








Meet Raggy 
Joe; the coolest, 
most insanely 
handsome 
criminal in the 
Wild West… 
also known as 
Nottingham. 

He’s well-known for winning The Most 
Twelve-Inch Pizzas Eaten in an Hour 
Award, and is credited for not only one but 
two appearances on Antiques Roadshow. 
Joe has loved partaking in saloon brawls 
since an early age. However, it was in 
2001 when he fractured his hip that this 
had to come to an abrupt end.

Raggy Joe was created by Billy Partridge, 
an aspiring sixteen-year-old illustrator 
from West Bridgford in Nottingham who 
creates doodles of characters, and just 
about everything else. He’s behind the 
cover and poster work for this issue, and 
featured in LeftLion’s Art Works section 
last year.

billy.f.partridge@gmail.com
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17 Little John The 
 Bare-knuckle Boxer
 Modern-day Bendigo? We   
 reckon Ezekial Bone’s gentle   
 giant of a mate ain’t far off

Well, that was a start and half to the year 
wannit? The train station caught fire, but 
we did get a bit of snow and Forest beat 
Arsenal. It’s all about the balance, innit? 
All about tekkin’ the bad wi’ the good, 
innit? We’re doing alright, youth.

In this issue we look at a few characters 
who know a thing or two about keeping 
both feet on the ground: from a bare-
knuckle boxer, a bouncer and a Shaolin-
trained martial artist, to charitable 
champions, soundsystem enthusiasts, and 
sticker slappers. Buckle up duck, it’s about 
to get lairy.

December saw us say goodbye to 
inspecting old-school adverts, with the 
departure of long-time columnist Wayne 
Burrows, and this month we announce the 
end of Street Tales; the stories that look at 
the history of our city’s streets. 
Our Joe Earp, the writer of the series, will 
be staying around for other magazine-
based endeavours though, so keep yer 
peepers peeled.

A special big-up goes out to everyone 
who attended our third LeftLion Open 
House in January. We managed to get 
the music going this time, and proper 
enjoyed chatting about all your lot’s ideas. 
Hold tight whoever put “raving” in the 
Suggestion Globe. We salute you, and will 
be implementing said action imminently. 
Big fish style.

Before I do one, here’s a quick reminder: 
the Young Creative Awards are still open 
for entries. If you’re 13 – 24 and have 
got summat to share with the world – 
whether that’s in creative writing, film, 
photography, theatre, dance, graphic 
design, architecture, animation, or music – 
mek sure you submit your wares before the 
end of March to be in for a chance of cash 
prizes and recognition from professionals in 
the industreh.

That’s enough from me for a month. I’ll 
leave you to bask in the punches, the 
graffiti, and the bass. Thanks for coming. 
Until the next tweak.

Bridie Squires
bridie.squires@leftlion.co.uk

18 Stick ‘Em Up
 We’ve searched far and wide   
 for some of Nottingham’s   
 most prolific sticker artists

09 A Bouncer in Notts
 A doorman from one of the  
 city centre boozers reveals  
 all in our ongoing series



words: Joe Earp
illustration: Eva Brudenell

We delve a little deeper into the history of our city’s streets...

WHAT NOTTS
Find out what’s been going off around and about the city over the past month... 

6   leftlion.co.uk/issue98

The Emett Clock, also known as The Aqua 
Horological Tintinnabulater, was designed 
and created by Rowland Emett. The clock 
arrived at the Victoria Centre in 1973. 
Since its installation, the clock has become 
a much-loved local landmark and a popular 
meeting place.
 
Since its first installation, the clock has 
chimed on the hour and half hour, playing 
Gigue en Rondeau II (1724) from Rameau's 
(1683–1764), Pieces de Clavecin Suite in 
E-minor. This musical, animated sculpture 
was originally situated between Boots, 
Next and John Lewis (formerly Jessops) 
on the lower mall of the Victoria Shopping 
Centre. At some point, the clock was 
modified to chime and play the music 
every fifteen minutes.

In 2014, the future of the clock looked grim. 
There were reports in the media and local 
community that the clock was going to 
be dismantled and would no longer be 
displayed in the Victoria Centre. 

Thankfully, the clock was not to be 
removed, and after more than forty years 
at the heart of the shopping centre, the 
Emett Clock was lovingly restored by local 
Engineer Pete Dexter and The Rowland 

Emett Society. Over the summer of the 
same year, the clock went on display for 
a exhibition at the Millennium Point in 
Birmingham.

After being put on display in Birmingham, 
it was put into storage until December. 
The parts were then transported back to 
Nottingham, where further refurbishment 
work was carried out by Pete Dexter. It 
was then officially reassembled in its 
current location on the north end of the 
upper mall in the Victoria Centre. Its 
stature, colour scheme and most of its 
original water features were restored. It 
was officially restarted on 17 June 2015 
by Emma Jaggers, granddaughter of 
Pete Dexter.
 
So, the future of the clock looks safe for 
now. A common local custom is to throw 
a coin into the clock's pond and make a 
wish. Many children and adults alike have 
done this over the years and it’s become 
popular among Viccy Centre shoppers, 
with all donations given to local charities. 
 
For more on Nottingham history, 
check out the Nottingham Hidden 
History website.

YOU REDS 
After an absolutely dismal start to the 
football season with our boys losing left, 
right and centre, Forest fans were in for a 
new-year miracle last month when the lads 
beat Arsenal. Faced with playing Arsene 
Wenger’s Premier League team in the third 
round of the FA Cup, we reckon the Forest 
team were doing little poops in their pants 
at the thought of taking on the cream of the 
football crop. But they pulled it out of the 
bag, and managed to score four cracking 
goals to Arsenal’s two.  
 
It was smiles all round for double goal 
scorer, Eric Lichaj. After scoring two 
absolute shiners, Twitter launched into 
a frenzy to help Mr Lichaj convince his 
wife to let him get a dog. Apparently 
she’d promised him a pooch if he scored 
a hat-trick during the season, but Forest 
fans were so proud of his efforts against 
Arsenal, they felt he deserved a furry friend 
a bit earlier.  

TRAIN STATION BUNNAGE 
The commuters of Nottingham and beyond 
were sent into a bamboozle in January, 
when the city’s train station went up in 
flames. The fire started at about 6.30am, 
and could be seen rising from 
the roof by an audience of gobsmacked 
chops. Everything’s more or less back 
to normal now, with a near full service 
reinstated just a couple of days later, but 
the authorities are treating the incident 
as arson. The boggers.
 
BIN ‘EM
Residents in Scotholme Avenue off Radford 
Road in Hyson Green have been beefin’ the 
council, claiming that even though they 
all leave their recycling bins out on the 
right day, the council have forgot to pick 
‘em up on four separate occasions. “What 
are we paying our council tax for?” asks 
Bill Reynolds, co-owner of Deviant Angel 
Emporium. “If any other business didn’t do 
what they promised, you wouldn’t pay.” 
The council have said soz. 

 

BOUNCER ON A MAD ONE 
No more than five days into January, 
everyone lost the bleddy plot on Queen 
Street. Clubbers poured out of Ink, 
scrapping all over the road, with the tail-
end of the bust-up caught on camera and 
plastered all over social media. Chaos. 
One particularly club-fisted doorman has 
been called out for repeatedly wallopping 
a relentless chap, who somehow kept 
getting back up after the blows. Ink say the 
bouncer won’t be working there from now 
on. Eek.

SWANNING ABOUT
Three Notts police officers were proper 
flapping when they drove down London 
Road to find some feathered fiends holding 
up the traffic. A pair of swans – whose 
status as the Queen’s fave had clearly gone 
to their heads – saw it fit to saunter down 
the middle of the road without a care for 
the bobbies on beat. The poor coppers 
engaged in a brief stand-off with the birds, 
before the peckers skulked off like it was no 
big deal.

ANYBODY HOME?
Let’s set the scene. It’s a Thursday 
morning, you’ve rang in sick for work, 
you’ve just settled on the sofa with a 
cuppa char and a sausage roll, and BOOM, 
a bloke drives straight through your front 
window, dredging up your geraniums and 
soiling your curtains. Nobody needs it. 
But a similar thing happened last month; 
fortunately this time the house was an 
empty new build. The driver has been 
released under investigation. Watch 
out, ducks. 
 
CREME-ING PROFITS  
Seemingly unable to function without a 
corporately exploited holiday being rammed 
down our throats, the UK population goes 
a bit barmy for Creme Eggs at this time of 
year. In 2018, good ol’ Mr Cadbury has gone 
all Willy Wonka and hidden white chocolate 
eggs worth £1k in the mix. But one Notts 
Sainsbury’s worker got a touch of the 
Veruca Salt, and was caught red-handed 
carefully opening the boggers in store to 
see if he could find the bounty. Cheeky 
bleeder! Nuff respect. 

nottinghamhiddenhistoryteam.wordpress.com 
 
 



Nottingham’s most opinionated 
grocers on...

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS
We don’t do them. We always think perhaps 
we should be kinder to people in the shop, but 
then we never are. Maybe we’ll make an effort 
to get fitter and healthier next year? Maybe 
we’re going wine tasting in California?

"Tell me honestly. Did you eat 
a cat treat or did you nearly 
eat a cat treat?"

“You like gherkins? I don't mind them. I like throwing them at people.”

“I don't want a job. 

I just want to play 

with puppies.”

Mam: What do you say 
to Nanna for getting 
you the pyjamas?
Kid: Nothing. I don't 
want them. I wanted 
the bike.

Man: Might just get some garlic bread.Woman: What do you want that for? Just to eat?

Dude: I'm just gonna spend all my money on booze. Lass: What about skydiving?

“I thought Nottingham 

was revolting until 

we came here! Pity 

we’ve got to get the 

train now.”

“Now I don't like to 

interfere, but you

know me I can't not 

say anything.”
Man: Is dippable even 

a word?!

Woman: It should be.

“I'm terrin' ya, when you find a good girl you gotta keep it. Buy her a chain or summat.”

“She's really funny. She's just a bit of a c**t.”

“I've got in shitloads of 

booze in for Shannon's 

sixteenth. Well, I'm not 

having them get stuff 

from just anywhere.”

"Look what fate brought. Me in your personal space."

"That's enough cake 

to to fill a house!"

“So you could use the paddle board, or you could sit on the front of the big board while I push you around. It's whatever you want to do, really.”

“They've opened one burger place, so let's open another burger place! It's so stupid.”

''I’ve spent more on 

chlamydia medication 

than your car’s worth." 

Bloke: Look at them.Woman: What are they?Bloke: Roast conkers.

Woman 1: At last year’s 

Christmas party, there 

was a young woman 

who got her boobs out.

Woman 2: I never…

Woman 1: She has a 

good rack though.

“Some of those kids look familiar 

but to be honest they could be 

anyone.” – Woman watching 

schoolchildren singing carols.

“Oh mah God, carols on a piano! I've heard it all now.”

“How long have you been in 
Nottingham now? Didn't you 
arrive in time for that party 
on December fifteenth, when 
someone got stabbed?”

Woman 1: I don't like fireworks any moreWoman 2: Why?Woman 1: Well, they upset 
the animals, don't they?
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Bag yersen the new Overheard in Notts Tea Towel at 
leftlion.co.uk/shop

NEW ZEALAND
We’re planning to go to New Zealand 
this year, probably around October for 
our birthday. We’ve heard it’s very good 
there; like Derbyshire but much bigger. 
We must try and take as long as we 
can out there, because it’s one of those 
once-in-a-lifetime trips. Thankfully we 
have some very good friends who can 
run the shop for us while we’re away. 
Any suggestions of places we should 
go are welcome.

FAVOURITE BOOKS
We can barely read or write. But we went 
to Waterstones to buy a book of poetry 
for a friend recently and we thought that 
looked fascinating. We wish they’d taught 
us all the classic poems when we were 
in school.

NATIONAL GHERKIN WEEK
It will hopefully make its comeback. It’s 
more of a state of mind than an actual 
period of time, these days. But if you 
want pickles, we’ll have pickles.



Enjoy 
all-inclusive 
student living 
Choose a spacious 
en-suite room or a 
whole flat with your 
friends.

Easy access to 
both Nottingham 
Trent University & 
Nottingham University.

Includes:
> Cinema room 
> Pool table and TV lounge
> Private study areas

Contact us for a viewing 
on 0115 908 2600 
or register your interest  at
libertyliving.co.uk/nottingham 



When I was a teenager, people used to 
say “Go and be a bouncer, it’ll suit ya, 
you’ll be really good at it.” I never wanted 
to do it; I stumbled across it by accident. 
But, you know what, it’s the best job I've 
ever had. Still to this day, I love it. What 
I don't like is jumping through hoops for 
managers, but that’s another story. 
 
I was going to be a dog handler originally, 
and the gentleman I was going into 
business with was a police officer with 
the CID in the Met. We’d done our SIA 
training course to start a security firm up, 
but he decided he wasn’t going to take an 
early retirement, so that never took off. 
 
I had a badge lying around at home, 
and one day a guy from the gym said “If 
you’ve got a badge, why don’t you come 
and do some work for me?” I started 
off in a small town doing the, shall we 
say, “less desirable” venues that the big 
companies aren’t interested in. And that’s 
how it all began.

It’s never a typical shift. The only thing 
that's typical is going to work and coming 
home. Some days everybody who comes 
to the venue is nice, and other days the 
entire city turns to chaos. We say that 
there’s a full moon; that’s a doorman’s 
term, meaning “You’re probably in for a 
bit of trouble tonight.” You get a feeling 
for it. I think it’s usually when people 
drink too much and it's not very busy; 
people don’t have to queue, meaning they 
drink a lot more alcohol a lot faster. 
 
There’s also what we call “find the 
crowd.” If venues are very busy, what 
people tend to do is go in and have a 
quick one, and then go to another venue 
and have another quick one. Before they 
know it, they’ve had six or seven quick 
ones and they’re a bit tipsy.
 
I’ve been quite lucky in my career in 
that I’ve always managed to miss the 
really late jobs; I never worked on the 
nightclubs. I work bars and pubs, so 
I finish at about two in the morning 
and I go home and have some food and 
a cigarette, and go to bed. That’s my 
relaxation. I don’t get overly stressed, I 
try to keep the job as a job, and I do take 
it 100% seriously. This is what I do for 
a living. 
 
Sometimes there are nights where I go 
home and I can’t sleep for a couple hours 
after I’ve got in bed. That’s just me. I 
don't think that’s specific to the job; if I 
was doing something else, I’d probably 
still go home to think about it, you know. 
Sometimes I don’t sleep, sometimes I do; 
that’s just the way it goes.  
 
The most difficult thing is keeping 
everybody happy. You’ve got to find the 
right balance between upholding the law, 
keeping the venue safe, and keeping the 
management happy; it’s against the law 
to allow people to drink too much, but it's 
also a business, so we have to put money 
in the till. 
 
Recently we had nearly a thousand 
students through the door in one night, 
and them guys are fantastic. They come 
in and they’re so happy, you know, they’re 
so friendly, and they’re the nights you 
work for. The worst night of the year is 
either St. Patrick’s Day or Black Friday. 
 

I don’t drink. The profession I chose is 
very unforgiving regarding seeing the 
influence of alcohol on people. I hate 
having to remove females or old people, 
and I don’t particularly like getting 
physical; it’s always the last resort. 
To become physical with a female is 
always very tricky, it leaves you open to 
a minefield of claims about inappropriate 
conduct. Definitely the least favourable 
part of my job. 
 
We’re there to help people, you know, 
and that also includes members of the 
public who aren’t in our venue. If we 
see someone who’s worse for wear 
– passed out in the street, or having 
difficulty finding their way around the 
city – we’re there to help them as well. 
What we tend to do – because the police 
are not interested – is to pass them onto 
the Nottingham Street Pastors. They’re 
absolutely fantastic; genuinely sent 
by God. 
 
I think the public should be made aware 
that we’re not the police, and we’re there 
to help them. The main role of the door 
supervisor is to assist the public. We get 
a bit of a bad rap; we’re either “man-
whores” or “thugs” and most of us 
are neither. 
 
I don’t think much has changed over the 
years. Some people go out to get drunk, 
some people go out to enjoy themselves, 
and the odd twat goes out to be a 
problem. There was a girl the other week 
who decided that she was just going to 
piss outside Subway. That was a pretty 
strange occurance. Probably something 
like half past nine, ten o'clock at night and 
she decided to pull her pants down and 
squat in the street.  
 
