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International art. For everyone. For free.
20 May — 28 August 2017

Lara
Favaretto

Wu
Tsang

Wu Tsang, Duilian, 2016. Courtesy the artist, Galerie Isabella Bortolozzi, Berlin. 
Commissioned and produced by Spring Workshop. With co-comissioners Centre d'Art Contemporain Genève für for 

BIM 2016; ArtHub Asia; Berlin Biennale for Contemporary Art. With the support of Nottingham Contemporary



07 Street Tales
 With What Notts, Overheard 
 in Notts, Ad Sectioned and 
 The Thompsons.

08 LeftEyeOn
 You lot have spoken. With yer  
 cameras. And it is a glorious   
 sound indeed.

10 In Focus: Emily Catherine
 The lovely illustrator who’s well       
 into hip hop got snap happy and  
 sent us the vibes.

13 Who’s The Daudi?
 Mr Matsiko has been proper busy  
 going to underwater gigs and  
 releasing his latest EP.

15 Support Network
 Caroline Kerr of Bras Not Bombs  
 talks sending underwear   
 donations to refugees. 

19 Racket Up, Racket In
 Declan James is the Notts champ  
 who’s squashing competition  
 all over the shop.

   ’27  Art in Motion
 Broad Street’s Guerilla Art Lab  
 on the importance of art   
 collectives and studio space.

29 Turn Up For The Books
 Five Leaves Publishing turned  
 twenty this year. Or was it the  
 year before? Gawd knows.

31 Strong Words
 Panya Banjoko on Nottingham  
 Black Archive and Nottingham’s  
 Young Poet Laureate.  

32 Green Fingered
 The legend from the MTV   
 generation, Tom Green, telling us  
 all to feel our balls.

33 Pick of the Month
 From Craft Beer Week, to improv  
 comedy, there’s bags of stuff to  
 do. All killer, no filler. 

34 Events Listings
 With Splendour Festival,   
 Nottingham Independents   
 Festival and Promoter Focus.
 

38 Nusic Box
 After winding down from FSN,  
 Sam Nahirny fills us in on Chai  
 Larden and Bone Cult.

41 Art Works
 With two of NTU’s finest degree  
 show artists, Mary Preston and  
 Saffron Bramley-Astle.

42 Music Reviews
 What we reckon to Notts’ latest  
 musical offerings, in bitesize  
 chunks of correct opinion.

45 Noshingham
 With all the tasty goods of Mocky  
 D’s, Sexy Mama Loves Spaghetti  
 and Son of Steak.

46 End Page
 With Rocky Horrorscopes, Art  
 Hole, Notts Trumps, Strellyation,  
 and LeftLion Abroad.

What a steaming pile of bob. The country’s 
rallying round to support a party hell bent 
on dismantling the NHS and implementing 
a dementia tax. Meanwhile, kids are getting 
blown up at music concerts on a Monday 
night. Just when you think you’ve managed to 
reach the 21st century, the damn dark ages rear 
their ugly head.

And although I’m shaking mine, there’s still 
some optimism stashed under the bonnet. The 
Nottingham populace has always been of the 
scallywag variety, and as much as the world 
might be dashing curveballs at our noggins 
left, right and centre, the people in our city 
are sticking pairs of sausage fingers up like 
nobody’s business.

In the face of war, we’ve got a woman 
donating masses of underwear to refugees 
in need. In the face of a complicated social 
housing crisis, we’ve got a film being screened 
at Broadway that picks the matter apart. 
In the face of a mainstream media riddled 
with elites, we’ve got one of the best radical, 
independent bookshops in the UK. You can’t 
test the rebel levels around here.

You can have a read about the aforementioned 
guerrilla badasses, plus a load more, in these 
here pages. But the real magic is in getting 
out there and paying the boggers a visit. You 
could even set yersen up a treasure hunt given 
the amount of blinding gear to unearth in this 
month’s magazine.

There’s many a big change happening at 
LeftLion HQ these days. We say more sad 
goodbyes to Screen Editor Harry Wilding, and 
Community Editor Penny Reeve, and welcome 
more heads to the fleet in the form of new 
Sports Editor Gav Squires, Screen Editor Ash 
Carter, and Deputy Screen Editor Hannah 
Parker. Welcome, friends. If you want to get 
involved with the owd rag yersen, make sure 
you keep your eyes peeled for our Open House 
sessions, set to start in about a month dahn 
The Angel.

I won’t bore you for too much longer, except to 
say a massive “Safety in numbers” to everyone 
who’s dobbed in for this issue. Especially 
Queen Mother Ali Emm, who’s left us with a 
parting gift of an absolutely cracking cover. Go 
on, touch it. You know you want to.

Bridie Squires
bridie@leftlion.co.uk

Tom Morley

Tom’s been 
a student at 
Central College 
Nottingham for 
the past three 
years, studying 
photography.

 Over that time, 
he’s done loads of 
shoots, whether 
it’s been for 

LeftLion, Kitty Tray’s drag queen events, 
or small businesses; namely jewellery 
makers Elouise Makes and fashion brand 
Thinkover. 

He loves photography in all its aspects, so 
during time off from gigs and bookings, you 
may find him wandering around the city 
with a bunch of cameras around his neck, 
shooting film, or down at The Photo Parlour 
hand-printing his work. 

Catch Tom’s work on page 13 of this issue.

emotionsfromphotons.com

leftlion.co.uk/issue90  5
LeftLion magazine has an estimated readership of 40,000 and is distributed to over 350 venues across the city of Nottingham. If your 
venue isn’t one of them, or you’d like to advertise, contact Ash on 0115 9240476, email ash@leftlion.co.uk or visit leftlion.co.uk/rates

16 Sky’s The Limit
 What’s with all that smoke  
 billowing out of that  
 there Nottingham   
 Contemporary?

24 Writing on the Wall
 The Rock City graffiti  
 wall may be no more, but  
 the artwork lives on in  
 Notts’ cans.

21 Home Slice
 A look at Paul Sng’s  
 latest film, Dispossession,  
 about the current social
 housing crisis.
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We delve a little deeper into the history of our city’s streets to give you the tales they’d never have taught you at school…

ADVERTISING
SECTIONED

words: Wayne Burrows

words: Joe Earp
illustration: Eva Brudenell

The Photo Centre on Pelham Street (c.1958) 

“Largest stocks of new photographic and cine 
equipment always for your inspection in our 
newly re-styled demonstration rooms” runs 
the copy for this 1958 advertisement. “Credit 
facilities available.”

And as their picture shows, The Photo Centre on 
Pelham Street wasn’t just a place to buy cameras. 
There were 16mm projectors, screens, tape 
recordings, playback systems and accessories 
– such as that nifty, fold-away projector stand – 
and much else besides. 

All this was needed to do things we currently 
take for granted on our smartphones, though 
probably without the endless adverts for 
Ed Sheeran’s latest “maleficent octopus” 
interrupting our viewing pleasure. The fact that 
everything we’d have found in The Photo Centre 
of 1958 is now packed into a slab of plastic and 
glass the size of a fag packet is arguably one of 
the most mind-boggling things about the present 
day, though it’s by no means the only one. 

Still, as the chap operating the projector in this 
picture would no doubt tell us, in what I imagine 
would be his mild-mannered Wizard of Oz voice: 

even if our phones do pack cameras, video 
libraries and sound recording mechanisms he 
could barely have dreamed of, we can’t pretend 
something hasn’t been lost. 

It’s not that in our transition between 
cumbersome past and slimline future we 
shed the inefficiency and romance of the 
analogue technology seen here; nothing is more 
frustrating or fascinating than a dusty and 
damaged reel of film, or a machine that makes 
glitches by chewing up tapes. Rather, it’s that 
the very limitations of these technologies, and 
the laborious process of making and finding 
things to watch on them, simply brings its own 
satisfaction when it all comes together. 

So, as we stride boldly into our collective 
future, or saunter along the pavement while 
idly scrolling our Instagram feeds, let’s spare a 
thought for the chap seen here. Single-handedly 
running his own YouTube channel in the days 
when that involved sprockets, blackout blinds, 
rattling spools, perhaps as many as a dozen 
film reels, and a tape recorder painstakingly 
synchronised so the comedy music cues don’t 
end up ruining the dramatic bits.

Spotlight on the River Trent

At 185 miles (294K) long, the River Trent is one of 
England’s major rivers. It’s also tidal, and in ancient 
times was navigable beyond Nottingham using this 
flow. Later, human and natural constraints on the 
river, including the building of Trent Bridge, limited 
navigation and reduced the tidal flow.
 
In 867 AD, the Danish Vikings came up the Trent to 
Nottingham and Repton in their long ships. A little-
known fact: the Trent, like the River Severn, exhibits a 
“tidal bore” known as the Trent Aegir. When conditions 
are right, the Aegir produces a five foot wave which 
travels inland as far as Gainsborough. Without modern 
constraints, the Aegir’s effect would have been felt as 
far as Nottingham.  
 
The River Trent, like most rivers and other natural 
features, derives its name from the earliest recorded 
language in Britain. It’s believed that the name is 
formed from two Celtic words – “tros” (over) and “hynt” 
(way) producing “troshynt” (over-way). Because of the 
river’s tendency to flood and alter its course, this has 
been interpreted as meaning “strong flooding” or, more 
directly, “the trespasser”. 
 
Another possible meaning is “a river that is easily 
forded”. The name “Trisantona Fu” (Trisantona River) 
for the Trent first appears in The Annals, the work of 
Roman historian Tacitus. Researchers at the University 
of Wales suggest the name is derived from the Romano-
British “Trisantano” (through-path) which has been 
given the enigmatic interpretation of the “great feminine 
thoroughfare”, perhaps suggesting a manifestation of a 
Celtic goddess. 
 
Recently, the geographical location of the Trent has 
been accepted as the boundary between northern and 
southern England. The course of the Trent and Humber 
separated the tribal territories of the Coritani, to the 
south, and the Brigantes, to the north. The Romans 
invaded Britain in 43 AD, but for political and other 
reasons, their army didn’t cross the Trent into Brigante 
territory until 71 AD.

As indicated by one interpretation of the name Trent – 
“a river that is easily forded” – the idea of a north/south 
boundary was not regarded as a physical barrier. Along 
the course of the river there are a surprising number 
of places with the Celtic rid (rhyd) or “a ford” – in their 
name, indicating the site of an ancient ford (Ridware, for 
example). The Anglo-Saxon “ford” in place names like 
Wilford, where in 1900 a Roman ford was discovered, 
demonstrates that these fords were in use for many 
generations, and not just a place where a track crossed 
a river. 
 
At Wilford, the way across the water was paved and 
black oak piles on either side marked its route. This 
was probably typical of such sites. That these ancient 
fords were later replaced by a bridge is demonstrated by 
places like East and West Bridgford.

There is evidence to show that there may have been a 
Roman stone bridge at Barton Island near Attenborough. 
In 1985, the remains of a wooden bridge of distinctly 
Viking workmanship dating from the early eleventh 
century were discovered in gravel workings around 
Castle Donington. 
 
There are many legends about the Trent. An omen of 
a coming death in the Clifton family was said to be 
the sight of a royal sturgeon swimming up the Trent 
and turning around in circles in the waters below the 
hall. Another legend is similar to that of the River Dart 
in Devon, where an old rhyme says: “River Dart, River 
Dart. Every year thou claims a heart”. According to 
folklore, the River Trent is said to be dangerous and 
must claim four lives a year to make it safe. Could it be 
that something fishy in the water near Clifton offers an 
explanation for this old belief? 
 
For more on Nottingham History check out the 
Nottingham Hidden History website. 

nottinghamhiddenhistoryteam.wordpress.com
 

Local adverts ripped from the pages of history



WHAT NOTTS
Find out what’s been going off around and about the city over the past month...
DOG AND LAMB ELOPE
We’re suckers for a good old love story here 
at LeftLion HQ, and none has pulled on our 
heart strings more than this tale of a dog 
and a lamb. When little Bella’s mother-sheep 
sadly passed away, she was paired with 
Border Collie sheepdog Blake for a bit of 
TLC. The pair struck up the most unlikely 
friendship ; frolicking in fields, laughing 
at each other’s jokes, and staying up late 
talking about their hopes, dreams and 
greatest fears. 

The two starcrossed lovers decided to take 
a leap into the unknown last month when 
they escaped from their home on a Newark 
farm. Blake and Bella have embarked on a 
journey to become the Bonnie and Clyde of 
the animal world, forsaking all others in the 
name of true love and friendship. And their 
owners are quite worried. Blake’s chipped 
but doesn’t have a collar. If you see the 
young truants, do give the farm a call 
on 01636 650000.

BLEDDY VOTE
Within the first week of this mag going 
to print, we will have undergone another 
general election. Whether we wanted it 
or not, it’s happening. And all we, as a 
magazine of the people can do, is encourage 
you all to get off yer backsides, make your 
way down to the polling station, and bleddy 
vote. Whether you’re a true blue or as left 
as that there lion, so long as you put pen to 
paper, we’re ‘appy.

GOT TO PICK A POT PLANT OR TWO
The burning desire to be crowned Mr or Mrs 
Green Finger Ruddington has really brought 
out the worst in some residents. Okay. There 
is no Mr or Mrs Green Finger Ruddington, 
but someone is running round nicking 
people’s pot plants and the like. Residents of 
the Pastures Lane estate have had hanging 
baskets and all sorts robbed from their 
yards, so if your neighbour’s garden has had 
an unexpected spruce up of late, dob ‘em in.

NO TICKET, NO RIDE
It turns out not even a famous face and yer 
name on the side of one of the boggers will 
bag you a free ride on a tram. Our Vicky 
McClure told on The Graham Norton Show 
how she was promised a free ride in honour 
of having a tram named after her. But as she 
approached her stop with her mam, 
the conductor wasn’t fazed and threw her 
off for fare evasion. It happens to the best 
of us, Vicks. 

STABBO TORNADO
Bleddy hell, that escalated quickly, didn’t 
it? Just like a toddler at a ball pit, what 
started out as a spot of calm wind and rain 
clearly missed its afternoon nap, got too 
over-excited and decided to unleash a full-
blown tornado tantrum, throwing stuff all 
over the shop and causing general disarray. 
Residents of Stapleford reported barbecues 
flying through the air and children’s slides 
being launched 60ft across the back garden 
when the bleeder hit back in May. 

TATS YER LOT
Forest fans across the city faced a knuckle-
biting play-off game last month that would 
either see ‘em swim off in victory or be 
relegated to the lower league. Cashing in 
on the battle, Pavilion Road Tattoo Studio, 
by the City Ground, offered die-hard fans 
the chance to ink ‘emsens up with the Reds’ 
logo for a mere twenty bob, should they 
avoid relegation. Of course, our boys in red 
managed it, and now tattooist Lou Morales 
is inundated with appointments.

SARAH WHO?
Some of you poor boggers have fallen victim 
to a phone scam involving a mystery woman 
called Sarah and her broken fibula. The 
unknown number has been texting the good 
people of Hoodtown with the message that 
she, ‘Sarah’, has broke her fibula and needs 
some dosh to get back from the hospital. The 
cheeky sod. If you’ve been caught out by the 
prank, get on to Action Fraud UK and report 
it. Sharpish.

Tweet us @LeftLion with your #OverheardInNotts quotes.

Nottingham’s most opinionated grocers on...
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ELECTIONS
We’re not very good at predicting them. We learned 
our lesson after Brexit. We’re very Labour around here; 
their manifesto is excellent, but hard to pull off. The 
Conservatives are money grabbers, voting Green or Lib 
Dem is pointless, and you’d have to be a loony to vote UKIP. 
More than anything, we can’t stand people who don’t vote.

PETS
We don’t like them at all. What’s the point? When we 
bought the shop it came with this mangy cat. It cost us a 
fortune at the vets and we had to pay for it to go to a pets 
home every time we went on holiday. We couldn’t stand the 
bloody thing. Luckily it got run over.

THE GLASTONBURY MAN
Last issue we mentioned a man who comes into the shop 
and goes to Glastonbury every year. There’s been lots of 
chatter on Facebook since, with customers asking if it’s 
them. So, to be clear, his name is Dan. We found out he 
wasn’t on the computer fast enough to get a ticket this year.

“They’re not my nachos, but I’m so hungry I could eat a scabby c*ck.”

“My dad says you’re not a real
man if you shave your armpits.”

“I’m going to come up to your officeand start licking everything.”

“He used to be horrible to me but then me 

brother threatened to burn his house down.”

“I think, of all the minor 

celebrities, Bill Oddie would be the most 

sensuous and creative of lovers.”

“Is there a way of closing thisthat doesn’t f*ck everything up?”

“Lemon and black pepper 
is best friends.”

“I don't have to pay for the dentist, I’m 
on benefits. Been on them years; since 
I was a baby.”

“Fifteen shillings. That’s worth

a bob or two nowadays.”

“You always get runny 

eggs in Hockley!”

"You’re welcome round our house 
any time to watch wrestling.”

“Keep that twenty for sorting 

that thing out, yeah?”  

Guy with bloodshot eyes

“You can always tell it’s

quiz night when they start read-

ing out questions.”

“Kids, man! I wanna shop till Idrop, not baff anuvver TING!”

“I’ve made it to nine years old and haven’t 

actually been run over by a car yet.”

“He’d haggle in a pound shop.”

“I’m not sure if I’m more committed 
to rugby or science.”

Man 1: I watched the Hills Have Eyes.
Man 2: Is that the one where the alien 
pops out his stomach?

“What's the English way to cut a cucumber?”

“I got off the bus and my
legs felt dead long.”

Woman: I’ve got the same birthday 
as Rob Kardashian.
Man: I don’t know who that is, but 
he’s probably from that family with 
the big arses.



Want to get your shots featured in this spread?

Each photographer we print receives a £10 voucher to 
spend at London Camera Exchange. Simply email 
your best Nottingham photos to lefteyeon@leftlion.co.uk. 
Happy snapping.

Menacing Mable
Making moovements among the cobbles.

Charlotte Lehane

Daisy, daisy
The GlaxoSmithKline Carbon Neutral Laboratory 
for Sustainable Chemistry. Nice.

Sandra Bartley



London Camera Exchange is the only place to go 
for new and used photography equipment with 
expert advice in the city centre. 

7 Pelham St, NG1 2EH, 0115 9417486
nottingham@lcegroup.co.uk
lcegroup.co.uk

Glow Street
You never know whats lurking 
around the corner.

Wojtek Hapen

Clock, Clocked
As well as some trees.

Isabella Poynter

Peek-a-Boo
Ayup, you bleddy building tops, you

.
George Hallam

leftlion.co.uk/issue90  9
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Hip hop head and scribbling sensation Emily Catherine can be found 
in every arty corner of Nottingham city. Having worked alongside 
Risograph stalwarts Dizzy Ink, as well as poetry publishing house 
Mud Press, our Emily knows a thing or two when it comes to beautiful 
creations. The absolute badgyal is a specialist in hand-drawn and 
hand-painted pieces, but here she swaps the art utensils for a camera to 
answer our questions in photographic form...

Catch Emily’s work at Surface Gallery’s Street Art Festival, which runs 
from Saturday 24 June until Saturday 15 July. And if you’re down London 
ways on Tuesday 30 June, catch her painting for The Urban Takeover on 
Portobello, for FerArts.

emilycatherineillustration.com
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24–28 August 2017

A virtuoso ensemble of young  
professional singers and players

Up-and-coming local performers including  
cellist Sheku Kanneh-Mason  

(Winner of BBC Young Musician 2016)

“Southwell can already equal, even 
surpass, more established festivals.”

THE SUNDAY TIMES

 southwellmusicfestival.com/onlinebooking     0115 989 5555

The best of classical music in the heart of Nottinghamshire



With his beautifully honest songwriting, Daudi Matsiko has carved a name for himself as one of Nottingham’s 
standout musicians. The last twelve months have been huge for him: signing to the legendary Naim Records, 
touring with Keaton Henson, and gaining a spot in the Red Bull Music Academy’s training camp for musicians. 
We spoke with Daudi about these life-changing experiences, plus his love of a good firehose shower... 

The past twelve months must have been crazy...
Yeah, The Red Bull Academy last year, the Keaton Henson shows – especially 
the Palladium in London – the GoGo Penguin tour, and then getting signed to 
Naim Records. And all my gigs; they’ve been crazy. From November 2015 to 
February 2016 I was touring, but hadn’t played any big capacity venues. The 
last show on the Portico tour was around a 500-cap venue, and then the GoGo 
Penguin tour was two weeks of that level of venue. That was mental, and I was 
fine with it; I did plenty of meditations, I lost some weight. I tried to get on top of 
life a bit, if you get me. 

I’d never been on tour properly before, then I was crashing on sofas and 
showering in the venues. I tell you what, one of the best showers I ever had was 
in Manchester in a place called Band on the Wall. I was feeling so horrible, it 
was two thirds into the tour. The shower was this massive room and it was like 
a firehose. It was great. What can I say? Fresh and clean. 

