


New Year’s Eve Buses

 

Our Night Buses will run through
until 3:15am to help you get home after 

your party in town!

 

 

Boxing Day Buses
6AM - 6PM

There’s no premium prices on our Boxing Day buses, 
our normal ticket range and prices will be available all day. 

Grab a bargain with our special Boxing Day timetable
running on 26th December. 
We’re running early morning buses to help workers get into 
the City Centre, with fi rst buses arriving from 6:30AM. This 
year, we’re running later buses on 17, 28, 58, 77 and 89!

For full details of our holiday timetables,
visit www.nctx.co.uk/christmas
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editorial
Just look at that cover. Look at it. That there 
is the artistic prowess of Wayne Burrows 
embodied in an absolutely batshit, Sneinton 
Market skank. An after-party to unlock the 
boss level. A hallucinogen to reveal the 
secrets of the universe. And, like the fusing 
of cut-out to collage, a sticky kiss goodbye.

Yes, our long-time Advertising Sectioned 
columnist is calling it a day, with a final 
rendition of one of his much-loved, old-
school marketing analyses appearing in this 
very magazine alongside an absolute belter 
of a frontal lobe. Have a read of Wayne’s 
historical full stop with your Santa hat 
tipped to a bogger who’s been appearing 
in these pages – with the most epically dry 
humour – since day dot.

As 2017 draws to a close, the LeftLion gang 
look back with bewilderment at how much 
has changed in the past twelve months. 
From the loss of legendary lions, to the 
recruitment of fresh felines and voyages 
to new digs, we’ve been through a fair 
amount to maintain the Notts populace with 
the writings that hopefully keep the brain 
warm. And you can continue to get toasty 
duck, cos we bleddy love it.

Issue #96 sees a plethora of both 
Christmas- and Sneinton-based goods to 
eyeball, with our Shop Local special taking 
over the centre pages in all its creative, 
independent glory. 

Go on youth, get stuck in to the festive 
purchasing with a mind to support your 
Notts community, and you’ll be away; not 
just with cool items, but a heart full of 
regional cheer and joy. 

We’ve also got an interview that gives us 
a look into what life’s like around this time 
of year for people without a roof over their 
head so, in the same breath, be sure to dob 
donations to Emmanuel House, to make 
sure their Winter Shelter can keep doing 
the important work it does for the city’s 
homeless community.

Enough from me, any road. There are words 
to be a’read, and festive flaps to be a’had.

Merry bleddy Crimbo, ya bogger.

Bridie Squires
bridie@leftlion.co.uk
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Ben (or Benjamin, 
if you like, but 
never Benedict) 
Knight is a writer, 
event manager and 
old-timey villain. 
He’s written for 
magazines, blogs, 
art installations, 
video games 
and even casino 

websites, despite being down 10,000 caps 
in Fallout: New Vegas. He recently moved 
from Derby to Nottingham, and is still 
excited by how tall the buildings are here.

Ben is a massive David Bowie fan and is 
willing to fistfight anybody who thinks 
Diamond Dogs isn’t his best album. 
Ben’s also part of a four-man podcast 
called Verbal Discharge, where he and 
three other Midlands-based writers talk 
about nothing in particular, and shout at 
each other. 

Read Ben’s stuff on page 23 of this 
magazine.



6   leftlion.co.uk/issue96

ADVERTISING
SECTIONED
Local adverts ripped from the pages of history... words: Wayne Burrows

words: Joe Earp
illustration: Eva Brudenell

The Nottingham Canal 

The earliest canals in England were the Foss 
Dyke and the Cuer, or Carr’s Dyke, and both 
of them are at the northern boundaries of 
Nottinghamshire. Constructed by the Romans 
and improved in the twelfth century, the Foss 
Dyke was scoured out under Henry I in 1121 
and, in some parts, is still navigable.
 
The Nottingham Canal originally proceeded from 
the Trent at Nottingham, Wollaton and Cossall 
to Langley Mill, for around fifteen quarter miles, 
where it joins the Cromford Canal. The act to 
build the canal was obtained in 1792, and the 
canal was completed in 1802. It was designed 
and built by William Jessop, who previously 
had success designing and building the 
Cromford Canal.
 
Perhaps the most exciting incident from the 
Nottingham Canal’s history came in 1818, when 
the first great British canal explosion occurred 
in a canal warehouse in Nottingham. Hezekiah 
Riley was the captain of a boat that plied along 
the Trent up as far as Nottingham, where goods 
could be transshipped to and from the canals of 
central England.
 
In September 1818, he took his boat, belonging 
to Richard Barrows, down the Trent to 
Gainsborough with a small crew consisting 
of Joseph Musson and Benjamin Wheatley. 
He loaded up a mixed cargo of stone, cotton, 
molasses, soap and 21 barrels of gunpowder. 
The gunpowder, from Messrs Flower at 
Gainsborough, was destined for the mines of 
Derbyshire via Cromford, and each wooden 
barrel contained about 100lbs of it. The boat 
was brought into the canal basin at Nottingham 
under the crane, and moored under the arch of 
the warehouse for unloading into the dry of the 
stone building.

 What followed was described as a “most 
dreadful calamity” which “threw the whole 
town into consternation and spread the 
most extensive devastation throughout the 
neighbourhood.” A man in the Meadows 
described how “the whole warehouse appeared 
to lift up several yards into the air and then 
burst asunder into innumerable fragments. The 
explosion was followed by a cloud of smoke 
which completely darkened the atmosphere.”
 
The explosion was reported to have been 
caused by poor-quality storage of gunpowder. 
It was a devastating incident which killed 
approximately ten to fifteen men and boys, 
with the damage estimated to cost £30,000, 
which included 4000 quarters of corn, and some 
paper and cheese. While the warehouse was 
insured, the company refused to pay up, and the 
canal company sued Musson’s employers, the 
Nottingham Boat Company. They won £1000, 
but the boat company could not pay, so they
 had to settle for £500, with the people of 
Nottingham setting up a fund to help the 
relatives of the victims.
 
With the Industrial Revolution came the birth of 
the railway, which overtook the canal as a viable 
economic transport route into Nottingham. 
As a result, the canal quickly declined in use 
and became neglected. In recent years since 
the seventies, the canal has enjoyed a rebirth 
as a nature reserve and walking trail, with 
the stretch of the canal in the city served well 
by a number of pubs, restaurants and luxury 
apartments. 
 
For more on Nottingham history, check out the 
Nottingham Hidden History website. 

nottinghamhiddenhistoryteam.wordpress.com

The Modern Way to Loveliness (Woman’s Magazine, 1948) 

If there’s been one theme these Advertising 
Sectioned columns have constantly returned to, 
it’s the sense that many of the things we think 
of as uniquely “now” usually turn out to have 
long and complicated pre-internet histories. All 
the talk of how the digital world is changing 
everything at some fundamental level turns out 
to be less novel than it seems, and pretty much 
continues a conversation that’s been going on 
over everything from radio and newspapers to 
TV and video. 

In the last decade, for example, the use of image 
manipulating software to create impossible 
physical ideals has become increasingly 
controversial, but as this Boots advert from 1948 
shows, the issue has been with us before, just in 
other forms. 

Long before we had Photoshop, after all, there 
were airbrush artists paid to smooth out the 
real-life wrinkles from celebrity photos, and long 
before that we had all the classic, Golden Age 
Hollywood tricks of lighting and soft focus to 
contend with.

Preceding any of this, of course, there were 
hand-drawn illustrations like this, with its 
impossibly wasp-waisted lady perusing the 
fresh-cut produce of a flower stall, her hat just 
so and her elegant black glove suspended 
purposefully in the – presumably richly scented 
– air. Three years after the end of the war, in the 
midst of austerity, in cities still blackened with 
factory soot, such luxuriant, crease-free leisure 
was mostly the preserve of fantasy, and doesn’t 
register in the clean lines and shades of the 
delicately executed commissioned watercolour. 

Contrary to a popular belief held almost since 
photography’s invention, then, a picture has 
never been a reliable record of any fact beyond 
its own existence, and isn’t notably superior 
in its ability to convey truth than a random 
handful of well chosen words, or, indeed, a 
lovely painting like this one. Perhaps it’s only 
the advent of Photoshop, CGI and their like on 
our own laptops and iPads that has shaken our 
stubborn faith in images more widely. But that 
certainly isn’t to say the images and messages 
themselves were ever any more trustworthy 
than they are today.



WHAT NOTTS
Find out what’s been going off around and about the city over the past month...

Tweet us @LeftLion with your #OverheardInNotts quotes.

Nottingham’s most opinionated grocers on...
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CHRISTMAS DAY
We’re going on a bicycle ride to Lambley and back with our 
friend Ann. We’ll only go after the Queen has been on televi-
sion, of course. We just thought that we haven’t been on a 
nice ride for quite a long time so it will be good to do some-
thing healthy while everyone else is getting pie-eyed.

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS
You ask us this every year and our answer is the same: 
we don’t buy each other anything for Christmas. One of us 
wants a red F-Type and the other wants a Range Rover Sport, 
but the chances of us getting either of those are slim. So we 
won’t be bothering again this year. Maybe next year. If we 
win the lottery.

BLUE PLANET TWO
It’s utterly amazing. You don’t realise how deep the sea actu-
ally is and how big whales actually are. They had a shark 
whale on there and it was as big as a commercial aeroplane. 
Very well done all-round.

“A bull got stuck in that well. That’s why it’s called Bulwell.”

“He sent me a friend request but I’ve not got round to replying yet.”

Wo m a n 1: Does he treat her right?
Woman 2: Yes duck, he’s lovely.
Woman 3: He’s the shit. Woman 1: He’s a shit? Let me knock 
him out.

“If I came round your house through a 
cat flap and you fed me, you wouldn’t 
say you owned me, would you?”

“My house is so scary yeah, the doorbell 

goes off yeah, and there’s nobody even at 

the door, you know.”

“She looks bare like a bloke... 
but I’d definitely shag her.”

Girl: Josh, will you carry me? 
Josh: No.

Man: I’ve lost a stone, I’ll have you know.Woman: The only stone you've lost is out your bleeding shoe.

“It’s too dark. I can’t see the sights. The sights of Nottinghamshire.”

“It’s bum-fun Friday.”

“I’m attracted to people that wear 

their fat successfully.”

“What? What? I don’t get it. Tell 

you what, why don’t you write me 

a message on Facebook and I’ll 

ignore your shit on there too.”

“I think she's pretty an’ all, just 
hate her lipstick.”

“It’s alright them lot all stabbing 
each other, but I get kicked out just 
for being pissed!”

“The hearing aid’s alright, except I can 

hear my hair squeaking.”

Woman: But you don’t like cats.Man: We had one once, one of them long-haired chinchillas.

“Then you forget to pay rent. Your 

rent comes after a night out.”

Make sure you bag 
yersen the brand new 

Overheard in Notts Tea 
Towel for Christmas 

this year at
leftlion.co.uk/shop

COME DISSECT WITH ME
Howd on a sec. Are we missing summat? 
We’re all for a spot of light entertainment 
while we gobble down an antipasti board 
or two, but never in all our combined years 
of worldly experience would we expect that 
live entertainment to include dissecting 
a fake human body stuffed with a pig’s 
organs. Anatomy Live are coming to Notts in 
February next year, and they’re bringing the 
world’s only semi-synthetic human cadaver, 
stuffed like a pinata with the insides of a 
pig, along for the ride. 

Those of you who are macabre enough 
to want in on this one will be treated to 
a dinner, and kitted out with top-of-the-
range mortuary wear and handed scalpels, 
scissors, forceps and bone saws. Experts’ll 
then show you how to chop up the poor 
bogger on the table, and even show you 
round the insides of a pig’s head. Not for the 
faint hearted, and will definitely put you off 
the scran you just yammed. Rather yow than 
us, duck.

 

WE WON THINGS
You may recall us mentioning the 
documentary film we made – Lord of Milan 
– that looks at the life of Herbert Kilpin: the 
Butcher’s boy from Mansfield Road who 
went on to found AC Milan. It weren’t for 
nowt either, cos we only went and won a 
bleddy award over in Milan for it. Our Georgi 
and the team worked dead hard, and though 
they may not totally understand exactly 
what the award was for, they’re dead 
chuffed nonetheless.

CARERS ARMS
There are few things in this cold, cold world 
that make you feel as relaxed as the tattered 
red velour bench of your local boozer. And 
Stoke House Care Home in Gedling are well 
aware of that. They’ve transformed one of 
their rooms into a fully functional pub for 
residents to enjoy a cold one, play a game of 
darts, and generally let their hair down. It 
hasn’t half made ‘em happy. Well in. 

RUBBISH BIRTHDAY
Just like the poor youth who were after a 
couple of front teeth for Christmas, little 
Archie only wanted one thing for his eighth 
birthday: to ride in a bin lorry. And after 
his mum tweeted Nottingham City Council, 
his wildest dreams came true when Jason 
Luciw and his colleague turned up to take 
the lad to school in their lorry. “I want to be 
a bin man when I’m older,” ses Archie. “I 
like the noise and the smell.” 

HAWKWARD ENCOUNTER
It’s not every day you look into your back 
garden and see two beautiful birds fighting 
over yer nuts. But that’s exactly what 
happened to Mike Cowdry from Wollaton 
one morning when he spotted two parrots 
tekkin’ a nibble on his bird feeder. Oi, oi. 
After snapping some pics, he noticed 
neither of the pollys had rings on their 
ankles, so Mike concluded that they’d just 
been blown up from London by strong winds 
the night before. Churping heck.

MILKIN’ IT
There’s nothing more annoying on this 
green earth than the other half returning 
from the shop without the vital supplies. 
One lady in Bestwood was determined 
not to let her hubby forget the milk, so she 
shouted after him down the street nice and 
loud. On hearing the hollaring, a concerned 
neighbour believed there to be a serious 
domestic going on and called the coppers. 
Two bobbies turned up within ten minutes 
to find no disturbance at all, but at least 
they could have a cuppa for their troubles. 

CAPITAL OF NUTTIN’
There’ve been reports flying all over the 
shop that Nottingham is out of the running 
for European Capital of Culture 2023. In 
November, the European Commission issued 
a letter to the UK government to say that 
British cities in the selection process should 
get the boot because the title is only open to 
EU countries, and EFTA/EEA countries, so 
unless a miracle strikes, it’s looking like a lot 
of money, time and resources down the owd 
poop pot.



Want to get your shots featured in this spread?

Simply email your best high-res Nottingham photos and 
Instagram handle to lefteyeon@leftlion.co.uk.
 
Happy snapping.

Will Owens
The fruits of Hyson Green.

@datwillis.raw

Paul Fairclough 
See me on the low, on the corner

Flickr: Paul Fairclough



Samuel Kirby
There’s a cold snap in the air.

@samuel_kirby

Anja Wettergren
The hive is becoming divided.

@anja_wettergren

David Wilson Clarke
Wrapping, present and light.

@davidwilsonclarke
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A Food Courier in Notts
illustration: Alex McDougall
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There are times as a food courier when you ask yourself if you made the right career 
choice: wading through torn bags of rubbish in Lenton to deliver yet another half-
ton of fried chicken to hungover students; hunting around St Ann’s to find an elusive 
maisonnette in the rain at 11.30pm; having an entire load of food drop through the 
bottom of a restaurant’s paper bag onto a customer’s doorstep; fearing for your life when 
aggressive, impatient drivers speed past with inches to spare.

But, in general, the hits you take with Deliveroo or UberEATS are balanced by the 
positives: the fitness, the occasional admiration of passersby, the thanks of customers, 
and the pay, which is better than many people probably imagine it to be. It isn’t the 
no-hope “McJob” that it’s often portrayed as by its detractors. You can work full-time 
and earn a living at it, and many do. But, as with many zero-hours contract jobs – which 
courier work is – there is a downside. I’ll get to that later.

The job attracts all sorts. Full-timers, part-timers, teenagers still living with parents, 
undergraduates, graduates still looking for that perfect career opening, men and women 
in their thirties, forties, fifties and older who’ve lost a career, are between jobs, or who’ve 
decided that this is just right for them. 

You can do it on a bike, electric bike, moped or motorbike. Once, when my mountain 
bike was out for repairs, I even “borrowed” one of those heavy, City Council rent-a-bike 
things. Not recommended. Uber even lets you deliver in a car. But it was Deliveroo who 
was in Nottingham first, saturating the streetscape with so many liveried riders that the 
company seemed bent on turning “Deliveroo” into a verb: “Should we go out tonight or 
get two vegan pizzas Deliveroo-ed to us?”

UberEATS arrived as rivals this year, and came armed with the holy grail of delivery 
contracts: McDonald’s. For a few weeks, a kind of courier anarchy reigned in Nottingham 
as Deliveroo drivers, wooed by the new competitor’s attractive introductory fees, signed 
up with Uber. Some drivers hedged their bets by wearing bits of both company’s uniforms 
at the same time. The situation has since settled down somewhat. Riders can, and do, 
work for both companies. It’s allowed. 

But Nottingham is still a competitive arena and both companies need lots of riders at peak 
delivery times in order to get food out to customers quickly. So both offer incentives at 
peak times in the form of increased fees, which means more money in your bank account. 
This is an area where old fashioned capitalist competition benefits couriers, who work 
hard, and customers, who get their food on time. The downside? One night, coming out 
of Barburrito in King Street with my nth Loaded Burrito bound for Lenton, I heard a young 
woman (I’ve always assumed she was an economics student) refer to Deliveroo riders as 
“the gods of the new economy,” by which she meant the gig economy, which courier work 
has almost come to define. It means you get paid per job, just like piecework employees 
in sweatshop textile workshops, and there are no statutory benefits. No pension, no sick 
pay, no holiday pay, no paid breaks at work. Knackered after cycling against the wind for 
four hours? You can switch off for fifteen minutes if you want, but you won’t be paid for it. 
Puncture? No pay while you fix it. Knocked off your bike and injured? Your problem. Bike 
wrecked? Your problem. Bike stolen? Ditto. 

This business defines its courier workforce as freelance contractors, which essentially 
means you’re on your own. Hopes that Deliveroo would be forced to offer some form of 
statutory support to its couriers were dashed this year when the long-awaited Matthew 
Taylor report on Britain’s gig economy proved to be toothless fluff. The Tories have since 
ignored it anyway. But neither do couriers necessarily welcome Jeremy Corbyn’s proposed 
ban on zero-hour contracts, which could, after all, endanger their jobs. 

Comments and questions commonly heard by couriers include: “Ooh, I bet that keeps you 
fit, doesn't it?” Yes, very, although that’s hardly surprising since I repeatedly ride up and 
down hills such as Derby Road carrying heavy bags of food. “So how many miles do you 
do?” I don’t know; I’ve never measured my daily distances, but it’s interesting that down 
in Southport, retiree Rory Turner has taken a job with Deliveroo to get him in shape for 
a Land’s End to John o’ Groat’s bike ride on the basis that he’ll be cycling “thirty to fifty 
miles a day.” 

“So how much do you get paid for doing that?” Not telling you, but it depends on how 
many hours you work and how many deliveries you do. “Is it hard work?” Often yes, 
and the cold and rain – particularly rain – make it even harder. By its nature, the job is 
physically demanding. One Financial Times reporter who worked for Deliveroo for just one 
night in London to research an article said the job was so relentless that she felt like a 
hamster spinning in a wheel. 

“Is it dangerous?” Well, yes it is. But how can it not be? Some stretches of Nottingham’s 
road system are so potholed and crumbling that riding over them feels as if you’re riding 
on a jungle track. There are few safe, segregated cycle lanes and some main on-road cycle 
lanes – such as those along Gregory Boulevard, St Ann’s Wells Road and Woodborough 
Road – are often blocked by parked cars. Broken glass is ubiquitous. Being “car-doored” 
is another potential risk. And while bus and taxi drivers tend to be respectful to you, 
especially if you are respectful to them, there is the constant risk of collision with drivers 
in cars and lorries who pass too close or just don’t see you. Or who just hate all cyclists. 

While these are the same hazards faced by anyone on two wheels in Nottingham, the 
problems are arguably exacerbated by the speed and urgency of the job. And too many 
couriers don’t help themselves or their colleagues by the way they ride. One Twitter 
user told me that, in his opinion, most Uber and Deliveroo riders in Nottingham were 
“arseholes” for ignoring red lights, riding on pavements and riding at night without 
bike lights. 

All said, I think you have to be a bit of a masochist to be a courier, or rather, to really 
enjoy being a courier. There are many physically safer and easier jobs, but I can’t think 
of another job at this level (i.e degree not required) that rewards physical fitness, mental 
alertness and the kind of street-savvy nous and local knowledge that’s required to get hot 
food from one side of the city to the other, quickly and safely. 

The job gives you a front-row view of Nottingham’s restaurant scene and street life; you 
see the moods of the city change from morning until night. Personally, I get a thrill out 
of locking horns with the traffic at afternoon rush hour and still making a quick delivery. 
Weekend evenings are the worst times; not for deliveries, since these are peak times, but 
for rowdy crowds and drinkers spilling out of the pubs. You need a thick skin for this job. 
And anyway, if you can’t ride a bike uphill and down dale with a giant box on your back, 
in the rain, for several hours a day, what can you do? It’s training for life.

