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Louise 
Clutterbuck

Louise is a Midlands-
based photographer 
with a love for 
portrait photography. 
She studied at New 
College Nottingham 
but is mostly self-
taught: she likes 

nothing more than pushing herself out of her 
comfort zone to gain new techniques and 
knowledge. Her portfolio is getting pretty 
weighty, and over the past few months she 
has been seeing us right on these here pages. 

Part of what she loves is the remarkable 
people she gets to meet, as well being able 
to experiment with styles. You might have 
spotted her photographs of the wonderful 
Kitty Tray in our February issue – they hit 
it off, so expect to see more collaborations 
between them soon. She’d love to kick her 
9 - 5 in and go freelance full-time and dabble 
in some wedding photography too. We don’t 
think it’ll take her too long at this rate. 

louiseclutterbuck.com
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Okay, which of you almost missed 
Pancake Day because you weren’t 
keeping your beady eye on the lunar 
cycles? Yeah, us too. Flipping mental. I 
won’t go into the debate about nailing 
Easter down to a fixed date, but you 
know, it would save a lot of hassle. 

Back in the real world, actual eggs have 
been smashed – The Music Exchange, 
a retail project that was created by 
Framework back in 2009 to support 
homeless and vulnerable people, is 
closing its doors this month. To say 
we’re saddened by the news is an 
understatement, but we can only say 
a massive “Ta!” to them for being what 
they were for the last six-or-so years. 
They’re chucking a closing party to end 
all closing parties at The Bodega on 
the 19th – grab a ticket, show your 
support and give ‘em a good send off, 
all proceeds from the event will go 
to Framework. 

What else have we got aside from 
bad news? Loads. We caught up with 
Touretteshero, aka Jess Thom, the 
world’s first ever Tourette’s superhero. 
She says the word biscuit more than the 

CEOs of McVities and Fox’s combined, 
and she’s trying to push theatre forward 
while making you all laugh. Another 
woman firmly on our 2016 girl crush list 
is Holly Brockwell; not only is she the 
creator of tech website Gadgette, she 
ain’t afraid to stand up against the trolls. 

Nineteen-year-old Future Bubbler, 
Snowy, has given us a peek up his 
grime-y sleeve and we’re pretty excited. 
Plus, Heck – the artists formerly known 
as Baby Godzilla – are unleashing their 
debut LP on the world this month. We 
had them take some pictures for us, plus 
you can read our review of the album on 
page 42. It’s a bone shaker. 

And, John Stewart Clark – aka Brick – 
has gifted us with his own unique take 
on why there’s a glaring typo on the 
archway leading into what used to be 
the county jail – now Galleries of Justice 

– but what part Beethoven played in the 
whole affair. 

We’ll leave it there, shall we?

Ali Emm
ali@leftlion.co.uk
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Jess Thom, aka Touretteshero,  

 brings her tick-fuelled show to  
 Nottingham Playhouse
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WHAT NOTTS
Find out what’s been going off around and about the city over the past month...
FROZEN DELIVERY
Imagine: it’s a warm day in June – the sun 
is shining, the weather is sweet. You trot to 
the freezer for a Cornetto, and out you pull 
a bleddy finger. That’s a real possibility for 
the folks working at the National Repository 
Centre based at the City Hospital. The 
facility stores frozen body parts for surgeons 
to practise on. They’ve recently gained 
permission to transport them across the 
country – obviously good news, but still 
kinda creepy…

FIREFIGHTER SAVES SYRIAN BABY
Nottingham, we’ve got a hero on our hands 
and he goes by the name of Brendan 
Woodhouse. The firefighter is a member 
of the East Midlands Solidarity group, an 
organisation that offers aid to victims of the 
Syrian Refugee crisis. Mr Woodhouse was 
volunteering in Greece, keeping an eye out 
for refugees arriving by boat in the night. 
When a dinghy with 35 refugees collided 
with rocks as it approached the shore, 
Brendan dove in, and rescued a five month 
old baby from the carnage. 

GLEE vs GLEE
Glee Club have been locked in a perilous 
legal battle over the last few years with all-
singing, all-dancing US TV show, Glee, and 
it looks like they’re winning. According to 
the comedy club, folk have stopped turning 
up to catch the jokest boys and girls in 
the biz, ‘cos they’ve been right put off by 
the teen show. High Court judges ruled in 
favour of the show changing its name, but 
Murdoch’s Fox entertainment have appealed 
the verdict. C’mon, David. Show this Goliath 
who’s boss.

BANK ROBBEREH
Summat proper dodge has gone down in a 
Lloyds TSB bank branch over in Netherfield. 
The branch was robbed of bare p, with the 
culprits still to be found. Proper suspicious. 
We reckon someone’s jetting around the 
Maldives looking pretty chuffed with 
themselves, with Mrs Moppet’s pension 
funding their champagne and caviar 
breakfasts. Or maybe they’ve just treated 

‘emsens to a new sub-woofer. Yanno, it 
is Netherfield...

BIEN FAIT, PAUL 
Our Paul’s only gone and bagged himsen a 
proper bad boy award over in the fashion 
capital of the bleddy world. Yep, France has 
offered Mr Smith their highest honour for his 
contributions to French fashion. The pin-
striped pioneer received the rank of Officer 
in the Order of the Legion d’Honneur award. 
If that ain’t cause for an oo-er, we don’t 
know what is.

BATTERING THE COMPETITION
We’re landlocked and the fish in the Trent 
look too much like Blinky from The Simpsons 
for us to consider eating them, yet we 
somehow manage to keep afloat in the 
fish and chip stakes. The Cod’s Scallops in 
Wollaton bagged themselves a very decent 
third place in this year’s National Fish and 
Chip Awards. Don’t know what they’re 
playing at in places where the fish is fresher 
than a sea breeze up your skirt on a winter’s 
day. But who cares, if chippies still wrapped 
with newspaper, we’d be proud if they 
used ours. 

NOTT NEWS
We don’t know what is gwarning with local 
news in the general Nottingham area, but 
you lot are being proper dry. If you’re not 
robbing each other blind, you’re moaning 
over Tesco deciding to straighten out their 
bleedin’ croissants. Whatever shape they 
are, whack a load of butter on and shove ‘em 
in your pissing gobs. And don’t open ‘em 
again until you decide to do summat proper 
for the city so we’ve got a thing or two that’s 
half decent to write about. 

GRADE ERROR
Bless the little cottons of the sixty-odd 
kiddos in our city who, after revising their 
bums off, opened their envelope only to find 
that the A grades they were expecting 
were nowhere to be found, and C to 
E grades were in their place. The poor 
blighters at West Notts college were initially 
cheated of their rightful grades, but thanks 
to a good kick up the arse from the school, 
exam boards had a rethink and remarked 
the papers. 

Person 1: Why don't you like Valentine’s day?Person 2: I used to have admirers falling out my arse, but now I don't have any.

Grandma: What did your mum put in her 

chicken curry?

Boy: Chicken… 

Lad 1: Noble Road isn’t that bad.Lad 2: It can be a bit rough. My mate got stabbed last week.

“Radishes are so retro.”

“We live up Lark Hill. I think it's a lovely positive place 

to be. Mind you, my husband calls it Death Row.”

“Nice hair. I see you've gone back to the dirty bishop look.”

(Boastful) “I been to loads of funerals 
recently and they’ve all been younger 

than me.”

“You, sir, are the biggest cock I know!”

“Oh, he was just sneezing. I thought he had an affliction.”

Lady 1: Oh look. A funeral hearse.
Lady 2: How sad.
Lady 1: Still, nice to see a horse and carriage.

Man coming off phone: I'll involve you in an 
accident in a minute.

“Dad, I know you work 'ard for your moneh 

but am sixteen in two weeks and I've 

worked 'ard to stay aht a' jail!”

Lady in restaurant: That was the best 

sausage I've ever had.
Man in restaurant: Second best.

Lady 1: Ooh, make sure we get the 

right tram.

Lady 2: I know. We don't want to end 

up in Clifton.

“There’s nowt but fuckin’ chocolates and flowers in the shops for Valentine’s Day.”

Tweet us @LeftLion with your #OverheardInNotts quotes.

BAFTAs
We were livid. Biggest load of claptrap 
we've ever seen! There were hardly any 
British films in it. You have these little 
films getting awards that have only 
grossed a few million pounds. Then they 
completely ignore the Bond films which 
grossed billions. You can't say that they 
don't employ good actors either – just look 
at Judi Dench and Ralph Fiennes. James 
Bond should just win every category at 
the BAFTAs every year they put one out. 

Carl Froch to launch acting career
We don't know who he is, but good luck 
to him. We hope he's a better actor than 
Eric Cantona – who was complete rubbish 
in that film about Queen Elizabeth. If 
he gets some proper training then why 
not? Boxing is a bit like acting anyway, 
it's rather theatrical. Apart from the bits 
where you get your head smashed in.

European Archery Championships 2016
It's great news that they're hosting it 
in Nottingham. Well done to whoever 
sorted that, we'll definitely both go along. 
We remember seeing that big balloon 
race they had at Wollaton Park and it 
was a great day out. There were 
hundreds of balloons going off 
everywhere. We hope it’s like that 
again, but with arrows instead. 
 

Nottingham’s most opinionated grocers on...
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Think your snaps are snappier than the 
rest? Don’t hide your flash under a bushel. 

Send in what you’ve got and it could appear 
right here - photography@leftlion.co.uk

Don’t forget: hi-res, name and website..

Line of Trees
Something to reflect on.

Heather Drake
flickr: hedphoto

Embankment at Night
Trent Bridge by night.

Alex Clark
flickr: ajc--photography



Trent Bridge Silhouettes 
Water under the bridge.

Darren Cowley
flickr: darren.cowley

Love NHS
“Doctor, doctor. I feel like a pair of 
curtains!” *Deafening silence*

Paul Dennan
flickr: davidpaul
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Heck – the band formerly known as Baby Godzilla – have 
been tearing up stages, getting good lovin’ off the alternative 
music press, and sparking musical fires for a few years now. 
The time has come for them to unleash their debut album 
Instructions on the world, and boy are we ready. To get you in 
the mood, here’s them pondering our philosophical questions, 
and answering them with the use of camera trickery. The launch 
will be here in their hometown… we’ll see you down the front. 

Heck, The Instructions Tour Launch, Rescue Rooms, 
Friday 11 March, £5

abandcalledheck.com
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MYSTERY JETS I AUGUSTINES
THE TEMPER TRAP

RAT BOY | LAUREN AQUILINA
SUNDARA KARMA

THE JAPANESE HOUSE
THE SHERLOCKS | LITTLE GREEN CARS

ARDYN | BARNS COURTNEY
BLEEDING HEART PIGEONS

CHAPPO | CIGARETTES AFTER SEX
CROSA ROSA | DANCING YEARS | EKKAH | 

ESTRONS | THE JACQUES
LEWIS DEL MAR | LISS | NEW CARNIVAL

NORTHEAST PARTY HOUSE
STEPHEN KELLOGG | TREVOR SENSOR

PLUS MANY MORE STILL TO BE ANNOUNCED

NOTTINGHAM SUNDAY 29TH MAY

PLUS VERY SPECIAL CO-HEADLINERS
 TO BE ANNOUNCED

FB.COM/DOTTODOTFESTIVAL • #D2DFEST
DOTTODOTFESTIVAL.CO.UK • ALT-TICKETS.CO.UK

WWW.SPLENDOURFESTIVAL.COM  •  #SPLENDOURFESTival
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/SPLENDOURFESTIVALUK  •  @SPLENDOURFEST

* STALLS * * FUNFAIR * * BARS * * KIDS’ AREA *

SATURDAY 23RD JULY 2016   WOLLATON PARKSATURDAY 23RD JULY 2016   WOLLATON PARK
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Busy 2016 so far?
Exciting. Busy as hell, though.

Highlight?
Being put on Future Bubblers [a talent discovery 
and development project led by Gilles Peterson and 
Brownswood, supported by Arts Council England], 
got a meeting with my mentor in London soon. Been 
in the studio with Sticky Blood [Sheffield based 
producer duo, one half of whom is ex-Arctic Monkeys 
bassist Andy Nicholson]. Finishing off a couple tracks 
that’ll be singles later on in the year. Working on a 
music video for my EP, which is coming out soon. The 
video is near enough finished – actually hoping to 
receive the last edit today.

Did you have to apply for Future Bubblers?
Yeah. I go to The Elementz studio, and they told 
me I should go for it. At first I wasn’t sure, but then 
thought, “why not?” So I submitted three tracks and 
then I got the email.

What’s happened with it so far? 
I’m working with Sway, my mentor, next week. I 
haven’t done much with it yet cos I’ve been so busy 
with everything else. But we’re gonna be planning a 
release, maybe a vinyl. I’m working with Red Bull as 
well – I’m the key artist for them in the East Midlands. 
At the minute it’s a case of trying to figure out what I 
want to do with what. 

What do you think to the other artists on 
Future Bubblers?
I’ve met Yazmin before, and I’ve seen the other peeps 
from Notts around but never met them. Turns out Gaz 
from Congi is kinda from my area as well, but 
we didn’t know each other. And I listened to some 
of his early stuff when I was growing up, which was 
weird when I applied as well. Nathaniel from Mimm 
told me to apply too, so there’s a few people on it 
associated with Mimm. I’m the only rapper on Future 
Bubblers, though. 

You get quite a lot of loving from 1Xtra…
Yeah, I’m on there quite a lot. It’s like a second home. 

How do you manage to keep the quality of the stuff 
you upload to SoundCloud so consistent?
I don’t upload everything. I’ve got enough tracks to 
last me till the end of next year, and I’m still building 
on it as well. Once I get my EP out the way, I’ll open 
the floodgates to everything else. 

How do these songs come about – do you work off a 
beat or come up with the bars first?
One of the songs I’ve done is with a London producer 
called Masro. He sent me a link to the instrumental, 
then I wrote to it that night and sent it back to him. 
And now Universal wanna sign the track. So, it just 
depends really. I might hear something on the way 
somewhere and be like, “Let me get it”. Red Bull 
linked up me and Sticky Blood. They showed them 
one of my tracks, they liked it, and then went to their 
studio in Sheffield, recorded Gravy, One Bar In which 
is on Channel AKA. I just got another one with them 
as well. 

You’re a very high energy performer. Is it the live 
side of things or the songwriting you enjoy more?
I love it all. I just love music. I love being on stage – 
even though it is tiring – and I like making songs as 
well, helping people with their ideas. I’m in the studio 
a lot, at least four days a week. I can’t stop, if I do I 
don’t feel right. It’s tiring, but it’s fun. 

Did you grow up making music?
I’ve always liked music. And when we were 
younger everyone on the estate used to do it, so 
I thought I’ll do it as well. I stuck with it and it’s 
taking me places. It’s better than sitting at home. 
If I weren’t doing music I don’t know what I’d be 
doing, if I’d even be around right now. It’s 
good energy. 

Locally, who are you loving?
I work alongside Mez, Kyeza, DDot, Kidda Beats, 
and BeatGeeks as well. Illmana (Kaiden Gray), 
Riddla and Greeze Team, I work with them a lot. 
There’s a lot of people in Notts, but I’ve got my 
tunnel vision on right now, I know what I need 
to do and what I want to do. 

Musically, in Notts, what clicked?
Notts don’t like me. They love globally before 
they love locally. I don’t know why, but 
Notts hates me. I think it’s cos I don’t care. 
Especially now more than ever, people see 
what I’m doing – when they see this full page 
they’ll be like, “what?”. People always tried 
it with me and now they can’t. There’s a few 
times I performed in Notts and it’s been nice. 
Took ages to get the love. I’ve been grafting for 
five or six years now, and I’m only nineteen. 

What can you tell us about the EP?
I thought of a name for it the other night – Knotts 

– it might not be the name, but I like it. One 
of the lead tracks on there has that title. It’s 
about how my head’s all over the place at the 
minute. It’s six tracks long, all grime. Gonna 
be released through redbull.com. The video 
should hopefully be online very soon and 
remixes and videos will come out after too. 
 
Snowy’s brand new Knots EP is out now at 
Redbull.com 

soundcloud.com/snow667

 There’s a lot of 
people in Notts, but 
I’ve got my tunnel 
vision on right now, I 
know what I need 
to do and what I 
want to do.

These past few years have seen Notts do pretty well musically. Five top 40 albums, a 
No 2 single, sell-out Rock City shows etc. The latest scene out of Hoodtown that looks 
to do big things is grime. 19-year-old Snowy is at the forefront, having been selected 
as one of Gilles Peterson’s Future Bubblers, as well as receiving a ton of love from BBC 
Radio 1Xtra and other national media. He’s been grafting for years, but he found time 
for a chat with us as he prepares to launch his debut EP.

interview: Sam Nahirny
photo: Louise Clutterbuck
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Tell us a bit about Gadgette…
It’s a technology website written by and for women. A lot 
of the big tech sites are written mostly by men and their 
audiences are majority male. We wanted to do something a 
bit different. We’re aimed at women, but we do have 
a lot of male readers – I think it’s because we write in a 
way that’s inclusive and they like our tone of voice. We’re 
quite irreverent.

Starting something new is such hard work. It takes up all 
your evenings and weekends and you think about it 
relentlessly. It takes over your life, and you’re never sure if 
you’re doing the right thing or if you’ll have a job next year. 
When someone says that what you’re doing is really good, it 
means everything. It makes it all so worthwhile.

Gadgette has a pink colour scheme, and doesn’t shy away 
from talking about beauty and fashion technology. Is it 
important that the site isn’t gender neutral?
We do some beauty tech, but it is heavily tech-based. The 
fashion stuff we do is kind of geeky; Marvel characters and 
Doctor Who. As for the pink, it's deliberate. Women are 
constantly told what they should and shouldn't like. We're 
saying it's fine to like tech and pink, or neither. There are 
no rules, the ethos of the site is to overtly say “women are 
welcome here”. As a woman, I don’t get that impression 
from the other sites. I read one the other day that said a 
certain phone was “slim and sexy like Gisele”, and that 
makes me think that I’m not the person this is aimed at.  

What do you think has been a positive advancement in 
technology for women?
It’s really good to see smartwatch manufacturers have 
opened up to the fact that women exist. When they first 
came out they were absolutely massive, and while it’s a 
little outdated to talk about masculine and feminine styling, 
there is a degree to which things will and won’t appeal to 
women. It’s not about making them rose gold and chucking 
diamantes on them, it’s about making something stylish, 
smart and wearable. 

What’s been the most negative?
I don’t think advancement in technology itself is negative 
to women, but booth babes are an issue in the industry. At 
tech shows, certain brands will turn up with two women 
in hotpants and bikinis dancing around. It’s frustrating 
because they’re not part of the company and they can’t 
answer your questions. It’s disappointing that they can’t 
come up with a better way to sell their product. It’s 

getting better, though, and there are women that work on 
the stands and it’s always a relief to see them.

Tell us about that smartwatch incident...
[Laughs] That was a good one. That was at a trade show, 
and it was a massive global manufacturer. I went up to 
their stand, and I knew they had a smartwatch they’d been 
unofficially showing to people. I asked if they were showing 
the watch, and a guy who was clearly representing the 
company said, “No, but I bet if you flash them, they’ll show 
you”, and he mimed me lifting my top up. It was ridiculous. 
He knew from my face that he’d messed up.  

Were you involved in Gamergate at all?
If you talk about it, they [internet trolls] really go after you.  

You can’t comment?
No. I had it recently because I wrote something about an 
app: I interviewed the creator and pointed out some 
problems, and he decided that it was unworkable and chose 
to withdraw it. People who were playing that game are 
furious with me because they thought I’d had it taken down. 
Someone put a picture of my Twitter avatar on their screen, 
ejaculated on it, and sent me a photo. It’s quite a popular 
way of putting women down, known online as a tribute. 

Recently, someone tweeted me, “Here’s hoping that 2016 
is the year Holly follows in her father’s footsteps”. My dad 
committed suicide, and they’d attached a picture of the 
way he died. What shocked me was that instead of putting 
the image in the tweet, he put it behind a link so he would 
know when I’d seen it.

Can you not go to the police? 
They don’t care. The first question they ask is if you know 
who they are in real life. If you don’t, it’s the end. Speaking 
out doesn’t work, staying quiet doesn’t work. All I can do 
to shut them up is to stop being a woman or stop having 
opinions. But I bloody well won’t be silent. 

You’re trying to get sterilised, which has led to a 
backlash online. Why do you think so many people want 
to comment on what you do with your own body?
It’s part of a very old narrative – some men don’t want 
women to have autonomy over their bodies. I’ll get told off 
for saying it’s men, but it is men. All the nasty comments 
were from men. It suits a certain type of old-fashioned guy – 
they don’t want us to have our own opinions and be able to 
change things. 

I saw your blog article about the Daily Mail comments…
You haven’t lived until Daily Mail readers comment on 
the size of your vagina. One of them was, “It’s gonna be 
massive because she has so much sex” and the other one 
was, like, “No, it’s gonna be tiny because she’s had no kids”. 
The level of brain power that went into that… 

Do you think the growing presence of technology in our 
lives is a positive and exciting thing, or something that’s 
quite scary and intrusive?
Virtual reality is something  people are worried about: 
we’re all gonna disappear into our headsets, not talk to 
each other and waste away. But they’re totally missing the 
positive side that you can enter a whole new universe and 
escape your physical body. Those who are disabled in some 
way can water ski – that’s amazing. Imagine education – 
you can put a headset on and go into the Battle of Hastings 
and actually be there on the battlefield. 

