smithillustrations: Natalie Owen and     Julie Gough

Look at any music festival poster, and you’ll notice the headliners – 
whether wrinkly rockers or DJ demi-gods – almost invariably have 
one thing in common, a Y chromosome. Looking to put that right is 
Fan Club, a community of people who came together as a reaction to 
male-dominated events. They tell us a bit about what inspired them… 

One of the biggest stories in the music press in the 
early part of 2015 looked at the staggering lack of 
female performers at festivals in the UK. Some of the 
major British music festivals hosted a lineup where 
just 6% of the final lineup had a female presence. 
Versions of the festival posters circulated online, 
edited to show only bands featuring women – they 
looked like examples of minimalist graphic design. 

In February, Melvin Benn of Festival Republic (the 
company who organise Reading and Leeds), was 
quoted as saying “There has been a historic lack 
of opportunity for women to get into bands” in 
response to a question on why he did not book more 
female acts for the festival.
 
If there’s one thing Fan Club proves, it’s that there is 
no lack of opportunity for women to get into bands. 
It is so easy to fill an entire night with music by 
female artists. We spent the months leading up to 
our launch party discussing and planning what we 
wanted Fan Club to be. It’s easy enough to play a set 
of songs by female artists, but we wanted Fan Club 
to be much more than that.
 
In March of this year, we launched the first Fan Club 
event. As we found our feet, we started to invite 
women from beyond Nottingham to speak, play, and 
DJ at our events. In April, six-piece pop girl gang, 
Slum of Legs, played a show in conjunction with 
Hollaback!, an international movement focused on 
tackling street harassment. In June, we invited Sarah 
Sahim (Not All Women podcast/freelance writer) to 
speak about the issues she has faced being a woman 
of colour with a vocal presence on the internet. She 
spent a significant part of her talk musing on how 
she dealt with online abuse from men as a backlash 
to her piece, The Unbearable Whiteness of Indie, 
which she wrote for Pitchfork in March 2015. 

July’s event featured a set from Nottingham’s alt-
grunge grrrls, Babe Punch, followed by a Q&A with 
One Beat Zines, a self-publishing feminist duo, who 
actively give women a platform to be creative. In 
October, we ran a mini alternative fresher’s fayre, a 
special event to showcase activities and 

opportunities for women in Nottingham. We try 
and focus on having fun at our events – we sell 
female-positive temporary tattoos and stickers, do 
free glitter face painting, and put together goody 
bags with gifts based on the theme of the event.

We’ve had Smash the Patriarchy piñata competitions, 
and commissioned a life-size illustration of Parks and 
Recreation’s Leslie Knope, to pin up at our events – 
she’s (unofficially) Fan Club’s President. We also put 
together and print a zine for each event – a collection 
of writing, illustration and design from women all 
over the country.
 
Nine months on, we’ve worked relentlessly to 
make Fan Club the night that we envisioned at the 
start – a platform to celebrate women, and to foster 
creativity and collaboration. We invite women of 
all ages to talk, create, listen, make, and do. Being 
a part of Nottingham’s incredible community of 
positive, active women is really important to 
us. We’ve been working with female 
promoters and women’s groups 
in the city, such as the Hellfire 
Harlots, Call Tyrone, Default This, 
and Reel Equality to name just a 
few. We strive to keep the night 
100% accessible to all genders and 
ages; we very much want everyone 
to get involved, to try something 
that they have never done before.
 
Fan Club happens on the first Saturday 
of every month, at Rough Trade, and 
occasionally at other places too. 

If you want to get involved with 
Fan Club, send ‘em an email to 
fanclubnotts@gmail.com. If you’d 
like to get involved with writing or 
illustrating for the Fan Club ‘zine, 
email fanclubzine@gmail.com 

facebook.com/fanclubnotts

Fan Club implements a Safe Space policy 
at all of their events. It means that if 
anybody is being harassed, feels unsafe 
or uncomfortable, they can report it and 
immediate action will be taken.

“When girls are allowed to let go and not 

be called crazy, or to yell without being 

called angry, then they learn that the world 

they live in is limitless – or at least that the 

possibilities are. Girls discover that they 

draw their own boundaries, that they can 

push those boundaries through art, that 

they can be heard. It all comes back to 

making a sound, making a noise. If you are 

lucky enough to hear it, you will be moved. 

If you are even luckier and you get to make 

the sound, you will forever be changed.”

 
Rock ’n’ Roll Camp for Girls – How to Start 

a Band, Write Songs, Record an Album, and 

Rock Out - Carrie Brownstein
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Five Leaves Bookshop
Nottingham’s Independent Bookshop

POLITICAL - LITERARY - QUIRKY - COMMITTED

14a Long Row, Nottingham, NG1 2DH
Almost opposite the Tourist Information Centre

One minute from the Old Market Square / Left Lion
Facebook: /FiveLeavesBookshop

Twitter:  @FiveLeavesBooks
Tel: 0115 837 3097

www.fiveleavesbookshop.co.uk

Thousands of books instore
History and landscape, politics, fiction and poetry, lesbian and gay, 

counterculture, psychology, weird and wonderful, international 
writing, sound studies, magazines and journals.

Weekly events in the bookshop

We’re open

Monday To Saturday

10 00am - 11 00pm

sunday

12 00noon - 10 00pm

513 Mansfield Road, 

Sherwood,

Nottingham, NG5 2JL

0115 837 3090
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Greg Lonsdale is the entrepreneur behind the controversial 
product, My First Grow: Cannabis Grow Kits for Kids. Having 
been interviewed by Vice, and his website being shared 
thousands of times online, we thought it was best that we sat 
down with a cuppa – hemp milk only, of course – to understand 
the reasoning behind his idea...



According to Greg, My First Grow is a novelty product 
for adults, which includes hemp seeds and information 
surrounding the cannabis plant and hemp itself. “It was 
a creative way for me to highlight how ridiculous I find 
the laws that surround hemp and cannabis in the UK”, he 
says, urging me to note that he is not trying to promote the 
recreational use of cannabis in young children. “Of course 
I’m not saying that kids should be taught how to grow 
weed and roll a joint, because what’s the use in the plant 
recreationally?” Instead, Greg wants to educate the masses 
on the social, economic and environmental benefits of using 
hemp as a viable, renewable resource. To clarify, he’s not 
about getting kids high.
 
While hemp and weed both come from the same genus of 
cannabis, they have entirely different uses. This is based on 
the properties of the end products. THC is the property in 
cannabis products that makes the user feel high, but that is 
also effective in treating illnesses such as Crohn’s disease, 
arthritis and some cancers. Hemp has a low THC potency, 
at around 0.02%. Weed, has a higher THC level – usually 
between 5-20%. 

“You can smoke it if you wanted to,” says Greg. “But it’d 
be the same as growing rosemary and smoking that. 
Marijuana and hemp are the terms that are assigned to the 
end use of the cannabis plant. Hemp is used for textiles, 
food, and products that are made out of the stalk and seed. 
Marijuana, or weed, is usually used for recreational or 
medicinal cannabis – the stuff that you use the flower or 

‘bud’ for.”
 
For Greg, the motivating factor to dig deeper into the plant 
came when a colleague revealed he treated his mother 
with cannabis oil after she was diagnosed with cancer. He 

“fell down a rabbit hole” and began researching the use of 
cannabis oil to treat chronic illness. But it wasn’t until he 
attended Product Earth, a UK-based hemp and alternative 
lifestyle festival in Peterborough, that the drive to join the 
pro-cannabis campaign really kicked in. “I met a little 
boy, Rico Turner, his mum, and a guy called Jeff Ditchfield 
from Bud Buddies. Jeff is an amazing guy who produces 
high THC cannabis oil and gives it to his patients – a lot of 
whom are children. Rico had stage four terminal leukemia. 
His parents were told to take him home and make him 
comfortable as he only had a few weeks left. They weren’t 
gonna have that. They looked on the internet, came across 
Jeff, and started treating Rico with cannabis oil. Within a 
few weeks they noticed changes. They went for more scans, 
and there was a reduction in the cancer.
 

“The kid is thirteen now and has been in remission for 
years. He still takes maintenance doses to keep it away, 
and to speak to and see him, he looks pretty high. He’s not 
sedated, he’s chatting and having a laugh, but you can tell 
that he’s high. But what’s the alternative? Letting him die? 
I’m not a parent, but if I was, I know what I’d do. That was 
when it became really real. This is more real than anything 
else that I’ve been involved in.”
 
While the thought of stoned children is enough to unsettle 
even the most liberal mind, it is hard to argue with the 
choice of Rico’s parents, and many others like them, 
when it comes to considering the alternative. On Greg’s 
recommendation, I watched the Vice documentary, Stoned 
Kids, that highlights the successful use of cannabis as 
a medicine in young children. It features a young girl 
called Mykayla – known as Brave Mykayla in the cannabis 
community – and her family in Oregon, who have been 
growing their own cannabis to treat her cancer. And it’s 
working. To watch the show, it is clear that she was a 
very poorly little girl, who is now going from strength to 
strength thanks to the high THC cannabis oil she uses. 
In Oregon, it is legal to grow cannabis for personal or 

medicinal use, meaning that cannabis is regulated, and 
you know exactly what strain of the plant you’ll be growing 
every time, what its various effect are, and how it makes 
you feel. 
 
That being said, there was something disturbing about 
watching an eight-year-old child wandering around a room 
filled to the brim with cannabis. I had to ask myself why, if 
it’s the thing that is keeping her alive.
 

“A lot of the knowledge people have about cannabis is 
based on yellowed journalism and propaganda” says Greg, 
and there’s a large element of truth in that. We’re told 
that cannabis is a dangerous drug that causes psychosis, 
schizophrenia and laziness in users. A drug for hippies and 
musicians. Which isn’t completely false, but it’s summat 
our Greg is not happy about. “Programmes like DARE 
only teach kids about cannabis as a psychosis-inducing 
drug. They don’t know that you can treat cancer with it. Or 
build a house out of it. Or a car. Or put it in door panels like 
Mercedes and BMW do.” He’s got a point.

 I was very aware that buying 
and selling hemp seeds was not 
illegal. The hemp seeds in the 
product were bought from Asda.
 
The campaign to legalise and decriminalise cannabis 
in the UK is gaining weight, with Osborne’s financial 
advisors highlighting the tax benefits we would accrue 
from legalising cannabis, and an online petition for MPs 
to debate the matter reaching 220,000 signatures. Greg is 
sceptical, believing that thanks to a lack of education, the 
UK is simply not ready for legalisation. “If it went to a 
vote tomorrow, people would vote no because they aren't 
aware of the benefits of the plant. More time needs to 
be spent educating people about the plant, rather than 
lobbying politicians.”
 
That’s not to say he’s not all for legalisation in the future, 
and not just so that every Tom, Dick and Harry can bun 
a zoot without the fear of being subjected to community 
service. “I massively support the medicinal side – if people 
could grow their own medicine, that’d be fantastic. For me, 
though, it’s more the agricultural, economic side – growing 
hemp for textiles and fuel. We’re running out of oil. We go 
to war over that shit. Pretty much anything that is made out 
of, or uses oil to run, can switch to hemp oil instead.”  

“I think that’s going to be more beneficial to future 
generations than legalising it for recreational use. I do 
see the benefits for the economy if it were to be legal, but 
the reason you’re legalising it is so that people can get high. 
That’s fair enough, but to make it easier to grow a crop 
that adds genuine value to the world, I support that over 
anything. It’s one of the most resourceful plants on 
the planet.”
 

For now, though, it’s still illegal to germinate and grow 
hemp seeds in the UK without a government-approved 
licence. So how has Greg managed to sell a product 
that appears to encourage consumers to grow their own 
cannabis plants? “Firstly, I’m not encouraging anyone to 
grow the plants, because that would be encouraging them 
to break the law, and I would never do that. This is an 
educational, novelty product.”
 
Surely he’s jumping through some kind of legal loophole 
that allows him to sell ‘cannabis grow kits’ and seeds, to 
the public? “The term ‘loophole’ suggests that I’ve done 

something wrong. I haven’t. I spoke to lawyers throughout 
all of this. I was very aware that buying and selling hemp 
seeds was not illegal. The hemp seeds in the product were 
bought from Asda. Actually, I don’t know if I’m allowed to 
resell those hemp seeds – that’s probably the most illegal 
thing I’m doing.”
 
Greg insists that the kit is a novelty product for adults, so 
why has he chosen to market it at those with fewer candles 
on the cake? It seems like a whole load of controversy for 
controversy’s sake. “Obviously it‘s to be controversial. 
As a marketer – that’s my background – I know how to 
create clickbait” he says. And in his defence, it is a pretty 
slick marketing technique. The website has been shared 
thousands of times online, but not always in a positive 
light. Greg puts it down to our anxiousness, as a country, 
with the word cannabis, and the fact that the name of 
the product links it to children. “The simple fact that I’ve 
mentioned children in the same sentence as cannabis 
makes people frightened and scared that I’m doing 
something evil, that I’m a really bad person.”

Indeed, there has been backlash from both those who 
oppose the legalisation of cannabis and those who 
support it, who claim that Greg is promoting the use of 
cannabis in young children. Greg’s response? “I think if 
anyone says this product promotes the recreational use 
of cannabis in children, they should refer to the Einstein 
quote: ‘Condemnation without investigation is the height of 
ignorance’. They’ve not looked at the product or the website, 
so they’ve not seen that it’s hemp.”
 
It may seem surprising that those who sit themselves firmly 
in the pro-legalisation camp would have had such an averse 
reaction to Greg’s educational campaign. Perhaps it’s 
that they don’t understand the product or, as Mr Lonsdale 
mentioned, haven’t done their research properly. Greg 
takes the stance that the issue lies within the centre of 
their campaign style. “I think that when they’re lobbying, 
a lot of pro-legalisation campaigners use the argument 
that legalisation would mean cannabis is regulated like 
alcohol and tobacco, and therefore it would reduce the use 
in children. That’s true. But I think if you’re just saying, 

‘Look, you can keep this dangerous drug away from children’ 
then you’ve still got their mentality. They’re still talking 
about cannabis like it’s a drug. It’s not. It’s a plant. It has 
medicinal and economic value across the globe.”

The kits are available to buy from the website for £3.99, 
which Greg says is virtually cost. You might be wondering 
how he plans to sustain a successful business plan if his 
profit margins are so small, but for Greg, the money isn’t 
important. “This was never meant to be a multi-million 
pound business, it was always a creative experiment that 
was going to spark debate. Which it has done. It could be 
a sustainable business if I wanted it to be, but it’s not 
about that.”

That’s not to say that My First Grow is the end to Greg’s 
desire to destigmatise cannabis, but he’s keeping his cards 
close to his chest for now. “I am going to pursue other areas 
in this sector, but there’s no solid plan yet. I know the next 
thing I do will explore the possibilities of building the hemp 
industry within the UK.”

Whether or not we’ll see My First Grow kits on the shelves 
of major supermarkets and department stores in the future 
remains to be seen. But Greg’s got fire in his belly, and we 
have a feeling he’s not gonna rest until the job’s been done. 
For that, you’ve gotta hand it to the kid.

myfirstgrow.co.uk
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Cannabis has only been illegal for 1% of the time that 
it’s been in use.  

Queen Victoria used tincture of cannabis to treat her 
menstrual cramps.

Canada became the the first country in the whole world 
to first offer cannabis as a pain relief medicine, back in 
the golden age of 2003. 

There was a time in the US when it was illegal for an 
industrial farmer to not grow hemp for the army. Barmy.

Back in the dizzay, George Washington grew hemp on 
his farm. 
 
Apparently, our Billy Shakespeare was a fan of the 
green, as scientists found centuries-old cannabis pipes 
buried in his back garden. 
 



interview: Samuel Boyle

photo: Stephanie Webb

What’s the history of the Nottingham Hoods, and how has 
the club progressed since it was established six years ago?
Kirk: The club was originally the Ilkeston Outlaws, which 
was playing in Division 4. Lee, the owner of the club, had 
the vision of bringing it to Nottingham because even 
though it was an Ilkeston team, it was affiliated more with 
Nottingham than Derby. He set up the Hoods, and in our first 
year we won the league. It was a fantastic year and built a 
buzz around the club which has grown year on year.
Kieran: The club’s progressed massively since I decided to 
come back and play for my hometown. For example, we’ve 
now got Luke Mitchell who’s an England international at 
under-18 level.

What’s the difference between the English Basketball 
League and the British Basketball League?
Kirk: The BBL is its own separate league to the EBL. The 
BBL is a franchise, the professional league. So if you put it 
into football terms, that’s like the Premier League – but you 
can’t be relegated or promoted. The EBL includes the rest of 
the leagues nationally. Within divisions, there’s not a huge 
difference, but between them there is. In Division 1, the 
teams will be much better drilled. But then between EBL 1 
and BBL there is quite a gap in talent, because the BBL is 
professional.

The Hoods have got a real sense of community, with a 
ladies team and a junior, ‘mini’ team – just how important 
is it for the club not to be only about the men’s basketball?
Kieran: It’s massive, it creates a sense of involvement. Once 
you have that, the fans take a genuine pride in supporting 
you. That involvement has also helped the senior men’s 
players as it gives them that sense of appreciation. We go to 
the mini games and junior games as players, and they love 
us to bits – we’re their sporting idols.

At a time when funding for basketball is decreasing, 
how important are clubs like the Hoods in ensuring 
participation goes up?
Kieran: The likes of us and several within our leagues are 
taking the chance to get communities involved by giving 
children subsidised rates. One thing I realised as a senior 
player was that you don’t always have access to a court. If 
I want to practise by myself in the week and improve my 
game it costs me £3 a pop, and if you want to do that every 
day, to a serious level, then that’s going to be expensive. So 
for clubs like this, it’s really important to get participation 
increasing.

So you think Nottingham really is a basketball city?
Kirk: Definitely. I remember growing up watching the 
Nottingham Knights who used to play in Bilborough. I’m 
talking back in ’98, and you used to have 900 fans out there. 
They packed out the Harvey Hadden, so we’ve always had a 
good sense of basketball in the city.

How did you each get into basketball?
Kieran: I had a family friend who played wheelchair 
basketball in a few Paralympics for Great Britain, so 
basketball was there from the start. I was always 
interested and messed around, but starting playing seriously 
at about twelve.
Kirk: My uncle gave me a video when I was about three 
called Come Fly with Me and I used to watch that more or 
less every day. I just wanted to be like Michael Jordan. My 
mum was never into football so basketball was all I knew, 
and when I got to senior school I got a chance to play.

Often when people think of basketball they think of the 
NBA megastars, but just how much of a team game is 
the sport?
Kirk: Once you learn about the sport, you see how much 
teamwork matters. Last year in the NBA, for example, 

LeBron James – who is the best player in the world – 
couldn’t carry the Cleveland Cavaliers to win the league 
because he needed other players to step up and make the 
plays. That’s the beauty of basketball: there are so many 
roles to play.

If money was no object, where would be your fantasy 
home venue for the Hoods?
Kieran: I’d play at the Ice Arena. Facility-wise and the 
number of people it can seat, you can’t really get better 
than that!
Kirk: If I had the money and I could build an arena anywhere, 
the place I’d choose is in Hyson Green at the Boys’ Club, 
which in the local basketball scene is Nottingham’s mecca. 
It’s great to go and play there, but it’s really small and old, 
like a school gym.

And if you could play alongside any basketball player from 
around the world who would it be?
Kirk: Kevin Garnett, Minnesota Timberwolves. I’d love to be 
around him, because of his intensity, the way he approaches 
the game, his philosophy. I think he’d be great to learn from.
Kieran: Can I talk about a Hoods player? I love playing 
alongside Daniel Wong. He’s the most underrated player 
I’ve ever met. Last year he was just destroying everyone, 
he must weigh about twelve stone and only be 6’2” when 
everyone else he marks is 6’10” and seventeen stone, but he 
out-rebounds them, out-muscles them and his work rate is 
beyond measure. You can’t put a price on his efforts.

Sounds like you guys at the Hoods actually like 
each other, unlike some sports teams!
Kieran: Definitely. I’ve known Kirk well since I 
was in year seven at school. I used to skateboard 
when I was a kid and I was watching a video the 
other day where I’m stood talking to this guy and 
it turned out to be Kirk, on his rollerblades! I’ve 
known so many of the guys for many years.

We also noticed on your website that 
the Hoods are sponsored by McDonald’s – 
is that a regular diet for Hoods players?!
Kieran: It isn’t our regular diet, but I 
was there doing some promotional 
work the other day and they gave us a 
free McDonald’s. It’s probably not the 
best diet for an aspiring athlete...

The club has a number of other 
sponsors, such as the Multiple 
Sclerosis Therapy Centre. 
How important are those 
partnerships to the club?
Kirk: All the sponsors we get 
other than McDonald’s are 
small, local businesses, so it’s 
helping them get exposure 
and in turn it’s helping us. A 
sponsor might pay for their 
logo and that money can pay 
for a player to come play for us.
Kieran: We’ve also got friends 
who do artwork for posters, and 
friends who are willing to give a 
voluntary hand that not every other club 
will get. If we didn’t have that, I don’t think 
we’d be in this position. We might be winning 
games, but the fan base wouldn’t be as good 
and we wouldn’t have the community inclusion.

Finally, what are your hopes for the rest of the season?
Kieran: Personally, I’d like to win everything. I understand 
what goes alongside that is preparation, and we’ve 
practised hard. We’ve got the talent and I can’t see why we 
can’t go the rest of the season undefeated. Looking at the 
other scores, with the right effort and mindset, we shouldn’t 
lose a game.
Kirk: If we can stay healthy and keep the team we’ve got, 
then we really should be looking at winning the league. I’d 
be disappointed if we finished outside the top three. We 
should definitely be looking to go up to Division 1. 

Since being established in 2009, Nottingham Hoods have had a meteoric rise through the basketball structure. With them 
currently unbeaten and sitting top of Division 2 of the English Basketball League, we caught up with club stalwarts Kieran 
Wright and Kirk Davis to find out more…  

hoodsbasketball.com
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With songs A Mother Lost and From a 
Lover, Yazmin Lacey has been gigging 
around Nottingham for the past couple of 
years. Now she’s signed up to Gilles Peterson’s 
Future Bubblers programme and is working on a couple of 
projects with other local musicians, all while running a charity 
to support young people… 

A couple of years ago, I was watching a beautiful lady on stage, 
polite guitar strumming echoing behind her. Without even flashing 
a look at the crowd, she clutched her glass of wine and let out a 
humble, raspy voice that cut through cackles, simmering the room 
and raising hairs on every arm. Eyes down.