Were there any proper standout moments?
There were four gigs on the GoGo Penguin tour that were full-on mental. One of 
them was really hard, and the rest were fine. The first one was London Koko. I 
got on stage and everyone was quiet; that was ridiculous. I was so grateful for 
that. Especially as I’d experienced the other extreme on one of the other shows. 
Playing Amsterdam last year was incredible. The first gig was to 2,500 people, 
sold out. Those theatre shows were pin-drop quiet. There’s no way to feel other 
than, like, imposter syndrome. 

How does it feel to have built a dedicated fanbase? 
People are really nice. And they say beautiful things. You don’t wanna 
internalise it too much cos you can get bigheaded really easy. I’ve had a few 
messages and they’ll say something really heavy like “Your music saved me”, 
which is just incredible. I didn’t think I’d ever have people interested enough to 
be fans. I suppose you could ask me how I feel about Mogwai or Ryan Adams, 
and I’d be the same. If I ever saw Ryan Adams in the street, I’d get a 
restraining order.
 
Your two EPs are being reissued, on beautiful vinyl nonetheless. What’s 
next musically?
I just started working on an album. It’s taken me a while to get out from under 
the last two EPs. I’ve been working on these songs for ages, and they’re with a 
clear intention now. There’s only eight songs of mine out there right now. I’ve 
been taking my time with the music I’m releasing cos I write loads of songs, but 
I don’t think they’re releasable. 

I’m really bad at finishing songs. I bought a new Shure microphone last year; 
there are over 400 recordings on it, and that’s not counting all my voice memos 
and voice notes. I’m like a musical hoarder. It’s challenging cos you’ve got no 
idea what’s vibey and what’s not. It’s kind of why I’m so happy with the last two 
EPs; it’s not just one thing. People don’t know how to classify 
it sometimes. 

 
How would you describe your musical genre? 
Genres are important, but I fit into the “I’m a guy that owns an acoustic 
guitar and does nice things with it” box. I often ask “How do you protect your 
creativity? How do you take it spiritually?” It sounds weird to say out loud, but 
you don’t wanna dishonour the process. You may want to write the song quickly, 
but you’ve got to ask what made you want to do it in the first place. It’s easy to 
commercialise your songwriting on a massive scale. It requires a lot of nurturing 
and self-awareness.

How does it feel to know your music has been listened to all around 
the world?
Mad. The first two records were recorded by me and my mates in a one-bed 
flat in Brighton, and it’s been listened to all over the world. That’s crazy. Gilles 
Peterson played Houston in the Blind, and people from South Africa were 
messaging me about it. My family’s from Uganda, and I go over there a lot, but 
to have people who aren’t relatives connecting to my music, that’s crazy.

How was the Red Bull Music Academy experience?
Crazy. The best way I can describe that was like Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory for musicians and people who like music. Two weeks of mad loveliness. 
It’s so far out of my normal existence. I teach guitar at primary and secondary 
school and, because I’m self employed, I was able to just get up and go. I 
arrived, and it turned out Narnia was real; there was this gig in a swimming 
pool where they hooked up a sound system so you could hear the music 
underwater. There aren’t many places you can experience that.

The studio was open 24/7 so you could go in whenever you wanted to record. 
We had two lectures a day and a gig every night. The whole time you’re there, 
you’re making music in these custom studios, then you’ve got all the people that 
work there who have crazy insights to share. I used to watch the RBMA lectures 
online, so it was incredible to see what actually happens.  

What Nottingham musicians are you feeling at the minute?
My top homies are Keto and Shelter Point. I’ve been spending some time with 
Rob from D.I.D, too. Eyre Llew and Kagoule are incredible. Big up to Yazmin 
Lacey and her band, they’re all absolute dons. There’s a value in supporting your 
scene, and Notts is great for that. 

Daudi Matsiko’s double EP reissue An Introduction to Failure is out on Naim 
Records now. 

soundcloud.com/hellodaudi
.

        
There was this gig in a swimming pool 

where they hooked up a sound system so you 
could hear the music underwater.

interview: Sam Nahirny
photo: Tom Morley
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Persistent military conflicts in the Middle East have left millions of people lost and without. Imagine, 
just for a second, that Nottingham was plunged into war: hospitals bombed, schools and libraries gone, 
and your home destroyed. It's a situation you wouldn't wish on your worst enemy, yet mainstream media 
sources continue to vilify some of the most desperate people on the planet who find themselves in that 
very situation today. One woman, Caroline Kerr of Bras Not Bombs, is on a mission to make a difference 
for the better...

We've seen the images of refugees risking 
their lives to cross the Mediterranean and find 
themselves on European shores. For some, the 
water is the tragic end of the journey; for others, 
a safe space is eventually found; for many, the 
humiliating purgatory of a refugee camp, or a 
war-torn country, is very much a reality.

A few different charities have formed in the 
East Midlands to support victims of war who're 
subject to a lack of food, clothing, medicine, 
and suitable accommodation, among the many 
other basic human necessities we all take for 
granted. This August, it'll be two years since 
East Midlands Solidarity formed; a collaboration 
between Nottingham Solidarity, Derby Solidarity, 
and Leicester Solidarity that’s seen supply 
donations delivered to various camps by the 
van-load. Caroline Kerr is just one of the members 
involved in the movement, and it was from the 
organisation that her idea to do something about 
the situation for women and children in the 
refugee camps stemmed.

“One of the aid workers wrote on Facebook 
about how upsetting it was to see one woman 
pregnant, and another with two kids,” says 
Caroline. “She couldn’t find them any underwear 
at all.” At the time she saw the message, Caroline 
was housebound and looking after her late father. 
While eating with a friend one night, and with 
the situation on her mind, she thought up the 
name Bras Not Bombs, and decided to set up a 
Facebook group asking for underwear donations 
for refugees. It might not be something we 
immediately think of as being essential, but a 
lack of facilities and sanitary products can easily 
be added to the snowball of problems currently 
faced by women living without a home.

“We've tried to show a bit of care, provide some 
dignity,” says Caroline. “You think, 'What are 
knickers and a bra gonna do?' But it’s just that 
extra something to say 'We’ve being doing 
something and thinking about you.’”

Caroline isn't the only one in the city setting up 
this kind of movement. Paige Bromley recently 
kicked off The Monthly Gift; a charity that 
allows people to donate underwear and sanitary 
products for homeless women in Nottingham by 
visiting COW Vintage and dropping donations 
in the pink bin. “Through the Bras Not Bombs 
Facebook group, Paige and I organised a tampon 
collection,” says Caroline. “It’s great to find what 
people are doing within the city, because I can’t 
do it on my own.”

Sorting out a project like Bras Not Bombs is 
inevitably going to have its struggles, and 
Caroline urges people to send exactly what's 
needed to lessen the aches and pains: “I've 
had dirty underwear before; used, bloody 
and dirty pants. That was early on when I 
received used underwear, but then I 
started getting majority new stuff, and 
I was buying bulk.”

The logistical side of receiving donations can be 
a tricky one. It's a relatively unknown problem; 
that various charity workers and institutions 
have to fork out for storage costs when masses 
of incorrect items are sent. “When you ask for 
aid, you get all sorts,” says Caroline. “I had some 
high-heeled leather boots once. There are some 
fantastic imaginations going on with what people 
think is needed.”

What's actually needed is enough to make you 
cry. With sexual assault rife in camps, many of 
the women and children are scared to leave their 
tents at night. “We asked how we can try and 
counter that”, says Caroline. “What they asked for 
was adult nappies. It’s mind blowing. It's 2017.”

After investing in a bulk-load of adult nappies, 
Bras Not Bombs spent the remainder of the money 
they raised on locks for the toilet doors in the 
Dunkirk camp, only for it to be burnt down shortly 
after. The people living inside the camps have 
been displaced once more, and it's organisations 
like Caroline's that remain as one of the only 
constants in their lives.

Where many of us turn a blind eye to the 
situation, Caroline can't look back any more: “I 
think about it every day,” she says. “This has 
changed the way I look at things; we’re extremely 
lucky to have all this when, just across the 
channel, people are being abused or raped.”

I can't even begin to imagine what the aid 
workers have to process, let alone the people 
actually experiencing the horrors themselves. 
“I find that there’s a lot of aid workers who 
do get exhausted. They try really hard to not 
ignore it, and face everything head-on, but it 
can be tiring,” says Caroline. “I just received a 
video of people being gassed, dead children, 
people crying, people being rushed to hospitals 
and then being bombed in an air strike at the 
hospital. It's overwhelming, and makes you feel 
utterly helpless, so I try to take the feeling of 
powerlessness, put it into fundraising, and do 
what I can.”

In recent weeks, Caroline set up her own Bras Not 
Bombs shop on Carlton Road, which is now open 
for you to pop your head in and show support. 
The shop will be selling second-hand clothes, 
vintage items, and “whatever curious stuff comes 
my way” says Caroline. The shop will allow her to 
continue on her quest to buy new underwear and 
sanitary products in bulk, to send them to the 
people who need them most.

“When I was first doing it, I had a part-time job, 
was bringing up kids and looking after my dad,” 
says Caroline. “Now, we get to see these women 
with all these packages of underwear and bras 
laid out. It can take your breath away, and it's not 
just me. I never thought I would get to this place. 
Women’s issues have always been important to 
me, but I didn’t think I would be spreading the 
word and empowering people every day; giving 
people a voice and doing something about it.”

If you'd like to donate to the cause, be sure to pop 
into the shop and drop off new cotton knickers, 
children's cotton underwear and socks, sanitary 
pads, nappies, creams, and strong bras. Or you 
could dob in a monetary donation. The best way 
to find out what's really needed at the time is 
to check in with the Bras Not Bombs Facebook 
group and take it from there.

It's all too easy for us to shrug the shoulders and 
rhetorically ask “Well, what can I do?”

“People feel so powerless,” says Caroline. “But 
if everyone gave a fiver, think about how much 
difference that could make. A fiver a month can 
enable the empowering of women, and people 
can empower themselves to do what people 
should do. I mean, go to Poundland; it's a pound 
for a stretchy bra.”

There's a tangible task, and it's yours to take 
up. Whatever the outcome of the election on 
Thursday 8 June, the problems we collectively 
face need forces of nature like Bras Not Bombs 
– and you, the reader – to counter them. “I can 
march and resist, and I can do what I can to 
change people’s perspectives,” says Caroline. 
“It’s in my power to do that.”

Bras Not Bombs, 25 Carlton Road, NG3 2DG

tinyurl.com/hscyneo

Support Network
words: Bridie Squires
illustration: Laura-Jay Doohan

 You think ‘What are 
knickers and a bra gonna do?’ but 
it’s just that extra something to 
say ‘We’ve being doing something 
and thinking about you’.
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 It’s her nihilistic, 
melancholic sense of humour 
coming through; to make a 
show of nothing, or try to 
become nothing. 



If you’ve been wondering what the bob is going off down Weekday Cross, don’t worry. There’s no fire. 
We repeat, no fire. There’s no Vape Nation kid chonging on his latest modified piece, and the clouds 
did not trip over a rogue sock on the stairs to land up in a heap at the bottom. Actually, there’s a new 
exhibition on at Nottingham Contemporary, and the plumes of water vapour are part of a new public 
commission that’s left us gritting our teeth with metaphor envy…

Sam Thorne has been director of Nottingham 
Contemporary for over a year now. The first 
show he had a hand in curating within the 
organisation, The Place is Here, set the bar high 
to say the least; championing the work of over 
forty artists locally and internationally, as well 
as delving into the British Black Arts Movement 
of eighties Britain.

“One of the reasons I moved here was because 
I loved the exhibitions so much,” says Sam. “I’d 
always travel to see them, and had tremendous 
respect for what was going on here already. My 
first thought was that exciting feeling of ‘Well, 
there’s not a huge amount to change here,’ and 
it felt like a good moment to think about what 
happens next.”

The gallery has always had a massive focus on 
engaging more hard-to-reach audiences, not 
only by exhibiting art that makes you tilt your 
head, but by working with community partners 
and hosting a full programme of live music, film 
screenings, workshops and study sessions. The 
ambition of their projects, though, is something 
that really puts the institution in the top tier.

“Alex, my predecessor, really established that 
reputation,” says Sam. “What we’re aiming to 
do is help artists to realise super-ambitious 
work. Looking out onto the street and seeing 
this cloud rising from the building, I’m really 
excited to be helping with that tradition 
of producing projects that could only be 
happening here.”

Lara Favaretto is the artist behind the big 
cloud, otherwise known as Thinking Head. 
Inspired by the late Alighiero Boetti’s bronze, 
self-portrait sculpture My Brain is Smoking, the 
installation looks at the mind of the artist, and 
the intensity of thought that exists between 
those synapses. Boetti’s sculpture presents him 
holding a hose, jetting water onto his head, 
and a cloud of steam emerging when it hits 
the surface.

With Thinking Head, Favaretto has taken that 
metaphor of ideas rising, of thoughts burning, 
and applied it to the entire gallery. “The 
thoughts, questions, conversations and ideas 
you have within the art gallery are creating 
this head of steam coming out,” says Sam. “On 
our busy days, there’s a lot more being pumped 
out, and on days when maybe not so much is 

happening, it’s a bit more mellow. Lara’s been 
wanting to do this for about ten years but has 
never been able to.

“After a lot of research, we finally got there. 
We were looking into creating steam from 
what would essentially be a hot plate on the 
ceiling; boiling water. For a million reasons, 
that wouldn’t work; not least, the amount of 
energy we were expending. Then there was the 
idea of dry ice, which is too expensive. I got in 
touch with Danish artist Olafur Eliasson who’s 
worked extensively with the elements. In the 
end, it needed to be water vapour.”

The installation works by pumping water 
from the bottom of the building up to the roof 
and through water-nebulizing devices, which 
produce vapourised, cold water. “You can feel 
it,” says Sam. “It’s like a mist, but it behaves a 
little bit like steam.”

Favaretto’s Thinking Head commission will be 
running at Nottingham Contemporary until the 
end of the year, whereas her current gallery 
exhibition, Absolutely Nothing, will be running 
until August. “It was really important for her 
that the project started before, and ended 
after, the exhibition,” says Sam. “She wanted 
to think about stretching the exhibition space 
and time.”

Inside the building, the concepts follow a 
similarly antagonistic-yet-beautiful line. 
Absolutely Nothing brandishes huge, forgotten 
paintings concealed by tightly wrapped, single 
pieces of wool; large plaster casts of carnival 
masks; and massive car wash brushes that 
churn and smack the walls in the corner of the 
room. “One is vivid orange, one is dark brown, 
and they’re really striking, kinetic sculptures,” 
says Sam.

“The way she works is often to produce these 
machines, or automatic processes, and then 
completely removes herself. She sets up the 
system or the rule and just backs away. The 
car wash brushes are about eight-foot high and 
they’re clamped to an iron slab, so when they 
spin really fast they whip and leave behind a 
plastic residue. It’s like an automatic painting. 
It’s quite a destructive exhibition that’s often 
about what gets left behind.”

As part of a private performance, a moped has 
been ridden around the gallery space, leaving 
dents and marks on the walls to create the 
piece Di Blasi R7. The title of the exhibition 
lends a clue to the thought behind the work: 
“It’s her nihilistic, melancholic sense of humour 
coming through; to make a show of nothing, or 
try to become nothing,” says Sam.

Alongside Favaretto’s woolly pictures and 
Wheel of Death, Wu Tsang is exhibiting 
Devotional Document; a body of work made 
up of two film installations and one video. 
“Wu is trans, and she talks about these 
magical, realist portraits of different queer 
communities,” says Sam. “Her work is often 
dipping between fiction and documentary in 
the way that it’s not clear if it’s scripted or not. 
She works very closely within communities to 
produce these kinds of projects; collaboration is 
really very important.”

It’s impressive; the ways double exhibitions 
marry up at the Contemporary. Sometimes work 
complements the art found in a sister show 
through unlikely connections, and I wonder 
where Sam sees the bridges between the 
creations currently on display.

“It’s quite tangential between these two 
shows,” he says. “Lara’s work is often pushing 
the limits of what can be represented: What 
can a sculpture be? Can it just be a remnant or 
a relic, or a mark on the wall?
 
“In the same way but from a different 
angle, Wu is really thinking about the 
limits of representation within a film; how 
can you adequately represent a person or 
community? Wu also includes archives and 
sculptures around the films, almost as an 
acknowledgement that a film can never be a 
whole story. It’s only ever partial, only ever a 
part of the picture.

“Both artists are grappling with the limits 
of what you can do. That, for me, is the 
connection. But there’s also an ambivalent 
sense of both celebration and melancholy. Wu’s 
films are often full of party scenes, but there 
is a real sadness to them. Just as with Lara’s 
work; it’s shot through with this melancholia 
of ‘What is an artist today?’ It’s almost kind of 
funny, wanting to call an exhibition 
Absolutely Nothing.”

Lara Favaretto and Wu Tsang’s exhibitions run 
until Monday 28 August 2017 

nottinghamcontemporary.org

words: Bridie Squires 
photo: Raphael Achache

SKY’S THE LIMIT



Huge range of loose leaf speciality teas, fine coffee,
smoothies, shakes, deli sandwiches, cakes, 

hot and cold snacks.

Cosy, calm, friendly atmosphere

17 Broad St, NG1 3AJ

Opening Times
Mon - Tue 9:30am - 8pm
Wed - Fri 9:30am - 10pm   
Saturday 10am - 10pm 
SundSunday 10:30am - 7pm

Lively programme of events including gigs, 
theatre, spoken word, and various other events.

Treat your Dad at  
Meadow Lane this  
Father’s Day

Join us for a two-course carvery in the prestigious Wheeler Suite 
and enjoy a pre-lunch tour with Les Bradd, Notts County’s 
all-time leading goalscorer.

Just £16.95 per person
To book: kirsty.edwards@nottscountyfc.co.uk or 0115 952 9000 

 @official_ncfc  @nottscountyfootballclub  nottscountyfc

SunDAY 18 june



Squash isn’t all about city types taking out the frustrations of failed business deals on little rubber balls. It’s a fun, energetic, 
social sport, and one in which Notts is lucky enough to stake claims to a rising star. Declan James invited us to his fancy club 
in The Park at the end of his season to talk about his recent appearance in the British Open, his England call-up, and why more 
people should be picking up a racket and getting a sweat on down their local squash club…

How did you originally get into the game? 
I was taught at home, but my uncle took me to the local leisure centre when I was six 
years old and gave me a mini squash racket. I just gelled with it straight away. There was 
my cousin; his son, who also plays professionally; my brother played at the time; and my 
dad plays as well, so it’s very much a family thing. When I was eleven or twelve, I started 
playing tournaments and travelling around, so it became a little more serious. Then when 
I was at college, I wanted to play professionally. I turned professional at eighteen and 
haven’t really looked back since. 
 
What does a normal week’s training regime entail? 
I’ll be on court and in the gym once a day. My day will be broken up into strength and 
conditioning training which includes weights and strength work. Then there’s the cardio 
side of things: interval training, high intensity or circuit training. It’s brutal. We refer to it 
as “going to the well”, where you’re giving everything you can physically. For that fifty-
minute session, you’re going into a dark place. In the season, we have league matches in 
the evening as well, so sometimes you’re looking at a three-session day which is hard. But, 
to be world class at something, you have to work hard.  
 

Are your coaches slave drivers then? 
In addition to the two coaches at Manchester, David Campion and Chris Robinson, I have 
my own personal coach, Phil Whitlock, who lives in north Wales and whose daughter is 
also a professional player. Access to world-class coaching is very important. Phil was a top 
player himself, so he knows what it takes to get there and knows you have to listen to your 
body; it’s not like driving people into the ground, but he’s instilled a lot of discipline in me.
 
You recently competed in the British Open as a wild card. How was that?
The match sounded like a long slog… 
That was probably about 75/80 minutes which isn’t actually the longest match; you get a 
lot of matches of that length at that level. I played Paul Coll, a guy from New Zealand who’s 
had a very big year and has risen considerably. It was a good, hard match and, even though 
I lost, I gained quite a bit of confidence because he’s playing really well.
 
You won and retained the PSA World Tour title, claimed an incredible seventeen-
matches-unbeaten streak, and are currently ranked 35 in the world. Do you just really 
hate losing? 
I enjoy winning more than I hate losing. I think that time came after a hard summer’s 
work, and was the first summer where I really started to challenge myself in terms of how 
much I was working physically. It paid off, and I got on a bit of a roll. Equally, after I lost 
the eighteenth match, I had a couple of tournaments where I had a real downturn and I 
had to reevaluate things to find the enjoyment again. In the last couple of years, I’ve found 
that enjoying squash and being more process-driven instead of results-driven is really 
important for me. 
 

How did it feel to be selected to represent England? 
It’s one of the highlights of my career so far. I wouldn’t have thought that at 23 I would be 
playing for England because the pool of players is very strong, and the players 
at the top are the golden generation who’ve been in the top ten or twenty for the last 
few years. Playing alongside Nick Matthews and James Willstrop – two of the greatest 
players in English squash history – as well as players like Daryl Selby and Tom Richards 
is incredible. I’m going to get so much experience playing alongside those guys in that 
environment. And of course, representing your country is very special. 
 