There are also advancements in wearables. They started 
off as wristbands and jewellery, and they’re going more 
towards integrating with our body. The next step will be 
that they become part of us. It’s scary in some ways but 
amazing in others. At the moment we’re slaves to physical 
biology. If our body or brains fail, there’s not much we can 
do. Technology is moving forward in a way that soon we’ll 
be able to do something about it.

Can you tell me a bit about the Drum Woman of the Year 
Award 2015?
The Drum is a really cool magazine and website for those 
in the creative industry. I got nominated for their Woman of 
the Year award, which was out of the blue. I was up against 
these unbelievably impressive women. I went along, sat 
with a glass of wine, and then I won – I hadn’t prepared a 
speech or anything. There’s a brilliant video of me going up 
to the stage looking baffled. I was a bit tipsy at that point. I 
don’t even know what I said. 

Would you call yourself a feminist?
Absolutely. I don’t think it’s a dirty word. I know it has had 
a lot of negative connotations added to it over the last few 
years, but I think that’s a deliberate effort to derail what 
we’re trying to achieve. There are a lot of people who are 
deliberately and wilfully trying to misconstrue what we’re 
trying to say. The meaning of feminism – fighting so women 
are treated and respected as equals to men – I 100% 
agree with.

gadgette.com

interview: Lucy Manning
illustration: Alix Verity

Technology has become an unavoidable accessory in the lives of us 21st century dwellers – and our gender has nothing to 
bleedin’ do with it. With a large proportion of tech sites geared towards the male of the species, Holly Brockwell has answered 
the call for accessible circuit-board conversation. We caught up with the kickass woman from West Bridgford who’s behind 
online tech mag, Gadgette...

 You haven’t lived until Daily 
Mail readers comment on the size 
of your vagina.” 
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Could you explain how the Whistling Orchestra 
fits into your usual way of working?
I’ve been working with the voice for a few years 
now, looking at our relationships to places, and 
with each other in particular places, whether that’s 
a city like Nottingham or one particular building 
like Greyfriars in Lincoln. I’m very interested in the 
ways we often relate to each other without really 
thinking about it – without our communications 
being part of a conscious process. I approach the 
voice through what it can do without words.

Is your background entirely in visual art, or do 
you have some musical training?
I studied at Goldsmiths in visual arts, but I’ve 
always played and written music, as well as 
drawing and painting. At Goldsmiths, I found 
myself wanting to do more performance work, but 
the kind of work I was interested in was hard to 
do in an art school context. Making site-specific 
work involving lots of other people didn’t really fit 
into a university setting where the emphasis is on 
individual practice. Once I finished, I was able to 
expand into those things.

History, and especially social history, seems to 
play a big part in your work too… 
I’m interested in how histories resonate in the ways 
we might inhabit a place, regardless of whether we 
have a strong feeling about it, because we’ve spent 
a long time there, or if it’s a more transient link. 
Often, I’m thinking about how we carry places with 
us, or how in the history of certain locations you’ll 
find certain behaviours being enacted repeatedly 
on the same site, as though there’s a remnant of 
something where the place affects what people do 
there in some way.

In this Nottingham project, was there anything 
in the city’s history that led you to whistling as 
the specific form of voice you wanted to explore?
I’d looked at the cultures of whistling as part of 
a project I did at Arnolfini in Bristol a year or so 
ago. I’d been looking at the power of the voice to 
connect people and came across snippets about 

‘whistling languages’. I was also thinking about 
work songs as a form for expressions of community 
and protest. Almost as soon as I began my research 
I found stories about miners whistling on buses, 
and read John Lucas and Allan Chatburn’s book, 
A Brief History of Whistling. I also discovered that 
Sheila Harrod – an amazing, nationally-renowned 
whistling champion – lived nearby.

Have you found any evidence of the ‘whistling 
languages’ you mentioned? I think in John 
Lucas’s book he gives an example of resistance 
fighters in Italy using whistling to communicate...
It’s mostly been musical uses of whistling that I’ve 
found here, so far. Before I started, I kept hearing 
that people don’t really whistle any more, but I 
think I’ve become more tuned in and I notice that 
people do still whistle a lot. Only today I was 
walking behind someone who was whistling very 
loudly with headphones on. My real interest is that 
whistling is the most democratic form of music-
making possible. You don’t need an instrument, you 
don’t even need a good voice. 

Have you found that older people whistle more 
than younger people?
I picked up a lot of differences, some generational 
and cultural, some important ones around gender, 
too. Historically, it wasn’t the done thing for women 
to whistle. It was seen as common and there are 
lots of old songs and poems about the horror of 
having a ‘whistling wife’. This is something Sheila 
Harrod talks about, that what she did was seen as 
quite risqué back in the day.

What stories and material have you found about 
work songs in Nottingham?
I’ve had some sessions with Radford Care Group – 
an elderly residents group – and met people who 
worked at Player’s, Raleigh and other local factories. 
One common memory has been about the BBC 
going to a different factory each week to broadcast 
radio programmes. Some people also talked about 
how, as members of bands or as singers, they 
would perform lunch-hour concerts. This seemed 
to be common and some of the factories had proper 
stage setups and equipment.  
 
The songs often reflected things that were 
happening in and around the city. I also learned 
from the Ex and Retired Miner’s Association that 
there is some great footage of miners’ songs – and 
that material sounds much more traditionally 
folky, in contrast to the material the BBC were 
broadcasting, which was designed to keep you 
working. The miners’ songs were sung after 
work, which allowed them to be more interesting 
musically than many of the things played in 
factories during working hours, which were subject 
to lots of restrictions.

Whistling and songs are often used for subtle 
subversion, as when somebody says something 
stupid and you might make a whistling noise to 
ridicule it without saying anything specific.
Yes, and often in songs you’ll find the lyrics got 
changed to be cheerfully offensive, and then the 
changed song would be whistled, so those who 
heard the tune but didn’t know the offensive words 
would think it was just a jolly little tune, while 
those who did know would get the hidden meaning. 
There are a few songs that were used like that. One 
that sticks in my head is ‘A-Tisket-A-Tasket’ where 
the ‘little yellow basket’ became a ‘bastard’.

In terms of the final Whistling Orchestra 
performance, do you know yet who is 
taking part?
We did an open call and about ten strong adult 
whistlers joined us, so they and Sheila Harrod will 
hold the main melody lines, making the spine of 
the piece. Then we’re working with Nottingham 
People’s Choir who will be doing the harmonies. 
We also have children from Mellors Primary School 
and they will be doing the percussion and other 
sounds, like clicking their tongues and blowing, 
but all using the mouth as an instrument.

A bit like beat boxing? I often hear kids making 
percussive sounds while listening to music, so 
maybe that’s partly supplementing whistling?
One thing someone mentioned to explain why 
whistling might be less common than it once was 
is that popular music might have become too 
complicated. A simple melody line can be whistled 
very easily, but the faster, more complex rhythms 
used in popular songs now can be percussive 
rather than melodic vocally – ‘uh huh ah’ or ‘ooh ooh 
ha’ rather than the simpler melodies of the songs 
the BBC were broadcasting in factories. But I’ve 
also noticed that whistling is often unconscious, 
and what we whistle often just tracks whatever is 
in the air. Listening to what people whistle is like 
having access to a snapshot archive of what parts 
from popular songs have really stuck in their minds.

Will the score be a one-off, dependent on the city 
as a location and its very particular history?
For me it is really special to create a short piece 
of music that is both about and made from 
Nottingham’s history and people, drawing on songs 
with a history and continuing presence here. We 
will be recording our performances – it can also be 
interesting to take these very site-specific works 

elsewhere. There have been other projects I’ve done 
around a particular neighbourhood or building, and 
when I’ve taken the work abroad, into a completely 
different, slightly random context, they still 
resonate with the sites, people and histories that 
shaped them.

The Whistling Orchestra Performace, Primary, Seely 
Road, NG7 1NU, Saturday 27 February, 3 - 4pm, free; 
Nottingham Contemporary, Tuesday 26 April, free. 

A Brief History of Whistling by John Lucas and Allan 
Chatburn is published by Five Leaves.

weareprimary.org

interview: Wayne Burrows
photo: Louise Clutterbuck

Emma Smith is an artist whose raw materials are places, people and their shared histories, and whose works 
are collective performances. We caught up with her as she concluded her Intersections residency at Primary to 
talk work songs and her curation of a whistling orchestra.

Whistle While You Work
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What prompted you to create Backstage in Biscuit Land?  
The roots are in a difficult experience I had at the theatre in 2011. I’d gone to see a show 
and to meet Mark Thomas at a theatre in London. I’d got in touch with Mark and the 
theatre before the night and did everything to explain my tics and to prepare them. Mark 
was wonderful. We met beforehand and he introduced me at the start of the show, but 
people still moaned about me in the interval. The manager asked if I could move to the 
sound booth at the side and that was absolutely devastating. I cried and made a promise 
to myself that I would never go to the theatre again. 
 
But it wasn’t a promise I kept. In fact, I decided to look for the only seat in the house where 
I wouldn’t be asked to leave – on the stage. Along with theatre creator Jess Mabel Jones, 
who I perform in the show with, and Matthew Pountney, co-founder of Touretteshero, 
I created Backstage in Biscuit Land. It’s a show that talks about my experiences with 
Tourette’s and my journey from Tourette’s sufferer to superhero. Most importantly, it 
talks about theatre itself and our belief that if you make it inclusive it makes it 
better for everyone.

How is it designed as an evening for everyone, including people who may tic during 
the performance?   
All of our shows are relaxed performances – that’s a movement within British theatre 
describing shows that offer a warm welcome to everyone, particularly people who might 
not be able to follow usual conventions and theatre etiquette. There’s usually pre-show 
information so people know what to expect. People can make individual noise if they 
need to, they can go in and out, and everybody involved in the theatre understands that’s 
happening and is trained to be able to support further access needs.

Up until fairly recently they’ve often been associated with children’s shows; we’re very 
proud of our role in promoting adult relaxed performances – they’re for everybody and 
create a more dynamic and exciting theatrical experience. All of our shows are relaxed, 
and all of our shows are different because I’m neurologically incapable of doing the same 
show twice.

How has the show affected how you think about your own Tourette’s? Has it helped? 
Touretteshero, in general, isn't just a show. We’re an organisation that’s been running 

for six years and we use the creativity of Tourette’s to create understanding and to 
build a more inclusive community. The show itself has definitely made me feel 

more confident about explaining what I need, asking for help when I need it, 
and feeling confident in my right to be in a public place with other people.

about them. 
 

Do you get a lot of creative ideas from some of the vocal tics you’ve 
experienced – some of them are quite vivid in their imagery...

Central to Touretteshero is the idea that the tics have value, are 
interesting and creative in their own right, and that not doing 

something with them would be wasteful. It’s an idea that’s 
embedded in everything we do. It’s not just about using them 

as a springboard for my own creativity, but inviting other 
people to use them too. The website has over 300 images 

and poems in our gallery inspired by tics. 

With Backstage in Biscuit Land, the tics generate or have 
helped generate lots of the texts and scripts. Obviously 
I don’t stick to them, they evolve constantly. If they’re 
an interesting idea, we add that into future shows. It’s 
using my neurology as a creative tool and explaining 
that to other people.

 

Jess Thom, aka Touretteshero, the world’s first Tourette’s superhero, uses the unique perspective the syndrome gives her to 
right wrongs and ensure theatre goers have a bloody good time in her uber-creative stage show, Backstage in Biscuit Land. 
We gave her a call ahead of her Nottingham run...

interview: Hazel Ward
illustration: Rikki Marr

 All of our shows 
are different because 
I’m neurologically 
incapable of doing the 
same show twice. 
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What kind of feedback have you got from audiences? 
We’ve had an incredibly warm response from audiences, and really wide audiences. One of the 
things I hadn’t anticipated when we first took the show to the Edinburgh Fringe in 2014 was 
the great response we would get from other theatre makers, performers and directors. We’ve 
got loads of invitations to go and see other people’s work, but most importantly, other people 
involved in theatre got interested in the idea of relaxed performances. As a direct result of 
seeing our show, the Old Vic held its first ever relaxed performance at the start of the year.  
 
We often talk about creativity being able to spark change but I think the show Backstage 
in Biscuit Land is a really interesting example of that in practise. We’ve also had amazing 
responses from audiences of all ages up and down the country and we’re really looking 
forward to bringing it to Nottingham. In terms of negative responses, we haven’t received 
a huge amount. I’m sure that there are some people who… it’s probably quite a different 
experience and it may be that some of the ideas challenge traditions of theatre etiquette, but 
generally, people are open to that.
 
Were you nervous or worried about the responses of charities and people with Tourette’s? 
To be honest, no I wasn’t. It felt like a very natural and a very important thing to do. Maybe 
I was nervous about whether I would be able to do the subject justice, and it’s obviously 
a creative challenge to build a show that allows space and spontaneity, while getting the 
messages that we wanted to share across when we first started. 

It did feel like there were more risky things that we wanted to say and explore which could 
be a threat. We didn’t know how people would respond; that felt quite new. People in the 
Tourette’s community have been very positive, as well as the wider disability community and 
other people who aren’t affected by disability directly. The Tourette’s show is for everybody 

– with or without tics – and it’s through shared knowledge and shared laughter that we can 
create real social change.
 

 I definitely don’t think about biscuits nearly as 
much as I talk about them. 

Do your tics evolve or do you generally have the same set of tics? 
They change – some are very different and are a very persistent presence in my life. I do say 
the same regular set and have had the regular tic of ‘biscuit’ for six years. Before that, for an 
equally long period of time, my main tic was ‘squirrel’, but I don’t say that at all anymore. It 
could change at any point, which could lead to a slight branding issue for the show... The 
same tic will change, becoming more complex or simpler, but tics are random. Everything I’ve 
ever known can become a tic and why or what certain words do is eclectic and is a complete 
mystery. I definitely don’t think about biscuits nearly as much as I talk about them.

Do you have a tic that you’re quite fond of?
Some have really lovely qualities to them, and I like lots of them for different reasons. “Replace 
every chimney in London with a penguin” is one of my personal favourites because the 
imagery it creates in my mind. There’s a tic that goes, “It is the hippies of outrageous fortune 
that weigh heavy on the mind of dogs”, which is obviously messed up Shakespeare, which I 
really enjoy. Again, not because it was insightful, but because it took really unusual ideas and 
added them together in an interesting way. And I’m always very fond of tics where I talk to the 
sky or the moon or the stars. “Moon did he get fat with the stars” – I quite like that one. 
 
Do you think theatre has had too many barriers in place for people in general? 
Yeah. I think, like with a lot of areas of life, there are barriers for people who speak differently 
and there’s a lot of theatre and lots of public spaces that don’t consider that some people need 
to do things differently. There’s also a movement to change those. I also think it’s very easy to 
live with a condition like Tourette’s and to put up your own barriers. My choice to stop going 
to the theatre was largely because of my preconceptions about that not being the space for 
me and some of that definitely came from the messages I got from the world around me, but 
some of that was from my own discomfort with my tics and my condition. Being able to accept 
myself and learn more, and be able to advocate through my own access and my own needs as 
well as that of others has had a powerful impact. We need to change barriers wherever they 
exist within institutions and some of that may be within ourselves.
 
Note: for clarity we’ve edited out Jess’s tics from this interview but to read more about them go 
to touretteshero.com
 
Backstage in Biscuit Land, Nottingham Playhouse, Wednesday 9 - Thursday 10 March, £13/£15.
 

touretteshero.com

“Imagine I was a gas, a liquid and a solid in Brighton.”

“David Blaine 

is on fire
 in your 

mother’s womb.”

“It’s raining bears and mums.”

“Stuff your turkey with biscuits.”

“I love sharp and 
precise Nice biscuits.”

Touretteshero’s tics in all 
their surreal glory are posted 
on their website and people 
are invited to draw their own 
interpretations of them. We 
picked a few of our favourites...
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“Lamp-post, your light 
is more beautiful than a 

nightingale playing 
the harmonica.”

“I’ve never thought 

about teenage 

pregnancy in wolves.”

“Good afternoon, 
Britain. Please pencil 

in a revolution.”

“Daz or lightbulbs? Choose.”



Sisters Sally and Becky Morris have been blogging as A Recipe for Gluttony for several years now, 
and more recently, they’ve been flexing their culinary wizardry with a series of supper clubs in 
Nottingham, Sheffield and Bristol. Now, for the first time, they are trying something new with 
an event that pairs food and dating: Small Plate Speed Date.

More people are eating out than ever before, as is evident 
from our great independent dining options, as well as 
the boom in chain restaurants popping up all over the 
city. Bill’s have just reported gastronomical profits for 
their last financial year, and you couldn’t walk through 
Market Square in February without noticing the restaurant 
windows full of love hearts, balloons and Valentine’s offers. 

Eating out and dating have long been a pairing – think 
about Lady and the Tramp’s two doe-eyed dogs sharing 
that bowl of spaghetti and meatballs over a candle. 
Romantic, right? And if you look back at your own – 
however painful – dating history too, we’re pretty confident 
you’ll have memories of eating out on early dates. We spoke 
to Sally and Becky to find out more about their spin on 
dating and dining...

Tell us about Small Plate Speed Date...
Sally: It’s a dating night with a difference. Basically a series 
of mini dinner dates where people can meet over a bite of 
food. We have taken the speed dating format and added 
food to it as an icebreaker.
Becky: It’s a chance to meet some nice people, maybe make 
a friend, maybe something more...  
 
Where did the idea come from?
Sally: A drunken conversation with a friend who was 
thinking of trying speed dating but thought that it would 
be cringey and hard to talk to people. We started thinking 
about whether it could be slowed down a little to allow 
more conversation – the usual time frame is three minutes 
per date – and whether we could add something to bring 
people together. Food was the obvious answer. We all 
eat and we all have passionate ideas about food, so there 
is always something about food that two strangers can 
connect through.
Becky: Plus, it's really hard to meet people these days. 
Aside from the tons of apps and dating websites, how do 
you meet someone? If you can't hit that holy grail of getting 
together with a friend of a friend, perhaps meeting in this 
way – in a cool bar, with some great food and a relaxed 
atmosphere – would be a good way to go. And then we 
thought of the name and couldn't say no.

Why did you choose to focus initially on lesbian 
speed dating?
Becky: We have a few gay friends who don't really want to 
be ‘on the scene’, but really struggle to meet someone they 
like. There’s not a huge choice of events in Notts to choose 
from, although there are some good groups and pubs and 
stuff, so we thought about adding something new to the 
mix. A way to meet some new people and expand your 
social circle without having to go out to a club playing 
music that you don’t like.
 
Neither of you live in Nottingham right now. Why did 
you choose our city? 
Becky: Nottingham is still the place I refer to as home, 
even though I don't live here anymore. Home is where your 
friends are, and we still have a huge link to the city in that 
respect. Nottingham deserves cool stuff to happen, and 
with the lovely new bars and restaurants opening up it 
feels like a good time for the food scene. 
Sally: We still have lots of friends and family here, and 
I still work part-time in Radcliffe. A few months ago we 
were offered a new home for our Nottingham supper club 
at Creative Occupations Bureau cafe in Cobden Chambers, 
and when we were talking about our ideas they were really 
excited and asked us to do two nights.

As you mentioned, some people will be put off by the 
idea of speed dating – how is this different?
Sally: We want to make this a unique, fun night for daters. 
Each couple will have an intimate table and space to talk 
freely. They will be served a small plate of food and given 
six to seven minutes to eat and chat. There will be breaks 
every few courses to replenish drinks and mingle too. 
Becky: Everything’s better with food, right? We also have 
some lovely hosts who will wander and make sure everyone 
is okay. Everyone is welcome to just come dressed as they 
like, be themselves, relax and have a nice evening meeting 
new people.

What kind of food can your daters expect?
Sally: The menu is vegetarian so everyone can eat the 
same thing. There will be ten courses covering starters, 
mains and desserts, so it should be pretty satisfying. 
We toyed with the idea of making international dishes so 
that if people have travelled it would give them an extra 
angle to talk about. In the end we went for more European 
flavours as it makes a more coherent dinner. The most 
important part of the evening is providing a space for 
people to connect. The food is just one way of enabling 
those connections. 
Becky: We have some pretty yummy dishes lined up – from 
a spanish tortilla with romesco sauce, to mushroom and 
hazelnut tart and frozen praline nougat for pud. 

How did you select the dishes? Were you conscious to 
avoid things that people can get stuck in their teeth or 
slop down their fronts?
Sally: God, yes. We’ve thought about this a lot. The 
practicality of the food has been the most important 
aspect when designing the menu, and we’ve become a bit 
obsessed with it. Imagine arriving at a six-minute date 
to be served a bowl of ramen noodles – all that slurping. 
Horrible. We developed a pretty long list of banned 
ingredients too: raw garlic, spinach, noodles, anything too 
chewy or too dry...
Becky: Oh, the horror of serving something like spag bol 
which people would instantly drip all down their fronts. I’m 
clumsy, so this particular topic has been very close to my 
heart. It's been fun doing the recipe testing and figuring 
out what will and won't work. Even I could eat these 
dishes elegantly.

Why do you think food and dating are such a 
popular combination? 
Sally: Why are food and sex popular?
Becky: Going out for a meal is a great way to spend an 
evening with someone. By breaking it down into small 
chunks as we’re doing, it hopefully takes the pressure off 
having a full meal with a stranger, while still giving you 
enough time to get an insight into whether you really could 
watch that person eat for the rest of your life. Food and 
love are two fundamental human needs, so putting them 
together can only be a good thing.
 