In some of the more quiet, local towns, 
you see the same people week after 
week, to the point where you know Dave 
and Helen will come in at ten o’clock. 
She’ll have a vodka-Red Bull, he’ll have a 
pint of Carling, they’ll stand in the same 
corner, they’ll stay for thirty minutes and 
they’ll walk out.  
 
There’s not one specific type of person 
that goes out, but I would say there 
are specific types of people for specific 
venues. I did the Northern Soul night in 
Mansfield for a while, and that was over-
fifties; them guys used to come in, listen 
to the music they listened to when they 
were teenagers and have a few beers. 
They loved it. I personally couldn’t stand 
it, but you know.  
 
Sometimes, when nobody’s looking, I 
might have a cheeky look at my phone 
like everybody does. I sneak into what I 
call an office, which is basically a porch, 
where we have to do a capacity log every 
thirty minutes. That enables me to get 
my phone out and use the calculator, and 
gives me a good excuse to have my phone 
in my hand. I occasionally, when single, 
get telephone numbers too. 
 
I personally need to get another five years 
out of my career. I’ve just bought a house, 
so I’ve got a five-year game plan. After 
another five years, I think I’m gonna retire 
and then maybe go into being the dog 
handler that I wanted to be ten years ago.

illustration: Alex McDougall
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Want to get your shots featured in this spread?

Simply email your best high-res Nottingham photos and 
Instagram handle to lefteyeon@leftlion.co.uk.
 
Happy snapping.

Max Sherwin  
What you waiting for? 

Paigane Bennett 
Can you smell bonnin’? 

@waztizname
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Martin Leighton 
This town ain’t big enough 
for the both of us. 

Noel Lambert 
Murmuration for the nation. 

Aaron Gaughan  
No, Reena, the sex shop’s 
that way.

@aaron_j_g_1 
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London’s finest underground lo-fi reggae band The Hempolics  
are on their way to Nottingham this month as part of a Reggae 
Take Over at the Contemporary. With a sound that has a 
rollaround in the organic, and conscious lyrics to boot, they’ve 
been featured on BBC 6 Music, and hit number one in the UK 
reggae charts with their single Serious. Before we get stuck in 
to their electro-hip hop-dubby mashups at the end of the month, 
let’s check out what they had to say in photographic form…

The Hempolics’ debut album Kiss, Cuddle & Torture: Volume 1 is out now.

Reggae Take Over presents The Hempolics at Nottingham Contemporary on 
Friday 23 February, 8pm. Tickets are £8 - £12, available online.

facebook.com/reggaetakeover
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SAT.10.FEB.18

ARCH ENEMY 
+ TRIBULATION 
+ WINTERSUN

SAT.10.FEB.18

DIVIDE
SUN.11.FEB.18

THE USED
TUE.13.FEB.18

DON BROCO
SAT.17.FEB.18

THE FRONT 
BOTTOMS 
+ THE SMITH STREET BAND 
+ BRICK + MORTAR

SUN.18.FEB.18

ALIEN ANT FARM 
+ SOIL 
+ LOCAL H

TUE.20.FEB.18

NEON WALTZ

THU.22.FEB.18

HELL IS 
FOR HEROES 
+ A + VEX RED

FRI.23.FEB.18

HIGH TYDE
SAT.24.FEB.17

BRIAN FALLON 
& THE HOWLING 
WEATHER 
+ DAVID HAUSE

SAT.24.FEB.17

DAXX & ROXANE
FRI.02.MAR.18

MOOSE BLOOD
SAT.03.MAR.18

BETRAYING 
THE MARTYRS 
+ THE TREATMENT & THE 
AMORETTES

MON.05.MAR.18

MAGNUM
SAT.10.MAR.18

BELLE & 
SEBASTIAN 
+ JULIEN BAKER

SUN.11.MAR.18

TONIGHT ALIVE
MON.12.MAR.18

THE STRANGLERS 
+ THERAPY?

WED.14.MAR.18

STIFF LITTLE
FINGERS 
+ RUTS DC

FRI.16.MAR.18

FEEDER
SAT.17.MAR.18

CANNIBAL CORPSE 
+ THE BLACK DAHLIA 
MURDER + ARKADIA

WED.21.MAR.18

THE WOMBATS
THU.22.MAR.18

SKID ROW 
+ TOSELAND

SAT.24.MAR.18

TOM GRENNAN
MON.26.MAR.18

THE FRATELLIS
FRI.30.MAR.18

EMBRACE
SAT.31.MAR.18

THE FALLEN STATE
FRI.06.APR.18

EPICA 
+ MYRKUR 
+ OCEANS OF SLUMBER

FRI.13.APR.18

THE DEAD DAISIES

FRI.20.APR.18

CALUM SCOTT
SAT.21.APR.18

SKINDRED 
+ CKY

WED.25.APR.18

GOMEZ
SAT.28.APR.18

FEROCIOUS DOG
TUE.15.MAY.18

THE BLUETONES
MON.21.MAY.18

MACHINE HEAD
SUN.27.MAY.18

DOT TO DOT 2018
SAT.06.OCT.18

EVIL SCARECROW

FOR FULL LISTINGS VISIT
RESCUEROOMS.COM • A/RESCUEROOMS

TUE.30.JAN.18

HOT SNAKES
WED.31.JAN.18

WILL VARLEY
WED.07.FEB.18

DEAD BOYS
FRI.09.FEB.18

THE FACELESS
SAT.10.FEB.18

ESCAPE THE FATE
MON.12.FEB.18

LEWIS CAPALDI
 

SAT.17.FEB.18

AMENRA & BORIS 
(CO-HEADLINE)

SUN.18.FEB.18

PARADISE LOST
MON.19.FEB.18

THE ATARIS
TUE.20.FEB.18

BUTCHER BABIES
SAT.24.FEB.18

15TH BIRTHDAY 
ALL DAYER
MON.26.FEB.18

ACOUSTIC ROOMS 
8TH BIRTHDAY

TUE.27.FEB.18

FEED THE RHINO 

TUE.06.MAR.18

OBITUARY
THU.08.MAR.18

DANCE 
GAVIN DANCE 
& VEIL OF MAYA 
(CO-HEADLINE)

FRI.09.MAR.18

AS IT IS
MON.12.MAR.18

HE MEN THAT WILL 
NOT BE BLAMED 
FOR NOTHING

TUE.13.MAR.18

TURBOWOLF

THU.15.MAR.18

ASTROID BOYS
SAT.17.MAR.18

TURIN BRAKES
MON.19.MAR.18

DOLL SKIN
TUE.20.MAR.18

DJANGO DJANGO
FRI.23.MAR.18

RAE MORRIS
SAT.24.MAR.18

SUNFLOWER BEAN
WED.28.MAR.18

NE OBLIVISCARIS

THU.29.MAR.18

DREADZONE
TUE.03.APR.18

BIG THIEF
MON.09.APR.18

LITTLE COMETS
FRI.13.APR.18

IRON MONKEY
SAT.14.APR.18

SHAME
MON.23.APR.18

AKALA
THU.26.APR.18

THE DEAD SOUTH

TUE.06.FEB.18

HOLLIE COOK 
+ GENERAL ROOTS

WED.07.FEB.18

SPRING KING 
+ FIZZY BLOOD 
+ CALVA LOUISE

FRI.09.FEB.18

DEAD! 
+ SUPEREGO

TUE.13.FEB.18

THE SAD SONG CO.
THU.15.FEB.18

CASSIA 
+ SILVER WILSON 
+ VEGA BAY

SAT.17.FEB.18

GAZ BROOKFIELD 
AND THE COMPANY  
OF THIEVES 
+ CHRIS WEBB 
+ NICK PARKER

SUN.18.FEB.18

THE BABE 
RAINBOW

MON.19.FEB.18

FREE THROW 
+ DRYJACKET

TUE.20.FEB.18

PACESHIFTERS 
WED.21.FEB.18

INDOOR PETS 
(FORMERLY KNOWN AS 
GET INUIT)

FRI.23.FEB.18

SHEAFS
SAT.24.FEB.18

SAM FENDER
WED.28.FEB.18

REWS 
SAT.03.MAR.18

FEARS CHELLA

SUN.04.MAR.18

ELLI INGRAM
TUE.06.MAR.18

HOLDING  
ABSENCE  
& LOATHE 
(CO-HEADLINE)

SAT.10.MAR.18

INSECURE MEN
MON.12.MAR.18

CARNIVAL CLUB
TUE.13.MAR.18

OUTLYA
WED.14.MAR.18

LE BUTCHERETTES
FRI.16.MAR.18

ODDITY ROAD
WED.21.MAR.18

MARY SPENDER

SAT.24.MAR.18

WILLE &  
THE BANDITS 
THU.29.MAR.18

YAZMIN LACEY
FRI.30.MAR.18

OH MY GOD!  
IT'S THE 
CHURCH
MON.02.APR.18

BLACK FOXXES
THU.05.APR.18

NOBLE JACKS
SUN.08.APR.18

TINY 
MOVING 
PARTS

WED.11.APR.18

GIRL RAY

FRI.13.APR.18

IAN PROWSE  
& AMSTERDAM 
PERFORM ‘FIREWORKS’ 
'SPORT OF KINGS' AND 
THE BEST OF AMSTERDAM

TUE.17.APR.18

LOUISE DISTRAS
WED.18.APR.18

ALFA MIST
THU.19.APR.18

SHONEN KNIFE
SAT.21.APR.18

BRYDE
SUN.22.APR.18

FUNKE AND 
THE TWO 
TONE BABY

THU.03.MAY.18

HER'S

FOR FULL LISTINGS VISIT
BODEGANOTTINGHAM.COM • A/BODEGA.NOTTINGHAM

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

T I C K E T S  A N D  V I P  P A C K A G E S :  C A L U M S C O T T . C O M  
A L T T I C K E T S . C O M 

O F F I C I A L  R E S A L E  P A R T N E R  T W I C K E T S . C O . U K

P R E - O R D E R  T H E  D E B U T  A L B U M  
O N L Y  H U M A N  F E A T U R I N G  T H E  M A S S I V E  H I T 
D A N C I N G  O N  M Y  O W N  A N D  T H E  B R A N D  N E W 

S I N G L E  Y O U  A R E  T H E  R E A S O N

DHP BY ARRANGEMENT WITH CAA & VECTOR MANAGEMENT

WED.05.DEC.18

ROYAL CONCERT HALL, NOTTINGHAM 
ALTTICKETS.COM • TRCH.CO.UK 

THEHUMANLEAGUE.CO.UK 
A DHP PRESENTATION

t

THU.22.FEB.18
ROCK CITY / NOTTINGHAM

ALTTICKETS.COM • FB.COM/HIFHLDN
A DHP PRESENTATION BY ARRANGEMENT WITH X-RAY

MON.12.MAR.18
ROCK CITY / NOTTINGHAM

ALTTICKETS.COM • THESTRANGLERS.NET
A DHP PRESENTATION BY ARRANGEMENT WITH X-RAY

SUN.15.APR.18
ROYAL CONCERT HALL / NOTTINGHAM

ALTTICKETS.COM • BETHHART.COM • TRCH.CO.UK
A DHP PRESENTATION BY ARRANGEMENT WITH NEIL O’BRIEN ENTERTATINMENT

AND HER BAND

F R I . 2 6 .JA N 
C R A I G  C H A R L E S 
F U N K  &  S O U L  C L U B 
 
SAT. 27.JA N 
S t e a lt h  S at u r d ay s :  M a r k 
J e n k y n s  ( H o t  C r e at i o n s ) 
 
S U N . 28 .JA N 
B e at  T h e  S t r e e t s :  c i t i z e n n , 
C r a z y  P  s o u n d syst e m , 
l at m u n ,  Lo n e ,  &  l o t s  m o r e 

T U E S. 3 0 .JA N
S T E A LT H  B A S S L I N E  S P E C I A L : 
N OT I O N  
 
F R I . 0 2 . F E B 
S t e a lt h  p r e s e n t :  D e n i s 
S u lta  &  O r : l a 
 
SAT. 0 3 . F E B 
S t e a lt h  S at u r d ay s :  
Sa m  D i v i n e  ( D e f e c t e d )

T U E S . 0 6 . F E B
S T E A LT H  B A S S L I N E  S P E C I A L : 
TS 7 
 
F R I . 0 9. F E B 
S t e a lt h  p r e s e n t :  
H u n e e  &  Sas sy  J

SAt.10 . f e b
s t e a lt h  s at u r d ay s :  d o o r ly 
  
 

t i c k e ts  &  m o r e  i n f o :  st e a lt h at tac k .c o.u k
f b.c o m /st e a lt h n ot t i n g h a m

F R I .16 . F E B  
S t e a lt h  p r e s e n t :  
F l ava  D  ( B u t t e r z / T Q D )
 
SAT.17. F E B  
S t e a lt h  S at u r d ay s :  
H a m m e r  ( F e e l  M y  B i c e p ) 

f r i . 23 . f e b 
s t e a lt h  p r e s e n t :  bas s b oy, 
ja m i e  d u g ga n  &  m o r e  t b a 
 
S U N . 25 . F E B  
S t e a lt h  p r e s e n t :  
S o l a r d o  S e s s i o n s 

f r i . 0 9. m a rc h 
s t e a lt h  p r e s e n t :  d j  q  

T H U R . 2 2 . M A RC H 
S t e a lt h  p r e s e n t :  M a l l 
G r a b  N o n s t o p  F e e l i n g  T o u r

f r i . 23 . m a rc h 
s t e a lt h  p r e s e n t :  d j  z i n c 
 
SAT. 21 . A P R I L 
S t e a lt h  V i n y l  S p e c i a l   
R e c o r d  Sto r e  Day  2 018  
 
S U N . 0 6 . M AY  
E v e ry w h e r e  2 0 18  w i t h 
Pat r i c k  To p p i n g, 
l at m u n ,  d e t l e f  &  l o t s 
m o r e  t b a





At the age of 55, award-winning martial arts enthusiast Lloyd Byfield spent six months training with the Shaolin Monks 
in China. Fresh from his travels, we sat down with Lloyd while he explained what he has in store for his new martial arts 
school for children in Notts...

interview: Nathaniel Benjamin 
photo: Curtis Powell

How did you fall in love with martial arts? 
As a child I used to watch loads of kung fu movies like The Grasshopper with David 
Carradine, and Bruce Lee stuff. I ended up joining a kung fu club when I left school in 
the early eighties, initially studying a style called fong yang khong chang at the YMCA in 
Nottingham. I was flexible and enjoyed performing kicks, so taekwondo really appealed. I 
worked in Boots’ warehouse so trained in the evenings and eventually achieved my black 
belt.
 
Can you walk us through a typical day in the life of Lloyd Byfield in Shaolin?
I was up by 5.30am for training at 6am. I would train with my instructor until 7am; mostly 
technique training. We would then break for breakfast until 8.30am and start training 
again until about 11am. Then it was lunch, rest, and reconvene for training from 2.30pm 
until 5pm. Foreign students would then finish for the day and meet up for a tea ceremony 
and meditation, whereas the Chinese students would continue to train until 8 or 9pm. I 
befriended some locals, so on certain days I was able to go sightseeing.  
 

How did you mentally and physically prepare before you went?
I cut out a lot of the bad stuff that I was doing food- and drink-wise; I knew it wasn’t 
going to be an easy transition, so I went on a fairly strict diet and dedicated myself to the 
gym. I ended up losing a fair bit of weight and got myself into the conditioning that was 
expected for my trip. If I hadn't done all of that, I would have really struggled in China. It 
was very intense. 
 
How did life in Shaolin differ to life back in the UK?
The Chinese really embrace the spiritual side of things, and have a uniquely wise outlook 
on life and values. It was quite humbling going back to basics while I was there; their 
positivity and teachings are something I wanted to bring back and share. Food-wise, we 
mostly ate the same for breakfast, lunch and dinner – a lot of fresh rice and noodles – very 
different to what I was used to, but my waistline wasn’t complaining. Then there was 
the meditation. I found this really important; it helped me to relax, focus and reflect. I’ve 
continued this; I think it can benefit everybody. 
 
 
 
 

What was your most memorable moment?
There were a few actually. The first was stepping off the plane and seeing somebody 
waiting for me. After taking that long trip into the unknown, it really meant a lot. The 
second was walking into the Shaolin Temple for the very first time; a really emotional 
experience, I couldn't believe I was finally there. Lastly, a few days before we left, there 
was a monk ceremony with lots of chanting; the atmosphere was absolutely incredible.
 
You received a very prestigious martial arts award on your return...
I wasn't expecting it at all. Shortly after I got back, I received a call from Paul Barnett 
from Martial Arts Illustrated magazine and he told me I was nominated for an award to 
recognise my efforts in China and my many years of being involved with martial arts. To 
receive this award was a great honour and really humbling; it was great to see some old 
faces too.