Fast forward to November 2015, and the same lady sits across from 
me giggling in Broadway’s Café Bar. “This is so weird, because it’s 
you and you’re gonna ask me questions!” I tell her not to worry – 
something people have been saying to Yaz for the past two years. 
“When I first started doing it, it felt proper daunting. I thought 
‘What if nothing comes out? What if I just freeze?’ The first few 
gigs, I got so worked up that I’d be sick afterwards.”

Yazmin has been a bedroom performer for years; writing, singing 
and hoarding her talents away at home until Parisa Eliyon booked 
her for Acoustickle. “I always think you should challenge yourself. I 
was petrified, mate. I just realised it’s only ever going to get easier 
if I just start putting it out there and giving it a go. If the universe is 
presenting you with opportunities, you need to rise to them. You’ve 
got to let go of the fear, take the risk and trust your instincts. It’s 
still only gig number twelve. That’s well early.”

With that in mind, it’s incredible to see how far Yazmin has come. “I 
feel really lucky,” she says. But it’s only through stepping out of her 
comfort zone with a strong work ethic that she’s been able to get to 
the point she’s at now: laughing with the crowd and really owning 
the stage. Just recently, she played Affinity Festival at Nottingham 
Contemporary alongside Congi from the Mimm Collective. “I love 
all the music Mimm put out, and I just love all the boys. It’s really 
hard to work with people you don’t know straight away, but when 
I met Gaz and Tulip [Congi], it just flowed so easily. I just felt really 
comfortable. We’re working on an EP and live set at the moment, so 
I’m really excited for that.”

Like Congi, Yazmin is taking part in Gilles Peterson and 
Brownswood Music’s Future Bubblers project, after performing at 
their launch event at Rough Trade about a year ago. “That was the 
first gig where I proper enjoyed it,” she says. After being convinced 
by a friend to post a demo tape in, Yazmin was one of nine, and 
the only female artist, to be chosen out of the 300 demos sent to 
the new talent development team. Now, she’s found a mentor in 
Victoria Port from Anushka. “She’s going to be doing some vocal 
training with me,” says Yaz. “I love her stuff. She’s just great, man. 
The whole Brownswood team are great. I think it’ll be a really 
productive and exciting learning curve. Ultimately I do want that 
from music – to learn loads of things. I’ve got a massive creative 
head and I want to fuel it.”

And it’s not just in music. Yazmin has created art installations in 
the past which, with the help of Future Bubblers, she hopes to 
eventually incorporate into her live set. “They’re leaving it really 
open, asking what it is I want to do and how they can help. It 
would be nice at some point to bring other elements into the set, 
to create a space to listen to my songs.” Plus, back in London, she 
was doing youth theatre work: “I think that’s where I developed a 
love for writing. I had a play at The Old Vic.”

Yazmin moved to Nottingham about five years ago on a whim when 
a friend had a spare room in the house they were renting. “I didn’t 
know anyone. I didn’t have a job. I can be like that sometimes. 
Just put myself in a pressurised situation and say ‘Just go!’ It 
was the right time. I was only meant to be here for six months. 
Nottingham’s got charm. It’s hard to leave.”

After moving to the city, Yazmin met Susannah Gray and got 
talking about her previous experience in youth theatre. Susannah 
offered her a job at her charity, Nottingham Children, Young 
People & Families Project (CYF) – a long-term, intense intervention 
programme that supports young people. “She took a chance on 
me,” says Yazmin. “I put in the graft and it paid off.” She eventually 
ended up taking over the organisation, which has gone from 
strength to strength thanks to help from the community.

Hockley Hustle have raised money for them for the past two 
years; Mimm staff have helped out by painting the CYF bus and 
will be doing their allotment outhouse in the future; Nat Bruce 
from Sheep Soup and Natti Rudyj do sessions with the kids 
for free; and Jacky P and Sacha Wise have supported them by 
organising a charity football event on Forest Recreation Ground. 
“Loads of people played, like Elliott Caine [FTS.co] and Simeon 
Hartwing [Bantum Clothing],” says Yaz. “Simeon, as crazy as 
he is, has actually given ridiculous amounts of time for 
some of those young people, coming up with really 
innovative ideas that they can lead on. And 
Elliott did the set design for one of the kids’ 
shows. I am so grateful for it all.”

By offering the young people experiences 
they might not ordinarily have access 
to, Yaz is opening doors for them in the 
city in so many ways. She’s organising 
trips away, outdoor activities like 
growing food in their allotment 
and cooking what they’ve grown 
for the community, workshops 
with Yazmin’s long list of creative 
contacts, and getting the young 
people to access services 
available to them within the city. 
“I want to empower them,” says 
Yaz. “The way things are with 
funding, I can’t promise that 
CYF will always be around. But 
I’ll give it a bloody good go.”

It’s this creative, hardworking 
attitude that makes Yazmin 
so mesmeric. When she’s not 
liaising with parents and 
teachers, or coordinating 
no end of activities for the 
young people, she’s making 
music with friends and 
pushing it forward. “You 
know the most exciting 
thing about working with 
Congi is that I’m actually 
a massive fan of theirs, 
I love their stuff,” says 
Yaz. “They’ve given me a 
memory stick with loads 
of their songs and I’m just 
singing over the top of them 
constantly. I think a live show 
with us three would be a natural 
progression, because I’ve been doing 
it in my kitchen for time.”

I ask Yaz what the end goal is for her, 
and she replies, “I worry, I have anxiety, 
so I try not to think about it too much 
otherwise I won’t be able to take it all 
in.” After some quiet contemplation, 
she says, “Right now, I just need to 
concentrate on having a few bodies of 
work together. I’d love to play some 
festivals. I wanna play Soundwave, 
Gilles Peterson’s festival and Jazz 
Festival in Europe, and I hope that CYF 
can continue on its quest.”

And with a lady like Miss Lacey 
steering the ship, it undoubtedly will.

soundcloud.com/ylaceyp

words: Bridie Squires 
photo: Emma Richardson

 I just realised 
it’s only ever going to 
get easier if I just start 
putting it out there and 
giving it a go. If the 
universe is presenting 
you with opportunities, 
you need to rise to them.
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- New videos from our Vloggers Lockie and Elizabeth
- Loads of events you can take part in 
- Visit the website to find out more

city-of-football.uk

Seasons Greetings to all of you 
in the City of Football. 
Coming up we have:



Jonny Owen is the director of I Believe In Miracles, the brilliant new film about Nottingham Forest’s 
two-time European Cup-winning triumphs. He’s pretty decent in front of the camera too…

I read that Trainspotting author Irvine Welsh gave you your first break 
as an actor... 
First I was in a band signed to Sanctuary Records in the Britpop era, but we 
never quite made the Top 40. I was comfortable in front of the camera, so I got 
cast in a Welsh TV series called Nuts and Bolts and became a jobbing actor. It 
was Irvine who spotted my photograph in the Spotlight actors directory. He 
liked my face and cast me in a music video he directed for a band called Gene. 
We got on really well and he offered to cast me in some other stuff.
 
So from there you acted for him on Dose and Good Arrows. Tell us 
about those...
Dose is a funny little film, only about half an hour long and available on 
YouTube. I played a fundamental Christian who thinks it’s his religious duty 
to make love to lots of women, but he catches VD. It’s a very funny film and 
did me loads of good. Then I did Good Arrows with Irvine, where I played a 
darts player whose career had gone downhill. 
 
What was he like to work with? Most people only know him as an author…
Every script from Irvine was different and interesting. I’d say something and 
he’d pick up on it and make me do the opposite. So if I was to say, “I’d find it 
really embarrassing to have sex on camera”, he’d write me half an hour of sex 
scenes. He’d challenge me – that was the relationship we had. I’m still good 
friends with Irvine, I think he’s a terrific writer. He’s a brilliant all-rounder, 
really. Loves drama.
 
Around that time you had a few parts in mainstream TV too, firstly as a 
character called Banana Boat in the Doctor Who spinoff, Torchwood…
Yeah, it was filmed in Wales, as was Doctor Who. I’ve never had so many 
requests for autographs and photos. It’s got a proper fanatical following – it 
hit me then how big these programmes are, and how important they are to 
people. One guy wrote that he’d recreated the blue phone box in his garden 
for his children to play in. God help those children in school. I can’t imagine 
what their life must be like.  
 
Following that you played a swinging policeman in Shameless…
That’s probably the part I'm still most famous for, certainly in the north. I 
played a gay Welsh copper who was married and repressed and started 
having an affair with Mickey Maguire [played by Ciaran Griffiths]. They let 
me bring loads of comedy into it and I thought a lot about Windsor Davies 
from It Ain't Half Hot Mum. He had very deep voice and was very serious, but 
really funny when you got down to it.
 
Have you seen the US version of Shameless?
I’ve never seen it –  it’s got a very famous actor, William H Macy, in it. I was 
with the same agent as him for a while and was quite chuffed about it. The 
first five or six series of Shameless were astonishing television, I think people 
forget the impact they had. I was proud to be in the first few series.  
 
In 2006 you won a Welsh BAFTA for a documentary about the Aberfan 
mining disaster...
My father worked in the pit opposite Trelewis, so he was there on the day. 
My primary school teacher, Mr Tooder, lost his son in the disaster and he 
told us as young pupils about it. I had other classmates who lost family too. I 
wanted to treat it with the sensitivity that it deserved, so we did this story 
about how poorly the people were treated afterwards. If you lost a child, the 
first question they would ask was, “How close were you to your child?” to 
determine how much money they’d give. It’s the same old story as other 
cover-ups and inquisitions that weren't made public. The powers that be tend 
to hide a lot of things and when they get released thirty years later it shocks 
people. It’s sad, but it continues.

 

Do you prefer being in front of the camera, or behind it? 
I don’t mind either. I did a day on This Is England 90 with Shane Meadows 
recently and I really enjoyed that. I’m in a lucky position where I can pick and 
choose now. If someone told me when I was ten that I’d be doing a film about 
the great Nottingham Forest team, I’d be skipping around the room. I’m very 
thankful for what I do.
 
Let’s talk about Svengali. It started as a YouTube series…
The internet was in its infancy in the mid-noughties and didn't have the 
capacity to load up more than four or five minutes of video. But me and a mate 
called Roger Evans had this idea at the perfect time. It’s about a guy who 
moves to London to crack the music industry. It went viral and a lot of people 
in the music industry liked it.
 
How did you get Martin Freeman, Matt Berry and Vicky McClure on board 
with it?
The one I really wanted was Vicky. This was before I even knew her [Vicky is 
now Jonny’s partner]. She’d just won the Bafta for This Is England and was 
arguably the hottest actress in the country. She still is. I sent her the virals 
and she picked it out of all the other scripts she’d been sent because she 
could picture it from the series. I knew the other two before then. Martin was 
an old friend, and a mod, who’d seen the early virals, and I met Matt Berry 
working with him on a film called A Bit of Tom Jones.
 
So tell us about I Believe in Miracles. It started out as The Boys Of ‘79, 
right? 
Yes. Craig Chettle, a Notts County fan ironically, thought the story was 
amazing and that we should do something on it. It started as a half-hour 
series for Notts TV, but we had so much more material. I loved working with 
the old boys. They’re all very different in personality. It’s very rare to get 
sixteen men together that can all talk brilliantly, but I think that’s a symptom 
of what football was then. They were very open with the press. It’s very 
different now. You’d have to wait six months to get an interview with Jose 
Mourinho. 
 
So what are your thoughts on Brian Clough? Obviously he’s the one great 
part of that story you couldn’t interview... 
There’s a great book by Melvyn Bragg about Richard Burton where he says “I 
found a much grander man than even I expected.” That’s how I feel about 
Brian Clough. I’ve read every book on him – and there’s a lot of them – but he 
was more than even those can tell. The modern game is all about PR. Here’s 
a bloke who would say what he wanted and say it so eloquently. He must 
have been great copy for journalists. Can you imagine doing what we do and 
having Brian Clough there? 

So what’s the next project for you? 
I have a few offers and I’m probably going to do another film, but I’m just not 
sure what yet. I don’t like the idea of having six months off – that’s not me, I 
just couldn’t do it. I love producing Notts TV’s The Boot Room too – that’s my 
day job. But I might do something in front of camera soon as well. I just won’t 
tell Irvine what I don’t like at the moment because fuck knows what he’d 
come out with. 
 
I Believe In Miracles is out on DVD now. The Boot Room is shown on Notts 
TV every Monday and Wednesday evening. To see video extracts from this 
interview, visit the City of Football website. 

rootfilms.co.uk  
 

interview: Jared Wilson
photo: Raph Achache

Miracle Man

There’s a great book 
by Melvyn Bragg 
about Richard Burton 
where he says 
“I found a much 
grander man than 
even I expected.” 
That’s how I feel 

about Brian Clough.
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The man who doth daily tame the Lion,
To loudly preach and cast judgement,
Will displace the bicycle rider, rising up the ranks. 
And the fair city will be led to an enlightened era of hope 
and prosperity. 

Interpretation: Jon Collins should be quaking in his 
cycling shorts – his position as Leader of Nottingham 
City Council looks like it’s going to be under threat 
from that guy who regularly sits on the left lion, 

shouting at passersby.

From the grave the dead will rise, 
Like lame dogs they will drag themselves
Upon the metal box that bears the number 28
Haste bringing them to edge of the region for feasting.

Interpretation: Oh. Shit. ZOMBIES! On the bus. The pink 
bus, to be specific. If you’re escaping, don’t use that line, 
go for the blue ones or summat. 

Not elephant tusk, but strong of word,
He will have the pretenders shouting loud
Of unforgettable music from a bygone era. 
A young man at the centre in 77
Will fill his belly with verdant nosh and ride with the geese
And the mods and the bugs will worship at the altar cast in paper and lace.

Interpretation: Notts scribe Billy Ivory (Made in Dagenham, Truckers) is going 
to have a smash hit with a play based around the hits of Paper Lace, which 
tells the tale of a young boy attempting a go on every ride at the 1977 Goose 
Fair with a belly full of mushy peas. And probably cocks on a stick. 

After seeing that Jake Bugg and Sleaford Mods are obviously fans, we tracked 
down Jason Williamson. He’s asked us not to say owt, but that he may have 
written a brand new song for a musical that might be called Billy Don’t Be 
a Hero. He explained, “Paper Lace are real icons in my eyes, up there with 
Badfinger and Mungo Jerry for me. The real deal.”

Decimation of scribe strongholds
Discarded hopes and pleas
No more to games of words from past to future;
Resignation to future claims
Of the consumer and the capital.

Interpretation: It threw us a bit because of the 
ending, but we reckon he just forgot to add ‘ism’ 
onto ‘capital’. Combine that with the recent closure 
of the Creative Writing degrees at the University 
of Nottingham and the imminent closure of the 
DH Lawrence Centre and we have us a prediction: 
Nottingham is no longer going for the title of UNESCO 
City of Literature, and instead will be named 
UNILEVER City of Supermarkets.

Upon the crown of order, a cloth of flesh shall lay
In likeness to the bud that feeds the babe
No longer to govern, but to nourish the weathered woman
And satiate the mouth of man.

Interpretation: We’re not 100% sure, but we don’t think we’d be 
too far off if we read between the lines and said that the Council 
House roof is going to be painted pink to resemble a large nipple 
before being converted into the largest Wetherspoons in Britain.

The marble likeness 
Of the black and white silver seeker
Is carved anew in homage to 
The ascension of the blood-red copse.  

Interpretation: Thanks to Notts County’s relegation, the Brian Clough 
statue is given a lick of paint, and reimagined as Dougie Freedman, as 
Forest finally win promotion to the Premier League.

illustration: Raphael Ahache

Streets paved with greed for man to gorge
Will close the throats of Hood’s descendents
The New-World Lady shall deny all birthright 
And pledge allegiance to the Bull.

Interpretation: Thanks to the endless rows of 
‘shacks’, ‘American grills’, and ‘taverns’ clogging 
up the high street, Nottingham will finally reach 
the point where everyone has had enough food, 
unable to eat anymore artisan pastries, pulled 
pork or sourdough paninis again. As a result, 
our Annie, of Annie’s Burger Shack, will explain 
her relief: “I’ve had years of pretending I’m from 
America and having to talk with a silly accent. I’m 
really from Bulwell, yer get meh?”

Wisdom of the ages
Cast aside the idiots;
The marsh that is wide and barren, 
Metal goliaths to reclaim
And the trees will rise once again.

Interpretation: Could it be? Could it 
really be that they’re finally going to 
realise that no good ever comes from 
chucking good money after bad and, 
as such, demolish Broado? And we’re 
going to get a big park? Get your 
frisbees and bongos out, people, this 
summer could be a good ‘un. 

Back in the day, a really old dude called 
Nottstradamus predicted some stuff was gonna 
go down in our city. Well, the time is nigh, and 
we’ve dug them out and interpreted the totally 
legit prophecies, so you know exactly what’s 

coming at you in 2016. You’re welcome.



The name might not be instantly recognisable, but Samuel Morley was a 
man well ahead of his time. A philanthropist, social reformer, businessman, 
family man, abolitionist and, well, that’s plenty. Seeing as they reside 
in an old Morley factory, the artists and thinkers of Backlit Gallery have 
spent the last year discovering, sharing and inspiring people with his 
ethos. They’re not wrong that his place in Nottingham history should be 
remembered, so we took a peek into the life of a man whose work is still 
patently relevant today...

The youngest son of Sneinton-born John 
Morley, Samuel was born and raised in 
London where his father had moved to 
expand his hosiery business, I & R Morley, 
co-founded with his brothers at the end of 
the eighteenth century. If you wanted a 
proper pair of stockings, theirs were what 
you splashed out on.

John Morley was no stranger to good deeds, 
himself having been Mayor of Nottingham 
and a Luddite sympathiser – even though 
his factories came under attack – as 
well as being involved in setting up the 
Mechanics Institute, a place where artisans 
and mechanics could go to learn, improve 
their skills and socialise. So it’s no surprise 
that he raised Samuel and his five siblings 
to think for themselves from the get-go, 
telling them, “I will tell you why I am a 
Nonconformist and why I am a Liberal, and, 
if you think I am right, you can be as I am 
and do as I do, but you are perfectly free to 
form your own conclusions.”

Samuel was educated until he was 
sixteen and was considered a methodical 
student; something that stood him in good 
stead for when he began working in his 
father’s business in 1825. His first job at 
Morley’s was in the counting house, and 
he stayed there for seven years to learn the 
business. With factories established across 
the Midlands and in London, it wasn’t 
until Samuel left the counting house that 
Morley’s branched out into flannel under 

his management. As brave a move as this 
was – and however much we all love a bit of 
flannel these days – it wasn’t too successful 
and he quickly realised that his strength 
was in numbers, so he returned to the 
counting house.

Samuel and his brother John took over from 
their father in 1840, working together until 
John’s retirement in 1855. It was in 1860, 
when Samuel’s uncle passed away, that 
he became the head of the Nottingham 
business as well. He visited to determine 
how the business should be handled and 
employed Thomas Hill as manager. Morley 
didn’t interfere with the management of the 
Nottingham businesses, even making Hill a 
partner in 1870, but made sure he was kept 
up to date with the welfare of employees, 
their state of health and all that stuff 
business owners don’t usually seem to give 
much of a damn about. 

In fact, Morley’s factories in the area were 
considered the best in the North Midlands: 
clean, light, well ventilated. He also paid 
top price for labour and introduced pensions. 
This might not seem much of a big deal, but 
his pension scheme was introduced forty 
years before the Old Age Pension Act was 
brought in. A nice little anecdote about 
Morley was when he gave a gift of £5 to a 
workman. The worker was asked how he 
reacted, to which he said, “What did I say? I 
could do nowt but roar.”

Under the Morley/Hill partnership, the 
Nottingham business was expanded to 
include a factory on Manvers Street; on 
the corner of Newark Street. Their choice 
of location was influenced by Sneinton’s 
long-established hosiery-making trade, 
meaning there was a skilled workforce 
available. They had a bit of bad luck though, 
with two serious fires in the factory’s early 
years, the second of which was the costliest 
blaze in Nottingham’s history at the time. 
The factory was eventually rebuilt, and 
went on to employ 500 workers. There was 
another Morley factory in Daybrook – now, 
unsurprisingly, a block of flats – and in 1879 
the Alfred Street factory, where Backlit 
now reside, was acquired, giving work to a 
further 350 people.

Although kind and concerned with the 
wellbeing of his workers, Morley was a 
stickler who couldn’t tolerate bad work or 
laziness, and he loathed waste. He also 
considered drinking to be an unmitigated 
evil and regularly spoke up about 
temperance and total abstinence, especially 
to working men. Challenged once by a 
labouring man who interrupted Morley’s 
speech on abstaining, he was asked, “Do 
you go without yourself? I dare say, if the 
truth’s known, you take your glass of wine 
or two after dinner and think no harm of it. 
Now, sir, do you go without yourself?” 

Of course, Morley did like to have a couple 
of glasses with his dinner. “This rather shut 
me up for an instant,” Morley said when 
recounting the story, “but when I looked 
round at those poor fellows whom I had 
been asking to give up what they regarded 

– no matter how erroneously – as their only 
luxury, I had my answer ready pretty quickly. 

‘No’, I said, ‘but I will go without from this 
hour.’” True to his word, he didn’t touch 
another drop, with the exception of a couple 
of ‘medicinal’ drinks during a period of 
illness on the insistence of his physician.

A dedicated father, Samuel wrote to his 
eight children regularly when he or they 
were away from the family home. He kept all 
correspondence from them, and these letters 
show an openness in their relationships in 
that they freely discussed their successes 
and failures with him. He encouraged his 
children in all their hobbies – even though 
he was not partial to any sports or pastimes 
himself, preferring to work, lobby and help 
the church – but he drew the line at dancing, 
which he objected to greatly. 

To say that he wouldn’t compromise on 
his morals would be an understatement. 
Morley was no wallflower, especially where 
reform was concerned. In late 1854, the 
Crimean War was in full swing and, partly 
as a response to this, the Administrative 
Reform Association was formed with Samuel 
Morley as president. A pressure group – of 
which Charles Dickens was another notable 
member – aimed to expose abuses of the 
departments of state, and Morley believed 
that the necessity for this reform existed 
long before the war and would exist long 
after its conclusion.