Have you had any disastrous date night meals? 
Sally: I can’t think of anything clean enough to put 
in print...  

Speed Date Small Plate, Creative Occupations Bureau, 
Cobden Chambers, £25 per head. Thursday 18 March for 
girls who want to meet girls and Friday 19 March for 
men and women. Numbers are limited, tickets can be 
booked online. 

arecipeforgluttony.wordpress.com 

interview: Alex Ryder
illustration: Jamie Wignall A BIT DISHY
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His shoulders heaved up and down as the 
girl lay lifeless, her blood trickling down 
the steps. I could feel the fear rising in the 
room. Milo lurched forward, pulled the 
man’s trembling body from the booth and 
chucked him on the floor. Every face in the 
crowd stiffened in silence, watching Milo’s 
fists plough into his chest. I dropped my 
rucksack and started booting him in 
the head.

“Call the police!”
“Jesus Christ!”
“Call an ambulance!”

Voices started to rise behind us as the 
guy’s torso convulsed, his face squirming 
as he snarled and splattered blood from 
his mouth all over the floor. A towering, 
meaty bloke dragged us both back from 
behind. Milo had lost the plot. He was in 
a full-on rage as his flailing arms were 
effortlessly tucked away by the huge, silent 
figure. Everything was happening so 
quickly – angry tears started to roll down 
my clenched face. We’d just seen someone 
die. I looked down at the murderer on the 
floor, and saw his wild eyes roll around in 
his head like a chameleon’s.

“What the fuck is wrong with him?” Milo 
hocked from the depths of his throat.

The colour started to drain from the guy’s 
face, and his body stopped writhing. A ring 
of onlookers surrounded the stained patch 
of floor, but most of the crowd had screamed 
off in terror while we were pummelling 
away. I looked around, completely baffled 
at the nightmare. I’d never seen anything 
like it before – it was like a war scene. I 
thought we had killed the guy, but his eyes 
suddenly jolted open as he took in a huge 
gasp of air.

“Wh-what’s going on?” he stammered, an 
intensely confused frown smearing his 
face. He looked over at the girl, the gash 
in her throat throbbing with thick streams 

of red liquid. “No… No… NO!” He started 
breathing heavily, clawing at his own face, 
his arms and legs juddering. He snapped 
his back upright.

“Who did this?” he wailed. 

“You did, you crazy bastard,” Milo shouted 
at him like a spoiled toddler. I had no idea 
what was going on, neither did Milo. The 
adrenaline was still pumping, and I started 
to agonise over the fact we’d got ourselves 
involved. I was always following Milo, 
getting into trouble for bullshit, but this 
was one step too far. This was serious. A 
girl was dead. The guy’s face was torn to 
shreds, and loads of people had seen us 
dive in and kick the shit out of him. Now, he 
was having some kind of mental breakdown. 
We needed to run.

I yanked hard on Milo’s arm and dragged 
him out of the Spiegeltent, almost falling 
over our own legs. A tram was pulling up 
in the Square and our legs hurtled towards 
it as I heard sirens wailing behind us. We 
pushed the flashing button, opening the 
door to see Milo’s girlfriend Sasha stood 
before us, waiting to get off.

What happens next?

A) Hug her and tell her 
everything.

B) Get on the tram and push 
her off.
 
To vote, visit the LeftLion 
website and leave a comment, 
get at us on Twitter @LeftLion 
#ChooseYourOwnAdventure or 
head to the LeftLion Facebook 
page and leave a comment. 

leftlion.co.uk/
chooseyourownadventure

words: Bridie Squires
illustration: Raphael Achache

This is the second part of our Choose Your Own Adventure 

series. Visit the website to catch up on the previous chapter, 

get at us on social media and comment to vote for what 

happens next…



Dr Natasha Picôt will be in conversation about her 
book Women’s Liberation in Nottingham, a portrait.

Containing over 40 interviews, the book celebrates 
the growth of the Women’s Liberation Movement in 
Nottingham in the 70’s 80’s and 90’s.

The evening will also include a talk on the Women’s 
Liberation Movement in Nottingham, in a national 
context, followed by questions with NWC Centre 
Manager, Mel Je�s.

FREE EVENT
Saturday, 12th March
6:00pm - 7:30pm



A fictional story inspired by facts, Judith Allnatt’s latest novel, The Silk Factory, takes 
us back to the early nineteenth century, when smashing stuff up was the only way to 
be heard...
 
The Silk Factory references the frame-breakers, a key 
movement within Nottingham’s history. Could you tell us 
more about them and what sparked your interest in it?
At the turn of the eighteenth century, a Midlands paper stated, 

“All public disturbances generally commence with the clamour 
of women”, meaning wives demanding that husbands take 
action to feed their starving children. The loss of jobs due to 
the introduction of new machinery meant that many skilled 
textile workers had to resort to street sweeping to earn a 
pittance, and in 1811 over half of Nottingham’s weavers 
were in need of poor relief. A demonstration in Nottingham’s 
marketplace was dispersed by a militia, and the crowd 
resorted to frame-breaking. When men, led by a commander 
calling himself Ned Ludd, marched on premises, one of their 
number was shot and killed. Rebellion spread and more than 
800 frames were destroyed. 

My native village had a silk factory at that time and also a 
huge Georgian garrison that still looms over it today. I began 
to wonder what would have happened if the weavers in the 
village had rebelled, with the might of the cavalry right on the 
doorstep, and the idea for The Silk Factory began to grow.
 
Lord Byron made his maiden speech in the House of Lords 
in 1811 in defence of the frame-breakers. Do you consider 
writing historical fiction to be a form of political address?
My primary purpose in writing is to tell a good story, but a 
historical novel can also address political issues. When I 
discovered that the village silk master had been hated for 
his cruelty, the character of Septimus Fowler, the ultimate 
laissez-faire capitalist, was born. He is a man so obsessed 
with building his business that he plans to farm silkworms 
(despite the unsuitable climate) and import sophisticated 
looms so that he can sack his workers and replace them 
with paupers for whom he will only have to provide bread 
and slops.
 
So your approach is imagination grounded in 
historical facts…
I began by imagining the events that might have taken place 
at the silk factory and wonder what spirits might haunt it. 
Two stories – of a modern heroine, Rosie, who lives in the 
silk factory and witnesses the appearance of a strange lost 
child, and of a silk-weaving family living in desperate times – 
started to thread together in my mind.
 
The novel presents a multi-faceted perspective on the 
frame-breakers movement – from the factory owners, to 
the law and the workers themselves. What resources did 
you use in order to project such a vivid representation 
of factory life?
I read widely on the process of silk weaving and the prevalent 
social conditions. I particularly like to read first-hand 
historical accounts, which are rich in detail and help to fix 
the idiom of the time in my mind. I was also able to visit 
Derby Silk Mill and the Whitchurch silk factory, where I 
examined the looms and other machines and gained some 
hands-on experience.
 
The novel’s characters are highly empathetic. Are any 
based on these first-hand accounts?
Most of the characters are the products of my imagination, 
although their occupations and experiences have been 
gathered from multiple historical sources. The Fiddement 
family are orphans trying to make ends meet: Effie, a 
snowdrop picker; Tobias, a drawboy; and Beulah, who is only 
nine years old, a bobbin winder at the silk factory.
 
Septimus Fowler, however, is loosely based on James England, 
the original village silk master who was accused of many 

“atrocious felonies” and absconded with a price of ten guineas 
on his head. 

Who is your favourite character in The Silk Factory?
I have a special affection for both Rosie and Effie, as they are 
both women battling against the odds to keep their families 
together, and I greatly enjoyed creating a real villain in 
Septimus Fowler. I think my favourite character has to be 

Beulah. Caught up in a dark world of rebellion and revenge, 
she has to put away her childhood and draw on all her spirit 
to protect those she loves.
 
The book is structured around a split narrative, alternating 
between the nineteenth century and present day. Did you 
find this a challenge to write?
It was, but a dual narrative lent itself to my desire to 
explore the different ways in which people can feel haunted 
by the past. The present day heroine, Rosie, recently 
bereaved and confused by the discovery of a traumatic family 
secret, is haunted by her memories. The silk factory’s sinister 
reputation is an expression of the community’s shadowy, 
common memory of wrongs committed there long ago. The 
two stories are woven together and it’s not until the end that 
the reader sees how they are inextricably connected.
 
The Silk Factory retains an acute sense of place throughout, 
rooted in the heart of the Midlands. What is the 
significance of the area to you and how does it 
impact your writing?
I was brought up on a farm in the heart of the Midlands, 
which I think gave me the strong awareness of the 
natural world that is reflected in my writing. For me, 
place is a great inspiration and I like to visit and 
explore the settings I use. When I wrote The 
Poet’s Wife, about the Northamptonshire 
poet John Clare, I found out that he 
wrote in the fields leaning on the 
crown of his hat. This idea really 
appealed to me and so, rather better 
equipped with a sturdy notebook, 
I wrote some of The Silk Factory 
in the shadow of the garrison, 
among the looms of a silk factory, 
and in a frosty wood where the 
snowdrop pickers used to work.
 
Your previous novels are also 
historical fiction. What draws 
you to this particular genre?
I am a historical fiction writer 
by coincidence rather than 
intent. The ideas come first and 
it just so happens that those 
ideas have been set in the 
past. Because of this, unlike 
many historical novelists 
who specialise in one era, my 
novels are set in different 
periods: A Mile of River is set 
in the Midlands drought of 
1976, The Silk Factory and 
The Poet’s Wife thirty years 
apart in the nineteenth 
century, and The Moon 
Field in the first world war. 
Moving around in time 
involves a great deal of 
research, but I find the 
ways that people lived in 
the past and the attitudes 
and beliefs that they held 
endlessly fascinating, so 
I enjoy each new period 
that I explore.
 
The Silk Factory is 
published by Borough Press, 
£7.19. 

Tune in to NGDigital and 
online at LeftLion to hear an 
interview with Judith on the 
March WriteLion podcast.
 

judithallnatt.co.uk

interview: Helen Frear
photo: Louise Clutterbuck
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The Dilettante Society bring us the extraordinary 
tale of notorious highway robbers Joan Phillips and 
her lover Edward Bracey, whose final scene ended 
on Wilford Lane. And it does not disappoint in its 
dark allure. A veritable Bonnie and Clyde of the 
seventeenth century, their story is one which can 
easily be reviled or revered.
The great lovers of the past have always had 
a knack for enthralling audiences. Spicing 
up stories with their amorous exploits, 
they provide heroes and heroines for the 
romantics in us all to admire and aspire 
to. Even so, the wholesome and happy 
lovers often remain unsung, and it is the 
tragic, forbidden or criminal love which we 
undoubtedly find far more captivating.

Born in 1656, the only child of a respectable 
and wealthy Northamptonshire farmer and 
his wife, Joan was set to live an average but 
comfortable life. By early adulthood she had 
developed a keen, daring and artful mind 
and was known for miles around for her 
exquisite beauty and angelic form. Naturally, 
she attracted an array of devoted admirers 
hoping to take her hand in marriage, but the 
fair Miss Phillips had a bold, volatile spirit 
and not one of them did she consider worthy 
of her affections. 

Some accounts suggest this staunch 
reluctance to marry was pure vanity – Joan 
favouring to use her charm on countless 
suitors, or perhaps she was simply, quite 
rightfully, choosy about her husband to be. 
Either way, by the standards of the time, her 
resolve to not marry was most unusual. 

That was, until the unexpected arrival of a 
gallant stranger at the family home caught 
her eye and irrevocably changed the course 
her life. A handsome and charming drifter 
posing as a respectable man of society, 
Edward Bracey had intended to seduce and 
debauch the finicky heiress Joan in hopes of 
seizing the family fortune. 

The Phillips were known to be especially 
indulgent of their only child, though it seems 
she did not appreciate their doting fondness. 
When Bracey revealed his malevolent 
intentions, Joan, being every bit as cunning 
and clever as her new beau, contrived a new 
plan. Together, they seized the family assets, 
and upon stealing all of the money and 
valuables, the two quickly absconded for a 
life of deviant crime.

Perhaps Joan truly fell in love with Bracey, 
or maybe his worldly charms and glamorous 
appearances were seductive as means to 
a more adventurous life, unhindered by 
rules governing proper conduct for a young 
lady. The pair never officially married, 
but they went by Mr and Mrs Bracey as 
they embarked on a criminal spree of 
pickpocketing, shoplifting and thieving 
at country fairs and markets. Joan’s artful 
and cunning mind was put to use devising 
schemes and swindles. Before long, she 
disguised herself as a man and joined her 
partner as a “knight of the road”, holding up 

carriages with their guns and uttering the 
tormenting cry of “Stand and deliver!”

Fearing justice, which was often close 
on the tail of the lawless couple, they 
retreated with their ill-gotten gains to run 
an inn just outside of Bristol. Of course, it 
wasn’t long before they garnered quite a 
reputation. Joan quickly became notorious 
as the beautiful proprietress who drew in 
punters. Enchanting her various suitors, 
it is said she helped herself to whatever 
she could reap from them, sometimes 
simply playing cruel games for her own 
abhorrent satisfaction or as a display 
of her power. One tale tells of a Mr Day, 
with whom Joan had promised to spend a 
night of passion, only to conspire with the 
maid to lead him naked into the sewage-
ridden street in the night.

Meanwhile, Edward happily lightened the 
customer’s wallets with any means at his 
disposal. Before a year had passed, the 
establishment became well known as a 
den of criminality best avoided by decent, 
law-abiding folk. With the authorities 
closing in on their latest swindle, they 
were forced to leave and return to 
previous occupations, this time taking up 
residence in Farndon near Newark.

Their tale came to a bitter end in 1685 
when they were caught by authorities, 
while attempting yet another routine 
holdup, on the corner of Wilford Lane 
and Loughborough Road in Nottingham. 
This time, the fates were not in their favour. 
Accounts of Bracey’s fate vary considerably, 
but with little word of his later exploits it is 
likely he was injured and later died. Dressed 
in her usual male attire, Joan was arrested 
and officers were struck aghast to discover 
the prize rouge in their captive was in fact 
a woman. This caused a huge sensation. 
Women, especially those from a privileged 
background, simply did not do such things 
– crimes of passion or ignorance perhaps, 
but a fully fledged female criminal was 
scandalous.

Accordingly, the Mayor of Nottingham 
offered her legal representations, and she 
could have walked away from the courts a 
free woman, having been forgiven for crimes 
committed under the duress of her husband. 
But Joan, once again, shocked society 
spectacularly when she confessed to her 
willful criminal conduct in full knowledge of 
the certain death that would await her. She 
was hanged, and her body was displayed in 
a metal cage at the site of her capture as a 
warning to others.

Despite her life of callous conduct and 

crime, the tale of Joan Phillips is enduringly 
seductive. The victims and violence quickly 
fade into fiction and are transformed into 
dramatic fodder for our entertainment, 
while the other elements of their intriguing 
exploits are all too easily romanticised to fit 
the narratives most appealingly. 

From morally slanted warnings of the perils 
of vanity, to celebrations of the outlaw who 
lives on their wits alone, and characters 
who choose extraordinary lifestyles, there is 
no shortage of enticing angles from which 
to interpret their tale. We are inclined to 
admire Joan’s defiance of not following the 
established rules of her gender and class, 
but in reality the methods of her liberation 
are much less appealing.

Yet perhaps most alluring is the the fairytale 
appeal of lovers who care for none but 
each other. Now as much as ever, be it in 
modern tabloids, folk tales or history books, 
we casually indulge in the spectacle and 

drama of such stories, allowing romanticism 
to override the causality or crimes of the 
characters. We hanker for the lovers to 
reunite before the final curtain closes, be it 
in a happy ending, or even in death. Loved 
or loathed, the story of the respectable 
lady seduced by a life of crime beside her 
glamorously devious paramour remains truly 
sensational.

The Dilettante Society Meeting, The 
Chameleon Arts Cafe, Monday 14 March, 
7.30pm, free. All welcome – the more the 
merrier. The theme of the Show and Tell is 
music so please take along a CD, record or 
mp3.

facebook.com/thedilettantesociety

 Officers were struck aghast to discover the 
prize rouge in their captive was in fact a woman. 

words: Lady M and F Dashwood
illustration: Christine Dilks
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Free Entry

Simon Starling

nottinghamcontemporary.org

19 March – 26 June 2016
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Art Works

Tony Fisher
Homage To Marc Chagall

This image was 
created while I was 
walking through 
Matlock Green park, 
Derbyshire, in 
late 2014. 

I always carry my 
Lumix compact 
camera with me, but 

I didn’t expect to be taking any photographs that 
day. Throughout the years I have been involved 
in photography, certain themes and threads have 
emerged – some subconsciously. In this case, 
I recognised the equivalent of my emotional 
response to a Marc Chagall painting, hence I call 
this Homage To Marc Chagall.
 
Birds – particularly deceased ones – feature a 
lot in my work. A Little Death At McDonald’s, for 
example, is of a bird who smashed into a window 
at a burger place I was eating at in Almeria, Spain, 
and fell at my feet. I caught its last moments. 
And Lost, where a bird sits posed on a poster for 
the TV series. There’s also Despair, which I took 
in Paris of a statue of a man deep in thought and 
there is a bird sat on its head. That particular one 
is currently on display at Royal Derby Hospital, 
and can be seen at the Air arts exhibition at Royal 
Derby Hospital’s Acute Ward until the end of April 
2016. The exhibition is raising money for the NHS.
 

This is the reaction I got when posting online from 
professor of photography, Paul Hill, “Just thought 
I would share what I think is a great photograph 
by former student Tony Fisher taken in Matlock, 
Derbyshire. He called it Homage to Marc Chagall. 
No it isn't, it is the result of your own talent as a 
photographer. The world is full of wonder if you 
can 'see'...”
 
I started my photographic journey in 1973 while I 
was at school, then I went to Art College in Derby, 
and then at Trent Polytechnic where the three-year 
photography course still remains today. Apart 
from my art photographs, I love doing concert 
photography. This isn’t a job, a career, or a hobby, 
it is simply a passion. The Arts Council England’s 
support over the past eighteen months has 
enabled me to reach more people and then expand 
my learning and vision.
 
I am currently working on a long-term project – a 
personal road movie in still images and words on 
Yorkshire for a proposed book and exhibition in 
2018. My ambition is to exhibit in other countries, 
and especially to photograph in Spain again. 

Dissimilar Reflections, an exhibition of photographs 
by Tony Fisher and Mark Taylor, Institute of Mental 
Health, Triumph Road, Radford, NG7 2TU, runs 
until the end of March 2016.

anthonyfisherphotography.co.uk

Joff and Ollie
Beam Table Lamp

This lamp is made from thick card 
and held together with an aluminium 
component. The paper, which is from 
Cumbria, is laminated together in 
layers to make a really thick sheet, 
and then die cut by a company 
in Bulwell, and the aluminium 
component is laser cut by a company 
in Chilwell. The whole thing is 
assembled at our workshop in 
Primary, off Ilkeston Road.

Our product range focuses on 
making things in the UK. We have 
a lot of skilled manufacturers in 
Nottingham and this is a good 
example of a product that is largely 
made locally, tapping into the wealth 
of craftsmen in the city. It’s really 
important to invest in local people 
who know how to make stuff. It 
would probably be cheaper to make it 
in China, but it’s unlikely the people 
who make it would get a fair deal 
and the shipping distance is a big 
environmental concern.

It’s quite unusual to the untrained 
eye. People usually stare at it, 
sometimes it takes a while for 
people to figure out. But everyone 
seems to like it, young and old alike. 
There were quite a lot of lamps from 
Denmark in the fifties and sixties 

that could be seen as similar, so it’s 
perhaps partly inspired by that. We 
have the material in the studio all the 
time, so we're constantly thinking, 
“What can we make with this?” 
We initially made the prototype 
throughout 2015 and completed it in 
December. It took about three or four 
months to prototype and about the 
same again to design.

It’s a full-time business that we've 
been running for over twelve years, 
however, designing things like this 
is relatively new, so it does feel like 
we're squeezing it in sometimes. Joff 
did a fine art degree, then ended up 
sharing a studio and working with a 
menswear designer called AJ Black 
who were based where Lee Rosy's 
is now. It was a really inspiring time 
and they were doing groundbreaking 
things, not just in Nottingham but 
internationally. It's what turned his 
head from wanting to be an artist to 
becoming a designer.

There are so many things we’d 
love to do given unlimited time and 
money, but our aim is to be able to 
make anything locally, and make that 
available to more people. We live 
in a global economy that demands 
working internationally, which I'm all 
for, but it needs to be considered in 
terms of environmental and cultural 
impact.

Joff and Ollie have studios at Primary 
Studios, Seely Road, NG7 1NU, and 
Lane Pop Up Shop, Floor 1.5, Rough 
Trade, NG1 3AJ. 

lanebypost.com
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PICK OF THE MONTH

Get weekly updates of Nottingham events at leftlion.co.uk/newsletter

Goodbye from The Music Exchange International Women’s Day

Women. You incredible beings. Fingers in all the pies, generally bossing life. This 
month, along with the rest of the world, we’ve a whole day to celebrate just how 
effin’ awesome you are. All that you achieve, create and conquer is to be celebrated 
in true Notts fashion, with a selection of events across the city centre. Rough Trade 
are opening their doors to the DIY Poets for their Women Say… Stuff event, where 
all female and female-identifying poets are invited to hop on stage to share their 
poetry. Headline slots include Michelle Mother Hubbard, Emteaz Hussain and Panya 
Banjoko. A right wordy celebration starting at 8pm. Be you woman or not, stick yer 
head in. Nottingham Trent University are offering another affair, opening a dialogue 
on women refugees with a series of discussions led by experts in the fields of gender, 
migration, and the rights of refugee and asylum seekers. Speakers will include Dr Leah 
Bassel, Dr Olga Bailey and Dr Helen O’Nions, and you can catch them at the Newton 
Building from 6.30pm. Plus, Nottingham Women’s Centre are celebrating all day with 
everything from storytelling to boxing. Proper. Free entry.