 This business defines its courier workforce 
as freelance contractors, which essentially means 
you’re on your own







Away from the coffee shops and vintage clothes, Emmanuel House sits at the bottom of Hockley, providing the homeless and 
vulnerably housed community in Nottingham with a warm welcome and access to support services. As Christmas draws near, 
we caught up with Paul, a regular face over at the day centre, to find out what Emmanuel House means to him...

interview: Lucy Manning
photo: Curtis Powell

Tell me a bit about you...
I’m a bit of an introvert, and an indoorsy person, unfortunately. I read a lot. I used to almost 
exclusively read fantasy books but they tend to come in trilogies which, being homeless, 
can be hard to get hold of, so I’ve been reading a lot of thrillers. There’s a female writer I like 
called Karin Slaughter; her Cop Town book is brilliant. I spend a lot of time at the library; 
there are books, it’s safe, it’s warm, and they’re open all day.

Can you tell me a bit about the circumstances that led to you being homeless?
I was born and raised in Lenton, Nottingham. I worked as a forklift driver, and had a bunch 
of agency jobs, including one at Armitages Pet Foods where I was running a production line 
of Christmas stockings for cats and dogs. I had to work hard to keep my line running, but we 
had a good laugh.

Shortly after a long-term relationship ended, I got offered a job in Holland and I thought I 
might as well go. I didn’t drink much before I left. I disliked alcoholics immensely because I 
grew up around them, but me and a few other English blokes were in a small village with not 
much to do and we used to go to the pub a lot. I basically ended up being an alcoholic, and 
drugs came with it; cocaine to sober me up when I was drinking, and I was taking a lot of 
ecstasy too. I wasn’t addicted, but they were there.

I quit all that nearly three years ago now. I didn’t go through a programme, I just completely 
isolated myself – everyone I knew socialised at the pub – and I became really depressed. 
Then the agency started messing around with my shifts. Shift work is really tiring anyway, 
you can’t get into a routine, and I started to get more ill. I was in a really bad place, and the 
agency fired me. 

Things got bad over there. At one point I went eleven days with nothing to eat, and I spent 
two weeks in a bike shed with practically no human contact. I basically lost my mind. I was 
a mess. I was homeless for three months over there until I managed to get enough money 
to get back to England, only to find out that because I’d been out of the country for over five 
years, I wasn’t entitled to benefits straight away. 

I got back to Nottingham, and luckily enough I got in touch with the Framework Street 
Outreach Team. They did my first assessment in Emmanuel House, and I’ve been there 
practically every day since.

What do you use Emmanuel House for?
That guaranteed hot meal is incredibly important, but for me, the social aspect even moreso. 
I have good friends there, and I met my girlfriend there, too. When you’re homeless or on the 
streets it feels like everyone is against you, particularly anyone in a position of authority. But 
they’re not like that in there; you can talk to them and they don’t mess you around. I trust 
every member of staff. If it wasn’t for Emmanuel House I would’ve been in a really bad place; 
mentally and physically.

You can get clothes and a shower, so I’m able to get cleaned up five days a week; when you 
get depressed, it’s easy to let yourself go, and that makes the situation even worse. Help 
with benefits is available too, and I’m there today to organise what private landlords I can 
go and meet. It’s really worrying me. I’m an ex-alcoholic, so I don’t wanna be around people 
who are drinking and I’ll almost certainly be in a shared house. On the street, if someone 
cracks a can out I can get away from them, but at home... that’s supposed to be my safe place 
and it won’t be safe if someone’s drinking there. 

Most people don’t know that getting a roof over your head is rarely the finish line. Is there 
anything else the public could be more aware of?
People say that homeless people don’t think ahead, but we can’t. No-one gets how long 24 
hours is when you have nothing to do but dwell on stuff. There’s so much disappointment 

that you can’t think about the future, and you’re desperately trying not to think about the 
past, so you think about the next sandwich and leave it at that. 

There seems to be a real stigma surrounding the homeless community, rough sleepers in 
particular...
You’ve never seen me in a doorway round town, I’ve never begged or stolen, I don’t owe 
anyone anything, and I don’t drink or use drugs. All of that is incredibly difficult when you 
have nothing. What got me through is, okay, I might be treated like an animal, and I might 
live somewhat like an animal, but I don’t have to behave like one. 

When you say you’re treated like an animal…
You get the looks. For the most part I get away with it because I don’t do the doorway thing 
and I keep myself reasonably well-looking. But when I’ve hit a bad time with depression and 
I’m zonked out, or if I’ve picked up a cigarette nub and someone catches me, I’ll get that look. 
Sometimes it’s pity, and there’s a difference between that and sympathy. I’ve had people 
before who’ve felt guilty; there shouldn’t be homeless people on the streets in a rich country 
like this. It’s ridiculous, but it’s not your personal fault.

Where do you sleep?
Emmanuel House are doing the winter shelter again, so I’m there right now. The volunteers 
are amazing; we get in there and they make us hot drinks and toasties and things like 
that. When I first got over here, I’d sleep on a bench next to the park I grew up with, round 
where I used to live. It’s quiet, and it made me feel more comfortable, even though it’s 
more dangerous than sleeping in the city centre because it’s out the way. Me and my friend 
slept by each other, but he got mugged just round the corner from me. They beat him up, 
threatened him with a knife, and took the very little that he had on him. 

Most of the time it’s for “fun.” You’ll get a drunk guy who wants to prove he’s a man by 
beating up a half-starved, exhausted homeless guy. There was a couple that were asleep and 
this guy decided to urinate on the girl. You can’t go any lower. I mean, we’re literally not in 
society anymore at this point, we’re living in the gutter, and now you do this?

You’re excluded from society, you’ve got no way of having a life whatsoever. You see life 
going on around you and you’re not having one, you’re on hold. Nothing you can do, nowhere 
you can go. I know people want us out of the city centre because we make the place untidy – 
for the city of culture and all the rest of it – but we have to be in the city to be safe.

How would you describe life at the moment?
Busy. My anxiety is quite bad at the minute, but things are getting better. I just started 
getting benefits through last week and I’ve actually got some money for a change, so I can 
buy a can of cola. I’m trying to prevent myself from going mental with it and buying a can of 
pop whenever I’m thirsty; I know how easy it is to blow that money when you need it to get 
yourself started.

Do you have any Christmas plans?
My girlfriend hates it, but I’m determined to make sure she has a good one. I’m hoping I 
can get us a hotel room for a couple of days so we can watch Christmas films and wear ugly 
Christmas jumpers, which she’ll hate. But I can’t think that far ahead, really.

What are your hopes and plans for the future?
I do a lot of focus groups, especially now that homelessness is becoming such a problem and 
because of the mamba problem. When I sort a bed, I’d like to get a job in training service 
staff on how to deal with and treat homeless people. It can make the world of difference. 

Anything else you want to say?
Homelessness really is increasing. Over the last five months I’ve seen the soup runs almost 
triple, and services like Emmanuel House need all the funding they can get.

Emmanuel House have launched their 2017 Gift of Hope campaign, aiming to raise £45,000 to 
keep the centre running over the Christmas months. It costs £1,000 a day to run Emmanuel 
House in its entirety, and all money raised will go towards staffing the centre, providing 
Christmas dinner for up to 120 people, and giving service users a Christmas gift. If you can, 
please donate, so that Emmanuel House can continue with their vital work.

emmanuelhouse.org.uk/agiftofhope
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The festive period is a time of joy, wonder and merriment. It’s also a 
time when we neglect our minds and bodies by necking sherries, to 
deal with the extended family moving in on your turf, and gorging on 
advent calendars. No one really counts down the days, come now. 
We’ve heard your decrepit cries for help, and have passed them on 
to classical Chinese medicine specialist and head honcho over at 
Nottingham’s community wellbeing centre, Tiger Boe. Kat Chu, 
in all her holistic, Agony-Aunt wisdom, is here with a few words 
of advice... 

Festive Advice with Tiger Boe

words: Kat Chu 
illustration: Rikki Marr

My new year’s resolution is to pack up the fags 
once and for all. I’ve promised to buy the kids a 
PlayStation if I’ve not chucked in the chimney 
sticks by March. Help. 

Okay, I’ve got this one sorted. I’m not too proud to mention that 
I’ve had an affiliation for the owd coffin nails myself, so I know 
what you're going through. It’s a good idea to replace bad habits 
with good, as life is about enjoyment and moderation, rather 
than pain and denial. You might want to think about looking into 
a few different things to help you fight the nicotine addiction: 
mindfulness and hypnotherapy are good ‘uns. Once you’ve got 
your energy back, take the kids out for the day, and hopefully 
they’ll stop bangin’ on about that PlayStation.

It was our turn to have the job-lot round for 
the big day last year, and when I was getting 
the turkey out the oven, I pulled my back out 
summat horrid. I’ve had a right rough time of it 
with a proper niggling pain... 

You’ve been doing too much, duck. Acupuncture is a great form 
of pain relief, as it treats pain at the root cause by encouraging 
the body to physically repair itself, as opposed to relying 
on meds, which often just mask the pain. Stimulating the 
acupuncture channels – or surgical pathways, as described in 
Western medicine – helps to balance and restabilise the body’s 
internal healing system. Acupoints, also known as critical 
junctions, allow us to send messages to the body to correct 
imbalances, both physical and mental. Massage is another 
option, as it relieves any tension and stress that you may have 
built up, allowing you to relax and heal. Get it sorted, and this 
year you’ll be able to carry the whole oven to the table, never 
mind the turkey.  
   

What with all the cold weather, dark nights, and the in-laws, the 
festive period is a struggle for me. I find myself feeling low and 
stressed out very easily...
 
I think you’ve got a touch of Seasonal Affective Disorder (S.A.D), and you’re not on your 
own there. In Chinese medicine, we view S.A.D as an indication that you’re out of sync 
with nature. 200 years ago, winter was hibernation time for us; we would have woken up 
with the sun and gone to bed at sundown. Nowadays, we have electric light and central 
heating, so we tend to ignore our bodies and burn the candle at both ends, especially 
during the festive season. All that joy and merriment can become pretty nauseating when 
you're feeling down.  
 
The best option is a sabbatical in Barbados, but if that’s not possible, get yourself booked 
in at the centre and we’ll help you to get you back in tune with the natural biorhythm, 
alleviating physical and emotional symptoms with things like energy work, reiki, and 
yoga. I also recommend getting your vitamin D levels checked by your GP or pharmacist. 
Unfortunately, I don’t have a solution for the in-laws, but I’m working on it.

Everyone I know has been struck down with a 
snotty, throaty, grizzly cold. The same fate cannot 
belie me. How can I give my immune system a kick 
up the arse so I stand half a chance?

Garlic in the answer. It loves everything our bodies hate and 
boosts your immune system. Try roasting some to make it a bit 
more palatable. Acupuncture is also great for coughs and colds 
and can flush out snot and phlegm like magic; it can activate the 
lungs and send energy to the organs, kicking out the cold and 
combatting the virus.

I’ve overdone it. I’ve been out on the lash since November, drank 
nothing but egg-nog, and all the late nights have left my skin dull as 
dishwater. I’m starting to look my age...

Well, firstly, you’d be better off bathing in the egg-nog than drinking it. Sounds like you're 
detoxing from some serious festive merriment, but there are ways to help your liver rid itself 
of the nasties. The best way to get rid of a hangover is to put some salt on your tongue for 
as long as you can handle without bringing the Baileys back up. This’ll draw the water from 
your body back up to your brain, et voila.
 
The skin is related to the lungs and large intestine in Chinese medicine, so make sure you 
wrap up warm, ease off the ciggies or the vape pen, and get some good bacteria in your gut. 
Again, acupuncture or acupressure could be an option, and at the centre we can advise you 
on what probiotic foods or supplements will be best for you. Plus, a bit of facial rejuvenation 
therapy will sort your sagging jowls out.

I’m so excited for Santa that I haven’t slept a whole night through for 
yonks. Is there anything I can do to calm mesen down?

You need to set up a sleep routine. Make sure all your electronics are outside the bedroom 
when you go to bed, stop drinking caffeine at lunch time and have a hot drink or a bath 
before bed. You should also try some simple breathing techniques. Inhale to the count of 
three and exhale to the count of three, that’ll drop you into peace mode and calm your mind 
right down. 
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Sam Heaton, Jack Bennett and Jack Clark have been wowing audiences as Eyre Llew with their orchestral take 
on post-rock since forming in August 2014. Their music has taken them on tour around the UK and Europe, as well 
recent dates in South Korea. Fresh from a headline show at Rescue Rooms, and having just released their debut 
album, they joined us for a chat about their musical endeavours... 

interview: Jenny Sneap 
photo: Emma Ford Davis

Can you explain the band’s name?
Sam: We were going through that awkward process of trying to come up with one, 
with all of us hating every suggestion. Then on a bus to London I saw a street 
that said “Eyre Avenue” and thought it was a really cool word, then later on I saw 
a poster for Inside Llewelyn Davis and thought “Llewelyn” was also a cool word. 
I started playing with the two words and eventually came up with Eyre Llew; I 
thought it had a nice ring to it. I looked in to the meaning of each word; “eyre” is an 
old French word for travelling and wandering, and “llewelyn” is Welsh for “lion” or 
“brave one”, so it effectively means “travelling lion” or “wandering brave one.”

How would you define your sound? It’s quite different to anything on the local 
music scene at the moment...
Sam: There are industry professionals that don’t know where to place us, but that’s 
also what’s been working for us. We’ve often found ourselves on lineups where 
we’re really dissimilar to who we play alongside. For example, the last time we 
played Rough Trade they described us as a “palate cleanser” because they had 
three metal bands on, and we were on in the midst of them all. 
Jack B: The easiest way to explain our sound is probably “ambient rock” and 
there’s not a lot of it going on in the UK as a whole, let alone in Nottingham. It’s not 
a popular genre, it’s quite niche but people seem to enjoy it.

Can you describe your songwriting process?
Jack B: Any one of us will come with an idea of a chord progression or a melody, 
or even something as simple as an effect on a guitar or piano, which will get the 
imagination going and from then it all happens very quickly. We tend to write very 
quickly, as songwriting can have a fruit-like nature to it; it can get ripe and good, 
and then it can start rotting. The longer you spend on a song, the more you risk 
that happening. 

Have you realised your musical ambitions from the start, or have they changed?
Jack C: Jack [Bennett] started off playing drums. I was playing bass.
Sam: I’ve always been on guitar.
Jack C: Then Jack [Bennett] went to piano, and guitar and I went to drums, which 
we stuck at for a while when writing our initial songs. After that, Jack wanted to 
play electric guitar, because we were getting into some effects. He’d never even 
played guitar before this band and I’d never played piano.
Sam: It’s like we’ve added extra layers to the band with exciting new instruments 
that we’d wanted to learn. 
Jack C: With the introduction of guitar, we took on a rockier sound for this album 
than any of the singles before it; it’s a bit livelier and I think that’s what we wanted 
for our shows.

Do you have a favourite song from the album?
Sam: We all love Edcar which we play towards the end of our set and always gets a 
good reception. Havoc means a lot as it was our first single to be released from the 
album and the first video, which we shot in Norway. The collaboration with all the 
artists who made that happen was a really enjoyable experience. 
Jack B: Songs like Opus 1, which is purely instrumental, doesn’t have a meaning in 
a literal sense but we all get something when we play it. It’s a personal favourite of 
mine as it seems people never really know how to sit with it when we bring it out at 
shows, and I like throwing people a curveball.
Jack C: We have a bonus track as well which is just a piano piece with very 
minimal production.

Jack B: It’s called Hello but it’s the last track on the album. We went to Lincolnshire 
to record the piano for the album over a weekend, sitting round it with some wine 
and a few mics. On the morning that we were packing up I was playing around and 
we came up with the idea for this track. The whole writing process for this song 
took five minutes, we decided to record it and that’s what finishes the album. 

Can you give us an insight into the album’s title track?
Sam: Atelo for the three of us means something different. It was one of the really 
early songs we wrote after all the singles. It’s about progression and moving 
on from something that you’ve been lingering over for a long time, it’s quite an 
optimistic song.
Jack B: The word “atelo” is actually short for the word “atelophobia” which is the 
fear of imperfection. When we wrote that song, we’d got to a certain point with 
the singles where people were listening to our music and we were being offered 
some good gigs knowing that we wanted to do an album. As we started writing the 
album, we realised that it was quite a big thing to do.

You’ve recently come back from tour in South Korea...
Jack B: The Korean audience was amazing. We were speaking to someone and they 
mentioned they hadn’t had a post-rock band in Korea for about four years. That is 
not to say they hadn’t heard it before, but it was something they experienced so 
infrequently. We did three shows in Busan when we were only actually there for 
one gig. After the first show the promoter asked if we could play his venue the next 
night, to which all the people from the first show turned up, and after that gig we 
got asked to do a third and the same thing happened.
Jack C: It just grew and grew. I only had two t-shirts with me because I only 
thought we were going to do one gig then come home, but we ended up staying 
there for four days.
Sam: If we didn’t have to go back to Seoul to play the festival that we initially went 
out there to do, I think we could have just kept going. 

What is the plan following the release of Atelo?
Sam: We’re going to Europe to do 25-day tour in ten different countries. In 2018, 
we’re doing a UK tour in early spring. We’ve had offers to play all over the world, 
including Japan, Taiwan and South Korea again, so I think 2018 for us is going to be 
nine months touring and three months trying to organise it, which is a really 
exciting place to be.
Jack C: And if we’ve got time, maybe we’ll write a bit more music.

Atelo, the debut album from Eyre Llew, is out now. 

eyrellew.com
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Ruth and Martin's Album Club is a blog that’s had runaway success. Guests including JK Rowling, 
Richard Osman and former leader of the Liberal Democrats Tim Farron, are asked to listen to an album 
for the first time, and wax lyrical about their thoughts on the bogger. A book has now been released 
featuring the best guests, so we sat down with founder Martin Fitzgerald to get the lowdown...

Each entry in Ruth and Martin's Album Club begins by asking the guest 
what their three favourite albums are, so it seemed only fair to pose this 
question to Martin. “Highway 61 Revisited, by Bob Dylan, Benji by Sun Kil 
Moon, and Perpetual Motion People by Ezra Furman.” Nice.

The idea for the blog came when Martin finally listened to Cassadega by 
Bright Eyes for the first time and, despite its earnest nature, enjoyed the 
album. He then sought out the biggest Bright Eyes fan that he knew, Ruth 
Lockwood, and asked her, "Why didn't you just sit me down and make me 
listen to that album at some point in the last ten years? It would have been 
the right thing to do." From there came the idea to make people listen to 
albums that they haven't heard before. But this wasn't just about getting 
people to listen to "classic" albums, nor was it about whether people liked 
the albums or not, Martin was "interested in their reasons for opting out, 
and what happened when they opted in."

When looking for guests, Martin was interested in "people that were good 
writers, or if there was a juxtaposition between who they were and the 
album they were going to listen to. Whether that's someone in the House 
of Lords listening to Public Enemy [Lord Stewart Wood] or an African-
American civil rights activist listening to The Beach Boys [Bonnie Greer]. 
I wanted people, by and large, who were aware of, and had a bit of love 
for, the project. I always felt they made better guests." Then, each week, 
the new guests brought along new followers and the whole thing grew 
organically, with Martin wanting everyone to feel like they were “part of 
the gang."

Each guest would be sent a shortlist of albums to choose from, but the 
preparation wasn't always a straightforward task, as Martin had to 
suggest some 200 albums to Ian Rankin before the author chose Madonna's 
eponymous debut. Martin says that Ian "has listened to more music that 
anyone I've ever come across in my life, and some of the stuff he’s heard is 
pretty obscure." 

Martin also wanted to challenge musical prejudices within the blog: 
“Young people don't listen to stuff from the fifties and sixties, because 
there’s a sense that it’s what their parents listened to and it’s not 
cool. I think that a lot of older people don’t listen to hip hop for the 
reverse reason."
 
The blog has so far featured a total of 82 guests, of which the best 
23 have been included in the book. Martin told me that the crown 
for both the best and the worst guest goes to Peter Hitchens, 
writer for The Mail On Sunday, who listened to The Kinks’ Are 
The Village Green Preservation Society. Hitchen’s original piece 
was too short, so Martin had to send him a follow-up email. What 
ensued was an incredible discussion about the sixties: “What 
he was writing was pure gold,” says Martin. “They became the 
postscript to his piece. I think it’s one of the best pieces in the book.”

One of the guests that got away was Mike Joyce, the former drummer 
from The Smiths. Martin wanted to get him to listen to Vauxhall & I, 
one of Morrissey's solo albums, and use it as a jumping off point to talk 
about the good times they had together in the band. However, he could 
only get through the album once as the memories of the court case 
between Joyce and Morrissey came back to mind, and the idea was 
scrapped because each guest had to listen to the album three times.
 
Martin also wrote about each of the albums, or the bands that made 
them. This is where the love and the joy of the book comes from, 
and we discover some amazing facts: Neil Young listened to the first 
playback of Harvest while floating on a lake; Stephen Malkmus from 
Pavement was a security guard; Flavor Flav only got into Public Enemy 
because he was good at "your mom" jokes; and in-between Bleach and 
Nevermind, Kurt Cobain and Kris Novoselic from Nirvana ran an office 
cleaning company. "I was into Nirvana when Bleach came out,” Martin 
adds, “but had I lived in Seattle, I could have got them to come round and 
clean the office. It was called Pine Tree Janitorial. Look it up. It's mad that 
they did that." 
 