An abolitionist, Morley helped to free 
an escaped American slave, Josiah 
Henson. Henson went on to document 
his life in Uncle Tom's Story of His Life: an 
Autobiography of the Rev. Josiah Henson. 
This later inspired the classic anti-slavery 
novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin. When asked to 
join the anti-slavery movement that was 
part of the American Civil War, he declined 
stating, “… while the South disgusts me 
with its shameless advocacy of its ‘peculiar 
institution’ as the ‘corner-stone’ of its 
government, I cannot sympathise with 
the North, for it is, I fear, abolitionist in 
proxy – only through force of circumstance 

– and not from the conviction of the 
inherent immorality in slavery, or humane 
consideration for the welfare of the slaves.” 
So no half measures from him then. On the 
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more positive side of things, it wasn’t long 
after this request that he consented to stand 
for the town of his ancestors, Nottingham, 
in 1865.

He was one of two Liberal candidates in 
the running against the Conservative Sir 
Robert Clifton. Never one to be associated 
with anything boring, the election fight 
was said to be “the most sharp and bitter 
of any throughout the country.” As is often 
our way, the borough was once notorious 
for its lawlessness, and it was during the 
elections that this old spirit came to the fore 
in support of Clifton; riots broke out and the 
mob ruled. 

On one occasion, the magistrate sat in the 
Exchange Buildings with the entire body 
of the borough police gathered round for 
protection, and a reserve set up in another 
building, while the crowd wielded stones, 
bludgeons and faggots; bundles of steel 
to you and me. This crowd then moved 
on to the hotel where Morley was staying 
and pelted him with stones, forcing him to 
remain hidden until they’d passed. These 
rather unsavoury sorts were the notorious 
Nottingham Lambs, a right bunch of ruffians 
who’d do pretty much anything for the price 
of a couple of pints. Rabble rousing and 
rioting aside, Morley just swung it with 
2,393 votes over Clifton’s 2,352.

Sworn in, his early impressions of 
parliament weren’t that great, but he hung 
on to the hope that he could do some good. 
Morley was unseated by petition after his 
peers voted him out of parliament in April 
1866. A bit of a blow, he questioned if he’d 
been sufficiently suspicious of friends, but 
took solace in the fact that he’d maintained 
integrity. He stated, in regard to the election, 
that “he never said a word he wished 
unsaid, or did a deed he wished undone.” 

The Bristol branch of the Liberal party still 

believed in him and made it clear that they 
still wanted Morley in their corner, so when 
a seat became available, they approached 
him. In a case of ‘you don’t know what 
you’ve got till it’s gone’, when the 
Nottingham branch heard, they grovelled a 
bit to try and get him back.

He was defeated in Bristol and the hopes of 
electors at Nottingham were revived, asking 
Morley again to represent Nottingham. 
However, it seemed that the opponent in 
Bristol had been up to no good, Morley 
accusing him of “gross and illegal acts”, and 
in June 1868 his opponent was unseated. 
Morley – probably really politely and not 
with a two finger salute – declined to 
return to Nottingham and stood as Bristol’s 
representative for seventeen years.

A long-time fan of Gladstone, you’d think he 
would have been pretty chuffed to be offered 
a peerage by him. But when Gladstone 
wrote to him with the offer in 1885, Morley 
turned it down because he didn’t want to 
appear to have gained personal advantage 
from his selfless acts. If only all politicians 
thought that way, eh? With regards to 
wealth, Morley also saw this as a means to 
an end, giving it value based only on its use 
for noble purposes. He felt that it laid upon 
him the most binding obligations, and that 
he was accountable not only for the right 
use of it, but the best use possible. What a 
guy.

He received hundreds of letters annually 
asking him for his help. Allegedly he read 
each one, and at the top left-hand corner 
of each is a note in his hand, brief but 
functional: yes, no, litho (letter of refusal to 
be sent), inquire further, impossible, sorry, 
unable, acknowledge, don’t know, apologies 
for delay, or amounts to be sent in appeals 
for money. Solely chucking money at things 
wasn’t what he was about, though. If he 
gave to societies, he personally acquainted 

himself with their work, would visit the 
churches he gave assistance to, and took 
pains to make sure that the beneficiaries 
of his help were the right ones, offering his 
knowledge in tandem with any donations.

One of the reforms that Morley believed 
in most was the introduction of a National 
Education scheme. England was behind 
most ‘great’ countries when it came to 
educating the lower classes. More than 
two thirds of children were left without 

‘instruction’ and Morley spent 25 years 
trying to convince the government to 
change this so that every child received a 
good education. More locally, in 1881, the 
University College, Central Library and 
Natural History Museum on Sherwood Street 
and Shakespeare Street were opened. 

The library, however, was a no-child zone 
and was only open to those aged fifteen and 
over, but Morley believed that young ‘uns 
should have access to libraries. He proposed 
to the mayor, “Everywhere in our towns the 
working classes are deluged and poisoned 
with cheap, noxious fiction of the most 
objectionable kind, I should be thankful to 
do something to counteract this mischievous 
influence, and if young people are to have 
fictitious literature, and I see no reason 
why they should not, to do something to 
ensure that all events, it shall be as pure 
and wholesome as we can provide for them. 
I gladly offer £500 as a commencement of a 
library for children...”

Nottingham Corporation didn’t hang around, 
and in 1883 a separate library for children 
was opened about 100 yards from the main 
library. It was the first of its kind, and 
although it’s not been used for this purpose 
for over eighty years now, the building’s still 
there today. 

Later in life, he relaxed a little bit and 
conceded that entertainment and 

amusements were, in moderation, no bad 
thing. He became involved with the ‘Old 
Vic’ – the Victoria Temperance Music Hall – 
a theatre that had been reopened by another 
philanthropist, Emma Cons. Once known 
for being a place to get sloshed and see a 
bit of action, Emma Cons reopened it to 
provide moral and affordable entertainment, 
a place for temperance meetings and ‘penny 
lectures’ by eminent scientists. 

These lectures helped pioneer adult 
education, and not just for the wealthy. 
Morley, satisfied that they were above board 
and not a den of iniquity, offered them his 
financial and personal skills. The popularity 
of the penny lectures led to the opening 
in 1889 of the Morley Memorial College for 
Working Men and Women. The college is 
still going today and maintains a lot of the 
original ethos it was built on.

Morley passed away in 1886, leaving an 
estate of £474,000. As you’d imagine, he 
made sure that this was all distributed and 
dealt with properly. He left instructions to 
the executors that they were under moral 
obligation to fulfil all the promises he had 
made in life. The money went to all the 
causes he had supported, plus he also left 
some legacies to long-serving workers in 
his firm. 

It’s not hard to see why Backlit are proud as 
punch to be associated with him, and why 
they’ve linked his forward-thinking ideas 
with local communities. Their year-long 
programme may be at an end, but from 
what they’ve found, collected and inspired, 
they’ve created Morley Threads, an archive 

– in the least stuffy sense – where you can 
go and delve into the Morley legacy. Get 
stuck in, because we’ve barely scratched the 
surface here. 

backlit.org.uk
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Right back                                     
Henry Kirke White

By age seven, White was teaching the family servant 
to read. He then learned Greek and Latin, got 
accepted to study at Cambridge and had a collection 
of poems published. Not bad for the son of a butcher. 
But his immense potential was lost when he carped it 
at 21. We’d like to give him the chance he never had, 
and the space to run up the right flank and dazzle the 
world with his gifted skills.                        

Centre back                          
Al Needham

Al is easily the funniest writer in Notts and so would distract 
any attacker with his bawdy, irreverent wit. His legendary May 
Contain Notts column created a cult following during his tenure as 
LeftLion editor. He’s written for all of the smutteh magazines and 
has a golden cock with wings on his mantelpiece, after winning 
Sex Blog of the Year. This is a man who has made a career out of 
his tackle, so would be the heart of our defence. 

Manager                           
Ross Bradshaw

Ross is the only person to have opened an independent bookshop this 
century, and so has the guts and balls to sort out our eleven writers. 
As a publisher and organiser of the Lowdham Book Festival, Ross has 
given a voice to the underdog and publishes on a diverse range of 
topics. But he’s a risky selection, as he’ll probably bring our players 
out on strike in aid of better wages and working conditions.  

Left back                                        
Paula Rawsthorne

Paula Rawsthorne’s debut novel The Truth About 
Celia Frost is a fast-paced and chilling thriller, 
exactly the kind of qualities you want for someone 
you need to pelt it up the wing as well as track 
back to support your defence. She may not have the 
thighs of Stuart ‘Psycho’ Pearce, but she certainly 
has the fear factor.    

Centre back
Panya Banjoko

Panya is a performance poet and the hardest grandma 
you’ll ever come across. When she felt black voices were 
underrepresented, she created the Nottingham Black Archive. 
She may only be 4ft something, but she’s built of rock. No one 
would get past her and if they did, she’d retrieve the ball via her 
ankle-long dreadlocks.

Sweepe
Michael Eaton (Captain)

The Cambridge-educated anthropologist has mapped 
out Nottingham’s history across screen and stage, 
from the exploits of notorious Victorian criminal 
Charlie Peace, to the blacklisted Hollywood writers 
who used the fifties Robin Hood TV serial to expose 
the injustices of McCarthyism. Michael, with his 
unequivocal knowledge of Nottingham, would 
orchestrate, play and dominate the park – and still 
find time for a shot of whisky and a cigar.

WORD CUP XI
words: James Walker
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accepted to study at Cambridge and had a collection 
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and the space to run up the right flank and dazzle the 
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you’ll ever come across. When she felt black voices were 
underrepresented, she created the Nottingham Black Archive. 
She may only be 4ft something, but she’s built of rock. No one 
would get past her and if they did, she’d retrieve the ball via her 
ankle-long dreadlocks.

Left back                                        
Paula Rawsthorne

Paula Rawsthorne’s debut novel 
Celia Frost is a fast-paced and chilling thriller, 
exactly the kind of qualities you want for someone 
you need to pelt it up the wing as well as track 
back to support your defence. She may not have the 
thighs of Stuart ‘Psycho’ Pearce, but she certainly 
has the fear factor.    

Centre back
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Sweepe
Michael Eaton (Captain)

The Cambridge-educated anthropologist has mapped 
out Nottingham’s history across screen and stage, 
from the exploits of notorious Victorian criminal 
Charlie Peace, to the blacklisted Hollywood writers 
who used the fifties Robin Hood TV serial to expose 
the injustices of McCarthyism. Michael, with his 
unequivocal knowledge of Nottingham, would unequivocal knowledge of Nottingham, would 
orchestrate, play and dominate the park – and still 
find time for a shot of whisky and a cigar.

Goalkeeper                    
Graham Joyce

Graham Joyce was a writer of 
speculative fiction who has won 
more awards than Cloughie. He 
consistently produced enchanting 
and thought-provoking stories that 
make him a reliable, safe pair of 
hands in the eyes of his readers. It 
also helps that he was a regular first-
choice goalkeeper for the England 
Writers’ Football Team. He described 
his footballing experiences in his 
non-fiction book Simple Goalkeeping 
Made Spectacular. Graham taught 
Creative Writing at NTU from 1996 
until his death in 2014.
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Right wing 
Graham Greene

Greene lived in Nottingham from 1 Nov 1925 to 1 
March 1926 while he worked as a sub-editor on 
the Nottingham Journal. He didn’t enjoy his time 
here, saying “an educated person in Nottingham 
is as rare and precious a find as jam in a wartime 
doughnut”. His eagerness to escape NG, coupled 
with a bipolar disorder that affected both his 
writing and personal life, mean he would be an 
unpredictable winger who would both infuriate and 
delight his home fans.

Centre forward              
Deborah Stevenson

Deborah is used to being followed 
around the park, having featured in 
a two-year Channel 4 documentary 
when she was sixteen. But the reason 
she’s our main striker is because she 
knows how to create opportunities, 
having helped form the Mouthy Poets 
collective. With commissions for 
Louis Vuitton, Oxford University, and 
BBC Radio’s The Verb, the author of 
Pigeon Party is guaranteed to get 
results in whatever she does.

 Centre midfield   
Nicola Monaghan

Nicola’s first two novels feature gutsy female 
heroines who dominate their environments. In 
her debut novel The Killing Jar, Kerrie-Ann Hill 
fights her way out of a tough council estate. In 
Starfishing, the battle takes place on the trade 
floor as Frankie Cavanagh, a LIFFE futures 
trader, has to work and play hard to keep up 
with the boys. Monaghan’s characters will do 
anything to survive and refuse to give up. So 
expect an elbow in the eye and nails down the 
thighs from our very own Roy Keane.

Centre forward
Slavomir Rawicz

Having escaped a Russian gulag 
camp in 1941 and trekked 6,000km to 
his eventual freedom, Rawicz has the 
necessary stamina to keep moving 
throughout a game. His journey saw him 
endure extreme climates from the Gobi 
desert to Siberian blizzards. We have no 
doubt he will slip his marker and create 
an opportunity out of nothing.  

Coach                                              
Ioney Smallhorne

Ioney is a local filmmaker and writer. Her inspiring documentaries 
for the Nottingham Black Archive demonstrate an ability to coerce 
stories out of a broad range of people, and so would know exactly 
what tactics were needed to keep our players motivated.

Left wing                                       
Christopher Richardson

Christopher Richardson is a historian who has written 
about the chartists, socialists and co-operatives that 
emerged in Nottingham in the first half of the nineteenth 
century to fight against industrialisation and the 
inhumanities of the Poor Law. You don’t get more left 
wing than Richardson, and given his love of socialism, 
he’ll be happy to cross the ball over to feed others.  

To celebrate Nottingham’s first year as a City of Football and our UNESCO City of Literature bid – which we find out 
about on Friday 11 December – we got in the dugout and picked a dream team of writers.   

Now, before you start moaning that this dream team of 
pen monkeys doesn’t include our holy trinity of rebels: 
Lord Byron, DH Lawrence and Alan Sillitoe, let us explain 
why they didn’t make the final eleven. Alan Sillitoe had 
no interest in football at all. The only story he ever wrote 

that had a footy theme was called The Match and it’s 
about a frustrated Notts County fan who comes home 
and beats up his wife. DH Lawrence can’t be included 
because he would be too busy arguing with everyone 
and would be sent off before the whistle had even blown. 

As for Lord Byron, where do you start? Putting aside 
his limp, he would be driven to distraction by the tight 
shorts and bare legs, and was not the kind of person who 
would follow instructions. So he’s out too…
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is as rare and precious a find as jam in a wartime 
doughnut”. His eagerness to escape NG, coupled 
with a bipolar disorder that affected both his 
writing and personal life, mean he would be an 
unpredictable winger who would both infuriate and 
delight his home fans.

Having escaped a Russian gulag 
camp in 1941 and trekked 6,000km to 
his eventual freedom, Rawicz has the 
necessary stamina to keep moving 
throughout a game. His journey saw him 
endure extreme climates from the Gobi 
desert to Siberian blizzards. We have no 
doubt he will slip his marker and create 
an opportunity out of nothing.  
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Nicola’s first two novels feature gutsy female 
heroines who dominate their environments. In 
her debut novel 
fights her way out of a tough council estate. In 
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floor as Frankie Cavanagh, a LIFFE futures 
trader, has to work and play hard to keep up 
with the boys. Monaghan’s characters will do 
anything to survive and refuse to give up. So 
expect an elbow in the eye and nails down the 
thighs from our very own Roy Keane.
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When daily life sweeps us up in its 
whirlwind of normality, we can often 
forget to step back and take stock of the 
circumstances in which we exist. While 
such terror and turmoil rages outside of 
our borders, it is vital to appreciate the 
liberties we enjoy and consider where such 
freedoms came from. In our age of self-
proclaimed sophisticated ‘civility’, we can 
also forget just how recent many of these 
advancements of society are. The twentieth 
century brought us the automobile, 
Tupperware, cat’s eyes, and central heating. 
But aside from these lovely material 
comforts, it also saw vital battles being 
fought for civil rights and democracy.

Little more than a hundred years ago, at 
the dawn of the Edwardian era, these rights 
were determined by a select and privileged 
group of male property owners who were 
solely allowed to contribute to the political 
arena. Society at large: the working class, 
ethnic minorities and, of course, women, 
were denied the right to vote or stand 
for parliament, and some of them were 
getting a little ticked off with such a 
discriminatory narrative. 

It was in 1980 that an enterprising pupil 
from Bristol posted an ad in a local paper 
requesting any new information on the 
subject of local suffragettes. A dock 
worker replied explaining that he was 
aware of an unclaimed trunk which he 
believed might contain items of interest. It 
transpired that this mysterious loot was 
the correspondence and speeches of Helen 
Watts, documenting her involvement with 
the suffragette movement in Nottingham. 
Permission was obtained to copy the 
documents, ensuring they were passed 
on to the Nottinghamshire Archives 
where they became a valuable source of 
information about the life of a suffragette 
campaigner, and the dramatic tale of a 
Lenton vicar’s daughter turned radical 
activist came to light.

Helen Watts was born in 1881 into a middle 
class family in Durham, and moved with 
her family to Nottingham in 1893 when 
her father became the Vicar of Holy Trinity 
in Lenton. Inspired to join the Women’s 
Social and Political Union (WSPU) after 
hearing Christabel Pankhurst speak at a 
meeting in December 1907, Helen 
dedicated herself to the suffragette cause 
and became a key figure in establishing the 
Nottingham branch.

In post-Victorian England it was highly 
unacceptable for a woman to be involved 
in any public demonstration, and Helen 
initially disagreed with the use of 

confrontational tactics that were popular 
in some divisions of the suffragette 
movement. She soon became more active 
however, realising her independent 
lifestyle incurred little in the way of 
sacrifice compared to many of her 
comrades with family responsibilities. 

In 1909, she was imprisoned in Holloway 
following her involvement with a 
demonstration outside the House of 
Commons. All first time offending 
suffragettes were offered the opportunity 
to pay a fine to avoid imprisonment, an 
opportunity which Helen, along with the 
vast majority of suffragettes declined. 
Sacrificing their freedom brought valuable 
publicity to their cause.

The news of her imprisonment made quite 
a splash back at home, and many of the 
archived letters were sent during this 
time. They reveal much about the strong 
network of friendship on which the activist 
group was formed, and the involvement 
and support of Helen’s own family. Indeed, 
many of the letters from fellow suffragettes 
and sympathisers were written not to 
Helen, but to her parents, praising the 
actions of their brave daughter.

Upon her release one month later, she was 
met with a heroine’s welcome back in 
Nottingham. Her modicum of fame left her 
in great demand as a speaker at meetings 
and events. Using her lively and practical 
mind to present a balanced and thoughtful 
view of the suffragette cause, she reminded 
audiences that most suffragettes were 
ordinary women with everyday concerns, 
and raised debates on many other issues 
including low wages, insurance and 
pension rights, and wider gender politics.

Votes for women 
will not be won by 

drawing-room chatter... it 
has got to be fought for in 
the market-places, and if 
we don’t fight for it, no 
one else will.
Far from scaring her straight, Helen’s time 
in prison only spurred her convictions, 
and it was not long before she met again 
with authorities. In September of the 
same year, she was arrested in Leicester 
for demonstrating outside a meeting at 
which MP Winston Churchill was due to 
speak. Police arrested the protesters on 

grounds of ‘disorderly conduct’, a claim 
which Helen ardently denied, arguing 
she had merely committed the offence of 
standing peacefully still when being told 
to move. Challenging the sentence of five 
days’ imprisonment, Helen refused to wear 
prison clothes and went on a hunger strike 

– a form of protest widely used by militant 
suffragettes to protest their categorisation 
as criminals rather than political prisoners. 
Despite being threatened with force-
feeding, the barbaric retaliation commonly 
in use by authorities at the time, she 
seemed to avoid this indignity and was 
released.

In a speech she gave not long after, she 
spoke with impassioned eloquence about 
the importance of organisation and joining 
together in public solidarity to appeal to 
those she saw as the real sovereign power 
of this country – the people. In her own 
words, "Votes for women will not be won 
by drawing-room chatter... it has got to be 
fought for in the market-places, and if we 
don't fight for it, no one else will."  

When the WSPU turned to increasingly 
militant tactics, including arson and 
vandalism, Helen left the group in favour of 
the non-violent Women’s Freedom League 
which had recently formed in response to 
the changing nature of the WSPU. Beyond 
her activism, little more is known of Helen’s 
life, but it is documented that she served as 
a nurse in Bath during the first world war 

and emigrated to Canada in 1965.  
Although at a glance, British society has 
come a long way, the struggle to shape 
democracy fairly and provide equal human 
rights is, of course, still raging. To be 
represented fairly by those in power, whose 
decisions inevitably shape our communities, 
is crucial, but so is the need for ordinary 
people like Helen Watts, who stand as 
one in larger movements of countless 
individuals to ensure the voice of the people 
is heard.

The beauty of studying these historical 
characters is in the retrospective evidence 
that gradual change can be made. Today, 
thanks to the courage and determination 
of individuals such as Helen Watts, we 
are able to display our dissent without 
risking our families, homes and everyday 
security. Despite being accustomed to our 
fundamental freedoms, we should never 
abandon striving for the ideals of true 
democracy and equality, which although 
may never be fully realised, are still 
imperative to fight for.

The Dilettante Society Meeting, The 
Gladstone, Carrington, Monday 14 December, 
7.30pm, free. All welcome – the more the 
merrier. 

facebook.com/thedilettantesociety

In a collective movement, the fascinating, individual stories 
that demonstrate a day-to-day, personal dedication often 
become lost along the way. If it had not been for a most 
curious discovery a century after her birth, this too would 
have been the case for one Helen Kirkpatrick Watts, an 
ardent suffragette from Nottingham who sacrificed a 
comfortable life to challenge social norms and shape 
our democracy.
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New Art Exchange 
39–41 Gregory Blvd
Hyson Green
Nottingham NG7 6BE
Opposite The Forest 
tram stop!

www.nae.org.uk 
info@nae.org.uk 
0115 924 8630

LARISSA SANSOUR 

IN THE FUTURE  
THEY ATE FROM  
THE FINEST 
PORCELAIN 
15 January – 13 March 2016

New and existing works exploring the cross-section 
between sci-fi, archaeology and politics.

FREE ENTRY • open every day

LAUNCH EVENT:  
Thursday 14 January, 6pm – 9pm  

Image credit: In the Future They Ate From the Finest 
Porcelain 2, diasec, 100x200cm, Larissa Sansour, 2014.