Women of Nottingham, hold onto your hats, ‘cos we’ve 
got a double whammy comin’ your way. Fan Club are 
celebrating their first birthday, and it just so happens 
to fall on the same week as International Women’s Day. 
Join them in Rough Trade for a mammoth, day-long 
celebration. Expect to see bands Babe Punch, Haiku 
Salut and Amber Arcades, as well as DJs Kelly B, The 
Sourcerer and Call Tyrone’s Aicha. There’ll be glitter on 
hand for you to decorate yourselves in the standard Fan 
Club war paint, and a ‘smash the patriarchy’ pinata. 
Bangin’. On top of all that, there’s gonna be a film 
screening of Spice World at 2pm, workshops, and the 
chance to buy zines and tattoos. What more could you 
want from a birthday party? Free entry.

When planning your next night out, it can be easy to fall 
into the same old rigmarole. Couple of pints at the local, 
head into town, finish up with a dirty bit of doner and a 
barney with the other half in the taxi. It’s time you bled 
some life into your evenings, and The Glee Club have 
just the thing. You’re encouraged to dress to impress 
and enjoy cabaret, burlesque and comedy, courtesy of 
The Gilded Merkin. Catch Lili La Scala, Bettsie Bon Bon 
and Scarlett Daggers as they take to the stage with 
their top dollar acts and cheeky reveals. Expect thrills, 
spills and Chinese pole acrobatics. It’s bound to be 
summat you don’t see every day, and well different from 
a roast down ‘Spoons. £15.

We love a good hip hop night and this one promises 
to be a bleddy corker. After bringing through Method 
Man and Redman, Ghostface Killah, and countless 
other legends to Nottingham, Dealmaker and its spinoff 
company Gangsta Wraps are delivering Pharoahe 
Monch to the Rescue Rooms stage. With a rapping 
career envied by up-and-comers and established names 
alike, our Monch is set to destroy the place. Gawd only 
knows what’s gonna happen when Simon Says drops. 
In support of the US stalwart, our very own VVV are 
joining in on the tearing up. That’s Nottingham’s Cappo, 
Juga-Naut and Vandal Savage in their very own bleddy 
group, don’tcha know. Local meets international. We’re 
into it. Bag yersen a ticket before they sell out. £16.50.

If you’ve not heard by now, sorry to be the bearer of bad news  –  The Music Exchange 
is set to close its doors after serving the city with vinyl and good vibes since 2009. A 
project set up by Framework, it was more than just a record shop. It was a community 
where volunteers could gain valuable work experience and move forward with 
their lives. As with all passings, the best way to get through it is with a good old 
knees-up to celebrate what we had. All the proceeds from the event will go directly 
to Framework, and lending a helping hand will be a grand bunch of Nottingham 
musicians: Kagoule, whose debut album last year smashed it out of the park; Crosa 
Rosa, who are rapidly becoming one of Nottingham’s must-see rock bands; and Rattle, 
two girls, two drums. Lovely stuff that won’t be like anything you’ve seen before, 
plus John Carpenter-esque horror-inspired electronica from Deadbeat at Dawn. Not 
too shabby at all, we think you’ll agree. Plus, staff, friends and special guests on the 
wheels of steel throughout the night  –  if they can’t chuck a load of bangers together, 
we don’t know who can. A send-off to end all send-offs. £5

Everyone reckons they’ve got the coolest nanna about. 
But whether yours sneaks you a tenner under the table, 
or lets you have a sip of her brandy on Christmas day, 
we’re sad to say that your grandma han’t got nowt on 
David Walliams’ Gangsta Granny. Taken from the former 
seafaring Little Brit’s popular children’s book, the play 
adaptation by Birmingham Stage Company is set to be 
the hootiest of hoots. When little Ben goes to stay at 
his usually dull grandma’s house, he expects nowt but 
cabbage soup and Scrabble. Little does he know that 
gran is a jewel thief who’s keen to get her grandson 
involved. Weekends at grandma’s just got a whole lot 
more interesting. Tek yer granny and hope she picks up 
a few pointers. £10 – £22.50.

They started life as Baby Godzilla, and after a legal hoo-
ha over their name  –  a mardy bogger of a lizard was 
not chuffed to find out some ruffians from Hoodtown 
were appropriating his name  –  they now go by the 
polite exclamation of Heck. What isn’t polite is the 
manner in which they invade your ears and brain. 
But who wants polite when it comes to grinding, 
hardcore rock? They’re about to go on a merry old tour 
of the country to celebrate the release of the debut LP, 
Instructions, and they’re starting the whole thing on the 
day of the release, right here in their hometown. They’re 
promising it’ll be a night to remember, so take your 
earplugs and a sturdy pair of shoes. You’re gonna need 
both. £5

Fan Club Birthday Party 
Rough Trade

Pharoahe Monch
Rescue Rooms

Beavertown Tap Takeover
The Embankment

Gangsta Granny
Theatre Royal

Heck
Rescue Rooms 

If you’re into yer beer, duck, this will be a proper treat 
for you. Ever had one of them beautiful Beavertown 
Gamma Rays? It’s an American pale ale, and as well as 
tasting juicily hoppy, it’s packaged in the most kick-ass 
can with pictures of skellybobs shooting laser beams 
in an alien invasion. Anyway, the newly-refurbished 
Embankment pub, just off Trent Bridge, are hosting a 
tap takeover by the London brewers themsens. Yep, 
they’re chucking out your average night down the pub 
to see what the Beavertowners can do on all beverage 
fronts. Not only that, but there’ll be talks and tasting 
sessions, and it’s hosted by the renowned Discover 
World Beers, in the history-drenched ‘Dispensary’ 
section of the pub. £10.

The Gilded Merkin
The Glee Club

SAT
19 MAR
7.30pm

SAT
19 MAR 

WEDS
9 MAR 

7pm

SUN
27 MAR 
6.30pm

TUES
29 MAR 

5pm

SAT
11 MAR
6.30pm

TUES
8 MAR

SAT
5 MAR

 2pm

TUES
15 MAR 
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TUESDAY 1 MAR

 Notts County V 
Dag & Red 
Notts County Football Club 
7:45pm

 Dexter’s Jazz Club 
The Guitar Bar, Hotel Deux 
8pm

 Shipstone Street Jazz 
The Worksop Library 
£8/£10, 7:30pm

 Wednesday 13 
Acoustic Show 
Rescue Rooms 
£11, 6:30pm

 Pressure 
Rescue Rooms 
10pm

 Open Mic Night 
Pepper Rocks 
Free, 9pm

 Sleeping With Sirens 
Rock City 
£18.50, 6pm

 SoulJam Nottingham 
Stealth 
£4, 11pm

 The Place for Art 
The Place Activity Centre 
£4, 10am – 1pm

 Block Printing 
Workshop 
Locally Produced For You 
£6, 10am

 I Know All The 
Secrets In The World 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£9/£11, 7:30pm

 Kessoku – Tales 
of Togetherness 
Djanogly Theatre 
£8/£10, 7pm

 Les Liaisons 
Dangereuses 
Broadway Cinema 
£12/£14, 7pm

 Basic Bike 
Maintenance Course 
for Women 
Nottingham Bike Works 
£37, 6:30pm

 Self Harm Conference: 
From Harm to Hope 
Nottingham Conference 
Centre 
£150, 9am

 Cumbame by Salsache – 
Cuban Salsa Classes 
Bad Juju Tiki bar 
£4 – £6, 7:30pm

 Chimera ‘Out of 
the Box’ 
The White Lion – Beeston 
6:30pm

 Ruby Tuesdays 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 
6:30pm

 Madder Than We Look 
Book Launch 
Das Kino 
Free, 7:30pm

WEDNESDAY 2 MAR

 London Sinfonietta  –  
Masters of Minimalism 
Nottingham Contemporary 
£17.50, 9pm – 11pm

 Shipstone Street Jazz 
Southwell Library 
£8/£10, 7:30pm

 Ady Suleiman 
Rescue Rooms 
£7, 6:30pm

 Nancy Kerr and The 
Sweet Visitor Band 
Djanogly Theatre 
£11/£14.50/£16.50, 8pm

 Peter Andre – Come 
Swing With Me 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£27.50 – £80, 7:30pm

 Flowers 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 7pm

 Billy Kennedy + Lara 
Nole + Smith n Groves + 
Jye Zi + SmallHarts 
The Running Horse 
Free, 8pm

 Same Love Shakespeare 
Workshop 
University of Nottingham 
Free, 7pm

 Life Drawing 
Malt Cross 
£5, 6pm

 Gallery Walkthrough: 
Toni Prug 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 2pm – 2:45pm

 Anyone Can Draw 
The Lofthouse 
Free, 6pm

 Jewellery School Day 
and Evening Course 
Focus Gallery 
£120, 7pm

 Freerangers Ages 8-11 
Nonsuch Theatre 
£6, 4pm – 5:30pm

 High Rise + Q&A with 
Director Ben Wheatley 
Broadway Cinema 
£4 – £8.20, 7:30pm

 EMESP Prestige 
Lecture 2016 
The Albert Hall 
£5, 7:30pm

 Reimagining Childcare 
New Art Exchange 
£5/£6, 6pm

 Best Foot Forward 
Guided Health Walk 
The Broad Oak 
Free, 10am

 Course: Drawing with 
iPads and Charcoal 
City Arts – Nottingham 
£75, 7pm

 An Evening with 
Jasmine and Melissa 
Hemsley 
Waterstones 
£3, 6:30pm

THURSDAY 3 MAR

 Fight Night Round 2 
Oceana 
£10, 7pm

 John Law’s New 
Congregation 
Bonington Theatre 
£5/£10/£12, 8pm – 10:30pm

 Concert Club: BBC 
Symphony Orchestra 
City Arts – Nottingham 
Free, 6:30pm – 9:30pm

 Diseases of Venus + 
Unqualified Nurse Band + 
Godesses 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
7pm

 J.J. Quintet 
The Hand and Heart 
Free, 7pm

 World Fusion Ensemble 
(Live) + DJ Bradley Jam 
JamCafé 
Free, 7pm

 Shipstone Street Jazz 
The West Bridgford Library 
Gallery 
£8/£10, 7:30pm

 Lady Leshurr Queen of 
the Scene Tour 
Rescue Rooms 
£11, 7pm

 Johnny Foreigner + 
Papayer + Pale Kids + The 
Blue Period 
JT Soar 
£7, 7pm

 Martha Tilston 
The Maze 
£12, 7:30pm

 Sound Series 
NG1 
9pm

 Open Mic Night 
The Running Horse 
Free, 7pm

 Thornbridge Brewery 
Tasting/Meet the Brewer 
Ned Ludd 
£15, 7pm

 Unbribable Life. Art 
and Activism in Former 
Yugoslavia and the UK 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 6:30pm – 8:30pm

 Crafters Corner 
The Place Activity Centre 
£3.50, 10am – 12:30pm

 Baby Rangers Ages 0-3 
Nonsuch Theatre 
£4, 10am – 11am

 Hangmen 
Broadway Cinema 
£12, 7pm

 The Oresteia: 
Agamemnon 
Djanogly Theatre 
£3/£5/£7, 2pm

 Talk: Is The Oresteia 
Sexist? by Professor Alan 
Sommerstein 
Djanogly Theatre 
£3/£5, 5pm

THURSDAY 3 MAR

 Oresteia: Libation 
Bearers + Eumenides 
Djanogly Theatre 
£3/£5/£7, 7pm

 Tomlinson Lecture: 
Violence Against 
Women in India 
University of Nottingham 
Free, 6pm – 8:30pm

 Business Leaders 
Lecture Series: Simon 
Walker, Director Generl of 
the Institute of Directors 
The Newton Building, 
Nottingham Trent 
University 
Free, 6:15pm

 Concert Club: BBC 
Symphony Orchestra 
City Arts – Nottingham 
Free, 6:30pm

 Ten Social Networks 
Which Could Transform 
Your Business 
Motorpoint Arena 
Nottingham 
12:30pm

 Tommy Tiernan 
The Glee Club 
£17, 7pm

 John Robins 
The Glee Club 
£10/£12, 8pm

 Build a Poetry 
Collection with Carol 
Rowntree Jones 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 
£120/£180, 7pm

 Big Cheap Quiz 
The Southbank Bar 
Free, 8pm

FRIDAY 4 MAR

 Panthers V Devils 
Motorpoint Arena
7:30pm

 Nottm Rugby V Jersey 
Nottingham Rugby Club 
7:45pm

 Friday Jamz – Webbo 
& The Softboys + World 
Fusion + Ensemble 
+ Sam & Joe 
Wax Bar 
Free, 8pm

 Mannequin 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
8pm

 Let The Good Times Roll 
The Riverbank Bar 
& Kitchen 
9pm – 2am

 Mannequin 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
7pm

 Lucidium: Crescendo 
with Toxic Tegan + Act 
One + Nocturnal Project 
Nottingham Irish Centre 
£6/£6, 9pm

 Alex Blood & The 
Diggers (Live) 
JamCafé 
Free, 7pm

FRIDAY 4 MAR

 TV Smith Live 
The Poppy and Pint 
£9, 8pm

 Exodus + Lost Society 
+ Incinery 
Rescue Rooms 
£15, 6:30pm

 Beards + The Wub + 
Police Drama + TV Crime 
Friday Party Time 
JT Soar 
£5, 7pm

 So Solid Crew 
The Lacehouse 
£12, 10pm

 Dollop: Leon Vynehall, 
Henry Wu & more. 
Stealth 
£8 – £10, 10pm

 Everything’s Alright 
Rescue Rooms 
7pm

 Leon Vynehall + Henry 
Wu at dollop
Stealth 
£10, 10pm – 5am

 The Cuban Brothers
Riverbank Bar & Kitchen 
£15, 8:30pm

 Maia 
Malt Cross 
Free, 7pm

 Shane Filan 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£32.50 – £50, 7:30pm

 Can’t Stop Won’t Stop
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 7pm

 Phil Beer Band (Feast 
of Fiddles/Show of Hands) 
with Support from 
Chris Fox 
The Maze 
£18, 8pm

 Mimm Secret 
Sessions #6 
Secret Location 
£10, 10pm

 Shrykull + Stop Hitting 
Yourself + The White 
Skull Death Snakes of 
Death + My Legacy + 
Rash Decision 
The Running Horse 
Free, 7:30pm

 #JuicyFridays returns 
#MarchMadness 
Jumpman Edition 
Oceana 
Free, 11pm

 Saxfluto Live 
Baresca 
Free, 6pm

 Unbribable Life II: 
The Politics of the Art 
School Study Day 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 1pm – 6pm

 Craft Social: 
Draw-Along 
Debbie Bryan 
Free, 12am – 7pm

FRIDAY 4 MAR

 Nottinghamshire 
Hospice’s Strictly Learn 
to Dance 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£13, 7:30pm

 Skills Demonstrations 
Broadmarsh 
Free, 11am

 Blogging Workshop 
Antenna 
9pm

 National 
Student Rodeo 
National Water Sports 
Centre. 
£55, 6pm

 Ghost Hunt 
Strelley Hall 
9pm

 Arts and Crafts Fair 
West Bridgford 
Croquet Lawn 
10:30am
Ends Saturday 5 Mar.

 NCF Comedy Night
Calverton WMC 
£2, 8pm

 John Fothergill + 
Jarlath Regan + Andre 
Vincent + Kate Lucas 
The Glee Club 
£5/£10, 7pm

 Freddy Quinne + 
Colin Cole + Matt Rees
Jongleurs Comedy Club 
£12, 7pm

 Vegan Food Market 
Sneinton Market 
Free, 11am – 3pm

SATURDAY 5 MAR

 Notts County V 
Bristol Rovers 
Notts County Football Club 
3pm

 DJ Marriot 
The Southbank Bar 
10pm

 Soul Simmitry presents 
Rose Windross (Soul 11 
Soul) 
The Maze 
£9.50/£13, 9pm

 Jake Morley
The Guitar Bar, Hotel Deux 
£8/£10, 8pm

 Bloom – Mugstar + The 
Hijinks + Is Bliss + 
Live Visuals 
The Lofthouse 
£7, 9pm – 3am

 Nottingham for 
Nepal Concert 
The Albert Hall 
£10, 7pm

 Brooders 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
7pm

 Shine On 
The Doghouse 
£4, 8pm
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SATURDAY 5 MAR

 Soul Buggin’ 
Nottingham Irish Centre 
£5, 10pm

 Shake n Bake 
with DJ Leygo 
JamCafé 
Free, 7pm

 Liteside Jazz 
The Fox & Crown 
9pm

 Field Music + 
The Drink 
Rescue Rooms 
£12.50, 6:30pm

 Stealth v Rescued 
Rescue Rooms 
10pm

 Shimmer 
The Riverbank Bar 
& Kitchen 
9:30pm – 2am

 University Choir 
St Mary’s Church 
£6/£10/£12, 7:30pm

 The Rifles 
Rock City 
£16, 6:30pm

 Mas Y Mas 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 8pm

 Fan Club 1st Birthday 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 2pm

 Jo Dacombe Tour 
New Art Exchange 
Free, 12pm

 Shut The Front Door: 
Jungle (DJ Set) 
The Brickworks 
£16.50, 10pm

 Cuntstock ‘16 
The Running Horse 
Free, 6pm

 Tusk + Indian Summer 
Suede Bar 
Free, 8:30pm

 Leftback Records 
2nd Birthday 
Plates Records 
Free, 12pm

 Clash Money 
Secret Location 
6pm

 Saturday Art Club! 
New Art Exchange 
Free

 Media in my Mind: 
Eyes Wide Open 
Discussion 
New Art Exchange 
Free, 2pm

 Crafternoon: 
Three-tier Ceramic 
Cake Stand 
Debbie Bryan 
£54, 10am

 Crafternoon: 
Trio of Ceramic Brooches 
Debbie Bryan 
£25, 3pm

SATURDAY 5 MAR 

 Little Freerangers 
Ages 4 – 7 
Nonsuch Theatre 
£6, 10am – 11:30am

 Katie Wright 
School of Dance: 
Made in Britain 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£13, 6pm

 James Martin 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£30, 7:30pm

 Manon Lescaut 
(Puccini) 
Broadway Cinema 
£13 – £20, 6pm

 Cycle Sneinton + 
Dr Bike + 
Travel Advice 
Sneinton Hermitage 
Community Centre 
11am – 3pm

 Help The Museum 
Curate its Coins 
University of Nottingham 
£2, 11am

 Sweet Treats for 
Mother’s Day 
Green’s Windmill 
£3, 11am

 Playworks Workshops 
Broadmarsh Shopping 
Centre 
Free, 11am

 Nottingham Women, 
Campaigns Past 
and Present 
Nottingham Central Library 
Free, 11am

 Trials of the 
Everchosen 
Games Workshop HQ 
£65, 9am

 John Fothergill + 
Jarlath Regan + Andre 
Vincent + Kate Lucas 
The Glee Club 
£5/£12.95, 7pm

 Jason Patterson + 
David Longley + Stuart 
Goldsmith + Robert White 
Jongleurs Comedy Club
£15, 7pm

 Just The Tonic: 
David Morgan 
The Forum 
£10, 7pm

 A World of Your Own 
with Ian C Douglas 
Waterstones 
£40/£50, 10:30am – 4:30pm

 Meet the Author, 
Clare Harvey 
Waterstones 
Free, 12pm

 The Annual Vintage 
Telephone Convention 
Lughole Inn
£2, 6am

 Chicken Pox Party 
Scratch Station 
Free, 8pm

SUNDAY 6 MAR

 Nottingham Forest LFC 
V Stoke City LFC 
Basford United 
Football Club
£1.50/£3, 2pm

 11 Paranoias + 
Megalodoom 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
8pm

 Roy Stone Concert – 
Bestwood to Hollywood 
Rescue Rooms 
£10, 5:30pm

 University Sinfonia
Trent Building, University 
of Nottingham 
£5/£6/£9, 7:30pm

 The X Factor Live Tour 
Motorpoint Arena
£21.40 – £61.60, 6:30pm

  The Afterdark 
Movement 
The Southbank Bar 
Free, 8pm

 Matt Ratcliffe (Pianist) 
Malt Cross 
Free, 7pm

 Yashin 
Rock City 
£11, 6:30pm

 Sunday Morning Piano 
Series – Jayson Gillham 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£10, 11am

 Go Primitive + Blind 
Summit + Our Last 
Confession + 
Broken Youth 
The Maze 
£3/£4, 7:30pm

 Fashion Design 
Workshop 
6.2 Design Company 
£40, 11am – 4pm

 Crafternoon: 
Floral China Tea Cup 
Debbie Bryan 
£20, 11am

 Kathak 
New Art Exchange 
£4/£5/£6, 10am

 Contemporary 
Dance Lab 
New Art Exchange 
Free, 2pm

 Dr Bike 
Sneinton Hermitage 
Community Centre 
Free, 12pm

 Mother’s Day Tour 
Wollaton Park 
£20, 11am

 Mother’s Day 
Afternoon Teas 
Newstead Abbey 
£15, 2pm

 Mother’s Day Sunday 
Afternoon Tea and 
Prosecco with Pianist 
Matt Ratcliffe 
Malt Cross 
£15, 12pm

