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Fifteen years ago, Al, Timmy and I sat in The Grosvenor pub on 
Mansfield Road with an idea. Websites were a relatively new 
thing, and we decided to create one to cover the things we liked 
in Nottingham that weren’t getting exposure elsewhere. We 
called it LeftLion. 

Soon after, I went out on my lunch break and pestered Frank 
Robinson, aka Xylophone Man, to answer a few questions and he 
let me take his photo. Everyone I knew had seen him out busking 
in the streets. He had no musical talent, but he was the hardest 
working musician in Notts.

We put the interview online, and bigger websites like b3ta and 
Popbitch picked up on it. Our web traffic went from a dozen 
friends to thousands of people we didn’t know overnight. We had 
our first big hit. Within a few months we’d created our first print 
issue, paid for on my credit card. It all started there. If it hadn’t 
gone down like that, I wouldn’t be writing this. It’s our pleasure 
to put Frank back on the cover of LeftLion one more time, fourteen 
years after he passed away. 

Everything in between is a bit of a blur. I’m forty next year and 
the years have flown by. The city has changed; we’ve got trams, 
music festivals, a new Market Square, a relatively low rate of gun 
crime and an awesome gallery in Nottingham Contemporary. The 

publishing landscape has changed too; we started out before 
Facebook and Twitter, when social media meant web forums. Big 
love to the original LeftLion forum crew.

This issue, we’re taking you on a journey through the years, with 
the help of people we’ve worked with along the way. Al and I 
have devoted our lives to this – Timmy moved on after a couple 
of years – and we’ve had the pleasure of roping in hundreds, nay, 
thousands, of creative people en route. 

It’s been an amazing journey that’s involved a lot of brilliant 
people. Nowadays there are new, younger creatives running this 
too. It’s their magazine now, as much as it is ours. And, hopefully, 
yours too. 

Anyway, scuttle off and read the rest of these pages. And keep an 
eye out for details of how we’re celebrating LeftLion’s fifteenth 
birthday throughout 2018. We’re planning to lord this over the city 
for some time yet...

Nottingham, we love you.

#LeftLionis15
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WHAT NOTTS
Find out what’s been going off around and about the city over the past month... 
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NOT IN OUR CITY 
As you might gather from the way we’re 
harping on, these pages in your hands 
make up the hundredth issue of LeftLion 
Magazine. LeftLion was set up fifteen 
years ago with the sole intention of bigging 
up all things Notts, and challenging the 
mainstream media’s negative portrayal of it. 
Unfortunately, sometimes we’re faced with 
stories that serve as a reminder of awful 
attitudes that somehow still exist in our city.  
 
Last month, student Rufaro Chisango posted 
a video on Twitter of some total wank stains 
shouting “We hate blacks” outside her door 
at her city centre halls. Two eighteen-year-
old men have been arrested in relation to 
the incident, and have put a stop to their 
university education. NTU have said the 
following about the incident: “This kind of 
vile behaviour will not be tolerated at NTU. 
Those suspected perpetrators have been 
suspended immediately pending a 
full investigation.”

CLUMBER PARK BLAZE 
Some serious arse wipes have set fire to 
a barn in Clumber Park in which eight 
people were sleeping. Fortunately, the 
guests staying in The Bunkhouse were 
alerted to the blaze and managed to get out 
unscathed. A National Trust van and a bin 
were also set alight, and a historic bridge 
was damaged the week before. Police aren’t 
ruling out that the acts are linked. Will you 
scallywags grow the bob up? 

SNOW PROBLEMO 
While most were proper vexed by that there 
Beast from the East, a bunch of students 
from the University of Nottingham decided to 
make the best of a bad situation and build a 
four-man igloo in the garden of their Lenton 
home. Complete with a built-in beer fridge – 
obviously – the students, some of whom are 
studying Mechanical Engineering, spent up 
to seven hours building the structure, before 
settling down inside for an ice-cold bev. 
Cheers, youths. 
 
 
 

RIP PETE THE FEET 
Notts is feeling the loss of a proper good egg 
this month as beloved pianist, the wonderful 
“Pete the Feet”, has passed away. Famous 
for playing the piano with his tootsies over at 
The Hand and Heart of a Sunday afternoon, 
Pete Baylis brought joy into the hearts of 
many a Notts citizen tucking into their roast 
potatoes. Our thoughts and condolences 
are with his family and friends, he will be 
greatly missed. 
 
JUSTICE FOR MARIAM 
The city was shocked last month when the 
horrendous news spread of an attack on 
eighteen-year-old Mariam Moustafa that lead 
to her death. Mariam, who was studying 
engineering at Nottingham College, was 
punched repeatedly by six women on a bus 
and later died following a coma. 200 people 
gathered at a vigil for Mariam at Speaker’s 
Corner, where her father expressed his 
thanks for the unity and support shown by 
Nottingham people, who called for an end 
to violence in the city. 
 

BOB OFF, BIRDS 
Sitting pretty in the middle of Market Square, 
you’d be forgiven for thinking the Council 
House was the indestructible centrepiece of 
our cityscape. But you’d be wrong. In actual 
fact, the building’s being slowly eroded 
by pigeon poop. The highly acidic faeces 
are basically burning the stonework away, 
so the decision has been made to chuck a 
massive net over the lot, to prevent the birds 
from bobbing. It’s gonna look great.  
 
MATRIX UP YER SLEEVE 
Researchers at the Sir Peter Mansfield 
Imaging Centre at the University of 
Nottingham have been developing brain 
scanners so they can be worn as helmets. 
They’re hoping it’ll be useful for people 
who can’t use normal MEG scanners, and 
in researching human brain activity when 
moving around. Illuminati confirmed. 
They’ve also been developing games that 
are played using thoughts. Don’t know about 
you duck, but we’re red pill all day.
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Ash Dilks’ first contribution to LeftLion was a skateboarding 
article for issue #6. He started working as the Sales Dude from 
issue #58, which is when he also started collating all the funny 
and weird stuff he overheard in the office. Here, he presents his 
top picks from over the years...

“I made a website when I was 

ten years old, it was mostly 

photos of Dannii Minogue” – Alan

“Mention LeftLion if you buy a Christmas tree from The Thompsons; you might get a discount, or you might get a jar of pickled gherkins.” – Jared

Bridie: Jared, can we get 

an office Barn Owl? 

Jared: F*** yeah!

“My mum knew she was gonna 
have me on the day, so she made 
my dad a sandwich then went to 
hospital.” – Emily 

“All I want is to be a millionaire. Oh, and a fairer Britain for the many not the few." – Lucy

“I used to think ice cream was loads 

healthier than chocolate. You know, 

because it's cold.” – Georgi

Raph: I don’t really like Mandarin restaurant.Georgi: You dim sum, you lose some.

Ash: So your lunch is a halloumi, 

kale, coconut, pecan, chorizo, 

gherkin, mayonnaise, strawberry 

and vinegar dressing baguette? 

Raph: Yes.

“I don’t want to see Noel 

Fielding's dutty face next to a 

peng Victoria sponge.” – Lucy

Ali: I don’t care about words 
anymore.Raph: I don't care about words 

any moth either.

“I don’t think it’s a good idea 
to troll our own social media 
channels.” – Jared

“If it smells like Quavers it’s gonna need more than a wash in the sink.” – Lucy

“I spilt foundation down 

my top so covered it up 

with Tippex.” – Bridie

“Basically, if it doesn’t belong 

to you, it belongs to me.” – Rob 

Howie-Smith (Landlord)

“Pastrami is like ham for one-
percenters.” – Ash

Bridie: I love a good mum joke.Alan: So does your mum.

“I’m going home to 

change into my buffet 

trousers.” – Ashwin

“I’m torn between 
wanting to enjoy my life 
and wanting to protect 
my trainers.” – Bridie

“I don't wanna stifle your 
creativity, but… you're doing it 
all wrong.” – Lucy

“I’ve done Jake Bugg but I’ve not 

done Harleighblu yet.” – Alan

“We don’t have an 

anniversary cos we met 

on Tinder.” – Natalie

Nottingham’s most opinionated grocers on...
100th issue of LeftLion
It’s an incredible achievement. Can we go for a party? Everyone bring a bottle. 
We get loads of feedback about our column in the shop. Everybody thinks 
we’re going away to California or New Zealand on holiday. It’s probably time 
we came clean about that. We’re definitely not, we don’t even have passports. 
We’ve never had them. We went to New York a couple of years ago, but it was 
New York in Lincolnshire, next door to Stickney.
 
The Beast from the East
It’s the first time we’ve seen weather that cold for a long time. But then Easter 
is almost a fortnight early this year. It got so cold in the shop that we actually 
had to put the heating on. We had to close the front and back doors too, which 
provoked some serious reaction from a man up the street. We were still open of 
course, but he’d never seen us shut the front door.
 
Is Forest’s new owner a bit dodgy?
We didn’t even know they had a new owner. What’s wrong with the old-
fashioned committee they used to have? There were six members and one of 
them was the man who owned the post office. Can’t they bring that back? 
When we heard the story about this guy [allegedly] shipping drugs, we 
wondered if he was doing it for medicinal purposes only. He might have a 
poorly mother? Or a very very big and poorly family?