Amber L Snow
Jellyfish Short Slip

This item is a handmade, hand-
embroidered dress made from 
purple tulle, from my Virtues 
of Venus capsule range. It can 
be layered and worn as day or 
evening wear, or as lingerie. It 
was created to be a playful and 
expressive piece, where the 
customer could have fun and 
wear it how they wished.

Throughout my work, I want 
to ensure that this traditional, 
diminishing way of hand 
finishing remains a part of 
today’s fashion, and everything 

I make is directly influenced by 
traditional couture in one way 
or another. I wanted Virtues of 
Venus to respectfully represent 
couture by being clothing of high-
quality fit and finish, and being 
heavily structured around all the 
traditional practices of couture. 
I added a casual streetwear and 
current twist into it, though, 
giving it a fresh and relatable 
approach. It took around 33 hours 
of work and was made in my 
home studio. 

I use my work as a form of 
communication and expression 
and to help draw attention 
to the things that I feel need 
addressing, such as social 
stigmas surrounding youth 
cultures, disabilities, eco-fashion, 
environmental awareness and 
conservation. I wanted Virtues 
of Venus to help to increase 
consideration towards our 
oceans, encouraging their 
protection, so that we are able 
to continue to explore and learn 
about how resourceful, beautiful, 
diverse and important they are to 
our planet.

One of the best reactions to this 
item was when I was at the Bird 
in Borrowed Feathers market in 

Nottingham in August, and had 
a little girl come up to my stall 
with her parents and get really 
excited about the dress and how 
its tentacles moved. Since then, 
I’ve had a few suggestions to do 
kidswear, which is something I’d 
like to explore in the future.

I’ve had my own business for 
just over two years now, where 
I started off mostly working 
as a freelance designer, tailor 
and pattern cutter for other 
businesses. It’s only recently that 
I’ve been promoting myself as a 
new independent design label 
called Amber L Snow, with its 
own designs and mini capsule 
diffusion ranges. 

It’s still developing day by day, 
but I’ve really enjoyed the whole 
experience so far. I’m able to 
explore my ideas as well as 
represent and build my label with 
what I produce, and it’s lovely 
to receive interest and support 
from people who want to buy and 
write about my things.

thebigyellowbag.blogspot.com

photographer: Deborah Selwood  
stylist and fashion designer: Amber L Snow 

MUA: Monica Montalvo 
nails: Sarah Wright 

hair stylist: Annette Grey 
model: JoJo Pearson

Art Works



PICK OF THE MONTH

Get weekly updates of Nottingham events at leftlion.co.uk/newsletter

Christmas Covers Party
The Bodega 

Christmas Shopping
Nottingham City Centre

Buckle up comrades, it’s that time again. Aunt Gladys wants a new leccy toothbrush 
after wearing out the one you got her last year – gawd knows how, it was an Oral Bizzle 
an’ all – and yer nippers are screaming at the top of their little lungs for a top-of-the-
range Frostbite Mini Onion Legolas Kitchen Race Track. Or whatever the bleedin’ hell 
it was they said. So, jump on the Bendigo Thompson tram and pray to the Dear Lord 
Baby Jesus that you can soak up some fighting spirit for the onslaught that’s about to 
come your way. Clumber Street is only for the hardcore. Avoid at all costs, unless you 
want to get trampled by the most intense, Santa hat-sporting mams of the UK. And if 
you fancied just ‘nipping in’ to grab a couple of bubble bath boxes from Boowutts, don’t. 
Just brushing past a frantic nutcase shopper will infect you with frenzy like the venereal 
disease they are, and you’ll end up leaving town with gift-wrapped bogroll, ornamental 
dragons, and a book on the history of the Facebook status. All for the bargain price of 
£562.82. Be wise, stay safe and, for the love of Cockleman, stay out of Broado.

Tram ticket either free or fifty quid depending on inconspicuousness.

Try as you might, there is no escaping the influx of red, 
white and green stripes, bearded blokes and swelling 
waistlines December brings. So you may as well just go 
with it and grab yersen a ticket to the panto, duck. This 
year, it’s the story of Dick Whittington – a young country 
lad who leaves home for the big wide world with his 
cheeky mog in tow. Directed by the wonderful Kenneth 
Alan Taylor, the show is set to be a spectacle – and a 
hilarious one at that – with the Nottingham Playhouse 
Theatre Company on hand to deliver songs with a smile. 
Go on. You know you want to.

Tickets from £25.50, Nottingham Playhouse website.

Every bleeder’s gone loopy for looping at the minute, 
what with beatboxing extraordinaire Motormouf starting 
his new monthly Loopers night up at The Maze. So 
it’s the perfect time for local legend Petebox to hit his 
hometown once more, with music all birthed from the 
gob. With support from Londoners Too Many Ts, inclusive 
of their golden-era hip hop vibes, the night is set to 
go off with some of the maddest and most innovative 
sounds. If you’ve ever seen Mr ‘Box before, you’ll know 
his performance will leave you with a gaping mouth, 
gagging to swallow some mad skills. If you’ve never 
had the pleasure, now’s your chance to see a true 
Nottingham legend. Don’t miss out.

Tickets £11.20 , available online at alt-tickets.co.uk

The brainchild of Rose Blah and JoJoW of the NG:She 
radio show, WLL, Rebel Women and The Lofthouse have 
joined forces to unite women of all ages in a safe space. 
Discussing the bonds formed between females – be they 
mothers, daughters, friends, sisters or lovers – women 
over the age of eighteen are encouraged to head over to 
Warser Gate for some veggie food, good company, and 
some proper woman-power films, including A Question 
of Silence and Carry Greenham Home. There’ll even be 
some performance poetry from founder of Blackdrop, 
Michelle Mother Hubbard, and live music from Notts’ 
own singer-songwriter, Marita. Gerron down, have a 
butchers, and get your discussion on. Up the women.

Free entry before 3.30pm, after that it’s £4 on the door.

Nottingham bands have been known to blast amplifiers around the city in style. We 
get quoted as a city to watch, a music scene on the rise, and all that lovely stuff. But 
for one night of the year, some of the best bands to roam our gig venues chuck their 
proverbial popped collars out the window, trading ‘em in for Christmas joy, and belt out 
their favourite festive earworms. Now in its fourteenth year, the annual knees-up shows 
no sign of backing down. Good news for every musical bogger who likes to get wappy 
over the jollies – makers and lovers alike. Plus, it’s all for charity. Nottinghamshire 
Hospice and Framework can look forward to a split pot of Christmas cheer all thanks to 
the likes of Ulysses Storm, Blunt Mountains, The Cusp, Dog Explosion, 8mm Orchestra, 
Revenge of Calculon, Twenty Year Hurricane, The Shandy-Las and more. Not only will 
you get to sing your heart out along with a crowd of merry fellows and lasses, but 
you’ll get all the warm fuzzies after donating summat for the communiteh. This one’s 
definitely gonna be a sell-out, so bag ‘em while you can.

Tickets £7.75, available online from alt-tickets.co.uk

Like magpies, we love new, shiny things. We especially 
love them when they raise money for good causes. 
Unlike magpies. The selfish bastards. Any road, new 
event Screen:Play is pooling cash for the Nottingham 
Rape Crisis Centre’s Journey to Recovery Fund, which 
provides those on a low income with the opportunity 
to travel to counselling sessions as well as access to 
free childcare while in attendance. Here’s the deal: a 
band play some kick-ass tunes and then pick a film for 
afterwards. For the first event, we can look forward to 
all-female, punky five-piece Babe Punch and nineties 
classic 10 Things I Hate About You. All with a raffle, cake 
and popcorn. Swell.

Free entry.

Parody thrash metal band Lawnmower Deth are 
making their way to the legendary Rock City in time 
for Christmas. Yep, the Earache Records stalwarts are 
coming to whack a smile on the face of the mosh pit with 
their tongue-in-cheek tunes. And it’s all in celebration 
of Rock City’s 35th birthday. So crack out the party 
hats, blowers and banners and get down to big up your 
favourite gig venue by rolling around on the floor to tunes 
like March of the Dweebs and I Got The Clap And My 
Knob Fell Off. There can’t be many better ways to spend 
your Satdee night, especially with acts like Slade UK, 
Reign of Fury and Beholder as support to boot.

Tickets £18.15, available from alt-tickets.co.uk.

Dick Whittington
Nottingham 
Playhouse

Women Awake
The Lofthouse

Write Minds
City Arts

Screen:Play
Rough Trade

Lawnmower Deth
Rock City
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There are other ways of accessing Christmas cheer 
without having to confine yourself to the utter madness 
of the shops and pubs. Creative writing is a great way to 
heal the brain in the face of dark days, and Write Minds 
recognise that. If you’re aged 16 – 25 and have been 
affected by self-harm, you can attend workshops every 
Monday with professional poets – they’ll help to develop 
your creative skills, while compiling research into the 
effectiveness of the project alongside an interactive, 
digital poetry pamphlet. There’s even a documentary 
being made about it, and the chance for participants 
to perform with Mouthy Poets. Drop Hayley an email at 
hayley@write-minds.uk if you want to get involved. 

Free entry, make sure you drop ‘em a line though.

The Petebox
Rescue Rooms

SUN

6 DEC
12.30pm

TUES 

1 DEC
THURS

24 DEC

SAT

19 DEC
7.30pm

FRI

11 DEC
6.30pm

THURS

10 DEC
7pm

SAT

19 DEC
3.30pm

EVERY

MONDAY
6pm

TUES 

1 DEC

SAT

16 JAN
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FRIDAY 4 DEC

 Nottingham Rugby V 
Yorkshire Carnegie 
Nottingham Rugby Club 
7:45pm

 Kelly’s Heroes
The Old Cottage Tavern 
8pm - 11:30pm

 Bopp 
The Bowery Club 
£2, 10pm

 Something for 
the Weekend 
Baresca 
Free, 9:30pm

 The Mod Fathers 
The Approach 
£10, 7pm

 Jonah Matranga 
The Guitar Bar, Hotel Deux 
8pm

 Vince Ripper and The 
Rodent Show 
The Doghouse 
8pm

 Chunk! No, 
Captain Chunk 
The Bodega 
£9, 7pm

 You Want Fox + No! 
Disco + The Damn Heavy 
+ Catbone 
The Running Horse 
Free, 8pm

FRIDAY 4 DEC

 Subway Circus + Shane 
De Silva + Daniel Ison 
The Lord Roberts 
Free, 8pm

 Reggae Take Over: 
Gentleman’s Dub Club 
Spanky Van Dykes 
£17.50, 9pm

 South Jack Street 
First Birthday 
The Market Bar 
£5/£6/£7, 10pm

 Mimm and Local 
Motive present Om Unit 
The Irish Centre 
£4/£6/£8, 10pm

 Little Giants 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 Janet Kay + Monique 
Henry + Nadia Latoya + 
Lisa Hendricks + Louis 
Scott + Hemulen Soundz 
The Maze 
£10/£12.50/£15, 8:30pm

 Dynamo 
Capital FM Arena 
£36.40 - £126, 8pm

 Mississippi Grind 
Broadway Cinema 
£15 - £20

 Sunset Song 
Broadway Cinema 
£15 - £20

FRIDAY 4 DEC

 Guy Maile 
The Fox & Crown 
Free, 9pm

 YeuYoga 
The Place Activity Centre 
6:15pm - 7:30pm

 “Work!” - Nottingham 
Market Relaunch 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 8pm

 Brendan Riley + 
Addy van der Borgh + 
Bobby Mair 
Jongleurs Comedy Club
£25 - £55, 6:30pm

 Just The Tonic:
Gary Delaney + 
Addy Borgh + 
Darrell Martin 
Das Kino 
£6/£10, 9pm

 Frank McMahon 
Book Launch 
Nottingham Writers’ 
Studio 
Free, 7pm

 Christmas at 
Newstead Abbey 
Newstead Abbey 
free/£5, 2pm - 10pm

 Christmas Party Night 
The Glee Club 
£14/£29/£32, 7pm

SATURDAY 5 DEC

 Nottm Forest V Fulham 
Nottingham Forest 
Football Club 
3pm

 KOLD Chillin 
Christmas Hip Hop and 
Breaks Special 
The Old Angel 
Free, 8pm - 3am

 Rapture
Bar Eleven 
Free, 10pm - 3am

 Wildside! 
Ye Olde Salutation Inn 
Free, 12am

 The Spook School + 
ChorusGirl + Wolf Girl 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
7pm

 Golden Troubadours 
The Guitar Bar, Hotel Deux 
£5, 8pm

 Phlexx Records present 
The Afterdark Movement 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 8pm

 Um-Kongo! presents 
Blend Mishkin 
The Alley Cafe 
£4/£5, 9pm

 Tumble Christmas 
Bassline Special 
The Bodega 
£6, 11pm

 Tazer 
Stealth 
£5, 10pm

 Handel’s Messiah 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£13 - £22, 7pm

 Shimmer 
The Riverbank Bar & 
Kitchen 
£5, 11pm

 Vince Eager and The 
Memphis Tones 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 Seven Little Sisters 
+ The Most Ugly Child 
+ The Star Botherers + 
Quiet Loner 
The Maze 
£8/£10, 8pm

 Rich Hampson and 
Timm Sure (Coyote DJs) 
Baresca 
Free, 9pm

 YARD Young People’s 
Theatre: Diary Entry 
The New Art Exchange 
£4, 6pm - 9pm

 Free Family Fun 
in December 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 11am - 3pm

 Letterpress Christmas 
Card Workshop 
The Malt Cross 
£50, 10am

SATURDAY 5 DEC 

 Crafternoon: Revisit, 
Reclaim, Reuse 
Debbie Bryan 
Free, 11am - 10pm

 Sherlock Holmes and 
the Case of the 
Christmas Carol 
Bonington Theatre 
7:30pm

 Dynamo 
Capital FM Arena 
£36.40 - £126, 8pm

 Aladdin 
Theatre Royal 
£15 - £33.50

 The Muppet 
Christmas Carol 
Broadway Cinema 
£3.60, 2:45pm

 Dr Bike
Sneinton Hermitage 
Community Centre 
11am - 3pm

 Hands On at the 
Museum: A Merry 
Medieval Christmas 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£4, 11:15am

 Christmas 
Smash Party 
National Videogame 
Arcade 
Free, 12pm

 Costume Creations 
with Amanda Russell 
The New Art Exchange 
Free, 12pm

 Greetings I Bring With 
Ben Harriott 
The New Art Exchange 
Free, 2pm

 Great Christmas Show 
Wollaton Park 
£2/£5, 10am - 10pm

 Political Posters of the 
Occupy Protest Wave 
Nottingham Castle 
Free, 2pm - 10pm

 Alex Boardman + 
Addy van der Borgh + 
Bobby Mair 
Jongleurs Comedy Club
£30 - £55, 6:30pm

 Johnny Vegas Hosts 
Nottingham Xmas Just 
The Tonic Show 
The Forum 
£12.50/£15, 6:30pm

 Book Launch Party: 
2015 Edition of You is 
for University 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 
£10, 7pm - 10pm

 Woolly Tellers 
Christmas Tales From 
The Cave 
The Malt Cross 
£7, 7:30pm

 Car Boot 
Birchover Community 
Centre 
Free, 2pm - 10pm

SUNDAY 6 DEC

 Kelly’s Heroes 
Queen’s Head 
6pm - 8pm

 Christmas Concert 
The Albert Hall 
£5, 3pm

 The Rezillos + Thee 
Eviltones + The 
Terrorsaurs 
The Doghouse 
£15, 7pm

 Nothing but Ska and 
DJ Hallam 
The Southbank Bar 
9pm

 Grimethorpe Colliery 
Band: Brassed Off 
at Christmas 
Royal Concert Hall 
£19.50 - £22.50, 7:30pm

 University Sinfonia 
Trent Building, University 
of Nottingham 
£5/£9, 7:30pm

 Nick Harper 
The Maze 
£13.50, 8pm

 Bookbinding for 
Writers with Hilke Kurzke 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 
£45, 10am

 Workshop for Adults: 
Man and Beast 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£50/£55, 10am

 The Ladykillers 
Broadway Cinema 
£4 - £8.20, 2pm

 My Beautiful 
Laundrette 
Broadway Cinema 
£4 - £8.20, 12:15pm

 Coloured Souls 
Presents: ‘Street Sessions’ 
Open Viewing 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 3pm

 Speed Dating 
Missoula Montana 
£20, 7:30pm - 10pm

 Lazy Daisy’s Vintage 
Christmas Afternoon Teas 
Wollaton Park 
£15, 12pm

 Nottingham 
Clarion Choir 
The Place Activity Centre 
7:30pm - 9pm

 Community Food Swap 
Green’s Windmill 
Free, 1pm - 10pm

 Giggle Aid Nottingham 
The Approach 
£15, 7pm - 11pm

 Christmas Jazz Jam 
The Malt Cross 
£7, 6pm

 Christmas Market 
Riverbank Bar & Kitchen 
11am
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THE GRANBY KITCHEN

Eating a proper home cooked meal and falling asleep on the sofa while watching Corrie 
is a winter luxury we shouldn’t take for granted. Without getting preachy, we reckon 
we can all do summat to help those who can’t afford to feed themselves this winter. The 
Granby Kitchen on Station Street are doing just that.

Every Tuesday and Thursday from 3pm - 4pm, they’re offering free meals for the 
homeless in our city, but they need your help to do it. Just £2.50 will fill a belly.

They’re also open for the general public and, for £3.50, you can enjoy a proper home 
cooked dinner, gravy and all, in a place that proper gives you the community feels. We 
know it’s an expensive time of year, but sacrifice that extra pack of mince pies for Aunt 
Gladys, and do something that’ll make a huge difference to someone you don’t know. 
It’s what Christmas is all about, after all.  

facebook.com/granbykitchen

MONDAY 7 DEC

 Write Minds - Creative 
Writing for Young People 
Affected by Self Harm 
City Arts Nottingham 
Free, 6pm

 Christmas in the City
The Albert Hall 
£4 - £6.50, 7pm

 Jean Martyn 
Bonington Theatre 
£4.50/£6/£7.50, 7:30pm

 Hacktivist 
The Bodega 
£9, 7pm

 Guitar Lessons for 
Asylum Seekers 
The Malt Cross 
7pm

 Live at Lunch - 
Christmas Carols and 
Festive Songs 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
Free, 1pm

 Dick Whittington - 
Pay What You Can 
Nottingham Playhouse 
7:30pm

 Cuba: Defending 
Socialism, Resisting 
Imperialism Film 
Screening and Discussion 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 7pm

 Hard to be a God 
Broadway Cinema 
£4 - £8.20, 7:15pm

 Going Global! 
Lunchtime Talks 
Djanogly Theatre 
Free, 1pm

 Learn Crime from the 
Experts #2: Murder, with 
Stuart Gibbon 
Nottingham Writers’ 
Studio 
£10/£15, 7pm - 9pm

 Going Global! 
Lunchtime Talks 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
Free, 1pm

TUESDAY 8 DEC

 Come and Drum 
The Place Activity Centre 
£5/£6, 7:30pm - 9:30pm

 Unplugged Showcase: 
Joe Barber’s Blues Night 
Bunkers Hill 
Free, 8pm

 Alt-J 
Capital FM Arena 
£32.48 - £72, 7:30pm

 YMCA Digital presents 
The Young Creatives 
Annual Showcase 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 6:30pm

 The Bakery: Winter 
Closing Party 
Stealth 
10pm

 The Charlatans Signing 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 5pm

 Variety Open Mic 
Featuring Adrian Roye 
The Malt Cross 
Free, 7pm

 JazzTrane 
The Maze 
£5, 7:30pm

 Nine Lives 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 7pm - 8:30pm

 Jane Eyre 
Broadway Cinema 
£12/£14, 7pm

 Literature Projects 
Pecha Kucha 
Nottingham Writers’ 
Studio 
7pm

 Phlebas 
Bar Eleven 
£3, 10pm

 Racing Room 
The Dragon 
£5, 7pm

WEDNESDAY 9 DEC

 Simply Red 
Capital FM Arena 
£50.40 - £140, 7:30pm

 Ethan Johns 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 7pm

 Midnight Wire + Paper 
Shop Dave + Puppet 
Rebellion + No Disco + 
Arc Isla 
The Maze 
£5, 7:30pm

 Bronze Sculpture: 
Creating for Casting 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£120/£130, 6:30pm

 Listen To Me Marlon 
Broadway Cinema 
£4 - £8, 8:15pm

 Pixelheads 
National Videogame 
Arcade 
£3/£4, 5:30pm

 Meet Stuart Ashen 
Waterstones 
Free, 5pm

 A Dalek Has A 
Puncture by Simon 
Fisher-Becker 
Five Leaves Bookshop 
£3, 7pm

 Crosswords Spoken 
Word Open Mic 
The Malt Cross 
Free, 7:30pm

THURSDAY 10 DEC

 NTU Music 
Christmas Concert 
The Newton Building
£5/£8, 7:30pm

 Babe Punch
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 7pm

 Robyn Hughes-Jones 
Baresca 
Free, 7pm

 J. J. Quintet 
The Hand and Heart 
Free, 8pm

THURSDAY 10 DEC

 I’m Not From London 
Open Mic Night 
The Running Horse 
Free, 7pm

 Beer For The Soul 
The Bodega 
Free, 7pm

 Georgie - Following 
The 20 Mile Road Tour 
The Maze 
£4, 7:30pm

 The Study Sessions: 
Queer of Colour 
Feminisms and the 
Meaning of “Home” 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 6:30pm - 8:30pm

 Christmas Ceramics 
with Natalie Roberts 
The Malt Cross 
£35, 6:30pm

 Conceiving Ada 
Broadway Cinema 
£4 - £8.20, 7:30pm

 Public Lecture: 
Derek Gannon on 
Transformation in 
the Media and 
Charity Sectors 
The Newton Building, 
Nottingham Trent 
University 
Free, 5:45pm

 Nicholas Daniel and 
Britten Oboe Quartet 
Djanogly Recital Hall 
£15.50/£16.50, 7:30pm

 Dr Bike 
Meadows One Stop Shop 
Free, 11am - 1:30pm

 Christmas Party Night 
with Andy Robinson + 
Tom Wrigglesworth + 
Sol Bernstein 
The Glee Club 
£14/£29/£32, 7pm

 Kevin Bridges 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£25, 8pm

FRIDAY 11 DEC

 Bopp 
The Bowery Club 
£2, 10pm

 The Fiona Stein 
Association 
Baresca 
Free, 9:30pm

 Detonate Christmas 
Party with Mike Skinner, 
Murkage and Tonga 
Undisclosed Location 
10pm

 Duran Duran 
Capital FM Arena 
£50.40 - £108, 7:30pm

 House of Thieves 
The Bodega 
£5, 7pm

 INFL presents 
Three Girl Rhumba 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 7pm

 The Petebox 
The Rescue Rooms 
Free, 7:30pm

 Cover From 
Another Brother 
The Lofthouse 
Free, 8pm

 Dollop with 
Jackmaster, Jasper 
James and more
Stealth 
£12/£14/£15, 10pm

 The Proclaimers 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£28.50, 7:30pm

 Pete Donaldson 
Blues Band 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 Headcheck Christmas 
Knees Up with 
Brain’s All Gone + 
Hearts Under Fire 
The Maze 
£5, 7pm

FRIDAY 11 DEC

 Live Performance: 
Danai Anesiadou 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free., 7pm - 8:30pm

 Grandma 
Broadway Cinema 
£4 - £8.20

 Peggy Guggenheim: 
Art Addict 
Broadway Cinema 
£4 - £8.20

 The Forbidden Room 
Broadway Cinema 
£4 - £8.20

 YeuYoga 
The Place Activity Centre 
7:45pm - 9pm

 Astronomy in 
the Forest 
Sherwood Pines 
£15, 10:30am - 10pm

 Meet the Ghosts of 
Nottingham Castle 
Nottingham Castle 
£15, 7:30pm - 10pm

 Christmas Party Night 
with Andy Robinson + 
Tom Wrigglesworth + 
Sol Bernstein 
The Glee Club 
£14/£29/£32, 7pm

 Toby Hadoke + Dana 
Alexander + Steve 
Shanyaski 
Jongleurs Comedy Club 
£25 - £55, 6:30pm

 Just The Tonic 
presents Dane Baptise + 
Tim Clark 
Das Kino 
£9/£10, 6:30pm

 Sherwood 
Writers’ Group 
The Place Activity Centre 
£2, 7:30pm - 9:30pm

 The Fiona Stein 
Association 
Baresca 
Free, 9:30pm

ENTER SHIKARI

If synthesised screamo rock is your bag, then boy oh boy have we got a treat in store for 
you. Surprise your former emo girlfriend with two tickets to see Enter Shikari play the 
Capital FM Arena on Saturday 20 February.