MONDAY 7 MAR

 Sundara Karma + Beach 
Baby + Pale Waves 
Rescue Rooms 
£8, 6:30pm

 Acoustic Rooms 
Rescue Rooms 
8pm

 The Stranglers 
Rock City 
£23, 6:30pm

 Movie Mondays 
Spanky Van Dykes 
Free, 8pm

 Early Years 
Painting Together 
City Arts – Nottingham 
Free, 1pm – 3pm

 Education Showcase 
Malt Cross 
Free, 3pm

 Getting it Written: 
Novel Writing Workshop 
Waterstones 
£112/£128, 1pm – 3pm

 ‘The Road to 1916’ 
with Pat Murphy 
Five Leaves Bookshop 
£3, 7pm

 Too Deep for a Monday 
The Orange Tree 
£3, 7pm

 Pub Quiz 
Malt Cross 
£1, 8:30pm

TUESDAY 8 MAR

 Nottm Forest V Preston 
Nottingham Forest 
Football Club 
7:45pm

 Dexter’s Jazz Club 
The Guitar Bar, Hotel Deux 
8pm

 The Coral 
Rescue Rooms 
£17.50, 6:30pm

 Pressure 
Rescue Rooms 
10pm

 Open Mic Night 
Pepper Rocks 
Free, 9pm

 Grimes  
Rock City 
£18.50, 7pm

 Opera North: 
Cosi Fan Tutte 
Royal Concert Hall 
£15 – £60, 7pm

 Notts in a Nutshell 
The Maze 
£3, 7:30pm

 An Evening with 
Crispian Steele-Perkins 
NTU
£5/£10, 7:30pm

 Nusic Academy 
Workshop and Advice Fair 
Antenna 
Free, 5:30pm

TUESDAY 8 MAR

 Stitch & Bitch Society 
Nottingham Hackspace 
Free, 6pm

 The Place for Art 
The Place Activity Centre 
£4, 10am

 Racing Room 
The Dragon 
Free, 7pm

 World-Wide Welcome?: 
A Nottingham Dialogue on 
Women Refugees 
The Newton Building, 
Nottingham Trent 
University 
Free, 6:30pm – 9pm

 Bike Maintenance 
Course 
Nottingham Bike Works 
Free, 6:30pm

 DIY Poets Present: 
Women Say Stuff 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 8pm

 Cumbame by Salsache 
– Cuban Salsa Classes 
Bad Juju Tiki bar 
£4 – £6, 7:30pm

 Thriller Masterclass 
with Danuta Reah 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 
£40/£60, 10am

 Pub Quiz 
The Sir John Borlase Warren 
Free, 8:30pm

WEDNESDAY 9 MAR

 Salsa Class 
Bunkers Hill 
Free, 7pm

 Beeston Tales 
The White Lion
£5/£6, 7pm

 Open Mic Night 
JamCafé 
Free, 8pm

 Open Mic Night 
The Bell Inn 
Free, 7pm

 Shelter Point + Daudi 
Matsiko + Yazmin Lacey 
Nottingham Arts Theatre 
Free, 7:30pm

 Jazz and Poetry 
The Guitar Bar, Hotel Deux 
Free, 8pm

 Live Acoustic Music 
The Embankment 
Free, 7pm

 Gangster Wraps 
presents: Pharoahe Monch 
Rescue Rooms 
£15, 7pm

 Opera North – 
Andrea Chenier 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£15 – £60, 7:30pm

 Life Drawing 
Malt Cross 
£5, 6pm

WEDNESDAY 9 MAR

 Anyone Can Draw 
The Lofthouse 
Free, 6pm

 Life Drawing 
The Place Activity Centre 
£120, 6:30pm – 9:30pm

 Jewellery School Day 
and Evening Course 
Focus Gallery 
£120, 7pm

 Freerangers Ages 8 – 11 
Nonsuch Theatre 
£6, 4pm – 5:30pm

 A Hands on Guide to 
How the Internet 
Really Works 
Broadway Cinema 
Free, 6pm

 Daniel Kitson presents: 
It’s Always Right Now, 
Until It’s Later 
Broadway Cinema 
£8/£10, 8pm

 Board Game Night 
Malt Cross 
Free

 Open Hack 
Nottingham Hackspace 
Free, 6:30pm

 Build Your Own Torch 
New Art Exchange 
Free, 6pm

 Course: Drawing with 
iPads and Charcoal 
City Arts – Nottingham 
£75, 7pm

 Crash Course 
Economics 
Nottingham Mechanics 
Institute 
Free, 7pm

 NCF £1 Comedy Night
Canal House 
£1, 8pm

 Tony Law 
The Glee Club 
£9/£12, 7pm

 Touretteshero: 
Backstage in Biscuit Land 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£13/£15, 7:30pm

 Crosswords –  
Spoken Word
Malt Cross 
Free, 7:30pm

 The Lion Quiz 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 Rescue Rooms Pub 
Quiz + Karaoke 
Rescue Rooms 
50p, 8pm

 Pub Quiz 
Spanky Van Dykes 
Free, 7:30pm

 Obesity Backflip 
Competition 
Cake Shop 
Free, 7pm
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THURSDAY 10 MAR

 Betway Premier 
League Darts 
Motorpoint Arena
£24.60 – £44.80, 7pm

 Marlene VerPlanck 
Bonington Theatre 
£5/£10/£12, 8pm

 Yevgeny Sudbin 
Djanogly Recital Hall 
£16.50/£17.50, 7:30pm

 Kathryn Roberts + 
Sean Lakeman 
The Glee Club 
£12.50, 7pm

 Wholesome Fish 
The Hand and Heart 
Free, 7pm

 Under The Tree 
JamCafé 
Free, 7pm

 Decapitated + Sylosis 
Rescue Rooms 
£14, 6pm

 Purson 
Rock City 
£8, 6:30pm

 Opera North – 
L’eslisir d’amore 
Theatre Royal & 
Royal Concert Hall 
£15 – £60, 7:30pm

 Leona Lewis 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£29.50 – £55, 7:30pm

 Say The Word + 
The Rutherfords 
The Maze 
£4, 7:30pm

 Carnival Around 
The World: What Can We 
Learn From Each Other? 
City Arts – Nottingham 
Free, 6:30pm – 8pm

 Crafters Corner 
The Place Activity Centre 
£3.50, 10am – 12:30pm

 Drone Theory 
by Qawwali Research 
Unit (QRU) 
New Art Exchange 
Free, 7pm

 The Odyssey 
Nottingham Arts Theatre 
£10 – £12, 7pm

 Touretteshero: 
Backstage in Biscuit Land 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£13/£15, 1:30pm

 Inkscape 101: Learn 
the Basics 
Nottingham Hackspace 
£5, 7pm – 9pm

 Scars Across Humanity 
University of Nottingham 
Free, 7pm – 8:30pm

 Build a Poetry 
Collection with Carol 
Rowntree Jones 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 
£120/£180, 7pm

FRIDAY 11 MAR

 Pop Confessional 
The Bodega 
11pm

 DJ Marriot 
The Southbank Bar 
10pm

 Unplugged Showcase 
Bunkers Hill 
Free, 8pm

 Ditto 
The Forum 
10:30pm

 Bopp 
The Bowery Club 
10:30pm

 The Navigation 
Blues Corporation 
The Navigation Inn 
Free, 8:30pm

 Let The Good Times Roll 
The Riverbank Bar 
& Kitchen 
9pm – 2am

 Raw with DJ Capsized 
Ye Olde Salutation Inn 
£2, 8pm

 Opera North 
Performance 
Malt Cross 
Free, 7:30pm

 The Score 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 The Beermonsters 
The Doghouse 
7pm

 Revenge of Calculon 
(Live) + DJ Starstrucksue 
JamCafé 
Free, 7pm

 HECK Instructions 
Album Launch 
Rescue Rooms 
£5, 6:30pm

 Everything’s Alright 
Rescue Rooms 
7pm

 Redlight at Lobster Boy 
Stealth 
£22, 10pm

 Stiff Little Fingers 
Rock City 
£18.50, 6:30pm

 Smokescreen 
Soundsystem 
The Maze 
£5, 9:30pm

 Double Take Live 
Baresca 
Free, 9pm

 Call Mr Robeson 
Upper Broughton 
Village Hall 
£10, 7:30pm

 Women’s Hour 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£8/£10, 8pm

FRIDAY 11 MAR 

 Sonic Jesus + Sterling 
Roswell Band (Spacemen 
3) + LSD & The Search 
for God 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
7pm

 Venus Pole Dancing 
Presents Showgirls 
Oceana 
£8.50 – £100, 7pm

 Lectures: David Jones 
Vision and Memory 
The Djanogly Art Gallery 
Free, 6pm

 Laced (Infinity) Hard 
House VS Acid Techno 
Spanky Van Dykes 
£3/£4, 8pm

 Meet the Ghosts of 
Wollaton Hall 
Wollaton Park 
£15, 7:30pm

 Zoe Lyons + Mike 
Wilmot + Luke Honnoraty 
+ Andy Robinson 
The Glee Club 
£5/£10, 7pm

 Just The Tonic: 
Stuart Goldsmith – 
An Hour 
Das Kino 
£7.50, 7pm

 Kingdom Business 
Nottingham Monthly 
Networking Meeting 
Malt Cross 
Free, 7:30pm

SATURDAY 12 MAR

 Panthers V Steelers 
Motorpoint Arena 
7:30pm

 Nottm Forest V 
Sheffield Wednesday 
Nottingham Forest 
Football Club 
2pm

 Sour Purr + Long 
Teeth + Tazer
The Lofthouse 
10pm

 DirtyFilthySexy 
presents Confession 
Spanky Van Dykes 
£5, 9pm – 2am

 Nottingham Symphony 
Orchestra 
The Albert Hall 
£6/£12, 7:30pm

 Slowcoaches 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
7pm

 Jinder + Peter James 
Millson + Andy Whittle 
The Guitar Bar, Hotel Deux 
£6/£8, 8pm

 Dep Leppard 
The Doghouse 
£8, 7pm

 Blueprint – The Dome 
(Day and Night) 
Nottingham Irish Centre 
6pm

SATURDAY 12 MAR

 Tropical Beats with 
Hemulen Soundz (DJ) 
JamCafé 
Free, 7pm

 Therapy? 
Rescue Rooms 
£17.50, 6:30pm

 BBC Symphony 
Orchestra 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£10 – £34.50, 7:30pm

 Stealth v Rescued 
Rescue Rooms 
10pm

 Shimmer v Thank 
God It’s Funky 
The Riverbank Bar & 
Kitchen 
£7.50, 9:30pm – 2am

 Denis Sulta 
Stealth 
10pm

 Reckless Love 
Rock City 
£12, 6:30pm

 Phenomenal Women 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 7:30pm

 Reckless Love –  
Album Signing 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 2pm

 Heck – Album Signing 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 4pm

 Femstival 
The Maze 
£5/£6, 4pm

 DJ Barksta 
Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm

 Ancient Craft: Saxon 
Pottery Making 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£4 – £20, 11:15am

 Bahbak Hashemi-
Nezhad Tour 
New Art Exchange 
Free, 12pm

 Norooz Celebration 
New Art Exchange 
Free, 11am

 Little Freerangers 
Ages 4 – 7 
Nonsuch Theatre 
£6/ week, 10am – 11:30am

 Kessoku: Tales 
of Togetherness 
Déda 
£8, 7pm – 8pm

 Women’s Hour 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£8/£10, 8pm

 Me and My Shadow: 
An Evening with 
Ray Brooks 
Lace Market Theatre 
£7, 7:30pm

SATURDAY 12 MAR 

 Um Kongo presents 
The ASBO Disco 
The Alley Cafe 
Free, 9pm

 Electra + Women 
of Troy 
Djanogly Theatre 
£3/£5/£7, 2pm

 Talk – Theatre, War, 
Sex, Education: Greek 
Plays on British Television 
Djanogly Theatre 
Free, 5pm

 University Wind 
Orchestra 
St Leonards Church Hall 
£5/£6/£9, 7:30pm

 King Oedipus and 
Oedipus Tyrannus 
Djanogly Theatre 
£3/£5/£7, 7pm

 Dr Bike 
Wollaton Park 
Free, 11am

 Greeks Taking on the 
World from Electra to 
Zorba the Greek 
Djanogly Theatre 
£4 – £20, 12pm

 Victorious Veggies 
Nottingham Castle 
Free, 10am

 Alan Hudson + Vince 
Atta + Sean Moran + 
Spiky Mike 
David Lloyd Leisure 
£11, 7pm

 Zoe Lyons + Mike 
Wilmot + Luke Honnoraty 
+ Andy Robinson 
The Glee Club 
£5/£12.95, 7pm

 John Ryan + Dougie 
Dunlop + Jarlath Regan + 
Rudi Lickwood 
Jongleurs Comedy Club 
£15, 7pm

 Just The Tonic: Carey 
Marx + Lloyd Griffith + 
The Noise Next Door 
The Forum 
£10, 7pm

 Women’s Liberation in 
Nottingham, A Portrait by 
Natasha Picôt 
Five Leaves Bookshop 
Free, 6pm

SUNDAY 13 MAR

 Sax on a Sunday 
Bunkers Hill 
Free, 3pm

 Sunday Lunchtime Jazz 
and Music Quiz 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 1:30pm

 Live Music 
The Bell Inn 
Free, 12pm

 Johnny and the 
Raindrops 
The Polish Club 
£4, 3pm

SUNDAY 13 MAR 

 Spring Sensation 
The Albert Hall 
£8/£12.50, 3pm

 Rammel Club 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
7pm

 Take Berlin (Live) 
JamCafé 
Free, 7pm

 Open Mic Night 
The Johnson Arms 
Free, 8pm

 Ellie Goulding 
Motorpoint Arena 
Nottingham 
£39.20, 7:30pm

 Nottingham 
Clarion Choir 
The Place Activity Centre 
Free, 7:30pm – 9pm

 James Morrison 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£19.50/£29.50, 7:30pm

 Quiz and Games Night 
The Maze 
£1, 7:30pm

♫ DJ Rick Donohue 
Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm

 Superhero Workshop 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£8, 11:30am

 Workshop for 
Adults: Seeing 
Through Landscape 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£40/£50, 10am

 Print Your Own Poster 
with Cleeve Press 
Malt Cross 
£15, 11am

 Singing and Dancing 
for the Orishas with 
Idalberto Alcala 
New Art Exchange 
£10 – £18, 1:30pm

 Tadpoles! 
Djanogly Theatre 
£7.50, 1pm

 Celebrating 
‘Revolutionary Women’ 
in Film Festival 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 12pm

 Speed Dating For 
Professionals Aged 25 – 40 
Missoula Montana 
Bar & Grill 
£20, 7:30pm – 10pm

 Capoeira Class 
New Art Exchange 
£5 – £30, 12:30pm

 Kathak 
New Art Exchange 
£4/£5/£6, 10am

 Pub Quiz at The 
Orange Tree 
The Orange Tree 
£1, 7:30pm

34 leftlion.co.uk/issue7634  leftlion.co.uk/issue76





    event listings ...for more: leftlion.co.uk/listings

36  leftlion.co.uk/issue76

LOUISEY RIDER CUP  –  ROLLER DERBY TOURNAMENT

MONDAY 14 MAR

 Live Music 
The Bell Inn 
Free, 7pm

 Acoustic Rooms 
Rescue Rooms 
8pm

 Chilled Guitar and 
Wine Tasting with 
Thomas Fripp 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£15.50, 7:30pm

 The Something Sessions 
The Maze 
Free, 7:30pm

 Movie Mondays 
Spanky Van Dykes 
Free, 8pm

 Dr Bike 
Mary Potter Health Centre 
9:30am – 12:30am

 Dr Bike 
Clifton Cornerstone 
2pm – 4:15pm

 Early Years 
Painting Together 
City Arts – Nottingham 
Free, 1pm – 3pm

 Beautiful Cookie 
Eating Convention
Everywhere 
£1 

 Getting it Written: 
Novel Writing Workshop 
Waterstones 
£112/£128, 1pm – 3pm

 ‘The Easter Rising 
and The Great War’, with 
Michael Robinson 
Five Leaves Bookshop 
£3, 7pm

 Book Club 
The Johnson Arms 
Free, 8pm

 Pub Quiz 
Malt Cross 
£1, 8:30pm

TUESDAY 15 MAR

 Poetry is Dead Good 
JamCafé 
£3, 7pm

 Dexter’s Jazz Club 
The Guitar Bar, Hotel Deux 
8pm

 Pressure 
Rescue Rooms 
10pm

 Open Mic Night 
Pepper Rocks 
Free, 9pm

 Collabro 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£19.50 – £39.50, 7:30pm

 Notts in a Nutshell 
The Maze 
£3, 7:30pm

 David Jones: Teacher’s 
Preview and Printmaking 
Workshop 
The Djanogly Art Gallery 
Free, 4pm

 The Place for Art 
The Place Activity Centre 
£4, 10am – 1pm

 Dr Bike
St Ann’s Valley Centre 
Free, 11am – 1:30pm

 Racing Room 
The Dragon 
Free, 7pm

 Bike Maintenance 
Course 
Nottingham Bike Works 
Free, 6:30pm

 Cumbame by Salsache 
– Cuban Salsa Classes 
Bad Juju Tiki bar 
£4 – £6, 7:30pm

 Pub Quiz
The Bodega 
50p, 8pm

 Pub Quiz 
The Sir John 
Borlase Warren 

WEDNESDAY 16 MAR

 Panthers V Blaze 
Motorpoint Arena 
Nottingham 
7:30pm

 Salsa Class 
Bunkers Hill 
Free, 7pm

 Rev It Up 
The Bodega 
Free, 10pm

 Open Mic Night 
JamCafé 
Free, 8pm

 Open Mic Night 
The Bell Inn 
Free, 7pm

 The Colin Staples 
Blues Jam 
The Navigation Inn 
Free, 8:30pm

 Live Acoustic Music 
The Embankment 
Nottingham 
Free, 7pm

 Fred Eaglesmith 
The Glee Club 
£12, 7pm

 Reef 
Rescue Rooms 
£17.50, 6:30pm

 Open Mic Night 
The Maze 
Free, 8pm

 Life Drawing with 
Jon Cave 
Malt Cross 
£5, 6pm

 Anyone Can Draw 
The Lofthouse 
Free, 6pm

 Life Drawing 
The Place Activity Centre 
£120, 6:30pm – 9:30pm

 Jewellery School Day 
and Evening Course 
Focus Gallery 
£120, 7pm

WEDNESDAY 16 MAR 

 Freerangers Ages 8-11 
Nonsuch Theatre 
£6, 4pm – 5:30pm

 Julius Caesar 
Lace Market Theatre 
£7, 7:30pm

 Board Game Night 
Malt Cross 
Free

 Open Hack 
Nottingham Hackspace 
Free, 6:30pm

 Ethics and Empathy: 
What Do We Know About 
Each Other 
The Newton Building, 
Nottingham Trent 
University 
Free, 6pm

 Course: Drawing with 
iPads and Charcoal 
City Arts – Nottingham 
£75, 7pm

 Rescue Rooms Pub 
Quiz + Karaoke 
Rescue Rooms 
50p, 8pm

 Pub Quiz 
Spanky Van Dykes 
Free, 7:30pm

THURSDAY 17 MAR

 Afrowax 
The Bodega 
11pm

 Hockney 
The Bodega 
£5, 11pm

 Open Mic Night 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 1:30pm

 St Patrick’s Day: 
An Evening with Tom 
McCartney 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 Holy Wave 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
7pm

THURSDAY 17 MAR 

 The Blue Shift 
The Hand and Heart 
Free, 7pm

 Tracer + Federal Charm 
Rescue Rooms 
£15, 7pm

 Club Tropicana 
Rescue Rooms 
Free, 9pm

 Eric Hoeprich and 
London Haydn 
Djanogly Recital Hall 
£16.50/£17.50, 7:30pm

 St. Patrick’s Day 
Celebrations 
Spanky Van Dykes 
Free, 9pm

 Jeff Rosenstock 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
£9, 7pm

 Crafters Corner 
The Place Activity Centre 
£3.50, 10am – 12:30pm

 Stitch and Bitch 
Malt Cross 
Free, 7pm

 Scratch Nights 
Nottingham Playhouse 
Free, 7pm

 Baby Rangers 
Ages 0 – 3 
Nonsuch Theatre 
£4, 10am – 11am

 FITC & Petit Vineyard 
presents Wine Tasting 
Evening 
Malt Cross 
£25, 7pm

 Citizen Action and 
Collective Imagination 
Discussion 
New Art Exchange 
Free, 7pm

 Nottingham Local 
50+ Show 
The Britannia Hotel 
Free, 10am

FRIDAY 18 MAR

 Pop Confessional 
The Bodega 
11pm

 DJ Marriot 
The Southbank Bar 
10pm

 Unplugged Showcase 
Bunkers Hill 
Free, 8pm

 Ditto 
The Forum 
10:30pm

 Bopp 
The Bowery Club 
10:30pm

 The Navigation Blues 
Corporation 
The Navigation Inn 
Free, 8:30pm

 Let The Good Times Roll 
with The Money Duo 
The Riverbank Bar 
& Kitchen 
9pm – 2am

 Jungle Xplosion 3 
Nottingham Irish Centre 
£10, 10pm

 Cowtown + Crumbs 
+ Rattle 
JT Soar 
4pm

 Joey Cape 
Rescue Rooms 
£15, 6:30pm

 Everything’s Alright 
Rescue Rooms 
7pm

 Ready Steady Sixties 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 Reggae Takeover 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 7pm

 Rubberdub 
The Maze 
10pm

interview: Gemma ‘Feartrix’ Fenyn 
photo: Jim Eyre

Following the untimely death of Louise Wright in 2014, Nottingham Roller Derby have set up a tournament in her honour that will celebrate 
one of her passions while raising cash for the road safety charity, Brake.
 