You currently divide your time between your training camp in Manchester, and your 
home in Nottingham. What’s that like? 
Me and two of the other guys have our own apartment in the academy at the National 
Squash Centre, where England Squash’s head office is. The academy is for players between 
18 and 25, and there are six or seven of us. We’re there Monday to Thursday with the 
coaches, and the setup, coaching, backroom staff and support are all world class. For me, 
it’s a really good balance. I like Manchester as a city, but from when I get there on Monday 
morning to when I leave on Thursday, it’s business. Come the end of the week, it’s perfect 
for me to come back here to my friends and family. I love Nottingham, it’s home to me. 
Because we travel so much, it’s really important to have somewhere that you call home. 
 
Whereabouts have you managed to travel to and compete? 
I always love going to Paris, and Hong Kong is one of the best stops on tour. We were in 
New York in January for one of the best tournaments of the year. I’ve been to New Zealand 
and Australia, as well, which was amazing. It’s a very fortunate lifestyle. It’s hard because 
you’re away from family and friends and have to sacrifice certain things, but you get to 
travel and meet people at a young age. 
 
When you do manage to get the odd bit of time off, what do you like doing? 
Spending time with friends and family. I like to spend as much time in coffee shops as I 
can, especially 200 Degrees; I’m heading there today to sort a few emails. Maybe a holiday 
or two in the summer; I’m going to the Caribbean for a few days. I’m big into cars as well, 
that’s a passion of mine. 
 
What music do you listen to while training? 
In general, I’m a hip hop guy, and a big fan of Drake. More Life gets played every day. I like 
my house music, too. If I’m in a relaxed mood, I’ll listen to something like The XX. I think 
when you travel so much – we spend hours airports, on planes and trains – music becomes 
a huge part of it. 
 
Is there a certain level of fitness you need to be at to play leisurely? 
The more you play, the fitter you’re going to get. Men’s Health picked it as the healthiest 
sport in the world, so you’re going to get a wicked workout from it. And the social side of it 
is great as well; games at a club level are often played between friends, and you can head 
to the bar afterwards. It’s a lot more fun than going on the treadmill for forty minutes.

If someone was looking to get into squash, what would you recommend? 
I would say to watch it on YouTube, then get to your local leisure centre or club. It’s quite 
likely that you’ve got a friend who already plays, but watch it and give it a go. I think people 
look at squash and think it’s boring or hard, but people are pleasantly surprised. We need 
to make squash more accessible at the grassroots level, and to people who don’t know 
what it is.
 

  People look at squash and think it looks 
boring or hard, but people are pleasantly surprised.

interview: Shariff Ibrahim
photos: Hammond Imaging
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The social housing crisis isn’t easy to get the bonce round, and unfortunately it’s not going away anytime soon, 
either. Director of Sleaford Mods: Invisible Britain, Paul Sng of Velvet Joy Productions, is set to launch a new, 
independent documentary following in the footsteps of his previous work; contextualising austerity measures in the 
UK. His latest film is called Dispossession: The Great Social Housing Swindle, and it’s set to screen at Broadway 
Cinema this month...

“No single piece of legislation has enabled the transfer of so much capital wealth 
from the state to the people,” said Michael Heseltine, in 1980. “There is, in this 
country, a deeply ingrained desire for home ownership.” 
 
He was speaking in his role as Minister for the Environment, charged with 
implementing the Right to Buy initiative that, less than a year into Margaret 
Thatcher’s reign as Prime Minister, was passed as part of the Housing Act of 1980. 
Ostensibly, it offered secure tenants of councils and some housing associations the 
legal right to buy the home they were living in at a large discount. While viewed 
alongside the Poll Tax as the defining policy of her time in office, Thatcher was at 
first reluctant to commit to Right to Buy, concerned that her government would be 
selling off potentially valuable assets for far below market value. 

Since the initiative was launched, Britain has slid down the ranks when it comes 
to the percentage of the population that are homeowners. We’re now in 27th place, 
out of 37 countries, sitting pretty behind Mexico, Romania and Croatia, the latter 
of which overtook Britain despite enduring five years of brutal civil war during the 
same period.  
 
Before Thatcher was in office, it took the average family three years to save enough 
money for a deposit; the average is now over twenty years. According to a recent 
article in The Independent, if the cost of meat had increased at the same rate of 
inflation as the housing market, a chicken would now cost £51. 

We’re currently battening down the hatches for Theresa May’s shotgun general 
election, where the political sphere will once again become caught in the crossfire 
of political hot-buttons and double-talking. More than ever, it’s during these 
occasions that certain phrases become white noise. I, for one, am twitching to cut 
my own ears off whenever I hear the words “strong and stable”.  
 

The same can easily be said for the housing crisis. Perhaps through apathy, 
perhaps through a lack of understanding, or perhaps even due to more nefarious 
reasons, the housing crisis in Britain has become one of those issues that everyone 
talks about, but no one really seems to understand. More importantly, no one – 
politically, at least – has done anything about it. It’s the uncomfortable armchair 
that’s been passed from generation to generation, government to government, 
since Crazy Old Auntie Maggie first decided to buy it. 

While complex and differing in each part of the country, the housing crisis can be 
summed up in six parts: home ownership is becoming increasingly unattainable; 
housing costs are unreasonably expensive; more families are renting from private 
landlords; not enough new homes are being built; too many existing properties 
remain vacant, and the levels of homelessness are rising. 
 
Paul Sng (Sleaford Mods: Invisible Britain), the director of the new documentary 
Dispossession: The Great Social Housing Swindle, has little doubt that the ongoing 
crisis stems from the administrative failures of Thatcher’s policy. “Successive 
governments since the seventies have failed, in various ways, to manage the 
supply of homes in both the public and private sector,” he says. “The biggest cause 
in this respect was the failure to replenish the housing stock sold off via Right to 
Buy. It’s the main reason why there’s not enough social housing today.

“In some parts of the UK, people are spending between fifty to seventy per cent 
of their income on rent due to the lack of affordable housing. In other countries, 
the amount people spend on rent is around a third of the average income. So the 
consequences are that people have less money to spend on food, household bills 
and other essentials. They have no spare money. The rise in the use of food banks 
is down to low wages, the removal of benefits, and the high costs of rent. Millions 
of people are struggling day in, day out, because the cost of their rent is far too 
high. And that’s due to the inability of the private rental market to provide truly 
affordable housing.”
 

words: Ash Carter
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is a very emotive term, 
but it’s certainly what 
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Most alarmingly, it seems like very little is being done to address the issue. Lisa 
McKenzie, the Nottingham-born sociologist and author of Getting By: Estates, 
Class and Culture in Austerity Britain, was involved with Dispossession... from its 
conception. She says “[the social housing crisis] has become a monster that no 
one dare touch.  
 
“Rents need capping, empty properties – whether public or private – need taking 
back into housing stock. Legislation is needed to prevent overseas investors from 
buying up property they don’t intend to live in. None of the political parties will 
touch any of this. Instead, they give out magical numbers of housing building, 
plus the fairytale that we can be wealthy through property, but without touching 
the core problems of buy-to-let property investors, empty buildings, and poor 
landlords. Numbers mean nothing.”

While Thatcher’s Right To Buy lit the torch paper for the crisis, subsequent 
governmental schemes have further sunk Britain’s current and potential 
homeowners into the quagmire. These policies have prevented local councils and 
housing associations from building homes for the 1.4 million people on council 
housing waiting lists, and the amount of homelessness has risen to an estimated 
quarter of a million.  
 
The Housing and Planning Act, passed in 2016, has seen the beginning of the 
end to council housing as we know it. Exploring the impact of such policies 
on the lives of individuals who are fighting to save their homes and preserve 
their communities from the effects of gentrification and social cleansing, the 
documentary focuses on the neglect, demolition and regeneration of council 
estates in London, Glasgow and Nottingham. It examines the human cost of the 
housing crisis, with unprecedented access to residents, politicians and experts in 
the housing industry and media.
 
“I brought Paul Sng to Nottingham and Mansfield,” says McKenzie. “I wanted 
to show him the situation here;” says McKenzie, “the rising of private rents, 
and the hollowing out of communities like Lenton, which is purely a student 
neighbourhood with empty homes for half of the year. Although Nottingham is 
not one of the worst offenders, I know the council are as interested in courting 
private development to the city in the same ways that London and Manchester 
have, and that will only lead to property developers speculating on the city.”
 
Director Sng saw a pattern in Nottingham that mirrored the rest of Britain: “A 
lot of housing stock has gone, due to Right to Buy. Housing waiting lists have 
increased, which results in an increased reliance on the private sector and means 
that landlords can call the shots on who they lease their properties to. This 
impacts on the most vulnerable people, who find it harder to find a secure home.  
 
“I have family and friends who live in council housing in London, in areas that are 
very close to zone one, so I worry how stable their homes are and how they might 
end up far from family and support networks if they’re forced to relocate. 
 
“Social cleansing is a very emotive term, but it’s certainly what we’re seeing 
more and more of in London and other inner-city areas. Working-class 
communities in cities like London will be a thing of the past if local authorities 
continue to demolish council estates and fail to rehouse the people who live on 
them in the new developments. The story of the Heygate Estate in Elephant 
and Castle is a good example. The stats tell the story: 1,034 social rent homes 
demolished; 2,704 new homes built; number of homes available at social rent in 
the new development: 82.”
 
If Conservative, Labour and coalition governments have all spectacularly failed 
to deal with the increasingly desperate housing crisis, is there any hope of a 
solution? And, if so, can a film like Dispossession... have the same impact of 
raising awareness as I, Daniel Blake? The Big Issue’s Adrian Lobb described Ken 
Loach’s Palme d’Or winner as "Perhaps the most important British film”.  
 
“It’s important in the sense that it will help raise some awareness, but to have 
a real impact you need to show something on television, or find a way to reach 
a mass audience via the internet,” says Paul. “An Inconvenient Truth had a 
massive impact, as did Cathy Come Home fifty years earlier. But this is a small, 
independent film and its impact will be limited until we get it out there to a  
mass audience.  
 
“Real change relies on a collective effort, and it’s always hard to convince the 
majority of people to act in a unified way if what they’re doing doesn’t benefit 
them directly. A lot of people don’t see the destruction of social housing as a 
critical issue. The Tories would seemingly rather run council housing into the 
ground so that it exists only for the most desperate, which is not what it was 
intended for, nor the purpose it should serve. As long as the majority of people 
pursue the dream of owning their own home, and the Tories remain in power, the 
number of council homes will continue to reduce.”
 
McKenzie seems equally pessimistic about the possibility of change coming from 
the government, whoever is in power. Instead, she says that real change will 
come from people “forming groups that are independent of political parties, as 
they co-opt housing activism into their own political agenda. Housing is about 
community and any fightback must come from those who have a stake in that. 
My advice is to keep out of all party politics. You will be sacrificed when they 
disagree with you.”
 
Dispossession is screening at Broadway Cinema on Friday 16 June at 6.30pm, and 
will be followed by a Q&A panel featuring Paul Sng, Lisa McKenzie, Luke Doonan 
(Executive Producer), all hosted by Daniela Scotece of POW Nottingham. 

dispossessionfilm.com
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Writers have been throwing up pieces 
on the wall next to Rock City for over 
a decade. Recently, the bogger was 
demolished, so local artist Onga gives us 
a bit of background to the Notts graffiti 
scene, and what the art form means for 
hip hop in the city...

Nottingham hip hop history is solid in underground folklore. 
The recent NG83 film is a critically acclaimed testament to 
that and as I’m writing, Scorz is being mentioned on BBC 
Radio 6 Music. But how many residents know that Nottingham 
graffiti was a forerunner in the world scene? 

How many know we’re home to legends like Popx100, who 
was painted alongside some of New York’s pioneers in 
Clifton’s spiders in the eighties? Or Pulse; an early UK style 
master who visited and took NYC by storm in the nineties? 
Not forgetting Alert, who’s in one of the world’s most 
respected graffiti crew’s heavy artillery.

Then, of course, there’s Dilk; owner of Montana Shop 
Nottingham. It’s the only UK stockist of Montana Colours; the 
largest independent graffiti products company around, with 
stores on every continent. Its official UK base is in Hockley, not 
down in the big smoke, because of his reputation on a world 
scale. Then there’s the ILC crew and the OxygenThieves.

There are a lot of graffiti writers here. Too many to mention. 
Most of the time we walk past their commissioned graffiti 
while going about our business in Nottingham, but it wasn’t 
always like that. 

In 2006, a Talbot Street car park squeezed between Rock 
City, Rescue Rooms and Spanky Van Dyke’s became the first 
official, public city centre location where established artists 
from our town and beyond could paint their names and 
create huge ideas on walls. This was first organised by Notts 
eighties stalwart Irek. He built a relationship with, not the 
bars or clubs adjoined, but the owners of the space; Mogul E 
Azzam, the Indian restaurant whose owners kindly trusted 
countless artists – through Irek – to maintain and brighten 
this dark corner of town. 

It’s now ten years later and its walls have been partly 
removed for development. And so has its graffiti. 

This space was a building block, an incisal assault on the 
eyes of the public and the Council, to show what can be 
done with blank walls. It has helped pave the way to a more 
understanding acceptance of graffiti culture in our city.

Enjoy the sample of the creations in paint that lie beneath 
layer upon layer of colour, as ten years has seen the wall 
change many times, with stand-out details of artists from all 
over Nottingham and the UK who have adorned it. 

Rest in peace, rest in style.

Kies

Nawt Aim2Irec Roc

Dilk

Bonsai

Mono Zombie

Kid 30 Boaster Irek Onga

Kresh Boaster

Diva Sire

Irek

words: Onga





The Guerilla Art Lab, also known as GAL, is an artist collective and studio space based on Broad Street. 
We had a word with founder Rachel Parry, and collective member Sarah Todino, to dig a little deeper into 
the group’s philosophies... 
 

What is GAL?
Rachel: It’s a space for creative people to come 

together, explore and experiment. We developed 
GAL as a continual support structure for local 

artists, and also to be a flexible, safe space 
to bring new artists to the city.  

As most of us are performance or 
live artists, we’re bridging the gap 
between fine art and theatre. In a fine 
art studio, you can have your paints 
and equipment, but you don’t have 
the room to move like we need to 
as performance artists. We wanted 
somewhere that we could have 
private, explorational practice, but 
also for the collective to meet up.  

Usually, people only hear about 
really shocking performance 

art, but it’s actually grounded 

by meditation, body awareness and mindfulness. It’s 
about knowing yourself on a deeper level; that inward 
journey coming out. That’s why live performance art is 
so powerful. 

We’re intersectional feminists and support the 
LGBTQA+ community; we have the art collective 
Shady Cow in here all the time, and open the studio for 
people to get dressed up in for Pride. 

How did this all come about?
Rachel: I founded GAL last year, and we’ve spent that 
time figuring out how to programme stuff. We’ve been 
really lucky in that the callouts in our circles have 
brought new members. It’s even brought people from 
the USA and Australia here to do workshops; they were 
on tour and came to use the space. We’re in the process 
of creating something a bit more fine tuned this year. 
It’s not a very big space, but it’s got a heart. It’s a 
labour of love.

Why do you think having a space and collective like 
GAL is important to Nottingham?
Rachel: It can only be positive that there’s another 
space and more support for artists. Nottingham is 
really lucky in that we have such a busy art scene, 
and we’re building on it by enabling other artists and 
collectives. The GAL tagline is “Because art is worth 
fighting for.” I want to be able to support the next 
generation of artists who don’t know where their 
place is. 

If you don’t have a product in art, people don’t always 
understand the value of it. I chose to pursue 

performance art because it was 
something that felt more 

immediate. The integrity 
and well-being that I 

gain is so much more 
than feeling like I’m on 
a production line. GAL 

acts as an open resource 
for local artists who have a goal 

but aren’t sure how to reach it. We all work 
cooperatively, so it becomes like a family.  

Why is being part of a collective beneficial to 
an artist?
Rachel: It’s about somebody having your back. When 
I started out, I was constantly looking for who that 
would be. People have commented on how bizarre it 
is that we’ve become so subliminally connected, but 
the main thing is about everyone leaving this process 
having built confidence. Artists have ideas that they 
want to experiment with, but it’s about looking after 
them during that process.  

Sarah: The collective is made up of people with 
different levels of experience, but we congregate as 
equals. We have people with over ten years experience 
as professional artists alongside people who are fresh 
out of university. Everyone has something they can 
bring, and everyone can learn from each other. 
We’ve had musicians, dancers, noise artists, 
experimental theatre...

Rachel: I did an MA in Performance, but my 
undergrad is in Fine Art. We have people who 

create costumes, as well as illustrators and 
graphic designers. It’s about sharing knowledge 

and experience; I’ve learned a lot from working 
with other artists. If you’re looking for 

opportunities, knowing where to start can be difficult, 
and we’ve been building a resource area, so when 
artists have an application for something, there’s a 
group of people who can help.

What’s a Howl event?
Sarah: It’s our weekly workshop programme that we’ve 
dedicated to the creative development of local artists. 
We have quite an informal, relaxed environment. If 
people want to share work, we take turns, observe, 
make notes and then have a discussion centered 
around what we felt in response. Then the individual 
can ask specific questions.

You recently took over the Attenborough Arts Centre. 
What went down?
Sarah: The Attenborough Arts Centre ran a programme 
whereby the gallery space was in use by different, 
back-to-back artist groups, so we took it over for 
a weekend.

Rachel: We built up material through the Howl 
workshops. One week I would teach, another week 
it would be Annette Foster, and we even had a 
guest teacher from Chicago. It was mainly holistics, 
movement and dance, but we’d share ideas too. I 
took an element of a previous performance I’d done 
where I had everybody perform en masse, and offered 
it up as a way for us to create something we call 
“performance alchemy”.

Sarah: We performed both individually and en masse, 
with different areas set up for us to work. My work 
involved duration; I unravelled some yarn by pacing 
across the room and wrapping it around two posts. 
Throughout the two days, I’d go upstairs, do a session 
of pacing, then leave it and work with the group.  
 
For the exhibition, there were quite a few objects 
displayed in the space which were then activated and 
used within the performances. When I wasn’t using 
my thread, it was positioned within the space as an 
installation. We also had huge rolls of paper in one 
corner, so we experimented performing with that, 
and then we saved the material to be used again or 
developed later.

Rachel: There were pictures in the gallery from 
performances as documentation, and we had all these 
objects and writings from what’d been generated in 
other performances, so they became particular areas 
of installation. It was the live element that really 
activated everything, making it like our playground 
and exploring what could be done in those spaces. 
There was artwork that people could interact with as 
well; one piece used copper wire that, when touched, 
activated sounds.  

What’s in store for the GAL collective this year?
Rachel: We’re going to have some open taster sessions 
so people can see what we’re about. We’re really 
hoping that more people want to join in this community 
we’ve got. We’ve also got some exhibitions coming up, 
and we’re working on our art as a collective; hopefully 
evolving. We’ve learned quite a lot from putting the 
three shows together.

We want to be more accessible, so it doesn’t matter 
if someone doesn’t have experience; it’s a chance to 
explore things. If anyone wants to get involved, drop us 
an email or Facebook message and come along to 
a Howl event.

facebook.com/gal.art.lab.notts
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One of the highlights of Five Leaves Publications’ tenth anniversary was the argument between those 
present as to whether the anniversary was actually the eleventh or twelfth. We know for sure our 
twentieth anniversary was either 2015 or 2016. It certainly is not 2017. Either way, we forgot about it until 
LeftLion asked us what we’ve learned in two decades of publishing. What we’ve learned, is that we’re crap 
at anniversaries...

What else would we say to anyone contemplating 
setting up a small, independent publishing 
company? Be prepared for the long haul. There’s 
nothing wrong with one-off events and short-term 
projects, but publishing is something that takes 
time. A normal book can take eighteen months 
to work through, allowing time for editing and 
publicity. A series of books on a subject, carving 
out a niche, can take a decade. 

It can also take a long time to sell some titles. It 
took us ten years to sell all 1,000 copies of From 
Joseph Met Molly: A Reader on Yiddish Film. 
That was one of a handful of books in English on 
Yiddish film, and the only one ever published in 
the UK. Specialist, slow-selling books like that 
provide slow but steady income, and underpin our 
firm’s economy.

We’ve also learned that digital printing allows 
small print runs to be economic, and you can 
even print books one at a time as you need them. 
You need to know the industry. It concerns us 
that some writers are impatient and self-publish 
without knowing anything of the crafts involved 
in publishing: design, editing, proofreading, 
cover art, marketing, distribution, accounts and 
typography. Big and small publishers who know 
these things still get it wrong, but if you know 
none of them, you’re stuffed. 

We like long-term projects, anyway. Five Leaves 
was a joint partner in Lowdham Book Festival for 
fourteen or fifteen years, and retains a toehold in 
the set-up; our States of Independence in Leicester 
(a book-festival-in-a-day) has just had its eighth 
year; Southwell Poetry Festival began in 2000 
and this year’s iteration will cover several of the 
libraries in the county (we retain a toehold there, 
too). This writer has been involved in various other 
parts of the booktrade since Gutenberg was in 
short pants. 