There's also a wonderful piece on R.E.M., which isn't really about R.E.M. 
but the woman who formed them: Kathleen O'Brien. “She got them 
together, made them do their first gig, then made them do their second gig 
to pay back the money she lost on the first gig,” Martin adds. “She even 
made them change their name to R.E.M." And the story doesn’t end there, 
as one of the blog’s readers tracked Kathleen down. Kathleen emailed 
Martin and they would message each other regularly, with Kathleen telling 
him tales about the early adventures of R.E.M. Martin still can't believe it: 
"It was those things that along the way made me pinch myself and think, 
'How did that happen?'"

 One of the book’s highlights is the chapter on Setting Sons by The 
Jam, which points out the fact that the song Down in the Tubestation at 
Midnight makes no sense at all. Why does the wife have to stay up so late 
for dinner? Why is she opening wine and setting the table for a takeaway 
curry? "I think The Jam piece is really good for fans of The Jam who are 
slightly embarrassed by modern Paul Weller, and of mod culture and the 
sort of things that entails," says Martin. Someone sent a link to the article 
to Paul Weller's wife on Twitter, and she said that sometimes it's best not to 
analyse art. In Martin's words: "I wanted to avoid any sense of reverence."
 
The book is an amazing new entry into the world of music criticism, 
spicing up what can often be rather dry. Martin's passion for the albums 
that he writes about really leaps off the page. "I wanted my writing to 
deliberately not be nostalgic; there’s been thousands of articles written 
about these albums and I tried to keep it jovial and have a certain lightness 
of touch. I didn't want it to have the whiff of unaired rooms or cynicism, I 
wanted to tell adventure stories."

ramalbumclub.com

words: Gav Squires
illustration: Mark Leary
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You will need: 
 A LeftLion magazine 
 Hands

words: Emily Thursfield
photos: Georgianna Scurfield

Christmas don’t half put a strain on the owd poss strings. If 
you’re worried about being able to afford a full spread of nosh, 
all the decorations and enough presents for every second cousin 
in the family, fret no more. We’ve got you covered. Turn the 
fruits of our labour into your festive centrepiece and tick one 
more thing off the shopping list by turning this here rag into a 
miniature Christmas tree. You’re very welcome, duck.

If you can’t get enough of our Christmas crafting, or if you’re struggling 
to wrap your bonce around our instructions, we’ve made a festive 
video to show you lot how it’s done. If you keep those peepers open 
long enough, you might just spot a few familiar faces. Visit the LeftLion 
website to check it out.

leftlion.co.uk/christmas



Step One

Open the mag to the middle pages and bend 
them backwards until the spine breaks. Now 
turn back to the front cover of the mag.

Step Two 

Grab the top, right-hand corner of the first 
page and fold it inwards until it touches 
the spine. You should have made a triangle-
shaped flap. 

Step Three

Now, grab the bottom, right-hand corner of the 
triangle you just made, and fold it towards the 
bottom, left-hand corner of the magazine. It 
should now resemble a tie.

Step Four

Take the flappy bit that’s left at the bottom 
and fold it under the triangle, tucking it into 
the fold on the back of the page. It should 
now meet perfectly with the bottom of the 
mag, and each side of the triangle should 
be straight.

Step Five

Repeat steps two, three and four on every 
page of the mag. Yep, all 56 of them. Stick a 
film on or summat.

Step Six

Once you’ve folded the final page, fan them 
all around until you create a circular-bottomed 
tree shape. 

And there yer go! Now it’s time to decorate it 
as you see fit, or leave it to bask evermore in all 
its LeftLion glory. Happeh Crimbo, one and all. 





SanTale Claus
Stories from Nottingham’s Santas

words: Benjamin Knight
illustration: Rikki Marr

Christmas is coming! But do we ever spare a thought 
for those on the Christmas frontline? Those boys in 
red, patrolling the social clubs and superstore grottos 
in an effort to bring Christmas antics for all? We 
asked a bunch of Nottingham Santas to tell us about 
the most memorable experiences of their careers. 
Unfortunately none of them were very memorable, so 
we made a load up instead... 

“I’ll never forget the time Prancer chewed 
through his reins and ended up gallivanting 
about the city centre. He smashed up the 
front of Wok & Go, got in a scrap with a 
chihuahua, and managed to dislodge a load of 
tiles on West End Arcade’s roof. The council 
were not happy.” – Gordon, 60, Broxtowe
 

“I’ve been wee’d on. A 
lot.” – David, 51, Carlton

“I’m retired, but last year I got called up to take a place in 
the Broadmarsh grotto. It’d been so long since I’d donned 
the red suit, and I’ve eaten more than my fair share of mince 
pies since then, so the golden buttons were stretched to the 
absolute limit. As I was bending over to give a young girl a 
present the entire suit popped open. Her mum screamed, the 
boys in blue stormed in, and I’ve not been allowed to work 
with kids ever since.” – Mick, 75, Mapperley

“My most memorable 
Christmas was the year I met 
my husband. It’s not easy to 
chat someone up when you’re 
dressed like a maraschino 
cherry and surrounded by 
screaming kids, but I managed 
it.” – Roberta, 48, Sneinton
  

“I’ll never forget 2006. A 
little boy named Horace 
sat on my knee and said all 
he wanted for Christmas 
was for his mum to be 
happy. Next thing I 
know, I’m having 
breakfast with her 
in a Travelodge on 
the other side of 
Mansfield. She had 
a smile on her face, 
to say the least. I 
take my job very 
seriously.” 
– Terry, 42, 
Forest Fields

“Bit of a weird one. I was working a smaller grotto out in 
the square a while back when a small lad sat on my lap. 
‘What can I get you for Christmas, boy?’ I says to him. ‘It 
is not what you must give to me, Santa, but what I must 
give to you.’ And he produces a weird little golden cube 
from his back pocket, puts it in my hand, then runs away. 
‘That’s all well and good,’ I thought. ‘Stranger things have 
happened.’  
 

When I brought the cube home that night, I noticed 
it had weird little segmentations on it, kind of like 

a Rubik’s cube but a little heavier. I twisted and 
turned the sides until, suddenly, a little needle 
came out of the centre and pricked my finger. I 
was so shocked that I chucked the thing right 
across the room. 
 
While I was sucking the cut on my finger, I saw 
that the cube on the ground was beginning to 
unfold in flashes of red light and smoke. Then, 
standing there in the middle of my bedroom, was 
an unknowable Lovecraftian abomination with 

100 terrible tentacles and 1000 mouths all speaking 
at once: ‘I will reap discord unto this mortal plane.’ 

And just like that, the being shifted out of existence. I 
didn’t tell anybody at the grotto about that.” 
– Jonathan, 49, Sherwood
  

“This kid asked me for 
nitroglycerin once.”
 – James, 64, St Ann’s 

“I’d been to Rock City’s Big Christmas Night 
where everyone has to dress with a festive 
theme. I was well in, seeing as I could roll from 
grotto to Groove Town in my work get-up. I 
took a tab of acid off a fella dressed as Scrooge 
in the boys’ toilets, and spent the rest of the 
night crawling the walls. Next morning, I 
was up and at ‘em for another shift making 
ungrateful little mites’ Christmas dreams come 
true, but I was still taking a trip in the yellow 
submarine. This kid sat on my knee and I 
thought she was a four-headed crab. I ran for 
my bleedin’ life.” – Peter, 35, West Bridgford

 



Deviant Angel
Emporium

1 Hurts Yard, Nottingham, NG1 6JD

OPENING TIMES
10:30 - 17:30

Tuesday - Saturday

Alternative, Bizarre & Macarbe,
Curiosities, Collectables, Taxidermy,

Jewellery, Gifts and Clothing.

Like and follow us on Facebook
/theDeviantangel

Check out our products on Etsy
Search “DeviantAngelEmporium” on Etsy.com



It’s easy to get bogged down in the conveyor belt of tax-dodging chain shops in the UK. You 
know the story: it’s a few days before Crimbo and you’re wading through the Market Square 

gaggles, with oodles of ornamental cats and willy-shaped salt shakers spilling out of your 
arms. Don’t worry, we’ve all been there duck.  

 
This year, you can pack in the panic buys and consult our handy guide to the best 

independent makers, doers and sellers in Nottingham. That’s right, we’ve rounded up some 
of the top creative establishments in the city, and have highlighted a few of their top buys to 

stuff in yer nan’s stocking. Argos? Do one.



Craft + Culture 
Fair
Saturday 9 December
12pm – 5pm

www.nae.org.uk  |  info@nae.org.uk  |  0115 9248630  |  39-41 Gregory Blvd  |  NG7 6BE

Image credits:  
Veronica Barnes (right)
Just a Few Pretty Things (top)
Hannah Money Designs (bottom)

Perfect for festive shopping! 
Makers, designers and 
performers from across the 
local community showcase their 
talents. Now in its third year, 
our much loved Craft + Culture 
Fair will capture the vibrancy of 
our culturally rich city. Pick up 
a festive gift, try some delicious 
street food in our café and keep 
the younger ones entertained 
with live music, performances 
and our drop in creative 
workshops. 

FREE ENTRY



Pop Press

Here’s one place you can see a vintage 
treadle letterpress in action. Pop Press 
showcase illustrated, printed and useful 
goods from prints to soaps and pins to 
totes, with everything made in the UK by 
a selection of illustrators and designers. 

14 St James’s Street, NG1 6FG 
pop-press.co.uk

Deviant Angel Emporium

The Notts hotspot for alternative, bizarre 
and macabre curiosities. It’s two floors 
of collectables, jewellery, taxidermy, 
clothing and gifts, and they also house 
what’s probably the East Midland’s 
largest range of corsets. 

1 Hurts Yard, NG1 6JD
facebook.com/thedeviantangel 

Delilah Fine Foods 

A truly beloved, traditional delicatessen sat 
smack-bang in the heart of the city centre. 
Stocked with unique foodstuffs from around 
the world, their deli also boasts a relaxed, 
cafe-style food bar where you can taste, 
buy and dine. After all, you need a break 
from all that selfless shopping...

12 Victoria Street, NG1 2EX
delilahfinefoods.co.uk

The Little Red Gallery 
This place is the little sister to the 
galleries in Lincoln and Stamford, but is 
home to the brand new Modern Masters 
exhibition. You’ll find works from Dali, 
Picasso and Warhol as well as a unique 
selection of contemporary artwork. Hey, 
big spender.

19 - 21 Exchange Arcade, NG1 2DD
thelittleredgallery.co.uk

White Rose
These two sister charity shops have got 
everything from clothes to accessories, 
and it’s all hand-picked so you’re guaran-
teed to find something stylish. Plus, you’ll 
be supporting The Aegis Trust; an organi-
sation that works to prevent genocide 
and mass atrocities all over the globe.

Gifts:
 Cuff Link Sets, £2.95
Dinner Shirt (Pronuptia) £4.95
Earrings, £2.95 - £4.95
Bracelets and Necklaces, £2.95 - £6.95
Men’s and Ladies’ Shoes, £8.95 - £24.95

2 Broad Street, NG1 3AL 
16 Goosegate, NG1 1FF
whiteroseshop.co.uk

The Music Inn
They’ve got new and pre-owned 
instruments, including guitars, acoustics, 
basses, drums, PA, folk instruments, 
spares, and can repair and set up your 
music machines in-house. Plus, if you 
need to hire PA systems and backline 
equipment, this is the place.

28 - 34 Alfreton Road, NG7 3NG
themusicinn.co.uk

FOR MORE INSPIRATION VISIT: 
ITSINNOTTINGHAM.COM

Cheesy Teatowel (Stuart Gardiner) £10

TIDY 
(CT Workshop) £14

Letterpressed  
Notebooks, £7

Christmas Pudding 1lb, £10.99

Alesis Electric 
Drum Kit, £229

M-audio Studio Pack (M-Audio) £169

Classical Guitar 4/4 
(Pure Tone) £24.99

Men’s and Ladies’ Shoes, £8.95 - £24.95

Cuff Link Sets, 
£2.95

Watches, £4.95

Cat in the Hat (Nemesis Now) £20

Hanging Bat Kilt Pin 
Brooch, £8

Beauty and the Beast 
Living Dead Doll 
(Mezco Toys) £65

Christmas Savoury 
Snack Cracker, £25

Award Winning 
Hamper, £75+

 Henri Toulouse 
Lautrec Circus series, 
1899 Lithograph, £185

Marilyn  
(Andy Warhol) £2000

Green Man Edge Sculpture, SOLD



FOR MORE INSPIRATION FROM NOTTINGHAM 
INDEPENDENTS VISIT: ITSINNOTTINGHAM.COM

Brew Cavern
A specialist craft beer bottle shop 
stocking a range of local, national 
and international craft beers, bottle-
conditioned real ales and ciders. They 
source speciality beers from around the 
globe and the best from brewers across 
the East Midlands. 

9 Flying Horse Walk, NG1 2HN
brewcavern.co.uk

Dukki 
This regional dialect gift shop is all 
abaht Nottingham. They’ve got gifts and 
homeware emblazoned with well-loved 
local phrases like “Ayya masht, duck?”, 
that make for the perfect souvenir present 
for long-distance fam. If you’re after 
summat that screams home comforts, 
Dukki is the one, yoof.

18 St. James’s Street, NG1 6FG
dukkigifts.co.uk

Handmade Nottingham
These guys are dedicated to showcasing 
local creative talent. Handmade 
Nottingham curate the best designers and 
makers to create a real treasure trove of 
stuff and bits. Starting life as a Christmas 
pop-up back in 2014, they’ve now become 
a proper brick and mortar shop. Well in.

16a St James’s Street, NG1 6FG
handmadenottingham.com

Made in Nottingham
The folk here bring together the goods 
of over forty different local businesses, 
and everything is inspired, created and 
crafted by or in the city of Notts. There’s 
so much to find in store, with products 
ranging from homeware to men’s clothing.

 
Main Mall, intu Broadmarsh, NG1 7LB
madeinnottm.co.uk

Ice Nine
Tekkin a wander round Ice Nine is 
nothing short of a magical experience. 
You can find all the equipment you’ll 
need to adorn your altar; top quality 
silver jewellery to give your bezzie 
for Crimbo; and some rather naughty 
grown-up toys that are kept strictly in 
the basement...

9 - 13 Goosegate, NG1 1FE
icenine.co.uk

Forty Two Skateboard Shop
Nottingham’s number one skateboarding 
shop boasts the largest selection of decks 
and clothing from the biggest and best 
skateboarding brands. With over 300 
decks in stock, plus complete skateboards 
for proper reasonable prices, you’re 
bound to find the perfect present for your 
younger brother. 

19 Victoria Street, NG1 2EW
fortytwoshop.co.uk

Gigi Bottega
If you’re after some quality pieces from 
designer and contemporary brands, this 
one’s for you. Gigi Bottega is a boutique 
that stocks products from high-quality 
Italian brands and well-loved labels like 
Stella McCartney and Valentino. Fancy. 

15 Flying Horse Walk, NG1 2HN
gigibottega.co.uk

Nottingham Contemporary
As soon as you enter ‘Tempreh, you can 
clock the work of innovative and unusual 
designers and makers that make for 
truly unique gifts. With buyers taking 
inspiration from current exhibitions, 
artists they’ve worked with, and 
Nottingham heritage, you’re bound to 
find summat. 

Weekday Cross, NG1 2GB
nottinghamcontemporary.org 

Ideas on Paper 
A haven of independent titles – covering 
everything from food and travel, to 
graphic design and fashion – are 
presented as both magazines and 
coffee-table books. There’s loads of brain 
stimulation available, so go get you and 
your cronies inspired for the new year. 

Cobden Chambers, NG1 2ED
ideasonpapernottingham.co.uk

The Tokenhouse
An all-round gift good ‘un, selling a wide 
variety of contemporary and traditional 
greetings cards, gift wrap, soft toys, 
pottery, books, stationery, Christmas 
decorations, and just about everything 
you could possibly want for the festive 
season. A one-stop wonder.

39 - 41 Bridlesmith Gate, NG1 2GN 
@thetokenhouse

Nottingham City Guitars
Hoodtown’s very own vintage guitar 
emporium and workshop. Selling used 
and vintage guitars, as well as all 
those hard-to-find, quality accessories, 
Nottingham City Guitars also run 
workshops that’ll teach you how to 
repair and refinish your guitar.

7 Woolpack Lane, NG1 1GA
nottinghamcityguitars.com

Forever Records
An independent record shop sitting right 
in the heart of Nottingham. Specialising 
in vinyl, Forever Records stock the best 
new releases, classic albums, indie 
exclusives and quality second-hand 
plates. They proper love music. It is 
forever, after all. 

2a Cobden Chambers, NG1 2ED
forever-records.com

3 Bottle Gift Set, £12 - £20

Black Iris 4 Pack 
(Black Iris) £20.10

Mulled Wine Mug 
(Two For Joy 

Illustration) £12

Guilt Edged Playing 
Cards (Luxx) £17.99

Nike SB Dunk High 
Pro Obsidian-White 

£85

Thrasher Flame 
Hooded Sweatshirt 

£65

Cornelie Deer Brooch 
(Big Metal) £8.95

Steampunk Style 
Jewellery (Timeless 
Curiosity) £12.50+

Left Lion Pedal T Shirt 
(Lazy Bass) £20 

Shiny Mistletoe Pin 
(Annie Dornan Smith) 

£7.50

Christmas 
Duckorations, £2.50+

Dukki Calendars, £9+
Mash and Vanilla Barley 

Wine (The Bruery) 
£31.20

Limited Edition Framed Prints 
(Art of Ian Jones) £20

Polar Bear Decoration (Rare Folk) £7 Candles (Nottingham Candle Company) £9+

Motley Crue Vibrator (Paradice) £24.99 Complete Skateboard (Tricks) £55

Falabella Tote (Stella McCartney) £720

Sorpasso Sunglasses 
(Spektre) £165

Zoo-wallet (Balvi Gifts) 
£7.50

Fathers, £12

David Bowie - A New 
Career in a New 

Town, £200

Black Sabbath - The 
Ten Year War, £215

Cornell Romany 12 
 Guitar Amplifier, £1150

Unicorn Lavatory 
Mist (Blue Q) £8.99

Christmas Bitsy 
Bunny (Jellycat) £13

Rucksack, £10

Gamer Kit (Technology 
Will Save Us) £65.99

Love Bag (Pinko) £305

Frida Heart Brooch 
(Iris De La Torre) £20

Pressing Matters, £10 Ho! Ho! Ho! Candle (Lilyflame) £9

Nemphasis Tentacles Power Supply, £95 Tote Bag, £4

Bare Knuckle 
Telecaster Set, £148



Hannah Sawtell Illustration
A freelance illustrator creating limited 
edition prints, self-published books and 
cards, as well as bespoke commissions. 
Hannah likes to begin her work with line 
drawings before experimenting with dif-
ferent processes, and her designs feature 
everything from Nottingham scenery to 
prints of flower wreaths. 

Unit 34, Sneinton Market, NG1 1DW
hannahsawtell.co.uk

The Shop at Sneinton Market
In the heart of the market, The Shop 
boasts locally-made and designed art 
and crafts at affordable prices. Have a 
peruse around the place and you’ll find 
jewellery, homeware, textiles, glass, 
woodwork, original art and prints. 

10 - 12 Gedling Street, NG1 1DS
facebook.com/sneintonmarketshop 

Helena Tyce Designs
A weird and wonderful mix of cards, 
prints, homewares and clothing, rooted in 
tradition but always with a contemporary 
twist. Music and verse is at the heart 
of much of what they do: from nursery 
rhymes through to hip hop, with a bit of 
Buddhism thrown in for good measure. 

Studio 32, NG1 1DW
helenatycedesigns.com 

Art of Football 
These guys create hand-crafted designs 
that capture the energy of that magical 
kick of a football. They specialise in 
prints and t-shirts, but also have wallets 
and hats, and even expand to boxing and 
rugby in their art works. Each design is 
thoughtfully made, and would be perfect 
for the football lover in the fam.

Unit 17, NG1 1DS
art-of-football.com

Curious?
This lot have got a huge range of artist-led 
workshops you can check out, with house 
artists including Sarah Manton, Jessica 
Kemp from JAK in The Green, and Sarah 
Sewell from Wildgoose Designs. On top of 
all that good stuff, Curious? create 
wondrous artworks in paper and textiles.  

Studios 20 - 22, NG1 1DU
curiousnottingham.co.uk

The Watered Garden
A shop full of the weirdest and most 
wonderful house plants and quirky 
terrariums. Filled with colourful greenery 
and tiny cacti, they’re bound to make a 
perfect gift. If you fancy having a go at 
making your own leafy creation, then 
check out their regular workshops.  

30 - 31 Freckingham Street, NG1 1DQ. 
@thewateredgarden

30   leftlion.co.uk/issue96

Rainbow Rooftops, £25/£45

Victoria Park, £15/£30 Votes for 
Women!, £25/£50

Mandala Decorated Plant Pot  
(Hannah Money Designs) £30

8’ Necklace (Bden 
Glass Ltd) £45

Book Clock (The 
Forgotten Library) £18

Coaster, £3.95

Mum OBE  
Christmas Card,£2.95

You’ll Do Mug, 
£9.50

Mist Rolling In Print, £9.99 - £49.99

They Think it’s All Over 
Print, £9.99-£49.99

Redemption 
T-Shirt, £25

Brian Clough Hand Papercut 
(Sarah Manton) £50

Free Machine 
Embroidered Heart 

(Wildgoose Designs) £5

Silk Painted Parasol 
(JAK in The Green) To 

Commission

Bauble Terrarium, £11

Lola Vase 
Terrarium, £29

Grace-Globe 
Terrarium, £29



Stewarts of Trent Bridge

After graduating from Nottingham Trent 
University with a fine art degree, Kent-born 
Liam Woodgates decided to stick around, 
and opened up Hopkinson Vintage, Antiques 
and Arts Centre in August 2011. 