You’ll win mega brownie points, and not even have to spend a penny. You don’t even 
have to do owt taxing to be in with the chance of winning. 

All we’re asking you to do is drop us an email with the subject line as ‘Enter Shikari’, 
and with your full name, email address and phone number. Then we can drop your 
name into our imaginary, magical gig competition-winning hat. 

To be in with a chance, you have to enter by Wednesday 10 February. That’s plenty of 
time to psych yourself up for the mammoth email task ahead.

Send your name, email address and phone number to win@leftlion.co.uk
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SATURDAY 12 DEC

 Mansfield V 
Leyton Orient 
Mansfield Town FC 
3pm

 Pirate-Sec Homeless 
Food Donation
Nottingham City Centre 
Free, 12pm - 8pm

 Cannon Bone + Cat 
Bone + Vinyl Revolution 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
7pm

 Frank Sinatra - His Way 
Bonington Theatre 
£5/£10/£12, 7:30pm

 Alice Game Jam 
National Videogame Arcade 
Free, 10am

 Tazer 
The Bodega 
£3, 7pm

 Clash Money: 
Clashmas Special 
Undisclosed Location 
£3, 6pm

 Drunken Lullabies 
Presents: Willowen and 
Special Guests 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 2pm

 DJ Russell Fenby 
Presents: ‘The Northern 
Soul Night’ No.4 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 7pm

SATURDAY 12 DEC

 Wrighty from 
Soul Buggin’ 
Baresca 
Free, 9pm

 Gallery Tour: Farsi, 
Arabic and Italian 
The New Art Exchange 
Free, 12pm

 Family Workshop: 
Rub-a-dub Dance with 
Roxzine Alagbala 
The New Art Exchange 
Free, 2pm - 4pm

 Hands On at the 
Museum: Getting Crafty 
at Christmas 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£8, 1:30pm

 Christmas Market 
Bridgeway Centre, 
Meadows 
Free, 11am - 3pm

 Motormouf + Luke 
Whittemore + Frankie 
Vacuum + Daz Capp + DH 
Lawrence & The 
Vaudeville Skiffle Show 
Beauvale Priory 
Free, 8pm - 12:30am

 Santa in the Bastion 
Nottingham Castle 
£3, 10am

 Family Christmas Fun 
and Craft Fair 
Wollaton Park 
£3, 11am

SATURDAY 12 DEC 

 Christmas Crackers: A 
Talk by Janette Merilion 
Nottingham Castle 
£4, 2pm

 Christmas Carols in 
the Millyard 
Green’s Windmill 
Free, 3pm

 Toby Hadoke + 
Dana Alexander + 
Steve Shanyaski 
Jongleurs Comedy Club 
£25 - £55, 6:30pm

 Just The Tonic present 
Philberto + Dave Longley 
+ Tim Clark 
The Forum 
£10/£12.50, 6:30pm

 The Five Challenges 
of the Indie Author 
with Gareth Baker 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 
6pm

 Boom 
The Forum 
Free, 10:30pm

 Dr Bike 
Wollaton Park 
Free, 11am - 1:30pm

 Free Family Fun 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 11am - 3pm

 Bulwell Cycle Centre 
Bulwell Riverside Centre 
Free, 10am

SUNDAY 13 DEC

 Nottingham Forest LFC 
V Bradford City WFC 
Basford United 
Football Club 
£1.50/£3, 2pm

 Johnny and 
the Raindrops
The Polish Club 
£4/£14/£18, 3pm

 Carol Concert 
Patchings Art Centre 
£7.50/£8.50, 7:30pm

 Def Leppard + 
Whitesnake 
Capital FM Arena 
£50.40 - £88, 6:45pm

 Lacey 
The Bodega 
£7/£12, 6pm

 Deeper Than Roots 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 3pm

 The Glenn 
Miller Orchestra 
Royal Concert Hall 
£21.50 - £25.50, 3pm

 Load of Meat: 
Live Music and BBQ 
The Maze 
£5, 5pm

 Sunday Life 
Drawing Class 
The Place Activity Centre 
£10, 10am - 1pm

 Crochet Edgings 
Knit Knit Nottingham 
£30, 10:30am

 Crafternoon: 
Snowflake Decorations 
Debbie Bryan 
£33, 11am

 Crafternoon: Hand-
Built Necklace 
Debbie Bryan 
£25, 3pm

 Chocolat 
Broadway Cinema 
£4 - £8.20, 2pm

 Letter From An 
Unknown Woman 
Broadway Cinema 
£4 - £8.20, 12:15pm

 Lazy Daisy’s Vintage 
Christmas Afternoon Teas 
Wollaton Park 
£15, 12pm

 Laughter Therapy 
The Place Activity Centre 
10:30am - 6pm

 Nottingham 
Clarion Choir 
The Place Activity Centre 
7:30pm - 9pm

 Alice Game Jam 
National Videogame 
Arcade 
Free, 10am

 Christmas PixelHeads 
National Videogame 
Arcade 
£3/£4, 5:30pm

MONDAY 14 DEC

 WWE NXT UK 
Takeover 
Capital FM Arena 
£22.40 - £83, 7:30pm

 Wrighty from 
Soul Buggin’ 
Baresca 
Free, 9pm

 Dan Chapman Quartet 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 7pm

 The Bootleg Beatles 
Royal Concert Hall 
£24.50/£28.50, 7:30pm

 Bad Manners + Max 
Splodge + Gecko + DJ 
Jackpot 
The Maze 
£16.50/£18, 8pm

 Christmas Dinner 
Stonebridge City Farm 
£5/£7.50, 12:30pm

 Arendt and America 
by Richard H King 
Five Leaves Bookshop 
£3, 7pm

 Book Club 
The Johnson Arms 
Free, 8pm

TUESDAY 15 DEC

 Come and Drum 
The Place Activity Centre 
£5/£6, 7:30pm - 9:30pm

 Gnarwolves 
The Bodega 
£10, 7pm

 Christmas in the City
Royal Concert Hall 
£6.50, 7pm

 Christmas with Carol 
Ann Duffy Featuring 
Little Machine 
Djanogly Theatre 
£14/£16/£18, 7:30pm

 Beer and Carols 
The Malt Cross 
Free, 6pm

 Workshop: 
Intergalactic Storytelling 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 5pm - 8pm

 Stitch and 
Bitch Society 
Nottingham Hackspace 
Free, 6pm

 A Christmas Carol 
Bakersfield Community 
Centre 
£5/£5, 7:30pm

 Christmas Flower 
Arranging Workshop 
Nottinghamshire Hospice 
£10, 6pm

 Fearless Life 
Writing Group 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 
11am

 Poetry is Dead Good 
Christmas Party 
JamCafé 
£3, 7pm

WEDNESDAY 16 DEC

 High Tyde 
The Bodega 
£6, 7pm

 Gang of Angels 
Choir Audition 
Bad Juju Tiki bar 
Free, 8:30pm

 The Halle 
Christmas Concert 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£7.50 - £34.50, 7:30pm

 Beer and Carols 
The Malt Cross 
Free, 6pm

 Open Hack Night 
Nottingham Hackspace 
Free, 6:30pm

 Bronze Sculpture: 
Creating for Casting 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£120/£130, 6:30pm

 Melissa & Melanchrini: 
Joint Reading by 
Jonathan and 
Maria Taylor 
Five Leaves Bookshop 
£3, 7pm

 ILM Level 5 Certificate 
in Coaching and 
Mentoring
The BLF, Sterling House
9am

 Open Mic Night with 
Special Guest Host 
JamCafé 
Free, 8pm

 Salsa Class 
Bunkers Hill 
£5, 7pm

 Life Drawing Class 
The Malt Cross 
£5, 6pm

 Christmas Party Night 
The West End Cabaret 
Restaurant 
£21.50, 7pm

 Open Mic Night 
The Bell Inn 
Free, 7pm

 Open Mic Night 
The Maze 
Free, 8pm

 A Christmas Carol by 
Charles Dickens 
The Trent Bridge Inn 
£5/£8, 7:30pm

 The Big Fleecy Quiz 
The Golden Fleece 
£1, 9pm

 The Lion Quiz 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 Pub Quiz 
Spanky Van Dykes 
Free, 7:30pm

 Present Laughter by 
Noel Coward 
Lace Market Theatre 
£9/£11, 7:30pm
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THURSDAY 17 DEC

 Led Bib 
Bonington Theatre 
£5/£10/£12, 8pm

 ‘There’s Nowt So 
Good’ll Pass’ An Evening 
with Higgs Bo’sun 
City Arts Nottingham 
£6, 7:30pm

 Josh Kemp 
Baresca 
Free, 7pm

 Andre Rieu 
Capital FM Arena 
£72.80 - £144, 8pm

 Amber Run 
The Bodega 
£10, 7pm

 Thee Eviltones 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 7pm

 Mark Padmore and 
Simon Lepper 
Djanogly Recital Hall 
£20/£22, 7:30pm

 Beer and Carols 
The Malt Cross 
Free, 6pm

 A Christmas Carol by 
Charles Dickens 
The Trent Bridge Inn 
£8/£5, 7:30pm

 LED BIB
Bonington Theatre 
£5/£10/£12, 8pm

 Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens 
Broadway Cinema 
£4 - £8.20, 12:15pm

 Bonington Film Night 
#2: Time Together 
Bonington Gallery 
Free, 7pm - 8:30pm

 Christmas Party Night 
with Paul McCaffrey 
+ Carl Donnelly + Jen 
Brister 
The Glee Club 
£14/£29/£32, 7pm

 Just The Tonic 
present William Regal: A 
Wrestling Villain 
The Forum 
£20, 6:30pm

 The Guffrits 
The Navigation Inn 
Free, 9pm

 Balkan Express 
The Hand and Heart 
Free, 8pm

 The Best of the 
West End 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£16 - £26, 7:30pm

 Like Well Good 
Karaoke 
The Old Angel 
Free, 8pm

 Beer For The Soul 
The Bodega 
Free, 7pm

FRIDAY 18 DEC

 Melting Hand + 
Bismuth  
Stuck On A Name 
Recording Studio 
£5, 8pm

 Metal Militia presents 
Spirytus + Confyde
Ye Olde Salutation Inn 
Free, 8pm - 2am

 The Tangents 
The Bodega 
£3, 7pm

 Lick and DJ Melton 
The Southbank Bar 
Free, 9pm

 The Sixteen 
Royal Concert Hall 
£15.50 - £29.50, 7:30pm

 The Score 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 Solstice/Christmas 
Psychedelic Fest 
The Maze 
£5, 8pm

 Rikki Thomas-Martinez 
Baresca 
Free, 9pm

 It’s A Wonderful Life 
Broadway Cinema 
£4 - £8.20

 The Program 
Broadway Cinema 
£4 - £8.20, 8:30pm

 YeuYoga 
The Place Activity Centre 
7:45pm - 9pm

 Meet the Ghosts of 
Wollaton Hall 
Wollaton Park 
£15, 7:30pm

 Christmas Party Night 
with Paul McCaffrey 
+ Carl Donnelly + Jen 
Brister 
The Glee Club 
£14/£29/£32, 7pm

 Sam Avery + Jimmy 
McGhie + Curtis Walker 
Jongleurs
£25 - £55, 6:30pm

 Just The Tonic present 
Matt Kirshen + Markus 
Birdman 
Das Kino 
£6/£10, 6:30pm

 Gallery Sounds 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
7pm

 Midlife Crisis (Alt 90s) 
The Old Angel 
Free, 9pm - 1am

 Christmas Punk-Rock 
Piss-Up 
The Doghouse 
7pm

 Cliff - As If! 
Christmas Special 
Bonington Theatre 
£10/£12, 7:30pm

SATURDAY 19 DEC

 Panthers V Devils 
Capital FM Arena 
7pm

 Nottm Forest V 
MK Dons 
Nottingham Forest 
Football Club 
3pm

 Rapture 
Bar Eleven 
Free, 10pm - 3am

 Lawnmower Deth 
Christmas Party! 
Rock City 
£18.15, 3:30pm - 10pm

 Kidsophonic 
The Albert Hall 
£5/£8, 10:30am

 Satan’s Minions 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
7pm

 Christmas Market 
Tales and Vintage Fair 
Sneinton Market 
Free, 10am - 3pm

 14th Annual Christmas 
Covers Party 2015 
The Bodega 
£7, 7:30pm

 The Bar-Steward 
Sons of Val Doonican’s 
Travelling Christmas 
Rock ‘n’ Roll Circus 
The Maze 
£10, 7:30pm

 Elmo (Soul Buggin’) 
and Ossie (DIY, Gallery 
Sounds) 
Baresca 
Free, 9pm

 Elf 
Broadway Cinema 
£3.60, 12:30pm

 The Good Dinosaur 
Broadway Cinema 
£3.60

 Christmas Biscuits 
Green’s Windmill 
£3, 11am

 The Art of Protest - 
From Hogarth to Punch: 
A Talk by Richard Gaunt 
Nottingham Castle 
Free, 2pm

 Christmas Party Night 
with Paul McCaffrey 
+ Carl Donnelly + Jen 
Brister 
The Glee Club 
£14/£29/£32, 7pm

 Sam Avery + Jimmy 
McGhie + Curtis Walker 
Jongleurs Comedy Club
£25 - £55, 6:30pm

 Just The Tonic present 
Jim Tavare + Matt 
Kirshen + Tim Clarke 
The Forum 
£10, 6:30pm

 The Money & DJ Andy 
The Southbank Bar 
9pm

SUNDAY 20 DEC

 Nottingham Forest LFC 
V Guiseley AFC Vixens 
Basford United 
Football Club 
£1.50/£3, 2pm

 Nottingham Rugby V 
London Welsh 
Nottingham Rugby Club 
2:30pm

 BeVox 
The Albert Hall 
£8, 7pm

 Pete the Feet 
The Hand and Heart 
Free, 1pm

 Wholesome Fish 
Christmas Knees-Up 
Sir John Borlase Warren 
Free, 8:30pm

 Kate Rushby 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£25, 7:30pm

 Sunday Morning Piano 
Series - The Cann Twins 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£10, 11am

 Fairisle Cowl 
Knit Knit Nottingham 
£35, 10:30am

 Nottingham 
Clarion Choir 
The Place Activity Centre 
7:30pm - 9pm

MONDAY 21 DEC

 Christmas Crafts 
Newstead Abbey 
£1/£3, 11am

 A Christmas Carol
Birchover Community 
Centre 
£3/£4, 3pm

 The Heritage Exchange 
The Malt Cross 
Free, 7:15pm

 Snowflake Walk 
Wollaton Park 
£1/£2, 10am

 Luisa Omielan 
Christmas Special 
The Glee Club 
£12.50, 6pm

TUESDAY 22 DEC

 Come and Drum 
The Place Activity Centre 
£5/£6, 7:30pm - 9:30pm

 Sinatra Centenary 
Royal Concert Hall 
£23.50 - £34.50, 7:30pm

 The Fab 4 Beatles 
Tribute Band 
Riverbank Bar & Kitchen 

 Memory Lane 
The Malt Cross 
Free, 11am

 New Year, New Wish 
Newstead Abbey 
£1, 11am

WEDNESDAY 23 DEC

 Charity Show with 
Hotbox + Izzy Carlin 
+ Matt Humphries + 
IAMSTARZ 
The Maze 
£5, 7pm

 Open Hack Night 
Nottingham Hackspace 
Free, 6:30pm

THURSDAY 24 DEC

 Beer For The Soul 
The Bodega 
Free, 7pm

 Christmas Eve 
The Maze 
Free, 7pm

 Branagh Theatre Live: 
The Winter’s Tale 
Broadway Cinema 
£12/£14, 4pm

FRIDAY 25 DEC

 Christmas Day
Ho Ho Home
Free, 6am

SATURDAY 26 DEC

 Rapture 
Bar Eleven 
Free, 10pm - 3am

 The Last Pedestrians
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm



NUSIC
BOX

Your new Notts music tip sheet, as compiled 
by Nusic’s Sam Nahirny.

Want more? Check the fortnightly podcasts 
and live sessions in the Nusic website.

Joseph Knight

“Keep your head up, don’t let yourself drown, keep your 
head above the water now.” That’s just one of the positive 
messages you’ll find stashed in Joe’s lead single Keep 
Your Head Up. With a sweet tone to his voice, Joe writes 

“positive songs about staying happy, though they can 
come across as depressing” which, as confusing as it 
sounds, actually makes sense after listening to that lovely, 
juxtapositional optimism running through his songwriting. 
Together with his band, he’s built a powerful pop style 
which kinda sounds like Saint Raymond and Ed Sheeran’s 
illegitimate love child – the huge, catchy hooks of our Ray, 
and that sensitive, relatable songwriting that has millions 
swooning over Ed. Plus, the video for his debut single 
takes us to Skeg Vegas – you couldn’t ask for more, could 
ya? Check out his Future Session online at LeftLion to hear 
what we mean about those delightfully dismal songs.

facebook.com/josephknightacoustic

Ella Knight

After spending a lot of time down at the legendary CRS in 
St Ann’s, Ella is an artist who, at the age of just seventeen, 
can already say she has performed in front of the royal 
family. Not a bad accolade to have under your belt, ay? 
The lady is certainly not confined to one sound or style – a 
quick journey through her SoundCloud takes you from 
chilled acoustic jams, to house bangers, stopping off at 
some pretty damn catchy r’n’b tunes along the way. One 
constant to be found throughout is Ella’s incredibly soulful 
voice, reminiscent of Etta James and Corinne Bailey Rae. 
All this, and she’s yet to release her debut single, so it’ll 
be interesting to see which style she decides to stick with. 
One thing’s for sure – she’ll make it completely her own. 

tinyurl.com/ellaknightfb
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SUNDAY 27 DEC

 Panthers V Steelers 
Capital FM Arena 
4pm

 Nottm Forest V Leeds 
Nottingham Forest Football 
Club 
4:30pm

 Live Acoustic Music 
with John Hardy 
The Johnson Arms 
Free, 8pm

 Festive Thank You Card 
Nottingham Castle 
£3, 2pm.