Nobody ever made a small fortune in small-scale 
publishing; save for those who started with a 
large fortune. And the hours are long. Last week, 
I counted them: 62. But running a small press 
and a bookshop is hardly working down a coal 
mine, or driving a lorry, or standing up in front of a 
classroom. If Five Leaves make a mistake, nobody 
dies. Although some of our authors do; editing 
someone’s work can be strangely intimate and 
can lead to lifelong friendships, and I’ve attended 
several funerals of Five Leaves’ authors. But mostly 
they don’t die while they’re still being published. 
Even if it can be good for sales.

I’m a bit worried about the long-term for the 
bookshop because I’m 64, and it’s going to be 
around for a while yet. I have this vision of being 
an éminence grise who comes in for reduced hours, 

welcomed by a deferential staff keen to hear my 
sage advice before I go out for a long lunch bought 
for me by well-heeled customers keen to have my 
opinion on literary matters while my workers do 
the graft. Yes, that will happen, and Notts County 
will be back in the Championship and LeftLion 
will print daily.

Getting back to money; unfortunately, I don’t have 
that large a fortune, so we have to make money 
to pay the rent and to pay my staff. Unlike most 
bookshops, we pay the proper Living Wage, not 
the Government’s pale imitation. Our base rent 
is modest for a decent space in an alley next to a 
bookies. A hairdresser on the main part of Long 
Row is paying an enormous rent with added high 
rates for a building not much bigger than ours. 
These crazed levels of rents exclude shops like 
ours from the High Street, but one of Nottingham’s 
advantages is the multitude of city centre 
alleyways for those prepared to poke around. 

Five Leaves – as a publisher and as a bookshop 
– has never had a mission statement. But there 
is some kind of ethos underpinning what we do: 
we believe in our books and our authors. When 
the bookshop opened, the publishing side had to 
shrink a bit, so we pulled out of publishing fiction, 
but all of our regular novelists moved on to bigger 
publishers, which was encouraging. 

We also reprinted a number of books that had 
vanished from view. From Nottingham, we 
published Ray Gosling’s Personal Copy, Hilda 
Lewis’ Penny Lace and the Nottingham edition of 
Anarchy magazine from the sixties. Most of our 
reprints, however, were of London and/or Jewish 
interest. Our market has always been national 
rather than local, and most of our readers live in 
London. But not “Jones the Planner” – real names 
Adrian Jones and Chris Matthews – who jointly 
wrote our Towns in Britain and Cities of the North. 
Many people will remember Adrian from when he 
planned this city, and Chris is steadily becoming 
better known. The bookshop bestseller, the year it 
came out, was Chris’s Homes and Places: A 
History of Council Housing in Nottingham. [This 
issue’s cover is a rework of a photo taken from the 
book - Ed]

Five Leaves was perhaps the first publisher to 
regularly publish the work of this generation 
of refugee writers, publishing four collections. 
One of these was by professional writers in their 
countries of origin, one was by women refugee 
writers. We were pleased to return to this just over 
a year ago when we brought out Over Land, Over 
Sea: Poems for those Seeking Refuge. This raised 
£3,000 for refugee charities and has spawned a 
translation project in Leicester.

We started a new imprint when the shop opened 
– Five Leaves Occasional Papers – which sounds 
awfully grand, but enables us to bring out some 
pamphlets. There are two or three of them, one 
featuring an essay by Nottingham writer Stanley 
Middleton. We’ve got one poetry book by Adrian 
Buckner, his third with us, and a book of short 
fiction by John Harvey who we’ve published 
several times. Other local books include a 
history of Nottingham writers and a book on local 
Victorian rogue Charlie Peace, both due later 
this year.

If that seems like we’re becoming more of a 
“Nottingham” publisher, we’re returning to our 
other strengths with a book called Curious Golders 
Green, part of a family of “Curious” books, all 
London-based, and the autobiography of Chris 
Searle. Chris might be forgotten now, but when 
he was sacked from his school in London’s East 
End for publishing his students’ poetry, the school 
pupils struck in his support. A number of them 
went on to become professional writers. Chris 
was finally reinstated by the then Minister of 
Education, one Margaret Thatcher. Whatever 
happened to her?

Chris’s book has an introduction by Michael Rosen, 
who he worked with in the eighties. Five Leaves 
was the first to publish Michael Rosen’s poetry for 
adults – our second book – and we published short 
stories and a memoir by Michael’s dad, Harold 
Rosen. A couple of weeks ago Michael Rosen did a 
talk for the bookshop on Emile Zola. That long-
term relationship thing.

I’ve recently been discussing whether fiercely 
independent, small bookshops and small 
publishers are actually just not good enough 
to become big. Because you can become big. 
Publisher Jessica Kingsley started out on 
Jessica’s kitchen table, and thirty years later 
she’s publishing thirty books a year, has a staff 
of forty in London and six in the USA. I like being 
a small fish in a small pond, because I know 
my limitations. I’ve seen too many people reach 
beyond their ability and finance, crashing and 
burning. My other lesson is not to be too greedy or 
big-headed. Be capitalist enough to survive, but 
not capitalist enough to go to the other side.

The final lesson is that there are many more people 
who will support you than not. Our publishing 
house and bookshop have been lucky enough to 
get the support of fellow publishers, booksellers, 
writers, academics and political activists locally. 
Sure, there are a few people who find that we don’t 
fully live up to their expectations. But, you know, 
stuff ‘em. 

fiveleaves.co.uk

words: Ross Bradshaw
illustration: Kirsty Black





Panya Banjoko, aka Panya The Poet, is a Nottingham-based writer who’s performed at the 2012 Olympic 
Games, as part of the award-winning film Brit I Am directed by Andi Osho, and as part of a BBC documentary 
based on the Olympian Jamie Baulch. On top of all this, her work has featured in various journals and 
publications, including Guardian Award-winning online graphic novel Dawn of the Unread, and she’s the 
co-founder of Nottingham Black Archive. We steadied ourselves, and had a chat with the local legend...

What are you working on at the moment?
I’m heavily involved in a World War One project with the 
Nottingham Black Archive (NBA). We’re mining the untold stories 
of peoples from the Commonwealth who served during the Great 
War, and the outcome will be a touring exhibition. It’s an exciting 
project as we’ve unearthed some untold stories and we can't wait 
to share it, but my lips are sealed until the launch at New Art 
Exchange on Friday 22 September.
 
You’re the co-founder and director of the NBA. What are its aims 
and why is it important?
Nottingham Black Archive is tasked with documenting the Black 
presence in Nottingham and making this information accessible 
to the entire Nottingham community. The aim is to promote 
understanding, reinforce self-belief among the black community, 
and highlight the contributions black people have made to 
Nottingham, which are largely ignored. The work of the NBA is 
vitally important, because without such archives, our past runs the 
real risk of being forgotten.

Your poems often address issues of social justice, such as sexism 
and racism. How do you hope to influence or change people’s 
perceptions?
I hope my work makes people stop and think about what it is like 
to be “other”, and for those deemed as “other” to know they are 
not alone. I want to use the privilege my ancestors didn’t have 
to empower and inform. I’d like for those who have the power to 
affect change, even on a micro level, to step into my shoes for the 
duration of a performance, feel what it is like to be peripheral, and 
then when they’re faced with a choice or action in the future, to 
think about what they do.

What inspired your poem Family Ties?
It’s from a collection I’m currently working on inspired by dreams; 
either personal or found. This poem is from a found dream. I took 
the image of red dots and grounded them onto a map, then made 
up a story to fit around it. What I came out with is a poem that, I 
hope, says families are not all they’re cracked up to be, but most 
importantly, what happens to the young embroiled in them.

How do you spend your time when you aren’t writing?
If I’m not writing or doing any of the things associated with it – 
performing, memorising poems, reading – then I’m doing NBA 
work or teaching. My downtime is spent eating out as much 
as possible; I hate the washing up after cooking and I hate the 
cooking before eating.
 
What’s next?
I’m currently working on a one-hour poetry show for the Southwell 
Poetry Festival and I’ve been commissioned by Candlestick Press 
to write a Christmas-themed poem, which will be a real challenge 
as I like writing about guts and gore. As patron for the City of 
Literature, I’ll be one of the judges looking for Nottingham’s 
first Young Poet Laureate. How exciting, and what a wonderful 
opportunity for someone to craft their skills with the support of the 
city behind them.
 
Nottingham Young Poet Laureate applications are being accepted 
until Friday 30 June, and you can enter by visiting the Nottingham 
City of Literature website. 
 
Southwell Poetry Festival runs from Tuesday 11 - Sunday 16 July. 

panyabanjoko.wordpress.com

        I hope my work makes people 
stop 

and think what it is like to 
be “other”
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Family Ties
Me and my family look good on photos
even the police wouldn’t get mad at us.
 
Sometimes we get away from places
put red dots on the map
make sure we fill up with water.
 
We can crawl through holes
in upper right corners and out of a box
if the chase gets like falling headfirst into 
a wall.
 
Me and my family stay behind curtains
in dark cubbyholes, the back yard
is where we’ve buried our eyes.

interview: Aly Stoneman 
illustration: Ian Carrington
poem: Panya Banjoko



32   leftlion.co.uk/issue90

Since he first became famous as part of the nineties MTV Generation, Tom Green has been bossed around by 
Donald Trump, got married to Drew Barrymore, stood in for David Letterman, was impersonated by Eminem, 
survived cancer, made dozens of Hollywood films and humped a dead moose. This month, he’s quite literally on 
his way to a city near you to share some of that joy…
 
Tell us about the show you’re bringing to The Glee Club…
I’m excited. I’ve done a few shows before at the comedy festival in Edinburgh, 
and once at Greenwich Festival. But this is my first full UK tour.
 
Do you know much about Nottingham? Like the story of Robin Hood?
Robin Hood. Yes, I’ve heard of him. That’s Kevin Costner, right? I know there was 
a lot of history before that film, but that’s the version I like best. I’ve never been to 
Nottingham, so that’s pretty cool. Is Sherwood Forest nearby?
 
Yeah, it is actually really near. You should go…
I’m excited to go. That’ll be the number-one place on my agenda to visit before my 
show. I’ll try to walk in the footsteps of Robin Hood.
 
So you started out as a teenage stand-up and now, after nearly thirty years in 
TV and Hollywood, you’re back. What do you love about it?
There’s something about being in front of a live audience that is the most 
adrenaline-filled experience. Doing these shows and tours is a way of 
reconnecting with people who watched my old videos on MTV and YouTube, but 
also bringing something completely new to the equation.
 
What comedy inspired you when you first started out?
We were watching Monty Python’s Flying Circus on television regularly. I 
remember renting the VHS of The Meaning of Life and laughing harder than I 
ever have at the liver donor scene. I also loved watching Late Night with David 
Letterman, and comedians like Eddie Murphy in his Delirious era.

 

Freddie Got Fingered has become a cult classic. In your day-to-day life, how 
often do you get asked “Daddy would you like some sausages?”
I get asked that at least once a day and I just made my daily quota, so thank 
you. It’s funny. I wrote and directed that movie and when it came out, the critics 
were not kind. But now it’s kind of taken on this life of its own all over the world. 
Whether I’m in Australia, Canada or the US, people have grown to love that 
movie. I may even reenact some scenes onstage during the tour.
 
I know you’re a big hip hop fan as well. How did it feel to be namechecked by 
Eminem in The Real Slim Shady for humping a dead moose?
My god, this is like This Is Your Life or something. You’ve got all the moments in 
here. Yeah, that was pretty cool. I thought that was hilarious. Eminem actually 
licensed that song to me to use in the credits of Freddie Got Fingered too, which 
 
 
 
 

  
is a rarity. You know that early on he used to do impersonations of me on MTV? 
There are videos on YouTube of it. He’d dress up as me and run around in Times 
Square and reenact my sketches from the Tom Green show.

You were diagnosed with testicular cancer in 2000 and went on to make TV 
shows about it. What advice would you give to us blokes?
Make sure you look after yourself and check your balls. Early detection is the key. 
Don’t wait around because your number-one way of surviving testicular cancer is 
getting it early. I tour all over the world doing stand-up and literally once a week, 
another cancer survivor will come up to me after one of my shows and we’ll have 
these emotional moments. It’s a pretty wild community to become a part of and if 
I can help raise awareness, then all the better.
 
Can I ask about Donald Trump? You actually know him. What do you think to 
him as president so far?
Yeah, we met when I was on the TV show The Celebrity Apprentice. It’s certainly 
given me a unique insight. Donald Trump screamed at and fired me because I 
went out drinking with Dennis Rodman when I was supposed to be the 
project manager.

I felt, before the election, that I was obligated to speak out about it and so I made 
a protest video and song called Do The Donald. Unfortunately, it probably helped 
get him elected. I’m approaching it differently now. I’m hoping that my old boss 
will surprise everybody and become a good president. For the state of the country 
and the world, I want him to do well. As we move forward, I’m hoping that he 
doesn’t screw up too badly. Time will tell.
 
What was the last thing that made you laugh out loud?
It’d probably be weird if I told you the truth because I was posting some old Tom 
Green Show clips on Instagram. I won’t say that cause it’ll make me sound weird. 
I watch a lot of funny stuff on the internet all the time; I watched Dave Chapelle’s 
new comedy special recently and that was brilliant. 

What was the last thing that made you cry?
It might have been when I was watching some reruns of Dr. Quinn, Medicine 
Woman and it was a thoroughly emotional episode. I’m a sensitive person 
and sometimes when I’m watching these ridiculously mundane shows, I have 
emotional moments when the strings and the music come in. Seriously. 

I was talking to a friend recently about what I had gone through with my 
cancer experience and how ridiculously absurd life can be. There was a 
young guy in the hospital room next to mine and he was 24 years old. He 
didn’t survive his battle with testicular cancer. I think it’s possible that 
maybe, just maybe, I teared up a little when thinking about that and just 
about how lucky I am to be here.
 
Tom Green’s European Comedy Road Trip visits The Glee Club on Tuesday 13 June.

tomgreen.com

interview: Jared Wilson

 Donald Trump screamed at and fired me because 
I went out drinking with Dennis Rodman when I was 
supposed to be the project manager.



PICK OF THE MONTH

Get weekly updates of Nottingham events at leftlion.co.uk/newsletter

Nottingham Craft Beer Week
Discover your new favourite beer

MON
19 JUNE

SUN
25 JUNE

SUN
21 JUNE

10am

SAT
10 JUNE
8.30pm

MON
12 JUNE

7pm

SAT
24 JUNE
7.30pm

SAT
3 JUNE

SAT
10 JUNE

FRI
16 JUNE 
6.30pm
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NTU Degree Show
Nottingham Trent University

Dispossession Screening and Q&A
Broadway Cinema

Millions of Voices: The Improvised 
Star Wars Show
Nottingham Playhouse

Stay Safe From Slavery
University of Nottingham

Stacey McMullen I Wish E.P Launch
Nottingham Contemporary

Ghost Lights
Nottingham Arts Theatre

We’re a bunch of proper boozy bozos round these parts. But distinguished bozos, with a 
taste for the finer things in life. Those finer things being craft beer. Yep, the city has had a 
bit of an uprising when it comes to the crafty stuff, with bars and microbreweries popping 
up all over the shop to satiate our thirst for the traditionally made, non-mechanically 
brewed bev. To celebrate our love for the hoppy goods, and to bring the plethora of pubs 
selling craft beer together, the powers that be have dedicated a week-long festival to the 
nectar. So, clear the schedule, and get ready. Craft Beer Week is here.

The Barrel Drop over in Hurts Yard have joined up with the guys over at Torrside to 
showcase a series of craft beers that come in cask format. The week will see the small 
yet perfectly formed micropub have nine beers available in their tap takeover. Craft Beer 
Week at Junkyard sees Vertical Drinks showcasing their Dry and Bitter, Kirkstall, Galway 
Bay and Brighton Bier on the Tuesday, a tap takeover from Leeds-based North Brewing 

Co. on the Wednesday, and a Verdant tap takeover on the Thursday. Phew, it’s all go. 
Make sure you keep your ears to the ground to hear all the inside information about a 
certain Thornbridge food pairing event cracking off at The Herbert Kilpin on Wednesday 
21 June, and a Wylam Brewery Tasting at the same venue on the Friday. Plus, The Orange 
Tree will be handing the taps over to Black Iris Brewery for the duration.

The big guns have been pulled out by Kraft Werks and Brew Cavern; the dream team 
who’ve collaborated once more for Craft Beer Week 2017. This time round, they’re taking 
over Black Iris Brewery, accompanied by eight different breweries, each with their own 
bar, and creating a proper beer-y festival atmosphere. Count. Us. In. More events are to be 
announced soon, so make sure you keep eyes and ears peeled, and get them pint glasses 
ready to be filled. See you at the bar. 

Like the warm bosom of a mother hen, Nottingham Trent 
University has been nurturing the chicks of the art and 
design world for yonks. Poking their heads round studio 
doors with brains full of ideas, the final-year students, 
guided by NTU, have honed their craft. Now, the time 
has come for the class of 2017 to show us what they’re 
made of. The bar has been set sky high by previous 
NTU Degree Show exhibitions that have blown our 
bleddy socks off, so we’re proper excited to see what 
2017 brings. Plus, you can win big prizes by taking a 
photograph of your favourite piece of work, uploading it 
to Instagram or Twitter and tagging us lot – @LeftLion 
on Twitter, or @leftlionmagazine on Instagram – and 
using the hashtag #NTUDegreeShow. Give us a shout, 
let us know what you’re enjoying, and there may well be 
fifty quid’s worth of Rough Trade or Broadway vouchers 
in it for you. Free

Them blokes – who definitely aren’t from London – 
don’t half know talent when it smacks ‘em in the face 
with its sultry guitar sounds. The one throwing all the 
punches this time round is that there Stacey McMullen. 
His brand new EP, I Wish, is out now on INFL’s bluesy 
sister company, Wire and Wool Records, and they can’t 
bleddy wait to share it with you. The self-taught Notts 
guitarist first took to the stage in 2015, and has been 
wowing the crowds of Hoodtown ever since. With this 
release, we’re told we can look forward to a collection of 
songs influenced by Celtic, blues, Middle Eastern and 
Flamenco styles of guitar playing, with a whole heap of 
storytelling lyrics to boot. Sounds like there’s summat for 
everyone. Tissues at the ready, folks, this one could get 
emotional. Free

Alright, big shot. So you’ve seen The Exorcist, like, a 
bazillion times. You’ve laughed in the face of the Insidious 
films, and scoffed at Paranormal Activity. You’d even 
challenge Damien and his rottweilers to a fist fight. 
However, you’ve not yet put your money where your 
mouth is when it comes to the original Nottingham Ghost 
Walks. Luckily for you, the chance has come to prove your 
nerves of steel once and for all, with a guided ghost tour 
of the Nottingham Arts Theatre. Having started its life 
as an underground Medieval pottery before becoming a 
Church for the Particular Baptists in 1800 – complete with 
a school for poor children – the building was turned into 
a theatre just after WWII. Spectres of disturbed children 
who experienced dead harsh school punishments and 
Mad Archer the Mirror Man are said to roam the halls. 
If you reckon you’re brave enough, book a place. £10 a 
ticket, twenty places per tour

The director of Sleaford Mods: Invisible Britain, Paul 
Sng, is bringing another feature-length documentary 
to the silver screen, set to challenge and explore the 
current housing crisis in Britain. While some are able 
to fritter away surplus cash on conservatories and loft 
conversions, others are literally having their homes 
demolished as the government works with the private 
sector to tear down council estates and build high-end 
property that the majority can’t afford. Narrated by 
Maxine Peake, who played the brilliant Veronica Ball 
in Shameless, the film explores the devastating failures 
that have led to the current housing shortage. Make sure 
you arrive bang on 6.30pm and stay for the Q&A session 
with Paul Sng, Lisa McKenzie, author of Getting By, and 
St Ann’s resident and Labour candidate for Newark, 
Chantal Lee. £8.40, usual concessions available

There are many evils in this world that we like to 
think we’ve conquered, but are all too present today; 
sometimes just under our radars. Slavery may have 
become illegal in the UK in 1833, but modern slavery 
is a very real, and very dangerous threat to the most 
vulnerable groups in our society. This month, Unchosen 
– a charity seeking to fight slavery through film – and 
the University of Nottingham, are hosting a conference 
to discuss innovative ways of tackling and preventing 
slavery. Guest speakers, including Melissa Blackburn 
from Unbroken, and Alison Gardner from University of 
Nottingham, will be leading the conversation to answer 
tough questions such as “How can we stop those who 
are homeless, refugees, migrants, or children in care, from 
falling victim to exploitation?” It’s going to be proper 
thought-provoking stuff, so make sure you book a place 
pronto. £55 - £75