You recently opened up a martial arts school for children, could you tell us more?
It's called the Nottingham Kwondo-Roos. I got the name from watching a David 
Attenborough documentary about the little joeys growing and transitioning into adult 
kangaroos. I was fascinated by all the training they had to do from such a young age. The 
vision I have is to teach taekwondo to young people – from children up to teenagers – and 
make the experience enjoyable and affordable while helping them develop skills, build 
confidence and grow to black belt level and beyond. I’d love to take them to China one 
day. 
 
Are there any legendary sparring stories you’d like to share?
In the UK, we have a lot of non-contact sparring. In China, I really don't think that exists; 
not from what I witnessed anyway. I was sparring with a man in his twenties who’d been 
training since he was three. I quickly realised the difference in the levels of sparring; it is 
100% heavy contact and it really took me off guard. Even though I may have walked away 
with a black eye, I definitely managed to hold my own. I didn’t realise the extent of my 
injuries until that evening when I blew my nose and my eye almost popped out the socket. 
That’s a fight I’ll always remember. 
 
Is there anything else you wanted to add?
My aim is to one day take the Kwondo-Roos to China, I would love for them to gain the 
life-changing experience that I’ve had. Your dreams can be anything you want them to be; 
you’re never too old to pursue and achieve them, as long as you have the willpower and 

determination. If anybody wanted to take the trip to China, I have a lot of contacts 
over there who can assist, and I’m happy to help anyone who’s interested

 

 I didn’t realise the extent of my injuries until 
that evening when I blew my nose and my eye 
almost popped out the socket
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Kwondo-Roos sessions take place every Monday and Wednesday, 
5.30pm - 6.45pm, at Bakersfield Community Centre.  
Contact Lloyd on 07495 117 774 for more details. 



My new year’s resolution was to do more exercise because, at 22, I’m so 
unfit that making the bed gets me out of bleddy breath. I decided that 
kickboxing was the way to go, and after booking the class, the hands on 
the ends of my spindly chicken arms were tied; I’d have to get my heart 
rate past a gentle hum. I was terrified. 

A hybrid sport, kickboxing is a mixed martial art developed from the practices of karate and muay thai, with 
modern kickboxing being a mixture of taekwondo and boxing. The exact history of the sport is difficult to define, 
but the general consensus is that the sport was established by a Japanese karateka called Tatsuo Yamada, who 
outlined a new sport combining elements of karate and muay thai.

Phoenix Kickboxing on Haydn Road seemed as good a place to start as any. Their website sees owner and fourth 
dan black belt kickboxing donny, Nicole Aylott, describe the organisation as a “family-friendly gym with a zero-
tolerance bullying policy.” They also work on a semi-contact basis, so I probably wasn’t going to get kicked in the 
face, either. Sound. 

Around twenty adults and kids – some of ‘em as young as six – all with various coloured belts, were waiting to 
start the class when I was greeted by Nicole.

“I don’t think I’ve exercised since I was twelve and I’m scared I’m going to be sick,” I blurted out.

“Just do as much as you can,” Nicole said. “Our warm-ups are very intense, so if you need to stop, just stop.”

She wasn’t lying. After pairing me up with a lovely woman named Vanessa – who has the patience of a saint –  it 
was straight into a pyramid set: working our way up to ten burpees, in between throwing up to twenty punches, 
then burpeeing our way back to one again. I was dripping with sweat by six burpees and I felt like my kidneys 
were about to fall out my arse, but I did it. Every single punch and burpee with Vanessa cheering me on.

Heart suitably racing, I was ready to get stuck into earning my black belt. To my horror, Nicole announced there 
was a second round of pyramid torture to endure, this time swapping the burpees for stomach crunches. Holey 
moley did them much-neglected muscles have a shock. 

I really began to enjoy myself with the kick manoeuvres. Exercising control to move in the right way, and 
willpower to push through muscle ache, was a thrilling combination. And the sense of bad-assery that 
comes with kicking something really hard made me feel like Lara bleddy Croft.

I’ve never had such a positive experience with exercise, so I’m going back. The class was dead 
supportive, with everyone going at their own pace while pushing themselves to work harder. The 
sense of achievement I felt when I held my round-kick stance without falling over, or completed a set 
of crunches, is something I’ve not experienced in a long time. And it’s summat that’s stayed with me, 
not unlike the muscle ache.  
 
If you’ve got an idea for what Lucy should do next, drop us a line on editorial@leftlion.co.uk

phoenixkickboxingnottm.co.uk

 

words: Lucy Manning 
photos: Curtis Powell

 I felt like my 
kidneys were about  
to fall out my arse.
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words: Benedict Cooper 
photo: Craig Hall

When Pete Radford arrived backstage for the closing night of Romeo and Juliet, the first 
thing the director noticed was the state her actor was in. His lip was split in two from front 
to back; he had a shiner under his right eye, a graze under his left eye, his cheeks were still 
swollen and he bore the unmistakable pallor of a man who’s been in a scrap. 
 
“She wasn’t too impressed,” admits Pete. “She suggested I use some concealer.” 
 
There wasn’t a lot of concealer being handed out the last time I’d seen Pete, backstage at a 
very different venue on a very different night. The shabby dressing room was crammed with 
knuckle-taped hard-nuts and the whiff of adrenal tension. Stocky bodies paced the room, 
exhaling sharply, while some sat, manspreading on the wooden slatted benches, staring 
into space, and others mirror-boxed, glaring at themselves, fists flying, accompanied by that 
“geeesh-geeesh-geeesh” sound, three feet away from a toilet cubicle in heavy, audible use. 

In among all that, I found the 6’5 figure of Pete getting his knuckles taped up, looking 
composed if a little wide-eyed. It was fight night at the Connexions Leisure Centre outside 
Coventry, and Pete “Little John” Radford was on the billing. 

He’s a man of many parts. He plays the legendary merry man in the same cast as Ade 
Andrews, aka Ezekial Bone, Nottingham’s most popular Robin Hood tour guide. Pete is an 
actor, occasional Deliveroo rider, Greenpeace member, transitioning vegetarian, and a rising 
star on the bare-knuckle boxing scene. 

Two years ago, he and Ade performed at an event organised by BKB, the league he now 
fights in. The show had come to Nottingham and they wanted to bring in a bit of local 
flavour; cue a Robin Hood spectacular. They could have left after their show, but Pete was 
gripped. He stayed and watched all the fights, and – as you do – decided that he wanted to 
give it a go. 

“They didn’t have many professionals attached to it back then,” a bruised Pete tells me 
after the fight. “They had fighting men and a lot of the fights were scrappy. I thought I could 
handle myself better than some of them.” 
 
He certainly isn’t short in the guts department: at that point he’d only had “a handful 
of boxing lessons” in his teens, but had never been in the ring. He got in touch with the 
organisation and pestered them for a chance to fight. A fight he finally got in April 2016, 
and won. 
 
Since then he’s made a name for himself in this intriguing underworld. Something of a 
modern-day Bendigo, he’s putting Nottingham on a very unusual map. 

I don’t mind admitting that I was questioning my ability to stomach a whole night of this. 
I’d never even watched a gloved boxing fight before. 

The venue was in a deeply unromantic part of outer Coventry. Turning into the car park off 
a dark lane, a procession of taxis, minibuses and enormous four-by-fours with personalised 
plates offloaded huge men with thick necks in three-piece suits, tracksuited lads with 
tattoos creeping out of the top of their t-shirts, glamorous girls squeezed into push-up bras, 
sequined skirts and precarious heels. If there were awards ceremonies for door staff, this is 
how they might look.  

The thought that this might be a little gory was well founded. The first fight I watched was 
called off after about twenty seconds because one of the fighters had been hit in the mouth 
so hard that his teeth had gone clean through the flesh under his lower lip. I can still hear 
the noise it made; a sort of sharp crack accompanied by a wet, bloody thud.
 
Even the niggly fights created some pretty dreadful noises. If it wasn’t the piercing snap of 
knuckles cracking into jaw or eye socket, it was the soggy pounding of fist on sweaty torso. 

With every clean crack, especially to the face, a grim wave of energy ricocheted through the 
baying crowd. 

Somewhere behind me, a gold-chain-wearing wideboy in a colourfully thrown-together suit 
occasionally chipped in with, “Spark ‘im muvva f**cka!” or “Cam on, F**KIN’ ‘IT ‘IM!!” 

One of the worst injuries of the night was to Pete himself. Maybe thirty seconds into his 
fight, he took an absolutely sickening blow to the mouth, which completely cleaved his 
top lip in two, from front to back. For the rest of the bout, Pete was clearly in pain; his face 
puffed up straight away, his mouth dripping blood, with more punishment on the way. 

But he can give as good as he gets and, encouraged by trainer Ian Buttle, he pulled it back 
to a draw. Not bad, given that he took what a lot of us would consider a week-off-work 
injury in the first thirty seconds of the fight. 

Pete still seems rattled, and a little exacerbated with the experience when I join him and 
Ade for a debrief pint a week later. “It was the worst injury I’ve sustained,” he tells me. 
“I’ve had short-term brain damage where I’ve not recalled certain periods of time, but this is 
the worst.” 

But he’s certainly not a quitter. He’s working on developing his techniques, learning from 
the fight in November, so he’s ready for next time. He trains in relative obscurity at the Fit 
II Fight boxing club in Ilkeston, fitting in sessions between rehearsals with Nottingham 
production company Much Ado About Theatre, run by Becky Clayden, among other 
acting gigs. 

He’s appeared in plays, short films, music videos, and when he’s not doing that, he and Ade 
put on educational tours for school children in Sherwood Forest. (In 2014 Ade was doing a 
Robin Hood tour in the Lace Market when he spotted Pete on a bench in St Mary’s Church.) 

Ade says that Pete’s fighting fits nicely with the “gentle giant warrior” figure of Little John, 
and a more modern Nottingham story. “This is really exciting for Nottingham,” he says. “It 
plugs into the tradition of Bendigo; here’s a guy doing this in the modern day.” 

William “Bendigo” Thompson wasn’t a typical fighter either. The jeering, face-pulling 
somersaulting bare-knuckle bruiser has gone down in Nottingham legend, in the days when 
boxing could go on for seventy gruelling rounds. 

In a very different era, the bare-knuckle boxing scene is reviving. And once again, 
Nottingham has a boy in the fight. Mainstream it isn’t – and I imagine that’s how many of its 
fans like it – but it’s on the way up, with the venues getting bigger and more high-profile. 
Pete’s currently preparing for his next bout, in Liverpool, in March, and I suspect he’d like a 
bit more of a Nottingham presence in the crowd after nearly two years of trying to drum 
up support. 

If there is such a thing as a typical bare-knuckle boxer, Pete isn’t it. A fearsome fighter he 
might be, but he’s no scrapper. And while it’s a brutal business, fighting has helped him 
tame some personal demons. “It takes an interesting person to step into the ring and go 
into combat with another guy,” he says. “I used to be depressed. I was suicidal, but boxing 
helped to save me.”
 

 Pete’s fighting fits nicely with the ‘gentle giant 
warrior’ figure of Little John, and a more modern 
Nottingham story
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In the digital era, it’s easy to bury your head into the depths of a black mirror and miss your 
surroundings when getting from A to B. Look up with a pair of wide peepers, and you’ll be 
amazed at how much art is hidden in plain sight. You’ll start to notice the little characters 
dotted around the city: a worm on a phone box, a carrot on a lamppost, a political uprising in a 
disused doorway. 

Nottingham’s streets are covered in stickers and posters just waiting to be noticed. We 
hunted far and wide to catch five of the many street artists dotted around the city...

interviews: Alex Kuster

“As long as I’m making characters, I 
enjoy stickering anywhere. Stickers 
and vinyl toys are my two biggest 
interests, but I like everything in-
between too.  

I like that there’s a smaller scene 
in Nottingham. I prefer to see just 
a couple of stickers on a lamp post, 
rather than hundreds. I like mass 
producing them and sending them out 
to people around the world, so you can 
reach places you’ll never be able to go 
to yourself. Hand-drawn stickers are 
great too because they force you to 
draw without obsessing over details. 

I do a mixture of freelance graphic 
design and illustration, photography 
and custom sticker printing as well as 
selling my artwork online. I also

worked at a golf club up until recently. 
I spend a lot of my time travelling and I 
tend to walk around rather than taking 
transport, so stickers just go along 
with that.  

The removal of stickers by authorities 
is to be expected. They don’t last long, 
and a lot of the time it’s members of the 
public who take them too. There are so 
many circulating that it doesn’t matter 
too much, though. They’re always 
accumulating.  

Stickering is a great way to get 
connected with other artists, and to 
collaborate in a lot of small ways. It’s 
given me friends all over the world, 
and there’s a very tight community of 
people who trade, share and put up 
each other’s work.”– Yaku

“I was born in City Hospital, and 
grew up in Radford. My roots are in 
Nottingham and as the poet Henry 
Normal says, ‘I carry Nottingham in 
my bones.’ 
 
When I was in my teens in Bulwell, 
a youth tried to rob me at gunpoint 
and told me to put my hands in the 
air. Luckily I had an unstuck sticker 
in each hand and managed to sticker 
slap them over his eyes and escape. 
Ever since, I’ve carried packs of 
stickers around incase of a sticky 
situation. 
 
Around the same time, a Great 
Panda was born in Sherwood 
Forest. On his first birthday he 
received a magic tracksuit and a 
pair of Air Max 90s and went on 
to rid the world of all its sadness. 
Soon after, he disappeared... only 
to be found stuck to a lamp post. 
 
You can't spell ‘fart’ without ‘art.’ 
I'm a level-eight magician in the 
dark arts and don't recommend 
practice without supervision. If 
you do want to create sticker art, 
bear in mind it could lead to harder 
stuff like vandalism.

 

It's all part of the game when 
stickers get removed. A wise man 
once said ‘It's a stupid dog that 
barks at the flying bird’ and I have 
no idea what this means but if you 
want to create art, don't let anything 
stop you. 
 
Shout outs to Yaku Label who needs 
an honourable mention along with 
Emily Catherine Illustrations. Also 
the team at Ugly Bread are a bunch 
of nutters and I love them.” – Bluloui
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“‘Carrot’ started as a joke, and 
as a legacy for my grandma, but 
became more of a conceptual 
idea, commenting on food waste, 
environmental issues, sexual 
identity and addiction/repetition. 
Most carrots have four lines to 
highlight those things. The carrot 
has turned into a sort-of crew, with 
a few of us putting it up in a few 
different countries. 
 
‘Vandalism’ has to happen for 
society to question their own 
values and instigate change. 
Nothing ever changed from people

sitting around Facebooking their 
thoughts or moaning to one 
another. A controlled environment 
is way scarier than a few people 
being labelled something for 
adding to their environment once in 
awhile. Everything can be removed 
and forgotten, and nothing lasts 
forever. 
 
I would like things to last a bit 
longer than they do – sometimes 
it’s not even 24 hours – but I can’t 
get annoyed at them for removing 
it if I don’t believe they should get 
annoyed at me for creating it. The 
money they spend on cleaning the 
city could go to a lot better causes 
though; seeing the homeless 
community grow over the last year 
is crazy. 
 
I like to create art on waste, or 
things that you find while exploring 
abandoned buildings and areas. 
And I like to do it spontaneously; 
let the carrots grow naturally. 
 
It’s about keeping your eyes peeled 
(pun intended), having fun, and 
changing environments. It’s all a 
big joke at the end of the day. Don’t 
get hung up on being a ‘street 
artist’ or a ‘graffiti writer.’ Like 
J.Dilla said: ‘Do You.’” – Carrot

“‘Face The Strange’ is all about the 
meaninglessness of surface appearance 
and embracing diversity, with a healthy 
dose of fun, mischief and popular culture 
thrown in.
 
I’ve experimented with both spray-
painting and drawing, but it was fairly 
clear that I had no real aptitude in those 
directions, whereas postering digital 
work seemed like something that I was 
way better at and definitely enjoyed 
doing. Day job? I'm a fruiterer, of course.

Thanks to others, I've had work go up in 
The States, Panama, Canada and Russia, 
but the furthest was a collaboration with 
the New Zealand artist Bent. I spread our 
joint work around the UK and he pasted a 
huge version of the same design in NZ.