What is the Louisey Rider Cup?
It’s a tournament in memory of Louise Wright (skate name: Louisey 
Rider) who was killed on Pennyfoot Street while cycling to work, and 
has been made possible by donations from Lou’s loved ones and her 
employer, Paul Smith. 

Could you tell us a little about Lou?
Lou was a humble player, and always insisted on having a chat and 
a laugh with the opposing jammer before the whistle. As a friend, 
she’s irreplaceable. She brought such vibrancy and energy to the 
team, I never understood how she was able to do so much. At her 
funeral, we learned so much more about her and the impact she had 
on other people. 

Brake is the charity benefitting from the event...
They’re a road safety charity, brake.org.uk, who we’ve been working 
with since we lost Lou. Brake collaborate with communities and 
organisations across the UK to prevent road deaths and injuries. They 
work tirelessly to make streets and areas safer for everyone as well 
as supporting people bereaved or seriously injured on our roads.

How will the tournament work? 
We have five teams of fourteen male and female skaters from across 

the UK. Each team will play four twenty-minute games and will be 
awarded two points for a win and one point for each time they score 
66 points  –  this is a little nod to Lou’s skater number. The team with 
the most points at the end will play the Nottingham Roller Derby All 
Stars, including MVPs selected from the remaining four teams. 

There will be audience participation events throughout the day 
as well as an afterparty in the city centre, so this will be a great 
introduction to the world of roller derby for anyone uninitiated. 

Will it be annual?
Yes! We hoped that it would generate enough to become an annual 
event as well as raising a bit of money for charity, then the skater 
tickets sold out in eleven minutes. It’s a platform for members of the 
skating community and others who knew Lou to come together and 
remember her, laugh, cry and make fools of themselves. It’s a legacy 
for Lou, who was passionate about making the sport accessible to 
everyone. Hopefully the tournament format will provide an exciting 
and varied event.

Lee Westwood Centre, NTU Clifton Campus, Saturday 16 April. 

facebook.com/nottinghamrollerderby



NUSIC
BOX

Your new Notts music tip sheet, as compiled 
by Nusic’s Sam Nahirny.

Want more? Check out Nusic’s website for 
fortnightly podcasts and live sessions.

Fonzse

Life is the debut mixtape from Fonzse. A mixtape that, 
funnily enough, touches on all different aspects of life – 
growing up, and the trials and tribulations we all face 
along the way. Released as a free download, the mixtape 
takes you through a bunch of different styles and 
perspectives. What’s Life takes a deeper, more reflective 
look on that very question, whereas Space touches on the 
more playful side of… well, needing some personal space. 
Considering it’s his debut mixtape, it sounds so refined. 
From the clever wordplay, to his alternating flow based 
on the nature of the productions, he’s managed to perfect 
his niche well early on. 

facebook.com/fonzse13

Paper Shop Dave

There was an interesting change when we had these 
lads in to record a session a few weeks ago. For starters, 
they’d grown a member. But they’d also changed styles 
quite distinctively – from grungy, almost Nirvana-esque 
rock, to melodic indie. A quick glance during one of their 
live sets (or sessions – did I mention there’s a live Nusic 
session?), shows they have all the swagger an indie 
band needs, and probably more importantly, they have 
the songs. Next Day is a classic rock’n’roll tale of doing 
things you shouldn’t do, whereas Reappear is a classic 
rock’n’roll way of saying “I love you”. Basically, they’re 
really good at the indie thing. And at the rate they’re 
developing as a band, we look forward to seeing what 
the rest of 2016 holds for them.

facebook.com/papershopdave

Nusic Academy workshop and advice fair, Antenna, Beck 
Street, Tuesday 8 March, 5.30pm, free. 

The evening is all about getting media exposure for your 
music and includes speakers Kate Holder (BBC), Mike 
Walsh (Radio X/XFM), and Nicola Beswick (Notts TV). 
Book tickets via Eventbrite.
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FRIDAY 18 MAR 

 Where You At 2nd 
Birthday with Adam 
Shelton 
The Market Bar 
10pm

 Stiff Kittens 
Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm

 The Tailor of Inverness 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£11/£13, 8pm

 Mask Cabaret Night 
City Arts – Nottingham 
£3.50/£7, 8pm

 Steve Williams + 
Stephen Bailey + Ian 
Smith + Bobby Mair 
The Glee Club 
£5/£10, 7pm

 Devvo 
Spanky Van Dykes 
Free, 9pm
 

 Whisky Stain EP 
Launch (Live) 
JamCafé 
Free, 7pm

SATURDAY 19 MAR

 Notts County V Exeter 
Notts County Football Club 
3pm

 DJ Marriot 
The Southbank Bar 
10pm

 Nottingham 
Philharmonic Orchestra 
The Albert Hall 
£5/£11, 7:30pm

 MV Birthday 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
7pm

 Van Hailen 
The Doghouse 
£6, 7:30pm

 Ludovico Einaudi 
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£25 – £45, 7:30pm

 BFLF Nottingham ‘We 
Could Be Heroes with Alex 
Paterson (The Orb) 
Nottingham Irish Centre 
2pm

 The Quireboys 
Rescue Rooms 
£20, 6:30pm

 Stealth v Rescued 
Rescue Rooms 
10pm

 Shimmer 
The Riverbank Bar & 
Kitchen 
9:30pm – 2am

 Mod Story 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 DIIV 
Rock City 
£11.50, 6:30pm

SATURDAY 19 MAR

 Beanbag Music Club
Theatre Royal & Royal 
Concert Hall 
£1/£7

 DirtyDiscoSoundSystem 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 7pm

 Jenna & The Gs + 
Hey Quadrophonic + 
Dub + DJs 
The Maze 
£7.50/£10, 8pm

 DJ Ripe 
Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm

 iPad Ready… Action! 
– An iPad Filmmaking 
Course 
City Arts – Nottingham 
£75, 10am – 5pm

 Little Freerangers 
Ages 4 – 7 
Nonsuch Theatre 
£6, 10am – 11:30am

 Digitopia 
Déda 
£7, 2:30pm – 3:30pm

 Stars 
Nottingham Arts Theatre 
£8.50 – £10, 2pm

 The Tailor 
of Inverness 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£11/£13, 8pm

 Science in the Park 
Wollaton Park 
Free, 11am

 Helen Watts, 
Suffragette – 
Commemorative 
Tree Planting 
Arboretum Park 
Free, 2pm

 Steve Williams + 
Stephen Bailey + 
Ian Smith + 
Bobby Mair 
The Glee Club 
£5/£12.95, 7pm

 Toby Hadoke + 
Anthony Dewson + 
Tim Renkow + 
Peter White 
Jongleurs Comedy Club 
£15, 7pm

 Just The Tonic: 
Junior Simpson + 
Pippa Evans 
The Forum 
£10, 7pm

 Teika Bellamy 
Book Launch 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio 
Free, 6:30pm

 Meet the Author, 
David Rafn Kristjansson 
Waterstones 
Free, 12pm

 Genre Clash with 
Bradley Jam + 
Stu Hemulen 
JamCafé 
Free, 7pm

SUNDAY 20 MAR

 Sport Relief: The 
Nottingham Mile 
Harvey Haddon 
Sports Complex 
£3/£7/£17, 10am

 Sax on a Sunday 
Bunkers Hill 
Free, 3pm

 Sunday Lunchtime 
Jazz and Music Quiz 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 1:30pm

 Live Music 
The Bell Inn 
Free, 12pm

 John Hardy 
The Johnson Arms 
Free, 8pm

 Poppy Folk Day 
The Poppy and Pint 
10am – 10pm

 Mushroomhead + 
American Head Charge 
Rescue Rooms 
£17.50, 5:30pm

 Nottingham 
Clarion Choir 
The Place Activity Centre 
Free, 7:30pm – 9pm

 Go Hard or Go Home 
Nottingham Trent 
Students’ Union 
£15, 10pm

 Jazz Jam: Nik Svarc 
Malt Cross 
Free, 5pm

 Capoeira Class 
New Art Exchange 
£5 – £30, 12:30pm

 Kathak 
New Art Exchange 
£4/£5/£6, 10am

 Contemporary 
Dance Lab 
New Art Exchange 
Free, 2pm

 Colorado Craft 
Beer Week 
Canalhouse bar 
and restaurant 
Ends Saturday 26 Mar.

 Laughter Therapy 
The Place Activity Centre 
10:30am – 6pm

MONDAY 21 MAR

 UoN Badminton 
Team Derby 
University of Nottingham 
Jubilee Campus 
£12, 6pm – 9pm

 Live Music 
The Bell Inn 
Free, 7pm

 Dirty Mondays 
The Forum 
10:30pm

 Monday Club: Crooked 
Little Sons 
The Doghouse 
£4, 7:30pm

MONDAY 21 MAR

 Acoustic Rooms 
Rescue Rooms 
8pm

 The Something Sessions 
The Maze 
Free, 7:30pm

 The Heritage Exchange 
Malt Cross
Free, 7pm

 Movie Mondays 
Spanky Van Dykes 
Free, 8pm

 Getting it Written: 
Novel Writing Workshop 
Waterstones 
£112/£128, 1pm – 3pm

 ‘The Easter Rising: 
1916 – 2016: The Second 
50 Years’, with 
Eddie Walsh 
Five Leaves Bookshop 
£3, 7pm

 Pub Quiz 
Malt Cross 
£1, 8:30pm

TUESDAY 22 MAR

 Big Talks in the City: 
Alan Crisp (Head of 
Product Design, NTU) 
Nottingham Central Library 
Free, 6pm

 The Black Album – 
Avant Garde Dance 
Djanogly Theatre 
£14/£16, 7:30pm

 The Guffrits 
The Navigation Inn 
Free, 8:30pm

 Phlebas 
Bar Eleven 
£3, 10pm

 Come & Drum 
The Place Activity Centre 
£5/£6, 7:30pm – 9:30pm

 Bazooka 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
7pm

 Dexter’s Jazz Club 
The Guitar Bar, Hotel Deux 
8pm

 Pressure 
Rescue Rooms 
10pm

 Open Mic Night 
Pepper Rocks 
Free, 9pm

 Simple Plan 
Rock City 
£18.50, 7pm

 Notts in a Nutshell 
The Maze 
£3, 7:30pm

 The Place for Art 
The Place Activity Centre 
£4, 10am – 1pm

 Racing Room 
The Dragon 
Free, 7pm
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For all student enquiries call:

0115 855 9008 
E: raleighpark@derwentstudents.com 

www.derwentstudents.com/raleigh

Raleigh Park
Nottingham

Derwent Way, Off Faraday Road, Nottingham NG7 2EG

Rents from £98 per week

Free WiFi

Secure bike storage

Outdoor gym 

On-site maintenance 
and management team 

Common room hosting  
variety of events

24 hour security and CCTV

On-site laundrette

All inclusive rents  
so no hidden extras

5 mins walk from  
Jubilee Campus

Ball court

Car parking

Free contents insurance

Exclusive

special 
offers

online!
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TUESDAY 22 MAR 

 Bike Maintenance 
Course 
Nottingham Bike Works 
Free, 6:30pm

 Vat and Fiddle’s 
Birthday Celebrations 
Vat and Fiddle 

 Memory Lane 
Malt Cross 
Free, 7pm

 Cumbame by Salsache – 
Cuban Salsa Classes 
Bad Juju Tiki Bar 
£4 – £6, 7:30pm

 Never Mind The 
Bodega 
The Bodega 
50p, 8pm

 Pub Quiz 
The Sir John Borlase Warren 
Free, 8:30pm

WEDNESDAY 23 MAR

 Salsa Class 
Bunkers Hill 
Free, 7pm

 Rev It Up 
The Bodega 
Free, 10pm

 Open Mic Night 
JamCafé 
Free, 8pm

 Open Mic Night 
The Bell Inn 
Free, 7pm

 The Colin Staples 
Blues Jam 
The Navigation Inn 
Free, 8:30pm

 Live Acoustic Music 
The Embankment 
Nottingham 
Free, 7pm

 Andy Sheppard – 
Shakespeare’s Songs 
Djanogly Theatre 
£11/£14.50/£16.50, 8pm

 Little Mix 
Motorpoint Arena 
Nottingham 
£28 – £39.20, 7:30pm

 NTU Music Free 
Lunchtime Concert 
Nottingham Trent 
University 
Free, 1pm

 Life Drawing 
with Jon Cave 
Malt Cross 
£5, 6pm

 Life Drawing 
The Place Activity Centre 
6:30pm – 9:30pm

 Jewellery School Day 
and Evening Course 
Focus Gallery 
£120, 7pm

 Freerangers Ages 8-11 
Nonsuch Theatre 
£6, 4pm – 5:30pm

WEDNESDAY 23 MAR

 Dr Bike 
Woodthorpe Grange Park 
Free, 11am – 2pm

 Board Game Night 
Malt Cross 
Free

 Open Hack 
Nottingham Hackspace 
Free, 6:30pm

 Artistic Course: 
Drawing with iPads 
and Charcoal 
City Arts – Nottingham 
£75, 7pm

 Rescue Rooms 
Pub Quiz + Karaoke 
Rescue Rooms 
50p, 8pm

 Pub Quiz 
Spanky Van Dykes 
Free, 7:30pm

THURSDAY 24 MAR

 The Lion Open Mic 
Night 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 1:30pm

 Speech Therapy  –  
Spoken Word
The Guitar Bar, Hotel Deux 
Free, 8pm

 The Uke Box 
The Hand and Heart 
Free, 7pm

 Banco de Gaia 
Rescue Rooms 
£15, 7:30pm

 Club Tropicana 
Rescue Rooms 
Free, 9pm

 Malaika Shaw 
Riverbank Bar & Kitchen 
Free, 8:30pm

 Sound Series 
NG1 
9pm

 Bourbon and Blues – 
Dusty Bible + The Hog 
Renderers + Ben Miles 
The Orange Tree 
Free, 8:30pm

 Crafters Corner 
The Place Activity Centre 
£3.50, 10am – 12:30pm

 Baby Rangers Ages 0-3 
Nonsuch Theatre 
£4, 10am – 11am

 A Seven-Letter Word, 
Book Launch with 
Kim Slater 
Waterstones 
£3, 6:30pm

 Luna Rosa + Gerrard 
Bell-Fife (Live) 
JamCafé 
Free, 7pm

 Big Cheap Quiz 
The Southbank Bar 
Free, 8pm

FRIDAY 25 MAR

 Pop Confessional 
The Bodega 
11pm

 DJ Marriot 
The Southbank Bar 
10pm

 Edward Penfold (Live) 
JamCafé 
Free, 7pm

 Unplugged Showcase 
Bunkers Hill 
Free, 8pm

 Ditto 
The Forum 
10:30pm

 The Navigation Blues 
Corporation 
The Navigation Inn 
Free, 8:30pm

 Let The Good Times Roll 
The Riverbank Bar & 
Kitchen 
9pm – 2am

 ‘The Captain’ 
Screening Party 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
7pm

 Tumble XL 
presents Pinch 
Nottingham Irish Centre 
11pm

 Amorphis 
Rescue Rooms 
£20, 6:30pm

 Everything’s Alright 
Rescue Rooms 
7pm

 The Real Thing – 
We Got Soul
Riverbank Bar & Kitchen 
£18, 8:30pm

 Boss Magnet 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 Eggcitiing Easter 
Eggstravaganza 
Green’s Windmill 
£5, 10am

 Swing Gitan 
Malt Cross 
Free, 9pm

 A Pocket Full 
of Grimms 
Djanogly Theatre 
£8, 1pm

 Newstead Through 
The Looking Glass 
Newstead Abbey 
£1, 10am

 Roger Monkhouse + 
Tom Deacon + Andrew 
Ryan + Jo Enright 
The Glee Club 
£5/£10, 7pm

 The Great Annual 
Merkin Fitting 
Convention 2016 
Gravity Centre 
Free, 8:30pm

SATURDAY 26 MAR

 LLTA Presents: Another 
Lab Rats. Ft. Wit!?, 
Regent Cid, Omen Breaks, 
AcdBrnOut, DJ Dental 
Plan & Schnez 
Spanky Van Dykes 
£5, 9pm

 Rammel Club 
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
7pm

 Under The Covers 
The Fox & Crown 
9pm

 Disciples 
Rescue Rooms 
£6, 7pm

 Shimmer 
The Riverbank Bar 
& Kitchen 
9:30pm – 2am

 Shinkicker 
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm

 Famous For Nothing 
EP Launch 
Rock City 
£6, 6:30pm

 Easter Weekend 
Punk Fest 
The Maze 
£7.50/£13, 2pm

 Maya Jane Coles 
The Brickworks 
Free, 10pm

SATURDAY 26 MAR 

 DJ Mista Shotta 
Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm

 Honeycomb Paper 
Pom-Poms and Flowers 
with Helen Robson 
Malt Cross 
Free, 10am

 Little Freerangers 
Ages 4 – 7 
Nonsuch Theatre 
£6, 10am – 11:30am

 Dr Bike 
Forest Recreation Ground 
8:15am – 11:30am

 Easter Craft Fair 
Wollaton Park 
£1, 11am

 Roger Monkhouse + 
Tom Deacon + Andrew 
Ryan + Jo Enright 
The Glee Club 
£5/£12.95, 7pm

 Vince Atta + Gary 
Meikle + Bobby Mair + 
Kane Brown 
Jongleurs Comedy Club
£15, 7pm

 The Wonderful 
You, Book Launch with 
Courtney Smith 
Waterstones 
£3, 6:30pm

SUNDAY 27 MAR 

 Sax on a Sunday 
Bunkers Hill 
Free, 3pm

 Vape Jam 
The Doghouse 
Free, 12pm

 Roger Sanchez + Iain 
Newton + Akadian 
Riverbank Bar & Kitchen 
£15 – £20, 8:30pm

 Nottingham 
Clarion Choir 
The Place Activity Centre 
Free, 7:30pm – 9pm

 Matt Ratcliffe (Pianist) 
Malt Cross 
Free, 10am

 BadtimeforBonzos 
Springtime Bonanza 
Nottingham City Centre 
£4/£6, 3pm

 Old School UK Garage 
Special with 
Artful Dodger 
Stealth 
£4, 10pm

 The Gilded Merkin: 
Burlesque and Cabaret 
The Glee Club 
£15, 7pm

 Pub Quiz 
The Orange Tree 
£1, 7:30pm
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BUY ADVANCE TICKETS FOR ALL SHOWS ANYWHERE ANYTIME

GLEE.CO.UK 0871 472 0400OR

BRITISH WATERWAYS BUILDING • WATERfRoNT • NoTTINGHAm • NG1 7EH

Thurs Mar 10th

KATHRYN ROBERTS 
& SEAN LAKEMAN
Wed Mar 16th 

FRED EAGLESMITH 
Sun Apr 10th 

HOT CLUB 
OF COW TOWN 
Thurs Apr 28th

HAYES CARLL
Wed May 4th

LAURA CANTRELL
Sun May 15th

TEDDY THOMPSON 
& KELLY JONES

MUSIC

BE PART 
of THE GLEE

Thurs Mar 3rd

TOMMY TIERNAN
Thurs Mar 3rd

JOHN ROBINS
Wed Mar 9th

TONY LAW
Sun Mar 24th

RICHARD HERRING
Thurs May 5th

SIMON EVANS
Thurs June 9th

ANDREW 
LAWRENCE
Wed June 29th

SARA PASCOE

COMEDY

TOURING

EvERY FRIDAY 
& SATURDAY
We bring you the very best comedians 
every Friday and Saturday for a four act line 
up that is guaranteed to make you laugh.



    event listings ...for more: leftlion.co.uk/listings

EXHIBITIONS AND PLAYS AND THATMONDAY 28 MAR 
 

 Notts County V 
Wycombe  
Notts County Football Club  
3pm 
 

 Vegan Tasting Menu  
JamCafé  
Free, 7pm 
 

 Live Music  
The Bell Inn  
Free, 7pm 
 

 Dirty Mondays  
The Forum  
10:30pm 
 

 Acoustic Rooms  
Rescue Rooms  
8pm 
 

 The Something Sessions  
The Maze  
Free, 7:30pm 
 

 Movie Mondays  
Spanky Van Dykes  
Free, 8pm 
 

 Russell Howard:  
Work in Progress  
Nottingham Playhouse  
£16, 8pm 
 

 Pub Quiz  
Malt Cross  
£1, 8:30pm 
 
TUESDAY 29 MAR 
 

 Open Mic Night  
Pepper Rocks  
Free, 9pm 
 

 Paul Heaton & 
Jacqui Abbott  
Royal Concert Hall  
£25, 7:30pm 
 

 Nottingham  
Stitch & Bitch  
Nottingham Hackspace  
Free, 6pm 
 

 The Place for Art  
The Place Activity Centre  
£4, 10am – 1pm 
 

 Racing Room  
The Dragon  
Free, 7pm 
 

 Bike Maintenance 
Course  
Nottingham Bike Works  
Free, 6:30pm 
 

 Beavertown  
Tap Takeover  
The Embankment 
£10, 5pm – 8pm 
 

 Cumbame by Salsache – 
Cuban Salsa Classes  
Bad Juju Tiki bar  
£4 – £6, 7:30pm 
 

 Russell Kane: Right 
Man, Wrong Age  
Nottingham Playhouse  
£18, 8pm 
 

 Pub Quiz  
The Sir John Borlase Warren  
Free, 8:30pm 
 

 The RTN Pop Quiz – 
No.8  
Rough Trade Nottingham  
Free, 7pm 

WEDNESDAY 30 MAR 
 

 Salsa Class  
Bunkers Hill  
Free, 7pm 
 
♫ Rev It Up  
The Bodega  
Free, 10pm 
 

 Open Mic Night  
JamCafé  
Free, 8pm 
 

 Open Mic Night  
The Bell Inn  
Free, 7pm 
 

 The Colin Staples  
Blues Jam  
The Navigation Inn  
Free, 8:30pm 
 

 Live Acoustic Music  
The Embankment 
Nottingham  
Free, 7pm 
 

 The Roz Bruce Infusion 
+ Future Shinjuku + 
The Hijinks + Einstein’s 
Lovechild  
The Maze  
£4, 7:30pm 
 