The planet Alderaan is a peaceful place to be. In fact, it’s 
so peaceful that planets all over the galaxy understand it 
to be a place of “unspoiled beauty and refined culture”. 
Which is all well and good for its inhabitants, one of 
which is Princess Leia. However, trouble looms on the 
horizon, as the residents of Alderaan are unaware that 
Grand Moff Tarkin is planning to test his Death Star on 
the planet. Dun dun duuun! Now in their nineteenth 
year of making stuff up on the spot, MissImp are the 
East Midlands improv group that are bringing you 
their entirely improvised show, packed with songs 
and choreography made up there and then as you, the 
audience, decide what happens next. Sounds like chaos 
may ensue, but what’s life if you don’t live it on the edge 
of the universe? £8/£10
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What’s on in Nottingham? 
THURSDAY 1 JUNE 
 
🎂 Castle Rock Brewery’s 
40th Birthday Bash 
Castle Rock Brewery  
£10 - £20, 5pm  
 
👪  Half Term Holiday 
Flowery Fun 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
Free, 10am - 4pm  
 
♫ Funk & Soul Vinyl Night 
The Lion at Basford  
8pm  
 
♫ 34/45 
Malt Cross  
Free, 7pm - 10pm  
 
♫ Shapes. 0091 - Secret 
Headliner 
Market Bar  
£5 - £6, 10pm  
 
👣  Kevin and Karen  
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£27.50 - £41.50  
 
🎥  Wonder Woman  
Savoy Cinema  
£4.75 - £6.50, 8pm  
 
👪  Family Conservation 
Fun: Summer  
Mini-beast Safari 
Sherwood Forest  
Country Park  
10am - 12pm  
 
👪  Adoption Open Day 
Beeston Youth and 
Community Centre  
1pm - 8pm  
 
🏫 Andy Seed  
Bingham Library  
2pm - 3pm  

FRIDAY 2 JUNE 
 
👣  55+ Dance Courses 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£48, 10am - 2pm  
 
🎭 55+ Drama Course 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
1pm - 3pm  
 
♫ Ajay Henry Band 
Baresca  
Free, 8pm  
 
♫ Alex Paterson of the Orb 
The I Club  
£10, 10pm  
 
♫ Carl Barat and  
The Jackals 
Rescue Rooms  
£12, 6pm  
 
🎨 #NTUDEGREESHOW: 
Industry Launch Event 
City Campus, Nottingham 
Trent University  
Free, 3pm - 6pm  
 
♫ The Money 
The Southbank Bar - 
Nottingham City  
10pm  
 
🎨 Crafternoon 
Debbie Bryan  
£33 - £35, 1pm - 8pm  
 
♫ The Feelgood Band 
The Doghouse  
£6, 7pm - 11:45pm  
 
👪  Wheee! Festival:  
Suites Curieuses 
Djanogly Theatre  
£8, 11am - 3pm  
 

FRIDAY 2 JUNE  
 
♫ Pesky Alligators 
The Lion at Basford  
9pm  
 
📖  Babbicam- Rod Madocks 
Book Launch  
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
7pm  
 
📖  Inspiration  
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
7pm  
 
♫ Labour Party Benefit: 
Stanley Accrington 
+ Salmaguni + 
The Corndodgers + 
Nottingham Clarion Choir 
The Maze  
£5, 7pm  
 
😂  Stephen Bailey:  
Nation’s Sweetheart  
Nottingham Playhouse  
£9 - £11, 8pm  
 
♫ Bassline Special 
Stealth  
£4.40 - £5.50, 10pm  
 
🏫 Community Learning: 
Mental Health, Managing 
Anxiety and Depression 
Stapleford Library  
9am  
 
🎨 Knit and Natter 
Hucknall Library  
Free, 10am - 12pm  
 
🏫 Nefarious Notts: The 
English Revolution 
Nottinghamshire Archives  
£5, 2pm - 4pm  
 
 
 

SATURDAY 3 JUNE 
 
😂  Dr Sketchy’s 
Nottingham 
Canal House  
£7, 12pm - 4pm  
 
📣  I Have Seen the Future: 
Black History Collective 
New Art Exchange  
Free, 2pm - 4pm  
 
♫ Talisman 
The Greyhound, Beeston  
Free, 9pm - 2am  
 
📖  16 Weeks to Draft Your 
Novel with Deborah Bailey 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
£140 - £210, 9am - 12pm  
 
♫ Ronika  
The Bodega  
£7, 7pm  
 
♫ Glass Onion  
Thrumpton Hall  
£7.50 - £7.50, 7pm - 11pm  
 
👪  Open Day 
Tiger Boe  
Free, 12pm - 3pm  
 
♫ Remko Scha’s  
The Machines  
Nottingham Contemporary  
Free, 7pm  
 
♫ Mama Don’t Allow 
The Lion at Basford  
9pm 
 
🎭 Every Brilliant Thing  
Nottingham Playhouse  
£10 - £12, 7pm  
 
🍴 Bring Us Food 
LeftLion Office  
£10 minimum spend

SATURDAY 3 JUNE
 
😂  Saturday Night Comedy  
Jongleurs Comedy Club 
£16 - £23, 7pm  
 
🎨 Ancident Craft: 
Embroidered Medieval 
Beasties 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
£40 - £50, 10am - 4pm  
 
♫ Dragster + TV Smith + 
Kiss My Acid + Minatore 
The Maze  
£7, 7pm  
 
♫ Silent Disco  
Motorpoint Arena 
£8 - £10, 2pm - 9pm  
 
♫ Remko Scha’s 
 The Machines 
Nottingham Contemporary  
Free, 7pm - 9pm  
 
♫ Marika Hackman  
Rough Trade Nottingham  
£10.99 - £29.99, 4pm - 6pm  
 
🏫 Lifestyle Learning - 
Family History 
Nottinghamshire Archives  
£68, 10am - 4pm  
 
💪  GO TRI aquathlon 
Colwick Country Park  
£18, 1pm - 3pm  
 
👪  Nightjar Walk 
Sherwood Forest  
Country Park  
9pm - 11pm  
 
🎪 Festival of Perpetual 
and Persistent Doom 
The Gates of Hell 
£10 
 

SUNDAY 4 JUNE 
 
👣  Kathak Dance Class 
New Art Exchange  
£6 - £7, 10am - 12pm  
 
🎲 Poker Night  
The Grosvenor  
£5, 8pm - 10pm  
 
🎥  Peppa Pig (U) 
Bonington Cinema Arnold  
£4.50 - £5.50, 2pm - 4pm  
 
🎥  Moonlight (15) 
Bonington Cinema Arnold  
£4.50 - £5.50, 7pm - 10pm  
 
♫ Acoustic Sundays 
The Berliner  
Free, 5pm - 10pm  
 
🎥  British Museum 
Presents: Hokusai 
Broadway Cinema  
£4.50 - £8.40, 6pm  
 
👪  Wheee! Festival: One 
Little Word 
Djanogly Theatre  
£7, 1pm - 3pm  
 
♫ Irish Trad Session 
Malt Cross  
4pm - 7pm  
 
📖  Sue Smith 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
£10  
 
♫ Howlin Bones + Hanzo 
+ The DC Spectres + Kitty 
& The Cadillacs 
The Maze  
Free, 7pm  
 
 
 
 

WIN £50 
Rough Trade OR Broadway voucher 

Paige Lloyd

Georgia Harvey

Jack Green

Sarah Watts

 @LeftLion / @leftlionmagazine#NTUDEGREESHOW

We’ve teamed up with the NTU Degree Show to offer you £50 in Rough Trade or 
Broadway vouchers. All you have to do is check out the massive exhibition
(3-10 June), and when you see something you like, snap it and tag it. 

Simply take a picture of your favourite piece and post it on social media, including 
#NTUDEGREESHOW and @LeftLion (Twitter), or @leftlionmagazine (Instagram).

Alisha Abel

Elizabeth Chapman



 
 SUNDAY 4 JUNE  

  
TUESDAY 6 JUNE 

 
THURSDAY 8 JUNE  

 
SATURDAY 10 JUNE  SUNDAY 11 JUNE  

 
TUESDAY 13 JUNE

For more events, check out leftlion.co.uk/listings

👪  Family Paint and Skate 
Motorpoint Arena  
£2.50 - £8.50, 2pm - 5pm  
 
♫ Nottingham  
Clarion Choir 
Sherwood Methodist Church  
Free, 7pm - 9pm  
 
😂  The All-Star Stand-Up 
Tour 2017  
Nottingham Playhouse  
£23 - £23, 7pm  
 
📖 Billy Bragg - Roots, 
Radicals and Rockers:  
Book Q&A + Signing  
Rough Trade Nottingham  
£20, 3pm - 5pm  
 
💪  Nottingham Race for 
Life: 5k and 10k 
Victoria Embankment  
9am  
 
👪  Family Conservation 
Fun: Tracks, Trails & Signs 
Sherwood Forest  
Country Park  
10am - 12pm  
 
👪  Autokarna 
Wollaton Hall 
10am - 5pm 
 
♫ Harworth Colliery  
Brass Band 
Rufford Country Park  
2pm - 4pm  
 
👪  Poo Sticks 
Trent Bridge 
2pm 
 
MONDAY 5 JUNE 
 
🎥  Teenagers + Space 
Invaders 
Broadway Cafe Bar  
£25 - £35, 7pm  
 
🎭 Anastacia 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£37.50, 7pm  
 
♫ Minus The Bear +  
Joan Of Ark  
The Bodega  
£16, 7pm  
 
📖 Sue Smith 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
£10  
 
📖 Frank McMahon 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
£25, 7pm  
 
👪  Booze and Board Games 
The Maze  
Free, 7pm  
 
🎥  Interlude In Prague  
Savoy Cinema  
£6 - £7.95, 8pm  
 
🏫 Independent Workspace 
– Business Management 
help on hand 
THINK Creative Space: 
Cobden Chambers  
£11.21 - £16.52, 9am - 5pm  
 
🏫 Community Learning: 
Story Fun  
Bingham Library  
9am  
 
🏫 Community Learning: 
Mindful Art  
The West Bridgford  
Library Gallery  
9am  
 

📣  Singing the Lord’s Song 
in a Strange Land 
Djanogly Theatre  
Free, 1pm - 2pm  
 
🎥  Spaceship + 
Introduction 
Broadway Cinema  
£4.50 - £8.40, 8:45pm  
 
📷  Henry Normal:  
Photos With My Son 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
£5 - £10, 7pm - 8pm  
 
🎨  Patricia Lane and 
Johnny Paramor Exhibition 
Focus Gallery  
Free, 10am - 4pm  
 
♫ Vocab + Plates  
Presents: ‘Flow’ 
Malt Cross  
£8, 7pm - 11pm  
 
📖 Inkspiration  
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
7pm  
 
📖 Salman Rushdie  
Book Signing 
Waterstones  
5pm - 7pm  
 
♫ Kimberly Jam 2017  
Cricketers Rest  
Free  
 
♫ Ulrika Spacek  
Rough Trade Nottingham  
£10.99 - £19.99, 7pm - 9pm  
 
 
 
WEDNESDAY 7 JUNE 
 
🎥  Beginning 
Screenwriting 
Broadway Cafe Bar  
£100 - £130, 6pm  
 
🎨  Art Group for Adults 
with Learning Difficulties  
Lakeside Arts Centre  
£50  
 
🎥  Invasion of the  
Body Snatchers  
The Space, Nottingham 
Contemporary  
£5, 6pm  
 
🎥  Doug Millard + Life 
Broadway Cinema  
£4 - £5, 5pm  
 
♫ Joseph Tawadros (Oud) 
Djanogly Theatre  
£10 - £14.50, 7pm  
 
📣  Colour In The Medieval 
World: Identity, Economy 
and Society, C.AD 600-1450 
Djanogly Theatre  
Free, 1pm  
 
📖 Writing Comedy for TV, 
Film and Radio with  
Henry Normal 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
£3 - £5  
 
👣  Royal Ballet: The Dream  
+ Symphonic Variati  
Savoy Cinema  
£11 - £13.50, 7:15pm  
 
🏫 Innovation Uncovered: 
Mobile App Development 
Nottingham Contemporary  
10am - 5pm  
 
🙌 Bath Time 
Your gaff  
After work 

🎥  Talk Cinema 
Broadway Cafe Bar  
£40 - £60, 7pm - 9pm  
 
📣  Black History Heritage: 
Nottingham Black 
Archives 
New Art Exchange  
Free, 6pm - 7:45pm  
 
♫ Garry Tallent Band 
The Glee Club  
£18, 7pm  
 
♫ Dominic Galea  
London Quintet 
Bonington Theatre  
£5 - £12, 8pm - 10pm  
 
😂  Gorilla Burger: 
Improvised Comedy 
Carnage 
Malt Cross  
£3 - £5, 7pm - 10pm  
 
🎥  La Triviata 
Broadway Cinema  
£12 - £14, 6pm  
 
♫ Dominic Galea  
London Quintet 
Bonington Theatre  
£5 - £12, 8pm  
 
 
🏫 Legal Advice Centre 
Breakfast Seminar -  
Data Protection 
City Campus, Nottingham 
Trent University  
8am - 10am  
 
 
 
FRIDAY 9 JUNE 
 
👣  55+ Dance Courses 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£48, 10am - 2pm  
 
🎭 55+ Drama Course 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
1pm - 3pm  
 
♫ 30th Anniversary 
Presentation of  
‘George Best’  
Rock City  
£20, 6pm  
 
♫ Detonate Festival 2017 
Colwick Country Park  
£40 - £85, 11am  
 
♫ Ben Ottewell  
The Bodega  
£15, 7pm  
 
🎤  Attila the Stockbroker 
The Doghouse  
£8.80, 7pm - 11:45pm  
 
🍺 Gin Tasting In  
The Caves 
Malt Cross  
£25, 7pm - 8pm  
 
♫ GNOD + Mai Mai Mai + 
Bismuth 
The Maze  
£7, 8pm  
 
♫ Take That: Wonderland 
Live From The O2  
Savoy Cinema  
£11 - £13.50, 8pm  
 
♫ Fairlight: Detlef, Latumn 
and Mason Maynard 
Stealth  
£6.60 - £11, 10pm  
 
 

📣  Help and Healing on 
the Spiritual Path through 
the Teaching of Bruno 
Groening 
The Nottingham Mechanics,  
Free, 1pm - 2:45pm  
 
♫ Green Haze 
The Greyhound, Beeston 
Free, 9pm - 2am  
 
👪  Big Fish Little Fish 
Family Rave 
The Glee Club  
Free - £8, 1pm - 4pm  
 
♫ Blow the Dust off your 
Instrument Orchestral 
Playing Day 
The Albert Hall  
£10 - £38, 9:45am - 6pm  
 
📖  16 Weeks to Draft your 
Novel with Deborah Bailey 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
£140 - £210, 9am - 12pm  
 
♫ DJ Set from Wrighty 
(Soul Buggin) 
Baresca  
Free, 8pm  
 
♫ Tony Farrell Big Band 
Bonington Theatre  
£5 - £12, 7pm - 10pm  
 
♫  Stacey McMullen:  
I Wish EP Launch 
Nottingham Contemporary  
Free, 8pm  
 
🎥  Peter Pan 
Broadway Cinema  
£5 - £10, 1pm  
 
🏫 Lace Bracelet with 
Suzanne Plamping 
Focus Gallery  
£35, 10am - 1pm  
 
😂  Jongleurs Saturday 
Night Comedy  
Jongleurs Comedy Club 
£16 - £23, 7pm  
 
♫ Shinkicker 
The Lion at Basford  
9pm  
 
🎨  Screenprinting with 
Karoline Rerrie 
Malt Cross  
£45, 11am - 5pm  
 
📖 Anne Goodwin book 
launch: Underneath 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
 
🍷 World Gin Day  
The Fox & Crown  
The Swan in the Rushes  
The Lincolnshire Poacher  
Vat and Fiddle  
Canal House  
The Stratford Haven  
 
♫ Punk It Up! Anarchy! 
Film Screening  
Rough Trade Nottingham  
Free, 5pm - 11:45pm  
 
🎥  National Theatre Live: 
Peter Pan  
Savoy Cinema  
£9 - £11, 2:15pm  
 
♫ Chaos In The CBD 
Stealth  
10pm  
 
🍺 Drown Your Sorrows 
All pubs  
From midday 
 
 

🎭 Poker Night  
The Grosvenor  
£5, 8pm - 10pm  
 
🏬  Primary Gardens 
Market 
Primary  
Free  
 
🎥  Paragraph 175 
Broadway Cinema  
£4.50 - £8.40, 3:45pm  
 
🎥  Whitney: Can I Be Me + 
Live By Satellite Event 
Broadway Cinema  
£4.50 - £8.40, 6:15pm  
 
📖 Sue Smith 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
£10  
 
📖 Urban Writing Retreat 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
10am - 4pm  
 
♫ Thea Gilmore 
Nottingham Contemporary  
£18, 7pm  
 
♫ Nottingham  
Clarion Choir 
Sherwood Methodist Church  
Free, 7pm - 9pm  
 
♫ The Lincolnshire 
Poacher Is 28! 
The Lincolnshire Poacher  
Free, 6pm - 11pm  
 
🍷 Gin Tasting Day  
The Golden Eagle  
£25  
 
🎥  Royal Ballet Season:  
The Dream +  
Symphonic Variati  
Savoy Cinema  
£11 - £13.50, 2pm - 3pm  
 
 
MONDAY 12 JUNE 
 
🎥  Teenagers +  
Space Invaders 
Broadway Cafe Bar  
£25 - £35, 7pm  
 
♫ Joe Purdy 
Rescue Rooms  
£7.50, 6pm  
 
🎭 Ghost Lights 
Nottingham Arts Theatre  
£10, 7pm  
 
📖 Monday Fiction Group 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
1:45pm  
 
😂  Funhouse Comedy Club 
“Should I Stay or Should I 
Go?” Gong Show 
The Maze  
£4.40, 7:45pm  
 
🏫 Independent Workspace: 
Finance and Business 
Management 
THINK Creative Space: 
Cobden Chambers  
£11.21 - £16.52, 9am - 5pm  
 
🎷 Sax Ed 
The Yellow Submarine  
£50, 6pm 

😼 Taxidermy 
White Post Farm  
£3.50, 1pm 
 
🙌 Free Tattoos by  
Will Robinson 
INFL offices 
Free, 6pm

♫ Homesick 
Rescue Rooms  
£5, 6pm  
 
🎭 Echoes & I Imagine 
Djanogly Theatre  
£9 - £15, 7pm  
 
📖 Nottingham Does 
Comics 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
7pm  
 
💻  Hackspace 2.5 Work 
Nottingham Hackspace  
7pm  
 
📣  The Study Sessions:  
The Politics of Opacity 
Nottingham Contemporary  
Free, 6pm - 8pm  
 
🎥  Exhibition On Screen: 
Michelangelo Love  
And Death  
Savoy Cinema  
£9 - £11, 6pm  
 
♫ Six Organs of 
Admittance 
The Bodega  
£8, 7pm  
 
WEDNESDAY 14 JUNE 
 
📖 55+ Reader’s Group  
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£60, 11am - 12pm  
 
👣  55+ Dance 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£60, 11am - 12pm  
 
🎨  55+ Mixed Media Art 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£60, 1pm - 3pm  
 
🔧 55+ Creative Writing  
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£60, 1pm - 3pm  
 
🎥  Beginning 
Screenwriting 
Broadway Cafe Bar  
£100 - £130, 6pm  
 
♫ Chastity Brown 
The Bodega  
£12, 7pm  
 
📖 Book Launch: “Belief” 
by Chris Parker 
Five Leaves Bookshop  
Free, 7pm - 9pm  
 
🏫 Jewellery School 
Focus Gallery  
£140, 10am - 12pm  
 
😂  Comedy Tour Show: 
Limmy (14+) 
The Glee Club  
£13 - £16, 6:45pm  
 
♫ Jamie Smith’s Mabon 
Djanogly Theatre  
£14.50 - £16.50, 7pm  
 
♫ Nashville In Concert  
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£32.50 - £55  
 
📖  Beeston Tales presents 
Cath Little 
The White Lion 
£5/£6, 7.30pm  
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THURSDAY 15 JUNE 
 
♫ House of Pain 25th 
Anniversary Tour 
Rock City  
£18, 6pm - 10pm  
 
♫ The Hempolics  
The Bodega  
£8, 7pm  
 
♫ Plot your Novel in an 
Hour with Deborah Bailey 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
£3 - £5, 7pm  
 
♫ Retro Computing Night 
Nottingham Hackspace  
7pm  
 
♫ Viva Belgrado (Spain), 
Cheap Jazz & Hudson 
Super Six  
JT Soar  
£5.50, 7pm - 11pm  
 
♫ Hellraiser  
Savoy Cinema  
£4.75 - £6.50, 8:15pm  
 
♫ Nottingham Co-Housing 
THINK Creative Space: 
Cobden Chambers  
Free, 6pm - 8pm  
 
 
FRIDAY 16 JUNE 
 
♫ 55+ Dance Courses 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£48, 10am - 2pm  
 
♫ 55+ Drama Course 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
1pm - 3pm  
 