Time and again, you hear 'Is it vandalism 
or is it art?' but the two are not mutually 
exclusive. Sure, ‘vandalism’ is applicable 
to some extent, but I don't destroy or 
damage with my work. Rather, I seek to 
make the bland and uninteresting a bit 
more appealing to the eye. My favourite 
canvases to paste onto are unloved and 
abandoned surfaces like boarded-up 
buildings, disused doorways and ‘street 
furniture’ like phone and electric junction 
boxes.

I recently put up a huge piece in Derby 
and, when I went to take a photo of it 
the next day, found it had already been 
removed. That was a little annoying, but 
I did have to appreciate their dedication. 
It's all to be expected in this game.” 
– Face The Strange

“I likely would never have 
started stickering if it wasn't for 
Carrot and his ruthless, creative 
playfulness.
 
I came up with worm a few years 
before I started. I've always 
been a quiet person with low 
self-esteem, not really good at 
anything in particular, etc. Worm 
became a jokey username for 
various platforms. 

A few years later, I was learning 
to produce music and wanted 
to create an image of this shitty 
little worm who was coming out 
with all these banging tunes, 
so I created this character. 
Eventually I found myself in 
a rubbish job surrounded by 
postage labels. One quiet day, I 

drew my first sticker, stuck it on 
a lamp post, and here I am. I like 
to use eggshells or any labels I 
come across, and I make a lot of 
geometric art with ink on board 
too.
 
I've just moved to Bristol to 
start a graphic arts MA which 
is taking up 101% of my time, 
so I carry a bunch of stickers 
around with me. I can do a quick 
slap whenever an opportunity 
presents itself. The furthest place 
I’ve stickered is Croatia, and I 
have quite a few up around the 
Americas thanks to friends. 
 
Authorities remove street art. 
That's just how it goes. For every 
fallen worm brother, I try to give 
birth to another three.” – Worm







leftlion.co.uk/issue98   23

When it comes to reggae and British radio, there isn’t a name as 
synonymous as David Rodigan MBE. For forty years he’s been the prime 
selector, with shows on Capital, Kiss, and Radio 1, as well as hosting 
epic solo shows, and tearing down the opposition in soundclashes. We 
grabbed a few words from the legend ahead of his fortieth anniversary 
tour, touching down in Nottingham on Friday 16 February...

“I heard ska, aka blue beat music, as a young mod in 
the mid sixties,” says Rodigan of his introduction to 
the genre. A few years later, an opportunity arose: “I 
was given an audition by BBC Radio London in 1978 
because the DJ who presented the show decided to 
quit,” he remembers.

I asked Rodigan if it was hard to win over a Jamaican 
audience. “Not really,” he explains. “Because 
Jamaicans are very forthright, especially when it 
comes to competitive games. They want to be good 
and they want to succeed. So, anyone who comes 
along and knows their subject wins the respect 
of a Jamaican.” His passion for and knowledge of 
the music was the key for Rodigan’s success on 
the island: “They realised that although I was not 
Jamaican, I did know about their music and that’s 
how I earned their respect.”

What really propelled his status was the soundclash; 
events that see rival DJs or crews spin their most 
exclusive dubplates on the biggest soundsystems 
available, in a sort of musical boxing match. “The 
soundclashes enabled me to get to know other 
Jamaican selectors, and because I knew what I was 
doing, they showed me respect even when we were 
clashing, and in later years we all became very good 
friends.” Rodigan’s most memorable soundclash? 
Not in Jamaica, surprisingly, but “the clash against 
Killimanjaro with Ricky Trooper in ‘97 in New York” of 
which grainy YouTube footage still exists.

When asked about the future of reggae, Rodigan 
cites Chronixx in particular as having “great 
potential.” And when asked how reggae has 
changed, there is one key difference for him. “The 
messages are often less positive than they used to 
be, too much hype over substance.” That explains 
the support for Jamaican star Chronixx, who’s known 
for his conscious output and meaningful lyrics.

DIY soundsystem culture is back on the rise 
throughout the UK, and Nottingham follows suit, 
with crews like RubberDub and Tumble Audio having 
raised the noise levels in the city over the past few 
years. Rodigan looks at the movement fondly: “I think 
it’s fantastic what’s been happening.”

Rodigan says he’s “always received lots of love from 
people in Nottingham, so playing there is always 
fun.” But what to expect from his February show? 
“Lots of big classics from the past fifty years. A 
great set comes about when the selector shares his 
or her passion for the music. You become a conduit 
for the energy and love, and you pass it out into the 
audience.” Forty years in the game and it’s clear his 
enthusiasm for the music is as great as it was on day 
one. We tip our hats.

Detonate and Reggae Take Over present Rodigan’s 
40th Anniversary Tour at The Brickworks on Friday 16 
February, 10pm. Tickets available online.

rodigan.com
words: Tyrone Scott

Local soundsystem duo Andrew Neale and David Foreman 
make up Tradition Hi-Fi, and this month are reviving the 
old times by taking over The Irish Centre with an all-valve, 
all-vinyl vintage session; one deck and a mic in tow. Here, 
Andrew tells us about his journey from Nottingham to 
Kingston, and back again...

In the eighties, the West Indian pubs like The Radford Arms, The Gregory and The Penny 
Farthing would have soundsystems playing most nights of the week. At weekends, there 
were big, all-night sessions, and reggae acts from Jamaica at places like The Palais, 
Sherwood Rooms and The Ad Lib Club. 

Listening to sounds like V-Rocket, Quantro, Mighty Two, and Foundation Hi-Fi got me 
hooked on the soundsystem scene. I hosted the reggae show on the URN radio for a 
while, and bought my new tunes from Danny's Record Boutique on Bentinck Road. By 
the mid eighties, I’d started a little record stall on Victoria Centre outdoor market, selling 
Studio 1 music.

An early customer was David Foreman, better known as the selector “Blue Cat.” We struck 
up a friendship through our love of the music, and have built up Tradition Hi-Fi together 
over the years. We would travel the country buying up old tunes, keeping what we wanted 
and selling back doubles on a mail order list. 

We acquired our first soundsystem that way; it came as part of a package with the music, 
and had a 200w valve amp and a valve pre-amp. The love affair with valve began. We were 
putting on small nights playing ska and rocksteady tunes from the sixties in pubs around 
Nottingham; Tradition Hi-Fi was the first soundsystem to play at The Maze when 
it opened.

In 1990, I headed out to Kingston to stay with an old sound man from Notts called “Sir 
Skylark” at the family home in Cockburn Gardens, West Kingston. Soundsystems would 
spring up on every corner of town, competing with one another to pull in the crowds. 
The big sounds in Jamaica had speaker stacks built like mountains, as most dances were 
outside. Reggae music was an absolute way of life over there then, before the American 
influence took hold on the island.

Through the nineties, my wife Debrah and I were travelling to Kingston every month 
or so, buying up old tunes and shipping them back to England. The old dubplates I’ve 
accumulated from Jamaica are my most prized possessions. I got the chance to buy nine 
double eighteen-inch speaker boxes from a soundsystem from Stand Pipe, Barbican, called 
Hot Sizzla, which I shipped to Nottingham.

These provided the bass section for the newly formed Tradition Hi-Fi. To run a sound 
of this size, a crew of like-minded friends from Southend, Oxford and London was put 
together, comprising a pre-amp operator, mic man, and selector. Based in Nottingham, 

the aim of Tradition Hi-Fi was to play the best selection of original reggae 45s and old 
dubplates possible, on original, hand-built seventies equipment.

Soundsystem is now a global phenomenon, but these days many play from a laptop or 
CD, with the emphasis on power, which I think is a shame. There are only a handful 
of soundsystems playing the old-school way with one record deck, all vinyl and valve 
amplification where quality and clarity of sound, and a deep, round bass from old-
fashioned reflex speaker boxes is key.

That bit of crackle, and the anticipation when the needle drops onto a record is what 
makes the difference. Collecting and playing records shows that you care about the quality 
of your sound, because no digital source can match the frequency range from deep bass to 
high tops and the warmth of old-school analog recordings.

The fact that so many people travelled from all over the country to attend the Tradition 
Hi-Fi session in November gave Dave and I a great buzz. Some legendary UK soundsystem 
operators like King Earthquake and Quaker City from Birmingham came down and were 
full of respect for what we’re doing. That means more to us than anything.

People think that young people have no interest in old ways, but about half of the 
Nottingham crowd were in their twenties. I’ve had young people asking how to put a 
together a valve amp soundsystem since the session; I’m sure the movement back towards 
record decks, vinyl and valve amplification will continue.

Tradition Hi-Fi presents an All Valve, All Vinyl, Vintage Session at The Irish Centre on Friday 
23 February at 9pm, tickets are £5 on the door.

interview: Bridie Squires
photo: Curtis Powell



JC & The Sunshine Band
Greatest Hits
Album (Hello Thor)
 
It’s frankly a disgrace that the world has 
had to wait this long for a celebration of 
the work of the legendary Nottingham 
singer-songwriter, comedian, artist, 
performance poet and originator of the 
White Collar Gangster Skiffle movement, 
Joey Chickenskin. Well, here it is; better 
late than never, I suppose. Performing 
these wonderful songs, it’s entirely 
fitting that JC & the Sunshine Band are 
a veritable Nottingham supergroup, 
consisting of various members of 
Fists, Grey Hairs, Kogumaza and Burly 
Nagasaki. As a result, the songs sound 
vibrant and alive… although I should 
point out that, if you’re after the full 
Chickenskin experience, some of the 
guitars here sound dangerously like they might be in tune. The songs themselves are – of 
course – a delight. How many genuinely funny songs can you think of? It’s pretty easy to 
write songs about a girl who played the fiddle in an Irish band, but far harder to make your 
listener laugh. On purpose, anyway. Still, who can’t find humour in the anticipation of Jim 
Davidson’s death or in a dream of Iain Duncan-Smith failing his work assessment and being 
forced into demeaning, menial labour? As if that wasn’t enough for you, all the proceeds 
from the sale of this record will be donated to the Nottinghamshire Hospice and to Zephyr’s 
Nottingham, the charity partners of Nottingham’s Annual Christmas Covers Party. That 
should be reason enough to get yourself a copy, but the plain fact of the matter is that the 
music sounds bloody good too. Get involved. Tim Sorrell 
                                                                                                                      hellothor.bandcamp.com

The Chase
Odyssey EP
EP (Robin Hood Records)
 
The Chase’s Odyssey EP provides a great insight into the 
sound of one of the best upcoming indie-rock bands in 
Nottingham. Starting track The Pit of Poverty is perhaps their 
most notorious; an energetic song that tussles with the need 
to break free from the inescapable clutches of home. The 
intro is fast-paced and catchy enough to stick in your head all 
day. Where is the Love and Knock on the Sky are both croon-
filled and heartfelt, but the latter is on the brink of being a 
stereotypical rock ballad. Odyssey feels very much like an outro track with the haunting 
guitar and vocals at the beginning, but settles nicely into a journey of a song with various 
segments to it that flow well. The band have provided an exciting taster into the direction 
they’re going, and I’d be very interested to hear a whole album. Eve Smallman

 officialthechase.com

Cherry Hex & The Dream Church
Witch Girl
EP (Phlexx Records)
 
Anyone who listened to Cherry Hex’s debut EP, Tea of Tears, or 
who has seen them at gigs around the city, will already know 
what the band is about: woozy hypnagogic synths and echoey 
glacial vocals. On this follow-up, the minimalist electro-pop 
duo expand upon their hazy swirl by grabbing the eyeliner 
and going goth. Witch Girl, the title track, with its broken 
percussive sample adds much needed bite to the band’s 
formula. Help & Glue floats upon a spooky melody and haunted 
glockenspiel. Toska, which came out as a standalone song last year, is where the band really 
shine; Maddy nailing those echoey low-blood sugar dreamlike vocals and Alex’s backing 
track gently burbling like a tape machine breaking down, creating a tipsy brain fog. Closer, 
You’re Dreaming Again, is like The xx on downers; a song so blissed out it sort of hangs in 
the air. Paul Klotschkow
 

cherryhexandthedreamchurch.bandcamp.com
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Rather listen to the tunes on this page than read about ‘em? 
Wrap your tabs round Sound of the Lion, our dedicated 
music podcast. If you want your own tunes reviewed and 
you’re from Notts, hit up leftlion.co.uk/sendusmusic



Taco Hell
Bad At Being Average
Album (Self-released)
 
It’s the final offering from the 
dreamo punx foursome, as 
geographical factors have forced 
them to split. Self-described as 
“sad-but-fun Midlands emo-punk,” 
the album takes you on a journey 
through the band’s everyday lives: 
moving flats, losing friends and 
bidding farewell. Carefully ordered, moody first and final tracks 
Untitled and Goodbye share the same infectious tune and hook, 
coming full circle and landing on a sense of satisfaction. Songs 
like Girl Up and Twin Peaks References & Depression feel right at 
home with popular teen angst anthems from the early noughties, 
whereas Manston Mews does more to showcase their talents as 
musicians, with the guitar playing right at home with songs in the 
indie top charts. While it might be the end for Taco Hell, let’s hope 
they can continue making music as individuals. Emily Thursfield
 

tacohellband.bandcamp.com

T.O.W.E.R.S
Promised You Nothing
EP (Self-released)
 
If you enjoy your rock music with 
a strong beat and love a good 
headbang, then this EP is for you. 
Starting off with a fast-paced guitar 
riff which doesn’t let up on the 
first track Fire Inside Me, the music 
is enough to lure you in before 
the vocals pipe up. Promised You 
Nothing, the EP’s title track, takes it up a step, kicking straight 
into a pulse-racing instrumental section that gradually slows as 
the song progresses, a great buffer between the accompanying 
tracks. Things start to slow down by the third and final track, Make 
Your Choice but this is done to complement the lyrics, as well as 
put a bit of the spotlight on the drum beat. The whole EP will get 
the blood pumping, and with T.O.W.E.R.S playing regularly across 
Nottingham, I recommend checking them out. Ryan Muress
 

towersnottinghamband.bandcamp.com
 

The Ruffs
New Obsessions
EP (Self-released)
 
New Obsessions by The Ruffs is 
fast-paced and upbeat from start to 
finish. The indie-rock band mix it up 
providing a variety of sounds from 
start to end; the rhythm might change 
but the beat definitely doesn't. Each 
track is rammed full of melodic and 
memorable music, with the mood 
fun and buoyant. The whole EP is a standout but for me, MST and 
Alligator nail it. MST will draw you in with its catchy instrumentals 
and incessant beat. It kicks in fast and won't finish until the song 
ends; it's lively, and will have you moving every time. Alligator has 
its entertaining lyrics and vocal styling, mixing a mellow vibe with 
quick-paced beats, forcing a click of the repeat button. That's just 
me; be the judge for yourself, grab a copy of the EP and find out 
which track makes you want to get up and rock. Ryan Muress
 

soundcloud.com/theruffs
 

Louis Croft
Take Me Home
EP (Self-released)
 
At only seventeen, Louis Croft 
reflects on life, relationships and 
love in his new EP Take Me Home. 
Flitting between acoustic and indie, 
the collection is sweet and genuine, 
showcasing a boy and his guitar with 
a passion for music and expression. 
Simple lyrics like “I’ll pick you up 
at eight outside the local car park” alongside “I am hypnotised 
by everything you do” makes me think of long, suburban summer 
nights and falling in love. The songs, including Do You Love Me 
Too, Why Don’t You Call and Lonely Night all feel fresh and honest, 
capturing a confusing but lovely time of growing up. Some of 
the songs are slow and contemplative while others feature fast 
guitar strumming, creating a feeling of excitement and energy. An 
authentic tribute to youth, and an easy listen. Elizabeth O’Riordan
 

facebook.com/louiscroftmusic

Gallery 47
Young World
Album (Bad Production Records)
 
Jack Peachey is back with a new 
album, and it's bursting with rhythm. 
Young World's soft indie vibe is 
certainly not accidental: from its 
first track, Lefty, to finishing number 
Little Baby Luke, this release smacks 
of a kind of reserved commentary 
on the things surrounding the 
singer-songwriter every day. Soft guitar instrumentals accompany 
Peachey's mellow voice in almost every song, and it makes for a 
group of tunes highly likely to lead you into some kind of quiet 
contemplation. Tracks like Addicted to Rembrant and Getting Mad 
prove just how easy it is to get lost in this music, and are sure to 
be a hit when performed live. To top it all off, Young World is a 
collection of no less than eighteen songs. If you're looking for a sign 
that Peachey loves what he is doing right now, this is definitely it. 
Alex Keene
 

gallery47.bandcamp.com

Faceless
Faceless Affair
Album (Timeline Provision)
 
As the name implies, Faceless 
promotes the idea of music over 
image and encourages us to close 
our eyes and just listen to the 
sounds. The notes you’ll hear are 
deep and rhythmic, mainly made 
up of percussion and piano then 
covered with a soulful voice, most 
of the tracks with a beat behind them. The artist creates an r’n’b, 
neo-soul sound, focusing a lot on themes of love and regret. The 
standout tune, Solution Resolution, looks at the concepts of struggle 
and finding yourself, pushing forward an inspiring message with 
lyrics like “I’ll find a way” and “I keep marching on.” The vocals 
themselves are rich, soft and strong, varying between fast and slow, 
song and speech. One voice often overlapped onto itself, creating 
a hypnotic effect. Overall, Faceless is a chilled listening experience 
and one I’d recommend. Elizabeth O’Riordan

 facebook.com/facelessaffair
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Haggard Cat – American Graffiti
Former Heck pair make bluesy 
rock mischief, freshly signed to the 
mighty Earache Records.
 