Favourite Easter eggs
We do like a good Cadbury’s egg. One of those milk chocolate ones with flakes 
in it. They’re loads better than Thornton’s. We can’t stand dark chocolate, it’s 
vile. We don’t like cream eggs either, they give you toothache. Our mother 
passed away this year so no-one is going to buy one for us now. We don’t want 
to buy them for each other; we never buy each other anything.
 
Facebook Cambridge Analytica scandal
We don’t really understand it, but Facebook is stupid. We’ve got over 2,000 
people following our shop page on there. But if even a tenth of them actually 
came into the shop, we’d be rich beyond our wildest dreams. It’s meaningless. 
What a complete waste of time. We’ve got people from Leeds following us on 
there. They’re hardly going to nip down to Haydn Road for a bunch of carrots 
are they? If we delivered a £10 veg box to them from here, it would end up 
costing £30!
                                                       facebook.com/thompsonbrothersgreengrocers



Patty Dumplin, Issue #73 (Nov 2015) – Louise Clutterbuck 

The Owl Man and Kim, Issue #63 (Dec 2014) – Shaun Gordon 

Annie’s Haunted Shack, Issue #55 (Oct 2013) – Dave Parry

Carl Froch, Issue #6 (Aug 2005) – Dom Henry 

Shane Meadows, Issue #1 (Oct 2004) – David Bowen 

Robin Hood On Fire, Issue #67 (Apr 2015) – Lamar Francois 

Over the years we’ve seen some bleddy stunning sights 
from around the city – people, places, art, owls – and 
they’ve been documented good and proper by your lot. 
We’ve had a flick through some back issues to bring you a 
selection of vintage snaps and here are the results...
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Sticky, Issue #3 (Feb 2005) – David Bowen

It’s All Hood, Issue #34 (Apr 2010) – Dom Henry 

Whycliffe, Issue #2 (Jan 2005) – David Bowen 

Dilk, Issue #46 (Mar 2012) – Debbie Davies Alan Sillitoe, Issue #24 (Aug 2008) – Dom Henry 

Sir Paul Smith, Issue #15 (Feb 2007) – Dom Henry 

Su Pollard, Issue #54 (Aug 2013) – Simon Parfrement 



Paa Joe & The Lion, Issue #79 (Jun 2016) – Ben Wigley

Special Moo, Issue #50 (Dec 2016) – Alfie Wright 

Footy With Ziggy Marley, Issue #17 (Jun 2007) – Rob Marsden 

Bella Ramsey, Issue #81 (Aug 2016) – David Baird Night at the Theatre, Issue #74 (Dec 2015) – Ciaran Brown 

NG83, Issue #57 (Feb 2014) – Nick Clague

The Actual Left Lion, Issue #58 (Apr 2014) – Lamar Francois 
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LeftEyeOn
What’s been going on round Notts of late, through the lenses of our photographers...

Caption notes - left to right from the top

Deep Sound Channel playing in Dogma at the Hockley Hustle... 
Sun 5 Oct...  raised 15k this year... 
(Al Greer)

The Transatlantic Collective at the Bonington Theatre Arnold 
with guest trumpet Jay Phelps from Empirical... Part of 
nationally acclaimed Nottingham Jazz Steps programme...
(Dom Henry)

Nottingham’s undead at the Game City world record attempt...
Friday 31st October... 1227 dressed up for Thriller...
(Stephen Wright) 

Spaceships are cool at Brownes... LeftLion do Friday 17 Oct
(Carla Mundy)

The LeftLion Radio team are on the case...
(Al Greer)

From top left to bottom right...

Deep Sound Channel playing Dogma for the Hockley Hustle, a 
charity festival across Nottingham venues that raised fifteen 
thousand pounds for charity on Sunday 5 October. (Al Greer)

The Transatlantic Collective at the Bonington Theatre Arnold 
with guest trumpet Jay Phelps from Empirical. Part of the nation-
ally acclaimed Nottingham Jazz Steps programme. (Dom Henry)

Nottingham’s undead at Game City, where a new world record 
for the amount of zombies gathered in the same place was set on 
Friday 31st October. 1227 turned up and then they all danced to 
Michael Jackson’s Thriller. (Stephen Wright)

A member of Spaceships Are Cool performing at October’s 
LeftLion night at Brownes. Also playing on the night were XS:IF 
The Hiphop Disciple and the Stiff Kittens. (Carla Mundy)

The LeftLion Podcasting team gathered together at StoneSoup 
studios. Listen to their new range of broadcasts at 
www.leftlion.co.uk/audio 

Kickflip, Issue #75 (Feb 2016) – Tom Quigley 

LeftLion Podcasters Ahoy, Issue #26 (Dec 2008) – Unknown 

400-odd musicians in Rock City, Issue #44 (Dec 2011) – David Baird

Nottingham Stereograph, Issue #37 (Oct 2010) – Rob Antill 

Lord Biro, James Walker and Recession-Busting Skull,  
(Oct 2010) – Aly Stoneman 

The Man Who Knows the Ropes, Issue #57 (Feb 2014) – Toby Neal

Sneinton Dragon, Issue #81 (Aug 2016) – David Baird 



For thirty-odd issues up until 2012, we gave over our page space to a ranty and hilarious man who had 
moved to Notts from Alberta, Canada. Then he buggered off to Manchester. Being our centenary issue, 
we thought we’d invite A Canadian in New Basford, aka Rob Cutforth, back for one more go. And bleddy 
Nora has he stored up a lot of angst… 

As I was lying down on a hospital bed wearing a pair of blue paper shorts 
with a hole cut in the back, a camera rammed so far up my anus it touched 
my cerebellum, and the hefty weight of the doctor’s paunch on my back, I 
thought, “Yes. Yes, of course this is happening. Of course there is literally 
something being smashed into my ass; what better metaphor could there be 
for Britain in 2018?”

When I was young, I’d spend terrifically boring hours in social studies class 
carving anarchy symbols into my desk with a compass. I was always big on 
the idea of anarchy, you know, the kind espoused by punk rock guys in the 
eighties like Henry Rollins or Jello Biafra. Take down the government, man! 
Burn stuff! But now that actual anarchists are in power, well, it kinda sucks.
 
If there’s one thing I’ve learned from this whole Brexit shmoz, it’s that 
when the toffs and the plebs agree on something, that something is 
terrible. I cannot believe my way of life is being threatened by Lord Foo Foo 
Funglebump and Our Kid Dave from Ramsbottom. I liked it better when those 
two hated each other.
 
It’s easy to look at the Americans and say “Of course those celebrity-
obsessed, hayseed dummies elected Donald Trump, what did you think 
would happen?” But then I open the paper to see Jacob Rees-Mogg being 
touted as the next leader of this country and I don’t know what to think any 
more. Imagine that for a second. Jacob Rees-Mogg in Number 10. Oof, did 
you feel that? A cold, slippery sensation like a two-foot slug slithered up 
your spine and barfed in your ear?
 
Remember when we thought we had it bad with the pig-fancier? Now 
we’ve got Theresa May, who is literally Senator Palpatine, and the next 
election will probably be contested by two more appalling Etonians: one, 
a moron with the face of a bleached bonobo ape and the false, bobbling 
charm of a date rapist; the other, a man who campaigns with his nanny, 
is anti-gay rights, and thinks terminally ill patients should tough it out. 
Who’s next? The re-animated corpse of Enoch Powell? Did you know that 
Rees-Mogg’s wife is called “Helena de Chair”? What even is that?
 
As if we’ve not got enough toff B.S. being ejaculated onto us by the likes 
of Boris and Mogg, we’ve also got the toffs in the castle blasting one at 
us as well. Jesus, what is it this time? The Queen’s Plutonium Jubilee? 
No, it’s another royal wedding, this time with added ginger Nazi. I heard 
a guy on the radio say letting the pubs remain open until 1.30am will 
somehow help us connect with the royal family. Oh yes mate, that extra 
beer I’m allowed to have in public will definitely make me forget these 
people are elbow-deep in the public purse and that Prince Andrew used 
to hang out with paedophiles. For the record, I would love to connect 
with members of the royal family; preferably my boot to their awful, 
horse-toothed heads.
 
Only in Britain in 2018 can the bride-to-be’s ethnicity be an issue when 
there are so many other things to despise about the royal family. Her being 
mixed-race or American has absolutely no bearing on whether or not she can 
fulfil the role of spending all our money on helicopter rides and lipo, doing 
absolutely F.A. on the day-to-day. Hell, being an actor from California makes 
her the perfect candidate.
 
And what is happening in this town? Is Nottingham even the gun crime 
capital of the UK anymore? What happened to the emos? Why is The Angel 
some hipster microbrewery? I am at least encouraged to see that the #MeToo 
and #TimesUp hashtags have had an impact on this city. Oh, no, that’s right, 
Hooters is still alive and well. If someone had told me when I first started 
writing this column that it would still be a thing in 2018, I would have… well, 
I would have totally believed you, because of course it is. #CynicalBastard
 
When I was asked to write this column for LeftLion’s hundredth issue, I 
thought I’d do a Google search for my old Goth Plumber Tony Napleton to 
see what he’s up to these days, and it appears that he has set up a Twitter 
page with zero tweets, which is about the most “Tony” thing imaginable. 
It could only be more Tony if he was following just one person and that 
one person was a company that installs boilers. Which, of course, is 
precisely what he is doing.
 