♫ Jo Hudson and the  
Jazz Deviants 
Baresca  
Free, 8pm  
 
♫ DJ Set from Vinyl Floor 
Specialists 
Baresca  
Free, 8pm  
 
♫ Zuby  
The Bodega  
£8.50, 7pm  
 
♫ Sham 69:  
Pursey + Parsons + 
Treganna + Guy 
Rescue Rooms  
£19.50, 6pm  

FRIDAY 16 JUNE 
 
♫ Dispossession... + Q&A 
Broadway Cinema  
£4.50 - £8.40, 6pm  
 
♫ Curves and Contours 
with Laura Baxter 
The Harley Gallery  
£90, 10am - 4pm  
 
♫ Between The Two  
Nottingham Playhouse  
£10 - £11, 8pm  
 
♫ Pile  
Rough Trade Nottingham  
Free, 5pm - 6pm 
 

SATURDAY 17 JUNE 
 
♫ Smoking Gun 
The Greyhound, Beeston  
Free, 9pm - 2am  
 
♫ In Isolation + You Want 
Fox + Zadkiel 
The Chameleon Cafe Bar  
£6 - £6, 8pm - 1am  
 
♫ 16 Weeks to Draft Your 
Novel with Deborah Bailey 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
£140 - £210, 9am - 12pm  
 
♫ DJ Set from Ossie 
(Gallery Sounds) 
Baresca  
Free, 8pm  
 
♫ Goldray  
The Bodega  
£8, 7pm  
 
♫ Voivod  
The Doghouse  
£16.50, 7pm - 11:45pm  
 
♫ Ceramic Buttons and 
Brooches workshop 
Focus Gallery  
£40, 10am - 1pm  
 
♫ Plate Making with 
Sarah Burton 
Focus Gallery  
£40, 2pm - 4pm  
 
♫ Saturday Night Comedy  
Jongleurs Comedy Club  
£16 - £23, 7pm  
 
♫ Biggest Game of Bogies  
Market Square  
Free, 11am 
 

SATURDAY 17 JUNE 
 
♫ Lady Bay Vintage & 
MidCentury Antiques Fair 
Nottingham Rugby and 
Sports Club  
£1.50, 11am - 4:15pm  
 
♫ Help The Museum 
Curate Its Coins: 
Introduction Session - 
Medieval Coins 
University of Nottingham  
£5, 11am - 4pm  
 
♫ Wonder: Raiders Of The 
Lost Park 
Highfields Park  
Free, 12pm - 4pm  
 
♫ Wonder: Create a Mini 
Sculpture Park 
Highfields Park  
Free, 11am - 5pm  
 
♫ Refugee Week 2017 
Nottingham Contemporary  
Free  
 
♫ Mark Rae (DJ Set)  
Rough Trade Nottingham  
Free, 7pm - 11:45pm  
 
 
SUNDAY 18 JUNE 
 
♫ Bob Dee with Pedro + 
Support 
The Greyhound, Beeston  
Free, 6pm - 11pm  
 
♫ Word Jam 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
4pm - 6pm  
 
♫ The Nottingham Jazz 
Orchestra presents 
Summertime Jazz 
The Federation Centre and 
Ukrainian Centre  
£8, 7:15pm  
 
♫ Nottingham  
Clarion Choir 
Sherwood Methodist 
Church  
Free, 7pm - 9pm  
 
♫ Father’s Day  
The Embankment 
The Bread And Bitter  
Vat and Fiddle  
The Fox & Crown  
The Swan & Rushes  
The Poppy and Pint  
 
 

MONDAY 19 JUNE 
 
♫ Teenagers + Space 
Invaders 
Broadway Cafe Bar  
£25 - £35, 7pm  
 
♫ The Red Paintings  
The Bodega  
£10, 7pm  
 
♫ Michelangelo: Love and 
Death 
Broadway Cinema  
£4.50 - £8.40, 6pm  
 
♫ Sue Smith 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
£10  
 
 ♫ In Flux  
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
Free  
 
♫ Italia Liv: Die 
Entfuhrung Aus Dem 
Serail  
Savoy Cinema  
£9 - £11, 7pm  
 
♫ Independent 
Workspace: Contracts, 
Employment, and Business 
Management 
THINK Creative Space: 
Cobden Chambers  
£11.21 - £16.52, 9am - 5pm  
 
♫ Torrside Cask is  
Craft Takeover 
The Barrel Drop  
Free, 12pm - 11pm  
 
 
 
TUESDAY 20 JUNE 
 
♫ Cancer Bats: Bat 
Sabbath 
Rescue Rooms  
£12.50, 6pm  
 
♫ Rammel Club: 
BRB>Voicecoil + Ali 
Robertson + Spoils  
+ Relics 
The Chameleon Cafe Bar  
£5, 8pm - 11pm  
 
♫ Vertical present 
Dry&Bitter Kirkstall 
Galway Bay &  
Brighton Bier 
The Junkyard  
Free, 6pm - 11pm  
 

WEDNESDAY 21 JUNE 
 
♫ Richie Muir 
The Southbank Bar - 
Nottingham City  
Free, 9pm  
 
♫ 1970s Hollywood 
Broadway Cinema  
£50 - £70, 2pm  
 
♫ Beginning 
Screenwriting 
Broadway Cafe Bar  
£100 - £130, 6pm  
 
♫ Pottery Evening Classes 
with Linda Southwell 
The Harley Gallery  
£150, 7pm  
 
♫ Lake Enders - Art Group 
for Adults with Learning 
Difficulties  
Lakeside Arts Centre  
£50  
 
♫ Alphaville (1965) - The 
Screen at Contemporary: 
Strange Days 
The Space, Nottingham 
Contemporary  
£5, 6pm  
 
♫ Ceramics with 
Upsydaisy Craft 
Malt Cross  
£30, 7pm - 9pm  
 
♫ Swinging at the  
Cotton Club  
Nottingham Playhouse  
£16 - £20, 7pm  
 
♫ North Brewing Co. Tap 
Takeover 
The Junkyard  
Free, 6pm - 11pm  
 
 
THURSDAY 22 JUNE 
 
♫ After Spring  
New Art Exchange  
Free, 6pm - 9pm  
 
♫ Pet Shop Boys 
Motorpoint Arena  
£40 - £65, 6pm  
 
♫ Manifesto Events 
presents Darlingside 
The Maze  
£16, 8pm  
 
 
 

THURSDAY 22 JUNE 
 
♫ Erin Rae and The 
Meanwhiles (USA) 
The Poppy and Pint  
£13, 7pm  
 
♫ Sue Smith 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
£10  
 
♫ Ladies Only  
Networking Event 
Malt Cross  
Free, 6pm  
 
♫ Ian C. Douglas Book 
Launch: The Particle Beast 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
7pm  
 
♫ After Spring 
New Art Exchange  
Free, 6pm - 9pm  
 
♫ How to Eat Well with 
Joe Wicks, Jessica Sepel, 
Sarah Wilson and Dr. 
Rachel Carlton Abrams 
Waterstones  
£7, 7pm  
 
♫ Ballet Black: Trip Bill 
Featuring Red Riding Hood  
Nottingham Playhouse  
£12 - £18, 7:45pm  
 
♫ Count Arthur Strong  
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£21.50  
 
♫ National Theatre  
Live: Salome  
Savoy Cinema  
£11 - £13.50, 7pm  
 
♫ NTU’s Supplier  
Forum and Supplier 
Recognition 2017 
The Newton Building, 
Nottingham Trent 
University  
12pm - 4pm  
 
♫ Verdant Tap takeover 
The Junkyard  
Free, 6pm - 11pm  
 
♫ Send Your Nan to Space 
East Midlands Airport  
5pm take off 
 
♫ Margaret’s Birthday 
Bulwell Village Hall  
2pm - 4pm (bring cake) 
 

Once a year, Wollaton Hall opens its doors so you lot can enjoy a whole heap of 
music. This year, festival puppet masters have booked Brit-Award winners, the 
Kaiser Chiefs, noughties pop icons Busted, and the incredible Grammy-award 
winner, Billy Ocean. Not only that, they’re giving you the chance to win two  
free tickets to the festival. To be in with a shot, all you’ve gorra do is answer  
this question: 
 
Which Splendour performer had a number-one hit with the song Crashed the 
Wedding? Worrit: A) Busted B) Kaiser Chiefs C) Tony Hadley  
 
Send us your answer in an email, along with your name, address, email and phone 
number to win@leftlion.co.uk by Monday 26 June. 
 
Splendour Festival, Saturday 22 July, Wollaton Park, standard tickets £46, under-
elevens go free.

splendourfestival.com

Nottingham’s plethora of independent businesses are thriving. From concept coffee 
shops to vintage clothes stores, barbers to doughnut shops, tattoo parlours to 
jewellers; there’s no end of people adding summat special to our high street. And 
though we don’t say it enough, we’re well proud of ‘em for it.  
 
It’s In Nottingham are championing the best of Hoodtown’s independents by raising 
the flag in an explosion of events, for one day and one day only. Expect outdoor 
stages, food tasting, arty workshops, treasure hunts, and no end of fun stuff to be 
getting on with. But that’s not till later. 
 
In the meantime, keep your ears to the ground cos there’s all sorts set to kick off 
in the runup to the big day. Plus, you’ll be asked to vote for Nottingham’s best 
independent business when the time comes. Stay tuned, kids.  
 
Nottingham Independents Festival takes place in the city centre on Saturday 8 July.

 
itsinnottingham.com 

 

  SPLENDOUR FESTIVAL 
NOTTINGHAM 
INDEPENDENTS 
FESTIVAL



leftlion.co.uk/issue90  37

 
FRIDAY 23 JUNE 
♫ Black Rose:  
Thin Lizzy Tribute 
The Greyhound, Beeston  
Free, 9pm - 2am  
 
♫ 55+ Song Writing 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£34  
 
👣  55+ Dance Courses 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£48, 10am - 2pm  
 
🎭 55+ Drama Course 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
1pm - 3pm  
 
♫ Rikki Thomas-Martinez 
(Mas y Mas) 
Baresca  
Free, 8pm  
 
👣  Fiesta Latina 
Revolucion de Cuba  
 
♫ Sunshine Anderson 
Rock City  
£25, 6pm  
 
💃Alternative Roller Disco  
Skateland Community  
£4 - £8, 5pm  
 
♫ The Southmartins - 
Tribute to The Beautiful 
South and The 
Housemartins 
Rescue Rooms  
£12, 6pm  
 
🍴  Gin Tasting In  
The Caves 
Malt Cross  
£25, 8pm  
 
♫ Jimi Mack EP Launch  
Rough Trade Nottingham  
Free, 7pm - 11:45pm  
 
🍴  Wylam Brewery Tasting 
The Herbert Kilpin  
5pm - 10pm  
 
 
SATURDAY 24 JUNE 
 
🎥  Zarafa  
New Art Exchange  
Free, 11am - 12pm  
 
👪 Salmagundi 
New Art Exchange  
Free, 7pm - 11pm  
 
♫ Faith No Man 
The Greyhound, Beeston  
Free, 9pm - 2am  
 
♫ Witchcraft  
The Trent Navigation Inn   
 
♫ One Way or Another  
Saltbox Bar  
£5, 6pm  
 
🎭 Millions of Voices: The 
Improvised Star Wars Show 
Nottingham Playhouse  
£8 - £10, 7:45pm - 9pm  
 
♫ Taco Hell  
The Bodega  
£5.50, 6pm 
 
😂  Comedy Summerslam  
Nottingham Playhouse  
£13 - £18, 8pm 
 
😼 Catting 
Victoria Embankment 
Free, 10.30pm 

SATURDAY 24 JUNE 
 
📖 Lowdham Book Festival 
Lowdham Village Hall  
Free, 10am - 5pm  
 
🏫  Cuttlefish Casting with 
Lauren Bell Brown 
Focus Gallery  
£80, 10am - 4pm  
 
😂  Liam Withnail +  
Ignacio Lopez + Big Lou + 
Jarlath Regan 
Jongleurs Comedy Club  
£16 - £23, 7pm  
 
♫ Summer Charity Concert 
Southwell Minster  
7pm - 9pm  
 
♫ Sampling with  
Plates Records 
Malt Cross  
£10, 11am - 1pm  
 
👪 The Lord Mayors Parade  
Nottingham Castle  
Free, 10am - 5pm  
 
♫ Nottingham 
Philharmonic Orchestra 
and Mezzo-Soprano Soloist 
Helen Sherman 
Southwell Minster 
 
👪 Milkshake! Live  
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£15  
 
🍴  Sisters of Sound 
The Bodega  
10pm  
 
🍺 Black Iris Brewery 
Takeover 
Black Iris Brewery  
Free, 12pm - 11pm  
 
SUNDAY 25 JUNE 
 
🎭 Poker Night  
The Grosvenor  
£5, 8pm - 10pm  
 
🎭 The Gilded Merkin 
The Glee Club  
£15, 6pm - 11pm  
 
♫ John Hardy 
The Johnson Arms  
Free, 8pm  
 
🎭 Lace Market Youth 
Theatre Showcase 2017 
Lace Market Theatre  
Free, 7pm  
 
♫ Jazz Jam 
Malt Cross  
Free, 6pm - 9pm  
 
♫ Nottingham  
Clarion Choir 
Sherwood Methodist Church  
Free, 7pm - 9pm  
 
👣  Marcia Jones’  
School of Dance  
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£11 - £16  
 
♫ The Tangents  
Rough Trade Nottingham  
Free, 7pm - 10pm  
 
♫ Elbow 
Sherwood Pines  
£46.15, 7.30pm  
 
👾  Mushroom Picking 
Sherwood Pines  
Free, after dark 
 

MONDAY 26 JUNE 
 
♫ Annie Keating +  
Gallery 47 
The Maze  
£10, 7pm  
 
📖 Monday Fiction Group  
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
1:45pm - 4pm  
 
♫ Dropkick Murphys 
Rock City  
£23.50  
 
🏫  Independent Workspace: 
Social Media and Business 
Management 
THINK Creative Space: 
Cobden Chambers  
£11.21 - £16.52, 9am - 5pm  
 
 
 
TUESDAY 27 JUNE 
 
♫ Cage The Elephant 
Rock City  
£20, 7pm  
 
🎭 The Party’s Over 
Djanogly Theatre  
£8 - £12, 7pm  
 
💻  Hackspace 2.5 Work 
Nottingham Hackspace  
7pm  
 
🏫  The Study Sessions: The 
Politics of Opacity 3 
Nottingham Contemporary  
Free, 6pm - 8pm  
 
♫ Dylan Jakobsen 
The Maze  
£10, 7pm  
 
WEDNESDAY 28 JUNE 
 
🎥  Beginning  
Screenwriting 
Broadway Cafe Bar  
£100 - £130, 6pm  
 
🎨 Pottery Evening Classes 
with Linda Southwell 
The Harley Gallery  
£150, 7pm  
 
🎨 Lake Enders: Art Group 
for Adults with Learning 
Difficulties  
Lakeside Arts Centre  
£50  
 
♫ Blue Oyster Cult:  
45th Anniversary Tour 
Rock City  
£27.50, 7pm  
 
🎥  The Man Who Fell to 
Earth (1976) 
The Space, Nottingham 
Contemporary  
£5, 6pm  
 
🎭 SMASH Night: 
Improvised Comedy 
Theatre  
The Angel Microbrewery  
£3 - £5, 7pm - 10pm  
 
👪 Stitch & Bitch 
Malt Cross  
Free, 4pm  
 
♫ The Drivetime Concert  
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£7.50  
 
🎥  Royal Opera 2016-17 
Season Otello  
Savoy Cinema  
£11 - £13.50, 7:15pm  
 

THURSDAY 29 JUNE 
 
🎤  81BC Trio  
Open Mic Night 
The Navigation Inn  
Free  
 
♫ Parkinsons + X-Rays + 
Thee Eviltones 
Rough Trade Nottingham  
£6 - £9.50  
 
📖 Nottingham Black 
Archive Writing Group 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
5pm - 8pm  
 
♫ It Was 50 Years Ago 
Today - A Celebration of 
Sgt Pepper and the 
Summer of Love 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£29.50 - £49.50  
 
🏫  Enabling Innovation: 
Buzz at The Hive 
The Hive  
12pm - 2pm  
 
 
FRIDAY 30 JUNE 
 
♫ Vice Squad 
The Greyhound, Beeston  
Free, 9pm - 2am  
 
♫ ButtonPusher:  
Chiyoda Ku + Kusanagi + 
Codices 
JT Soar  
£5, 7pm - 11pm  
 
♫ Swing Gitan 
Baresca  
Free  
 
👣  Fiesta Latina 
Revolucion de Cuba  
 
♫ Alpha Male Tea Party + 
Body Hound + Pfaff 
JT Soar  
£5, 7pm - 11pm  
 
♫ The SoapGirls + Analog 
Bombs + Puppet Paranoia 
The Doghouse  
£6.60, 7pm  
 
♫ The Tangents + The 
Harringtons + Super 
Furniture 
The Maze  
£5, 7pm  
 
🎤  Poet In Da Corner 
Nottingham Playhouse  
£12 - £14, 8pm  
 
♫ Jesse Malin  
The Bodega  
£16.50, 7pm  
 
👾  Flick a Fly Friday 
Your Yard  
Free,  
 
🍺 Pay Day  
Get dahn the pub 
Payment will vary 
 
♫ Summer of Love 
Broad Street 
Free, 10am  
 
🚲 Camel Rides 
Colwick Park 
£460, 12.30pm  
 
🎩 The Great Hat Show 
Nottingham Castle  
£5.68, 5pm  

 
Genre: 
Art

Venue you do stuff at:  
Rough Trade 
 
Your name: 
Amanda Wright 

Who else helps you run the nights?  
My friend and fellow artist Anna Manfield and our DJ, 
Jimi Arundell.

Sum up the events you put on: 
DDS is a monthly chilled art event where illustrators of 
all abilities can come along to drink and draw. We set a 
suggested theme each month for people to go along with, 
or draw whatever they like.

Describe the average punter at your nights: 
We have a great mix of artists coming along each month. 
It’s such a positive, creative atmosphere and a good 
opportunity to meet people to collaborate with. It’s also a 
laugh and the soundtrack is spot on. 

What inspired you to start this night? 
I set it up as I wanted to host a night for creatives who 
didn’t have a creative network around them; those, like 
me, who don’t have a creative full-time job, or maybe work 
freelance alone. I approached Kyle at Rough Trade and he 
was up for letting me do it; we’ve been running monthly 
for about sixteen months now. I illustrate in my spare time 
under the name amandainateacup.

Do you doodle a lot at home? 
We get a great mix of people coming along, everyone 
is welcome and it’s not just for illustrators. It’s so nice 
to see the bar at Rough Trade full of people with their 
sketchbooks out or drawing on giant paper rolls on  
the floor.

What’s the best drawing you’ve seen done at  
your nights?
We have some fantastic art produced each month so it’s 
hard to pick a favourite. We gather in any art that people 
want to submit, and we do a zine periodically with the 
artwork. We also use some of the illustrations on  
our posters.

If you could get a celebrity compere in, who would  
you choose? 
Neil Buchanan from Art Attack would be great.

Tell us a crazy story that’s happened at your events… 
As the night is so chilled, we don't really get that much 
craziness. Although we did get one bloke drunkenly 
chanting while standing on a table once.

Which booze sells best at your events?
The best-selling drinks on the night are the draught IPAs 
and Birdhouse Organic Chai Tea. 

What other events in Nottingham do you love? 
I love a Tuesday night in Notts. Starting with 
Cheeseboard Tuesday at Six Barrels in Hockley, and then 
onto the quiz at The Bodega. Rough Trade is my second 
home and I love the Fan Club night.

What have you got coming up? 
We plan on making the Drink & Draw Social a bit more 
interactive over the summer, so check out our social media 
channels for more information

Drink & Draw Social, Rough Trade, every last Thursday of 
the month, free.

facebook.com/drinkanddrawnottingham

For more events, check out leftlion.co.uk/listings

DRINK & DRAW SOCIAL



NUSIC
BOX

Your new Notts music tip sheet, as compiled 
by Nusic’s Sam Nahirny. 
 
Want more? Check the fortnightly podcasts 
and live sessions in the Nusic website.