Jonjo ft Motormouf – Cherry Tree
Impressive debut from the producer 
whose shadowy beats tangle in the 
undergrowth with Motormouf’s        
      intense rhymes.
 

Death Party UK – My Own Way
Gothabilly surf duo make retro camp 
goth party music. Like Herman 
Munster at an orgy.
 
Sheku Kanneh-Mason – 
No Woman No Cry
The Bob Marley & The Wailers 
classic is transformed into a solo 
classical piece by the prodigal 
cellist. Wouldn’t be out of place in 
a lift.
 
Indiana – Birthday Boy
Solo dancer preps us for album 
number two with this sizzling 
electro-pop teaser.
 

Master Tofu Ft. Scorzayzee and 
Mr. Switch – Untitled
Transatlantic tag team with Notts 
represented through Mr Switch’s 
dextrous turntable scratches and 
Scorz’s laid-back delivery.
 
Katie Cooper Ft. Brandon Hill – 
Time
Introspective yet effervescent 
futuristic pop music from the 
accomplished performer.
 
Those Howlin’ Sounds – 
Twenty Five
These garage-rock upstarts already 
sound like the real deal on this 
scuzzy racket. 



A seaside date in the middle of winter? Belting. George’s 
were voted number one for fish and chips in Nottingham 
on TripAdvisor, and will leave you reminiscent of 
summers past, without the bitter taste of sand-infested 
sarnies. The fish is perfectly battered, chips twice 
cooked, and the desserts are worthy of the poshest 
seaside fair. Skegness, eat yer ticker out. If you’re not 
really into the marine-based edibles, don’t rule it out as 
there’s plenty of other meaty and veggie options, and 
you can sit inside a beach hut while you yam your food. 
There’ll be no seagulls nickin’ your chips, but we can’t 
say the same for your date…
Queen Street, NG1 2BL. 0115 950 5521

georgesgreatbritishkitchen.co.uk

These lot are open until 10pm on Fridays and Saturdays, 
and you know there’s always room for an after-dinner 
treat. They specialise in Italian artisan gelato, all 
handmade on site. Dead posh. There are flavours aplenty 
to pick from, as well as sweet and savoury crepes, 
waffles, sundaes an’ all sorts. But the best deal of all? 
Prosecco and dessert for £9.99. Grab yoursens a seat 
upstairs to watch the gelato masters at work, and to gaze 
on the ant people roaming around Old Market Square 
below.  
Beastmarket Hill, NG1 6FB. 0115 924 1579

dolcino.co.uk

Tapas is always a great choice, especially if your other 
half is notoriously indecisive; little bit of this, little bit 
of that and no hangry arguments in the process. The 
Mediterranean dishes on offer at Yamas are some of 
the best, with the menu stuffed full of olives, feta and 
everything else you need for a Greek feast. Top picks 
include the apricot and raisin lamb tagine or the spicy 
patatas bravas. The aioli game is particularly strong here 
too. Don’t worry about the garlic breath. You’re in this 
one together.
Thurland Street, NG1 3DR. 0115 950 1000

yamas.co.uk

Special occasions like this are the perfect excuse for 
indulging. Whether you’re veggie, vegan or just don’t 
fancy an all-out meat-feast this Valentines Day, there’s 
nowhere better to stuff yoursen with guilt-free scran. 
Serving up heavenly brekkies, veggie flavours from 
around the world and plenty of sweet treats, there’s a 
plethora of mouth-watering options. Their vegan burger 
and beer for £8.75 deal is a safe bet, or push the boat 
out and sample their specials, like mac ‘n’ cheese or 
crispy tofu chow mein. Also a haven for live music, we’re 
keeping our fingers crossed for a special Valentine's 
performance. 
Cannon Court, Long Row, NG1 6JE. 0115 955 1013

alleycafe.co.uk

In the age of man-sized teddies and love-heart balloons, 
it’s easy to forget that Valentine’s Day isn’t all about 
extravagant gifts and splashing cash. It’s about spending 
time with that lovely someone you’ve chosen spend 
the code nights with. And you don’t necessarily need a 
three-course dinner to do that, just a place to curl up with 
some homemade cake, loose leaf tea and a poetry open 
mic night. For all that, you’ll find nowhere better than the 
Malt Cross. Stick around for a spot of dinner if you like, or 
just chill out and admire the historial surroundings.  
St James’s Street, NG1 6FG. 0115 941 1048

maltcross.com
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Fancy meals aren’t for everyone, and there’s always the 
option of getting smashed on cocktails and playing a game 
of mini golf instead. Just remember that this is a day for 
feeling the love, not blinding rage when your bird gets a 
hole in one on the same course you spent fifteen minutes 
trying to conquer. Choose from two trails, or attempt all 36 
holes for thirteen quid; just watch out for snakes and skulls 
on the way. After all the balls have been bashed, settle 
down in the Tiki Bar and reward yourselves with a Spikey 
Pineapple or a Mosquito Mojito. Romance, sorted.
The Corner House, NG1 4DB. 0115 985 9455

lostcityadventuregolf.com

There’s no need to fork out hundreds of pounds for a 
romantic trip to Thailand when you can get an authentic 
taste of Southeast Asia just off Maid Marian Way. Put one 
foot inside Zaap and you’ll instantly be transported to a 
busy Bangkok street, complete with luminous 7-Eleven 
signs and tuk-tuks. The menu is packed with popular Thai 
dishes as well as regional specialities, and the open kitchen 
allows you to watch your food being made right in front of 
you, just like in a traditional street food market. It’s a ten 
outta ten for authenticity.
Bromley Place, NG1 6JG. 0115 947 0204

zaapthai.co.uk 

Whether you’re working the late shift or you simply just 
don’t love each other after 3pm, embrace the morning for 
what it is and grab brunch together instead. Not only is 
Hideout a proper Nottingham pick, with most of their nosh 
sourced locally, they’ve got the best kedgeree this side of 
the Midlands. Failing that, a simple coffee and cupcake 
should be enough to get your lover all gooey-eyed.
King Street, NG1 2AS. 07958 289891

facebook.com/thehideoutnotts

 

Prepare for a crepe like you’ve never experienced before. 
This proper cute pancake gaff is hidden away from the 
surface dwellers, in the depths of West End Arcade off Long 
Row, and will have you swooning over its charming setup, 
as well as all the most thoughtful savoury and sweet crepe 
combinations you can imagine. If you and your other half are 
still a bit brassic after the festive season, kill two bods with 
one ston – Shrove Tuesday and Valentine’s Day – with a 
delicious salmon, pickled beetroot and dill yoghurt-dressed 
galette, and a salted chocolate ice-cream, orange curd and 
toasted hazelnut crepe for pud. And yes, all the flavour 
combos are that deliciously interesting.
West End Arcade, NG1 6JP. 0115 947 0855

aubreystraditionalcreperie.com

This one’s a fine bit of Notts histreh. Sat atop an Oxfam 
down Goosegate, The Larder resides in a Grade 2 listed 
building that was home to the first ever Boots shop, and 
it’s got the vintage sign and apothecary equipment to 
prove it. Their Valentine’s menu may cost a pretty penny 
at £49.25 per person, but will see you eating like royalty 
with a three-course feast. With four options to choose from 
for each course, you can sample the finest of cuisine, like 
duck croquettes, shoulder of lamb, ravioli of cauliflower and 
passionfruit cheesecake. 
Goosegate, NG1 1FF. 0115 950 0111

thelarderongoosegate.co.uk
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Tuesday 27 February  
– Thursday 1 March
Box Office: 0115 989 5555
TRCH.CO.UK

“A giant, rowdy 
Brazilian carnival
of a work”
The Guardian



Travel north from the city centre and eventually you’ll find your way 
to Bestwood; a council estate on the outer edge of Nottingham. 
You won’t be surprised to know that, like many other similar outer 
estates, Bestwood has, in the past, experienced periods of crime 
and low levels of employment. But it’s often in times of strife 
that community activity comes to the fore and currently working 
to change the landscape of the town, and improve the lives of 
Bestwood’s citizens, is The Bestwood Partnership...
In the early nineties, The Bestwood Partnership was formed by various existing community groups in 
the old Bestwood Estate – the Bestwood Care Group and the Bestwood InterAgency Group – to bring 
people who care about their community together. They helped to support local projects by accessing 
funding pots that would help to regenerate the area and improve conditions for those living there. 
Kicking off with a youth group, the organisation has since branched out to provide support, services 
and adult education to around 850 citizens in Bestwood each year. 

As well as providing stained-glass craft sessions, a gardening group, and the chance to gain GCSE and 
ESOL qualifications, The Bestwood Partnership liaises with community organisations, employers and 
colleges to help citizens in Bestwood get back into work. Known locally as Bestwood Directions, the 
scheme – run by Donna, Nicola and Michelle, aka The Employment Team – helps folk who may never 
have worked on their CV feel confident in interview situations, and gain necessary training to progress 
into the world of employment.

For many who approach the Partnership, the thought of losing the benefits that support their families 
in favour, often, of working part-time on minimum wage is daunting. That’s why the team work with 
clients to assess incomings and outgoings, working out what a family is still entitled to, and offering 
courses that specialise in things like cooking on a budget and finance management. There’s also a lot 
of reassurance that the only way is up. “The first job is not the last,” Donna says. “It’s the first rung on 
a ladder that leads upwards to better pay, options and job satisfaction; you just need to start.”

Charmaine, a mother of five boys and life-long Bestwood resident, had never been in employment 
when she first approached Bestwood Directions. “My CV was my name,” she says. “I was a carer 
for my grandma and I’ve always just been a mum. I know that’s a big job, but I had no confidence in 
myself to get into work.” When her grandmother passed and she decided to leave her husband at the 
start of 2017, she thought it was time to get back into work and provide for her family both financially 
and as a working role model.

“If mum, dad or older siblings didn’t work, for whatever reason – especially when the family has split 
and the lone parent has had to depend on state benefits while the children were young – there is no 
habit of going to work. No role model for it, and not much expectation of hope,” explains Donna .

After a couple of one-to-one sessions, Charmaine’s experience in cooking for her family led to Donna 
enrolling her on a number of food safety and hygiene courses. Within four weeks, she’d passed each 
course, and was employed at a cob shop in Basford. Sadly, the shop closed after a matter of weeks, but 
Charmaine’s boss offered her a position at a new sandwich shop in Chilwell, where she now works. 
“I get a bus to Bulwell to drop my youngest at the childminder’s, and then I get another one to work. I 
leave my house at 6.45am and get to work at 8.45am, but it’s worth it. I love my job.” 

Donna puts the success of the scheme down to listening to what her clients need, particularly when 
they’re looking for employment. “You have to listen to how their lives have been, and take into account 
the reasons for their lack of employment. There are so many barriers: housing issues, family problems, 
debt, mental and physical health issues and so on. They need to be addressed early on.” 

Donna reckons the Partnership sees around 350 people per year who need help getting into 
employment or finding relevant training. “Much of our work is training based,” she says. “It’s not 
our practice to push people towards jobs they’re not educationally ready for, and we’d rather people 
develop their skills and confidence before starting a job, which they then have a greater chance of 
holding on to, and therefore be more successful at.”

“If it weren’t for Donna and Bestwood Directions, I’d still be stuck in my rut,” says Charmaine. “This 
place helps people all the way, and not just with work. If you need someone to talk to, or you need help 
sorting out a bill payment, they’re always on the other end of the phone.”
 
The Bestwood Partnership, Bestwood Directions, Padstow Road, NG5 5GH. 
 
Check out our video interview with Charmaine at leftlion.co.uk/bestwoodpartnership

                                                                                                                                             bestwood.org.uk

 

words: Lucy Manning illustration: Emmy Smith 
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 The first job is not the last. It’s the first rung on a 
ladder that leads upwards to better pay, options and job 
satisfaction; you just need to start.



A fifth of the UK population now lives in poverty: that's 14 
million people, including working-age adults, children and 
pensioners. We've seen the stories about the increased 
usage of food banks – with Trussell Trust citing 41,000 
three-day packages being handed out in 2010 compared 
to 1.2 million in 2017 – but another problem, sitting under 
the radar, is the need for clothing. We sat down with 
Louise Cooke, founder and CEO of Sharewear, to find out 
more about her story, and what the organisation is doing 
to help both local and international communities...

I met Louise after a Wednesday afternoon Sharewear session at The Beacon in Arnold; 
a former Baptist church on Birchfield Road. In a break-out room with comfy sofas and 
the teaspoons clinking on our mugs, I looked into the still chapel room and its mounds 
of categorised clothes slotted between the pews.

Just moments ago, the building was buzzing with clients and volunteers working 
together to use a lifeline. Sharewear provides a practical facility for those in 
Nottingham who need it: people who've had their benefits sanctioned, people in low-
paid work, people in debt, the homeless community, asylum seekers and refugees, 
people with mental health issues, ex-offenders, victims of crime and, more specifically, 
of domestic violence and abuse. “We’re getting an increasing amount of women 
through,” says Louise. “Women who've fled other parts of the country and have pulled 
up in Nottingham with nothing but the clothes they’re standing up in.”

Clients are referred to the clothing scheme through schools, doctors, the police, social 
services, as well as smaller organisations like the Women's Centre and debt advice 
centres. The service is available to local people, but Sharewear are also the main 
clothes supplier for the British Red Cross' emergency response unit for fire and flood, for 
the whole of central England.

“It’s evolved into something we’d never have thought it would,” says Louise. “Our 
corporate motto is 'Combatting crisis and creating change' because we believe that 
with the right clothes, you’re empowering people to transform their own lives.”

Louise was a languages teacher, and in the last eighteen months has been working for 
the Catholic church as a social justice outreach worker: “It's about getting Catholics to 
put their faith into action,” she explains. “Not to set things up from scratch, but to join 
in with what's already happening.”

Before Sharewear started, back in November of 2012, Louise travelled to São Paulo in 
Brazil as a volunteer for the charity CAFOD, to spend two weeks in the favelas. “What 
I saw there blew my mind,” says Louise. “Because those people had got nothing, 
but what they did have, they were sharing with everybody.” Two days before Louise 
was set to return to the UK, she fell down a flight of stairs, and doctors were amazed 
that she hadn't broken her back. “I returned with this whole idea of wanting to do 
something like what I’d seen in Brazil, but also thinking 'I’ve had a really lucky escape, 
I could be in a wheelchair now’.“

Just a few weeks later, Louise had a major anaphylactic reaction to hair dye, and was 
saved by a paramedic with adrenalin. “Being a person of faith, I began to think that 
somebody was trying to tell me something,” explains Louise. At the time, her son was 
volunteering at Bulwell and Bestwood Foodbank at the weekends, and had noticed the 
increased need for clothes from families using the service.

After fellow members of her church in Bulwell rallied around in support, plans to start 
collating clothes and contacting referral agents began. Then, in April 2013, Louise was 
diagnosed with breast cancer. “That was the third thing that had happened in five 
months,” says Louise. “It just turned everything on its head, but I thought 'If they’ve 
caught this early enough and there’s a good outcome, someone is definitely trying to 
tell me something.’ That’s the way I took it. I had a lumpectomy and radiotherapy, and 
it was a less aggressive type of tumour, so it was much better than it could have been.”

In March 2014, when Louise had had some time to recover, Sharewear opened its doors. 
Since then, the founder has extended and increased the arms of the organisation, as 
well as upholding high standards to maintain the dignity of those in need. “Our quality 
rule is: if we wouldn't wear it ourselves or wouldn’t want to see a member of our family 
in it, we don’t use it,” says Louise. “Just because it’s free doesn’t mean it has to have 
something wrong with it; we’re very strict.” Two things happen to damaged clothes: 
they go to Savanna Rags in Mansfield, with the money raised reimbursing volunteers’ 
bus fare, and they’re recycled into delivery bags for outreach work.