Despite the fact Nottingham voted for Brexit, Hooters is still going, and 
The Angel is done up like a dog’s dinner, I do miss your city. Especially 
in those moments when I find myself in the Stretford End standing 
beside a man with the actual Munich air disaster clock tattooed on 
his calf, or when I’ve been roped into the 6000th conversation about 

which awful Gallagher brother is best. I’ve been in Manchester almost ten 
years and I still haven’t found a pub as good as The Peacock, and there is 
nothing up here that is as good as the Nottingham Beer Festival. It makes for 
a better Christmas than actual Christmas.

It was fun resurrecting this old feature. I’ve been told that the magazine 
gets requests for its return from time to time and it warms my cold, black, 
Canadian heart to think that you lovely people even remember the silly thing. 
So thanks, I guess. I look forward to receiving that cheque. Incidentally, if 
you’ve been reading this column the whole time wondering “But what were 
the results of your colonoscopy, Rob?” You can relax; it’s not bowel cancer, 
but Irritable Bowel Syndrome. Just an annoying, uncomfortable constipation 
that comes on whenever I do anything fun. It’s like the Tories in disease form.
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 One thing I’ve learned from 
this whole Brexit shmoz, it’s 
that when the toffs and the 
plebs agree on something, 
that something is terrible. 

words: Rob Cutforth 
illustration: Rob White



After They Left The Lion...
words: Jared Wilson

We’ve had thousands of brilliant and interesting 
people contributing to the mag for fifteen years. Plenty 
have gone on to do some proper interesting stuff after 
working with us. Here are a handful of the boggers… 

Adrian Bhagat 
Theatre Editor: 2005 - 2015 
Adrian spent a decade pulling 
the strings for our theatre 
coverage, commissioning and 
writing hundreds of pieces. He 
stepped down in 2015 to set 
up a vegan shop on Mansfield 
Road in Sherwood; launched as 
Bluebird Wholefoods and now 
known as The V-Spot. 

v-spot.co.uk

Al Needham 
Editor: 2008 - 2012 
Our former editor wrote the May 
Contain Notts column, ran the 
LeftLion Pub Quiz and had bare 
love for Su Pollard. He’s worked 
at Notts TV, written for When 
Saturday Comes, Cosmopolitan, 
Scarlet and Penthouse, and kicked 
off a Top-of-the-Pops-centric 
podcast that you need to get your 
tabholes round.
chartmusiccouk.wordpress.com 

Ali Emm 
Editor: 2013 - 2017 
Ali became editor of our screen 
section in 2009 and then took over 
the reins of control after Al. She 
taught our existing team all they 
bleddy know and last year, she 
got snapped up by Reuters, the 
international news agency who 
supply stories to publications 
across the globe. 
                              uk.reuters.com

Andrew Trendall 
Music Writer: 2009 - 2013 
Andrew came through the NTU 
Platform ranks before he came 
to us. He reviewed about a 
zillion albums and interviewed 
Graham Coxon and 65 Days  
of Static in our pages. Then he 
got poached by the NME, where  
he resides today as senior  
news editor. 

nme.com 

David Kingsbury 
Art Director: 2004 - 2011 
The mastermind behind the 
visual look of LeftLion for 
the first half of our existence. 
He’s now an uber-boss at 
Nottingham Trent Student Union 
and also met his wife Charlotte, 
our former community editor, 
while working with us. 

trentstudents.org
 

Daniel Hoffmann-Gill 
Columnist: 2003 - 2006 
Dan (aka Guy Gooberman) 
wrote for us early on and holds 
the record for most posts on the 
old LeftLion forum. He went 
on to act in Dr Who, Sherlock 
and Alice Through The Looking 
Glass. He’s written a play and is 
now working on a project with 
Robert Downey Jr. Big cheese.

twitter.com/danielh_g

James Walker
Literature Editor: 2005 - 2017
Thirteen years. That’s how long 
James spent scouring the local 
literary scene for us. He created 
features like Strelleyation, Katie 
Half-Price and WriteLion, and 
won a Guardian Award for his 
literary graphic novel Dawn of 
the Unread. Now he’s working 
hard on a radio documentary for 
BBC4 and a graphic novel called 
Whatever People Say I Am. 

jameskwalker.co.uk

Jennie Syson 
Art Editor: 2004 - 2007 
Jennie was our first ever art 
editor and took over the reins 
to guest edit our art special 
for issue #10. She went on to 
edit Nottingham Visual Arts 
magazine from 2009 - 2013 
and then opened her own 
gallery, Syson Gallery, opposite 
Nottingham Contemporary. If 
you haven’t visited yet, gerronit.

sysongallery.com

Louise Doherty 
Writer: 2007 - 2008 
Louise wrote music reviews 
for us in the late noughties 
after graduating from NTU, 
including a piece in 2007 about 
the MySpace craze. She went 
on to become the CEO and 
founder of PlanSnap, an app 
that helps you organise meeting 
up with your friends. She also 
created the world’s first beer 
recommendation bot on Twitter.

plansnap.com 

Miles Hunt 
Columnist: 2003 - 2006 
Miles was famous before writing 
for us, as lead singer in The 
Wonder Stuff and a presenter 
on MTV’s 120 Minutes. He’s 
headlined major UK music 
festivals and sold millions of 
records. However, we gave him 
an early outlet for his printed 
musings and he later went on to 
author The Wonder Stuff Diaries.

thewonderstuff.co.uk

Nathan Miller 
Deputy Editor: 2004 - 2010 
A wise old head who basically 
ran the adult playground that 
was the LeftLion forum, as well 
as being a calming influence 
in our editorial team for many 
years. One of the founders of 
the pop-up performance-y art 
movement known as Hatch, he 
can also be seen pulling strings at 
Nottingham Lakeside Arts. 
hatchnottingham.wordpress.com

Rebecca Hendin 
Illustrator: 2012 - 2014
Rebecca drew some awesome 
illustrations for us a few years 
back. She went on to be an in-
house illustrator for Buzzfeed and 
has recently been commissioned 
to draw Beck for his interview 
in New Statesman magazine. 
Oh and she had a right go at 
Donald Trump when she was 
interviewed on Sky News, too.

rebeccahendin.com

Rob Cutforth 
Columnist: 2007 - 2012 
Rob wrote the much-loved 
A Canadian In New Basford 
column for us for six years. Then 
he buggered off to Manchester 
to write and release his book, 
Machines, and kick off The End 
of All Things, a literary podcast 
we highly recommend you get 
your lugholes round.

robertcutforth.com 

Timmy Bates
Co-Founder: 2003 - 2006
Timmy has been best mates with 
Jared and Alan forever. The three 
of ‘em set this whole thing up. He 
eventually buggered off, setting 
up a live d’n’b mashup crew 
called Vinyl Abort. Nowadays he 
blows things up in a fireworks 
crew who will represent the UK in 
Cannes next year. So, if you ever 
need a quality display... 

komodofireworks.com

Yemi Akinpelumi
Promoter and DJ: 2003 - 2005
Yemi “The Cat” was intrinsic to 
the early life of LeftLion, helping 
us put on gigs and generally 
organise stuff. He then travelled 
the world for several years, before 
settling in Sydney, Australia to 
raise a family. He released an 
album under his alter-ego XS:IF 
and also founded music agency 
With Me Music.

withmemusic.com



words: Alan Gilby

The LeftLion online forum ran from 2004-2013 and acted as a precursor to Overheard In 
Notts with brilliant people saying silly things. Here are some that still make us laugh... 
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Why would you devote twelve years of spare time to producing a magazine and website without any 
financial reward? Good question. But that’s exactly what Jared and I did. We started off with a simple 
urge to big up Nottingham and prove the mainstream press wrong about the city. The term “snowball” 
comes to mind. 

So much has changed about how we operate. We used to spend entire 
weekends preparing to go to print, working literally through the night and 
watching the sun come up as we tried to finish an edition and send it off 
to Morton’s, who’ve printed every single issue of the magazine. Back then, 
we’d lug 8,000 copies up a flight of stairs to the small flat in Carrington 
where Jared and I lived at the time. These days, it’s mainly done during 
office hours and put together with far less input from myself and Jared.  
Our new home in Sneinton Market is on the ground floor, too.

LeftLion was my opportunity to learn how to build a decent website. 
I wanted to be a web developer and used leftlion.co.uk as my first big 
project, building a content management system from scratch before any 
good ones were available. Back then, our online offering was pretty cutting 
edge: we had articles, videos, commenting and events listings covered from 
day one, and that was two years before YouTube launched.

The site itself went through a number of redesigns and feature 
enhancements. We launched a discussion forum and saw traffic rise as 
the internet’s popularity grew. We did well in search results thanks to the 
amount of content we were publishing, and our audience just kept building. 
Going into print helped us generate some revenue, and pay for the hosting 
bills; back then, online advertising wasn’t a thing, and print was king. It’s 
come full circle now, with print publications steadily declining as the digital 
revolution continues unabated. 

When I think about what helped to make us a success, there are a few 
things that stick in my mind. The council clamped down on fly postering 
pretty much at the point we launched, which made our online events 

system the de facto way to find out what was going on in the city. Mine and 
Jared's endless stubbornness ensured that, even when it got really hard, we 
still found a way to hit every deadline. 