Inspired by visiting Brighton's Snoopers 
Paradise and Manchester's Afflecks Palace, 
he set out to create his very own vintage, 
antique and art destination for the city. 
With a big dream, not much money and 
a lot of help along the way, Hopkinson has 
grown into the wonderland we all know 
and love today.

You can find almost anything there. There are 
dealers that sell fun and random bric-a-brac 
that you might find at a car boot sale, as well 
as dealers who sell second-hand clothes at 
bargain prices. At the other end of the scale 
are high-end collectables, vintage clothing, 
rare antiques and valuable jewellery, as well 
as upcycled furniture, bespoke handmade 
pieces and unique art. It’s a proper hive of all 
sorts and it’s constantly evolving.

Throughout the four floors of the building, 
Hopkinsons have over 100 dealers who rent 
space to flog their wares in the shop, as 
well as collecting and stocking some spaces 
themselves. Pricing varies depending on the 
floor, but sellers can rent a cabinet for just 

£35pcm or floor space from £2.50 per square 
foot, based on a 10% commission on sales.

And in the basement level of the store, 
there’s the The Wonderland Café. As the 
name suggests, the independent cafe has 
got an Alice in Wonderland theme, and it’s 
a lot of fun; with cream tea served by the 
Queen of Hearts and the Mad Hatter alike. 
Plus, you can get your portrait snapped in 
Howie’s Vintage Photo Booth down there.
 
They’ve got a good heart over at Hopkinson 
too, and this year they’re holding an auction 
to raise money for Framework. Get down for 
a glass of mulled wine, a nibble on a mince 
pie, and bid on some of the extravagant 
items in store, as well as on sessions in the 
Little Vintage Beauty Parlour. They’re also 
collecting unwanted teddy bears and toys to 
send to refugee children. How good’s that?
 
Visit the Hopkinson website and social media 
pages for more upcoming information about 
the auction. 
 
Hopkinson’s Vintage, Antique and Crafts 
Fair takes place on Sunday 3 December, from 
11am, in the Wonderland Cafe. 

hopkinson21.co.uk

These are the boggers responsible for 
those delightful lattes at Blend cafe. In 
their attempt to get more people drinking 
better coffee, Stewarts develop and 
roast their own blends to sell along with 
various homebrewing equipment. 

Unit 31, NG1 1DW
stewartscoffees.co.uk

Corrina Rothwell  
Art & Illustration
A great place to grab funny, illustrated 
greeting cards, prints and other stuff, like 
coasters and tea towels. Corrina also has 
a range of tongue-in-cheek Christmas 
cards, plus colourful cat prints based on 
her original paintings, all available online.

Unit 32, Avenue C, NG1 1DW.  
corrinarothwell.co.uk

Startled Cat Cushion, £28

Flowers Coaster, £4 Apostrophe Rage 
Tea Towel, £9.50

6-Month Coffee 
Subscription Gift Set, £60

Coffee Taster 
Pack, £12

Pour-over Coffee Set (Hario) £30



19-21 Exchange Arcade
Nottingham

thelittleredgallery.co.uk
art@thelittleredgallery.co.uk

The Little Red Gallery is popping up in
the Exchange Arcade this Christmas! 

We have a huge range of original artworks
and limited edition prints from the

Modern Masters to contemporary and local artists.

Visit us today to fall in love with art.

Lowry, Warhol, Dali, Picasso, Matisse,
Toulouse-Lautrec, Lichtenstein, Moore, Miro

and many more!



The Creative Quarter was set up by Nottingham City Council in 2012 to help create jobs and economic growth in 
the east of the city: the Lace Market, Hockley, BioCity and Sneinton Market all included. Now that former CEO Kathy 
McArdle has handed the reins over to Stephen Barker, we thought we’d hit him up to see what his plans are with 
the organisation... 

interview: Jared Wilson 
photo: Curtis Powell 

First off, can you explain what the Creative Quarter actually is? There appears 
to be a bit of confusion. Is it a geographical area? Or a company that supports 
creative businesses?  
It’s both. And more. The Creative Quarter is an area of Nottingham that was originally 
defined as part of Nottingham’s City Deal with the government. I don’t think the 
boundary is as important as it has been. In the past, it has seemed to exclude some, 
and I want all creative businesses and creative individuals to feel they have a stake in 
it. You can’t contain creativity in a single place, nor can you corral creative businesses 
into one part of the city. By necessity, some things are only available within the 
boundary, but our mission is broader. 
 
How does the organisation benefit Nottingham? 
We want to encourage creative businesses to start and grow in Nottingham, and we 
want creative people to find plenty of job opportunities available locally. We also want 
students – particularly at NTU, as it’s directly involved with the CQ – to find career 
opportunities, and to contribute to our economy and community. 

The Creative Quarter provides business support services to creative organisations right 
across the D2N2 Local Enterprise Partnership area. The Big House project we deliver 
with seven partner organisations supports the start-up and growth of businesses in 
the creative and digital industries across Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire, generating 
more wealth for local benefit. Increasingly, we have a role in what’s called placemaking; 
with the City Council and NTU, we’re creating a part of Nottingham that’s attractive to 
people who want to study creative subjects and work in creative businesses, as well as 
people who want to set up those businesses.

That means making the Creative Quarter a place that looks and feels right. We need 
to offer a lifestyle as much as a place to work or study, so we’ll continue to improve 
the environment, and support the start-up and growth of the kind of retail and leisure 
businesses that support a creative economy, and boost the area’s cultural appeal. 
We’ll be working with property owners to create more space for creative businesses to 
flourish, and we’ll be working with Marketing NG to promote the Creative Quarter as 
an investment destination to creative businesses and development investors in the UK 
– London especially – as well as overseas. 
 
Tell us a bit about the work you’ve done before this role… 
I came to Nottingham to go to what was then Trent Poly in 1985, and I’ve spent most 
of the thirty years since here. Once upon a time, before LeftLion even, Nottingham had 
a listings magazine called Overall There is a Smell of Fried Onions, and I was involved 
in that. In the early nineties, I managed a shop on Goosegate that sold futons and I 
worked for the City Council as a small-business advisor at Lenton Business Centre.  
 
Later, I was the Communications Manager for the building of the first tramline and as 
Director of Communications and Marketing at the City Council I was responsible for the 
Cleaner, Safer, Proud of Nottingham branding. I’ve also worked in agriculture; driving 
tractors and milking cows. And I’ve been lucky enough to spend a few years travelling. 
 
Can you explain to us how the CQ is funded, and how the money is spent? 
The Creative Quarter is jointly funded by Nottingham City Council and Nottingham 
Trent University, and we also get management fees for some of the project work we 
do. Most of what we have is used to match the EU funding we get to deliver the Big 
House services. We are a small team operating from a simple office at Sneinton Market 
Avenues, and we don’t have a lot of what you might call “spending money.” 
 
Can you tell us about the work of your predecessor Kathy McArdle? She was in post 
for four years; what did she achieve during her time at the CQ and how do you plan 
to build on her work?
Kathy did a great job in creating the identity of the Creative Quarter and bringing 
the community together with some great events; lots of businesses have benefitted 
from support services and there have been some significant improvements to the 
streetscene. My role is to lead it onto the next level and to have more economic impact. 
I’m working on a five-year plan: we want to help NTU’s creative campus grow, we 
want to see some key buildings brought back into use, and more clustering of creative 
businesses. Hopefully we’ll attract some significant investments and see an upturn in 
the number of jobs created. 

Of course, Brexit will have happened in that time. Creative jobs are easily relocated 
– all the more reason to make them stick in Nottingham – and the Big House project 
is funded with European money, so by the end of 2019 the Creative Quarter may be a 
differently shaped organisation.
 
What can you offer to fledgling creative businesses just starting out? 
We can help people to understand if running a business is right for them, and help them 
prepare properly before getting started. Once up and running, we can provide advice 
and learning opportunities that help people to get off to the right start and avoid some 
common obstacles. Most of this support comes in the form of contact with experts and 
advisors, plus there are some grant and loan opportunities.

I think it’s important that people understand our primary mission is job creation. 
That does mean jobs for individual creatives and makers, but we’re also looking for 
businesses that have real growth potential, that might employ two people now, twenty 
people next year and a couple of hundred the year after that. That means businesses 
involved in sectors as wide-ranging as gaming, financial technology, digital technology, 
and the life sciences. 
 

It took a long time for the units in Sneinton Market Avenues to fill up, and now the 
place is looking a bit more lively. Can you explain why the units were empty for 
so long? 
The Avenue units were difficult to let initially because of European funding restrictions 
around direct selling that have now been relaxed to allow the sale of products made on 
the premises. The units are now full; they’re not all occupied as yet, but tenants have 
been found for all of them and we’re now having to turn people away.  
 
There are a lot of great things happening in the area: Blend is a fabulous coffee shop; 
the Fox & Grapes has just opened; the Nottingham Craft Ale festival is coming next 
year; and we’re starting a new market soon. I think, by next summer, a lot more of us 
will be spending quite a bit of our leisure time down the Avenues or in Sneinton Square. 
Largely, that will be down to us at the Creative Quarter and our tenants at the Avenues, 
but it will also be because the – as yet undeveloped – Avenues near the square have 
been bought by a private developer who has some really exciting plans to create an 
events space, retail and food outlets, and buildings for both student and live-work 
accommodation.  
 
This developer has had a positive impact elsewhere in the Creative Quarter; he owns 
the buildings that house Rough Trade, Bar Iberico and The Angel Microbrewery among 
others, and his plans for Sneinton are at the public consultation stage now. 
 
What do you want the legacy of the Creative Quarter to be? 
I want it to be known as one of the best places in the country to start and grow a 
creative business. I want it to be a fun place to learn, to live and to work, and I want 
Nottingham to have the reputation for creativity that it deserves. There shouldn’t be any 
reasons to have to leave, so the legacy must be more jobs and opportunities for people 
born and bred in Nottingham, as well as those who want to come and live here. 
 
Is there anything else you wanted to say? 
If you see me around and you want to talk about the Creative Quarter, please speak to 
me or email me. I’ll be holding some open consultation events in the new year. Please 
do come along. 
 
If you’d like to get in touch with Stephen via email, drop him a line on 
stephen@creativequarter.com 
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Embankment | 282-284 Arkwright St | Nr Trent Bridge | NG2 2GR
www.castlerockbrewery.co.uk/the-embankment

a l l  a t 

[31 december ]
[join us from 8pm]

a glass of prosecco 
on arrival & another 
for the toast to 2018

3 COURSE BUFFET 

LIVE MUSIC from
FRED’S HOUSE

70s west coast 
folk-rock 

with a 
modern edge

www.fredshousemusic.co.uk

tickets £40 • early bird tickets £36*

ON SALE NOW AT www.castlerockbrewery.co.uk/the-embankment

[join us from 8pm]

tap takeover 
& tasting 

07.12.17
7-11PM

EXCLUSIVE PRESENTATION & TASTING
FOUR BEERS + BREWDOG’S LONE WOLF GIN

TAPAS + BREWDOG MERCH PRIZE DRAW
...FOLLOWED BY

10% OFF ALL BEERS ON THE DISPENSARY 
CRAFT KEG WALL + LIVE MUSIC 

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE TAPAS DISHES 

T I C K E T S  £ 1 5  •  O N  S A L E  N O W  A T 
W W W . C A S T L E R O C K B R E W E R Y . C O . U K / T H E - E M B A N K M E N T

break up for

chr istmas
fri . 15 .dec

the most festive
  party in 
   all the 
   land

[7pm



Having called last orders for the final time as Peggers, the Sneinton Market pub on Southwell Road stood dormant for over 
a decade. Now, Castle Rock have reopened the premises under its former name, the Fox & Grapes. We popped down to get 
the skinny on the pub’s extensive history – including the infamous Pretty Windows unsolved murder case of 1963 – from 
Castle Rock’s Lewis Townsend and Danny Semak…

Peggers Relief
For the opening of the Fox & Grapes, Lewis Townsend – Head of Marketing at Castle 
Rock – has turned amateur historian, digging deep into the Nottinghamshire Archives for 
information on the pub’s chequered past. When I meet him at the bar, he’s armed with 
blueprints, news cuttings and records, going all the way back to the pub’s very beginnings. 

“The first mention of the deed that acknowledged the pub as owning the site was by a J 
Smith in 1830,” Lewis says. “Although I did find an earlier mention of a burglary here in a 
newspaper from 1828. So it’s quite difficult to pinpoint the pub’s opening. 

“It used to be called The Fox, then it was the Fox Pub and Vaults, and Southwell Road used 
to be called Old Glasshouse Street, which made my job researching the pub a bit harder. 
The pub held a Market and Fairs licence, which meant that it could open at 5am for market 
traders as well as general customers. My research suggests that it was a working-class 
boozer, and would have stayed that way until after it became Peggers, and even up to now. 
In 1839, the Working Men’s Association used to meet here.” 

Now operated by Nottingham’s Castle Rock Brewery, the pub also has history with the 
former “Big Two” of Nottingham beer: Shipstone’s and Home Ales. Lewis explains: “This 
used to be a Carrington Brewery pub in the 1800s, then Shippos took it over when they 
bought Carrington Brewery in 1898. Carrington Brewery was established in 1832, and it 
was apparently famous in Nottingham for its excellent porter. Carrington continued to 
trade on a small scale until 1906, but then everything stopped and Shipstone’s owned this 
building from then onwards. I need to do some more digging as I can’t be sure when Home 
Ales acquired it, but at some point in the mid-to-late twentieth century, it became a Home 
Ales pub.” 

I ask if Lewis has uncovered any stories of the pub in its heyday, and he replies that 
he’s actually found quite a history of debauchery at the Fox & Grapes. He has a stack of 
newspaper reports from “petty sessions” – now the magistrates’ courts – referring to 
various minor offences discussed in court, such as men found drunk and disorderly, and 
maybe fined a quid or so, which add colour to the pub’s history. 

“This one is quite funny, until you realise that somebody died,” Lewis begins intriguingly, 
recounting a report of a customer, John Bingham, showing another drinker, Philip Shaw, 
who was also “in liqour”, a fateful trick that resulted in a dislocated neck and death for Mr 
Shaw. “He’s basically given him a piggyback and then thrown him over the top of his head. 
This strikes me as the sort of stuff that occasionally happened here; probably just general 
1800s debauchery.” 

There was more wholesome fun to be had at the pub, too: “They used to hold regular 
gooseberry competitions, where everyone grows their own gooseberries and gets 
judged and ranked and rated. It’s quite odd,” Lewis adds. “It was clearly the central hub 
of Sneinton Market back in the day, and one thing I’ve noticed is lots of people said 
the market was a big melting pot of different people; there was that sense of everyone 
coming together.”

Talk turns to the more grisly subject of the “Pretty Windows” murder, the still unsolved 
case of publican George Wilson’s violent demise outside his pub on the night of 8 
September 1963. Locals gave the pub the unofficial title The Pretty Windows due to the 
pub’s ornate fenestration. 

“We were really keen not to sensationalise the murder in any way, but we always wanted 
to acknowledge it,” says Lewis. “We’re still in the process of trying to acquire the 
newspaper article so we can frame it. There were a couple of things I dug up; two days 
after the murder, the Birmingham City Mail reported that George Wilson’s dog Blackie may 
have bitten the attacker, so they sent out a call for people to look out for anyone who had 
been bitten by a dog. Also, apparently there was a guy wearing a pale suit who was seen 
lurking around and knocking on the doors of the pub at around 11.30pm, so there was a call 
for people to identify him as well. 

“Like anything, there are all sorts of rumours as to who did it, with one being that it was a 
competitor. But I think if you did just want to get somebody out of the game, you probably 
wouldn’t stab him thirteen times; there was clearly a huge sense of malice behind it. It’s 
really quite sketchy in terms of getting information about it though. We know that a man 
was questioned about a month afterwards, and he was considered to be a big suspect, but 
then he was released. The cold case was opened about four years ago and apparently the 
response was great,” Lewis adds. 

Despite the chilling crime, evidence suggests that business carried on as normal at the 
pub after the murder. “It became Peggers in the late eighties or early nineties,” Lewis 
continues. “The wholesale market here started in 1850-ish, but it relocated to Meadow 
Lane in the late 1990s, and that was widely seen as the nail in the coffin for Peggers, as that 
was the thing that brought a lot of footfall to the pub. It finally shut in 2004. A lot of these 
units were empty for ages, and now it’s like the trendiest place to be in Nottingham.” 

That brings us forward to the present day incarnation of the Fox & Grapes, which opened 
again after more than a decade in September 2017 under Castle Rock. It’s the Nottingham 
brewery’s 23rd venture, and they’ve tried to maintain the traditional aspect of the pub 
while also modernising it, says Fox & Grapes manager Danny Semak: “We’ve kept 
everything as original as possible, but just brought it forward into the 21st century. The 
layout’s pretty much the same. We try to stay in-keeping with the whole Castle Rock ethos 
of making somewhere welcoming, with good beer.” 

“We have a big range of spirits and drinks: eight real ales, five craft lines, and a fridge full 
of craft and Belgian beers. Food-wise, it's a bit of a cupboard of a kitchen, but we have a 
pizza oven and jacket potato oven, and they seem to be going down very well. It’s good, 
simple, honest food,” Danny adds.

“The back bar setup is all from when it was Peggers, the bar’s pretty much the same, it’s 
just been shortened a bit,” Danny explains. “Layout-wise we haven’t done a lot – new 
tables and chairs, a lick of paint here and there – we’ve just brought it up to date more than 
anything. It’s a pub at the end of the day, and pubs are timeless things. They’re really good 
at one thing and that’s bringing people together for a drink and being that social hub.”

Unfortunately, no relics were unearthed when doing up the pub… “A couple of old fag 
packets and bottles in the cellar, but that’s about it really.”

As well as being fed and watered, punters can expect entertainment in the form of live 
music nights, something which was a mainstay of Peggers, with many Nottingham bands 
cutting their teenage rock teeth in the sticky-floored bar. “We just did our first event as an 
extension of the Hockey Hustle, which was kind of surreal,” Danny says. “When the first 
band went on, I looked up and thought ‘This is the first band that have played in Peggers in 
thirteen years, this is a landmark!’ People really enjoyed it, so we’re going to keep doing it 
on a semi-regular basis.”

The pub opening ties in with the wider regeneration of Sneinton Market and the Creative 
Quarter, and Danny is keen to be a part of the growing community there. Handily, the new 
LeftLion office is slap bang next door, too. Danny says: “The whole area’s gone through 
regeneration, all the units are filled now and there’s talk of some of the warehouses being 
revamped as well, so it’s going to continue to grow. The first time I came and parked here, I 
was gobsmacked at how nice it is now. It’s that kind of place that’s got a real buzz about it, 
and it’s an exciting thing to be a part of.” 

And customers have been responding well to the new pub on the block since its opening. 
“The reception has been really good, we’ve had very positive feedback,” Danny says. “It’s 
been a real mix of people, which I was hoping for. There have been people who knew the 
pub as Peggers; people who knew it as the Fox & Grapes and can remember things like 
the George Wilson incident happening; ex-police officers telling me stories about how they 
used to come down after their night shift at 5am and sink a few beers; people on their way 
to work in the morning, who would sink three or four pints and then go and drive a cab or a 
bus all day.”

Clearly different times, then, and with many pubs still closing down by the day, it’s 
refreshing that the Fox & Grapes is bucking the trend and bringing back such a historic 
cornerstone of the community. 

castlerockbrewery.co.uk

’

words: Shariff Ibrahim
illustration: Feargus Stewart
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  Every morning on my way to the ‘Lion office, I walk past Blend’s massive windows and 
stare longingly at the chocolate croissants standing proudly on the counter. But there’s 
much more than lattes and pastries to get stuck into at this place.

It was a day off work, so naturally things were kicked off with a boozy hot chocolate 
(£3.50). I went for the amaretto one, served with a generous helping of mini marshmallows 
and honestly, I can’t recommend it enough. I don’t care what anyone says, when something 
tastes that good, it’s never too early to start drinking. My companion chose a matcha latte 
(£2.50), a bitter-yet-sweet green tea concoction. I stole a sip and wasn’t the biggest fan, 
but there were no complaints from the fella. 

When it came to ordering food, we couldn’t wait to sample some of their signature grilled 
cheese sarnies, having heard some wondrous things about the boggers. Each one is made 
using sourdough bread and is pressed to perfection using a griddle. The proper way to 
make a toastie. 

Sure enough, these aren’t your ordinary sarnies; they’re a cheese lover's heaven. The 
melted stuff oozes out of every side to form a thick crust that’s just begging to be devoured. 
I wouldn’t be surprised if there was an entire block of cheese in each one.

I chose the Brieyonce (£5.95) which is packed with roasted mushrooms, brie and spinach. 
This one is flavoured mostly by the cheese, but every bite was a creamy delight, with the 
mushroom and spinach there to add an extra texture. 