Sharewear is entirely self-funded, and in recent years received a donation to buy a van 
to deliver clothing everywhere from the Refugee Forum, to YMCA, and all the smaller 
organisations in between. “The van has really taken us to the next level,” says Louise. 
“We've clothed 3,800 people this year, and two-thirds of those have been by outreach.”

Beyond Nottingham, Sharewear supported the Grenfell victims after Louise saw 
footage of people donating clothes. “Through experience, I knew that when those 
donations were processed, a lot of them weren’t going to be suitable; either not 
appropriate or not good enough quality,” says Louise. “A charity called Human Aid 
was supporting twenty families from Grenfell and I found out that exact thing had 
happened; they’d processed all the donations and realised they still needed various 
things. We supplied what they needed; two local councillors gave us the money to hire 
a bigger van, so we took it down to London.”

After the hurricanes in Dominica, Sharewear responded to an international group 
who were working with the national police aid convoy, and in 2015, they responded to 
the Nepal earthquake; working with Chilwell Army Barracks to get baby clothes to 
the country. 

“Every time we do something like that, you can’t even tell that we’ve done it,” says 
Louise. “If you look at the stock levels, it’s like somebody has taken a teaspoon of 
clothes out there.” The stock levels are enormous. As we delved a little deeper into the 
piles in the chapel, I couldn’t believe the sheer amount of items available.

“It can be really overwhelming to find what you’re looking for; a bit daunting,” says 
Louise. “So we assign a volunteer to help people look for clothes, and often the person 
will talk to that volunteer while they’re looking.

“Sharewear has become a place for people to get volunteering opportunities who might 
struggle elsewhere, and that’s become almost equally as important as the clothing 
support. Saying yes, and giving people a chance, has been the catalyst for change in so 
many lives. That’s really powerful.”

After winning awards from the local councils, receiving a Points of Light letter from 
Theresa May, and being featured in The Guardian, Louise remains pragmatic about the 
situation and is leaving her paid work to spend more time on Sharewear: “Speaking 
from my own point of view rather than the organisation’s, our current government are 
letting the voluntary sector run the country. They’re decimating the public sector, and 
letting the private sector do what they want. They think that by writing to volunteers 
and to say that what we’re doing is great somehow makes it all okay.

“It’s just become accepted that people need food banks in this country, it’s become 
a part of our lives. But people still aren’t talking about the clothing aspect of poverty. 
We’ve done some informal research, and it does appear that we’re the only scheme of 
this kind in the country. If people need help in Nottingham, what’s everyone else doing 
about their clothing support?”

words: Bridie Squires
illustration: Hannah Yates

Hearts and Sleeves
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A comedian goes to a Palestinian refugee camp and sets up 
a comedy club. Just another adventure in the life of political 
satirist Mark Thomas… 
 
Tell us about this comedy club in Palestine… 
It was in Jenin, a poor and agricultural place north of the West Bank; very socially
conservative but also fiercely full of fighting spirit against the occupation. I first went there 
in 2009 and saw that they had a theatre in the refugee camp. I thought this was the most 
wonderful thing ever and decided we had to do a comedy workshop with them. One great 
thing about stand-up is that you can react very quickly and articulate things and feelings as 
they happen, whereas in theatre, it can take years to get something ready. That style suits 
their changing environment well. 

You’ve got two guys – Faisal Abualheja and Alaa Shehada – over from that workshop on 
the UK tour with you… 
Yeah. We had twelve people doing the course, and some of them had never performed before 
in their life. If I had it my way I would have brought them all over. One guy came over from 
Bethlehem, spent eight hours on a bus trip to do the course, and slept in the rehearsal room. 
I wish we could bring him over but there are all sorts of problems because of where he lives. 
This is also quite a big task to finance; I had to fundraise for the trip and the project. In the 
end we selected these two to represent the group. 
 
What’s the game plan? 
We’re engaging them to come and write a show with me about the process of putting 
on a comedy night in a refugee camp. And that’s the story really. It’s a sharing of cultural 
experiences.  
 
This year marks thirty years since your first TV appearance. How has comedy changed in 
the UK in those decades? 
There are a lot more comics. When I started you knew everyone; it was kind of like going to 
a funeral. Now there’s a career structure and universities running stand-up courses. When I 
started, you would pay about a fiver to get into any gig and now there are people charging 
£70 and filling 10,000 seats in an arena. So it’s hugely popular and it’s grown as a business 
because of that popularity. 

A year and a half on, what are your thoughts on Brexit? 
Essentially, this is a postcolonial, midlife crisis. There are so many questions: What is it to be 
British? What does it mean for Britishness? How do we count ourselves? Should we be part 
of Europe? What about Northern Ireland? Are there going to be borders? It’s an existential 
crisis affecting a whole country.    

Are you a fan of Jeremy Corbyn? 
I love him. If he was in the room with me right now, I’d grab his head with both my hands 
and give him a big hug. I think under him we’d actually have the chance of socialism; it 
would be a mild socialism, but we might actually get the chance to do things we should have 
been doing for years. 

What other good causes should we be supporting in 2018? 
I think Repeal the 8th (Abortion Rights Campaign) in Ireland is really interesting, I think 
the equal marriage and pro-choice debates in Northern Ireland are really exciting. Across 
the UK I think we should really be looking at workers’ rights and minimum wage. We’ve also 
really got to get out there with the NHS and get stuck in. Those are the big battle grounds for 
all of us. 
 
Showtime From The Frontline by Mark Thomas, Faisal Abu Alhayjaa and Alaa Shehada is on 
at the Lakeside Arts Centre on Monday 26 and Tuesday 27 February 2018. Tickets are £17.

markthomasinfo.co.uk

    

interview: Jared Wilson 
photos: Lesley Martin

Carol Adlam:
Thinking
Room
Until Sunday 25 February
See the new outsize ink,
watercolour and gouache
paintings that comprise
the short graphic novel,
Thinking Room.

A Viking 
Half Term
Saturday 17 – 
Sunday 25 February
Try your hand at Viking
themed activities for all
ages.

Beowuff and
the Dragon
Raiders &
other stories
Saturday 24 February,
10.30am & 2.30pm
Get in your longship 
and join children’s author,
Robin Price, for a fun
voyage through all things
Viking.

Sourpuss
Sunday 25 February, 
1pm & 3.30pm
Sourpuss is a very 
grumpy ginger cat. 
When shut out of the
house he feels lost 
and confused, but the
beautiful garden soon
intrigues him.

She’Koyokh:
First Dance 
on Second
Avenue
Wednesday 14 March,
7.30pm
Join She’Koyokh for a
formidably gymnastic
journey across Eastern
Europe and beyond.

Scaling the
Sublime: art 
at the limits 
of landscape
Saturday 24 March –
Sunday 17 June
This exhibition 
explores affinities 
with Romanticism in
contemporary art 
practice and the
continuing fascination of
the Landscape Sublime.

@LakesideArtslakesidearts.org.uk  |  0115 846 7777

Carol Adlam: Thinking Room
Beowuff and the Dragon 
Raiders & other stories Sourpuss Scaling the Sublime

A Viking Half Term She’Koyokh

Stand Up for Palestine



PICK OF THE MONTH

Get weekly updates of Nottingham events at leftlion.co.uk/newsletter

FRI
23 FEB

SAT
24 FEB

THURS
8 FEB

SAT
24 FEB

SAT
24 FEB
12pm

SAT
10 FEB

2pm

MON
5 FEB
8.30pm

SAT
24 FEB

7pm

February can be a pretty dull month. The weather is still glum, the prospect of any time 
off work looks slim, and the pockets are still on the thin side after the festive period. 
Plus, the kids are off on half-term already, and the thought of having ‘em round the house 
all day without the bribe of Santa is enough to make anyone twitch. Wrap the little 
boggers up warm and bundle ‘em out the house for Light Night at the end of the month. 
It’s the perfect family event with minimal damage to the poss strings, with Nottingham 
gearing up to to be fully decked out in twinkling lights once again. You can keep the kids 
occupied in the week leading up to the big event, with Light Night-themed goings-on all 

month, including a family lantern-making workshop at Curious?, round the corner from 
us in Sneinton Market. You and the sprogs will take part in a guided workshop that’ll 
take you through the process of building and decorating a willow and tissue lantern on 
Wednesday 21. Keep it safe till Light Night, cos you’ll be able to take part in the Light 
Night Parade, alongside the Curious Peacock and other local carnival artists as they make 
their way from Curious? at 7pm, around Sneinton Market. Sound like a bitta you? Thought 
so. There’ll be bags more revealed nearer the time, so keep yer tabs to the ground. Free

Light Night 2018
Nottingham City Centre

Natural Born Killers
Savoy Cinema

Wiley
The Brickworks

Wonderland
Nottingham Playhouse

Strata:1
Surface Gallery

Festival of Science and Curiosity 2018 
Various Venues

Write, Print, Share! Creative Writing 
and Zine-Making Workshops
Beeston Library

Everyone knows February is the month of luuurve, and 
The Savoy are getting right into the swing of things 
with this corker of a flick. Whether you’re loved up or 
fancy free, Natural Born Killers is a film everyone can 
get down with. Watch as Mickey and Mallory become 
besotted at first sight, and proceed to embark on a 
country-wide killing spree, turning them into instant 
celebs. A commentary on how the mass media’s often 
sensationalist coverage of high-profile murder cases 
turns criminals into icons, it’s also dead funny and not 
one you’ll get to see on the big screen very often, so 
clear the diary and sort it aht. £4.75 – £6.50

The past decade has seen mad advances in the world 
of science. Physicists confirmed the existence of dark 
matter, NASA have cited potential for life on Mars, and 
Nokia bricks turned into iPhones in front of our very 
eyes. Without the work of brainboxes around the world, 
society today would look very different. February half 
term celebrates the boggers with the return of the 
Festival of Science and Curiosity, with events dedicated 
to encouraging our sprogs to become the next generation 
of brainiacs. From the family activities at Broadway and 
the Explorers Fair, to talks on the science of taste and 
the birds and the bees, there’s plenty to stimulate the 
synapses. Prices vary, but loads of free stuff.

After the roaring success of the second Nottingham 
Zine Fair back in November, it’s no surprise that lots of 
us have caught zine fever. If you’re feeling inspired and 
don’t know where to begin, get yoursen booked into 
this pronto. This two-part workshop sees you getting 
wordy with poet Andrew Graves, where he’ll help you 
develop your poems and ideas, before you get down and 
dirty with Dizzy Ink in the second session, to create an 
anthology of everyone’s poems using their specialist 
printing process, Risograph. £15

THURS
15 FEB

SAT
3 MARCH

Woi oi. If you don’t bag yourself tickets to see one of 
the UK’s OG Grime Kids then you must be dizzy. R U 
Dumb? No. We didn’t think so. So do the smart thing, 
get yourself online and cop a couple tickets to see one of 
BBK’s most prolific members before they’re all sold out. 
Following the release of Godfather I at the start of last 
year, he’ll release Godfather II on 16 February, promoting 
the new release at the gig. Not long to learn them tunes, 
but we reckon you’ve got it in you… £21.45

Adam Penford is kicking off his tenure as Artistic Director 
of Nottingham Playhouse with an ode to Nottingham’s 
mining history. In a play written by Nottingham-born, 
daughter of a miner Beth Steel, Wonderland takes you 
back in time to 1983, and down the pits of Welbeck 
Colliery, to watch the events leading up to and during 
the miners’ strike unfold. Follow two sixteen-year-old 
lads as they embark on their first day down the mines, 
and watch as an American CEO attempts to reform 
the coal industry. Expect a lot of laddish banter and a 
healthy dose of tension in this, the regional premiere of 
Wonderland. £8.50 – £37.50

A collective of five fine art graduates from Loughborough 
University make up Strata. The first in a series of 
exhibitions to be hosted by Surface Gallery sees the 
collective pushing the boundaries of paint to capture 
the “unseen” and ephemeral in nature, the environment, 
and the human condition. Sounds fancy. Inspired by 
the luminous qualities of colour, the artists use varying 
densities of paint to depict landscape and form. You’ll 
have the chance to glimpse behind the scenes into the 
creative processes of the painters, and discover how 
their collaborative ideas have lead them to their end goal. 
Make sure you catch their opening night on Friday 23 
February at 6pm. Free entry.

leftlion.co.uk/issue98   33

SAT
9 FEB



For more events, check out leftlion.co.uk/listings

THURSDAY 1 FEB

♫ Cabbage
The Bodega 
£13, 7pm 

♫ 8mm Orchestra + The 
Cusp + Sick Bookies
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
7pm 

🎨 Six Week Beginners 
Pottery Evening Class
The Harley Gallery 
£95, 7pm 

🎤 INFL’s First Open Mic 
Showcase of 2018
The Angel Microbrewery 
Free, 7.30pm 

♫ Metal 2 The Masses: 
Heat 3
The Maze 
£4 - £5, 6.30pm 

🎨 Beginner’s Modern 
Calligraphy Workshop
The Botantist 
£45, 6.30pm 

♫ Stacey McMullen & The 
Seven O’Clock Gun 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
£3, 7pm 

👣 Anton and Erin
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall 
£29.50 - £42.50, 7.30pm 

👪 The Fantastically 
Beastly Party
Waterstones Nottingham 
Free, 4.30pm 

FRIDAY 2 FEB

🎭 Haunted
Djanogly Theatre 
£6 - £10, 7.30pm 

♫ Lois + I Am Lono
The Maze 
£4, 7.30pm 

♫ 2Step UKG 007 
Bar Eleven 
£3 - £4, 10pm 

♫ 94 Gunships EP Launch
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
7pm  

♫ Mr. Scruff +
Alexander Nut 
The Irish Centre 
£15 - £20, 10pm 

📖 Creative Writing 
Workshops with
Panya Banjoko
Nottingham Contemporary 
11am 

♫ Move D
The Brickworks 
£16, 10pm 

♫ The Jazz Recovery 
Session #2 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 7pm 

🎭 Romeo and Juliet
Nottingham Arts Theatre 
£6 - £8, 7.30pm 

📣 Notts People: The Newly 
Built Personality of Raplh, 
Lord Cromwell
Nottinghamshire Archives 
£5, 2.30pm 

SATURDAY 3 FEB

♫ The Feelgood Band
The Doghouse 
£6.60, 7pm  

♫ DirtyFilthySexy presents 
Sasha Velour
Nottingham Contemporary 
£25 - £35, 8pm 

🎭 George Egg: Diy Chef
Djanogly Theatre 
£11 - £15, 7.30pm 

🎨 Introduction to Free 
Machine Embroidery with 
Sarah Sewell
Curious? Nottingham 
£36, 10am 

👪 Big Fish Little Fish
The Glee Club 
£6 - £8.50, 1.30pm 

🎨 Workshop with Gecko: 
Making Change
Nottingham Playhouse 
Free, 1pm 

🎭 MissImp: Consenting 
Partners
Nottingham Playhouse 
£8 - £10, 7.30pm 

♫ Jah Wobble & The 
Invaders of the Hart
Rescue Rooms 
£17.60, 6.30pm 

👪 CaBella’s Glitter Party
CaBella 
Free, 4pm 

SATURDAY 3 FEB

♫ Fan Club: 
Galentines Day Party 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 8pm 

📖 How to Get Published 
with Alex Davis
Nottingham Writers Studio 
£40, 10am 

🎭 Romeo and Juliet
Nottingham Arts Theatre 
£6 - £8, 7.30pm 

📖 Short Stories: Writing 
On with Megan Taylor
Waterstones Nottingham 
£120, 1pm 

SUNDAY 4 FEB

🎭 A Tiger’s Tale
Djanogly Theatre 
£8, 1pm 

♫ Music Production 
Workshop
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 5pm 