 Life Drawing with  
Jon Cave  
Malt Cross  
£5, 6pm 
 

 Life Drawing  
The Place Activity Centre  
£120, 6:30pm – 9:30pm 
 

 Jewellery School Day 
and Evening Course  
Focus Gallery  
£120, 7pm 
 

 Freerangers Ages 8-11  
Nonsuch Theatre  
£6/ week, 4pm – 5:30pm 
 

 Board Game Night  
Malt Cross  
Free 
 

 Open Hack  
Nottingham Hackspace  
Free, 6:30pm 
 

 Course: Drawing with 
iPads and Charcoal  
City Arts – Nottingham  
£75, 7pm 
 

 NCF £1 Comedy Night   
Canal House  
£1, 8pm 
 

 Rescue Rooms Pub 
Quiz + Karaoke  
Rescue Rooms  
50p, 8pm 
 

 Pub Quiz  
Spanky Van Dykes  
Free, 7:30pm 
 

 Rugs and Carpets 
Swap Shop 
Under Your Feet 
Free, 7:30pm 
 

 Roly Poly Carnival  
Front Room  
Free, 7pm 
 

 Flea Circus 
Arboretum  
Free, 10pmT

THURSDAY 31 MAR 
 

 Afrowax  
The Bodega  
11pm 
 

 Hockney  
The Bodega  
£5, 11pm 
 

 Open Mic Night  
The Lion at Basford  
Free, 1:30pm 
 

 Clark Tracey Quintet  
Bonington Theatre  
£5/£10/£12, 8pm – 10:30pm 
 

 Aistagucha  
The Hand and Heart  
Free, 7pm 
 

 Club Tropicana  
Rescue Rooms  
Free, 9pm 
 

 Mahan Esfahani 
(Harpsichord) + Avi 
Avital (Mandolin)  
Djanogly Recital Hall  
£16.50/£17.50, 7:30pm 
 

 Matilda’s Scoundrel’s 
+ Siknotes  
Rock City  
£3, 10pm 
 

 Sound Series  
NG1  
9pm 
 

 Crafters Corner  
The Place Activity Centre  
£3.50, 10am – 12:30pm 
 

 Baby Rangers 
Ages 0 – 3  
Nonsuch Theatre  
£4, 10am – 11am 
 

 Gordon Buchanan: 
Lost Adventures  
Nottingham Playhouse  
£15, 7:30pm 
 

 Shake the Dust  
New Art Exchange  
£5/£6, 7pm 
 

 Retro Computing Night  
Nottingham Hackspace  
Free, 7pm 
 

 Nottingham Black 
Archive Writing Group  
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
Free, 5pm 
 

 Big Cheap Quiz  
The Southbank Bar  
Free, 8pm 
 

 Beer Drinking  
Down The Pub 
£5, Whenever-Matepm 
 

 Try on Some Hats  
and Run Around 
Posh Department Shops 
Free, 10am – 8pm 
 

 Look at the Dogs, 
Communicate with Them 
The Park 
Free, 10pm 
 

 Mass Dobby Game 
Old Market Square 
£5, 12pm

 West Bridgford Hockey 
Club Beer Festival  
West Bridgford  
Hockey Club  
Free  
Thurs 3 – Sat 5 March 
 

 English Tourism Week  
Vat and Fiddle  
£10  
Sat 5 – Sat 12 March 
 

 Hobson’s Choice  
Theatre Royal  
£16.50 – £31  
Mon 21 – Sat 26 Mar 
 

 Easter Bank Holiday 
Beer and Cider Festival  
Ned Ludd  
Free  
Thurs 24 – Mon 28 March 
 

 Female Transport  
Television Workshop 
£5/£6, 7:30pm 
Tues 15 – Sat 19 March 
 

 Beeston Camera Club 
Annual Exhibition  
Beeston Library 
Free 
Tues 1 – Thurs 31 Mar 
 

 Notts Young People 
Dance Weekender  
Djanogly Theatre 
£6/£8, 7:30pm 
Sat 5 – Sun 6 March 

 Don’t Compain, Just 
Work Harder 
Primary 
Fridays, until 18 March 
 

 Dance of Death  
Lace Market Theatre 
£8, 7:30pm 
Tues 1 – Sat 5 March 
 

 Sweeney Todd  
Nottingham Arts Theatre 
£7 – £14 
Tues 1 – Sat 5 March 
 

 Jekyll & Hyde The 
Musical  
Nottingham Arts Theatre 
£8 – £14 
Weds 23  –  Sat 26 Mar 
 

 Aftermath: Student 
responses to Monuments 
Should Not Be Trusted  
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free  
Fri 11 – Sun 13 March

 Shafted! A New 
Comedy by John Godber  
Djanogly Theatre  
£10 – £16, 7:30pm 
Mon 14 – Sat 19 Mar. 
 

 Simon Starling  
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free 
Sat 19 – Sun 26 June 
 

 The Glass Menagerie  
Nottingham Playhouse 
£10.50 – £28.50, 7:45pm Fri 
11 – Sat 26 March 
 

 Last Islands: John 
Newling  
Syson Gallery 
Free  
Thurs 24 – Sat 21 May 
 

 Of Mice And Men  
Theatre Royal 
£13.50 – £29.50  
Tues 1 Mar – Sat 5 March 
 

 Gangsta Granny  
Theatre Royal 
£10 – £22.50  
Tues 15 – Sat 19 March 
 

 Annie  
Theatre Royal 
£16 – £37.50   
Mon 21 – Sat 26 March 
 

 Romeo and Juliet  
Theatre Royal 
£16 – £38.50  
Weds 30 – Sat 2 April 
 

 Give a Present to Yer 
Mam Just Because  
Back Home  
£20, 4pm 
Tues 1 – Thurs 31 March

Get weekly updates of Nottingham events at  
leftlion.co.uk/newsletter
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A fully playable, miniature golf 
course, designed and made 
by 10 leading voices from the 
contemporary art world.

Admission: Free Entry

Leisure Land Golf can be played for £2 pp,  

£1.50 concession.

2 APRIL – 19 JUNE 2016
LAUNCH EVENT: 1 APRIL, 6PM – 9PM

WWW.NAE.ORG.UK/INFO@NAE.ORG.UK/0115 9248630/39-41 GREGORY BLVD, NOTTINGHAM NG7 6BE
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The historical records for Cobden Chambers, off Pelham Street, date 
back to 1801 – citing numerous name changes including Pelham 
Court, Pelham Place and Old Bath Yard. Steeped in history, the 
terraced properties that enclose the courtyard have housed an 
extensive variety of creative and independent businesses over the 
years, such as lace designers, milliners, dressmakers, watchmakers, 
wool merchants and photographers.

The most recent chapter in its history – after being derelict for over 
forty years – saw a prodigious renovation project: the buddleia jungle 
was shown the meaning of respect, generations of pigeons were 
evicted from their roosts and the space was reborn. The residents are 
still all well creative and it’s got a wicked community vibe.

Housed in the building directly facing you as you enter the courtyard, 
the Creative Occupations Bureau (COB) is a laid back cafe keeping 
folks fuelled with affordable meals using locally sourced ingredients 
throughout. 

Hartland Pies of Cotgrave supply the, wait for it, pies. I had their 
pork, chicken and apricot variety – a winning combination of flavours 

– coupled with an epic scotch egg, fresh salad and a chutney lightly 
spiced with cinnamon (£6). My friend chose the tomato, basil and 
caramelised red onion bruschetta (£3.50), a selection of fresh, bright 
red tomatoes on a bed of soft sweet onions, with a generous amount 

of basil. The bread is noticeably high quality, supplied by the Small 
Food Bakery who are based at Primary Studios on Seely Road.

It’s a lovely venue for a coffee and slice of cake too, and you can 
peruse the arts and craft wares displayed in the space before you 
enter the cafe, where the light streams in through the original 
Georgian windows, warming the room on a cold February afternoon. 
We had an espresso (£1.50), beans provided by the cafe’s neighbours, 
Outpost Coffee, and an Earl Grey (£2) by Bluebird Tea Co, a company 
originally formed in Nottingham.

The guys at COB get involved in all sorts of cool projects too: 
partnering with Nutritional Resilience (another local business, 
obviously) to offer a healthy eating loyalty card (more salads = more 
points!), brain food workshops, discounts for self-employed and small 
businesses, minimising their waste using a wormery supplied by The 
Urban Worm and Hosta Consultancy (yes, you guessed it, two more 
local businesses). 

The transformation of Cobden Place has to be seen to be believed – 
check out the timelapse video on the Noshingham blog. Ash Dilks

Unit 5, Cobden Chambers, Pelham Street, NG1 2ED

facebook.com/creativeoccupationsbureau

Micropubs seem to be popping up across Nottingham like a rash at 
the moment. Albeit a very welcome, beery rash. First on the scene 
was Doctor’s Orders, taking its name from the former pharmacy that 
used to inhabit the building in Carrington’s stretch of shops, and now 
owned by Magpie Brewery.

Since moving in, they’ve had a bit of a spruce up, with new wooden 
tables and chairs as well as trendy exposed brickwork, but still kept 
all the elements that made Doctor’s Orders great – a welcoming 
atmosphere, friendly staff and, above all, fantastic beer. It’s a pub for 
convivial convos, thumbing a good book, or rewarding oneself for the 
evening’s dog walk (canine pals are very welcome).

The pub has five real ales on at any time – two from Magpie, and 
the rest constantly changing, with the owner operating a cask-for-
cask swap-style policy with breweries around the UK, ensuring a 
permanently interesting selection. Taking a new pew by the open 

‘bar’ area, we thought we’d go for a bit of a selection of halves from 
the chalkboard, all £3.70 a pint. Manager Dan advised we go for the 
sweetest ale first, and work our way up to the hoppier brews for 
maximum taste appreciation. We started with Bumpmill’s Ebony and 
Ivory (4.4%), dark and delicately spiced, with a fresh ginger aftertaste, 
followed by Magpie’s Angry Bird (4%), a malty, nutty, mellow-fruity 
ruby ale.

Nottinghamians are big pale drinkers, apparently, and they sell 
particularly well at Doctor’s Orders. Magpie’s Thieving Rogue (4.5%) 
was bitter, citrusy and easy-drinking, while Double Top’s Golden 
Arrow (3.9%) was a very pleasant sessioner. The winner may have 
been Hartshorn’s strong and very hoppy Shakademus (5.4%). Even if 
it is from Derby. Ales all sampled out, it was only right we gave the 
ciders a look-in too. I’m not usually a big drinker of the appley stuff – 
they tend to be pretty lethal – but the range of five (£3.70 a pint) went 
down very well, especially Nottingham’s Blue Barrel dry Ashton Blend 
(6%) and Leicester’s Charnwood medium cider (6.2%).
 
If you’re looking for a bed for your beer, you’re well catered for at 
Doctor’s Orders. Jars of flavoured nuts line the wall like sweeties for 
grownups, and they offer Hartland’s local scotch eggs and pork pies, 
accompanied by chutney and a dressed side salad. La-di-dah. There 
are even veggie versions available.

Magpie have just launched their craft arm, Pica, promising interesting 
global fusion brewing, from American pale ale to wheat beer to 
oatmeal stout, all ensuring a repeat prescription at Doctor’s Orders. 
Shariff Ibrahim.

351 Mansfield Road, NG5 2DA. 0115 9607985

doctorsordersmicropub.co.uk
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Yep, yet another eatery hath opened for the Nottingham masses 
to sink their teeth into. Sitting opposite Contemporary, Loom 
encapsulates a sleek yet rustic feel – exposed dark wood, dry petals, 
and a big moose called Alfred in the corner. There’s something to be 
said for the mismatched tables in the place too – some foldable, some 
barrel-like, some rough wood – all bought from a local charity that 
helps underprivileged families back into work, and reminiscent of 
sitting around the table with good company.

We started with a bleddy lovely dry white wine (£5.20/175ml) – 
Picpoul de Pinet from Stannz’ more cultured sister,   Sainte-Anne, in 
France. Fresh, crisp and lemony, it went down a treat. I’m beyond 
tempted to go back and sample the cocktail menu in the spacious, 
glowing bar sneakily tucked away in the back, inclusive of a stage for 
live jazz bands and hip hop DJs on Fridays and Saturdays.

Taking up a sharing board recommendation as a starter, we were 
blown away. There’s three to pick from, and we got A Taste of 
England (£14) – creamy, crumbly blue cheese from Flying Horse 
Walk’s Cheese Shop, a dark, sweet red onion chutney to lace it with 
some “God, yes”, little gherkins and onions, smoked ham hock all 
chopped and tossed with wholegrain mustard, award-winning pork 
pies from Owen Taylors, and pickled, runny quail eggs. It was a 
bit special, and the news of locally sourced ingredients provided a 
satisfying kicker.

On top of the sharing board, we had two types of bread – one 
olive-studded and moist, one closer to soda, both beautiful – and a 
salad decked out with mixed leaves, olive oil, radish slices, pickled 
cucumber slices, and particularly delectable cherry tomatoes. The 
whole starter would have been equally lovely to chomp on when up in 
that shiny bar listening to some live tunes.

As our first main, the hoisin and maple duck (£14) was lovely – fondant 
potatoes, “burnt” spring onions and chestnut mushrooms to boot. 
The duck was perfectly cooked, juicy and, with that light coating of 
strong flavour, deliciously balanced. The real show stopper for me, 
though, was the cod (£14) – top layer encrusted with bread crumbs, 
fish falling apart atop a neat pile of the most buttery crushed new 
potatoes I’ve ever munched. On the side were lemony capers, wilted 
spinach leaves, and bits of crunchy, crushed almonds to mix in.

Too full for pud, we left gagging to go back and discover the rest of 
what’s on offer at Loom. A dangerously delicious new contender to 
grace the Lace Market, all born out of a completely disused building 
and totally on-point. Bridie Squires

3-5 High Pavement, NG1 1HF. 0115 947 4611

theloomnottingham.com

Doctor’s Orders
Hop’s up, Doc

COB
Roll on down

Loom 
Fabric, live



42   leftlion.co.uk/issue76

Heck
Instructions
Album (NPAG Industries)
 
After seven years of relentless graft, one 
Godzilla-sized lawsuit and hordes of 
pissed off security guys, Nottingham’s 
noisiest band have finally unleashed 
their debut LP. And it doesn’t 
disappoint. Hitting the play button for 
Good as Dead is like hitting the big red 
button under Putin’s desk. Mammoth 
explosions of noise and blistering 
screams overcome the senses and the 
following 43 minutes is all-out nuclear 
war. From the thunderous stoner riffs 
in Totem, to the traumatising intro 
to White Devil, this album is chaos 
perfected. Instructions is an emphatic 
statement against the music industry. 
From the lyrical content in The Great Hardcore Swindle, “Can you put a price on this?”, 
to the album title itself, Heck have never conformed to instructions and never will. This 
record is a celebration of doing things your own way and sticking two fingers up to anyone 
who suggests otherwise. The curtain closer, (i) See The Old Lady Decently (ii) Buried 
Although (iii) Amongst Those Left Are You, is perhaps the greatest thing ever. Over sixteen 
minutes long, the three-part epic is a progressive whirlwind of raw fury. The trilogy 
fluctuates violently throughout with devastating riffs and thundering bass an ever-present 
beast, while the saga sinisterly builds before climaxing with a searing hot guitar solo 
unlike anything they’ve done before. In the words of Zach de la Rocha, “Anger is a gift”, 
and Heck have that gift more so than any other band on the planet. This is anger with a 
capital D. Tom Hadfield

abandcalledheck.com
Be  
One
Album (Caught By The River / Rivertones)
 
This is a remarkable album – a true collaboration between 
man and animal (more specifically, bees). Originally devised 
and conceived to soundtrack Wolfgang Buttress’ pavilion 
at the 2015 World Expo in Milan  – he constructed a huge 
beehive and English meadow to highlight the importance of 
the bee to our ecosystem. Written and recorded by Doggen 
and Kev Bales from Spiritualized, along with Wolfgang, 
and featuring an assortment of musicians and fellow 
sonic explorers including Icelandic string players Amiina, Killy Joke’s Youth, and their 
Spiritualized bandmate Jason Spaceman. Based around field recordings of bees in their 
natural habitat, the musicians have created a frame around these sounds and it sounds 
very natural in every sense of that word. Over four tracks, violins and cello gently drone, 
piano and organ flutter in and out, fragments of guitar add texture. One of the most 
impressive pieces of music that you are likely to hear all year. Paul Klotschkow

wolfgangbuttress.com/be-one

Bru-C
Bookey EP
EP (Sika Recordings)
 

“It’s Bru-C and Snoopy, man are up on the rhythm that’s 
spooky/Not talking about the clothing when I say that these 
man are going on bookey.” If you’ve seen Bru-C performing 
recently, you may have come across this title track from the 
Notts emcee’s latest EP. For those not in the know, bookey is 
slang for something shocking in nature or inferior quality. The 
beat has grime origins, kept simple if maybe lacking a punch 
of energy, though when performed live, it gets the crowd 
proper hyped. And the catchy, relatable chorus is perfect for crowd singalongs. Bru-C also 
throws in some interesting, food-obsessed lines – he may have just been hungry when 
writing the track – with references to bananas, Irn-Bru and Quavers. As well as the main 
grime track, the EP also offers up a far from bookey house remix, the instrumental and an 
a cappella version. Tajinder Sandhu
 

iambru.bandcamp.com/album/bookey-ep

Rather listen to the tunes on this page than read about ‘em? 
Wrap your tabs round Sound Of The Lion, our dedicated 
music podcast. If you want your own tunes reviewed and 
you’re from Notts, hit up leftlion.co.uk/sendusmusic
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Daniel Shipley
Climb The Wall
EP (Self-released)
 
Fun and relaxing aren’t generally 
two words you’d put together to 
describe an album, but this EP 
has managed to capture both of 
these aspects in a spectacular 
way. Using elements from genres 
including acoustic, soul, indie and 
more, Daniel has created a varied 
release. From a chilled sound that you could enjoy on a lazy 
Sunday afternoon with Farewell My Love, to a more bouncy and 
exciting feel with tracks such as Forgotten Son that’s perfect 
for sunny Friday evenings after work. However, don’t assume 
Shipley is only good to listen to in the sun; with his professional 
and full-sounding tracks incorporating all manner of influences 
and moods, you can enjoy it any time of the day or year. He’s 
clearly a great talent, and his skills are showcased on Climb 
The Wall in such an impressive manner that you will want to 
listen over and over again. Hannah Parker

danielshipley.co.uk
 

Friend of a Friend
Bez et Esparon
EP (Amicable Records)
 
A four-part journey: Part 1’s guitar 
notes slide in a spacious and 
mellow broadcast of goodbyes 
and questions. A chipped hand 
lingers over a door handle, poised 
to plunge, before letting go and 
leaving. Part 2 picks up the pace 
with lighter plucks, sauntering over a puddle in a dirt path as 
the sun sticks an arm out of its grey duvet. Towards the end of 
the track, we run into dark fog, the guitar strums collapse into 
a heap beneath a tree, strings are tangled in the roots. Part 
3 drips with sorrow, steady synths propping up weight until 
strength is found in the wind-down and recharge. Waking at 
3pm on a Wednesday afternoon, Part 4 swills regret around 
your tabs as a bottle of vodka from the night before is seized. 
Each tune is bookended by blurry crowds and disastrous radio 
reports. This is stripped-back, gorgeous and heart-breaking, 
with gleams of hope pressing through. Bridie Squires

amicablerecords.bandcamp.com/album/bez-et-esparon

Sam & Joe
Red Roses & Baby Blue
EP (Self-released)
 
One element that can be missed 
from lesser musical duos is a 
connection between the two 
musicians. However, with these 
two brothers, it can be heard 
through even the most simple 
of tracks. Their youthful voices, 
combined with their mature songwriting make them a truly 
exciting act. From the slower acoustic style on tracks such as 
Please Be Mine and Red Roses & Baby Blue, to the indie-blues 
sound on Bluezy Dream, the lads have nailed the essence of each 
style they’ve tackled. We Can Just Lay gives their vocal talent a 
place to truly be heard, especially when singing together, and 
their soft, catchy guitar adds to the cool demeanour of this EP. 
Their harmonies synchronise perfectly, which is something 
chart-topping bands struggle to do well. The raw edge to their 
music makes Sam & Joe original and addictive. It’s hard to not 
stick them on repeat. Hannah Parker
 

samjoe.bandcamp.com

Felix M-B
The World Won’t Wait
EP (Self-released)
 