We roped in Dave Blenkey to design the early issues and learnt so much 
from him, like what InDesign was, and how to use it. Al Needham’s 
arrival as editor taught me, personally, a whole lot about how professional 
publishing outfits operate, and that being opinionated is a good thing. Even 
if it does cause endless arguments.

We really should have stopped this years ago. It’s never made much 
financial sense, and whatever we have made, we’ve ploughed straight 
back in. Jared and I finally joined the paid team a few years ago, eventually 
deciding that working day jobs really wasn’t helping us make the whole 
thing work as a business, or doing much for our personal lives. So we battle 
on, and keep our heads above water. Just. 

We (briefly) talked about making this issue our last and going out with a 
bang; 15 years and 100 issues would be kind of poetic... but sod that. This 
city has more to shout about, and we, LeftLion, are to be the ones doing 
the shouting. I’ll sign this off with a thanks to every single person who 
has contributed over the years. Your generosity of time and passion never 
ceases to amaze me.

 
”I met my wife on a blind date at the left lion in 
Nottingham nearly three and a half years ago. I have 
since moved to the sunnier climes of Songkhla in Southern 
Thailand. Songkhla, spookily is also derived from the Yawi 
word for lion.” Idma

”Graffiti for graffiti’s sake, that’s when it’s at its best.” 
Barry_Clava

“Don’t bitch about the students. They may be losers now, 
but one day they will all turn out to be like you and me.” 
Hipster K

“I’m afraid of being eaten alive by a giant octopus.” 
Pisces J

“I can’t shake the feeling that in a couple of years’ time, 
kids in Inglewood will be playing Grand Theft: Bestwood 
on their Playstation 4.” Lord of the Nish

“I wouldn’t get yourselves worried about CCTV in this 
city. At the end of the day it’s controlled by government 
and councils: you can have all the surveillance technology 
you want, but there’ll always be a pleb on the other end 
watching the screen, picking his arse and reading The 
Daily Star.” MrGeesBigCircus

“I love a good electrical storm. Unless I’m at an outdoor 
event or running one. Or stood on a flat open moor, 
wearing nothing but a C3PO outfit with a giant 50m rod 
coming out my head, having a wazz onto a railway line.” 
myhouse-yourhouse

“You can keep Rushcliffe, I’ll stick with the criminals.” 
oxygenthievez

“Today in the toilet on my train to work, there were five 
whole stuffed olives floating, all in a row. The joys of 
public transport; I won’t be eating olives for a while. A 
few months ago I came across a pair of false teeth on the 
floor in the toilet at Nottingham train station.” 
madam ant’s pants 

“I’m well scared of heights. Seriously, I can’t even sit 
upstairs at the Malt Cross.” Mouse

“Nottingham Eye would be a great medical condition: 
‘What’s wrong with you?’ ‘I’ve got a nasty case of 
Nottingham Eye.’” Bass Rooster

“If it did all go tits up I’d just get in a fridge like Indiana 
Jones with a joint, my missus and my cat and wait for it 
all to calm down.” Shifter

“HAHAHAHAHHAHAHAHHAHAHAHAHAHAHAH. 
HAHAHAHAHAHA. Twats.” Rob Cutforth on the Jo  
and Twiggy split

“If you’re not seeing and hearing things that aren’t really 
there, you aren’t really a ‘coffee drinker’, more of an 
ingenue dabbling in the murky brown waters.” NJM

“Upstairs in Wetherspoons is the perfect place to keep an 
eye on the kids while they’re paddling in the water.” Ed

 LeftLion was my opportunity to learn 
how to build a decent website.  
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Malt Cross (2004 - 2007)
 
Our first ever “LeftLion Presents” gig was on the beautiful stage 
at the Malt Cross in the summer of 2004, with Sam Lindo and 
Rapunzel Map; both experienced buskers. The gig was inspired 
by our hero Frank Robinson, aka Xylophone Man. We then put on 
a new gig every time we launched a new issue and did a series 
of unplugged gigs, too. Props to our resident DJs, XS:IF (Yemi) 
and Reason (Dave) who started these nights with us.  

Drop In The Ocean (2005 - 2006)
 
Drop In The Ocean (DITO) was the city’s first multi-venue 
festival and pre-dates both Hockley Hustle and Dot To Dot. 
Run by Ash Dilks (LeftLion Marketing Manager), Al Needham 
(former LeftLion Editor), Steve Pinnock (Mood Indigo) and 
Ste Allan (Dealmaker Records/Gangsta Wraps), the two DITO 
festivals combined raised in excess of £50,000 for charity.

The Orange Tree (2005 - 2008)
 
We took up a monthly “LeftLion Live” residency at the Orange 
Tree in 2005, which was newly refurbed at the time. Highlights 
included NYE with Hellset Orchestra and Kids in Tracksuits, a 
stomping everyone-dancing-on-tables set from ska band Weeble, 
and the surrealism of The Henry Road. Stiff Kittens became our 
resident DJs and are still about to this day. In 2006, we brought in 
a fledgling promoter called Will Robinson to help run the nights, 
and he went on to smash it out the park with his own events 
company, I’m Not From London. 

LeftLion Pub Quiz (2006 - 2013) 
 
Probably the greatest pub quiz Nottingham has and will ever 
see, which went out weekly at the Golden Fleece. Hosted 
by our former editor Al Needham, with rounds that included 
theme tunes played backwards, and “Nish’s Nana’s Bontempi 
Organ.” There’ll be kids in primary school whose parents met 
at these nights.
 

Hockley Hustle (2006 - present)
 
We’ve rolled deep with the Hockley Hustle since day one. We 
hooked up with founder, Adam Pickering early on, and we’ve had 
a stage at Broadway Cinema most years. When Adam buggered 
off to London, we got together with co-founder Tommy Farmyard 
and INFL to bring it back after a three-year hiatus. Tommy and 
Ben, who now run the Hustle, share an office with us to this day. 

Rescue Rooms (2006 - 2007)
 
We put on two big “LeftLion Extravaganza” gigs at the Rescue 
Rooms in 2006 and 2007. These were probably the first “big” 
showcases for Nottingham musicians, as very few Notts bands 
could fill that venue back then. Hellset Orchestra, The Atoms, 
Lo-Ego, Grain, Old Basford, WSUOR and the rest: you did  
Notts proud. 
 

Brownes (2008 - 2010)
 
After we left the Orange Tree, we moved our “LeftLion Live” 
nights over to Brownes, now BaaBar, because our friends who 
ran Spectrum and Detonate had just taken it over. It was a weird 
bar for us to be honest, and sometimes attracted a clientele 
who weren’t really there for the music. But we had some fun 
nights with Vinyl Abort, Yunioshi, First Blood, Cappo and more, 
including the 2009 NYE party. 

Splendour (2008 - 2012)
 
Before Jake Bugg headlined Splendour in 2013, Notts acts were 
mainly consigned to the courtyard, which for the first half-
decade was run by us. Jake played for us too; he was first on 
the bill in 2011 and I made the mistake of asking him if he was 
Jack Peachey (aka Gallery 47) who was playing straight after. 
Oops. Other splendid highlights include Natalie Duncan, Liam 
Bailey, Nina Smith, Petebox and Rob Green. 

Circus Extravaganza (2009)
 
In September 2009, inspired by the success of Hockley Hustle, 
we put on a one-day event across eight venues at Canning 
Circus. It was brilliant fun and provided early gigs for the likes of 
Nina Smith and Motormouf, as well as headline slots for Ronika, 
Hhymn, Elementz and Karizma. But it was also bloody hard 
work. Since venues like Junktion7 and Shop closed soon after, 
we never repeated it. 
 

Scribal Gathering (2010 - 2011)
 
This was a series of literary events at Nottingham Contemporary, 
put together in our name by our then Literature Editor, James 
Walker. Highlights included Poetry Bingo and our Editor, Al 
Needham, reading out his sex diaries. However, it got really 
interesting when Ste Allan from Gangsta Wraps collaborated 
with us on a night called Gunpowder, Treason and Pot in 
November of 2011, and Task Force’s Chester P came up for his 
first ever spoken word set.

The Maze (2011 - 2013)
 
We’ve always loved The Maze, and although we’ve never had 
a residency there, we’ve done some great one-offs, usually in 
collaboration with I’m Not From London. Our favourite of these 
was our NYE 2011 party with Baby Godzilla, Hot Japanese 
Girl, Captain Dangerous, Manière Des Bohémians, Long 
Dead Signal, Gaz Breadchaser and Mokshah. Just look at 
that line-up.

Blow-Out (2013 - 2014)
 
We moved into our new office in 2013, at The Corner on 
Stoney Street, with our friends I’m Not From London. We had 
this massive room downstairs and realised that if we put on 
a monthly gig we could make enough from booze and ticket 
sales to pay the rent. Thanks to Fists, OneBomb, Rob Green, 
Youthoracle, Aja, Major Oak Chorus, Hey Zeus, Mr Switch and 
more for playing. And thanks to all of you who came for helping 
us pay our rent.  

Waterfront Festival (2011 - present)
 
Another charity music festival in collaboration with I’m Not From 
London and Audacious Face. The festival started a couple of 
years before we were involved, but our co-founder Al Gilby and 
his wife Rebi got on board in 2011, and there’s been a LeftLion 
stage every year since.  