♫ Shopping + Rattle + 
Slumb Party
The Maze 
£7, 7.30pm 

🔧 Bath Bomb Make and 
Take Workshop 
Bouquet Boutique 
£25 - £25, 11am 

♫ Casey Lowry
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
7pm 

SUNDAY 4 FEB

💻 Pixelheads: Engine 
Room: Gamemaker 2
National Videogame Arcade 
£10, 10am 

♫ The Damned
Rock City 
£28.60, 6.30pm 

🎭 Bolshoi Ballet:
The Lady of Camellias
Savoy Cinema 
£11 - £13.50, 3pm 

👒 Lou Lou’s Nottingham 
Vintage Fair
The Albert Hall 
£2, 10am 

MONDAY 5 FEB

📖 Commercial Writing
Waterstones 
£115 - £120, 11am 

📖  Poems from Death Row 
with UoN Poetry Society
JamCafe
£3, 7pm 

🎥 Natural Born Killers
Savoy Cinema 
£4.75 - £6.50, 8.30pm 

😂 Trixie Mattel
The Glee Club 
£25, 7pm 

🏫 Start Up Boot Camps by 
Creative Quarter Company
MinorOak 
Free, 5.30pm 

TUESDAY 6 FEB

🎭 Joss Arnott Dance
Djanogly Theatre 
£10 - £16, 7.30pm 

♫ The Legendary 
Frontmen Of Rock
The Albert Hall 
£29.50, 6.45pm 

♫ Hollie Cook
The Bodega 
£12.50, 7pm 

🔧 Intro to Copper 
Embossing with 
Dawn Feeney
Curious? Nottingham 
£38, 1pm 

👣 Triple Bill 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£10 - £16, 7.30pm 

♫ Sam Baker
The Poppy and Pint 
£16, 7pm 

📖 Reservoir 13, Reservoir 
Tapes and the Costa, with 
Jon McGregor
Five Leaves Bookshop 
Free, 7pm 

♫ DJ EZ
Rock City 
9pm 

♫ Rae Morris 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
6.30pm 
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WEDNESDAY 7 FEB

👣 Strictly Come Dancing 
Motorpoint Arena 
Nottingham 
£45, 1:30pm 

🏫 Rediscovering Viking 
Age Stone Sculpture In 
The East Midlands
Djanogly Theatre 
Free, 1pm 

♫ Spring King
The Bodega 
£10, 7pm 

♫ Cosmic American 
presents Jamie Wyatt + 
Beth Bombara
The Maze 
£12, 7.30pm 

🎥 Don’t Bother to Knock
Nottingham Contemporary 
£5 - £5, 6.30pm 

♫ Heart Beach + The 
Ruffs + Short Weekends
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
£5, 8pm 

🎨 Six Week Intermediate 
Pottery Evening Class
The Harley Gallery 
£95, 7pm 

♫ Dead Boys
Rescue Rooms 
£19.25 

♫ Field Music 
Rough Trade Nottingham 
7pm 

🎭 ROH: Royal Opera: 
TOSCA
Savoy Cinema 
£11 - £13.50, 7.15pm 

THURSDAY 8 FEB

♫ Vienna Piano Trio
Djanogly Recital Hall 
£10 - £18, 7.30pm 

♫ Marmozets
Rescue Rooms 
£13, 6.30pm 

😂 Daliso Chaponda:
What The African Said 
The Glee Club 
7pm 

♫ Christine Tobin: PELT
Bonington Theatre 
£5 - £15, 8pm 

📣 Queer Subversions and 
Intersectionality: A Look 
at Diverse LGBTQ+ Voices
Five Leaves Bookshop 
Free, 7pm 

🎨 Six Week Beginners 
Pottery Evening Class
The Harley Gallery 
£95, 7pm 

♫ 33/45
Malt Cross 
Free, 7pm 

🎤 DIY Poets
The Maze 
£3, 7.45pm 

♫ Bright Club Nottingham
Rough Trade Nottingham 
£6.86, 6.30pm 

🎭 Animal Farm
Nottingham Arts Theatre 
£10 - £14, 7.30pm 

♫ Fuzzbox: Paul Jacobs
The Chameleon 
£5, 8pm

FRIDAY 9 FEB

♫ Jaya The Cat + The 
Sporadics + Liam O’Kane 
The Maze 
£12, 8pm 

♫ The Faceless
Rescue Rooms 
£13.75, 6.30pm 

🍴 Cocktails and Crime
Galleries of Justice 
£19.95, 7pm 

♫ Expert Death Presents: 
Merky Ace x Lemzly Dale
Rough Trade Nottingham 
£4, 10pm 

🎭 Animal Farm
Nottingham Arts Theatre 
£10 - £14, 7.30pm 

🎥 Fifty Shades Freed
Savoy Cinema 
£4.75 - £6.50, 5.30pm 

SATURDAY 10 FEB

♫ A Russian Spectacular 
featuring Joseph Moog
The Albert Hall 
£10 - £24, 7.30pm 

🎥 Fortune & Glory Film 
Club Presents: 
Ghostbusters
National Videogame Arcade 
£8, 7pm  

🎥 Mania Akbari Film 
Series: One. Two. One 
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 3pm 

♫ Class
Red Bar 
Free, 10pm

SATURDAY 10 FEB

♫ Graeme Park + Cass Roc 
+ D2 + Moulty
The Maze 
£12, 9.30pm 

🎥 L’elisir D’Amore 
(Donizetti)
Broadway Cinema 
£17 - £20, 5pm 

♫ No More Valentines
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
Free, 6pm 

♫ Mane Offenders
The White Lion 
Free, 8.30pm - 11:45pm 

🔧 Stamp Carving with 
Fabritizia Design
Malt Cross 
£35, 11am  

♫ Escape the Fate
Rescue Rooms 
£17.60, 6.30pm 

♫ Arch Enemy
Rock City 
£21.45, 5.30pm 

📖 How to Get Published 
with Alex Davis
Nottingham Writers Studio 
£40, 10am 

📖 Wanderlust: Travel 
Writing with Kerry 
Featherstone
Nottingham Writers Studio 
£30 - £45, 2pm  

📷 Crash Taylor Street 
Photography Workshop
MinorOak 
£150, 9am 

SATURDAY 10 FEB

🌳 Stargazing and 
Lecture Evening
Sherwood Forest 
Country Park 
£6, 6.45pm 

🎪 Love on Sneinton 
Market
Sneinton Market
Free, 11am

🎨 Artists Tour: Bummock
Backlit 
Free, 3pm 

♫ Bob Marley’s Birthday
Nottingham Contemporary
£8 - £13, 9pm

SUNDAY 11 FEB

♫ The Used
Rock City 
£22.50, 7pm 

🔧 Bath Bomb Make and 
Take Workshop 
Bouquet Boutique 
£25, 11am 

♫ Notts Gig4Grenfell 2 
The Maze 
£5, 6pm 

📣 Score Sunday
Dance4 
£15, 11.30am 

♫ Nearly Dan: The Spirit & 
Sound of Steely Dan
The Glee Club 
£16, 7pm 

🎭 ROH: Royal Opera: 
TOSCA
Savoy Cinema 
£11 - £13.50, 2pm 

MONDAY 12 FEB

📖 Commercial Writing
Waterstones 
£115 - £120, 11am  

♫ Bowling For Soup
Rock City 
£25, 7pm 

♫ Lewis Capaldi
Rescue Rooms 
£12, 7.30pm 

🔧 How To Approach 
Galleries Workshops
Focus Gallery 
£25 

♫ The Wired + Reqs + 
Viyellas + The Brookes
The Maze 
£6, 7pm 

🎭 Wonderland Pre-Show 
Talk: A History of 
Nottinghamshire’s Mines
Nottingham Playhouse 
Free, 6.15pm 

🏫 Start Up Boot Camps by 
Creative Quarter Company
MinorOak 
Free, 5.30pm 

TUESDAY 13 FEB

♫ Shrove Tuesday
Aubrey’s Creperie
£4.50, 11am 

🎭 Slam Cabaret with 
That Welsh Woman
The Angel
Free, 7.30pm 

♫ The Sad Song Co
The Bodega 
£6.50, 7pm 

If you’ve got a creative mind, fancy yourself a designer, inventor or maker and you’re currently living in Nottingham 
or Derby, we’ve got some cracking news for you.

Nottingham Trent University are opening their Design Innovation Hub to professional designers and makers of all 
kinds, and inviting them to come along and get stuck in to some free workshops. Funded by the European Regional 
Development Fund, and part of NTU’s Enabling Innovation programme, the sessions are perfect for folk who are 
well up for doing something innovative with their business, or want to learn new skills.

Introduction to Laser Cutting
Thursday 29 March, 12pm
Led by Design Innovation Advisor, Cara Roberts, the session will give you an insight to the endless possibilities 
that come with laser cutting. In the first half of the workshop, Cara will show you how to turn your ideas into a 
suitable file for laser cutting, then you’ll learn how to use the machine, and see it working in all its glory. 

Introduction to 3D Printing
Thursday 12 April, 12pm 
Have your brain matter filled with valuable information about the 3D printer. Get wise to both the potential and 
limitations of 3D printing on a budget, with a workshop delivered by Dana Church; a woman with years of industry 
experience in design and manufacturing.

Introduction to Packaging Design
Wednesday 18 April, 9am
Got all the gear but no idea what to put it in? Fret no more. Industry experts will help you work out how to bring 
your packaging ideas to life, or get you thinking about what packaging designs would work for you and your 
business.

Intellectual Property for Designers and Makers
Wednesday 6 June, 9am
Find out everything you need to know about owning your creative ideas with this one. Led by academic staff and 
practising patent attorneys – oo-er – you’ll learn all you’ll need to know about identifying, utilising and protecting 
your IP, plus, you’ll be able to ask all them niggly questions, too.

Wanna know more? Get in touch with Simon Arnold at simon.arnold@ntu.ac.uk, or visit the website.

The Design Innovation hub is located in The College of Art, Design and Built Environment at Nottingham 
Trent University.

ntu.ac.uk/enablinginnovation

Enabling Innovation: Free Design Workshops



36 leftlion.co.uk/issue98

NUSIC
BOX

Your new Notts music tip sheet, as compiled 
by Nusic’s Sam Nahirny.

Want more? Check the fortnightly podcasts 
and live sessions in the Nusic website.

For more events, check out leftlion.co.uk/listings

Joey Costello

The Chicago-born, Notts-residing singer-songwriter is set 
to pull on every heartstring you have within that ribcage of 
yours. He embodies bits of noughties emo (we’re definitely 
hearing a bit of Augustana and Taking Back Sunday), 
heartwarming chart-folk, and a feeling of “We just really 
want to hug him.” Current single So High, We Lose Our 
Minds is a stunning demonstration of Joey’s talents. He 
makes beautiful harmonies with TheoTheo, produces a 
pure, lyrical narrative, and to top it all off, has a really 
distinctive voice. With him being so widely travelled, we’re 
excited to see what other influences make their way into 
his music.
 

facebook.com/joeycostellomusic

Ken Samson

His productions are so insanely slick, you wouldn’t be 
surprised if he was mates with Pharrell. But Samson is 
a Notts fella. In fact, he’s proper Notts, running his own 
studio on Alfreton Road: Basement Studios. He’s just put 
out his first EP, and it’s one of the most glorious debuts we 
have ever heard. Eclectic, interesting, and so, so good. One 
minute you’re hearing the smoothest nineties vibes since 
Lauryn Hill and D’Angelo, next you’ve got some banging 
pop r’n’b. There’s a definite Ken Samson sound about 
everything he touches, and we can’t wait to hear more 
of it. 

kensamsonmusic.co.uk

WEDNESDAY 14 FEB

♫ Cara Dillon
Djanogly Theatre 
£10 - £20, 7.30pm 

♫ Franz Ferdinand
Rock City 
£27.50, 6.30pm 

📣 Crosswords Open Mic 
Malt Cross 
Free, 7.30pm 

📣 Beeston Tales
The White Lion 
£5/£6, 7.30pm 

📣 What Became of Gay 
Liberation? With 
Christopher Phelps and 
Jonathan Bell
Five Leaves Bookshop 
Free, 7pm 

🎨 Six Week Intermediate 
Pottery Evening Class
The Harley Gallery 
£95, 7pm 

♫ New Orleans Heat
Southwell Library 
£8 - £10, 7.30pm 

THURSDAY 15 FEB

🔬 Gemma Arrowsmith: 
Earthling
Canal House 
£7 - £9, 6.30pm 

♫ Wilkinson
Rock City 
£17.50, 6.30pm 

♫ Metal 2 The Masses 2018: 
Heat 4
The Maze 
£4 - £5, 6.30pm 

🎥 Syria’s Disappeared: 
The Case Against Assad
New Art Exchange 
Free, 6.30pm  

♫ Karma + Chicos de 
Nazca + The Hijinks + 
Elêphant + The Shores
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
£5.50, 8pm  

🎤 Poetry from Katy Lewis 
Hood, Abigail Parry and 
Andrew Taylor
Five Leaves Bookshop 
£3, 7pm 

🎨  Introduction to 
Macrame: Braiding with 
Jess Kemp
Curious? Nottingham 
£38, 1pm 

🎭 Sister Act
Nottingham Arts Theatre 
£12.50 - £10, 7.30pm 

FRIDAY 16 FEB

♫ The Brew
The Bodega 
£12, 7.30pm 

♫ Way Out West 
Rescue Rooms 
£16.50, 7pm 

♫ Dead Kiwis + Today 
They Are Older + A 
Werewolf + Torsion Cygnet
JT Soar 
£5, 7pm  

♫ JSP EP Launch
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
£6, 9pm 

FRIDAY 16 FEB

♫ Quadrophenia Night
The Maze 
£12, 8pm 

📖 Creative Writing 
Workshops with
Panya Banjoko
Nottingham Contemporary 
11am  

🎭 Sister Act
Nottingham Arts Theatre 
£12.50 - £10, 7.30pm 

♫ Mellonie Page
The Lion at Basford 
Free, 9pm 

♫ Glass Mountain + 
Starwheel
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 8.30pm 

♫ Flava D
Stealth 
£15.40, 10pm 

♫ Wabi-Sabi with Samba 
and Sensi
Bar Eleven
£4/£5, 10pm

SATURDAY 17 FEB

♫ Paul Carrack
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall 
£32.50 - £39.50, 7pm 

♫ Gaz Brookfield & The 
Company Of Thieves
The Bodega 
£10, 7pm 

♫ The Front Bottoms
Rock City 
£17, 6.30pm 

🏫 Viking Activity Days: 
Belief and Funerary 
Practice
Lakeside Arts Centre 
Free, 11am 

🎨 Ancient Crafts: 
Hedgerow Baskets
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£40 - £50, 10am  

♫ Amenra & Boris
Rescue Rooms 
£16, 6.30pm 

📣 On Translation
Nottingham Contemporary 
10am 

🎨 Professional Arts 
Workshop: Ceramics - 
Hand Building with 
Sarah Villeneau
Beeston Library 
£70, 10am 

♫ Dr Syntax & Pete Cannon 
+ Space Dolphin feat. 
Motormouf + Alice Short + 
Omari Sterrett
The Maze 
£10, 8.30pm 

🎨 Mugs, Jugs, Lips and 
Handles: Ceramics with 
Sandy Bywater
Curious? Nottingham 
£70, 10am  

👪 Chinese Arts and 
Crafts Workshops
Lakeside Arts Centre 
Free, 12pm 

🎭 Chinese New Year Gala
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£8 - £10, 2.30pm 

SATURDAY 17 FEB

🔬 Science in the 
Shopping Centre
Broadmarsh Shopping 
Centre 
Free, 9am 

🔬 Hands-On Science
National Videogame Arcade 
Free 

🔬 Science in the Square
Nottingham City Centre 
Free, 10am 

🔬 Explorers Fair
Broadway Cinema 
10am 

🔬 Escape the Lab
National Videogame Arcade 
£15 

🔬 Family Science Saturday
Nottingham Central Library 
Free, 10am 

♫ Hexx4Jess Fundraiser
Ye Olde Salutation Inn 
£5, 3pm 

📖 Wanderlust: Travel 
Writing with Kerry 
Featherstone
Nottingham Writers Studio 
£30 - £45, 2pm  

📖 Taster: Generating Ideas 
with Sarah Hindmarsh
Nottingham Writers Studio 
£5, 10am 

♫ In Isolation + Northern 
Light Exposure
The Chameleon Arts Cafe 
8.30pm 

♫ Faith: The George 
Michael Legacy
The Albert Hall 
£23.50, 7.30pm 

SUNDAY 18 FEB

♫ Alien Ant Farm
Rock City 
£20, 6.30pm 

👪 The Gingerbread Man
Djanogly Theatre 
£8.50, 1pm 

♫ Paradise Lost
Rescue Rooms 
£18, 6.30pm 

♫ The Babe Rainbow 
The Bodega 
£8.50, 7pm 

👣 Gathering #2
Dance4 
Free, 11am  

♫ Thirteen Stars + The 
King Lot + Hollowstar
The Maze 
£10, 7.30pm 

💻 Pixelheads: Engine 
Room: Gamemaker 2
The National Videogame 
Arcade 
£10, 10am 