MONDAY 28 DEC

  Notts County V 
Morecambe 
Notts County Football Club 
3pm

 Mansfield V York 
Mansfield Town 
Football Club 
3pm

 The School for Parents 
Christmas Party 
Riverbank Bar & Kitchen 
£5/£15, 7:30pm

 Young Producers 
Takeover 
City Arts Nottingham 
Free, 11am - 4pm

TUESDAY 29 DEC

 Come and Drum 
The Place Activity Centre 
£5/£6, 7:30pm - 9:30pm

 Jamie Moon 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
7pm

 Young Producers 
Takeover 
City Arts Nottingham 
Free, 11am - 4pm

 Fearless Life 
Writing Group 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 
11am

WEDNESDAY 30 DEC

 Nottingham 
Philharmonic Orchestra: 
Night at the Movies 
Royal Concert Hall 
£7 - £22, 7pm

 Mercury: Queen Tribute 
Riverbank Bar & Kitchen 
£10

 Open Mic Night with 
Special Guest Host 
JamCafé 
Free, 8pm

 Life Drawing Class 
The Malt Cross 
£5, 6pm

 The Colin Staples 
Blues Jam 
The Navigation Inn 
Free, 8:30pm

 Open Hack Night 
Nottingham Hackspace 
Free, 6:30pm

THURSDAY 31 DEC

 Panthers V Blaze 
Capital FM Arena 
3pm

 New Year’s Eve Bash
The Star Inn Beeston 
9pm - 12:30am

 The Official Salutation 
Inn New Year’s Eve Party 
Ye Olde Salutation Inn 
12am

 The Fiona Stein 
Association 
Baresca 
Free, 9:30pm

 Detonate New Year’s 
Eve with DJ EZ 
Undisclosed Location 
10pm

 The Lacehouse New 
York NYE Party 
The Lacehouse 
£5/£8/£10, 7pm

 The Invisible Orchestra 
Nottingham Arts Theatre 
£20, 8pm

 Bamalamasingsong 
Mass Karaoke
Nottingham Contemporary 
£20, 8:30pm

 Dollop NYE 
Stealth 
£40, 10pm

 New Year’s Eve 
Riverbank Bar & Kitchen 
£20/£25

 Shades of Blue 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 New Year’s Eve Party 
The Malt Cross 
£12/£15, 8pm

 Brouhaha presents New 
Year’s Eve Land of Oz 
Special 
The Maze 
£10, 7pm

 New Year’s Eve Special 
Baresca 
£15/£25, 7pm

 Reggae on the Rocks + 
DJ Jon C 
Stadium Leisure 
£3, 6pm

 INFL NYE:
Widows + Eyre Llew + 
Riff Bastard 
Rough Trade
£10/£12, 8.30pm

 The Best in Live 
Stand-Up Comedy 
The Glee Club 
£20, 7pm

 Just The Tonic present 
Johnny Vegas + Andy 
Askins + Stephen Bailey 
The Forum 
£15/£17.50, 6:30pm

 Nottingham Black 
Archive Writing Group 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 
Free, 5pm - 8pm

FRIDAY 1 JAN

 New Year’s Hangover 
Sleep It Off Duck 
Free, 1pm

SATURDAY 2 JAN

  Panthers V Capitals 
Capital FM Arena 
7pm

 Nottingham Rugby V 
Bristol 
Nottingham Rugby Club 
2:30pm

 Mansfield V Accrington 
Mansfield Town Football 
Club 
3pm

 Notts County V 
Oxford Utd 
Notts County Football Club 
3pm

 Rapture 
Bar Eleven 
Free, 10pm - 3am

 KaBen 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

SUNDAY 3 JAN

  Nottingham Forest LFC 
V Loughborough 
Foxes WFC 
Basford United FC
£1.50/£3, 2pm

 Johann Strauss Gala 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£19.50 - £32.50, 3pm

 Sunday Life 
Drawing Class 
The Place Activity Centre 
£10, 10am - 1pm

 Nottingham 
Clarion Choir 
The Place Activity Centre 
7:30pm - 9pm

MONDAY 4 JAN

 Write Minds - Creative 
Writing for Young People 
Affected by Self Harm 
City Arts - Nottingham 
Free, 6pm

TUESDAY 5 JAN

 Ruby Tuesdays 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 
6:30pm

 Never Mind 
The Bodega 
The Bodega 
50p, 8pm

WEDNESDAY 6 JAN

 Rev It Up 
The Bodega 
Free, 10pm

 Sugar Ape 
The Bodega 
£2, 11pm

 Academy of St Martin-
in-the-Fields 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£9.50 - £42, 7:30pm

THURSDAY 7 JAN

  Like Well 
Good Karaoke 
The Old Angel 
Free, 8pm

 Afrowax 
The Bodega 
11pm

 Hockney 
The Bodega 
£5, 11pm

 Ross Noble
The Forum 
£12/£16, 8pm

FRIDAY 8 JAN

 Raw with DJ Capsized 
Ye Olde Salutation Inn 
£2, 8pm

 Magic City present 
All Drake All Night Pt 2 
Stealth 
£5, 10pm

 3 Eyed Fox 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 Rubberdub 
The Maze 
9pm

 Circus of Horrors 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£10 - £26, 7:30pm

 The Beautiful Game 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£5, 7:30pm

 YeuYoga 
The Place Activity Centre 
7:45pm - 9pm

 Sherwood 
Writers’ Group 
The Place Activity Centre 
£2, 7:30pm - 9:30pm

 Bopp 
The Bowery Club 
£2, 10pm

SATURDAY 9 JAN

 Up Close & Personal 
with Paul Gascoigne 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£40 - £85, 7:30pm

 Ashfields 
The Bodega 
£4, 7pm

 Backline Blues 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 ‘A World to Win’ 
Talks and Lectures 
Programme - See Red 
Women’s Workshop 
Nottingham Castle 
Free, 2pm - 3pm

 Phil Jerrod 
The Glee Club 
£12.50, 7pm

 Just The Tonic 
The Forum 
£10/£15, 6:30pm
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last pick of the year

Get weekly updates of Nottingham events at leftlion.co.uk/newsletter

The Invisible Orchestra
Nottingham Arts Theatre

Rubberdub X Mimm
The Irish Centre

This one’s a bloody biggun. Two of the most tumpin’ party powerhouses in Notts are 
bringing through a monster of an afterparty to sink your teeth into. You’ll have to see 
the new year in at another venue, but from 1am there is no other place you’ll wanna be 
than The Irish Centre. With two massive sound systems across two rooms, and DJs from 
almost every Notts collective known to mankind, it’s a stamina session that’s bound 
to sort the rampant ravers from the party poopers, as the mashup don’t stop till 10am. 
Yep, it’s multi-genre madness with every bleeder from Tumble Audio, to Clash Money 
Rap Battles, to Trent Bass, Local Motive, White Rabbit, Flouche, Plates, and then some. 
So here’s the deal: they bring the stacks, you bring oodles of good vibrations and toe 
shuffles to the altars of noise. Pack up your caffeine tablets, whistles, party hats, and 
wear your comfiest shoes, cos you ain’t about to stop boogyin’ until way into 2016. We’d 
just like to say thanks in advance. Oh, and if you’re skint after all that Chrimbo wallet 
annihilation, keep your eye out on social media for upcoming competitions, and land 
yersen some free tickets.

Tickets tiered at £6/£7/£8/£10, available online from Tkt Box.

It can be one of the most anticlimactic nights of the year. 
You spend ages primping and prepping because, of 
course, it’s not just any old night on the town. Then you 
head to the same pub, followed by the same bar, drinking 
the same cheap lager and finishing with the same grotty 
kebab. This year, The Lacehouse are doing summat 
different, transporting you to the city that never sleeps. 
Yep, that’s right. A New York-themed block party. Feast 
on pizzas and hotdogs, themed cocktails and live DJ sets 
that’ll take you through to 6am. They’ve even promised 
some surprises throughout the night. It ain’t gonna be 
one to forget, but we can’t promise you’ll remember it.

Tickets £5/£8/£10, available online at Event Genius.

You ain’t in Kansas anymore, duck. Or Notts, for that 
matter, as Brouhaha are taking you on a trippy excursion 
to the land of Oz. Pack up Toto, and link arms with yer 
scarecrows, lions and tin mandem, as you follow the 
yellow(ish) bricks of Mansfield Road all the way to 
The Maze. There’ll be burlesque, cabaret and circus 
performers, and even a few creatures from the land itself 
to grace you with their presence. So far, confirmed acts 
are Unknown Era and Revenge of Calculon, but new 
performers are to be announced each week leading up to 
the event. So keep tabs to the ground, and avoid twisters 
and flying monkeys at all cost.

Tickets £10, available online from Gigantic.

We chuffin’ love a good sing-song round these parts. 
There’s only one night in Notts that allows us to do so 
while maintaining a shred of dignity, and that’s the 
mass-karaoke madness of Bamalamasingsong. This NYE, 
the live band will be playing banger after banger for you 
lot to squeal yer tickers out to, in the comfort that no 
matter your vocal styling, you’ll join the dulcet tones of 
the drunkest, motliest choir about. There’s a free drink 
and canapes on arrival, as well as a load of bad dancing 
and a club night afterwards. So whether you’ve got the 
voice of an angel or a raspy croon, as a result of thirty 
years’ worth of smoking, lerrit goo.

Tickets £20, available online at Gigantic. 

A gig from these beauties is as rare as rocking reindeer shite, and that’s what makes 
it all the more special when one comes around. James Waring has farmed the 32-piece 
orchestra from Nottingham’s finest musical talent to create a sound that is so joyous, 
it’s enough to make fireworks shoot out of yer tabs. Not only that, but the atmosphere 
that billows around the room, exhaled by the city’s finest instrumentalists, singers 
and rappers, is enough to give you that warm, tight knot in yer belly that unravels all 
the wayto your toes, causing an uncontrollable dancing frenzy. You can look forward 
to support from Gallery 47 and his abstract poetry, as well as The Last Pedestrians 
and their psycho country folk, before the Nottingham Arts Theatre stage is taken over 
with the big-band, Afro-beat, Arabic-punk, Latin, reggae, soul sounds of The Invisible 
Orchestravaganza. For this gig, the horde comes fully equipped with the beautiful, 
blooming belter Harleighblu, and legendary Notts rapper Scorzayzee. The lyricism, 
beats and warbles are gonna blow your Christmas socks off, so fasten yer gladrags and 
put your back into busting a move. Not that you’ll be able to help yourself, mind.

Advance tickets £20, available at Lincolnshire Poacher, JamCafe, Alley Cafe and online 
from Gigantic.

It might sound like several multicoloured, self-
constructing tents, are sprouting out of the ground and 
having a good owd knees-up, but The Riverbank are 
actually hosting a glorious, upmarket shindig. There’ll be 
two whole rooms bringing you the finest, soulful house 
music, and a heated outside terrace serenading you 
with acoustic tracks. Count down with Soul Heaven DJs, 
Shimmer DJ, Damien Wells, and, for an extra few bob, 
see in the new year in style with a VIP table, inclusive 
of champagne, pizza and planks of snap. But whatever 
you do, don’t get too merry and take a dip in the Trent. A 
bout of cholera is not the way you want to see in 2016.

Tickets £20 - £75, available online on Riverbank’s website.

If the thought of a booming club is enough to send you 
round the twist, but you still fancy getting a boogie on, 
look no further. Malt Cross are whacking on a Victorian-
style bash with music, decorations and classy vibes. 
There’s gonna be a DJ, a live drummer and a horn section 
to shake your bum to, and the bubbles won’t just be 
coming from the champers tonight ducky – they’ve got 
gramophones kicking out the boggers, right alongside 
confetti cannons. All sounds glorious, dunnit? With the 
airy ambiance of the ‘Cross, you can zap yourself right 
back to the crazy, bygone days of the music hall in style. 
Be sure to bag a ticket sharpish – they’re gonna sell fast.

Tickets £12 in advance, available from Malt Cross, or £15 
on the door if there’s any left.

New York Block Party
The Lacehouse

Bamalamasingsong
Nottingham Contemporary 

New Year’s Magic
The Rum House

New Year’s Pop-Up Party
Riverbank Bar and Kitchen

New Year’s Eve Party
Malt Cross

Ahh, the prohibition era. The good old days of 
bootlegging alcohol across the states, and whiling away 
Friday nights tucked away in speakeasies, with flapper 
girls strutting their stuff to the soft jazz playing in the 
background. Bringing it back to Notts is Broad Street’s 
Rum House, and on the last day of the year, they’re 
hosting summat extra special. You can treat yourself to a 
glass of prosecco and a three-course meal, complete with 
some proper cocktails, and access to Bad JuJu upstairs. 
There’s also gonna be some close-up magic and mind 
reading on offer from none other than Duncan Williams. 
Get your act together and book your place, cos tables are 
bound to disappear.

Tickets £50, with booking and prepayment a must. 
Bell 0115 924 1555 for enquiries.

Brouhaha
The Maze

8pm - 2am 1am - 10am

7pm - 6am 8.30pm - 1am 8pm - 3am

8pm 6pm - 1am 8pm



Genre:
Reggae, dub, ska, jungle.

Venues you do stuff at: 
Spanky Van Dykes, Rough Trade, Broadway and festivals 
worldwide.

Who else helps you run the nights:
Graphic designer Will Kew, DJs Double H, Princess and 
MC Alex ‘Motormouf’ Young.

Ten words that sum up the events you put on:
Putting reggae centre stage in the heart of the city.

Describe the average punter at your nights:
Bass-thirsty music lover.

Which local act has gone down best with your crowd 
and why?
Motormouf for inventing reggae beat boxing – off-beat-
boxing? – and his wonderful positive energy on stage.

Which non-local act would you bring back again?
Either Young Warrior (son of Jah Shaka), or Jamie Rodigan 
(son of ‘Sir’ David) for keeping the music alive down the 
generations with passion and integrity.

If you could get a celebrity compere, who would you 
choose and why?
Usain Bolt. He hosted a reggae afterparty for the 2012 
Olympics which was, by all accounts, pure madness.

Which booze sells best at your events?
Red Stripe, of course.
 
Tell us a crazy story that has happened at your events…
One particularly bass-heavy sound system managed 
to vibrate the fridge doors open in the kitchen upstairs 
and deposit their contents all over the floor. It all had to 
be binned. Whoopsy! When confronted about this, the 
soundman went to high-five me, thinking he had come to 
be congratulated.

If you weren’t a promoter, what would you have ended 
up doing?
A carpenter like my hero, my old man. It’s also a classic 
reggae tune – John Holt’s version of If I Were a Carpenter.
 
What other events in Nottingham do you love?
The Hoochie Coochie Club for some rockabilly, and there’s 
always something good at the New Art Exchange or the 
Contemporary – Notts is spoilt for a bit of culture.

What have you got coming up in December/January?
Friday 4 December is Gentleman’s Dub Club, then we’re 
back on Friday 5 February for our annual Bob Marley 
Birthday Bash.

facebook.com/reggaetakeover
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SUNDAY 10 JAN

 Panthers V Flyers 
Capital FM Arena 
4pm

 Nottingham 
Clarion Choir 
The Place Activity Centre 
7:30pm - 9pm

MONDAY 11 JAN

 Book Club 
The Johnson Arms 
Free, 8pm

TUESDAY 12 JAN

 Nottm Forest V 
Birmingham 
Nottingham Forest 
Football Club 
7:45pm

 Dick Whittington - 
Relaxed Performance 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£10, 1:30pm

 Fearless Life 
Writing Group 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 
11am

WEDNESDAY 13 JAN

 Rev It Up 
The Bodega 
Free, 10pm

 Life Drawing with 
Jon Cave 
The Malt Cross 
£5, 6pm

 Archaeology Now: 
Curating the Celts 
Djanogly Theatre 
Free, 1pm

 NCF £1 Comedy Night 
Canal House 
£1, 8pm

 Let’s Submit a Book 
Series with Alex Davis 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 
£40/£60, 7pm - 9pm

THURSDAY 14 JAN

  Like Well 
Good Karaoke 
The Old Angel 
Free, 8pm

 Beer For The Soul 
The Bodega 
Free, 7pm

FRIDAY 15 JAN

 Panthers V Giants 
Capital FM Arena 
7:30pm

 Bopp 
The Bowery Club 
£2, 10pm

 Metal Militia presents 
Line of Fire + Firebomb 
Ye Olde Salutation Inn 
£3, 9pm - 2am

 Unplugged Showcase: 
Peter O’Burns Irish 
Eighties Jam Night 
Bunkers Hill 
Free, 8pm

FRIDAY 15 JAN

 Jeremy Loops 
The Bodega 
£8, 7pm

 Pesky Alligators 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 Frank Wilcott’s 
Experimental 
Theatre Thing 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 
£5, 7pm - 9pm

 Meet the Ghosts of 
Wollaton Hall 
Wollaton Park 
£15, 7:30pm

SATURDAY 16 JAN

 Nottm Forest V Bolton 
Nottingham Forest Football 
Club 
3pm

 Turnover 
The Bodega 
£8, 7pm

 Three Legged Cat 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 Mr. Woodnote 
The Maze 
8pm

 ‘A World to Win’ Talks 
and Lectures Programme - 
Catherine Flood 
Nottingham Castle 
Free, 2pm - 3pm

  Ivo Graham 
The Glee Club 
£12.50, 7pm

 Bryan Lacey + 
Tom Wrigglesworth + 
Steve Williams + David 
Hadingham 
Jongleurs
£25 - £55, 7pm

 Roger Monkhouse 
Just The Tonic 
£5/£10, 6:30pm

 Funding Masterclass 
with Pippa Hennessy 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 
£15/£25, 2pm - 6pm

SUNDAY 17 JAN

 Carmina + The Phil 
Langran Band 
The Maze 
£7/£10, 8pm

 Learn to Crochet 1 
Knit Knit Nottingham 
£25, 10:30am

 Shiny 
Djanogly Theatre 
£7.50, 11am

 Nottingham Clarion 
Choir 
The Place Activity Centre 
7:30pm - 9pm

TUESDAY 19 JAN

 Louis Berry 
The Bodega 
£6, 7pm

WEDNESDAY 20 JAN

 Rev It Up 
The Bodega 
Free, 10pm

 Nottingham Law 
School, Law Fair 2016 
The Newton Building, 
Nottingham Trent 
University 
5:30pm - 8pm

 Let’s Submit 
a Book Series 
with Alex Davis 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 
£40/£60, 7pm - 9pm

THURSDAY 21 JAN

 Like Well Good 
Karaoke 
The Old Angel 
Free, 8pm

 Lisbon 
The Bodega 
£6, 7pm

 Afrowax 
The Bodega 
11pm

 Hockney 
The Bodega 
£5, 11pm

 Beer For The Soul 
The Bodega 
Free, 7pm

FRIDAY 22 JAN

 Nottingham Rugby V 
Cardiff Blues Select 
Nottingham Rugby Club 
7:45pm

 Bopp 
The Bowery Club 
£2, 10pm

 Classical Bites Concert 
The Albert Hall 
£4/£8, 6:30pm

 Wild & The Bandits 
The Bodega 
£10, 7pm

 Deeper Than Roots 
present Soom T 
The Maze 
£6/£7, 10pm

 Tetsuo 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 Frank Wilcott’s 
Experimental 
Theatre Thing 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 
£5, 7pm - 9pm

 YeuYoga 
The Place Activity Centre 
6:15pm - 7:30pm

 Happy Birthday 
Lord Byron! 
Newstead Abbey 
£30, 7pm

 Steve Shanyaski + 
Keith Farnan + 
Jordan Brookes 
The Glee Club 
£10, 7pm

FRIDAY 22 JAN 

 Workshop for Adults: 
The Art of Creative 
Writing 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£72.82/£80.85, 9:45am

 Lipstick and Lace 
Creative Workshop 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£15, 9:45am

SATURDAY 23 JAN

 Notts County V 
Wimbledon 
Notts County Football Club 
3pm

 Panthers V Storm 
Capital FM Arena 
7pm

 Mansfield V Luton 
Mansfield Town Football 
Club 
3pm

 Angaleena Presley 
The Bodega 
£13, 7pm

 Don Letts
The Bodega 
£5, 10pm

 DH Lawrence & The 
Vaudeville Skiffle Show 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 Steve Shanyaski + 
Keith Farnan + 
Jordan Brookes 
The Glee Club 
£12.50, 7pm

 Geoff Norcott + Paul 
McCaffrey + Dougie 
Dunlop + Slim 
Jongleurs Comedy Club
£25 - £55, 7pm

 Just The Tonic 
The Forum 
£5/£10, 6:30pm

SUNDAY 24 JAN

 Voodoo Glow Skulls 
The Doghouse 
7pm

 Sunday Morning Piano 
Series - Lara Downes 
Royal Concert Hall 
£10, 11pm

 IKE Productions 
The Maze 
2pm

 Learn to Crochet 2 
Knit Knit Nottingham 
£25, 10:30am

 The Elves and 
The Shoemaker 
Djanogly Theatre 
£7.50, 1pm

 Storytelling 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£4.50, 2pm

 Stewart Lee: A Room 
With A Stew 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£22.50, 7:30pm
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MONDAYS

 Open Mic Night 
Golden Fleece

 Pub Quiz 
Malt Cross
Southbank

TUESDAYS

 Open Mic Night 
Filthy’s
Pepper Rocks

 Pub Quiz 
The Johnson Arms
Sir John Borlase Warren

 Craft Club 
Spanky Van Dykes

 The Racing Room 
The Dragon

 Phlebas 
Bar Eleven

WEDNESDAYS

 Open Mic Night 
JamCafe
Rescue Rooms
The Bell Inn
The Maze

 Pub Quiz 
The Lion at Basford
Rescue Rooms
Golden Fleece
Spanky Van Dykes
The Hop Pole

WEDNESDAYS

 Open Hack Night 
Hackspace

 Life Drawing
Malt Cross

 Green Spirit
Sobar

 Salsa Class
Bunkers Hill

THURSDAYS

 Open Mic Night 
The Lion at Basford

 Pub Quiz 
Southbank

FRIDAYS

 Crate Diggin’ 
Rough Trade Nottingham 

 Unplugged Showcase 
Bunkers Hill 

 Pop Confessional 
The Bodega

 Champagne Fridays 
The Roundhouse 

 Everything’s Alright 
Rescue Rooms 

 I Know You Got Soul 
Spanky Van Dykes 

SATURDAYS

 Ghost Walk 
Ye Olde Salutation Inn

 Terror Tour 
Galleries of Justice

 Heritage Tour 
The Malt Cross 

 Stiff Kittens 
The Bodega

 Dancing Time 
JamCafe

 Stealth VS Rescued 
Stealth and Rescue Rooms

 Back to Mine 
The Market Bar 

SUNDAYS

 Open Mic Night 
The Johnson Arms

 Pub Quiz 
The Trent Navigation Inn

 Capoeira Classes 

The New Art Exchange 

 Live Jazz 
The Bell Inn 

 Sax on a Sunday 
Bunkers Hill 

 Lunchtime Jazz 
The Lion at Basford

 Art and Design 
Christmas Fair 2015 
Bonington Gallery
Tues 8 Dec – Weds 9 Dec

 Mindful Magic 
Djanogly Theatre
Weds 20 Jan - Thurs 21 Jan

 Present Laughter by 
Noël Coward 
Lace Market Theatre
Mon 14 Dec - Sat 19 Dec

 Other Side of the Line: 
A Solo Exhibition by 
Vanessa Short 
Surface Gallery
Sat 5 Dec - Sat 19 Dec

 Prints for Presents 
Patchings Art Centre
Sat 5 Dec – Thurs 24 Dec

 P.H. Emerson
Nottingham Castle
Sat 21 Nov - Sun 7 Feb

 Hare and Tortoise 
Nottingham Playhouse
Weds 9 Dec - Sat 2 Jan

 The Mousetrap 
Theatre Royal
Tues 19 Jan - Sat 23 Jan

 Priscilla
Theatre Royal
Mon 18 Jan - Sat 23 Jan

 Last Islands: 
John Newling 
Syson Gallery
Fri 22 Jan – Sat 5 Mar

 Thriller Live! 
Theatre Royal
Tues 12 Jan - Sat 16 Jan

 The Snowman 
Theatre Royal
Weds 27 Jan - Sun 31 Jan

 Monuments Should 
Not be Trusted 
Nottingham Contemporary
Sat 16 Jan - Sun 6 Mar

MONDAY 25 JAN

 The Libertines + Sleaford 
Mods + Reverend and 
the Makers 
Capital FM Arena 
£39.20 - £83, 7:30pm