 

Bone Cult 

Every so often, something completely stops you in your 
tracks. It could be that you’re about to do a massive 
sneeze, it could be that you “swore that’s where you 
parked, but the car’s just not bleddy there”, or it could 
be that you’ve just heard something totally bloody 
awesome. In my case, this time, it was the latter, and 
it was the dirty work of Bone Cult; a duo with a unique 
sound as well as aesthetic. Sounding a bit like The 
Prodigy conceived an illegitimate kid with Daft Punk to 
a heavy guitar soundtrack, these guys will entice your 
ears. Proper. And that’s before your eyeballs take on 
the visuals. Just have a look at that picture above. That 
pair are even better when they move. Promise. 

facebook.com/bonecultband
 

 

Chai Larden 

We first discovered Chai (pronounced Kai) when 
Kemet FM’s Jackie P chose her song Neptune to be 
her track of the week. Nusic HQ was immediately 
enticed. Beautiful neo-soul vibes, almost reminiscent 
of a one-woman Floetry. And then there’s that voice: 
powerful, soulful, and sweet to the ears. It’s hard to 
describe Chai without sounding like Mary Berry, but 
she really is something special. We’ve only heard three 
tunes from the songstress, but we listened good, and 
discovered that there’s both a soft, delicate side to 
Chai, and a proper sassy side, too. If it’s musicians like 
this one at the forefront, then the next wave of Notts 
soul really is something exciting.  

facebook.com/chailardenwrites
 
 
Thanks to support from Arts Council England, Nusic 
are making some Advice Guide videos and PDFs that 
provide the info and tips you need to make a living 
doing what you love. Released fortnightly, get them 
downloaded and check ‘em all out.  

nusic.org.uk/advice
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ONGOING STUFF LIKE EXHIBITIONS AND PLAYS AND THAT

What’s on in Nottingham? For more events, check out leftlion.co.uk/listings

MONDAYS
 

 Pub Quiz
Malt Cross
Southbank
The Grosvenor
The Navigation 
 

 Movie Mondays 
Spanky Van Dyke’s 
 

 MOBA Mondays 
[ALT] Gaming Lounge 
 

 Music 
The Bell Inn
Rescue Rooms

 Poker Night 
The Navigation Inn 
The Grosvenor 

 
 Life Drawing 

Malt Cross 
 

TUESDAYS 
 

 Open Mic Night
Filthy’s
Pepper Rocks 
Greyhound, Beeston 
 

 Pub Quiz
The Johnson Arms
Sir John Borlase 
Warren 
 

 Cuban Salsa and 
Rueda Classes 
Bad Juju Tiki Bar 
 

 Music 
Bar Eleven 
Rescue Rooms 
The Navigation Inn 
 

 The Racing Room 
The Dragon 
 

WEDNESDAYS 

 Open Mic Night
JamCafe
Rescue Rooms
The Bell Inn
The Maze 

 Pub Quiz
The Lion at Basford
Rescue Rooms
Golden Fleece
Spanky Van Dyke’s
The Hop Pole 
 

 Open Hack Night 
Nottingham Hackspace 
 

 Music
The Navigation Inn
Southbank City
Rock City 
 

💃Salsa Class 
Bunkers Hill 

THURSDAYS
 

 Open Mic Night
The Navigation Inn 
 

 Pub Quiz
Southbank 
The Grosvenor 
 

 Mindfulness Group
Sobar 
 

 Music 
Rock City
Southbank City
JamCafe
The Navigation Inn 
Rescue Rooms 
The Lion at Basford 
 

 Paint a Pot 
Harley Gallery 
 

FRIDAYS 

 Unplugged 
Showcase
Bunkers Hill 
 

 Bopp 
Red Bar 
 

 Ink Fridays 
Ink
 

 Get Lucky 
Rock City 
 

 Friday Night Live 
Southbank 
 

 The Navigation 
Blues Cooperation 
The Navigation Inn 
 
 
 

SATURDAYS 
 

 Surface Dwellers 
Surface Gallery 
 

 Stealth VS Rescued
Stealth and  
Rescue Rooms 
 

 Music
JamCafe 
Rock City 
Southbank 
 

 Saturday Art Club 
New Art Exchange 
 

🎭 Saturday Sessions 
Nonsuch Theatre 
 

🎭 Comedy 
The Glee Club 
Jongleurs 
 

SUNDAYS 

 Open Mic Night
The Johnson Arms 
 

 Pub Quiz
The Trent  
Navigation Inn 

 Live Jazz
The Bell Inn 
The Lion at Basford 
 

 Acoustic Sessions 
Malt Shovel 
 

 Sunday DJ Sessions 
The Southbank Bar

 Life Drawing
Place Activiy Centre 
 

💃 Kathak Dance 
New Art Exchange

WEEKLY STUFF

 
🎨  Winifred Nicholson: 
Liberation of Colour 
The Djanogly Art Gallery  
Free  
Wed 17 May - Sun 4 June
 
🎨  Open Studios Notts 
Exhibition 
Arnold Library  
Free  
Wed 17 May - Mon 5 June 
 
🎨  Serendipity by  
Matthew Bentley-Walls 
The West Bridgford  
Library Gallery  
Free  
Wed 17 May - Tue 6 June 
 
🎨  First Rain:  
Warli Paintings 
The Harley Gallery  
Free,  10am - 5pm  
Wed 17 May - Sun 11 June 
 
🎨  Keith Piper: Unearthing 
the Banker’s Bones 
New Art Exchange  
Free  
Wed 17 May - Sun 11 June 
 
🔧  Tell Your Own Story 
with Maxine Linnell 
Writing School East 
Midlands  
£96 - £108,  10am - 12pm  
Wed 17 May - Tue 13 June 
 
👪  Community Learning: 
Confidence for Work 
Arnold Library  
Free  
Wed 17 May - Mon 19 June 
 
🔧  Novel Writing Workshop 
with Rod Duncan 
Writing School East 
Midlands  
£128 - £144,  7pm - 9pm  
Wed 17 May - Tue 20 June 
 
🎨  Barn Gallery 
Patchings Art Centre  
Wed 17 May - Sun 25 June 
 
🎨  Pavilion Gallery 
Patchings Art Centre  
Wed 17 May - Sun 25 June 
 
🎭 East is East 
Nottingham Playhouse  
£8 - £32,  7:45pm  
Thu 25 May - Sat 10 June 
 
 
 

 
🎨  National Garden 
Scheme 
Patchings Art Centre  
£3,  10am - 1pm  
Thu 25 May - Sun 25 June 
 
🎭 Pixelheads:  
Devcamp Python 
National Videogame Arcade  
10am - 4pm  
Mon 29 May - Fri 2 June 
 
🎨  Whee! Festival: 
Architects of air 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
£4,  11am  
Mon 29 May - Sun 4 June 
 
🎨  Spray Paint Stories 
New Art Exchange  
Free,  10am - 12pm  
Tue 30 May - Fri 2 June 
 
🎨  Summer Murals 
New Art Exchange  
Free,  2pm - 4pm  
Tue 30 May - Fri 2 June 
 
🔧  Half Term Drop In 
Workshops 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
Free  
Tue 30 May - Fri 2 June 
 
🎭 Little Shop of Horrors 
Bonington Theatre  
£10 - £12,  7pm - 10pm  
Wed 31 May - Sat 3 June 
 
🎨  Nottingham Fine Art 
Open Exhibition 
Nottingham Society  
of Artists  
Free,  10am - 5pm  
Wed 31 May - Sun 4 June 
 
📷  NTU Photography 
Exhibition  
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
8am - 5pm  
Thu 1 Jun - Fri 9 June 
 
🎨  Moral Decisions 
Syson Gallery  
Thu 1 Jun - Sat 1 July 
 
🎨  Call for Applications: 
The Welbeck Winter 
Weekend Art Stalls 
The Harley Gallery  
Thu 1 Jun - Mon 3 July 
 
🎨  Performing Gender 
Backlit  
Wed 17 May - Sun 25 June 
 

 
🎭 Magic Lantern: 
Backstage Tours 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£7.50  
Thu 1 Jun - Sat 8 July 
 
📣 The Study Sessions:  
The Politics of Opacity  
Nottingham Contemporary  
Free  
Thu 1 Jun - Tue 25 July 
 
🎨  Threads of Empire: Rule 
and Resistance in Colonial 
India, c.1740-1840 
Weston Gallery  
Free  
Thu 1 Jun - Sun 20 Aug 
 
🔧  Demystifying the DSLR 
Broadway Cinema  
£75 - £90,  10am - 4am  
Thu 1 Jun - Fri 22 Sep 
 
🎨  Hidden From View:  
The 5th Duke of Portland’s 
Art Collection
The Harley Gallery  
Free,  11am - 4pm  
Thu 1 Jun - Sat 30 Sep 
 
🔧  Business Development 
Antenna Media Centre  
Free  
Thu 1 Jun - Sun 23 Sep 
 
♫ Dj Set from Rich 
Hampson and Timm Sure 
(Coyote) 
Baresca  
Free,  8pm  
Sat 3 Jun - Sun 4 June 
 
🎨  #NTUDEGREESHOW 
City Campus, Nottingham 
Trent University  
Free  
Sat 3 Jun - Sat 10 June 
 
🏫  Community Learning: 
Writing History, Fiction 
and Non-Fiction 
Nottinghamshire Archives  
9am  
Sat 3 Jun - Sat 24 June 
 
🎨  XXI: NUT’s BA 
Photography Degree Show 
Selection 
New Art Exchange  
Free  
Sat 3 Jun - Sun 9 July 
 
 
 

 
🍷 World Gin Day Becomes 
World Gin Week  
The Poppy and Pint  
Free  
Sun 4 Jun - Sat 10 June 
 
🎨  Life Drawing  
The West Bridgford  
Library Gallery  
9am  
Mon 5 Jun - Mon 12 June 
 
🏫  Family Supersonic Car  
Arnold Library  
9am  
Tue 6 Jun - Tue 4 July 
 
😂  Mrs Brown’s Boys 
Motorpoint Arena 
£25.20 - £97.50 ,  7pm  
Thu 8 Jun - Sat 10 June 
 
♫ M¡longa  
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£16 - £24  
Fri 9 Jun - Sat 10 June 
 
🎥  Their Finest (12A) 
Bonington Cinema Arnold  
£4.50 - £5.50,  2pm - 7pm  
Fri 9 Jun - Mon 12 June 
 
👪  Sarah and Duck’s Big 
Top Birthday 
Nottingham Playhouse  
£10 - £10,  3pm  
Sun 11 Jun - Mon 12 June 
 
🎭 Funny Girl  
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£20 - £49.50  
Mon 12 Jun - Sat 17 June 
 
🏫  Grads4Nottm 2017 
City Campus, Nottingham 
Trent University  
Mon 12 Jun - Fri 23 June 
 
🎨  Street Art Festival 2017: 
Call for Submissions 
Surface Gallery  
Tue 13 Jun - Sat 17 June 
 
♫ Shell’s Bells 
Southwell Library  
7pm  
Tue 13 Jun - Sat 15 July 
 
🎭 Coal 
Nottingham Playhouse  
£12 - £18,  8pm  
Mon 19 Jun - Tue 20 June 
 
 

 
🎥  The Sense of an Ending  
Bonington Cinema Arnold  
£4.50 - £5.50 ,  2pm - 7pm  
Wed 14 Jun - Thu 15 June 
 
👪  Family Weekends: 
Sculpting Memories 
Nottingham Contemporary  
Free,  11am - 3pm  
Sat 17 Jun - Sun 18 June 
 
🎨  Elements: Water 
New Art Exchange  
Free  
Sat 17 Jun - Sun 2 July 
 
🎨  Juan delGado: Altered 
Landscapes 
New Art Exchange  
Free  
Sat 17 Jun - Sun 6 Aug 
 
🎭 Ivanov 
Lace Market Theatre  
£8 - £9 ,  7pm  
Mon 19 Jun - Sat 24 June 
 
🍺 Black Iris Tap Takeover 
The Orange Tree  
Free,  3pm - 10pm  
Mon 19 Jun - Sun 25 June 
 
📣 New Institutionalities 
and Public Discussion 
Nottingham Contemporary  
Free ,  6pm - 8pm  
Tue 20 Jun - Thu 20 July 
 
🍺 Annual Beer Festival 
The Golden Eagle  
Free  
Thu 22 Jun - Sun 25 June 
 
🍺 INFL presents Craft 
Beer Festival 
The Trent Navigation Inn  
Free,  5pm  
Fri 23 Jun - Sat 24 June 
 
♫ Nottingham Festival 
Chorus Choral Workshop 
and Performance 
The Albert Hall  
£10 - £30,  9am - 4pm  
Sat 24 Jun - Sun 25 June 
 
👪  Family Weekends:  
With a Trace! 
Nottingham Contemporary  
11am - 3pm  
Sat 24 Jun - Sun 25 June 
 
♫ Gate to Southwell 
Southwell  
£20 - £130  
Thurs 8 - Sun 11 June 

 
🎨  University Summer 
Exhibition 
The Djanogly Art Gallery  
Free,  3pm  
Sat 24 Jun - Sat 8 July 
 
🎨  Harley Open Exhibition  
The Harley Gallery  
Free  
Sat 24 Jun - Sun 20 Aug 
 
🎨  Whale Wails and Waves 
Olivier Marc Thomas 
Leger 
The Harley Gallery  
Sat 24 Jun - Sun 20 Aug 
 
🎭 The Addams Family  
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£18 - £42.50  
Tue 27 Jun - Sat 1 July 
 
🎭 Madd Gala Showcase 
2017  
Nottingham Playhouse  
£18 - £22 ,  7pm  
Fri 30 Jun - Sat 1 July 
 
🏫  Enabling Innovation: 
Negotiation, Selling Skills 
& Exporting 
City Campus, Nottingham 
Trent University  
10am - 5pm  
Fri 30 Jun - Sat 1 July 
 
🎨  Exhausted Academies 
Exhibition 
Nottingham Contemporary  
Free  
Fri 30 Jun - Wed 5 Jul 
 
🍴  World Gin Week  
The Embankment Pub and 
Kitchen  
£4  
Sat 3 Jun - Sat 10 June 
 
📖 LGBTQ Book Festival 
Waterstones  
Free  
Sat 3 Jun - Sun 4 Jun 
 
🎨  Lara Favaretto’s 
Absolutely Nothing and 
Wu Tsang’s Devotional 
Document   
Nottingham Contemporary  
Free  
Sat 20 May - Mon 28 Aug 
 
🌷 Be Nice to Yer Mam 
Nottingham  
Free  
Thu 1 Jun - Fri 30 June
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Art Works
Mary Preston 

Laminar Flow 
 

I specialise in contemporary 
furniture, recycled plastic 
and plywood, and this is a 
sustainable, recycled plastic 
bench that incorporates 
planting and growth. Its 
design has a sliced form 
with “spacer” discs of 
material sandwiched in 
between each slice, to build 
up the piece. It was really 

important for me to make something that was sustainable 
and recycled; I want to encourage green spaces within 
built-up environments. 
 
After making initial drawings and paintings of water and 
its movement, I translated the images into computer-aided 
design software (McNeel Rhino) and the form for the bench 
was built up from that. It was then waterjet cut in the  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Maudsley building at NTU and the slices and spacers were 
put together using stainless steel rods to give the piece 
strength and structure. 
 
For my degree-show project, I wanted to have a client and a 
brief to work to so, after speaking to other clients, I decided 
on NTU. After applying to the NTSU Green Leaders project, 
I was funded to make the bench by the NTU environmental 
team. This enabled me to make the bench full scale, and it 
will remain at NTU for many years to come. 
 
Since the bench was going to belong to NTU, I decided it 
should have a design that would link it together with the 
city, so that’s when the idea of pathing the River Trent came 
about. I drew, stretched and manipulated a part of the river 
so that it could become a back rest design for the piece. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
It took ten hours of waterjet cutting, but the design and 
development process began in September. I made it 
between the Maudsley and Bonnington buildings at NTU, 
and it has been my main focus for the past eight months. 
 
I started my degree in fine art, but wanted to learn more 
making and design skills so transferred to decorative arts 
during my first year. I settled on furniture design at the end 
of second year and it grew from there; I began developing 
a range of other concept pieces in chairs and coffee tables, 
using the same sliced format as the bench.

Given the time, I would love to continue designing bespoke 
contemporary furniture, and design gardens for urban areas 
to promote green spaces. 
 
Catch Mary Preston’s work at the NTU Decorative Arts 
Degree Show, Saturday 3 – Saturday 10 June.

@peak_design

Saffron 
Bramley-Astle 

Ziggy Stardust 
Tribute Costume
 
I’m a costume designer and 
maker. I created this piece as 
a reaction to the death of the 
great David Bowie, and as 
part of my final-year projects 
for my costume design and 
making degree course at 
Nottingham Trent University. 
Inspired by the legacy he 

had on both fashion and music, the project acknowledges his 
bold use of avant-garde costume, immortalised most vividly 
in his Ziggy Stardust character. 

15,000 individually attached plastic drinking straws adorn 
a jumpsuit evocative of Bowie’s iconic costumes. Sewn one 
by one, each straw shifts with every movement of the body. 
Once attached, the straws were then hand-cut to shape, 
and melted to create the costume’s bold silhouette, texture 
and form. 

While trying to find a project that I could lend this 
interesting look to, the world was shook by the death of 
David Bowie. As a lifelong admirer of not only his music 
but also his performance aesthetic, I wanted to show my 
appreciation of the mark he left on the world of fashion, 
music and performance.  
 
I focused on iconic elements recognisable of Bowie’s 
Ziggy Stardust character to recreate his classic one-legged 
jumpsuit, as well as his striking orange mullet, while 
retaining my own personal design style through texture and 
silhouette. I designed it in early 2016, and the piece was 
produced on and off between November and February 2017, 
at Nottingham Trent University. 
 
 

People are often shocked that it was possible to create 
something like this with straws. Most people think I’m mad 
for attempting such a technically difficult project that has 
such an unpredictable outcome, but the thrill, for me, is in 
challenging myself both mentally and technically. 
 
As someone who’s always been captivated by film and 
performance, I found myself increasingly intrigued by the
important role costume has in character development. 

The passion I have for these kinds of details has driven  
me to pursue a career in costume for the TV, theatre and  
film industry. 

Given the time and money, I would love to further delve 
into the world of creating costumes from unconventional 
materials, as well as experiment with the possibilities of 
using straws in other costumes to create similar bold and 
dramatic pieces. 

Catch Saffron Bramley-Astle’s work at the NTU 
Costume Design and Making Degree Show, Saturday 3 - 
Saturday 10 June.

saffronbramley-ast.wixsite.com
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Cameron Sinclair Harris
Grey Matter
EP (Self-released)
 
Small, indie movies always have the best soundtracks in my 
opinion and Grey Matter’s cinematic, lyrical quality makes 
it spot on for that sort of thing. The heavy focus on story, 
alongside the acoustic backing, makes for songs that are 
relatable, sweet and honest. The simple mix of guitar, vocals 
and a little drum, creates a music-for-the-love-of-music kinda 
vibe; something very sincere and natural. Thanks to his 
charismatic nature, it’s enjoyable hearing Cameron’s musings about everyday life, from 
feelings about being confused about who he is to wondering where all his brain cells went. 
It’s upbeat in places and thoughtful in others, but constantly lively and engaging. The five-
track EP includes the songs Brain Cells, Storms, Good Luck, As a Ghost and Insert Your Name 
Here, and, at a little over seventeen minutes in length, this is definitely worthy of your time. 
Elizabeth O’Riordan

 cameronsinclairharris.bandcamp.com

Arc Nade
Trippin’ To The Move
EP (Self-released)
 
Nottingham’s sound doesn’t get much more bassline than this. 
Tracks such as Onomic and Feebra offer up perfect examples 
of this genre’s infectious rhythm; you can’t help but dance to 
them. While it is certainly an attribute we enjoy, this is not 
entirely what Arc Nade’s latest work is about. Predominantly, 
these tracks are what house has always embodied, but the 
influence of Anne Marie Ceralvo’s unique voice in Falling Free 
ensures this track’s vibe is mellower than others in the collection, and proves the versatility 
of this producer. The final song on this four-track release, Tortoise, returns to what we might 
expect; a skilled demonstration in how to create music made to dance to. This EP caters 
to the fundamentals of the genre while its change of tone keeps you listening. A rare and 
excellent thing. Alex Keene

 soundcloud.com/arcnade
 

London Grammar
Truth is a Beautiful Thing
Album (Ministry of Sound Records)
 
They might hail from the capital – the 
clue is in the band name – but the 
fact they were formed in University of 
Nottingham halls of residence means 
that we can legitimately claim London 
Grammar as one of our own. Back in 
2013, the trio enjoyed huge critical and 
commercial success with their debut 
album, If You Wait. Certified platinum 
in the UK, the band also won an Ivor 
Novello award for the top-twenty hit, 
Strong, before all but disappearing 
without a trace. Four years later, the 
band are back with their second album, 
Truth is a Beautiful Thing, a record 
which once again combines Hannah 
Reid’s plaintive vocals with genre-defying music that somehow manages to be both guitar 
pop and ambient chillout. I confess that I’ve found myself being completely blown away by 
their comeback single Rooting For You. It’s a song that showcases the band at their best; 
mixing heartbreaking lyrics with Reid’s beautiful voice and some stripped-back (almost 
absent) instrumentation. Sonically, there’s no major departure from If You Wait, although 
the songwriting has matured and the production is richer and more engaging than before. 
Big Picture, Bones of Ribbon and Hell to the Liars are highlights, as is the title track; the 
graceful piano brings the album to a satisfying close. Four years is a long time between first 
and second albums, so whether this shifts copies in the same way that their debut did is 
anyone’s guess. It’s a brilliant album though, and a welcome return. Nick Parkhouse

 londongrammar.com
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Rather listen to the tunes on this page than read about ‘em? 
Wrap your tabs round Sound Of The Lion, our dedicated 
music podcast. If you want your own tunes reviewed and 
you’re from Notts, hit up leftlion.co.uk/sendusmusic

NUSIC.ORG.UK/ADVICE

MUSIC ADVICE.
FOR FREE.