We’ve namechecked a few of the acts who have come to play with 
us in this article, and the people who helped make them happen, 
but it’s impossible to name you all. There’s hundreds of you and 
we’ve lost most of the flyers and posters. Needless to say, we love 
the bleddy lot of yer. 
 

ALL WE WANT IS
A GOOD TIME...
words: Jared Wilson

As well as running a magazine, we’ve put on 
hundreds of gigs and events across town. Some 
readers will be too young to remember ‘em, but 
many of you will have played and partied at our 
nights. This one’s for the old-school...
 





interview: Bridie Squires
photos: Tom Morley

How we diddling, Dave?
I’ll tell you what, it was a shock you ringing me, I thought “Crikey, blimey, what’s 
going on?” It’s been a while. Mind you, last time it was the other bloke who 
interviewed me; what’s his name [Al Needham] who does the quiz at the Fleece. I 
must get up there actually, because I know the gentleman who runs it. He moved 
from the Angel up there. I never lose a pub, not really.

You pulled your first ever pint in The Angel…
That was on my eighteenth birthday. My dad was behind the bar, I grew up there and 
my first drink was a tomato juice, when I was in a pushchair. That was when the big 
building opposite The Angel was the main sorting office for the post. The vans used 
to go in on a turntable and then come out.

What other changes have you seen over the years?
Flying Horse should never have gone. Now it’s the Flying Horse Walk. There’s too 
many pubs gone, there’s too many Wetherspoons, and they don’t let me in, even 
though I’ve got five stars on my basket. I can remember coming in here [The Bell] 
when the Jacksons run it; oldest family pub in Nottingham. But the first pub I actually 
walked in was the Trip to Jerusalem.

You mean walked in selling?
Yeah, selling. Back then I worked for the late Harry Tenby; it was Tenby’s Seafood and 
when Harry went to Spain, he took this basket, painted it white and when he finished 
he chucked it at me. Me and my late wife took over the business, and at one point I 
had seven staff, 250 pubs and Chris Jackson’s Americana International. You know, it’s 
been absolutely great. The only place I don’t go is Goose Fair because it’s too packed. 
But I do the Christmas one and I do the Beach and I do the Riverside. I do the Beer 
Festival as well, I’ve got a table there. When I’m 75, I’ll have done sixty years service. 
Everyone wants me to have freedom of the city; Just The Tonic started a petition for 
me, but that Jon Collins won’t let me have it.

What places do you like to visit in Nottingham when you’re not working?
The only time I take time off is if I can pull a woman. I spend half my time in a bloody 
kitchen, then I’ve got my cleaning and then I’ve got the selling to do. I can’t stop in 
at night, I hate it. Last Thursday I had to stop in because of the weather, I couldn’t 
even get to the pub because it was that bad. But I miss a lady. For the, you know, 
companionship…

Describe your ideal woman…
Right, somebody who’ll bite me on the business and likes seafood. And someone 
who don’t mind me mixing with other women; I’m not a cheat, but I do get a kiss off 
people every now and then because I’m well known. I’d like to meet someone that’s 
trustworthy, somebody who will understand what I’m doing and don’t try to change 
me. I started as a prawn star, and I’m still a bloody prawn star.

What’s your favourite thing in your basket?
I like prawns. Prawns or mussels.
 
Do you like a bit of sauce on them or no?
No. I’m waiting for a woman to come and kiss me on these muscles. *Dave flexes*

Haha! Bleddy hellfire, Dave.
It’s alright, don’t worry about me!

You’ve had a hard time of it over the past year or so though, han’t you? You got 
mugged, broke your ribs, and then you found out you had cancer…
I’m still stressed about it. I’ve got bowel cancer, which is the slowest one, I’ve been 
told. I’m going in for the radiotherapy, not the chemotherapy. I’m still looking for a 
good woman, so I’ll need all the strength I can get! The only thing I’m desperately 
worried about is carrying the basket; if they do anything to the other side of my ribs, I 
won’t be able to do it. My basket is only half full now.

You’re still getting out and about, then?
I can only have shandies now because of my cancer. My ribs hurt me a bit, but the 
nice lady who runs Tiger Boe – you know, the place that does the acupuncture – she’s 
an absolutely marvellous woman. I don’t get acupuncture because I can’t stand 
needles, but I have them magnets stuck on with plasters. She says “You’re a bit achy 
here and there, but for your age, walking around and keeping going, it’s not going to 

 I like prawns. Prawns or mussels. 

Dave “The Fish Man” Bartram is a legend around these parts. Turning 72 this November, he walks from pub to pub 
selling various seafoods and tasty snacks from his basket, raising money for the charity Rainbows. He’s faced some 
adversity over the past year; he got mugged, broke his ribs, and as a result, discovered he had cancer. Looking back 
to our 2008 interview with Dave, we sat down with him in The Bell for a catch up... 
 

 Not too keen on the whelks meself, but they’re  
very good for keeping your wife quiet for a bit. 
 

From Issue #22 (April 2008)
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hurt you.” I’m not in much pain. I’m on a few tablets, blood pressure tablets and stuff. Well, 
I mean, the reason I’m on blood pressure tablets is because the way women walk around 
me in Nottingham. Woah, Jesus.

Ha! What else keeps you going?
Meeting people, and being able to do my job. I must thank everyone who’s supported 
Rainbows, as well as all the landlords for letting me carry on as long as they have done. 
The Salutation’s a good pub, that’s where I had my birthday last year and will do again this 
year. But a few weeks ago, someone nicked my silver tankard from out there. That did hurt 
me. If anybody’s found it or got any idea where it is, can they please return it? Because 
that’s served me so bloody much. 
 

I mean, I can replace it but it won’t be the same and, with the writing on it, it’s going to 
cost me about thirty quid for a decent one. People bought me that for a special year, and it 
was a birthday present; they asked me what I’d like a few weeks before, so I said “A proper 
tankard with a stamp on.” It stopped in the pub, I didn’t carry it around with me, and I 
really am upset about that. I hope some honest person might return it.

Hopefully someone will pipe up. You’ve had enough on your plate without all this…
I’ve really got to say thanks to the Nottingham people and the police, because everybody’s 
behind me. And if anybody starts being really nasty, I whack ‘em with my basket and put 
them down. I mean, nobody knows about this lump on my head… About ten years ago, I 
was going up towards the cinema, and three ladies come down. The middle one had got 
no shoes on but she was carrying her stiletto heels. With one hand, she nicked some stuff 
outta me basket and hit me straight on the head.

With the shoe?
Yeah, that’s what’s caused it. But luckily there was police about. They mounted the 
pavement, the policewoman ran up to me and asked if I was alright, and the police bloke 
shoved them all in the car. She asked who nicked them and I said “The one with no shoes 
on, the one in the middle!” They were on a hen do, and you know where they finished up? 
With the police. The policewoman says to me “I think you should go to hospital” and I says 
“I’ll just have a double whiskey.” 
 
You’ve raised for £840.61 for Rainbows so far… Fantastic that, isn’t it? 
This is one of the reasons I do it. Nottingham people are very good, very generous. Dukki 
Shop and I are doing tea towels, Tom Morley’s doing the photos, and James Mellor is 
sponsoring me for it. That’s all for Rainbows, too. We were going to do calendars but it 
fell through. 
 
You see, it’s not easy to run this business, especially when I lost my wife and with the 
struggles I’ve been through but I’ve kept it going. If there’s one thing I’ve learned, it’s work 
hard, love hard, play hard, and be honest. But anyway, from what I’ve been told, I’m the 
oldest bugger doing this now. I’m the last one standing! 

 

 The policewoman says to me ‘I think you 
should go to hospital’ and I says ‘I’ll just have a 
double whiskey. 
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In the early days of LeftLion, we interviewed a man who brought smiles to the people of Lister 
Gate with a simple tune. We’d like to dedicate the next three busker-based pages to the late 

Frank Robinson, aka Xylophone Man, for his years of service to Nottingham tabs...

interviews: Bridie Squires



 I met Xylophone Man a couple of times, he  
was just another busker. He was a loose cannon,  
would turn up anywhere. From Issue #59 (June 2014)

A MOGS GAME
Long-time Notts busker and badman saxophonist, Mogs Morgan is a staple to the city’s landscape. You might find 
him knocking about near Xylophone Man’s old spot, among other places, having a toot. We gave him a bell... 
 
Ayup Mogs, what you up to?
Just lighting a cigarette in the Union Mills in the Isle of Man, looking after my mother. 
That's where I'm from you see. The Isle of Man is a very small place, great for being 
a kid, but anybody with half a brain got off. There were very few opportunities, so 
I went to study fine art in Liverpool at the same place as John Lennon. Some at the 
college did really well in music; Bill Drummond out of KLF, Clive Langer who produced 
Elvis Costello and Madness... 

What did you specialise in?
I started doing performance and film. Videos were just starting to be used, and we 
had these proper big tape machines that you carried over your shoulder with a camera 
that you couldn't point directly into the sun. They were just black and white. 

How did you end up in Notts?
I moved to Leeds, where I was in a band called Goth Jackson and the Huns; it was 
formed in Hunslet, and Goth Jackson was a hi-fi specialist in Headingley. So we nicked 
his name. The band split up and I went to Singapore for a year.