My fella was determined to have some meat, so opted for the Monterey Jack Nicholson 
(£6.25). Not for the faint-hearted, this one was stuffed full of smoked chicken, chipotle 
relish, peppers and Monterey Jack cheese. Intrigued by this flavour combination, I gave 
the thing a little sniff and felt my whole nose tingle from the chilli. Taste-wise, the chipotle 
gives it heat and the peppers help sweeten it up. 

The staff at Blend did not want us going hungry, so threw some healthy stuff on the side. 
The roasted broccoli, sundried tomato, fresh pepper and mixed leaf salad (£5.75) had been 
topped with some salty chunks of brie and was a welcome addition to the table, adding an 
extra crunch to the mix. 

In all, I can’t complain. I made it three quarters of the way through my nosh before I was 
completely defeated, and I spent the rest of the day in a cheese-fuelled food coma. 
Emily Thursfield

Avenue C, 30 Sneinton Market, NG1 1DW. 0115 838 9350 
blendnottingham.co.uk

We’ve seen bread served in flat caps and we’ve heard of bowls of American cereal sold for 
£5 on Brick Lane, but Murat dwarfs them all for hipster pomp: no menu, no waiters. Hell, 
there aren’t even any tables. But you can definitely get a good bit of scran for your buck.

The exterior is bright green with huge posters displaying the offers of the day, and outer 
panels bearing large photographs of the fweshest tomatoes, a pint of milk, and a bottle of 
Jack Daniels. All the essentials.

With no TripAdvisor reviews to go off, we entered Murat with an open mind. We thought 
an aperitif would be nice, so we bought a litre bottle of vodka from the huge selection 
of spirits stacked along the right hand wall: Zubrowka (£19.99), a Polish vodka distilled 
using the same methods for over 600 years using the aromatic herb Bison Grass. Hipster 
levels rising. 

There’s a huge selection of starters from all over the globe, including Turkish, Greek, 
Cypriot and Arabic delicacies. We paced up and down the aisles for a bit, contemplating 
the virtues of pickled vegetables, and eventually settled on selected cauliflower in 
beetroot (99p), whole garlic and shallots (£2.89) and celeriac (89p) with a drizzle of cypriot 
olive oil (£2.99) and a squeeze of lemon (4 for £1), which was a brilliant starter. We also 
added in some stuffed vine leaves (£1.99 a tin) which were lovely and soft, with slightly 
sweetened rice inside.

The main course was the mother of all sandwiches. After selecting a huge, oval-shaped, 
still-warm Turkish flatbread (75p) and opening it up along its length, we spread it with 
Puck (£1.99) a salty, smooth feta-style cheese, along with thin slices of tomato and a few 
of the pickled shallots left over from the starter. We added a few basil leaves and some 
harissa paste (69p) squeezed from the bright yellow and red tube of joy. We only ate half 
of it, and put the remainder in our bag for the following day.

In terms of dessert, we can heartily recommend the baklava (£5.99/kg) which you can 
select from the glass counter. Yes, it’s basically 98% sugar, but who cares? We also 
grabbed a small bag of Turkish coffee (£4) to brew back at home.

Murat is a playground for the adventurous, and for around £10 you can get enough 
goodies to make several meals and wow your mates with your well-travelled palate and 
eclectic taste buds. Ash Dilks

2 Gedling Street, NG1 1DS. 0115 924 2494
muratfoodcentre.co.uk

Uprooted from the depths of Hockley, the LeftLion gang has recently taken up residence 
in a unit down one of the Sneinton Market Avenues. And, being the gluttonous sods that 
we are, one of our main concerns about immigrating was missing out on the wide range 
of lunchtime edibles previously available to us in the belly of Nottingham, with the ten-
minute walk prompting several woe-is-me forehead slaps among the ranks.

But, like a shining blue light on the horizon, GB Café & Restaurant has graced us with a 
menu that spans the entirety of the available food items in the city. All written IN CAPS 
LOCK, NO LESS.

For the first few visits, we were inundated with free Capri Suns. Bang. Everyone who 
works there is nuff friendly and attentive, and there’s a salt-of-the-Earth atmosphere 
among the laminated wood tables and plastic flowers. All things combined, it’s a bit like 
going to a café when you’re on holiday; you know, those life-saving little corners of the 
earth that cure a Benidorm hangover no trouble.

Adorning the walls, there are scenic landscapes, sticks of wheat, and photos of cocktails 
stretched out of proportion. Behind the counter, fifteen massive chopped tomato tins are 
being reused to store stacked, teetering eggs in their masses. Yes, there are a lot of things 
about GB that don’t make much sense at first, but think Samuel Beckett, think Stanley 
Kubrick, think Salvador Dali.

The fry-up game is strong, comes in a variety of shapes and sizes (English, full, burger?, 
veg, set, Turkish), and includes a free tea or coffee as well as an apple or orange juice and 
two rounds of toast. You can get super stripped-back versions for a couple of quid – beans 
on toast, egg and bacon – or for the same price you can treat yourself to a ham and cheese 
toastie that’d contend with the best of the four-quid tweaks in Hockley. Couldn’t mek it 
up, could you?

High-end dishes (£7.95) include the proper tasty beef moussaka with rice, salad and 
coleslaw; the ever-favourite Cajun chicken – which comes in vast amounts, and with 
succulence – and even roast chicken medallions with potatoes and veg. You might want 
to leave the rock ‘ard Yorkie pudding out, though. The veggie options are quite limited 
but, handily, they’ve highlighted all the ones that do exist in GREEN.

Unfortunately the beer pumps haven’t been working since we’ve been about – probably 
for the best – but you can grab a can of Stella to go alongside that slab of carrot cake or 
Snickers you’ve bagged for your pudding, no problem. Bridie Squires

11 Gedling Street, NG1 1DS. 07748 538 204
gbcafe.co.uk

Blend
Say cheese… and amaretto

Murat Food Centre
Fwesh pwoduce

GB Cafe and Restaurant
Yo, there’s nothing better than...
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Just married. Buried alive. 
Hedda longs to be free.

Henrik Ibsen’s thrilling masterpiece
in a bold new version by Patrick Marber

 

Tickets 

from 
£15* 

Mon 5 - Sat 10 February
0115 989 5555 | trch.co.uk

*A £2 fee for online bookings or £3 fee for orders in person and by phone applies per transaction. See trch.co.uk/fees for more information.

HHHHH 
‘A triumph.’ 

Mail on Sunday
HHHH 

‘Searingly brilliant.’
The Scotsman

HHHHH
Director Ivo van Hove’s

 thrilling new production.’

Radio Times



As the days get darker and the nights get colder, the rain is sure to fall, which in some parts of the country 
may mean the misery of flooding. One local man, Ian Bartlett, has been creating models to help communities 
understand how to prevent flooding in the first place...

words: Gav Squires 
photo: Tom Morley

Ian started creating educational flood management displays back in 2012, but 
when authorities like the Forestry Commission and the Hutton Institute at the 
University of Dundee wanted better, more realistic and longer-lasting models, 
he had to go back to the drawing board. After finding a place at Primary 
Studios, he set about starting a project that was a unique mix of art, 
engineering and science.

Ian describes his scale models as looking like "an old western saloon bath with 
a landscape set into it" and each one contains nine food-grade misting nozzles 
which enable them to simulate rain. The landscape itself is fibre glass covered 
in a digitally printed synthetic material which doesn't rot; a necessity as they’re 
getting wet and dried off again several times in a week. The models act like the 
ground, and absorb some of the water before it starts to flow over the model. 
"There are hills and valleys and tributaries engraved into the surface,” Ian adds, 
“and it does start to flow like the rain catchment does."

Ian has built six models in total, and there are two models in each set: a "good" 
one and a "bad" one, which demonstrate what can happen when flood and 
water management is handled well and what happens when it isn’t. Where 
there are well looked after pieces of moorland, it is represented by sponge in 
the model to absorb the water. "That sounds like cheating,” says Ian, “but it’s 
actually how it works. They absorb a certain amount of the water that’s sprayed 
onto the model, and that will never reach downstream." In real life, this would 
either evaporate or soak into the water table so that it wouldn't be an issue 
downstream.

Further down the slope, there are boundaries of trees either side of the 
tributaries with roots that impede the water coming off the landscape and give 
the shrubbery a chance to catch the water. However, on the bad model, these 
boundaries are done away with, simulating land that had been optimised for 
agriculture. “The length of the grass has a big effect on how quickly the water 
runs off into the edge of the field," explains Ian. “It doesn't stop it running off, it 
just impedes it, and it takes its time to come downstream again." 
 
In the lower reaches, there are embankments in the corners of fields. "It can 
actually store up a bit of a dam,” Ian tells me. “It's very subtle, but it's on the 
good models and not on the bad ones. So you can see there's a picture here; in 
the worst case, the water's just running as fast as it can off the slopes. There's 
no absorbency there, it's not hanging around long enough to soak into the 
landscape." Then, right at the bottom is the floodplain itself. Ian adds: "If the 
levels are so high, the main water course has meanders in it, which slow it 
down again rather than being straight; that happens on a lot of water courses 
where they're trying to get it away fast."

He also says that there is "a ‘wash-out’ zone where the water is allowed to 
flood certain areas of fields as a temporary storage, to give the capacity for the 
volume of water. But why? "Because once it hits the main river that's heading 
out to sea, that's when the problems really start to accumulate," says Ian. “It’s 
a process of accumulation; incremental problems mount up to quite a lot in the 
end. It all takes money to resolve and someone has to justify that." 

Hopefully, this will all demonstrate the need to look after our floodplains, which 
used to be prevalent before we co-opted them for our own purposes. As Ian 
says: "There has to be a balance between the two; you can't expect to ride 
roughshod over nature. We've tried to erase the forces of nature and say that we 
want all this land as productive land. Well, you can't have everything."

Ian describes some of the difficulties that he’s had producing the models, saying 
he's "had to learn a lot about glass fibre and pattern making to make the original 
base unit." Fortunately, he’s been able to use the facilities down at Hackspace, 
which have been invaluable for things such as laser cutting and using their 
lathes. He’s also had to overcome toxic fumes and now feels that he is "possibly 
the only person that has resolved all of the issues to do with demonstrating 
these things" which makes him hopeful of landing more future commissions.  

The aim of the models is to educate the communities that live in areas at risk 
of flooding, from local government to farmers. And it turns out this education is 
highly necessary. A woman who was at one of Ian’s demonstrations thought she 
had all the answers: "Oh, you just need to get a digger in, clean all the riverbeds 
out and get the water moving." 
 
"That's the worst thing you can do,” countered Ian. “It just moves the problem 
downstream. It was a destructive way of coping with the problem. With the 
increasing rainfall that we're seeing, you need to engineer some of the natural 
solutions to impede the flow."  
 
The models can be displayed anywhere from schools to fairs and village halls, 
and the two models side by side give a really effective display of the dangers 
associated with poor flood management. People can actually see that for the 
same amount of water, the village on one of the models floods and on the other 
one it doesn't.

In recent times, writers like George Monbiot have been very vocal about the 
need to look after our floodplains better in order to prevent the scenes of 
people's homes being flooded that have been so prevalent in news reports. 
Hopefully, Ian's models will be able to help educate all of the stakeholders along 
the river and fewer people will be in danger from such terrible tragedies.
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Art Works

Having recently become a freelance illustrator, 
I create bespoke illustrations for companies 

in a variety of fields, helping them tell 
their stories in a way that captivates 

their audiences.

I’ve always been interested in the 
arts – drawing and doodling when I 
probably shouldn’t have been – but 
for a long time I didn’t know how 
to turn it into a career. A two-year 

spell in marketing and advertising 
gave me the chance to develop my 

skills as a graphic designer, and I met 
a lot of talented people who showed 

me the possibilities within illustration and 
encouraged me to follow my passion. Now, I 

work from home in a little office in the back room; it’s always a little bit 
messier than I’d like but I never find the time to organise it properly.
 
I’m currently producing a new collection of cards and prints to sell at craft 
fairs throughout the country. I find inspiration from everywhere, but a lot of 
it comes from animals and nature. Usually dogs. I find that Instagram is a 
great place to share your ideas with your peers and to get inspiration. Two 
of my all time favourites are Rafael Mayani (@rmayani) and Dulk (@dulk1).

With personal projects such as this, I’ve found that they take longer than 
paid work as I don’t have an official deadline, so I can be constantly 
tweaking. With this particular piece, once I had the idea, it took me around 
half a day to complete. I like to use a variety of mediums, but the main 
two are Photoshop/Procreate and watercolour. I think the effect of both of 
these suits my style of illustration and feels most natural to me. I do like to 
experiment with other techniques, but these are hobbies that I might pursue 
when I have more free time. 

I’m really enjoying doing what I’m doing, and consider myself lucky to 
have found a career I really enjoy. In the future, I’d love to create my own 
childrenswear line or to illustrate a children’s book. I’ve recently become an 
auntie so find myself within the baby section in M&S thinking I’d love to see 
my illustrations in there one day. 

@hanyates
hannahyates.co.uk

Hannah Yates
Bunny

Having recently become a freelance illustrator, 

Origami Girl 
is a piece 
from the last 
exhibition 
I took part 
in earlier 
this year, 
Explorations 
in Colour, 
which 
was about 
creativity 
and 
vibrancy.

It was drawn with ink and coloured 
with thin layers of ink wash to allow a 
luminosity to shine through. I was working 
on several pieces getting ready for the 
show and I’d had a flicker of an idea about 
the composition, so did a few practice 
drafts before getting it as I wanted. I tend 
to work on two or three pieces at a time 
and this was done over a couple of days – 
and late nights – with another few pieces 
that were in the show. It came together 
really quickly; I like it when stuff falls into 
place like that.

I wanted to get across the alchemy of 
creativity; taking something everyone 
uses, like paper, and transforming it into 
something imaginative and amazing. 
There’ve been some really nice things 
said about Origami Girl; people find 
her uplifting, which is a really great 
compliment.

Working on creative projects is a 
balancing act; I’m still working full time 
on top of setting up a creative studio. 
It’s my passion to make work people get 
something out of, and to tell stories I’d like 
to hear. I think if you can’t get energised 
and buzzed about your work, shelve it 
and work on something that does. So far 
this year I’ve illustrated two comic books, 
designed an EP cover for a great band – 
Hellabore – and put on a duo exhibition. 
It’s amazingly good fun and I’m seeing 
more artistic opportunities open up. 2018 
is gearing up to be a good ‘un, so hopefully 
I can focus on creative stuff full time.

Setting up Magoria Studios earlier this 
year gave me and my collaborators a focus 
to keep working hard to get these mad 
ideas out in the world. We have a bunch 
of scripts and concept art that is growing 
our range of comics and illustrated books, 
and we’re collaborating with artists 
and writers to make interesting and 
imaginative works.

If I had unlimited budget and time, I’d 
have got plenty of comics out by now. 
I’m working on a mammoth project at the 
moment, looking at about 100 pages per 
issue. It’s epic! The dream is to have a full 
creative studio making animated feature 
films; think Studio Ghibli, but based in 
Notts. Give me a few years and I’ll 
get there.

@adamwillisartist
magoriastudios.com

Adam Willis
Origami Girl





Founded earlier this year by author and playwright Helen Goodbarton, and artist and animator Sophie 
Johnson-Hill, Sojo Publishing Mouse is intent on bringing some wacky anarchy to the world of independent 
children’s publishing. We popped down to Sobar for a chat with them about their latest project, the very 
Christmassy children’s book The Glowing Snowman, and to learn all about what makes these two fun-loving 
publishers tick... 

interview: LP Mills

First off, could you tell us a little about Sojo Publishing Mouse? 
Helen: It started with a story I wrote alongside a workshop Sophie was running 
a few years ago. Sophie was working with a group of children in creating this 
glowing snowman character, and I was asked to write a story to go with it. When 
we finished, we thought the story was so good that we wanted to try and get it 
out into the world, but we had a lot of trouble getting our foot in the door with 
most publishers. So, thinking that we didn’t already have enough on our plates, 
we decided to start our own.  
 
A big part of the decision to start up was that Nottingham is so full of creative 
wonder that, even in this little pocket of the world that we live in, there must 
be so much wonderful creative talent that doesn’t go further than being 
someone’s hobby.

Sophie: Originally, we considered making it a kind of stepping-stone publisher, 
so that someone in our shoes could approach a larger publishing house and say 
“I’ve been published”, but now that we’ve got the ball rolling and we’ve been 
approached by loads of authors and illustrators, it feels like we might as well just 
start up a proper publishing house in its own right.

Now you’ve got Sojo Publishing Mouse set up, what are the main things that 
drive you as a company? 
Sophie: One of our unique selling points is that we want to constantly work with 
new writers and artists. We’re trying to avoid falling into formulaic patterns 
where we just publish the work of one or two people. 
Helen: Of course, as much as we love publishers like Julia Donaldson – and as 
much as I emulate her in my writing – her publishing house churns out book after 
book from her when there are so many other writers who deserve to have a go. 
Not to mention all the comedians, actors, popstars and footballers who are having 
their kids’ books published; what about all those brilliant people who haven’t 
had that chance given to them? I’ve enjoyed a lot of these books produced by 
celebrities and would never disparage them, but we just think it’s our turn.

How are you finding the modern publishing industry? 
Sophie: Helen and I are both from a generation that grew up without things like 
the internet, and have then adapted to working in the digital age, so a lot of 
our work is sort of like the analogue and the digital oomphing together in this 
big, beautiful thing! As I’m an animator, I’m very much focused on our digital 
sales and the ways we can use technology, but we both think there’s something 
beautiful about holding a children’s book in your hands and we’re very conscious 
of that, too. That said, Sojo Publishing Mouse definitely embraces the whole lot. 
Apps, physical books, everything.  

A lot of your work is done not only with children in mind, but actively 
involving them. Why is that? 
Sophie: Kids draw better! 
Helen: Definitely. Children are so imaginative, and their stories and ideas are so 
much more interesting than the stuff grown-ups come up with. 
Sophie: And it’s so much fun. I’m currently working on a book which involves me 
going around schools and workshops, and the special thing about this book is 

that every story in it was spontaneously told by a child. No editing, no plotting, 
nothing; just the story as told by the child, with all the imagination and fun 
that involves. 

What interests me most is how children engage with the creative process; I did 
my MA in puppetry and animation, and I ran these workshops with children 
where I’d record the audio of them chatting while doodling. I’d tell them that I’ve 
been given a character’s name and that they had to come up with the background 
and story. I never knew what to expect, but what I found was that the children 
would be more likely to use the world around them for inspiration rather than 
coming up with something completely fantastical. I also got them to retell stories 
like the nativity and found that each story was completely different depending on 
what the child was thinking about, looking at, or playing with.

Do you think writing kids’ books may be easier or harder than writing books 
for adults? 
Helen: I don’t know, actually. For me, they just come out quite naturally. I’ve 
written songs and plays and books and poems for various youth theatre groups, 
so I suppose in a way I’ve always been building up to it. I originally went to 
drama school and realised that while I’m not necessarily an actor, I’m definitely 
a storyteller. I do think that has helped a lot with producing stories like The 
Glowing Snowman.  

I also think that it all depends on the audience and what the book is for; I couldn’t 
write, say, young adult fiction, whereas writing for younger readers comes quite 
naturally to me. 
Sophie: I agree, I wouldn’t say it’s particularly difficult. I think with any kind of 
creative artform, it can either come to you easily or it doesn’t, and if it doesn’t then 
it just becomes a chore and you should probably try something else.

Could you tell us a bit about The Glowing Snowman? 
Helen: One day I had this idea about a snowman that swallows a firefly, and all 
in all it must have only taken two days for me to write the whole thing. So this 
little girl goes into the woods one day and builds a snowman. She spends the day 
playing with it but leaves it there when it’s time for her to go home, which sets 
the snowman thinking about what its purpose is.  
 
The snowman then has all these interactions with the animals of the forest, 
but it turns out they’re all just using him. Eventually, he meets a firefly and he 
accidentally swallows it, which makes him glow. All of a sudden, all the other 
animals are interested in him for who he is rather than what he can give them, 
and he’s stuck with this moral dilemma of whether he should let the firefly go. 
Sophie: But we can’t tell you how it ends. It’s just too exciting!

Finally, do you have any advice for our readers who might want to start up a 
project like Sojo Publishing Mouse? 
Sophie: Don’t be scared, and don’t worry about rules. I mean, obviously worry 
about the law and your morals, but don’t worry about what you think things are 
“supposed” to be like. 
Helen: Exactly. Think about all the different children’s books that have been 
popular in the past. Books like Winnie the Pooh were so different to, say, Beatrix 
Potter or the works of Roald Dahl. You really don’t have to worry about things like 
what pages should go where and in what order. Really, you’ve just got to crack 
on, yoof! 
 