💻 Mega Run & Sammus 
Tour 2018
The National Videogame 
Arcade 
£10, 6.30pm 

🔬 Dino Dinners, Prehistoric 
Poo & Fossil Beds
Wollaton Hall,
Free, 11.30am

MONDAY 19 FEB

♫ Free Throw + Dryjacket
The Bodega 
£9, 7pm 

🔬 Smart Materials
The Television Workshop 
£5 - £5, 6.30pm 

💻 Arduino Automatons 
Programming Puppets
The National Videogame 
Arcade 
£8, 10am 

🔬 Smart City RRI 
Conference
Nottingham Council House 
Free, 9am 

🔬 Family Science 
Bilborough Library 
Free, 10am  

🔬 Schrödinger’s Caffè 
THINK Creative Space: 
Cobden Chambers 
£13, 7pm  

♫ The Ataris
Rescue Rooms 
£19.25, 7.30pm 

📣 The New Analog: Damon 
Krukowski In Conversation
Rough Trade Nottingham 
Free, 7pm 

TUESDAY 20 FEB

♫ Paceshifters 
The Bodega 
£6, 7pm 

♫ Neon Waltz
Rock City 
£7.50, 7.30pm 

♫ Butcher Babies
Rescue Rooms 
£13.50, 6.30pm 

📣 Flâneuse: The 
Wandering Woman, with 
Lauren Elkin
Five Leaves Bookshop 
£3, 7pm  

🔬 Science Showoff
Rough Trade Nottingham 
£6 - £6, 6.30pm 

🔬 Family Science
Bulwell Riverside Centre 
Free, 10am  

📖 Poetry is Dead Good
The Angel Microbrewery 
£3, 7pm

WEDNESDAY 21 FEB

🏫 From Poetry To Reality: 
The Gold-Trimmed Sword 
Hilt In The Bedale Hoard
Djanogly Theatre 
Free, 1pm  

🎨 Dragon Masks and 
Bookmarks
Lakeside Arts Centre 
Free, 11am  

♫ Viking Inspired 
Drumming and Percussion 
Workshop
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£8 

🔧 Zine Workshop With 
Dizzy Ink
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£20, 10am 
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WEDNESDAY 21 FEB

♫ Queen Zee and 
The Sasstones
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
£5, 7pm 

🎨 Drum Lampshade 
Crafternoon
Debbie Bryan 
£40, 5.30pm  

♫ Fredo 
Rescue Rooms 
£12, 7.30pm 

🎥 The Grand 
Budapest Hotel
Nottingham Contemporary 
£5 - £5, 6.30pm 

♫ Indoor Pets
The Bodega 
£7, 7pm 

👪 Light Night 
Debbie Bryan 
Free, 5.30pm  

👪 Puppet Play
The Harley Gallery 
£2, 11am 

💻 Pixelheads: Getting 
Started with Stratch
National Videogame Arcade 
£25, 10am 

💻 All Star Science Riot 
National Videogame Arcade 
£6, 6.30pm 

🎨 Light Night Family 
Lantern Making 
Curious? Nottingham 
£10, 1pm 

♫ Pete Astor
Rough Trade Nottingham 
£10.99 - £19.99, 7pm 

🎤 Open Mic
Malt Cross 
Free, 7pm

♫ The Lion Quiz
The Lion at Basford 
9pm

THURSDAY 22 FEB

♫ Hell is for Heroes + 
The Neon Handshake
Rock City 
£21, 6.30pm 

♫ Gould Piano Trio + 
Mark Simpson
Djanogly Recital Hall 
£10 - £18, 7.30pm 

🔧 Make a Viking Shield
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£8, 10am  

🎨 Pattern Magpies
The Djanogly Art Gallery 
£8, 1.30pm 

♫ Metal 2 The Masses 
2018: Heat 5
The Maze 
£4 - £5, 6.30pm 

♫ Graviton
Bonington Theatre 
£5 - £12, 8pm 

📣 Five Leaves Book 
Group: Women and Power 
by Mary Beard
Five Leaves Bookshop 
Free, 7pm 

🎭 NT Live: Cat On A Hot 
Tin Roof
Savoy Cinema 
£11 - £13.50, 7pm 

🎤 Speech Therapy 
Poetry Night
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
Free, 7pm 

🍷 Vodka Tasting Evening
Golden Eagle
£30, 7.30pm

♫ Wildwood Jack
Hand and Heart
Free, 8pm

🍺 Northern Monk Tap 
Takeover
Horse and Plough
Free, 7pm

FRIDAY 23 FEB

♫ Roots Reggae Night
The Maze 
£5, 9.30pm 

♫ Tradition Hi-Fi 
The Irish Centre 
£5, 9pm 

♫ Gallery Sounds
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
Free, 8pm 

🎨 Little Gems Creative 
Keyrings
Focus Gallery 
£45, 1.30pm 

🎨 Circus Work 
Photographs by 
Peter Lavery
The Harley Gallery 
Free, 12pm 

👪 Circus Skills Workshop
The Harley Gallery 
£2.50, 11am 

🎭 Panda’s Home
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£8, 11am  

♫  The Hempolics
Nottingham Contemporary
£8 - £12, 8pm 

💻 Pixelheads: Introduction 
to Gamemaker 2
The National Videogame 
Arcade 
£40, 10am 

♫ Bama Lama Sing Song: 
Rescue Rooms 15th 
Anniversary Special 
Rescue Rooms 
£7.70, 8.30pm 

📣 A Compassionate Voice 
Stripped Bare
Waterstones 
Free, 6.30pm 

👪 Light Night 2018
Nottingham City Centre

SATURDAY 24 FEB

🎭 Beowuff and the 
Dragon Raiders
Djanogly Theatre 
£5 

📖 Beowuff: Writing 
Workshop with Robin Price
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£3, 12pm 

🎨 Ancient Crafts: 
Viking Embroidery
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£40 - £50, 10am

♫ Brian Fallon & The 
Howling Weather
Rock City 
£3, 6.30pm 

♫ Icons of the 80s
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall 
£34.50, 7.30pm 

♫ The St. Valentine’s Day 
Maze-acre
The Maze 
£10, 8pm 

♫ Dystopian Future 
Movies + Soden + Nazare
Stuck On A Name Recording 
Studio 
£5 - £6, 8pm 

♫ Formicarius + Heathen 
Deity + Wolvencorwn + 
Devastator
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
£5, 8pm 

🎭 Mirror Mirror
Nottingham Playhouse 
£7 - £8, 12pm 

♫ Brian Fallon and the 
Howling Weather
Rock City 
£24.75, 7pm 

♫ Wiley
The Brickworks 
£21.45, 7pm

SUNDAY 25 FEB

🎭 Sourpuss
Djanogly Theatre 
£7.50 

♫ MC Devvo + Phattfoxx 
+ Wolves Don’t Sleep + 
Infirm of Purpose
The Maze 
£8, 7pm 

♫ Solardo Sessions 
Stealth 
£18, 10pm 

MONDAY 26 FEB

📣 Hideo Furukawa and 
Tomoyuki Hoshino – Japan 
Now
Five Leaves Bookshop 
£3, 7pm 

😂 Mark Thomas: 
Showtime From 
The Frontline
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£13 - £17, 7.30pm 

♫ Acoustic Rooms 8th 
Birthday Party
Rescue Rooms 
Free, 7pm 

🎨 Bummock: The Lace 
Archive Symposium
Backlit 
£8, 12pm 

TUESDAY 27 FEB

♫ Once & Future Band
The Angel Microbrewery 
£3, 7.30pm 

♫ Feed The Rhino
Rescue Rooms 
£8, 6.30pm 

🎭 The Poisonous 
Pantomime
Colwick Hall Hotel 
£35 - £40, 6.30pm 

🎨 Recycled Insect 
Sculptures
The Harley Gallery 
£30, 6pm 

TUESDAY 27 FEB

😂 Mark Thomas: 
Showtime From The 
Frontline
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£13 - £17, 7.30pm 

🎭 Vulva La Revolution 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£10 - £12, 8pm 

♫ Feed the Rhino
Rescue Rooms 
£8.80, 6.30pm 

🎭 Gran Teatre Del Liceu, 
Barcelona - Romeo 
and Juliet
Savoy Cinema 
£9 - £11, 7pm 

WEDNESDAY 28 FEB

♫ Cosmic American 
presents...Will Hoge
The Maze 
£15, 7.30pm 

♫ Rews
The Bodega 
£8, 7pm 

🎥 The Shining
Nottingham Contemporary 
£5 - £5, 6.30pm 

🎭 Black Widow
The Studio Theatre 
£8.50 - £10, 7.30pm 

📣 The Boy with the 
Perpetual Nervousness, 
with Graham Caveney, in 
conversation with 
Deirdre O’Byrne
Middle Street 
Resource Centre 
Free, 7pm 

😂 Ed Byrne: Spoiler Alert
Nottingham Playhouse 
£25.50, 8pm 

🎭 ROH: Royal Ballet:
The Winter’s Tale
Savoy Cinema 
£11 - £13.50, 7.15pm

🎭 The Wedding
Nottingham Playhouse 
£8 - £24, 8pm 
Thu 1 Feb - Sat 3 Feb

♫ Funk for the Soul
Pepper Rocks 
Free, 8pm 
Thu 1 Feb - Thu 29 Mar

🎨 Elrich
Surface Gallery 
Free 
Fri 2 Feb - Sat 10 Feb

💪 Ashtanga Yoga 
The Dragon 
£8 - £75 
Fri 2 Feb - Sun 4 Mar

🎨 Circus Work - Peter Lavery 
The Harley Gallery 
Free 
Sat 3 Feb - Sun 15 Apr

🎨 Ceramics Evening Class
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£90 - £100, 6.30pm 
Tue 6 Feb - Tue 27 Feb

🎤 Tuesday Open Mic Night 
Pepper Rocks 
Free, 9pm 
Tue 6 Feb - Tue 27 Feb

🎭 Finding Nana
Nottingham Playhouse 
£12 - £14.50, 8pm 
Wed 7 Feb - Sat 10 Feb

🎠 Nottingham VR Expo
Nottingham Lace Market 
£97.50 - £595 
Thu 8 Feb - Sat 10 Feb

🎠 Nottingham International 
Microfilm Festival
Nottingham Lace Market 
£18 - £71.94 
Thu 8 Feb - Sat 10 Feb

🎭 Wonderland
Nottingham Playhouse 
£8.50 - £37.50, 7.30pm 
Fri 9 Feb - Sat 24 Feb

🎭 Hedda Gabler
Theatre Royal
£8 - £24, 8pm 
Mon 5 Feb - Sat 10 Feb

🎨 NTU Photography Students 
Group Exhibition
Focus Gallery 
Free 
Tue 13 Feb - Sat 17 Feb

🔬 Discover George Green
Green’s Windmill 
Free, 10am - 4pm 
Wed 14 Feb - Sat 17 Feb

🎨 February Half Term: 
Paper Journeys
Nottingham Contemporary 
Free, 11am - 3pm 
Sat 17 Feb - Sun 25 Feb

👪 Half Term: Places and Faces 
(7-10 Years)
New Art Exchange 
Free, 10.30am – 12.30pm 
Mon 19 Feb - Thu 22 Feb

👪 Half Term: Breaking Borders 
(11-16 Years)
New Art Exchange 
Free, 2pm - 4pm 
Mon 19 Feb - Thu 22 Feb

🎭 Flare Path
Lace Market Theatre 
£9 - £11, 7.30pm – 10.30pm 
Mon 19 Feb - Sat 24 Feb

🎭 February Family Fest 2018
Nottingham Playhouse 
£5, 12pm 
Mon 19 Feb - Sat 24 Feb

🎨 Strata: 1
Surface Gallery 
Free, 6pm 
Fri 23 Feb - Sat 10 Mar

🎨 Art Sale 100
Focus Gallery 
Free 
Fri 23 Feb - Sat 31 Mar

🎨 Bonington Vitrines #6: One 
Eye on the Road
Bonington Building, NTU 
Free, 10am - 5pm 
Fri 23 Feb - Thu 29 Mar

🎨 Lace Unarchived
Bonington building 
Free, 10am - 5pm 
Fri 23 Feb - Thu 29 Mar

🎨 Billie Ireland
Lakeside Arts Centre 
Free 
Sat 24 Feb - Sat 31 Mar

🎭 Black Widow
The Studio Theatre 
£8.50 - £10, 7.30pm – 9.45pm 
Tue 27 Feb - Sat 3 Mar

🎨 5 Week Ceramic Course 
with Sandy Bywater
Curious? Nottingham 
£100, 1pm – 3.30pm 
Tue 27 Feb - Tue 27 Mar

🎨 5 Week Evening Ceramic 
Course with Sandy Bywater
Curious? Nottingham 
£100, 6pm – 8.30pm 
Tue 27 Feb - Tue 27 Mar

🔬 Nottingham Festival of 
Science and Curiosity
Nottingham City Centre
Weds 14 Feb - Weds 21 Feb

ONGOING STUFF LIKE PLAYS AND EXHIBITIONS AND THAT
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Mates: No.

Killings: Couple of sheriffs and a blacksmith

Mates:

Killings:
and a blacksmith

AKA: Henry McCarty

Job: Cattle Rustler 

Skillz: Teefin’

AKA: Kid30

Job: Artist

Skillz: Sprayin’

Killings: Surface areas all 

                over Notts

Mates: Grim Finga, Dilk, 

             Ging Inferior

Aquarius (20 Jan – 19 Feb)
You'll be disheartened this week when it 
turns out that all those people who came 
to your birthday party only like you for your 
money, and your chicken vol-au-vents.

Pisces (20 Feb – 20 Mar)
Prepare for a dream in which you are a 
plumber. Unfortunately it won’t help you 
when the toilet backs up, spewing sewage 
onto the carpet that everyone told you was 
a stupid idea for the bathroom. 

Aries (21 Mar –  20 Apr)
Despite your ostensibly calm nature, this 
month you’ll lock yourself in a darkened 
room with 73 Frank Zappa Albums and 
will manage to find numerous links 
between the first Die Hard film and The 
Old Testament. 

Taurus (21 Apr –  21 May)
This month will bring you closer to nature 
when you choose to hide in the foliage of 
the Victoria Centre. If your heavy breathing 
concerns onlookers, simply kiss them on 
the back of the neck to show you are 
no threat.

Gemini (22 May –  22 June)
It’s true, you can communicate with 
animals! Although, they’re generally 
offended by everything you have to say. 
Try to see things their way by licking your 
own legs in public.

Cancer (23 June –  23 July)
Over the next few weeks, you’ll start work 
on a production of Richard and Judy, set at 
a time when cholera was rife. Your method-
acting training sees you take the role a bit 
too far…

Leo (24 July – 23 Aug)
The moon hangs heavy, like a big, round, 
moony rock. Mercury is doing its own 
thing, but Mars, well, Mars told me you 
need to cut back on the cobs. Saturn says 
“Hi,” and “Don’t forget to call me.”

Virgo (24 Aug – 23 Sept)
Air and fire are both dominant in your 
sign right now, which indicates a terrible 
accident from lighting your own farts.

Libra (24 Sept – 23 Oct)
Andromeda is freaking out for you right 
now, so use this to your advantage. The 
next time you go shopping, leave the list at 
home, close your eyes, and let the trolley 
guide you to your spirit food. 

Scorpio (24 Oct – 22 Nov)
There’s something to be said about living 
on the edge. And that something is that 
it’s stupid, and you’d better move that 
tent away from the cliff-edge before you 
seriously hurt yourself.

Sagittarius (23 Nov – 22 Dec)
The stars are encouraging you to be more 
adventurous this month, but trying new 
food isn’t gonna cut it. The stars want 
you to wrap yourself in cling film and 
roll around in the middle of a car park. 
Thrilling.

Capricorn (Dec 23 – Jan 19)
You will be sucked into the deepest 
vacuums of space and jettisoned towards 
the nearest black hole, where you will 
experience the past, the present and 
future, all in one state. Err, sorry, that’s 
estate. Ford Estate, to be exact.

Smallkid
Billy the Kid

38   leftlion.co.uk/issue98



hola 
Nottingham!

celebrate the flavours          
         of latin America

We’ve had a makeover

IGUANAS.CO.UK

Plus
2for1CocktailsAll dayEvery day!

nottingham@iguanas.co.uk
0115 959 6390 

4 Chapel Quarter, 
Chapel Bar, 

Nottingham, NG1 6JS



YOUR TIME

OUR
PLACE

Visit us in February or March 2018
to launch your creative career 

Search NTU open days 
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