What were you doing in Singapore?
Absolutely jack shit, just enjoyed a year out chilling. They don't like buskers in 
Singapore. Eventually, because I was running out of funds but didn't wanna go back to 
Leeds, I put a pin in a map and ended up in Nottingham where I had a distant cousin. 
I stayed with her for a while, and then ended up staying in Nottingham.

When did you first pick up the saxophone?
I was ten. My parents ran a big boarding house on the promenade, and an American 
air force band turned up. When they were practicing, one of them let me have a go 
on his saxophone and he immediately said “You're a natural.” I didn't pick it up again 
probably for another ten years or so, and then I joined that band in Leeds.

Do you play any other instruments?
A little bit of keys; I've had a few pointers from watching Justin Dodsworth in The 
Invisible Orchestra, which I left in the summer. I've realised I really enjoy busking. I 
feel far more at home on the streets, and I just don't like getting up on stage and doing 
a gig. I suppose I'll have to get over that one eventually. I've got my rehearsal studio, 
Rubber Biscuit, and I get a tiny bit of session work, but I'm really low profile, except for 
the street work.

You were in the press last year with a problem with your teeth...
That's all sorted. This is a salutary tale for all those that smoke: me gums went, then 
my teeth started falling out, so I was panicking a bit. A few people from The Invisible 
Orchestra whacked it out on Facebook, but I don't like loads of media attention. I didn’t 
go down the fundraising route in the end, I went through the NHS.

I couldn’t play for six months, and then I got fitted with false teeth. Then at Christmas 
time another little crisis hit; I had two mini strokes. I've had to pay to keep the studio 
together and all the rest of it too. I don't wanna be practising in me flat, otherwise I'll 
have the environmental health department on me arse.

What do you get up to day to day?
I mooch around in the mornings, go to the studio in the afternoons, practise me 
saxophone, go home via town, and have something to eat. I've got my routine sorted, 
and I do some busking when the weather's right but I've hauled right back on that, 
and I don't go travelling as much as I used to. I haven't even been to Derby for years.

What are the best places you've visited?
The best one is where I am now, in the Isle of Man. They don't get many buskers, and 
the ones here are just not good. They try. Some are okay, but they have a different 
system here in that you book in for a slot, and get a bit of payback, so they're quite 
lucrative here.

In Nottingham they keep coming up with these silly ideas of licensing buskers; they've 
tried it a couple of times and it just doesn't really work. They can't afford to keep the 
system up and running. I'm not totally against it, but I am against the fact that you 
used to have to audition to get a license, which I thought was an infringement on 
artistic freedom and cultural expression. Quite a serious one. If you wanna go down 
town in a hat with a pair of spoons and crack on, then fine, it don't bother me. 

Are you still knocking around near Xylophone Man's spot?
Yeah, it's a nice spot. There are a lot of little considerations if you wanna get your 
busking right. You get the sun, which is important, especially in the winter. But in  
the summer, you're in the shade of the trees. In winter, the best pitch is the corner 
outside Marks and Spencer’s, on Albert Street, but I get hassle there from an 
accountant's office.  
 
Most are alright. I know my way around Nottingham, and if you just have a word with 
the shops, they're fine. Especially in the winter, I stand in the doorways to get warm 
before I start playing; you have to get to the pitch early and hang around for a few 
hours before you get the footfall, so you have to keep warm and I'm not getting  
any younger.

You must have a strong glove game...
Proper leather, with a fleece lining.

Giz a funny busking memory from over the years...
There was a geezer that went into Marks and Spencer’s, nicked a bottle of champagne 
and gave it to me on his way out while he was being chased by security. He says 
“Here, you can have this,” and legged it round the corner. Then he was dragged  
back because they found some other stuff on him. He gave me a wink and said  
“Enjoy the champers.”

What are your plans for the future?
I'm just gonna sort my mother out, that's the immediate one for me. I have been 
threatening to get a band and an album together, so you better get scared, but for now 
it's on hold until the immediate stuff here is sorted. I'll be back for Easter, then I'll be 
flying backwards and forwards between Nottingham and the Isle of Man, so I can't 
concentrate on a big job, but I'm recording and writing stuff.

Thanks for chatting to us for the hundredth issue, Mogs...
I do pick up a LeftLion when I'm in my local, the Lincolnshire Poacher. I see two of your 
journos in there sometimes, Ben and Ali. You get loads of musicians too; sometimes 
The Invisible Orchestra pile in after rehearsal and you can't move. Nottingham is a 
very vibrant city on the musical side of things... you have to enjoy life while you can, 
don't you?
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You might have clocked Lloyd Dread on the streets of Nottingham singing his heart out with his mates. We sat down with him 
in the good owd GB Cafe in Sneinton to find out more about the ReggaeNotts movement, spirituality in music, and some of the 
recent changes to the rules around getting musical outside... 

How long have you been busking?
I started by myself about five years ago, doing the odd night outside Rock City when I first 
moved to Nottingham from Long Eaton. Then me, my brothers and another guy we knew from 
Highness Soundsystem, Trevor, kind of formed a reggae group and a drum circle. That split 
up, people had jobs and stuff, so it was just me and whoever came out. We decided to get 
some amps and start singing on the street.

What is it you prefer about busking to being in a band or on stage?
I’m choosing what I wanna sing. I’m more in control. It’s more satisfying. If people appreciate 
it, it’s because they appreciate what I like and what I’m about. And it seems to be working. I 
normally jam with Trevor, and my brother will come for an hour and then go home.

What are the authorities saying about it these days?
They’ve changed the law here: no amplified music after 9pm, and they’ve only started 
enforcing this in the last couple of weeks, so they’re messing it up for me when it comes to 
nighttime busking, and we’ll probably have to start doing it in the daytime again. I used to do 
that outside Vic Centre with a different guy called Mikey. I prefer playing in the day anyway, 
you get all sorts; like the older crowd, and the music we play really appeals to the older West 
Indian community. We play a lot of John Holt and Elton Ellis, people like that.

How did you get into reggae?
When I was thirteen, I picked up an acoustic guitar that was gathering dust as a decoration. 
I put some strings on it and started learning. It was quite mellow music when I first started, 
but then I got into rock and started playing in some bands in school, but the bands got a bit 
too heavy for me, and so I ended up quitting because I was more about the melody. I went 
solo and started singing my own indie-type stuff. 
 
Then when I was seventeen I got dreads. I’d always wanted them but my parents made me 
wait until I’d finished school. When I got my dreads, my music started to change. I started 
listening to Bob Marley and stuff like that, and went back to writing music. When my music 
changed from indie to reggae, the lyrics became spiritual, talking about God and stuff, and I 
felt like I was changing. At first I was like “I can’t do that. I’m a white guy with dreadlocks.” 
I’m serious about my music, so I didn’t want people ripping into me, but I had to go with it 
because that’s what made my heart beat. That was when I was seventeen or eighteen, and 
I’ve been playing reggae ever since. I’m 31 now. 
 
What message are you spreading with your music? 
My lyrics are normally positive, to uplift the people and make them want to live and spread 
love. I’m just trying to help the world, and keep the message positive. Love is all we need, 
that’s my take on it. This whole music thing, the reggae and that, it’s a spiritual thing for me. 

Tell me a bit about you. What do you get up to day to day?
Some tricky shit. Busking really. If I’m not busking, I try and get out, hang out with people. At 
the minute I’ve got a lot of time which I feel like I could be doing something more with. I need 
to be in a band and touring, but I don’t wanna rush anything.

You get some wicked street parties going. Some of the videos have been doing the rounds 
on social media...
I made a Facebook page last year. NottsMan on Facebook almost made me go viral; he 
videoed me and it got like over 55,000 views, so he told me to make my own page. Because I 
didn’t have a band name, I just called it ReggaeNotts and put some videos on there, and he’d 
share them too. This past year has been quite good on social media, I got a lot of views on 
videos that I wasn’t expecting.

Can you remember Xylophone Man?
Yeah, I would have been quite young, but I do recall walking through Nottingham and seeing 
him there with his xylophone. He always used to be in the same spot outside Broadmarsh.

It seems like all buskers do it for different reasons...
It’s not something I set out to do in the first place. I’m a musician, I write my own music and 
songs and I’m not doing anything about it at the minute, so I just started busking. It keeps 
the musical juices flowing as well. It’s very easy to have dry periods, and this was keeping 
me practising and training my voice, and getting me noticed at the same time.

It puts a smile on people’s faces.
Lots of people come up to me and they’re so emotional. Some say they’ve been having such  
a sad week, and they’ll message me online saying they’re suicidal, and that they walked  
past us playing and it brightened their day up. It’s really nice. There are so many times on  
a Saturday night where the vibes and the people go mad. It’s almost emotional when you 
finish playing; we look at each other and it feels good. A lot of gigs you don’t get the same 
sort of response. 

You had much trouble with the town drunks?
Yeah, things get nicked. The odd tambourine here and there. You’ve gotta be careful with the 
small drums too, you have to keep an eye out!

It’s great that you get others involved.
We’ll throw ‘em a tambourine.

You have a laugh then...
It’s good on a Friday and Saturday night. Some people go out clubbing, but I don’t feel the 
need. This is my party.