Sojo Publishing Mouse’s latest book The Glowing Snowman is available online. 
Their next project, Kids Tell the Best Stories, will be announced soon.
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 Children are so imaginative, and their 
stories and ideas are so much more interesting 
than the stuff grown-ups come up with

sojopublishingmouse.com
 



12 Reads of christmas
Books make fantastic gifts, providing a handy excuse to escape from festive family fun and 
find a quiet space to snuggle down and read, but picking the perfect present can be tricky. 
When in doubt, consult the experts! Nottingham is home to a vibrant publishing scene, so 
we asked some of Notts’ small press and indie publishers what to read this Christmas...
 

wish list: Aly Snowman

Sarajevo Roses
Rory Waterman
Publisher: Carcanet
Price: £7.99

“Given that my enthusiastic recommendation of all 27 titles 
published by Shoestring this year can be taken for granted, 
I’ll add that I greatly admire the rhythmic subtleties of Rory 
Waterman’s new poetry collection, Sarajevo Roses, especially 
perhaps in the accounts of edgeland adolescence. Think RS 
Thomas meets George Shaw.” – John Lucas, Shoestring Press

Grubson Pug’s Christmas Voyage
Jane-Anne Hodgson
Publisher: Whistling Cat Books
Price: Paperback £6.50, Hardback £10

“My go-to Christmas book is Grubson Pug’s Christmas 
Voyage, a nautical tale about a seafaring pug and an arm-
wrestling Siamese cat called Banzai. It’s written for young 
readers but I love reading it, and I’ve read it as a bedtime 
story to little kids… great illustrations too.” 
– Anne Holloway, Big White Shed

The Dust on the Moth
Darren Simpson
Publisher: Bees Make Honey
Price: £9.50

“If you want an unusual, bookish present, look no further. 
The Dust on the Moth is a multimedia science fiction fairytale 
complete with story, illustrations, photography and even a 
soundtrack.”– Kirsty Fox, Bees Make Honey

Ferne and Chocolate and the 
Rollercoaster Rainbow
Vivien Steels
Publisher: Dayglo Books Ltd
Price: £8.99

“Ferne and Chocolate and the Rollercoaster Rainbow by 
Vivien Steels is a children’s book of delights, which I love. 
Chocolate is Ferne’s much-loved cat. They go adventuring 
together to magical places. The book contains five stories 
– one for each season of the year, plus a special one for 
Christmas.  Fabulous!” – Gloria Morgan, Dayglo Books 
Dyslexia Project

The Glowing Snowman
Helen Goodbarton and Sophie Johnson-Hill
Publisher: Sojo Publishing Mouse
Price: £6.99

“A gorgeous children’s picture book about a snowman 
who is left all alone in the woods. The animals all seem to 
ignore him until he has a small accident with a firefly. With 
beautiful, characterful, wintery illustrations, it will leave your 
heart glowing. A perfect Christmas story for little ones.” 
– Helen Goodbarton, Sojo Publishing Mouse

Christmas Garland and Christmas Crackers
Publisher: Candlestick Press
Price: £4.95

“Our two new anthologies – Christmas Garland and 
Christmas Crackers – contain new festive-themed poems 
commissioned from major poets, including this year’s 
TS Eliot Prize-winner Jacob Polley. Both pamphlets have 
an exquisite cover image, adding to the beauty and 
distinctiveness of the title, and both will make a beautiful 
Christmas gift.” – Kathy Towers, Candlestick Press

Mr Gwyn
Alessandro Baricco
Publisher: McSweeney’s
Price: £14.99

“Having done a tour of Midlands friends, my copy is now 
in Hamburg with another friend – and this is the beauty 
of a good read. The prose is simple yet elegant; Baricco’s 
brevity is envious. The intriguing story remains with you and 
makes you think – like all great art does.” – Martin Parker, 
Stonewood Press

Baby X
Rebecca Ann Smith
Publisher: Mother's Milk Books
Price: £8.99

“Set in Newcastle in the run-up to Christmas, Baby X is 
the story of the first ever baby to be born in an artificial 
uterus, and his abduction by the brilliant Dr Alex 
Mansfield who led the groundbreaking project. Absolutely 
unputdownable, this is a thought-provoking and timely 
read.” – Teika Bellamy, Mother’s Milk Books

The Woman Under the Ground
Megan Taylor
Publisher: Weathervane
Price: £7.99

“The Woman Under the Ground, by local author Megan 
Taylor, is the perfect present to dive into during the chaos 
of a manic Christmas. It’s a great collection of beautifully 
written short stories, each one intriguingly illustrated by the 
talented artist Nikki Pinder. Save someone’s sanity, buy it 
now!” – Ian Collinson, Weathervane Press

Lobe Scarps and Finials
Geraldine Monk
Publisher: Leafe Press
Price: £8.95

“Geraldine Monk’s language pops and fizzles in festive 
style with poems to the moon, dream-poems and a riff 
on that great end-of-year meditation by John Donne, A 
Nocturnal Upon St Lucy’s Day. Buy her book and you may 
even find out what finials and lobe scarps are.” 
– Alan Baker, Leafe Press

Mud Press Christmas Zine Vols.1 and 2 
Publisher: Mud Press
Price: £4.00

"Featuring locally sourced stocking-snug poetry to remind 
us of the Christmas spirit, Christmas Zines Vols.1 and 
2 are available via the Mud Press website and from 
Rough Trade, Five Leaves Bookshop and Ideas on Paper. 
Wrapped up in a stunning cover design by illustrator 
Laura Nielsen, these zines make perfect stocking fillers for 
Christmas and literary lovers alike." – Georgina Wilding, 
Mud Press

Exploring Nottinghamshire Writers
Rowena Edlin-White
Publisher: Five Leaves Publications
Price: £12.99

“Ten years ago I suggested to Rowena Edlin-White 
she write or edit a book on Nottinghamshire writers, 
especially the long-dead, the nearly forgotten and – thank 
you Iain Sinclair for the phrase – the pre-forgotten. Five 
years ago, Rowena started writing it, and reading the 
books of 100 or so dead writers and a leavening of thirty 
or so living. And here it is.” – Ross Bradshaw, Five 
Leaves Publications
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Rather listen to the tunes on this page than read about ‘em? 
Wrap your tabs round Sound of the Lion, our dedicated 
music podcast. If you want your own tunes reviewed and 
you’re from Notts, hit up leftlion.co.uk/sendusmusic

Torn Sail
This Short Sweet Life
Album (Self-released)
 
Formerly in Earth The Californian Love 
Dream – a band LeftLion readers may 
remember from the turn of the 2000s – 
Huw Costin has continued to make music 
in various guises, with Torn Sail being his 
current band. This album has been a long 
time in the making; the opening track 
Birds was released in 2011 with Treasure 
coming a year later and, in between, 
Costin has released a couple of albums, 
while an EP from  Torn Sail Two came out 
earlier this year. Much like the album’s 
lengthy gestation, This Short Sweet 
Life’s songs burn slowly, with Costin 
in reflective mode contemplating big 
themes, namely life, ageing and death. 
And the music glides like Americana honey, all spacey reverb, sad guitars and furrowed 
brows. The ghosts of Laurel Canyon hang heavy over this album. Birds has echoes of Crosby, 
Stills and Nash with its laid-back slide guitar and lush harmonies. Costin sings of mortality 
and growing older with a raw honesty. On the mid-life blues of Ricochets (which features 
Mark Lanegan) he laments, “the older I get the more scared I am of being gone” while on 
Self-Medication we go from “take whatever gets you through the night” to “we just gotta 
hold each other tight” as the song swells and climaxes. Though it sounds hopeful, you aren’t 
sure if he’s now addressing a lover or if he’s serenading his poison of choice. The old adage 
that good things come to those who wait more than applies to This Short Sweet Life as Torn 
Sail have delicately woven together a timeless collection of songs. Paul Klotschkow
 

huwcostinandtornsail.tumblr.com
 

Heurt
One EP
EP (Self-released)
 
Heurt’s new EP follows their typical style that anyone who 
listened to 2015’s Lover EP will be familiar with; it’s an 
interesting collection of slow r’n’b music, bringing a great 
sense of ambience to each track. Several of the songs are so 
stripped back they’re pretty much vocals only, like on Touch 
Me, which opens this collection of songs and brings a lot 
of focus on to the raw voice. Elsewhere, tunes gently build 
up the instrumental in the background, evolving each piece into an impressive rhythmic 
combination of vocals and music. Heurt is bringing a unique voice to the scene, full of both 
smooth soul and gravely undertones that hold your attention with emotion hanging off every 
word sung. Heurt’s sound is individual, combining the acoustic nature with lighter elements 
of neo-soul. If you’re looking for something different, give this a listen. Rachael Halaburda

helloheurtmusic.bandcamp.com

Lokomu
A Beautiful Night
Album (Self-released)
 
We don’t know much about Lokumu beyond the fact that he’s 
from round these parts and this is his first album under this 
moniker; he’s probably kicked stuff out previously. The first 
listen of A Beautiful Night immediately made me interested in 
sticking around to hear the full release through to the end. Its 
title track introduces us with a trip-hop-style piece, sampling 
an old movie quote and quite possibly its soundtrack too. The 
resulting composition lies on just the right side of psychedelica, feeling like a chill-out track 
in the same way as The Orb’s Little Fluffy Clouds does. This theme continues throughout, 
with each cheekily named song, like Dracula’s Teabag, Kick Off Your Heels or simply, Naked, 
soothing the soul in a slightly surreal way. One to listen to after the party, and not before. 
Eileen Pegg
 

lokumu.bandcamp.com
 



leftlion.co.uk/issue96   45

Alice Short 
Harvey Weinstein is a Prick
Over sparse, unsettling and 
minimal music, the rapper takes 
the film producer to task and, with 
brutal honesty, tells it like it is.

Elmz XIX
Sound Like This
Up-and-coming rapper and 
producer makes playful boasts, 
while also featuring best use of 

airhorn this side of a Tim 
Westwood radio 

show.
 

In Isolation 
TRAPPIST 1 (A Space Anthem)
The perennial mopers’ new one is 
a widescreen romantic ode to a red 
dwarf star. It shouldn’t work, but it 
does, coming off like Interpol with 
a PhD.
 
One Giant Causeway
The Best Things
Anguished alternative rock from 
the West Bridgford five-piece who 
know how to make a stadium-sized 
racket.
 
Richard Snow
Slip On Through
“Long lost” faithful rendition of 
Beach Boys psych r‘n’b groover 
that swings in similar fashion to the 
original.

Georgie
Hard Times
The first new music we’ve had 
from the NG Stevie Nicks in ages 
sees her release a double A-side, 
the first of which is this mellow 
introspective piano number. 
 
The Rainbow Stripes 
Can’t Stop Counting the Rainbows
Fuzzy blues rock made for kids. 
Like The White Stripes if they 
soundtracked Sesame Street.
 
Lone 
Arc
With each release, the producer 
seems to add more colour and 
sounds to his musical palette. Arc 
is like flipping through a Dulux 
Colour chart, with each new page 
conjuring up new sensations.

Westwood radio 
show.

Oliver Whitehouse
Rise of Orion
Album (Self-released)
 
Oliver Whitehouse brings us his 
debut album, Rise of Orion, and 
this powerful collection reaches the 
epitome of tranquillity.  The tracks 
largely mix acoustic and synth 
sounds which combine to create 
an intriguing space-age sound 
with strong undertones of synth-pop throughout. The vocals are 
beautifully calming for the soul, mind and body; I found each 
song to feel intensely spiritual, heightened by the combination of 
male and female vocals. Using both voices added to the melodic 
rhythm of each song, and I felt a real sense of connectivity in this 
music; perfect for meditation and finding peace of mind. There 
are tones of progressive rock within each song, intensified by 
electronic sounds that are carried throughout. This is truly an 
excellent choice to add to your chill-out playlist. 
Rachael Halaburda
 

oliverwhitehouse.bandcamp.com
 

Saint Raymond
A Light That Blinds
EP (Never Fade Records)
 
It’s hard to believe four years have 
passed since Callum Burrows, 
aka Saint Raymond, became “The 
Next Big Thing to Come Out of 
Nottingham.” Back then, his cheeky 
charm and youthful exuberance 
on debut album, Young Blood, 
earned him a top-ten chart position and a support slot on Ed 
Sheeran’s tour, no less. Now slightly older, and perhaps a little 
wiser, he’s back with EP, A Light That Blinds. Diminishing youth 
is something the 22-year-old acknowledges on the stadium-
sized chorus of Younger, while the funky, Foals-esque guitar of 
Nightcrawling is among the most intriguing songs he’s produced. 
Last Time is more restrained as Burrows laments over a faltering 
relationship, while the joyous We Are Fire channels Coldplay at 
their most anthemic. While there’s little here that reinvents the 
wheel, A Light That Blinds is evidence the boy from Bramcote can 
still write a decent pop tune. Alex Thorp
 

saintraymond.co.uk

Slumb Party
Tour Tape
Cassette (Self-released)
 
Drawn to the dark, dank corners 
of the late seventies and early 
eighties, Slumb Party twitch, lurch 
and squirm like the bands whose 
records they’ve clearly been pouring 
over: Pere Ubu, Gang of Four and 
The Pop Group. The EP was put 
together to flog on a recent tour, but is also available digitally, 
so you’ve got no excuse; this is definitely worth wrapping your 
ears around. With a saxophonist as a recent addition to their 
lineup, the band have taken the opportunity to re-do their debut 
four-track EP to add wild skronking stabs, with Factory and Silver 
Pyramid benefiting from the newly squelchy spurts. Elsewhere, 
the tape is fitted out with a couple of new ones, two live tracks, 
and a run through Young Marble Giants’ Final Day; with the pick 
of the bunch being Do You Want To Synth, a sort of bedsit version 
of Suicide. Paul Klotschkow
 

slumbparty.bandcamp.com
 

Taurtollo
Bounded Palm
EP (Ad Hoc Records)
 
The Notts-born Taurtollo has 
popped together a chilled, three-
track electro compilation filled 
with head-bobbing riffs and some 
unexpected – but welcome – entries 
of unashamedly South Asian vocals 
and instrumentalism. From the 
off, Om’s Mehndi eases you in with an upbeat tabla vibe before 
gradually layering in the steady, toe-tapping baselines all too 
familiar to electro. Bounded Palm then cranks it up a notch; getting 
busier, more mixed and more excitable with Palm, only to surprise 
you with an ending that I won’t spoil. Kingsdown Lounge has some 
proper grassroots Mirpuri Punjabi vocals – too realistic to not be 
personal renditions – weaving in and out of a baseline that’ll get 
you in the mood for jamming. Taurtollo’s known for bringing to life 
old-school tracks, but he’s outdone himself with Bounded Palm, 
using his roots to give us a proper original sound that’s well worth 
a listen. Summaya Mughal
 

soundcloud.com/taurtollo

 Yashmak Webs
To Madness We Worshipped
Album (Self-released)
 
To Madness We Worshipped is 
an intense but accessible slant 
on poetry, combining a musical 
backdrop with an ominous-feeling 
spoken word performance. Full 
of emotional drive, the album is 
completely immersive, leaving the 
listener feeling somewhat uneasy. Most of the songs, including 
Craved, Dawn and Exile, focus on heavy subjects both emotional 
and metaphorical. Some of the lyrics and verses involve striking 
imagery such as “holograms of loss” and “inflamed rain.”  
Musically, the tracks combine the steady spoken aspect with 
a softer and dreamlike instrumental backing that spins off into 
varying levels of intensity to match the content of the poems; 
the final result being full of atmosphere. Instruments include 
a softy played guitar, drums and percussion, alongside some 
natural sound effects, like the waves in Sea. Overall, I’d describe 
the project as great storytelling, very visual and sometimes 
uncomfortable, but worth a listen. Elizabeth O'Riordan
 

yashmakwebs.co.uk

Charlesworth
Screaming at the Screening
Album (Self-released)

The beats are fresh, there’s some 
well-placed samples, and he’s 
aiming for Mike Skinner/Just 
Jack/Scroobius Pip territory, but 
Charlesworth takes himself too 
seriously to succeed. The second 
track on the album, Come To Check 
The Gas, is the strongest; lyrically tongue-in-cheek and showing 
hints of top storytelling. But the rest of the album doesn’t follow 
suit, with track six, Legalise, feeling confused. The chorus is a 
simplistic call for legalisation – literally “legalise, legalise, legalise 
crack” and so on – but the verses consist of a string of “I’m harder 
than you” bars that get boring, and lyrics like “You’re gonna want 
full compensation, you want to be covered for raping, in all of its 
different divisions” never make you sound big or clever. There’s 
potential for growth here, but Notts’ hip hop scene is strong, and 
with this album, Charlesworth don’t quite cut the mustard. 
Lucy Manning

soundcloud.com/alex-john-mark-charlesworth
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There’s many a historical figure we remember for the impact they had on Britain. We 
look back on the likes of Darwin, Shakespeare, Churchill and Lennon, knowing that their 
crucial discoveries and cultural offerings will be a part of our British identity forever. But 
when we think of Vikings, we tend to think of fighting tribes and hats with horns, not 
shapers of society. It turns out that the hairy boggers had a lot to do with transforming 
every aspect of life in owd Blighty. Get yersen down to Djanogly Gallery, where they’re 
showing a load of nationally significant Anglo-Saxon and Viking artefacts from the British 
Museum trust. Add in a helping of current research, and we’ve got an exhibition that 
provides a new interpretation and a fresh perspective on the way we remember them. 
They’ve managed to get their mitts on some of the most well-known Viking hoards 
ever discovered, including the Vale of Yorkshire, Bedale and the recently discovered 
Watlington Hoard. This means there’ll be all sorts of historical coins, jewellery and other 
kinds of Viking wealths kicking around for you lot to gawp at. There’s plenty of time for 
you to rediscover the legends as this touring exhibition will be hanging around in Notts 
until March. But don’t leave it till then; there’s no time like the present to learn about yer 
histreh. Free.

Viking: Rediscover the Legend 
Djanogly Gallery

Is it your new year’s resolution to get well cultured and stick your head well and truly 
into Nottingham’s poppin’ cultural scene? We thought so. You can get a head start on 
it this month, by showing yer face at Surface Gallery as they bring you their annual 
volunteer show, this year entitled Leftovers. Featuring work from a whole host of the 
gallery’s creative volunteers, the exhibition’s got a heap of participants who each bring 
summat fresh and vibrant to the table. Phoebe Joy is a glass work artist specialising in 
the truly delicate; Nicola Beckett’s photography of nightfall investigates the effect that 
sexual harassment has on our perception of darkness; and you can catch the phenomenal 
photomontage, Displaced/Replaced, that explores the social, cultural and political climate 
of our modern world. Sound like a bitta yow? If you make your way over to the gallery 
on the exhibition’s opening night – Friday 1 December – you’ll be treated to a DJ set, 
courtesy of Sam Wilch and Carl Sheppard, and have the chance to see Samuel Harriman’s 
solo exhibition, On Colour, on display in the Project Space. There’ll be a bar accepting 
donations, with ale from Springhead brewery – they’re local, dontcha know – and plenty 
of fun and laughs to be had by all. A right festive knees-up if ever we did see one. Free.

Leftovers: Volunteer Show
Surface Gallery

Unless you’ve been running about the place with your 
head up yer toosh, you’ll have noticed that gingerbread 
houses, fairground rides and an ice rink have sprouted up 
in Market Square. The Winter Wonderland has returned, 
bringing festive cheer and Christmas spirit to the 
Hoodtown masses. And this year it’s bigger and better 
than ever, with a whole heap of market and food stalls 
ready to tingle yer tastebuds and top up your stockings 
with some quality clobber. There’s everything from 
artisan cheese to lego decorations, silk shawls to posh 
choccies, so it’s well worth keeping some dollar in your 
back pocket on your walk through the city centre. Plus, 
if you book ahead, you can have a bev or two in the ice 
bar, complete with ice sculptures and glasses made out 
of the stuff. Wrap up warm, kids. Free, but bring pennies 
for the stalls.

Winter Wonderland
Market Square

We’re dead proud that our city boasts the biggest 
number of independent shops outside of London. It’s 
good to know we’re not all about that corporation 
malarkey, so it’s abaht time we had a bit of a show-off. 
Saturday 2 December is Small Business Saturday; a 
national, not-for-profit campaign that shouts about our 
local small businesses, and will hopefully encourage 
people to chuck a few pennies their way. Whether you’re 
setting out to get some Christmas supplies or just fancy 
a tasty weekend treat, look out for shops displaying 
the Small Business Saturday poster, or the Nottingham 
independents logo, and take yoursen in for a gander. If 
you’re feeling really nice, tweet or ‘gram a picture with 
the hashtag #SmallBizSatUK to pledge your allegiance to 
the independents. And remember: a small business is for 
life, not just for Christmas. Or summat like that. Free.

Small Business Saturday
Nottingham City Centre

Oh, Henry. You, with your wordy ways and poetic 
parlance. You, who helped bring the Royles into 
the living rooms of Great Britain. You, who brought 
the general Nottingham populace an entire festival 
dedicated to poetry. We’re feeling ever so mushy about 
Mr Normal over here at the ‘Lion, and it’s rather fitting, 
seeing as he’s bringing a brand new show to Lakeside 
Arts all about the absurdness of romance and sex. Oo-
er. He’s gonna take us all on a journey through the ups 
and downs, the highs and lows, the, er, ins and outs, of 
love and lust and all things in between, through the use 
of stories, jokes and of course, poetry. And we’re right 
giddy at the prospect. Following the success of his sell-
out show, Photos With My Son, we can expect to have 
hearts warmed and bellies tickled with Mr Normal’s 
latest offering. £10 standard tickets.