BOOM.



Daisy Godfrey - Remedy
First official release from folky singer. 
The video features a lot of wistfully 
looking out of windows so you know 
all the emotions are being felt.
 
Birthrights - Everyone Together
Another month and another slice of 

electronic brain tonic from 
the production 

pairing of 
CJ Mirra 
and Kirk 
Spencer.
 

Little Barrie - Produckt
Former Primal Scream and 
Morrissey guitarist, and writer of 
the Better Call Saul theme, returns
to day job of penning blustery 
blues ahead of new album.
 
Ski - Questions
Rapper with big lyrical skills 
slips into contemplative mood.
 
Beyond Grace - Oracle
This thundering blast of death metal, 
with drums like a rollercoaster, 
vocals from hell and roaring twin 
guitars, is a taster of the band’s 
forthcoming album.

Gallery 47 - Himalaya
Decade-old track finally sees 
the light of day. Heavy Jeff 
Buckley vibes.

Russian Linesman - Lonesome Road 
(on BBC 6 Music)
Hear the enigmatic producer’s latest 
sonic soundscape get played on the 
wireless. Taken from his excellent 
series of recent EPs.
 
Polly Hardy - Song of Moth
Ethereal melodies from a solo 
performer making dreamy 
haunted folk. 

Widows
Oh Deer God
Album (UMC Recordings)
 
If you’re the kind of band that 
namechecks Lucifer in your 
lyrics, has a fascination with 
the number 666 and produces 
album artwork that features 
a magnificently psychedelic 
eight-armed deer, when would 
you release your new album? Why, on Good Friday, of course. 
Following on from 2012’s Death Valley Duchess, Oh Deer God is 
thirty minutes of furious, pounding stoner rock delivered with 
swagger and style. Although clearly influenced by the likes of 
Clutch and Kyuss, I’d say that Widows are heavier than both 
those bands and you can add the monstrous groove of a desert-
rock-tinged Black Sabbath to the mix. Two song titles describe 
their sound better than I ever could: Caffeine and Hatred and 
Heresy and Venom. That masterful change of pace about four 
minutes into Ride to the Realm of Coitus, when the band relax 
into their groove, is surely worth the price of entry on its own. 
Tim Sorrell

 widows666.bandcamp.com

Tom McCartney
Well Dressed Man
EP (Self-released)
 
Think you knew rock ’n’ roll? Think 
again. This EP proves the genre 
that includes such music royalty 
as Elvis Presley and Little Richard 
is still capable of throwing up new 
sounds you’ve never heard before. 
With the addition of some country 
and blues, McCartney has created a modern-yet-authentic 
version of a sometimes tired genre. Tracks such as Not From 
Around This Time and Hard Times a’ Comin’ prove how talented 
this young lad is. The signature wobble in his deep, strong 
vocals add character to his music. However, the music, whether 
it’s the skiffley shuffle of opener Not From Around This Town or 
the bluesy bluster of the title track, is authentic in its delivery 
with the feel of a band playing live. There may be only four 
songs to enjoy on this EP, but you’ll be well and truly knackered 
by the time you’ve finished gallivanting about the place to it. 
Hannah Parker

 tommccartneymusic.com

Sawyer
Where The Yetis Speak
EP (Self-released)
 
This three-song indie-folk release 
from Sawyer shares some depth 
and style with other singers of the 
same genre, like Iron and Wine. 
Saying that, I’d also compare 
the EP to other less obvious 
choices including Daughter and 
Alt-J, because of the ominous 
and raw feel of the tracks, with an added undertone of subtle, 
wavering electronic feels. Where The Yetis Speak is made up 
of soft, flowing notes; a constant beat; and deep, rich vocals. 
Showcasing songs Unknown, Once Before My Dear and Grow, 
the set is calming and steady, making me think of being in a 
forest as the trees sway all around. The songs have a feel of 
being very paced and poignant; the antithesis of the fast-moving 
pop tracks sometimes heard on the radio. This EP feels more 
natural and down to earth while retaining a back bone. Proper 
stuff. Elizabeth O’Riordan

 sawyermusicuk.bandcamp.com

Minatore
Top Down
EP (Self-released)
 
Minatore screech in, fuelled by the 
energy and exuberance of youth. Title 
track Top Down recalls The Vines; 
a simultaneous slap to the face and 
a kick up the arse, carried along 
on a timeless riff which all comes 
together to make you wonder why 
there aren’t more songs about driving these days. The other tracks 
here owe more to that classic grunge sound. Featherstone opens 
with a riff that Hole would have been proud of, before edging into 
darker territory while telling us “all there ever is, is all there ever 
was”. Final song Moving On starts slowly before the gritty guitar 
kicks in, and it doesn’t take much imagination to picture this song 
soundtracking many a rock night in a sticky-floored Rock City in 
the early nineties. This EP will have you checking the cover to 
confirm there are only two people in the band. Gav Squires

 minatore.bandcamp.com

Endless Grinning Skulls
Risus Sardonicus
Album (Viral Agene Records)
 
At the cutting edge of Nottingham’s 
hardcore scene, Endless Grinning 
Skulls’ latest album is bursting with 
a furious energy. A “soundtrack for 
fucked-up times”, Risus Sardonicus 
sounds like a punk band playing at 
1,000mph. With Steve Charlesworth 
from the legendary Heresy in the engine room thrashing away at 
his drum kit like he’s wired himself up to a car battery for extra 
juice, the remaining band members have the perfect launch 
pad for their brutal and frantic riffage. Austerity? Violence!, Rot, 
End Times; these are angry songs for angry days. The next time 
you hear someone moaning that no one writes political songs 
anymore, point them in the direction of this; among the breakneck 
guitars and spewed lyrics, they’ll find plenty here. You can see 
why they’ve previously played alongside Sleaford Mods. Risus 
Sardonicus is a brutal takedown of modern life fuelled by righteous 
fury and played with a relentless intensity. Refreshing. 
Paul Klotschkow

 endlessgrinningskulls.bandcamp.com

Daudi Matsiko
An Introduction to Failure
EP (Naim Records)

Fresh from a prestigious music 
workshop with the Red Bull 
Music Academy in Canada, and 
collaborating with two renowned 
names in underground dance music, 
Booka Shade and Kyodai, Daudi 
Matsiko has collected together his 
first two EPs on this eight-track offering. There are plenty of clues 
here to tell you that Daudi probably obsessed over that first Bon 
Iver album quite a bit; much of this EP sounds like a man locked 
away, pouring his soul out with the curtains drawn, and this is 
most striking in Houston In The Blind with its multi-tracked vocals 
and homespun vibe. Although Daudi can come off like a man 
crushed by life, this isn’t a full-on mope-fest. He is a masterful 
songwriter, creating songs that draw the listener in with their 
hushed ambience and lyrical depths. The gentle r ‘n’ b rhythms of 
Sandwiches or the saxophone in Okay, Since We’re Being Honest 
are deft touches, adding texture to his bittersweet laments. An 
introduction to a very talented man. Paul Klotschkow

 hellodaudi.bandcamp.com
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Angel Microbrewery - Barrel Drop - Black Iris Brewery - Bodega - Brew Cavern - BrewDog - Bunkers Hill
The Canalhouse - Crafty Crow - Doctors Orders - The Embankment - Herbert Kilpin - Hopology - JamCafe

Junkyard - The Kean’s Head - Kraft Werks - The Lion at Basford - Navigation Brewery - Ned Ludd
Newshouse - Orange Tree - Poppy & Pint - Purecraft Bar & Kitchen - Six Barrel Drafthouse - Stratford Haven

in association with:

Angel Microbrewery - Barrel Drop - Black Iris Brewery - Bodega - Brew Cavern - BrewDog - Bunkers Hill

Discover Your New Favourite Beer

ncbw.co.uk         /NottinghamCraftBeerWeek             Twitter: @ncbw17
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Son of Steak 
A pretty rare thing

Sexy Mama Loves Spaghetti
Pasta masters

Mocky D’s
Mock daddy

Being an anthropologist is a right piece of piss. I had a look, and 
they estimate that humans have been cooking meat over fire for 
somewhere between one and two million years. Good effort, but what 
do you do for an encore? 

Regardless, the estimate is a blooming long time ago, so we should 
have nailed cooking the perfect steak by now. And yet, it’s still 
the subject of much debate: the heat of the pan, the searing, the 
seasoning, the resting. Like a runny poached egg or fluffy rice, it 
sounds simple, but takes some skill to get it right consistently. 

Thankfully, new kid on the block Son of Steak are debunking the 
whole thing. Great cuts of beef, cooked simply, and you choose from 
a selection of extremely steak-worthy sides. They’ve invested in a 
Josper oven, which is the daddy of catering-grade, charcoal-fired 
cooking, meaning the steaks get lovely and charred on the outside, 
leaving the inside as you like it. 

We chose the Lomito cut, served medium rare. Heralded as one of the 
best cuts in Argentina, it’s essentially the rump end of the tenderloin, 
so perfect for steak on the rarer side of life as it’s lean with not much 
marbling. Served on a slate, with that elusive caramelised crust and 
cut a few times across the grain, it looks great and tastes awesome.

Our side selections were strong (all £2.25, or two for £3). The crispy 
onion loaf was fluffy and similar to an onion bhaji; the house slaw 
was vibrant and light; then there was the dressed avocado salad, 
and a lovely bucket of hand-cut chips to share. Our sauce selection 
was equally powerful (all £1) with truffle-infused mustard, and the 
most amazing beef dripping gravy, perfect for dunking chips into and, 
while somewhat uncouth, drinking directly from the ramekin. Some 
people have no shame.

We also sampled the pulled-chicken boa bun (£6.95), the Taiwanese 
snack that’s been popularised over the last few years by the 
proliferation of street food. The bun is almost pure white and 
softer than a Gucci pillow, overflowing with moist chicken, crispy 
vegetables, red chilli and sweet Japanese Yakiniku sauce.

We washed everything down with house mojitos (four for £20), 
arriving at the table in a wooden cradle, garnished with a big sprig of 
mint and fresh lime. 

It’s a relaxed vibe with obligatory vintage light bulbs and a semi-
industrial feel, and the food comes out pretty quickly, so perfect for a 
pre-theatre session, or pre-cinema session, or pre-whatever-you-like-
to-do-with-the-rest-of-your-evening session. Ash Dilks

Trinity Square, Nottingham, NG1 4BJ. 0115 959 9585
sonofsteak.co.uk

Stood outside a small Italian restaurant on Hockley, the sign above me 
read: Sexy Mama Love Spaghetti. I knew I was in for a treat.

I first stumbled upon Sexy Mama in early April when walking through 
Hockley. A few Google searches later, it was clear the restaurant didn’t 
boast a big online presence; there’s no website, no Facebook and 
no online menu. I read some rave reviews on TripAdvisor and a few 
other articles told me that this restaurant is a new venture from Edin 
Gondzic, the man who created the very popular Edin’s Natural Kitchen 
and Edin’s Deli Café. After learning that, the expectations were high. 
And, I assure you, Sexy Mama surpassed them all.

It’s not a large restaurant; there are two floors and about fifty seats 
in total, making for an intimate and atmospheric setting when there’s 
a full house. From large windows hang dried flowers and leaves. 
Handwritten menus change regularly and add to the cosy, rustic 
atmosphere. In the evening, when the lights dim, ambient music 
plays in the background, and with a glass of wine in your hand, this 
restaurant feels like a very special place.

The food at Sexy Mama is mighty fine. We were given bread with 
balsamic vinegar and olive oil to tuck into while we perused the menu. 
I had the penne with roasted hazelnut and Italian fennel sausage ragu 

(£14). The ragu was rich and flavoursome, and the chunks of hazelnut 
did great things for the texture of the dish. My meal was complemented 
by a large glass of La Segreta rosso (13%, £8.32 for 250ml). This red 
was beautifully warm and not overly sweet, despite the chocolatey 
undertone. My partner chose a pea, wild-mushroom and black-truffle 
risotto; a wise choice. It smelt wonderful. His white wine was a 
Garganega pinot grigio (12%, £6.57 for 250ml) which was both fruity 
and refreshing.

When another table’s tiramisu (£6) glided past me, my dessert decision 
was made, and the classic Italian pudding was pure heaven. My 
superior choice of afters was nearly trumped when across the table sat 
the most magnificent cheeseboard (£7). The Italian cheeses consisted 
of Gorgonzola, Taleggio and Asiago, and were drizzled with honey. 
I was mightily impressed by this selection; they were distinct and 
flavoursome, but not too overpowering, and the honey was a 
great touch.

Sexy Mama Loves Spaghetti gets a huge ten out of ten from me. The 
staff were lovely, the setting was intimate and atmospheric, the food 
and drink were phenomenal. This is one for the top of the list. 
Mary Dansie

3 Heathcoat Street, Nottingham NG1 3AF. 0115 948 4610.

Since watching Simon Amstell’s mockumentary Carnage, I’ve taken it 
upon myself to rid the world of evil by becoming vegetarian, and one 
day, vegan. So far, I’m pescetarian at least five days a week, which 
ain’t so good but you gotta start somewhere. And there are a few of 
life’s meaty pleasures that I’m really struggling to avoid; a sleazy doner 
kebab at the end of a big night out and a truly devilish McDonald’s Big 
Mac, to name but two. 

Lo and behold; a beacon of light has emerged on my horizon that 
has made a truly guilt-free diet a real possibility for me. Ladies and 
gentlemen, Mocky D has arrived, with a mission to do good by two- 
and four-legged beasts alike. 

The haven of meat- and dairy-free goodness can be found glowing from 
a black marquee parked next to the side entrance of Viccy Wilkos. Their 
speciality? 100% vegetarian and/or vegan burgers that taste like their 
fast-food, meat-sweat-inducing mates, but made with seitan; a wheat-
gluten meat alternative. I was dubious. The secret to a McDonald’s 
Big Mac has been coveted by many a fast food sleuth for years. Throw 
making ‘em vegan into the mix, and I’m not sure how close you’re 
gonna get. 

Well, blow me down and call me a lizard, the vegan Big Mock (£4) is 
literally a Big Mac without the lingering after-taste of guilt and shame. 

I’m almost in shock. Everything from the texture of the double patty to 
the shredded lettuce and special “mayo” is like biting into the 
real deal. Genuinely. Blindfold me and I don’t think I’d be able to tell 
the difference. I’ve never tried vegan cheese before, but the melty mass 
of yellow stuff sitting pretty in my bun had that desirably gooey texture 
and though it wasn’t as strong as a slab of cheddar, was pretty sweet 
tasting, too.    

Not only have the wizards in the kitchen magicked the former into 
existence, they’ve reached new levels of sorcery with, quite possibly, 
the world’s first vegan doner kebab (£5.50). You heard. Thinly sliced 
strips of seitan with a smoky barbecue flavour are layered atop a naan, 
dressed with tomato, shredded lettuce and red onion, and drizzled 
lovingly with sweet chilli sauce and mint yoghurt. It’s an 
absolute madness. 

Mocky D’s are literal, living proof that we can eat well and ethically 
at the same time. And that being vegan doesn’t mean munching raw 
carrots until the day’s end. There’s a food revolution afoot, and Mocky 
D’s are at the bleddy forefront. Viva la revolucion. Viva la Mocky D’s. 
Viva la vegan kebab. Lucy Manning

Clinton Street, Nottingham, NG1 3DA. 07935 329557.

facebook.com/mmmockyd
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MONTANA USA

Common sights: Mountains, cowboy hats and guns

Main religion: Protestant

Common sights:
cowboy hats and guns

MONTANA UK

Est: 1889

Top dog: Jon Tester

Location: ‘Murica

Est: 2002

Top dog: Dilk

Location: ‘Ockleh

Main religion: Graffiti

Common sights: Artists, 

cans and t-shirts

Gemini (22 May –  22 June)
Your new mission to show everyone you 
can still look attractive as a pensioner is 
commendable, but you only turned 29 
last month.

Cancer (23 June –  23 July)
A typing error at Horrorscope HQ will result 
in you going on a blind date with a tall dark 
handsome strangler. Apologies in advance.

Leo (24 July – 23 Aug)
You’ve always known that the men in white 
coats are coming for you. But this is a cricket 
match and that’s just what umpires wear. 
Stop screaming.

Virgo (24 Aug – 23 Sept)
You can’t change what other people think, but 
you know deep down in your heart of hearts 
that the real hero of Bill & Ted’s Excellent 
Adventure was Genghis Khan.

Libra (24 Sept – 23 Oct)
While it’s well known that life often imitates 
art, it’s still a bit odd that your life imitates 
C.M. Coolidge’s Dogs Playing Poker.

Scorpio (24 Oct – 22 Nov)
You have been diagnosed with a rare medical 
condition that makes it impossible for you to 
wake up properly each morning before you 
have had two cups of coffee. It’s called 
being human.

Sagittarius (23 Nov – 22 Dec)
It’s not that she doesn’t love you anymore. She 
never did. She’s just a woman you saw on the 
tram and have followed ever since. The police 
are coming.

Capricorn (Dec 23 – Jan 19)
Your “never say die” attitude will come to 
an end this month when a hideous accident 
renders you totally incapable of speech.

Aquarius (20 Jan – 19 Feb)
You often look back to your school days when 
you were part of a mystery-solving gang of 
kids for the six week holidays. Survivor’s 
syndrome is a funny thing.

Pisces (20 Feb – 20 Mar)
This month you will mainly get up in the 
morning, go to bed in the evening and go to 
work and watch telly in between. Same same, 
but different.  

Aries (21 Mar –  20 Apr)
This is a great time for you to begin new 
projects. As long as they don’t take more than 
nine days or involve waiting for people to 
discover your body.

Taurus (21 Apr –  21 May)
This week your staunch belief that weed can 
solve most problems will be sorely tested by 
the discovery of mathematics.



Find out how one of the UK’s most established and respected creative
universities can help you launch your successful creative career.

•  Animation, Graphic Design and Photography
•  Architecture 
•  Costume, Theatre, Film and Television Design
•  Fashion, Textiles and Knitwear Design

•  Fashion Management, Marketing and Communication
•  Fine and Decorative Arts
•  Furniture and Product Design 

LAUNCH YOUR CREATIVE
CAREER AT NTU
PLACES STILL AVAILABLE THIS SEPTEMBER!

www.ntu.ac.uk/creativecareer
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COMEDY TOUR SHOWS
TUE 13TH JUNE

TOM GREEN’S 
EUROPEAN COMEDY 
ROAD TRIP
WED 14TH JUNE 

LIMMY 
TALK & BOOK SIGNING

WED 20TH SEPT 
THU 21ST SEPT

VIR DAS
WED 27TH SEPT 

TOM STADE 
NEW 2017 SHOW

LIVE COMEDY 
EVERY FRIDAY 
& SATURDAY
The best comedians want to play The Glee 
so don’t miss out on a superb night of live 
entertainment that will keep you laughing until Monday.

JUNE - LEFT LION Q2 2017 PRINT READY

LIVE MUSIC
THU 8TH JUNE
GARRY TALLENT 
BAND 
(BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN’S 
E STREET BAND BASSIST)

SUN 11TH JUNE
BLOWSOC 

WED 26TH JULY
SAM OUTLAW BAND

SPECIAL EVENTS
SAT 10TH JUNE
BIG FISH LITTLE FISH 

 

FLOWER POWER 
FAMILY RAVE

SUN 25TH JUNE 
THE GILDED MERKIN
BURLESQUE & CABARET

WED 4TH OCT
SIMON DAY: 
IN CHARACTER 
(BRIAN PERN, BILLY 
BLEACH, GEOFFREY 
ALLERTON, TONY 
BACKTON)

FRI 7TH JULY

MISSIMP IN ACTION 
IMPROV COMEDY

THU 28TH SEPT

KERRY GODLIMAN 
TUE 3RD OCT

ABANDOMAN 
THU 5TH OCT

LEE NELSON 
SUN 8TH OCT

PAUL CHOWDHRY 
SOLD OUT

THU 19TH OCT

MAE MARTIN 
THU 26TH OCT

TOM ALLEN 
SUN 29TH OCT

NATHAN CATON 

SUN 17TH SEPT
G2 DEFINITIVE
GENESIS 

THU 2ND NOV

NICK HELM  

SUN 12TH NOV

AURIE STYLA 
WED 15TH NOV

JAMES ACASTER 

SUN 19TH NOV

MATT RICHARDSON 
THU 30TH NOV

ED GAMBLE 

TALK & BOOK SIGNING

25TH ANNIVERSARY
CONCERT

MON 2ND OCT
ANDY MCKEE
SUN 15TH OCT
THE YOUNG’UNS
THU 9TH NOV
MARK EITZEL & BAND

TUE 7TH NOV 

STEVE BUGEJA 
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