Are there any other artists or buskers in Notts that you admire?
Nottingham’s got some good history. There were The Naturalites, who made it onto TV back 
in the eighties. With buskers, I see Sam a lot. He’s hardcore, always out there no matter what.
 
Have you got any plans for the future?
I’ve been ready to get a band going for a while now. I’m always looking for the right 
musicians. A decent bass guitarist would be good, someone who can carry the natural 
swing, keep the rhythm going and get people dancing. All I really need is a decent one of 
them and I’m ready to go. I’d be happy gigging as a cover band at first, to see how tight we 
can get. 
 
It’d be nice to take my music to the world and go on tour. If I can touch more people with the 
music and the message, bring some good vibes, that would be great. I’m happy though, I’m 
not gonna want anything. Whatever will be will be, if it happens it happens, God willing. It’s 
out of my hands.

 
facebook.com/reggaenottsband
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Sam Lindo aka Blues Man has been strumming his strings on Nottingham streets for yonks. As one of the first acts to 
appear at a LeftLion gig, we met him for a chat about his life and music, and to tip our hat to a proper local legend...

How did you get into music?
I was born in Jamaica and came to join my parents in Watcombe Circus, Sherwood, at a 
young age. My siblings were born here and my sister was doing piano lessons at home 
on the organ, which was a novelty to me because we were from a little, remote place in 
Jamaica. Forget about musical instruments. I’d only heard music over the radio; blues, 
ragtime, jazz and all that. I sat through the lesson with my sister, but it was the guitar I 
wanted to learn. They had two guitarists and a bass player at our local church, and man, 
that was something. The gentleman who played the guitar saw me doing my air playing, 
so he asked me if I wanted to learn.

There was also a type of preacher who would visit local churches for a few weeks at a time, 
and he had a Spanish guitar with him so he showed me a few chords. I was so fascinated 
by it all that at lunchtime, I would go home and practice. When I was fifteen, my dad 
bought me my first little guitar, I think it cost £6. I always had it over my shoulder, wore it 
like my t-shirt, and I practiced until I felt I was ready to play with the band in church. 

You’ve been playing on the streets of Nottingham for years…
That’s my passion really, and I don’t take it for granted when I think about where it started. 
People tell me I sound like Jimi Hendrix and BB King, and that’s a real rich compliment. 
Where I was born, the opportunities were really slim, and I celebrate my being in England, 
all I’ve learnt and all I’m doing.

What inspires and drives you?
I don’t want to sound too cheesy, but I am a man of great faith. I deeply believe in God 
and that’s where my strength comes from, I feel that my talent is a gift. It all began in the 
church; it’s an Evangelical Church and we have a convention every summer. Our church 
band were the house musicians so we’d play for a week and that was a great time for us.

One time, a guy at work wanted me to do pub gigs but I thought I would be in trouble with 
the pastor; you’re not supposed to touch alcohol or cigarettes. The guy says to me “Sam, 
what’s the point of you living?” I had to laugh. It’s not a problem, they call it the clean life. 
The kind of churches I grew up in are quite stiff on the dos and don’ts. I actually wrote a 
song and the lyrics read: “I won’t be tied down, with a ball and chain, Jesus died on the 
cross, my life should be lived with freedom and liberty.” I don’t know if I was rebelling 
when I wrote that song... It’s on one of my albums!

Do you have plans to release any albums in the near future?
Yeah! Some people say “You not famous yet?” but sometimes fate is in a lot of what 
we do without us realising. I like Nottingham: the environment, the appreciation, the 
encouragement, and I feel at home here. That’s why I’m hoping to bring out an album 
called Kind Regards to Nottingham, so I’ve been doing my production, writing songs and 
producing those songs. It took a long time, but I’m right where I feel I could take off.

Do you have any other interests?
When I left school, I started working at Plessey, a company that built telephone equipment, 
in the cable phone department. I’d walk through the complex and see what everyone was 
doing; how they would build a telephone and the exchange equipment, it was fascinating 
to me. I went to a college exhibition to find a night course and I saw telecommunication 
engineering, so the stars were really lining up for me. Eventually I left Plessey, got married 
and started working at BT in London.  
 
 

My position was circuit provision, so I could go in all the banks – even the Bank of England 
– to provide telephone lines. It was a prestigious environment. I used to think “Is this really 
me?” From way back in a little remote place in Jamaica to working in the city of London in  
British Telecommunication… 

Quite a journey…
When I was about twelve or thirteen, I was on my way to the post office in Jamaica, which 
was about five or six miles away; you had to climb up hills and everything. After walking 
for some time, I saw a place to rest, and this whistling gentleman asked my name. I 
explained who I was, and that my parents were in England. He thought it was outrageous 
that they’d left me with my grandparents, and told me to write to them to send for me.  
And they did!

They must have been so happy to see you…
It was Wednesday 12 April 1967 when I first came to England, I’ll always remember that. 
I had brothers and sisters that I was seeing for the first time, so it was quite exciting. I 
remember my mum making me a big plate of rice and only eating half of it because I didn’t 
want them to think I was greedy. When my two brothers devoured what I’d left, I wasn’t so 
worried. The next morning, when everyone else had gone out, my mum took me downstairs 
and she cooked me some lunch, it was a spud and some baked beans. Man, the thing 
tasted nice!

What have you enjoyed seeing on Nottingham streets over the years?
All the kids growing up. What’s cheerful about that is that some of them remember me 
singing them happy birthday. Some people propose to my music, too. One guy came to me 
after six or seven years and told me that they’re still married. So people fall in love to my 
music, get married and even have children! Some say I’m the face of Nottingham and I’m 
really appreciative about that.

What plans do you have for the future?
The only thing left for me now is to put my music out. Years ago I looked for an arranger in 
the Yellow Pages and found a man called Rowland Lee. I took him eight of my songs on a 
cassette tape and he arranged them for an orchestra. The guitarists couldn’t step up to the 
level needed, so we recorded without them. Now I’m able to put the guitar part to it myself 
when I release the album.

Is there anything else you’d like to say?
I really do like Nottingham; it’s not too big and it’s not too small, it’s a place where you 
can interact with people. If you keep integrity, people respect it. I try to be positive and 
say hi to people. I can tell when a musician passes by because they’re like “Yeah, you’re 
doing alright.” They seem to have respect for other musicians; there’s no rivalry or jealousy, 
everybody appreciates what you’re doing. I am a blues man. I like it and I want to do it, 
and I have to say thanks to Nottingham as I’m hoping to bring this album out soon. Maybe I 
should say the name of the album… Kind Regards to Nottingham.

It’s our hundredth issue, this issue…
Yeah that’s good man, congratulations! I remember Jared talking to me years ago and I’m 
so happy to know it’s still going. He was really encouraging to me as well and I think it’s 
really good for Nottingham. I’m really happy to do this interview and talk about life, it takes 
you way back.

 I listen to a lot of Elvis Presley, BB King and a guy called Andrew Crouch. I don’t know 
whether you’ll have heard of him, but he’s a contemporary gospel artist from Los Angeles who 
has been a big influence on all my music.
 From leftlion.co.uk (April 2004)
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 The [Nottingham] accent sits so well on beats, we speak quickly and don’t  
draw the words out and that’s amazing for multi-syllable rhyming - Juga-Naut

words: Ashwin Balu
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VVV are Nottingham’s most exciting new hip hop export. Having said that, music aficionados could contest that 
they aren’t really new, as the underground supergroup is made up of three names who’ve been on the Notts scene 
for years. The trio have proven themselves to be a unique contribution to the UK’s rap scene, delivering skilled bars 
and cultural nostalgia without taking themselves too seriously. Cappo, a UK rap veteran whose career spans over 
two decades, is joined by Juga-Naut, the culinary and musical polymath, and Vandal Savage, the lyrically adept 
nephew of Nottingham hip hop legend, Joe Buhdha... 

Those who’ve listened to VVV’s debut album Bozo Boyz won’t be surprised to learn 
that their playfully immature brand of humour isn’t reserved strictly for skits between 
tracks. “I’m sorry I’m a few minutes late,” Juga-Naut grins as we stand outside 
Broadway waiting for Cappo. “I couldn’t find anywhere to park the Arachno-Chopper, 
so I landed it on top of the Adams Building.” 
 
As we sit down, Juga-Naut retells his first encounter with Cappo in 2009, drawing a 
smile from the rap veteran as he remembers being given a run for his money by the 
hungry nineteen-year old. “Cappo was pretty much the best rapper for a long time 
until I came to his album launch party in a Bape hoodie and rapped my head off for 
ages,” says Jugs. 
 

“Yeah, there was an open mic freestyle thing at DJ Squiggly’s old shop, Oh My 
Gosh,” interjects Cappo. “Me and Endemic were releasing something and we hosted 
a cypher there. I had about five verses left, but Juga-Naut kept going; he wasn’t 
gonna stop, and you can’t really back out of your own cypher at your own EP launch. 
I had to conjure a spiritual lyrical miracle.” 
 
Cappo’s breakthrough came a lot earlier than his VVV cohorts. As a teen, his next-
door neighbour took him to see Courtney Rose at the ACNA arts centre. “That was 
the first time I saw a mixing desk, and someone who knew how to use one,” says 
Cappo. “It’s where I met Trevor Rose [CRS founder] and gained a lot of insight 
into the industry. They were constantly training for big events like elite athletes, 
competing with the best of the best down in London, and they often came home with 
the prize. Styly Cee from Lost Island was like that too; he really schooled me on the 
loops, samples and records. Same as the P Brothers, who were super militant with 
the sampling and drum breaks.”  
 