Henry Normal: Love, Relationships and 
Other Unrealistic Expectations
Djanogly Theatre

If yer not one for solemn nativities nor raucous 
pantomimes but still want to give the kids something 
other than the telly box to watch over the Christmas 
holidays, tek ‘em over to Nottingham Playhouse. Fiona 
Buffini is bringing you one of Aesop’s sweetest fables, 
Town Mouse and Country Mouse, that tells the tale of 
two little rodents who couldn’t be more different. While 
Town Mouse loves nowt more than the hustle and bustle 
of the city centre, Country Mouse prefers being in the 
calm countryside, surrounded by fields. When a cat 
makes an appearance, the pair must learn to overcome 
their differences and get along together. Starring one of 
Nottingham’s very own, Narisha Lawson, it’s a proper 
celebration of local talent, an’ all. £11.50 - £31.50

Town Mouse and Country Mouse
Nottingham Playhouse

At Christmas time, Saturdays in the city centre can 
be absolutely diabolical. Everywhere you wanna go, 
everyone else is going too. You spend hours traipsing 
round department stores looking for something, 
anything, to buy your estranged Uncle Geoff who’s 
making a last-minute appearance round yours on the 
big day, and trying to carry four rolls of wrapping paper 
alongside your Boots gift sets never gets any easier. Pop 
your head in to see our Debbie Bryan for a bitta respite. 
She’ll be joined by poets and storytellers alike, who’ll 
soothe your stressed-out soul with their seasonal tales. 
You’re promised plenty of tea and cake to see you right, 
plus a free mince pie when you get there. Take a deep 
breath, and give yourself a break, duck. £6

Dreaming of a Big White Christmas Shed
Debbie Bryan Studio

Notts-based not-for-profit group People of the Streets are 
doing a right good’un this month, with their collaborative 
photographic exhibition that’s humanising our city’s 
many homeless faces. They’ve given the vulnerable 
an artistic voice by providing them with a disposable 
camera to give us an insight to their everyday life that 
you can check out at Broadmarsh. All the photos on 
display have been taken by unique members of the 
homeless community and will include a self-written 
personal story. But this ain’t just a show-and-tell 
affair; it’s an opportunity for us to offer up our support. 
Framed prints will be available to buy, along with “Keep 
Dry”, “Keep Warm” and “Freshen Up” support packs 
which provide essential items like coats and hygiene 
products. All proceeds go to the artists through a pay-
it-forward scheme, which will provide access to secure 
accommodation or much needed meals. Do your bit, 
ducks. Donations welcome.

Stories of the Streets
Broadmarsh
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FRIDAY 1 DEC 
 
🎨  On Colour: A Solo 
Exhibition by Samuel 
Harriman 
Surface Gallery  
Free, 6pm  
 
♫ Lords + Bilge Pump + 
Sweet Williams 
The Maze  
£6, 8pm  
 
♫ Project 70: Asian Blues 
New Art Exchange  
Free, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Mega Dog Soundsystem 
The Irish Centre  
£11, 10pm  
 
🍴Wolf Down Pop-Ups: 
Night Street Food Market 
Blend Coffee Shop  
Free, 5pm  
 
♫ John Wilson & Orchestra 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£19.50 - £48.50, 7pm  
 
♫ Wigflex Midland  
Pre-Party 
Rough Trade  
Free, 7pm  
 
👪  Festive Ceilidh Evening 
Sherwood Forest Country 
Park  
£24.95, 7.30pm  
 
♫ A Nightmare Before Xmas 
Horror Acoustic Show 
Ye Olde Salutation Inn  
Free, 9pm 
 

 

SATURDAY 2 DEC
 

 

♫ The Darkness 
Rock City  
£27.50, 6.30pm  
 
🔧  Cyanotype Blueprint  
Gift Card 
Debbie Bryan  
£5, 11am  
 
🎥  One-Day Course: 
 Martin Scorsese 
Broadway Cafe Bar  
£15 - £17, 10.30am  
 
👣  Strangers and Others 
Dance4  
£3.50 - £7, 7pm  
 
😂  Just the Tonic’s 
Christmas Special 
Masonic Hall  
£10 - £26.95  
 
♫ Rum’N’Bass X Um Kongo 
The Maze  
£5.50, 10pm  
 
♫ Nottingham Harmonic 
Choir: Messiah 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£17 - £23, 7pm  
 
♫ Dream Nails, Liines, 
Velodrome and Dacodac 
Rough Trade  
Free, 7pm  
 
👪  Albert Hall Christmas 
Parties 2017 
The Albert Hall  
£30.50, 7.15pm  
 
♫ Psyche and Soul 
The Angel Microbrewery  
£4, 7pm 

SUNDAY 3 DEC 
 
♫ Music Production 
Workshop 
Nottingham Contemporary  
Free, 6pm  
 
👒  The Vintage, Antique + 
Craft Fair in Wonderland 
Hopkinson Vintage, Antiques 
and Arts Centre  
Free, 11am  
 
♫ Electric Boys 
Rescue Rooms  
£17.60, 6.30pm  
 
♫ The Cann Twins 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£10, 11am  
 
👒  Bras Not Bombs 
Christmas Dress Swap 
Rough Trade  
Free, 1pm  
 
🎥  Bolshoi Ballet 2017 - 2018 
Season: The Nutcracker 
Savoy Cinema  
£11 - £13.50, 3pm 
 
 
 
 
 
MONDAY 4 DEC 
 
♫ Nottingham Trent 
University Christmas 
Lunchtime Concert 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
Free, 1pm  
 
📖  Stories for Older People 
with Nicky Rafferty 
Beeston Library  
Free, 2pm  
 
📣 The American Civil 
Rights Movement revisited, 
with Richard King 
Five Leaves Bookshop  
£3 - £3, 7pm  
 
♫ An Inspired Christmas 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£5, 7pm  
 
🎥  Kaufman’s Game 
Savoy Cinema  
£4.75 - £6.50, 8.30pm  
 
 
 
TUESDAY 5 DEC 
 
♫ Santa Cruz 
Rescue Rooms  
£12, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Notts in a Nutshell 
The Maze  
£3, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Queen + Adam Lambert 
Motorpoint Arena 
Nottingham  
£77.28 - £88.48, 8pm  
 
♫ Santa Cruz +  
Skarlett Riot 
Rescue Rooms  
£13.20, 6.30pm  
 
🎥  ROH: Royal Ballet 2017 - 
2018 Season:  
The Nutcrackerwww 
Savoy Cinema  
£11 - £13.50, 7.15pm  
 
♫ Stealth Bassline Special 
with Thorpey 
Stealth  
10pm  

WEDNESDAY 6 DEC 
 
🎥  Ten Great Film 
Composers 
Broadway Cinema  
£50 - £70, 2pm   
 
📖  Feature Writing with 
Shreya Sen-Handley 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
£65 - £85, 10am   
 
♫ Krampus Alternative 
Christmas Party Gig 
The Maze  
£3 - £4, 7.30pm  
 
📣 Crosswords  
The Malt Cross  
Free, 7.30pm  
 
💻  Completathon 
National Videogame Arcade  
Free, 7pm   
 
🎨  Assembling Vikings: 
Thinking Through Things  
in the East Midlands 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
Free, 1pm  
 
🔧  Jewellery Making Class 
with Bden Glass 
Malt Cross  
£40, 6pm  
 
THURSDAY 7 DEC 
 
👪  Work Well Workshops 
by the WWP 
Tiger Boe  
£15, 6pm 
 
🎨  Body as Canvas 
New Art Exchange  
Free, 1pm  
 
🎨  Beginners Origami 
City Arts   
£6 - £10, 10.30am  
 
👪  Brewdog Tap Takeover! 
The Embankment  
£15, 7pm  
 
♫ Knuckle Puck 
The Rescue Rooms  
£12.65, 6.30pm  
 
♫ Christmas with the  
Rat Pack 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£25.50 - £29.50, 7.30pm 
 
 
 
FRIDAY 8 DEC 
 
📖  Community Learning: 
Story Fun 
Hucknall Library  
Free, 9.30am  
 
♫ Easy Life 
Bodega  
£6, 7pm  
 
😂  Just the Tonic’s 
Christmas Big Bash 
The Belgrave Rooms  
£15 - £28.95, 8pm  
 
♫ Don Kipper  
All Hallows Hall  
£5 - £10, 7.30pm  
 
📣 Christmas Tales with  
the Woolly Tellers 
Malt Cross  
£8, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Mashochism presents 
the XXXmash UP! 
The Maze  
£5  
 

FRIDAY 8 DEC 
 
♫ Xenia Pestova 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
Free, 5pm  
 
👪  Kingdom Business 
Nottingham - Monthly 
Networking Meeting 
Malt Cross  
£6, 7.30am  
 
♫ Square One: Xmas Party 
Rescue Rooms  
£11.88, 11pm  
 
♫ You Want Fox and  
Babe Punch 
Rough Trade   
£6 - £8, 8pm  
 
♫ Denis Sulta & Big Miz 
Stealth  
10pm  
 
♫ Denis Sulta + Big Miz 
Stealth  
10pm  
 
👪  Christmas Social 2017 
Nottingham Writers Studio  
Free, 7pm  
 
♫ Pantera UK Perform 
for Dimebag Memorial 
Evening 
Ye Olde Salutation Inn  
9pm  
 
♫ Anteloup & McConnell 
Brothers live 
White Lion  
Free, 8.30pm 
 
 
 
 
 

SATURDAY 9 DEC 
 
🏬  The Hellfire Harlots 
Christmas Craft Fair 
Rough Trade   
Free, 12pm  
 
🎨  Festive Wreath 
Crafternoon 
Debbie Bryan  
£45, 2pm  
 
🎠  Craft and Culture Fair 
New Art Exchange  
Free, 12pm   
 
♫ The Most Ugly Child’s 
Christmas Party 
The Running Horse  
Free, 8.30pm  
 
👪  A Viking Christmas 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
Free, 11am  
 
🎥  How to Train  
Your Dragon 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
£3 - £5, 6pm   
 
👪  Seasonal Sing-a-long 
with the Joe Strange band 
Blend Coffee Shop  
£6 - £6, 4pm  
 
♫ Smokescreen 
Soundsystem 
The Maze  
£5, 10pm  
 
🎭  Black Beauty 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
£8.50  
 
♫ Dr Hook  
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£29 - £35, 7.30pm  

SATURDAY 9 DEC 
 
♫ Los Fatso Libres + 
Gunk + Trivial Dispute & 
Warm Copies 
Rough Trade   
Free, 7pm  
 
♫ Will Clarke 
Stealth  
10pm  
 
🎭  Santa’s Little Helper 
Beeston Library  
£5, 11am  
 
🎨  Uncanny Christmas 
Primary  
£5 - £16, 7pm 
 
 
SUNDAY 10 DEC 
 
🎭  The Gilded Merkin: 
Burlesque & Cabaret  
Glee Club  
£15 - £15, 6.30pm  
 
♫ Liam Gallagher 
Motorpoint Arena  
£40.88, 6.30pm  
 
♫ Jazz Jam 
Malt Cross  
Free, 5.30pm  
 
♫ Rocket From the Crypt  
Rescue Rooms  
£22, 7.30pm  
 
🎥  Die Hard Film and  
Food Night  
Rough Trade   
£15, 7pm  
 
👪  Light Up a Life 
Nottingham Castle  
5pm
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MONDAY 11 DEC 
 
♫ Daniel O’Donnell 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£42.50, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Small Acts of Kindness 
Change the World 
Five Leaves Bookshop  
Free, 7pm   
 
📣  Viking Hoards and the 
Making of England 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
Free, 1pm  
 
🎨 Life Drawing  
Malt Cross  
£7 - £12, 6pm  
 
🎥  Love, Actually 
Savoy Cinema  
£6.50, 6pm  
 
♫ Eliza Carthy & The 
Wayward Band 
Rescue Rooms  
£22, 7.30pm  
 
🎭  The Golden Age of 
Pantomime 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
Free, 1pm  
 
TUESDAY 12 DEC 
 
🔧  Hackspace 2.5 Work 
Nottingham Hackspace  
Free, 7pm   
 
♫ Jake La Botz  
The Running Horse  
£7.50 - £9, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Notts in a Nutshell 
The Maze  
£3, 7.30pm  
 
🎭  Henry Normal: Love, 
Relationships and Other 
Unrealistic Expectations 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
£10, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Christmas in the City 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£6, 7pm  
 
🎥  Opera National De 
Paris: La Boheme 
Savoy Cinema  
£9 - £11, 6.15pm  
 
 
 
WEDNESDAY 13 DEC 
 
📖  Beeston Tales:  
Talking Baubles 
White Lion  
£12, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Michael Ball and Alfie 
Boe: Together Again 
Motorpoint Arena  
£44.80 - £84, 7.30pm  
 
📣  Viking Warriors: Beyond 
Broad Spears and 
Bloodshed 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
Free, 1pm   
 
🔧  Christmas Bath Bomb 
Making with Black Acres 
Soap Pantry 
Malt Cross  
£15, 7pm 
 
🎥  Star Wars VII and VIII 
Double Bill 
Savoy Cinema  
£9 - £11, 9.15pm 
 
 

THURSDAY 14 DEC 
 
🎨 Kiln Fired Enamelling 
with Katie Sanderson 
Curious? Nottingham  
£62, 10:00am - 4:00pm  
 
👪 Alpine Christmas Party 
Blend Coffee Shop  
Free, 7:00pm - 11:00pm  
 
♫ Joey Costello - So High 
We Lose Our Minds 
Release Party 
JamCafé  
8:00pm - 11:30pm  
 
♫ Joglaresa: Make  
We Mirth 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
£10 - £18, 7:30pm  
 
🎭  The Wonderful West 
End: A Christmas Gala 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£16 - £26, 7:45pm  
 
♫ Tusk Christmas Party 
The Bodega  
£4.40, 9:00pm  
 
 
 
 
 
FRIDAY 15 DEC 
 
♫ The Navigation Blues 
Cooperation 
The Navigation Inn  
Free  
 
👣 Fiesta Latina 
Revolucion de Cuba  
 
♫ Kalli Ashton 
The Bodega  
£5, 6.30pm  
 
♫ Break up for Christmas 
Party at the Embankment 
The Embankment  
 
♫ The Urban Voodoo 
Machine 
The Maze  
£15, 8pm  
 
♫ Live Music 
The Malt Shovel  
Free, 7pm  
 
📖  Word Jam  
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
4pm  
 
♫ Antics Xmas Party 
Bar Eleven  
Free, 9pm  
 
♫  Lost in the riots + 
Chiyoda Ku+ Memory of 
Elephants + Excuses 
JT Soar  
£5, 7pm  
 
♫ Diio  
The Rescue Rooms  
£11, 6.30pm  
 
♫ Under The Christmas 
Tree 
Rough Trade  
Free, 7pm  
 
👪 Friday Workspace 
THINK Creative Space: 
Cobden Chambers  
Free, 9am  
 
👪 Friday Social Eating 
THINK Creative Space: 
Cobden Chambers  
Free, 12.30pm  
 
 
 

SATURDAY 16 DEC 
 
♫ Ashfields 
Rescue Rooms  
£7, 6.30pm  
 
♫ Gogol Bordello 
Rock City  
£23.50, 6.30pm  
 
🎭  The Three Musketeers 
Bonington Theatre  
£8 - £10, 7pm   
 
🎨 Saturday Art Club 
New Art Exchange  
Free, 10am  
 
♫ Lacey 
The Bodega  
£7, 6.45pm  
 
🎨 Christmas Tree 
Ornaments 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
£40 - £50, 10am   
 
🎤  “Dreaming of a Big 
White Shed Christmas” 
Poetry Evening 
Debbie Bryan  
£6, 5.30pm  
 
👪 Steampunk Christmas 
Market 
Sneinton Market  
Free, 11am  
 
♫ André Rieu 
Motorpoint Arena 
Nottingham  
£50.40 - £110.88, 8pm  
 
🚲 Wheel Building  
Nottingham Bikeworks  
£65, 10.30am   
 
♫ Christmas with The 
Overtones 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£22.50 - £38.50, 7.30pm  
 
🎥  Home Alone 
Savoy Cinema  
£2, 10am  
 
📣  Christmas Murder  
Most Interesting 
Eastwood Library  
£13.50, 10am   
 
🔧  How To Be A Poet  
Nottingham Writers Studio  
£5 - £3, 10am  
 
 
 
SUNDAY 17 DEC 
 
🎭  The Three Musketeers 
Bonington Theatre  
£8 - £10, 7.30pm   
 
🎭  The Ghosts of 
Christmas Past 
Chilwell Arts Theatre  
£8 - £10, 7.30pm   
 
👪 Beer and Carols 
The Malt Cross  
Free, 5.30pm  
 
♫ The Bootleg Beatles 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£25.50 - £29.50, 7.30pm  
 
🎥  Home Alone 
Savoy Cinema  
£2, 10am  
 
♫ Christmas Starts Here: 
Lace City Chorus 
The Albert Hall  
£8 - £12, 4pm 
 
 

MONDAY 18 DEC 
 
👪 Movie Mondays  
Spanky Van Dykes  
Free, 8pm  
 
🎲  Pub Quiz 
Malt Cross  
£1, 8.30pm  
 
📖  Stories for Older People 
with Nicky Rafferty 
Beeston Library  
Free, 2pm  
 
♫ The Alphadogs  
Family Tour   
Rescue Rooms  
£20, 7.30pm  
 
🎥  Flash Gordon 
Savoy Cinema  
£4.75 - £6.50, 8.30pm  
 
 
 
TUESDAY 19 DEC 
 
♫ Phlebas 
Bar Eleven  
£3  
 
♫ Notts in a Nutshell 
The Maze  
£3, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Honeyblood 
Rescue Rooms  
£12.65  
 
♫ Kate Rusby at Christmas 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£26, 7.30pm  
 
🎲  Pub Quiz 
Sir John Borlase Warren  
Free, 8.30pm  
 
♫ Youth Club 
The Bodega  
£7.70, 7pm  
 
♫ An Evening of 
Christmas Cheer! 
Nottingham Arts Theatre  
£10, 7pm 
 
 
 
 
WEDNESDAY 20 DEC 
 
😂  Comedy Night Special - 
Adam Rowe 
Canal House  
£1, 8pm   
 
🎩  Home From Home? East 
Midland Place-Names and 
the Story of Viking 
Settlement 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
Free, 1pm   
 
🎭  Town Mouse and 
Country Mouse: Relaxed 
Performances 
Nottingham Playhouse  
10.30am  
 
♫ Nottingham Harmonic 
Choir: Family Carol 
Concert 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£10 - £20, 7pm  
 
♫ One Giant Causeway 
The Bodega  
£4.40, 7pm  
 
🎩  A Victorian Christmas 
in Nottingham 
Beeston Library  
£3, 2pm  
 
 

THURSDAY 21 DEC 
 
🎨 Paint a Pot Thursdays 
The Harley Gallery  
£5 - £20, 10am  
 
♫ Keep the Faith: Bon 
Giovi Live! 
The Southbank Bar - 
Nottingham City  
£5 - £66, 7pm  
 
♫ Fundraiser for 
Nottingham City Hospital: 
Alice Short + Izzy Carlin 
+ Matt Humphreys  
The Maze  
£5, 7pm  
 
♫ Get Ready:  
The 60s Club Night 
Rough Trade Nottingham  
Free, 7pm  
 
🎲  Thursday Night 
Throwdown 
The Southbank Bar  
Free, 8pm  
 
👪 Every 3rd Thurs 
THINK Creative Space: 
Cobden Chambers  
Free, 6pm 
 
 
 
FRIDAY 22 DEC 
 
👣 Fiesta Latina 
Revolucion de Cuba  
 
♫ Salmagundi Winter 
Party 
The Polish Club  
£6 - £10, 7.30pm   
 
🎥  Movie Night: Die Hard 
Blend Coffee Shop  
£6 - £6, 7pm   
 
♫ Rise Up! The Nest 
Collective Winter Bash 
The Maze  
£5 - £7, 8pm  
 
🎭  Black Beauty:  
BSL Interpreted 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
£9.50 - £11, 1pm  
 
👪 Friday Workspace 
THINK Creative Space: 
Cobden Chambers  
Free, 9am  
 
👪 Friday Social Eating 
THINK Creative Space: 
Cobden Chambers  
Free, 12.30pm 
 
 
SATURDAY 23 DEC 
 
♫ New Model Army 
Rock City  
£22.50, 6.30pm  
 
♫ Christmas Covers Party 
The Bodega  
£7.50, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Saturday Night Jam 
The Southbank Bar - 
Nottingham City  
Free, 7pm  
 
♫ Electric Swing Circus 
The Maze  
£10, 8.30pm  
 
♫ Nottingham Harmonic 
Choir: Family Carol 
Concert 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£10 - £20, 5pm  
 
 

SATURDAY 23 DEC 
 
🎥  Home Alone 
Savoy Cinema  
£2, 10am  
 
⚽ Notts County v 
Cambridge United 
Notts County Football Club  
£15, 3pm  
 
⚽ Mansfield Town v 
Morecambe 
Mansfield Town Football 
Club  
3pm  
 
😼 Nottingham Panthers v 
Manchester Storm 
Motorpoint Arena  
£9 - £20, 7pm  
 
👪 Christmas Kidsophonic 
in Space 
The Albert Hall  
£5 - £8, 10.30am 
 
 
SUNDAY 24 DEC 
 
👒  The Vintage, Antique + 
Craft Fair in Wonderland 
Hopkinson Vintage, 
Antiques and Arts Centre  
Free, 11am  
 
♫ Xmas Eve  
The Maze  
Free, 6pm  
 
♫ Golden Eagle Christmas 
Carol Concert 
The Golden Eagle  
Free, 7pm  
 
🎥  Home Alone 
Savoy Cinema  
£2, 10am  
 
👪 Christmas Eve Walk 
Sherwood Forest Country 
Park  
£3, 11am   
 
♫ Live Jazz 
The Bell Inn  
Free  
 
♫ Sunday Lunchtime Jazz 
and Lion Music Quiz 
The Lion at Basford  
Free, 1.30pm 
 
 
MONDAY 25 DEC 
 
🎨  Christmas Bleddy Day 
Mam’s Yard  
You’ve paid enough in 
advance, dinner’s at 3pm,  
 
TUESDAY 26 DEC 
 
♫ Phlebas 
Bar Eleven  
£3  
 
♫ A Well-Deserved Lie-In 
Yer Bed  
Till at least 11am  
 
🎲  Pub Quiz 
Sir John Borlase Warren  
Free, 8.30pm  
 
⚽ Nottingham Forest v 
Sheffield Wednesday 
Nottingham Forest Football 
Club  
£5 - £22, 3pm  
 
👪 Boxing Day Walk 
Sherwood Forest  
Country Park  
£3, 11.30am  
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NUSIC
BOX

Your new Notts music tip sheet, as compiled 
by Nusic’s Sam Nahirny. 
 