 An Evening of Ragtime 
Royal Concert Hall 
£10, 7:30pm

TUESDAY 26 JAN

 Beach Slang 
The Bodega 
£8, 7pm

 Stitch and Bitch Society 
Nottingham Hackspace 
Free, 6pm

 Simon Barraclough 
Djanogly Theatre 
£8/£10, 7:30pm

 Funhouse Comedy 
Gong Show 
The Maze 
£4, 8pm

 Fearless Life 
Writing Group 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 
11am

WEDNESDAY 27 JAN

 Rev It Up 
The Bodega 
Free, 10pm

 Drawing Life 
Djanogly Theatre 
£11/£14.50/£16.50, 8pm

 Life Drawing 
The Malt Cross 
£5, 6pm

 Let’s Submit a Book 
Series with Alex Davis 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 
£40/£60, 7pm - 9pm

THURSDAY 28 JAN

 Beer For The Soul 
The Bodega 
Free, 7pm

 Chilingirian Quartet 
Djanogly Recital Hall 
£15.50/£16.50, 7:30pm

THURSDAY 28 JAN

 Reduced Shakespeare 
Company 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£11 - £19, 7:45pm

 Sarah Millican 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£25, 8pm

FRIDAY 29 JAN

 Phil Taylor and The 
Power Hour 
Bunkers Hill 
Free, 8pm

 Black Stone Cherry, 
Shinedown and Halestorm - 
Carnival of Madness 
Capital FM Arena 
£35.28 - £74.50, 6:30pm

 Anne-Marie 
The Bodega 
£6, 7pm

 Clash Money 
The Maze 
8pm

 Iphigenia at Aulis 
Djanogly Theatre 
£3/£5/£7, 7pm

 YeuYoga 
The Place Activity Centre 
7:45pm - 9pm

 Ceilidh for Lifeboats 
The Poppy and Pint 
£12.50, 7:30pm

 Owen Jones: 
The Politics of Hope 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£12.50, 7:45pm

 Hidden Wollaton 
Wollaton Park 
£15, 7:30pm

 Geoff Norcott + 
Paul Thorne 
The Glee Club 
£10, 7pm

 Workshop for Adults: 
The Art of Creative Writing 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£72.82/£80.85, 9:45am

SATURDAY 30 JAN

 Panthers V Devils 
Capital FM Arena 
7pm

 Nottm Forest V QPR 
Nottingham Forest Football 
Club 
3pm

 Tina B and The Project-
Us Band 
The Doghouse 
8pm

 BFLF Nottingham 
‘Enchanted Forest’
The I Club 
Free/£7, 2pm - 4:30pm

 The Fab Two 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 Future Starz 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£18, 7:30pm

 Vince Atta + Troy 
Hawke + El Baldinho 
David Lloyd Leisure - WB
£10, 10:30pm

 Geoff Norcott + 
Paul Thorne 
The Glee Club 
£12.50, 7pm

 John Lynn + Laura Lexx 
+ Stefano Paolini + 
Steve Gribbin 
Jongleurs Comedy Club
£25 - £55, 7pm

SUNDAY 31 JAN

 Nottingham Forest LFC 
V Sporting Club Albion LFC 
Basford United Football Club 
£1.50/£3, 2pm

 John Hardy 
The Johnson Arms 
Free, 8pm

 Rod Picott 
The Maze 
£12, 8pm

 Learn to Knit 1 
Knit Knit Nottingham 
£25, 10:30am

WEEKLY STUFF

EXHIBITIONS AND PLAYS AND THAT

CREATIVE QUARTER

When CQ came to town, a lot of people were a bit confused. Cries of “It’s just bleddy 
‘Ockleh, in’t it?” rang out around the city. But rather than nicking the rights to 
geographical locations, the company has actually been doing some rather cool stuff to 
make Nottingham better.

They’ve helped create jobs and apprenticeships, supported small businesses, 
redeveloped Sneinton Market, and pushed events forward like Nottingham Indie 
Fashion week, Independents Day, funding workshops and networking sessions.

Just recently, the entrepreneur-championing entity has received a massive pat on 
the back in the form of a European Enterprise Promotion Award. Yep, CQ CEO Kathy 
McArdle and Chair of the CQ Board Mich Stevenson went all the way to Luxembourg to 
accept the Improving the Business Environment award at a fancy ceremony. And have 
been told that they’re setting the standard for improving cities worldwide. A massive 
well done to the creative boggers. We salute you.

creativequarter.com



Being a lady who lunches has always appealed. Sitting down to tea 
and cake while the rest of the world slaves away... Oh what a life. 
Although I conveniently forget what too much cream cake does to the 
thighs, and how full one would feel after eating the contents of a huge 
cake stand. But every once in a while… 

My friend and I had decided on the afternoon tea (from £3.95 each), 
which included little sandwiches (not a cucumber in sight), cakes – 
two of each – and scones, delivered on a three-tier cake stand and 
served with our choice of tea. I opted for the jasmine pearl, a fancy 
hand-rolled Fujian tea with Fuzhou jasmine. It was truly delicate, 
more so than your regular jasmine, and just inhaling it made me feel 
all calm and happy. My friend went for the cascara, which is from 
the coffee cherry and has more caffeine than the bean. It had a rich, 
delicious aroma with honey overtones. 

We decided on the sandwiches first, savoury before sweet and all 
that. The bread was soft, doughy and locally made, and the fillings 
were all scrumptious – definitely a cut above your supermarket 
standards. I particularly enjoyed the beetroot hummus and feta with 
toasted hazelnuts. As crazy as it sounds, it worked; the distinctive 
taste of hazelnuts set off the feta, while the beetroot hummus was 
creamy and full of flavour. 

Also featuring in the selection was a pulled pork sandwich that 
was almost outshone by the apple coleslaw, but it clawed it back 

with a delicious smoked flavour in the aftertaste; a nice prawn with 
coriander mayo (we hate coriander, but could understand that people 
not disgusted by the thought of that leafy green atrocity would have 
enjoyed it); and a cheddar and pineapple chutney. Kudos to whoever 
created the chutney. Amazing.

The sweet stuff we’d been waiting for included some crazily textured 
macaroons – I wasn’t sure what was going on there – stunning 
chocolate cookies with a homemade ganache inside, gooey brownies 
and an amazing, moist blondie with vanilla buttercream and 
passionfruit ganache that was definitely my favourite part of the tea, 
being deliciously moist and super sweet. My friend found it a little too 
sweet, but pfftt, what does she know? Heathen. 

Finally, we pounced on the huge, puffy scones, which were light, 
tasty and accompanied by thick, delicious clotted cream and gloopy 
strawberry jam. A perfect end to a delicious high tea. They’ve also 
launched a Christmas afternoon tea menu, inclusive of cranberry 
and orange scones, mince turnovers and mulled wine. Oh, if I must… 
Penny Reeve

27 Trinity Square, NG1 4AF

thepuddingpantry.co.uk

Rummaging around Rob’s Records isn’t half thirsty work. So when 
you emerge over the undulating dunes of discs, John Mills-like, The 
Barrel Drop next door is a welcome sight. The city centre’s only 
micropub, dispensing real ales right off the barrel on racks behind 
a tiny bar, it’s a cosy, beery oasis smack-bang in the middle of town, 
but away from the hustle and bustle, on Hurts Yard. Definitely ‘worth 
waiting for’.

The selection at The Barrel Drop is constantly changing. They’ve had 
more than 700 different beers since opening last year, with owner 
Chris Farman ordering in just one keg of each beer at a time – one 
LocAle and the rest from around the UK – so recommendations 
are pretty much redundant. But to give some kind of idea of the range, 
and in the interest of pure professionalism, I was offered a selection 
of samples from the ten on offer. A buffet of beer. They’re quite willing 
to give out tasters of all the ales too, but where’s the adventure 
in that?

To start, a trip over the border with the Glamorgan West Coast Red 
(4.8%, £3.50). When you think of a ‘red’ beer, you don’t necessarily 
think of it being incredibly hoppy, but seven different types of 
hops give this a fantastically dry finish. A hop stateside next (well, 
Sheffield), and a much sweeter palate from the Stancill Brewery Stars 
& Bars American Pale Ale (5.0%, £3.50), before the familiar sight of 

Ilson’s Blue Monkey brewery, and a light, bitter, slightly citrus pale 
ale, Chimp Chim-Inn-Nee (3.8%, £3.40). Not Blue Monkey’s finest, but 
very drinkable. 

Leaving the darkest till last, the Notts-brewed Pheasantry Stout (4.8%, 
£3.60) was smooth, malty and surprisingly light, without the overly 
treacle-richness you sometimes get with stout.

They even occasionally brew their own beers. For their upcoming first 
birthday party on 12 December, they’ve teamed up with Black Iris for 
a one-off Christmas cake beer (all welcome to come along – there’s 
solid cake too).

One thing is for sure – the beer at Barrel Drop is fantastically fresh. 
An upside of having a short run on each beer, and drawing straight 
off the keg, festival-style perhaps, although those looking for a ‘tight, 
creamy head’ may be disappointed. It’s unarguably brilliant value for 
a city centre boozer too. Camra member? You’re in luck – flash your 
membership card for a sweet 20p off a pint, or a budget-beating 40p 
off on Mondays. Ready to drop on a discount Four Tops 7” back at 
Rob’s. Shariff Ibrahim

7 Hurts Yard, Nottingham NG1 6JD. 0115 924 3018
@thebarreldrop
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It comes to town every year, to the same Scroogey groans, but I will 
shamelessly say the Christmas market is bob on. Never mind about 
how cheesy it is, and the Michael Bublé repeats making your tabs 
bleed – that’s the charm, in’t it? Plus, there are some lovely bits to 
stuff stockings and gobs alike.

At one end is a reindeer and ostrich burger bar which, at first, I found 
a touch morbid. I don’t think the festive feeling was helped by the 
fake, mounted reindeer trophy head on the pillar, fully adorned with 
painted red eyes. Nonetheless, there was a quest at hand. 

I’d had a bacon sandwich that morning, and I’m not one to be a 
hypocrite, so down the gullet Rudolph went. It’s a bit steep at a fiver 
a pop, but with blue stilton mayo, a bit of cheddar, rocket, and onions 
friend in Jack Daniel’s sauce, the juicy, slightly sweet flavoured meat 
was a definite goer.

My mate had a wild boar cob from another stall, with stuffing and 
apple sauce slathered all over it, for four quid. Bloody gorgeous. Thick, 
tender, and a perfect cockle-warmer. I had to sample this delight, so 
I gave up a forkful of my prime dish in exchange. That’s right – the 
goose fat roast taters with beef stew. You’ve gotta get stuck in to 
these bad boys. You can hear the potatoes in the pan, clicking away 
at the poetry of their crispy edges and fluffy centres as you walk past. 

And that stew, the meat a touch overcooked, is flavoured with a force 
to make the Jedis jealous.

There’s more hot food aplenty – bratwursts, churros with dippy 
chocolate, cherry brandy strudels from the Bavarian bakery – 
but some of the most interesting edibles lie in the independent 
stallholders’ hands. There’s Irn Bru and white chocolate Baileys 
fudge; vegan and gluten-free chocolate from The Chocolate Workshop; 
tiny clouds of joy (marshmallow snowcakes); Wiltshire Chilli Farm 
sauce, heat spanning from the fruity mango condo to a sweat-
inducing golden bonnet cough; and the finest of Lincolnshire Poacher 
cheeses, all available in lovely gift-wrapped packages.

The most impressive, though, sits in the Cherry Tree Preserves hut. 
Spicy gooseberry and coriander chutney, peach and amaretto jam, 
raspberry curd, blackcurrant and sloe gin jam – yes, it’s all as good as 
it sounds. And then some.

Me belly needed five minutes, so it was a hot, mulled cider with 
amaretto beside the helter skelter for me. Very tasty, but at six bleddy 
quid, I’d rather stick a bottle of Frosty Jacks in the kettle and be done 
with it. Bridie Squires

Market Square and Long Row

The Barrel Drop
Barrel of Laughs

The Pudding Pantry
For Goodness Cake

Winter Wonderland 
Market Happen



Ady Suleiman
What’s The Score
EP (Sony Music)
 
With Notts currently bossing dance, 
rock and shouty electronic post-punk, 
to cover all bases we really needed 
someone reppin’ reggae-infused 
soul-hop. Step in Ady Suleiman (that’s 
Ady as in ‘email addy’, not Aidy 
Boothroyd). You probably already know 
this talented singer-songwriter from 
his tireless gigging, and will have 
heard the title track before on BBC 
Introducing, YouTube, etc. Now, with 
the full might of Sony behind him, he 
releases it proper on his second EP, 
with A$AP Mob alumnus Joey Bada$$ 
guesting. It’s breezy, poppy stuff that’s 
a perfect foil for Ady’s rich, slightly 
reggae-inflected, almost Finley Quaye-styled vocals. Joey Bada$$’s bars wouldn’t actually 
be missed here, but then, I’m sure they help pull in the YouTube views. Ain’t the Beep sees 
Ady in full-on romance mode, longing after a lady that he wants to, but realistically knows 
he ain’t going to, be with. Sexy horns give an almost D’Angelo vibe, and you’ll be endlessly 
repeating the chorus refrain, “Sound the alarm, bwoh-bwoh-bwoh…”. That disarming 
charm comes undone in an interlude where a disembodied lady’s voice on the end of a 
phone berates Ady for his drinking. He doesn't heed her words on the brilliantly sweary 
invective Drink Too Much, though, “Pass the alcohooooool”. But he’s back on charming 
form by the outro, asking the listener, “What you gunna do? When Ady comes through?” 
For this short EP, the answer is to press repeat and wait for an album. Shariff Ibrahim
 

Attraktors
Future Systems:EP
EP (NGLand Records)
 
The term “gone kraut” has been abused recently by creatively 
flagging artists trying to prove that they’re still capable of 
making relevant music – we’re looking at you, Mr Weller. All 
it really means is that they’ve lobbed a motorik beat onto 
something. But there are still a bunch of modern-day acts 
carrying the spirit as well as many of the stylistic tics of 
the classic krautrock bands of the seventies. Among this 
lot are Attraktors, whose record collections must surely be rammed with musty vinyl 
from this gloriously forward-thinking musical period. This EP has it all – the harmonious 
atmospherics of Cluster, the pulsating energy of Neu!, the mechanical rhythms of 
Kraftwerk, the robotik vocal stylings of Eno. If music that’s informed by the past but 
sounds like the future, the way many of those original Krautrock records still do, is your 
thing, then this will be right up your strasse. Paul Klotschkow
 

attraktors.bandcamp.com 

Kount Masloff
Pop < Culture
Album (1st Blood Records)
 
1st Blood Records are firmly established as an underground 
entity of creativity and mould-breaking – and this release 
once again abides by those objectives and more. A fourteen-
track LP of shrewd production with an array of the creme de 
la creme of rapping talent Notts has to offer, from the vicious 
wordplay exploits of Cappo and Louis Cypher, to the poetic 
storytelling of Rukus Regardless. Pop < Culture manages the 
rare feat of adhering to the street culture of hip hop while also furthering the boundaries 
through vastly differential rhythms and sounds. For me, highlights on the album include 
the opening track Alpha Omega, a futuristic homage to Russell Brand and the socialist 
values of Britain from newboy emcee Ty Healy (who appears on a large proportion of the 
album), and also Brighter Days, a soulful catchy number dominated by the Ghostface 
Killah-like imagery of Rukus Regardless. Jack Garofalo
 

1stblood.co.uk/album/kount-masloff-pop-culture

Haiku Salut
Etch And Etch Deep
Album (How Does It Feel To Be Loved?)
 
I am a newly formed, number one fan of Haiku Salut. 
Loud and proud shall I shout my praise of the all-female 
powerhouse taking musical exploration and instrumental 
experimentation to all-new levels. Their latest offering comes 
as a revelation to my eardrums. Each song title reads as a sort 
of menu – giving you a bit of insight to what you can expect 
to hear from the song. You Dance A Particular Algorithm kicks 
in with poppy, mathletic beats, reminding me of Saturday mornings as a kid, whooping my 
brother’s bottom on Spyro. The No-Colour of Rain and Dust struck a particular chord with 
me. The piano plays melancholy musical poetry, telling us that the rain and the dust are 
ever so sad that they’re not electric blue or magenta. Dig your headphones deep into your 
ear canal, and lose yourself in your imagination with this one. Lucy Manning
 

haikusalut.bandcamp.com

Daudi Matsiko
The Lingering Effects of Disconnection
EP (Self-released)

This well crafted EP of emotional trajectory and hollow 
pain is something of a rare beauty, designed to make even 
the coldest heart tranquil. Matsiko has been on the circuit 
for a fair while now, yet this EP firmly establishes him as 
one of the great songwriters this city has to offer. Let’s be 
frank, indie-folk melancholy love songs are not the hardest 
thing to come by in this day and age, yet Daudi conquers 
those barriers with such angst, captivation and power to 
create something greater than the sum of its parts. The opening track Sandwiches throws 
the listener into a journey from upbeat catchy riffs to pure crescendo-building, Alt-J-like 
grace in the space of three minutes. Warming listening as the cold starts to seep in. The 
wonderful cover artwork only adds to its appeal and sombre state. Daudi Matsiko is a 
name I hope to hear a lot more of. Jack Garofalo
 

daudi.co.uk

Louis Antoniou
Scum EP
EP (Parloscope International Recordings)

Electric guitars, strong vocals, head-banging drum beats, 
and catchy lyrics are a difficult mix to get right, but this is 
one man who’s known for doing so. And he’s doing it well. 
His latest EP shows his immense blues rock talent, and with 
tracks such as Poor Man’s Rich Song, he grasps the essence 
of this genre with both hands and chucks it into our ears. 
Having been on the scene a little while now, it’s easy to 
notice the difference between his more advanced, skilled and mature music compared to 
newcomers, with Suicide Tasty proving he’s nailed the slower tempos as well as the faster 
tracks. With indie and rock club nights growing ever more popular, his music would sound 
perfectly at home at these events, and after listening to the tracks, you can’t help but 
imagine how fun an Antoniou gig would be. One to watch. Hannah Parker
 

facebook.com/louisantonioumusic

No! Disco
Just Visiting
EP (Sound Hub)

Poppy, punky, indie rock, nostalgic of the days when wearing 
skinny jeans was still considered ‘edgy’ and The Maccabees 
were new and exciting. No! Disco are a fresh-faced four-piece 
from the tough old streets of Notts, bringing back the sounds 
of the mid-to-late noughties to the modern day. Think Catfish 
and the Bottlemen. Lyrics bubbling with angst and enough 
instrument thrashing to get you jumping about like you’re 
fifteen again. There seems to be no loose ends out of the four members. As musicians, 
these guys fit together like a Lego set. The first track, Silhouettes, is the band's second 
official single and is a perfect EP opener, showcasing the band's tight production and 
musical chemistry. The title track, Just Visiting, is a great sing-a-long, and their ability 
to create genuinely catchy melodies could mean good things for this lot. This is just the 
beginning for them, after all. Ruby Butcher

nodisco.net

Lost Pets
Lost Pets EP
EP (Self-released)

If you are looking for something that’ll give you the relentless 
riffage of Sepultura or the dexterous wordplay of Jay Z, 
then look away now, there’s nothing for you to see here. On 
the other hand, if you want whimsical indie-pop that’s as 
comforting as sipping tea under a blanket while the rain 
outside batters your window, then you need to get your chops 
around this debut EP from Lost Pets. Although they claim 
that they can’t play their instruments, and song titles such as Richard Loves Doris and 
Mablethorpe are a little icky, there’s some seriously solid songwriting going on here. A Bad 
Year For Artichokes sets the stall out – wistful vocals, jangle-pop guitars, a gentle pace, it’s 
pretty damn good. Lost Pets certainly know their way around a tune, with Discount Sushi 
proving itself to be irresistibly catchy, proper earworm stuff. Paul Klotschkow
 

lostpets.bandcamp.com
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Rolo Tomassi
Grievances
Album (Holy Roar)
 
Loud, quiet, loud: one of the 
hoariest musical cliches in the 
lexicon of rock music. We’ve 
heard it all before, right? Wrong. 
Rolo Tomassi – named after an 
imaginary crime kingpin in 
LA Confidential – manage the 
impressive feat of taking that 
basic technique somewhere genuinely original. On the face of it, 
they’re a straightforward mathcore/metalcore band, with plenty 
of shrieking by singer Eva Spence and her brother, vocalist/
keyboardist James. Opening track Estranged grabs you by the 
throat and pummels you in the face. Then something magical 
happens about halfway through Raumdeuter, Eva begins to 
make her presence felt: the music slows and her voice soars 
like an angel. The effect is breathtaking. The rest of the album 
is stuffed with complex arrangements and shifting tempos, but 
it’s the nuanced contrast between those two voices that really 
holds the attention throughout. Quite stunning. Tim Sorrell

 
rolotomassi.bandcamp.com

Whalo
Sleepy
EP (Self-released)
 
This Stockholm/Nottingham hybrid 
two-man band comprises Johanna 
Lageryd and Matthew Breed. 
Their debut EP is the epitome of 
indie-pop-cum-alternative-rock, 
with proper punchy rhythms that 
give that ultimate cool feel, only 
otherwise found during your first week at the top of the pecking 
order – year eleven. In Artvocado, a clever misspelling of the 
fondly thought of, stone-centred fruit, airy vocals are distorted 
by driving guitar riffs. What’s Left for Us Girls starts with a 
muffled telephone or radio conversation – you’re desperate to 
make out what they’re saying but nothing is clear enough. In 
saunters a host of droning guitar sounds, before a gut-busting 
barricade of bar chords punctuate the false sense of security 
you created for yourself. There’s a mighty good tumpin’ of the 
drums, an’ all. Fans of The Black Kids and old-school MGMT are 
in luck with this one. Lucy Manning
 

whalo.bandcamp.com

Youf
Peak Times
EP (Self-released)
 
The Superdrug eyeliner-clad emo 
buried not so deep within me is 
bouncing about with as much 
joy as is physically possible for a 
being defined by perpetual misery. 
EP opener, Qui-gin & Tonic sets 
the tone for the rest of the record 