It’s astounding that such depth 
of instrumentalism and lyricism 
could erupt from the mind of 
one who’s just turned eighteen. 
Felix’s second EP sees him ease 
further into his vocal range, and 
progress in terms of lyrical content, 
describing it as a “passage into 
adulthood in an often harsh and unforgiving world”. That it 
is. I’d Follow You is the most similar to his old stuff, with soft 
acoustic guitar and tinkling piano layered in the background. 
Taking a soulful turn, Divide has a driving force with clean, 
punchy guitars that push the song forward. Felix’s trilling 
vocals beg the question, “Is this the person your mother thought 
you’d be?” The piece de resistance is Beside the Dawn. Felix has 
enlisted the assistance of fellow youth on the scene, Tiger, for 
this collection, and this song is almost a duet; the two vocalists 
responding to each other in a hazy, red wine beside the fire love 
song. Both are ones to watch. Lucy Manning

felixmbmusic.co.uk

Some Skeletons
Vigils
Album (Mountains of Records)
 
After five years and a couple of EPs, 
Nottingham’s Some Skeletons have 
finally released their debut album, 
and it’s certainly been worth the 
wait. In barely 71 seconds, opening 
track The Mouth manages to 
conjure up images of a return to a 
windswept coastal town, a lyrical 
theme that recurs throughout the album. “There’s no place our 
ghosts can’t go,” proclaims Indoor Meteors, and it’s clear from 
next track Up on the Rocks that this return to an old stomping 
ground is a distinctly wistful one for our narrator, “In the cache 
up on the rocks were secrets just for us”. This band have a 
gloriously widescreen sound, a little reminiscent of Idlewild, 
complete with soaring vocal harmonies and there’s maybe even 
a touch of Biffy Clyro here too. At barely 28 minutes long, this 
album has an awful lot of interesting things to say. Tim Sorrell
 

someskeletons.bandcamp.com/album/vigils

The Five Hundred
Winters
EP (Self-released)
 
Lemmy got most of the headlines, 
of course, but it was the other 
member of Motörhead to go up to 
the great gig in the sky in 2015 
that perhaps left the greater legacy 
to rock music. Phil Taylor wasn’t 
even the longest serving drummer 
in the band, but that double-time 
kick drum on Overkill pretty much single-handedly launched 
thrash metal. The Five Hundred were clearly paying attention, 
and this, the band’s debut EP, showcases some astonishing 
drumming from the moment opening track Winters bursts 
into life. Like any self-respecting deathcore band, The Five 
Hundred mix up some brutal shredded metal screaming with 
some surprisingly melodic ‘clean’ vocal interludes. The vocals 
are great throughout, but the real star of the show here is the 
joyful, muscular sound of a band really rocking out. It’s pretty 
relentless, but brilliantly so. Check out Shutter to the Light and 
tell me you don’t agree. I dare you. Tim Sorrell
 

thefivehundred.bandcamp.com
 

Crosa Rosa - Simper Smiler
At their recent single launch, beer and 
bodies were thrown about in a manner 
that suggest health and safety was the 
last thing on anyone’s mind. Give this a 
listen and hear for yourself what all the 
fuss is about.

Billie - Temporary
It feels the world is drowning 

in a mire of anodyne 
singer-songwriters 

plucking their 
guitars over 
reverbed 
vocals, but 
once in a 
while a 
unique 
talent 

comes along to make your ears prick up. 
Billie is one of them. 

Eyre Llew - The Deep
Another month another song from 
these elegant post-rockers, but we 
can’t complain when we get hauntingly 
beautiful tracks such as this. 

Heurt - between the bars
Tender and heartfelt take on this Elliott 
Smith track. If  the sound of grown men 
crying is your thing, then this is for you. 

Lawnmower Deth - Dr Mosh
Knowing their absurd sense of humour, 
it sort of makes sense that the revived 
metallers’ first song in twenty years 
would only be twenty seconds long. 

Fonzse - Calmest Tsunami
Hot on the heels of his Life mixtape, on 
this new track the Notts rapper brags 
about being “a natural disaster”.

We Show Up On Radar - 
Mammalien Intruder
Opening track from the free My Tongue 
Gone Stuff EP that was sneaked out 
online. Squelchy electro pop that’s a 
reminder of how good it is to have 

‘em back.

Subway Circus - In The Dark
Stabs of feedback, chunky riffage, 
and that kind of gravelly, throaty 
singing some singers use to show that 
they “mean it, man”, giving us a taster 
of what to expect from the band’s 
forthcoming album. 

plucking their 
guitars over 
reverbed 



Lucifer Press is the latest publisher to pop up in Nottingham. Here, Neil Fulwood and David Sillitoe discuss the rationale behind their first publication, 
More Raw Material, which pays homage to Alan Sillitoe (4 March 1928 – 25 April 2010). Money raised from sales of the book will go towards the Alan 
Sillitoe Memorial Fund.  
 
“In the beginning was the word, and Adam was the Printer’s Devil.”
        
Thus begins Alan Sillitoe’s 1972 part-novel-part-autobiography hybrid Raw Material, a book 
that was “meta” before the term was prevalent. Alan was a writer’s writer and there was 
no form of literary endeavour or discipline that was out of bounds for him. He continually 
experimented and pushed himself and challenged his readers and he didn’t give a damn 
whether that put a dint in his popularity or not. “Go back to Nottingham, Mr Sillitoe,” raged 
a reviewer perplexed by his existential novel The General. You have to wonder what that 
selfsame critic made of the anti-thrillers The Lost Flying Boat and The German Numbers 
Woman, the feminist character study Her Victory, or the deconstructive late-period 
masterpiece The Broken Chariot.
         
His output was prodigious: more than sixty volumes – a lot more if you count small press 
editions and limited printings – across six decades. Novels, short fiction, poetry, essays, 
travel writing, plays, film scripts, children’s books, a memoir. And letters. He corresponded 
enthusiastically, always writing in longhand: a beautiful, perfectly legible script in fountain 
pen. We’ve yet to see any evidence of a smudge. His literary output was typed, corrections 
made by hand. There was a brief experiment with word processing. It ended badly.

In putting together More Raw Material, we not only wanted to pay tribute to Alan 
Sillitoe, but to capture something of his spirit. So we asked our contributors for personal 
reminiscences, short fiction, essays, travel writing, poetry. Alan’s first chosen form as 
a writer was poetry yet his talents in this respect were never fully recognised, despite 
a handsome Collected Poems published in 1993. We hope this collection will stand as a 
corrective to the lazy, inaccurate “Alan Sillitoe as angry young man” theorising that fixates 
on three or four volumes from the outset of his career and misses the riches and diversity of 
a life’s work.

We also hope that it will entertain, inspire and invigorate. We are honoured that such a 
roster of talented and important writers – both established and up-and-coming – agreed to 
be part of this project. Alan left us in 2010. In assembling this anthology, it has felt like he’s 
never been gone.
 
More Raw Material is available from Five Leaves Bookshop and online, £9.

luciferpress.co.uk
made by hand. There was a brief experiment with word processing. It ended badly.

The following poems are all extracts from More Raw Material and includes one by Alan’s widow, Ruth Fainlight.

A Writer Visits        
i.m. Alan Sillitoe
 
By Cathy Grindrod
 
He was one of the easiest.
No demands.
Easy to find
with the aid of
a studio photo
that didn’t take off 20 years
and easily visible, mainly
because of his                      hat.
 
He always spoke well.
There were no requests –
for a separate room,
a particular wine, a hairdryer,
Rennies, silence.
Just a bar with a pint
if convenient, and questions,
from him about         us.
 
There was, however, the pipe.
No concessions.
At the sound-check
a fixed steely eye
beneath the alarmingly
prominent ‘no smoking’ signs.
A simple equation -
this would be about  him.
 
He missed herding the sheep.
Couldn’t come.
Being a freeman and having the right
to lead all those sheep (well that one)
right over Trent Bridge. No mind.
Strikes me he was already
a pretty free man and not much
of a one for              sheep.

Asking for directions
Rosie Garland

Take the road past the abandoned cliff-edge
hotel. A boy will lean out of a car and shoot
at you. Don’t worry. He will miss. Follow
 
the bullet’s breath to the hospital and its folded
wards. You only think it is a dead-end. Continue
through its convoluted drainage system to a courtyard
 
with bricked-up doorways. Choose the only one
that’s open, then along a bridle-path signed no motor 
vehicles,
past disbelieving wrecks of burnt-out trucks. Keep walking.
 
You’ll arrive at the station breathless, too late
for your train and minus ticket, money, timetable. Stow
that ridiculously heavy suitcase in a locker and climb
 
the gravelled path up the hill. Yes, it gets steeper.
Your sat-nav? It won’t work here. Feel your way
with the bravery you used to have when you crossed
 
roads without looking. Keep going. You can’t miss it:
the sheer drop, the view back with its tarpaulin
of smoke, all those wooden markers.
 

The Motorway
Ruth Fainlight
 
I was born in the motorway era:
we both were. He used to say it made him
happy to see me writing in the car,
in the passenger seat.
 
We drove the motorways – going north on
the M1, all the routes through France heading south,
west from Nashville to San Diego, then
east again across the continent
to Montauk Point before returning the car:
you driving, me writing.
 
Sometimes I’d be aware you’d quickly turned
your head sideways, only for a moment
shifting your gaze from the road – one flick
of your eyes, to watch me making notes. 
I laughed and said: “It’s perfect – you driving,
me writing, let’s go on like this forever”,
and you laughed and agreed.
 
But we didn’t. There were other things to do.
And now it̀ s impossible. You’re dead.
And I’m driving with another person,
with someone else.
 
I stare through the windscreen into the distance
as the pylons draw their lines of power
across the green and brown and yellow fields,
the landscape of small hills, hedges and streams
you taught me to understand – stare into
the distance – as if by looking hard enough
I`ll find that place where the two sides
of the road merge and unite.
 
 
 

Better the Devil you Know



“My brother married a nurse in Nottingham and I never saw such a rancid 
shit-hole. Ordered a ham sandwich and they gave me a slice of pink slime 
between two pieces of dried shit” David Mitchell, The Bone Clocks, p.243
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BOOK REVIEWS

Nottingham’s orangest reviewer
is back. But she ain’t happeh…
 
The Bone Clocks
David Mitchell
£loads (Sceptre)

Basicalleh, this is six different 
books sellotaped together ta mek 
one big un. It’s a bit like having six 
different kiddies by six different 
fellas: yer a family, but yer know 
summat ain’t quite right. Ta be 
perfeckly honest wiv yous, I dun’t 
have a friggin’ clue wot the author is on abaht most on time cuz 
he keeps switching narration, genre and other clever stuff that 
meks yer head go all fuzzeh. One minute there’s a poncy author, 
the next some yoot gerrin’ shot at in Iraq. Then it gets all Dusk 
Till Dawn when a bunch of cosmic vampires turn up who like 
snackin’ on bairns. WTF? It’s against the law to be critical of 
David Mitchell so I’m gerrin’ ready for us ASBO. The guy is a 
complete bell end. Readin’ this is abaht as much fun as playin’ 
wi’ a Rubik Cube wi’ all the stickers peeled off. But what pisses 
meh off most on all is his dissin’ of snap in the NG (see quote 
at top on page). An’t he bin intu Vicceh? There’s ‘bout fifteh 
burger shops ta chose from. Tw*t. 

illustration: Hunt Emerson
words: James Walker

“Love is the flower of life, and blossoms unexpectedly and 
without law, and must be plucked where it is found, and enjoyed 
for the brief hour of its duration. But Peter Andre is immortal and 
omnipotent. He’ll never die. He’s on the cover of every magazine 

at the Asda checkout. Getting 
married all the time. Flashing 
his six pack. Ahhhh, I hate 
him! And don’t get me started 
on Insania. It’s not even a 

proper word, you f*cking 
anti-mysterious 
@****!!!”  

Forever Forest
Don Wright
£20 (Amberley Books)

When it comes to the tricky trees, 
Wright knows his biscuits. The 
official historian of Nottingham 
Forest has crammed 150 years of 
history into 255 pages, taking us 
from the Italian freedom fighter 
Giuseppe Garibaldi’s redshirts to 
Nigel Doughty’s ambitious plans to 
build a new stadium at the end of a 
River Trent walkway – a dream that faded in 2010 when 
FIFA announced Russia would host the 2018 World Cup. 
Yes, we know about Old Big ‘Ead. But what about Billy 
Walker, who during his 21-year stint as manager took 
us from the Third Division South to the top flight, as 
well as a 1959 FA Cup win. Elsewhere, Victorian Sam 
Weller Widdowson invented the shinguard, proposed the 
referee’s whistle and introduced the 2-3-5 formation that 
dominated tactics right up to the fifties. And let’s not 
forget Trent Uni lecturer David Lewis, who designed the 
current club logo in March 1973. Pub quiz anyone? 
James Walker
 

amberley-books.co.uk  

The Silk Factory
Judith Allnatt
£7.19 (The Borough Press)

Judith Allnatt’s fourth novel, 
The Silk Factory, is a wonderfully 
complex work of historical 
fiction. Written as a split 
narrative, alternating between 
the nineteenth century and the 
present day, it references the trials 
and tribulations that surrounded 
the frame-breaker’s movement 
of 1811/12, which impacted factory workers in 
Nottingham and the Midlands. A strong orientation 
and a sense of place is recurrent throughout the novel. 
Rosie Milford, the novel’s protagonist, inherits a 
house in an old silk mill after her mother’s death and 
moves there with her two young children. The mill 
serves as an anchor to the novel’s plot, a link between 
the two strands of narrative and the characters that 
inhabit them. The Silk Factory draws elements of the 
supernatural in parts, playing on the mind’s ability to 
create and distort memory. The psychological aspect 
lends depth and authenticity to the novel’s characters, 
which linger long after reading. Helen Frear

boroughpress.co.uk

I Came to Find a Girl
Jaq Hazell
£7.99 (Self Published)

Set in central Nottingham, I Came to 
Find a Girl follows art student Mia 
Jackson and her Trent Uni pals. But 
amid all the socialising, danger does 
lurk. Jack Flood, a narcissistic bad 
boy of the London art world, seeks 
out the ‘real’ Nottingham and heads 
for the inner city, video camera in 
hand. After having a drink with 
Flood, Mia wakes up face down and naked in his hotel 
room, with no memory of what’s happened to her. Is 
she to be the next to appear in one of his sinister video 
diaries? The author is a former Trent Poly graduate 
and she captures the city and its student life. There’s 
mystery, a missing girl and a serial killer on the loose, 
but this well-written psychological thriller isn’t afraid to 
break crime fiction convention. nottslit.blogspot.com

jaqhazell.com
 

A Dip in the Jazz Age
Carl Peter Robinson
£18 (Boo Books)

Miles simply ran out of luck, 
starting out with his girlfriend 
leaving him with the remains 
of his wrecked car. When his 
world comes crashing to a literal 
and metaphorical halt, it begins 
to dawn on him that he must 
do anything but find himself. 
Through his gentlemanly comrade Alastair and his 
everyman electrician Jeff, Miles begins to piece his 
world back together. Discovering alliances in the 
unlikely place of the old Ponsonby Club, a well-to-do 
establishment where our protagonist is drawn to Evie 
and a spark immediately ignites. Robinson’s novel is 
a thought-provoking, soul-searching journey that is 
consistently amusing without compromising the tone 
of the novel, using a Wodehouse atmosphere and the 
unmistakeable feel of genuine humanity as we follow 
the unpredictable and uncontained antics of Miles 
Howard. This book is more than worthy of your ‘must 
read’ list. Harry Robinson

boobooks.net

The Dust on the Moth
Darren Simpson
£20 (Bees Make Honey)

Conceived via Kickstarter as an 
ambitious multimedia collaboration, 
The Dust on the Moth is no ordinary 
book. Plucked from the slush pile 
by Nottingham creative community 
Bees Make Honey, given gorgeous 
illustrations and a soundtrack, this 
book is the story of 8 Asgard Street, 
its three vulnerable young occupants 
and their overly chummy landlord, the repellent Mr 
Malarkey. Meanwhile, somewhere else entirely, just on 
the line between science fiction and fairytale, the rulers 
of a place called Midgard debate the practicalities of 
outlawing love. The voyeuristic Mr Malarkey makes for 
an effectively grotesque and unnerving villain, but the 
whimsical half of the narrative on Midgard doesn’t quite 
match up, its inhabitants painted with strokes too broad 
to engage the reader completely. The Dust on the Moth is 
an uneven piece of work, but remains a weird, unsettling 
mix of whimsy, science fiction and the very, very creepy. 
Robin Lewis

beesmakehoneycc.com

No Man's Audience
Gerard Byrne
£8.99 (Nemesis Publishing)

Fans of unreliably narrated, dark, 
violent and often oppressive 
psychological novels will lap up 
this offering. Set “thirty years ago” 
in a house shared by three couples 
and, from the off, overshadowed 
by the knowledge that a murder 
has been committed, this tale is 
presented as a series of interviews 
with the six protagonists. Each has a different 
slant on the malevolence that comes to dominate 
their fractured and self-serving relationships. This 
polyphonal narrative leaves the reader increasingly 
unsettled by the most frequently interviewed 
character, Lester, who owes much to Edgar Allan 
Poe's treacherous narrator in The Tell Tale Heart. 
Links with Iain Banks' The Wasp Factory are never 
far away either. The novel's conclusion is intelligently 
constructed and the reader is left to wrestle with a 
range of challenging moral concerns. Sharper editing 
of many grammatical solecisms would have helped, as 
would the excision of some rather drab philosophising 
but – overall – this is a menacing and controversial 
work. David Winsor

nemesispublishing.co.uk

illustration: Hunt Emerson
words: James Walker

Katie Half-Price
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PETEBOX

Box: Full of beats
Manners: Heavy

PETE THE EGG MAN

Produce: Music to us tabs
Location: Europe

Material source: The mouth

Produce: Cracking

Location: Calverton

Material source: Chickens 

and ducks and that

Box: Full of eggs

Manners: Mild

Pisces (20 Feb – 20 Mar) 
The stars would like to give you some good 
advice this week, but they're really tired 
from all that sex they've been having with 
your partner.

Aries (21 Mar – 20 Apr) 
An abrupt lifestyle and dietary change this 
month will make you recognised by zoologists 
around the country as the newest natural 
predator to squirrels.

Taurus (21 Apr – 21 May) 
You always wanted to be famous and you'll 
finally achieve that this week. Though it 
turns out that Andy Warhol overestimated the 
duration by more than fourteen minutes.

Gemini (22 May – 22 June) 
They say that animals can sense an 
earthquake just before it happens, which may 
go some way to explaining why they're all 
gathering around you and grinning right now.

Cancer (23 June – 23 July) 
You'll be chastised by friends for playing God 
this week, which isn't surprising when you 
look at the stupid accent and wig you put on 
while doing it.

Leo (24 July – 23 Aug) 
Having a realistic view of your loved one is key 
to success in your relationship. The two hidden 
spy cameras you’ve put in their bathroom may 
not be enough.

Virgo (24 Aug – 23 Sept) 
You might not think it's any of our business, 
but most people know to take the dead 
goldfish out of the tank before adding new 
ones. Same goes for the drowned cats.

Libra (24 Sept – 23 Oct) 
Sometimes you wish the earth would swallow 
you up and take you away from all the things 
that scare you day to day. Actually, not 
sometimes. Always.

Scorpio (24 Oct – 22 Nov) 
Price To Earnings Ratio and Low Risk Hedge 
Funds might seem like the best way to invest 
your money, but only a fool picks his racehorse 
based solely upon its name.

Sagittarius (23 Nov – 22 Dec) 
All your money problems will be solved this 
week, including the tricky “How many 5ps 
are there in £3?” and “If you buy two items 
at £2.29, how much change do you get 
from £11.40?”
 
Capricorn (Dec 23 – Jan 19) 
Lately at work, you feel like you've been 
banging your head against a brick wall. There 
are easier ways to fulfil your duties as a 
demolition operative – try a sledgehammer.
 
Aquarius (20 Jan – 19 Feb) 
Prosperity, romance and good fortune are 
coming your way. Be prepared to receive 
all the bounty that is coming to you, in a 
45g multipack. 



city-of-football.uk
NottinghamCOF

Find Your Football
-Raise money for Sport Relief at our women & girls session
-Try Samba Dance Footie starting March
-Women's Veteran and Walking Football every other Tuesday at Forest Sports Zone
-Latest footie skills video with world-record holder Dan Magness
-All the latest events and activity sessions on our website



ENHANCE YOUR CREATIVE CAREER  
AND PROFESSIONAL POTENTIAL  
WITH A SPECIALIST  
ART AND DESIGN 
MASTERS COURSE 

WE OFFER A RANGE OF
FULL AND PART-TIME
COURSES ACROSS 
AREAS INCLUDING:   

Scholarships

You could be eligible for one of our fee discount
scholarships, receiving up to 25% off your 
course fees.

FIND OUT MORE
To find out more and book to come along to one of
our open events, visit our website.

www.ntu.ac.uk/creative_potential 

• Fine Art and Photography

• Fashion, Textiles and Knitwear Design

• Illustration, Graphic Design, Branding 
and Digital Animation

• Fashion Management, Marketing 
and Communication
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