Want more? Check the fortnightly podcasts 
and live sessions in the Nusic website.

For more events, check out leftlion.co.uk/listings

Sundaze 

These guys describe their music better than I ever could 
with the words “psychedelic moon pop.” Sounds a bit odd, 
dunnit? And it is, in the best possible way. Sundaze create 
the quirky, jangly kind of guitar-pop that’s destined to 
have your brain bopping good and proper. Think Mystery 
Jets when the famous geezer left and they actually got 
good, mix it with a good dose of proper Nottsness, and 
sprinkle some insanely catchy melodies on top. There you 
have it: Sundaze. And here’s the weird factor; lead single 
Mr Goo has a droning, proper creepy chant at the end of it 
that sounds like something out of a Tim Burton movie. Is it 
awesome, though? You betcha.

 
facebook.com/sundaze666

 

Truhvas 

It’s well difficult to explain Truhvas’ sound in words. It’s a 
bit hip hop. A bit trap. A bit electronic. All topped off with 
a slick pop sheen that could easily be heard on daytime 
radio. His debut body of work is an EP called 4Play, and 
is proper interesting. It’s an eclectic, four-track release 
which aims to convey “the emotional roller coasters of love, 
anxiousness and life” whether it’s Drunk & High which we 
can totally see going off at 2am, or the more chill Saturday, 
which almost has Drake Take Care-era vibes. He’s a man 
of many talents, too: writing, producing, and recording all 
of his own tunes. It’ll be interesting to see where T goes 
next but, if this debut is anything to go by, it’ll definitely be 
somewhere exciting. 

 
facebook.com/truhvas

WEDNESDAY 27 DEC 
 
🎤  Open Mic Night 
The Bell Inn  
Free  
 
📖  Community Learning: 
Creative Writing 
Beeston Library  
£36, 1.30pm  
 
😼 Nottingham Panthers v 
Sheffield Steelers 
Motorpoint Arena  
£9 - £20, 7pm  
 
🎨  Open Hack 
Nottingham Hackspace  
Free, 6.30pm  
 
♫ Crisis 
Rock City  
£21, 10pm  
 
 
THURSDAY 28 DEC 
 
🎤  81BC Trio Open Mic 
Night 
The Navigation Inn  
Free  
 
♫ Urban Intro & Friends 
The Southbank Bar - 
Nottingham City  
£20, 7pm  
 
🎭  Black Beauty:  
Relaxed Performance 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
£8.50 - £10, 3.30pm  
 
🎥  Italian Opera 2017 - 18: 
Andrea Chenier 
Savoy Cinema  
£9 - £11, 8pm  
 

THURSDAY 28 DEC 
 
🎭  Italian Opera 2017-18: 
Andrea Chenier 
Savoy Cinema  
£9 - £11, 8pm  
 
👪  Festive Biscuits 
Green’s Windmill  
£4, 11am  
 
FRIDAY 29 DEC 
 
👣 Fiesta Latina 
Revolucion de Cuba  
 
♫ Live Music 
The Grosvenor  
Free, 9pm  
 
♫ Live Music 
The Malt Shovel  
Free, 7pm  
 
♫ The Reverends + 
Criminal Mind + Pizza 
Tramp + Yur Mum + Public 
Gallery 
The Maze  
£8, 7pm  
 
👪  Friday Workspace 
THINK Creative Space: 
Cobden Chambers  
Free, 9am  
 
👪  Friday Social Eating 
THINK Creative Space: 
Cobden Chambers  
Free, 12.30pm  
 
🏈 Nottingham Rugby v 
London Scottish 
Nottingham Rugby Club  
£6 - £13, 7.45pm 
 
 

SATURDAY 30 DEC 
 
♫ Saturday Night Jam 
The Southbank Bar - 
Nottingham City  
Free, 7pm   
 
🎭  Town Mouse and 
Country Mouse: Relaxed 
Performances 
Nottingham Playhouse  
1.15pm 
 
😼 Nottingham Panthers v 
Coventry Blaze 
Motorpoint Arena 
Nottingham  
£9 - £20, 7pm  
 
SUNDAY 31 DEC 
 
♫ NYE Party 
Malt Cross  
£10, 8pm  
 
♫ Soul Buggin’ presents 
NYE 2017 
Rough Trade Nottingham  
£5, 8pm  
 
🎲 Poker Night  
The Grosvenor  
£5 - £5, 8:00pm - 8:00pm  
 
♫ New Year’s Eve Party  
The Embankment  
£40  
 
♫ Bamalamasingsong 
The Southbank Bar - 
Nottingham City  
£15, 8.30pm  
 
♫ 1920s Themed New Years 
Eve Party 
The Miners Arms  
£5 - £5, 7pm  

SUNDAY 31 DEC 
 
♫ NYE_17 Secret Party 
Projects x Pop Up Party 
Nottingham Contemporary  
£15 - £24, 9pm   
 
😂  Just the Tonic’s New 
Years Eve Special 
The Belgrave Rooms  
£10 - £19.50, 8pm  
 
♫ Soul Buggin’ NYE 2017 
Rough Trade Nottingham  
£5 - £8, 8pm   
 
♫ Deeper Than Roots 
Presents... Ray Keith  
The Maze  
9pm  
 
♫ Tumble + MIMM + 
Rubberdub + Reloaded + 
Pondlife + More 
Nottingham Irish Centre  
£12 - £20, 10pm  
 
♫ Bring in the New Year 
with 975Kemetfm  
Marcus Garvey Ballroom  
£15, 10pm  
 
♫ New Year’s Eve Gala 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£15 - £32, 6pm  
 
♫ Stealth New Years Eve 
Stealth  
£33, 10pm  
  
♫ New Years Eve 
Sounthbank Bar   
Free, 7pm

ONGOING STUFF LIKE EXHIBITIONS AND PLAYS AND THAT

 
👪  Christmas at Newstead 
Abbey 
Newstead Abbey  
Free, 10am  
Fri 1 Dec - Sat 23 Dec 
 
🎨  The Authorities 
Syson Gallery  
Free  
Fri 1 Dec - Sun 3 Dec 
 
🎨  On Colour 
Surface Gallery  
Free  
Fri 1 Dec - Sat 9 Dec 
 
🎨  Andy Gallagher Art 
Exhibition 
Arnold Library  
Free, 9am  
Fri 1 Dec - Sat 23 Dec 
 
💪  Ashtanga Yoga 
The Dragon  
£8 - £75  
Fri 1 Dec - Sun 31 Dec 
 
🎭  Cinderella 
Nottingham Playhouse  
£23 - £35.50  
Fri 1 Dec - Sat 20 Jan 
 
🎨  Leftovers 
Surface Gallery  
Free, 12pm  
Sat 2 Dec - Sat 16 Dec 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
🎭  Jack and the Beanstalk 
Nottingham Arts Theatre  
£8.50 - £14  
Sat 2 Dec - Sun 17 Dec 
 
🎨  A5 Christmas Exhibition 
Patchings Art Centre  
Sat 2 Dec - Sun 24 Dec 
 
🎨  Art Investigator Max 
The Djanogly Art Gallery  
Free, 12pm  
Sat 2 Dec - Sat 24 Mar 
 
👪  Tiny Fingers Tiny Toes 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
£5, 10am  
Thu 7 Dec - Thu 29 Mar 
 
🎨  Festive Weekend 
Focus Gallery  
Free  
Fri 8 Dec - Sun 10 Dec 
 
🎥  The Polar Express 
Savoy Cinema  
£2,  10am  
Sat 9 Dec - Sun 10 Dec 
 
🌅  Dog Grotto 
Sherwood Forest  
Country Park  
£2,  11am  
Sat 9 Dec - Sun 10 Dec 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
🎭  An Ideal Husband 
Lace Market Theatre  
£9 - £11, 7.30pm  
Sat 9 Dec - Sat 16 Dec 
 
🎭  Black Beauty 
Djanogly Theatre  
£8.50 - £11  
Sat 9 Dec - Sun 31 Dec 
 
🎨  Giddy Up Installation 
Wallner Gallery  
Free  
Sat 9 Dec - Sun 31 Dec 
 
🎭  Beauty and the Beast 
Theatre Royal and Royal  
Concert Hall  
£18 - £35.50  
Sat 9 Dec - Sun 14 Jan 
 
♫ Beer and Carols 
The Malt Cross  
Free, 7pm  
Mon 11 Dec - Wed 13 Dec 
 
🎥  Star Wars: The Last Jedi 
Savoy Cinema  
£4.75 - £6.50, 1.30pm  
Wed 13 Dec - Sun 17 Dec 
 
🎭  Town Mouse and 
Country Mouse  
Nottingham Playhouse  
£11.50  
Wed 13 Dec - Sat 6 Jan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
🏫 Danelaw Saga: Bringing 
Vikings Back to the East 
Midlands 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
Free  
Fri 15 Dec - Sun 8 Apr 
 
👪  Santa Punch & Judy 
with Professor Paul Temple 
Rufford Abbey  
Free, 12pm  
Sat 16 Dec - Sun 17 Dec 
 
🎨  From Ear to Ear to Eye 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free  
Sat 16 Dec - Sun 4 Mar 
 
 
 
 
 



Fresh Creps

Soft Brexit

Pints

Tea Towel

Captial O Culture

U Canteen

Dubstep Bangerz

Raleigh Burner

Tuffies

World Peas

Panto Tickets

Send us a picture of your completed word 
search by tweeting @LeftLion, and we’ll think 
about giving you a prize...





12 Proper Notts New Year’s Eve Parties

Just the Tonic
The Belgrave Rooms

If you’re not one for the rough and tumble of a club dance floor, and you can think of 
nothing worse than seeing in the new year in a mammoth bar queue, don’t resign 
yourself to a night in front of the telly box. Round up a couple of your like-minded pals 
and settle in for a night of top dollar laughs, all courtesy of Just the Tonic. They’ve 
belled up some of the funniest fellas they know – Dave Longley, Josh Howie, Noel 
James and Sam Avery – to come dahn and get you giggling good and proper. To keep 
your spends low, JTT have teamed up with Tamatanga, so you can enjoy a curry at 
discounted prices before the show, and line the stomach before you undoubtedly sink a 
few over the course of the evening. They’ve thought of everything, han’t they? £10

Bamalamasingsong Southbank Bar 
Nottingham City

Surely you know the ropes for this one by now. I’m Not From London’s biggest and 
baddest night is turning it up a notch, what with it being the last party of the year an’ 
all. If this is your first time at the Bamalama rodeo, you’re in for a treat. It’s essentially 
the best karaoke party on the planet, but with a couple of twists: there’s a live band 
instead of a dodgy backing track, and you’re the lead singer. Well, you and everyone 
else in attendance. It’s an early doors ting, with the city centre Southbank Bar patiently 
awaiting your arrival from 8.30pm, so head out early to make the most of it. Once the 
band have finished, there’ll be a cracking club night for you to enjoy, too. We reckon this 
one’s gonna be emotional. £15 in advance, £20 on the door

Deeper Than Roots: 
Dubplate Special
The Maze

Newly refurbished, thanks to a roaringly successful 
Kickstarter campaign backed by your generous 
selves, The Maze has got you covered for New Year’s 
Eve. Deeper Than Roots are giving ‘em a hand, and 
together, they’re bringing the original rudeboy, Ray 
Keith, to the Hoodtown masses. He’s gonna be playing 
a two-hour set, and Omen Breaks and Fel Dem will 
be spinning, too. Plus, catch the likes of Origin One, 
Ashmore and Motormouf, and Nebula 2… £10 early 
bird, £12 adv, £15 otd

Tumble + Mimm + 
RubberDub
The I Club

Oosh. The party gods have looked favourably upon 
us with this one, as they’ve drawn together a mighty 
collaboration of vibe bringers for the NYE party to 
end ‘em all. Get down to the Irish Centre for two 
rooms packed to the rafters with goods. Room one 
will house Tumble Audio, RubberDub and Pondlife, 
supplying the bassline, grime and UK garage. Room 
two sees Mimm, Trent Bass and Chord Marauders 
delivering trap, hip hop and house to the masses. It’s 
gonna be messy. £12 - £15

Soul Buggin’ 
Rough Trade

The Broad Street venue has been proper busy this 
year, and they’re not slowing down as it draws to a 
close. Bringing in the folks at Soul Buggin’ to deliver 
the tunes through their Funktion-One soundsystem, 
the venue’s got a late licence especially for you lot to 
enjoy the very best in soul, funk, house and disco as 
you see in 2018. With Andy Riley and Osborne on the 
decks, as well as a couple of Soul Buggin’ regulars, it’s 
set to be a top night. £5 Fred’s House

The Embankment 

It’s a slightly more relaxed affair up round West 
Bridgford ways, so if you’re not up for the mayhem 
of the city centre, tek a trip over to The Embank-
ment. They’re putting on a proper spread for yow lot, 
including a three-course buffet and a complimentary 
glass of fizz, and another one as the clock strikes 
twelve. There’ll also be tunes from live band, Fred’s 
House, so you can gerrabit of dancing in to work off 
your vol au vents. £40

Harare + DJ Bradley Jam
Malt Cross

Everyone’s favourite former Victorian music hall 
turned charity-run bar is bringing the big guns 
out for 2018. Leave the heels at home and wear in 
your best dancing shoes, cos this is a party that 
won’t let you rest on yer laurels. The Malt Cross will 
play host to local legend, DJ Bradley Jam, whose 
world music dance vibes’ll see you right. Plus, 
Zimbabwean dance music group, Harare, will be 
playing live. We’ll see you on the dance floor. £10

Secret Party Projects x 
Pop Up Party
Nottingham 
Contemporary

Tempreh are keeping us waiting with baited breath 
for this one. The art gallery is gearing up to host 
a party with an air of mystery, firmly encasing the 
goods within, as Secret Party Projects have teamed 
up with Pop Up Party to see you past midnight the 
right way. The Space will see deep house and disco 
sounds pumped up to those high ceilings, while the 
DJs in the CafeBar will be playing the soulful tunes. 
£15 - £24

Wigflex 
Brickworks

Shouts to the all-night raving crew. While most 
venues’ll kick you out on your ear holes at around 3am, 
Wigflex are prepared to bring you some downright 
murky beats until six in the morning. If you make it 
that far. Avalon and Willow, two females that have set 
fire to the scene this year, are on the lineup, alongside 
Lone, and Wigflex kingpin, Lukas Wigflex himsen. It’s 
bound to be naughty. £15 Howlin’ Bones + The 

Maybellines
Annie’s Burger Shack

Tek a trip across the pond without having to leave 
your beloved Hoodtown, courtesy of our Annie and 
her bleddy brilliant Burger Shack. She’s booked the 
roaring rockabilly band, Howlin’ Bones, who’ll be 
playing the best beats for your dancing feet to boogie 
on down to in her underground Ocean State Tavern. 
There’s support from The Maybellines, too. You’ll 
need to book tickets online, so get in sharpish if you 
know what’s good for you. £7.50

New Years Eve Party
MOJO 

If you’ve popped your head into Thurland Street’s 
latest opening, MOJO, you’ll know they don’t do 
things by halves. Be it the fried chicken and syrup-
topped waffles or the 2am, atop-the-bar dancing, 
MOJO is a force to be reckoned with, and they’re 
not holding back with the new year celebrations. 
You can turn up free of charge, but they’re offering a 
table package that includes welcome drinks and a 
party platter for just £20pp. Tables of six or more get a 
couple bottles of fizz thrown in, too. £20pp for a table, 
otherwise free entry.

DirtyFilthySexy: New 
Queer’s Eve Glitter Ball
Spanky Van Dyke’s

It was a sad day for all when Spanky Van Dyke’s 
announced that they would soon be closing their 
doors for the final time. So we’re proper chuffed 
that we get to see the last night of the year, and the 
venue, out in style. Join DirtyFilthySexy as they bring 
glitter balloons, face painting, and live performances 
from some of Nottingham’s best-loved drag queens, 
Scarlett O’Tara, Glitterhawk and Baby Tap. Dress to 
impress. £6
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Lenton

Bus Gang: Orange line

Historial Resident: 
Captain Albert Ball

Bus Gang: 

Historial Resident: 
Captain Albert Ball

Sneinton

Postcode: NG7

Populace: 
Students gone mwad
Top Building: 
Marcus Garvey Ballroom

Postcode: NG2 

Populace: Cool beans

Top Building: 
Green’s Windmill

Historical Resident: Bendigo

Bus Gang: Red line

Sagittarius (23 Nov – 22 Dec)
The constellation of Virgo has seen you 
gazing at her and she has a message for you: 
Her eyes are up here, fool.

Capricorn (Dec 23 – Jan 19)
This week you will learn that, on occasion, 
monkeys do come in barrels. However, the 
zoo you got them from must be questioned 
and it’s certain that no-one is laughing.  

Aquarius (20 Jan – 19 Feb)
Someday in the future, humanity will have 
a healthy and balanced attitude towards 
sexuality. Until then, you have a great idea 
that just might make you extremely rich.

Pisces (20 Feb – 20 Mar)
It’s true that your brain is mature beyond 
your years. While that sounds like a 
compliment, it’s actually a medical diagnosis. 
Your frontal lobe is deteriorating rapidly and 
your motor strip is about to give up.

Aries (21 Mar –  20 Apr)
Earth and Water magic are very prominent in 
your sign this week, indicating this is a good 
time to do anything involving a lot of mud.

Taurus (21 Apr –  21 May)
You might die unmourned, disgraced and 
completely alone. But on the plus side, 
you’ll do it on national television so you’re 
technically a big success.

Gemini (22 May –  22 June)
Your co-workers seem to indicate that they’d 
like you to get rid of the beard. But it’s a bit 
awkward as you’ve been married to her for 
almost fifteen years now.

Cancer (23 June –  23 July)
While it’s true that 70% of the earth’s surface 
is covered in water, it still doesn’t explain 
why you constantly need to be rescued 
from drowning.

Leo (24 July – 23 Aug)
While it turns out security dogs cannot 
actually smell fear, they’re really good at 
smelling that reefer you’ve got in your 
back pocket.

Virgo (24 Aug – 23 Sept)
You’ll never again hear a bad word spoken 
about you, following a bathroom-based 
accident where you go way too far with a 
cotton bud.  

Libra (24 Sept – 23 Oct)
You have gained a deep understanding that 
both time and space are illusions, which 
makes it all the more frustrating that you’re 
consistently in the wrong place at the 
wrong time.

Scorpio (24 Oct – 22 Nov)
Venus, the Herald of Love, passes into your 
sign this week. But it’s so disgusting and 
creepy in there that she takes less than an 
hour to get the hell out again.
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on New Year’s Eve we’ll have buses until 4am, 
there goes your excuse to leave the party early!

for full timetables of our festive service head to
trentbarton.co.uk

Sunday 24 Dec   Sunday service with last buses around 6pm
Christmas Eve 

Monday 25 Dec   no service
Christmas Day   

Tuesday 26 Dec   Sunday service
Boxing Day (no service on skylink express and 20, 
  pronto will run hourly Mansfield - Nottingham during the day)

Wednesday 27 Dec   Saturday service until midnight 
Thursday 28 Dec (Saturday nightbuses will not run)  
 
Friday 29 Dec   Saturday service including nightbuses 
Saturday 30 Dec 

Sunday 31 Dec  Sunday service with last buses around 8pm, we'll also     
New Year's Eve be running nightbuses until 4am for you party animals! 
   
Monday 1 Jan no service
New Year's Day   

Tuesday 2 Jan   everything goes back to normal!

 Sunday service with last buses around 8pm, we'll also      Sunday service with last buses around 8pm, we'll also     

here’s how we’ll be running over the festive period
to help keep you moving during the holidays...  



Credit: Ziad Antar, from the series Intensive Beirut II, 2017, colour print, courtesy of Selma Feriani Gallery.

to Ear
From Ear

to Eye
Sounds and Stories from  

Across the Arab World

16 Dec 2017 — 4 Mar 2018

International art. For everyone. For free.

www.nottinghamcontemporay.org
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