– suitably petulant bar chords with a melancholy instrumental 
bridge. Despairingly poetic lyrics with delightful messages 
of woe, including, “Well I hope you find yourself/ Rotting out 
on the inside/ Pass your poison onto someone else” are ever-
present, and often delivered in the obligatory emo scream. It’d 
be nice to have a little variation, and some light relief from all 
the doom and gloom – an ironic love song, perhaps, just to prove 
they can do it. It’s not the best listen following a particularly 
heavy night out, but definitely one for when your mum just 
won’t stop interfering with your life. God, why won’t she just let 
you live?! Lucy Manning
 

youfbanduk.bandcamp.com

The Wild Man of Europe
Gave Up The Ghost
Album (Self-released)
 
Despite their obvious country 
music influences and Americana 
instrumental style, it’s an 
absolute miracle that there is no 
horrendously fake Nashville-esque 
drawl to the vocals on Gave Up 
The Ghost, the follow-up to 2014’s 
Old Fashioned Flames. In fact, 
there’s summat rather Frank Turner about the stylings of vocalist 
Alec Bowman, accompanied by sweet, female, folky harmonies 
as seen on tracks including the slow-burning Forest Floor. With 
six of ‘em, there are more blinkin’ instruments than you can 
shake a stick at – including what sounds like the musical saw on 
Carrion – and all come together seamlessly in All I Ever Can Say. 
The harmonica, in particular, leads the way in taking you straight 
from your Sneinton bedsit to a porch in early evening Tennessee. 
Think Bruce Springsteen, if he was born and raised in north 
Notts. Lucy Manning 

thewildmanofeurope.bandcamp.com

Unknown Era
Unknown Era
EP (Deeper Than Roots)
 
The vibrant, six-track EP from this 
ska group shows us why they've 
gained such a following over the 
past year. It's bouncy, knees-up 
music to get your body moving 
and your blood pumping. The 
band have a narrative approach 
to songwriting and you hear 
the undercurrents of jazz, hip hop and and reggae. Weekend 
Tales takes a dark look at western society, whereas My Town 
highlights youthfulness, with a sing-a-long, dance-a-long 
tune about life in Notts. Change Is the Element is the only 
track on the release that the female lead vocalist gets a proper 
look-in. Emily’s silvery voice gives the EP the injection of 
tenderness that it needs, her intricate verse dropping into a soft 
instrumental breakdown before soaring into a hectic crescendo 
alongside Molly’s gravelly vocals. The EP is bold and captures 
the energy this promising, motley bunch show on stage. 
Definitely worthy of a listen. Ruby Butcher
 

facebook.com/unknowneraband

Various Artists
Space Trix Volume 1
Album (Colour8)
 
Unlike anything you’ve likely heard 
before, Space Trix is a blissful 
piece of synth-heavy, ambient 
music intent on pushing the 
boundaries of how we experience 
sound to new heights. Producer CJ 
Mirra has reworked and mixed all 
tracks on Space Trix into binaural 
audio, creating a unique 3D listening experience. However, you 
must listen to it through headphones or the 3D effects will not 
be heard properly. Never is this more apparent than on closing 
track Webster’s Raft which, although optimises the album’s 
seeming vision as an art installation rather than a music piece, 
feels so stunningly realistic that the natural sounds of the wind 
feel as though they are actually flowing past your ears. It’s not 
a conventional piece of music, but then, that’s the point. Its 
unique feel is its attraction, and the 3D effects leave you feeling 
wonderfully immersed in the album. George Ellis
 

www.colour8.org/vol-1
 

Omie Omz & Fonzse (CBF) - Alright 
(Kendrick Lamar - Alright ‘C-Mix’)
The Compton rapper is given a 
Hoodtown makeover.
 
Blind Thieves - Murdering
Growling bluesy QOTSA bluster 
from the rocking two-piece. 

Moths of Japan - Waves
Legend has it that the moths in 
Japan grow up to thirty metres and 

can weigh 9,000 metric tonnes. 
You don’t want to 
be finding one 
of those
 in your 
bathroom 
when you 
go for a 
shower in the 
morning.

Indiana - Somewhere Only We Know
Nothing says Christmas like a 
mega-corporation ploughing 
millions of pounds into a cynical 
ad with the aim of making 
further millions more pounds for 
themselves. This take on the Keane 
song was up for potential inclusion 
in a certain department store’s TV 
spot a few years ago. Also up is her 
version of The Pretenders’ yuletide 
classic, 2000 Miles.
 
Mark Knight & Adrian Hour 
ft Indiana - Dance on my Heart
There’s more! She started the year 
with her mighty fine debut album 
winning plaudits all over and ends 
it by fronting this total banger of a 
tune. 2015 has been good to Indiana.
 
 

Keto - Up In The Trees
The last time I was up in a tree, I 
found a lost football and a stray 
cat and nothing as blissful as this 
dreamy electro pop.
 
DJ Cable ft Mez - One Line Flows
Big, energetic tune as the Notts 
rapper brags about his ‘flows’. 
We just hope he cleaned up after 
himself and picked up all 
that bread…

Kagoule - Greenbeefo/Centralwing 
(Live)
Last Christmas the ‘Urth’ 
rockers played a show at Stuck 
On A Name. Relive that evening 
with this double-header 
live video.

leftlion.co.uk/llstereo
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Love music?

A unique opportunity to join The Plates 
Crew @ Plates Record Shop and cutting 
studio.

Plates is a specialist vinyl record shop 
based in Nottingham city centre. We sell 
rare, new and used records.

We are proud to have recently built and 
installed a stand-alone cutting studio, 
attached to our shop. 

Plates is looking for someone with 
experience in a management or business 
role to work full time in all areas of our 
business.

Interested?
Email Nick: platesrecords@gmail.com

www.platesrecords.co.uk

Love work!



Write Lion
Self-published authors and books on a kindle
A cheese riot that exposed a food-related swindle
Radicals and rebels pulling the strings
These are some of our book review themes…

Mackerel Scales And Mares’ 
Tails
Edited by Morgenstern, Wilson and Fox
£6.99 (Fine Print)

Taking its title from an old piece 
of seafaring wisdom, the second 
collection of short fiction from the Notts 
Writing Group has change as its theme. 
As you might expect from an anthology 
put together by an enthusiastic group 
of amateur writers, the quality of the stories varies wildly. 
More than one feels more like a writing exercise than a 
story, but there are pleasures to be had in some, like Simon 
Brown’s War Games: an excellent, grimy piece of work that 
feels like the first chapter of a fine zombie novel. David 
Thompson’s Heaven Indeed adds further horror to the 
belief of Sartre that “Hell is other people”, by making the 
other people Daily Mail readers, and Glen King’s Sat Nav 
Hell rests on the pleasing conceit of the underworld being 
reached via the directions of an increasingly hostile sat nav. 
It’s in Wales, in case you were interested. Profits from the 
book go to Framework Nottingham. Robin Lewis

nottswritinggroup.com

Sleeping Dogs
Kelly Vero
£5.15 (FeedARead)

A second outing for Kelly Vero’s 
vampire detective Jack Sant on the 
island of Malta, it has a slightly 
more developed plot than the first 
introductory volume. A body washes 
up on the shores of Malta, but it’s one 
of a series of bodies who have been 
drained of blood. Can Jack shed light 
on this for his friend in the Pulizija? As it happens, Jack is 
able to find out quite a lot about it. And in the process he 
encounters again the only woman he has ever truly loved. 
But there’s more to this than the tale of two vampires – 
how long can Jack’s true identity stay hidden from his 
friends and from more sinister forces? Vero’s novels are 
slim and, though at times you wish for more detail and less 
of the Maltese footnotes, it’s another enjoyable read from 
Nottingham’s Maltese expat. Sue Barsby

electricgeish0.wix.com

These Seven
Nottingham authors
£3 (Five Leaves)

These Seven, an anthology 
commissioned to mark Nottingham’s 
bid to become a UNESCO City of 
Literature and The Big City Read, 
takes the pulse of our contemporary 
scene with six of our finest local 
writers working now. The seventh? 
The late Alan Sillitoe – whose widow 
Ruth Fainlight selected a story for this eclectic collection. 
The inclusion of Sillitoe creates an interesting contrast 
between the parochial, industrial Nottingham of his 
heyday and today’s open, international city: the majority of 
contributors, interestingly, are originally from outside the 
city, but capture the feel of the place with elan. It’s not all 
words either: our superb graphic novel scene is represented 
with an exclusive story by that pencil-wielding genius, 
Brick. A collection to mek yer proud to be Notts. Matt Turpin

nottinghamstories.wordpress.com

The Great Deception
David Belbin
£8.99 (Freight Books)

The third book in David Belbin’s 
acclaimed Bone and Cane series starts 
with a bang. A bang to the head. An 
undercover policewoman is caught 
off-guard outside a New Year’s party 
and, with little else revealed, the book 
takes a two-month step backwards. 
Sarah Bone (MP for Nottingham West) 
is on sabbatical, caring for her sick mother. However, a 
long-buried political scandal soon rears its ugly head, 
threatening both Sarah’s career and the Bone family 
reputation. Meanwhile, old flame Nick Cane struggles 
with going straight after a five-year incarceration for drug 
dealing, unbeknownst he is on a collision course with 
Sarah’s interests yet again. Set predominantly in nineties 
Nottingham, The Great Deception is as gritty as it is twisty. 
Combining political intrigue with dark urban struggle, 
Belbin has crafted another crime thriller that will keep you 
guessing right until the very end. Jack Croxall

freightbooks.co.uk

Radicals In America
Howard Brick and Christopher Phelps
£16.99 (Cambridge Essential Histories)

Co-written by Christopher Phelps, 
Assoc. Professor of American history 
at the University of Nottingham, this 
book chronicles the history of left-
wing movements in the USA since the 
Second World War. Often demonised 
as being unpatriotic, American 
radicals have repeatedly sought the 
roots of social problems, finding ways to exert genuine 
influence and change mainstream opinion. Building on the 
past, mass movements have sprung from the margins to 
challenge the political consensus of their time. From the 
Communist Party, the Black Panther Party, feminism and 
environmentalism, to LGBT rights, Occupy Wall Street and 
the recent I Can’t Breathe protest, this is a comprehensive 
account of how the left has reshaped American politics and 
culture. Each chapter opens with one individual’s pursuit 
of equality, freedom and democracy. The telling is non-
judgmental, the stories inspirational. If you’ve not been 
radicalised by the end, you’ve not been paying attention. 
nottslit.blogspot.com

cambridge.org

Korakas
Anne Holloway
£2.99 (Big White Shed)

Who is Korakas? Mysterious stranger? 
Guardian? Monster? Vampire? The 
story is one which weaves Greek 
mythology and superstition into an 
intriguing mystery. Alithea returns 
to Crete, the island where she was 
born, to search for her mother, Anna. 
She has gone missing from her home 
in England under mysterious circumstances. As the tale 
unfolds, Alithea learns about her father and encounters 
Doug and Allison – friends of Anna’s. Alithea discovers that 
her mother’s experiences have been less than idyllic. This 
is no Shirley Valentine story: a picturesque island setting 
becomes threatening, supernatural and dangerous. The 
parallel worlds of modern Greece as a holiday destination 
and a land of ancient myths coexist with an unnerving 
synchronicity. Simultaneously telling the stories of both 
Anna and Alithea, Korakas draws the reader into the lives 
of the mother and daughter, leaving many unanswered 
questions and with the sense that in Greece, legend and 
reality are inextricably linked. Christy Fearn

anneholloway.co.uk

East Midlands Canals Through 
Time
Ray Shill
£14.99 (Amberley)

Established in 2008, Amberley offer 
pictorial guides that cover history 
and heritage topics with snippets of 
contextual information. They must be 
doing something right as they have 
2,000 titles under their belt. This is 
the second of two books exploring canals in the Midlands. 
We are taken from the early river navigations, such as the 
Trent, to grander structures that pushed the boundaries of 
engineering, such as the Dove Aqueduct. There’s a broad 
range of pictures that include rare photographs, maps, 
and some gorgeous illustrations, such as a horse-drawn 
narrowboat and towing path along the Trent. The first 
canals in the region were the Bond End Canal at Burton, 
the Chesterfield and the Grand Trunk but it was the 
1890s when canal schemes really became boss. Then the 
railways came along and they were left to rot, but more 
recently they’ve seen a revival as alternative living spaces. 
This intriguing account ends with useful information on 
restoration, trusts and nationalisation. Jane Runner

amberley-books.com

Towns in Britain
Jones the Planner
£16.99 (Five Leaves)

This began life as a blog in 2011, 
debating the housing crisis, urban 
regeneration, place-making and 
the creation of civilised streets. As 
it materialised into a book, it was 
shortlisted for the East Midlands 
Book Award and was unlucky not to 
become the first non-fiction title to 
scoop the prize. As Notts becomes burger central and our 
two shopping centres fall intu the trap of becoming generic 
minimalist spaces occupied by the same old suspects, 
this is a much needed prod in the gut to those charged 
with developing our homes. The authors – urban designer 
Adrian Jones and historian Chris Matthews – may very 
well lament some of the baleful decisions that haunt our 
cityscapes but they are equally able to find beauty in the 
eccentricities of the towns they frequent. These urban 
flaneurs have a cutting turn of phrase too. Pride Park in 
Derby is “crap squared, not even aspiring to the standards 
of a business park”. Love it. James Walker  

fiveleaves.co.uk 
 

Nottingham Rising: The 
Great Cheese Riot of 1766 & The 
1831 Reform Riots
Valentine Yarnspinner
£6 (Loaf on a Stick Press)

Don’t be fooled by the pseudonym, 
there’s nothing unreliable about this 
narrator. This is a thorough analysis 
of two key events in our history, 
supported by original sources and 
thoughtfully contextualised. The Great Cheese Riot of 1766 
saw the mayor bowled over by a barrel of cheese, and is 
examined via the wave of food riots that took place that 
autumn. The author suggests that one reason the press 
picked up on it was because there was no exciting war 
news since the Seven Years’ War ended. Although much 
has been written about our castle-burning exploits, little 
is known of the identities of the rioters or their motivations. 
Until now. Those found guilty were either swung from a 
rope or shipped out to the colonies. These are both early 
examples of direct action and evidence that a collective 
mard-on can get things done in a way that words can’t. 
And before you ask, we still don’t know what type of cheese 
it was that did the flattening. James Walker

peopleshistreh.wordpress.com
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words: Adrian Reynolds
illustration: Ian Carrington

Gary, neat and whining charmer,
Thinking he’s the cat’s pyjama
Sprays Faye’s retro red bandana
With his musk
 
And she wonders ‘Is it karma
Blokes that look like Jeffrey Dahmer?’
She gets off on psychodrama
And his tusk
 
It’s a present from his cousin
Who in Chilwell bought a dozen
From a dealer with a disco on the side
 
The truth is less fantastic
The tusk not pachyderm – it’s plastic
But now’s not the time to say the ivory’s snide
 
‘I got it on safari
Somewhere in the Kalahari’
He passes her a bottle of Taboo
 
But it’s the memory of Daktari
Fuelling his uncertain blarney
Hoping she’s not seen the series too
She draws him closer to her
Through a haze of cheap Kahlua
Wondering where the lion sleeps tonight
 
Makes believe that he’s a hunter
Not a pissed-up Sneinton punter
This evening, he’ll stand in for Mr Right
He gets her a Bacardi
Weighs up the fact she’s mardy
Against her fascination with his face

Besides it’s not that often
He meets a girl who’ll soften
To his posing
To his patter
To his place
They get there in a taxi
A beat-up F-reg Maxi
The driver, playing bhangra, looks forlorn
Gary’s getting quite excited
By this woman he’s invited
To take him by surprise and by the horn

 On the sofa they drink coffee
He’s classy, makes it frothy
And equally accomplished, makes his play
 Faye considers for a minute
With her hand she strokes his chin –
It’s then she sees his tusk begin to sway
In this light it seems pathetic
No surprise – it is synthetic
The cheap and shoddy pendant round his neck

In that lingering second
Gary goes from rock to wreck and
Double-takes when Faye still beckons
And they kiss
 
Six years, three kids, two cars later
He’s a painter-decorator
And still wonders why she catered
For his wish
 
And one day when they’re fifty
Watching telly, feeling frisky
Sharing Diet Coke and whisky

Faye just smiles
 
On a wildlife documentary
She sees it’s elementary
Elephants should never be defiled
 
Thanks to Gary’s cousin’s purchase
Of a trinket that’s quite worthless
There’s an elephant in the circus
Not a grave
 
Which makes this poem morally curious
And animal rights types furious
So maybe I should go now, and just wave

adrianinspires.com

Yates’s Wine Lodge
49 Long Row, Nottingham NG1 6JB

Yates’s is one o’ the last pubs in Nottz where yer can still 
tek yer kids and get absolutleh battered wi’ out any do-
gooders tellin yer ta go ‘ome. It’s got loadsa tellies, well 
chunkeh bouncers, and a balcony upstairs so’s yer can 
tab it wi’ a pint and gob on knobheads chantin’ dahn on 
square. In litricha, it’s in that Sillitoe book that everyone 
keeps harpin’ on abaht, but it’s also in BS Johnson’s The 
Unfortunates, which is abaht a journalist who comes up 
to report on a Forest game but can’t stop thinkin’ abaht 
his mate who recently snuffed it cuz o’ the Big C (That’s 
Cancer BTW, not Chrimbo). It wor written in 27 chapters 
that yer can read in any order, which is a bit weird but no 
different than putting yer iPod on shuffle. Innit?  
 
Tale: BS Johnson, The Unfortunates
Ale: Marsala

Poems are an occasional diversion for Adrian Reynolds. 
This one happened when he saw a guy wearing a tusk 

medallion outside a club. He’s the brains behind 
online comic Dadtown which is a semi-2000AD 
style yarn featuring a toddler with a shotgun 

and dancing robots. Adrian also runs 
workshops – there’s one coming up 

on 16 January that’s all about 
helping you get the best 

from the year ahead.  
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Nottingham Panthers

Uniform: Yellow jumpers and cups

Movement: Rapid

Uniform: 

Movement:

Black Panthers

Leader: Gary Moran 

Fists: In jaws

Goals: Scored on a regs

Leader: Huey P Newton

Fists: Raised

Goals: Black nationalism

Movement: Far-left power

Uniform: Black leather jackets and 

berets

Mike Wazowski is a character in Pixar’s 

Monsters, Inc...

The part is voiced by Billy Crystal...

An actor and native of 

New York...

In New York, it is legal for women to 

be topless in the streets...

You can buy a top 

from Peacocks in…

 
Strelley

Fill it, snap it, share it! @leftlion #santasnotreal 

Capricorn (Dec 23 – Jan 19)
There are more efficient ways for 
you to get to where you want to 
be, but by now you're just 
accustomed to following the next 
human conga line.
 

Aquarius (20 Jan – 19 Feb)
The heavens will bestow the 
ultimate blessing on you this 
Christmas: being able to access 25% 
off poultry-based main courses at 
your local ‘Spoons.
 

Pisces (20 Feb – 20 Mar)
In 2016 your life will undergo 
dramatic changes. Feel free 
to interpret that as a positive 
statement if it helps you get through 
the day.
 

Aries (21 Mar – 20 Apr)
While being a good friend often 
means telling awkward truths, you'll 
soon find that sometimes being 
a true friend means keeping your 
mouth shut.

Taurus (21 Apr – 21 May)
You never really considered 
yourself to be a 'dog person', but 
the new year's experimental DNA 
sequencing will soon change 
all that.

Gemini (22 May – 22 June)
You have a tendency to struggle 
with emotion when facing difficult 
situations. Instead of working 
through and understanding your 
own feelings, have you tried 
projecting them as hatred 
onto others?

Cancer (23 June – 23 July)
It's not the hammer of life that will 
beat you down this week, more like 
the ladle of Ainsley Harriott when 
he discovers it's you who has been 
making all those memes of him.
 

Leo (24 July – 23 Aug)
While it's sometimes true that 
a spoonful of sugar helps the 
medicine go down, this probably 
won't be as effective for you 
with suppositories.
 

Virgo (24 Aug – 23 Sept)
Rogue and severe waves have 
been monitored around the coast 
for decades, but until your sudden 
drowning next week, they'd never 
made it as far inland as Nottingham.

Libra (24 Sept – 23 Oct)
Try to remember: it's all a matter of 
perspective. Let's see how bad 
your ruinous financial situation 
looks from the eyes of others who 
care less.
 

Scorpio (24 Oct – 22 Nov)
Some people may find your 
vehement homophobia obnoxious, 
but it's admirable that it hasn't 
stopped you from enjoying sex with 
people of your own gender.
 

Sagittarius (23 Nov – 22 Dec)
You're not the most technically-
minded person, but this Christmas 
you will take a deep interest in 
those lights, numbers and graphs on 
the electronic machines you become 
surgically attached to.



ARM
A B B E Y  R O A D  M U S I C  

NOTTINGHAM’s #1 MUSIC SHOP

Monday - Thursday: 12.00 / 21.00
Friday: 12.00 / 18.00

Saturday: 9.30 / 17.30
Sunday: 10.00 / 16.00 43 Abbey Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham. NG2 5NG 

JANUARY
SALE

Opening times:

STARTING BOXING DAY
10.00 / 16.00

° Amazing deals and products
° After sales care

° Experienced staff
° Friendly atmosphere

° Free parking

 www.abbey-road-music.com

 0115 974 4864Christmas Eve, New Years Eve: 10.00 / 16.00

 Closed on New Years Day

red carpet
fashions

get to the intu Derby
sales in style

Nottingham - Derby fast

every            minutes

trentbarton live  ∞  talk@trentbarton.co.uk  ∞  trentbarton.co.uk/redarrow







Find out how our our undergraduate degree courses
can help you to launch a successful creative career.

Re
ec

e 
St

ra
w

, B
A 

(H
on

s)
 F

in
e 

Ar
t

LAUNCH YOUR      
CREATIVE CAREER 
WITH AN      
ART AND DESIGN 
DEGREE 

Courses available in:
•   Animation, Graphic Design and Photography

•   Costume, Theatre, Film and Television Design

•   Fashion, Textiles and Knitwear Design

•   Fashion Management, Marketing and Communication

•   Fine and Decorative Arts

•   Film, Television and Events Production

•   Music and Games Technology

Visit us
Book now for one of our undergraduate open days:
www.ntu.ac.uk/creative-career
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