Around the same time, Vandal Savage was a kid watching his uncle create a 
blueprint that he would later use to build his own career. As the next generation of 
local rap representation from the city of outlaws, the lives of the Bozo Boyz have been 
intertwined since they were young.  
 
“I’d always listened to Cappo,” says Vandal. “In the UK Takeover days, I used to 
see him about and eventually met him through my uncle, Joe Buhdha. I’ve known 
Juga-Naut since our Sherwood criming days, though,” he laughs. “It was crazy being 
in that environment and seeing people like Mr. 45 come through to record. I’d be 

sitting there as a kid watching all these people do their thing, not just locals either. 
American heads like L-Fudge and others came from overseas to work with him. 
I’ve grown up seeing all this, and now I’m doing it for myself. It wasn’t just music, 
though. From watching how UK Takeover housed all these different rappers and DJs, 
I’ve seen how to build a brand and a structure.” 
 
It became apparent early on in their friendship that the trio had the potential to make 
something totally original and unique together. Forced to work for hours on end by 
their DJ International Jeff, they set out to craft something that many felt was missing 
from the culture. 
 
“What drew us closer as a group was that desire to make stuff we wanted to hear, 
based on our own influences from the UK and the US,” says Juga-Naut. “Everyone 
was complaining about how crap everything new was. When it came to making the 
beats for the album, it was just a huge mix of all the stuff we were influenced by. 
The sound is quite nostalgic, because we all grew up with the same stuff in terms of 
culture, film and music.” Vandal Savage nods in agreement: “Things that gripped us 
growing up, basically, this is where it all stems from. The sound is nostalgic because 
it’s coming from that place of remembrance, but it’s also fresh and new. The stuff 
we’re into is what makes the music what it is.”  
 
The group had the opportunity to tour with Sleaford Mods in 2016, and they’ve 
been keen to make a name for themselves outside of Nottingham, over and above 
chasing local success. Having garnered some initial interest online from fans abroad, 
Juga-Naut explains what prompted the group to tour: “We got told for so long that 
you have to break your own town before anyone else pays attention, but it actually 
happened the other way around for us. People from all over the world have got in 
touch saying that they love our music, and that’s made more people in Notts pay 
attention. It’s funny because that’s the same thing that happened with Hendrix; no 
one in the US was interested, then he came to the UK and blew up, which made him 
blow up back in the States.” 
 
Jugs says that the Sleaford Mods’ audience took them out of their comfort zone a 
little bit: “It wasn’t really a hip hop crowd on that tour. They were mostly punks, 
and a lot of them looked over forty, which was great. Some of them came up to us 
afterwards and said that they’d never listened to hip hop before, but that they loved 
our music. That was amazing.” 
 
Although Bozo Boyz has only just dropped, Vandal Savage has already released a 
new solo offering. Bicmaster Vol. 1 is the first installation of a four-part series themed 
around the art of penmanship, and Juga-Naut is putting the finishing touches to a 
new project with EatGood head honcho SonnyJim. The Purple Door is due to drop this 
summer, and we’re expecting mammoth things. 

juganaut.bandcamp.com/album/bozo-boyz

 We got told for so long that you have to 
break your own town before anyone else pays 
attention, but it actually happened the other 
way around for us 

From Issue #68 (June 2015)
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interview: Jared Wilson 
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 For me, the Chameleon is the best independent venue in Notts, because there’s  
always a great sound in there, what with it being a danky little dirty toilet. 

Back in the day, we used to lament the lack of Notts music acts breaking outside of the NG postcode, then a load of 
‘em came through at once. But perhaps the most surprising was Sleaford Mods. Two blokes from Notts in their mid-
forties who’d been playing open mic nights suddenly tapped into an international zeitgeist and completely smashed it. 
Frontman Jason Williamson tells us how... 
 

We first interviewed you in 2012 when you were starting to break. Now you’re 
internationally famous. How did that happen? 
For starters, there weren’t a lot of people moaning about stuff. When we came out we 
were making a lot of statements about the state of the music industry. I regret some 
of it in a way, as some of those early interviews were probably a bit over the top, but 
that’s the nature of it. We had a lot of pent-up frustration and while other people were 
watching their Ps and Qs, we were saying it like it was. I think people liked that about 
us and it caught on.  
 
Do you get recognised in the street these days? 
Sometimes, yeah. Not so much when we don’t have an album out, but whenever we’re 
doing something or we’ve got a big show coming up. Most people are very courteous 
and genuinely interested, so if I have time I’ll always stop and talk to them. But 
sometimes you’re just busy picking your kids up or something. So if I do ever seem short 
with people in Notts, I don’t mean it, honest. 

What was it like seeing your face on Nottingham buses when you advertised  
English Tapas? 
It was brilliant! So funny. We did it on the buses going up and down Mansfield Road, on 
the route I lived on. So I’m in a shop getting a coffee and as it goes past everyone sees it 
and is looking at me thinking “Oh for God’s sake.” Our manager Steve used to be a bus 
driver, too. It’s nice to put a bit of money back into the Nottingham economy.  

I watched the Brit Awards recently. Do you ever get invited to those kind of events?
I got invited to the Q Magazine Awards once. It was alright, but I’ll think twice before 
going again. I’d probably go if we were going to win something and usually you’re told 
that beforehand. A lot of people use it for networking and to promote themselves, but 
the atmosphere just reeks of egos; people in bands have big heads, don’t they? Andrew 
and I are probably just as bad, but the merging of all that together in one room is not 
something I yearn for. 

It must be a big contrast to your life before. Is it true you used to work in a  
chicken factory?  
Yes, that’s true. It was in Grantham in the early nineties and I did two years there, 
straight from school. The place was called Padley’s and they did chicken for KFC and 
Iceland. The carcass of the chicken would come across on a conveyor belt and my job 
was ripping off the wings, thighs and breasts with these clippers and throwing them 
into different tubs. Or I’d be at the start of the belt putting the chicken on there for 
someone else to hang, draw and quarter it. It was work, and I got used to it. 

I’ve done loads of jobs like that, right up until a few years ago when I was able to go full-
time with the music. If I ever needed quick work, factories were the go-to place, but the 
people behind the agencies were taking more money than us and rolling around in big 
cars, it’s exploitation. I can imagine it’s even worse in the era of zero-hour contracts. 

From Issue #48 (August 2012)



If you could be Prime Minister for a day, what would 
you change? 
I’d want to make the safety net bigger for people, 
without any bias. I’d get people back indoors and off 
the streets as a priority. That’s one of the reasons we 
wanted to support Beat The Streets festival back in 
January. I’m glad we played that as it was a great day 
out and hopefully it’ll do a lot of good. 

What’s it like being on tour in your late forties?
It’s hard. I don’t really take my family on tour much 
now the kids are at school, as the whole experience 
would be a bit boring for them. The hotels we stay in 
are nicer these days, but the whole experience is still 
dull and involves lots of time shut away in rooms and 
on buses. You’re pent up, psyching yourself up for the 
gig, so you’re not present because your mind is on 
the performance. If you’ve got a few days at the same 
venue it can be better as you get an Airbnb, but it’s 
just work really, and there’s not many people who’d 
want to take their kids to work every day. 
 
So it’s not all sex, drugs and rock’n’roll then? 
The drugs and all that business is for young people 
really. I’ve done a few in my time and it’s been great, 
but at my age the body just can’t take it. In some ways 
I miss them, but even for young people it’s a test. If  
you carry on that path as you get older you just start  
to look stupid and it takes away from what you want  
to do. At the end of the day, when the drugs have  
gone, it’s important to make sure you’ve got something 
left underneath. 

How’s Andrew? Is he still living on his boat?
No, he’s left his boat behind and at the moment he’s 
just mooching about trying to figure out what he’s 
going to do next before we go on tour again. He’s 
quite a happy guy overall and he’s just pottering 
about making some tunes, doing his own stuff as 
Extnddntwrk, which is good. It’s important to make the 
most of the gaps we get between albums.  

You’re cited as a “voice of modern Britain” but you 
have big audiences across the globe too. What other 
countries get Sleaford Mods the most?
Germany. They’re really clued up over there and we fill 
2,000-capacity venues like we do over here. France is 
getting bigger for us too, as are Switzerland, Austria, 
Spain and Italy. In all of those places we are filling 
1,000-capacity venues upwards. It’s really important 
to us because live gigs are the only way a band like us 
can get revenue these days.  
 
We’ve learned a lot about the music industry by doing 
so much of it ourselves. You’ve got to face the truth of 
where you’re at. It’d be fun to have a crack at America, 
but at the moment we can’t afford it. For a band like us, 
you’d basically have to pay to play out there. We went 
out there and sold out some massive venues, over 1,500 
people in New York and 2,000 in LA, but after you’ve 
shelled out for hotels, work permits and the rest of the 
infrastructure, you’re not left with much for the time. 

How do you do for radio play? I listen to 6music a  
lot, but it surprises me that you’re not played on it 
more. Iggy Pop mentions you regularly, but that’s 
about it… 
I think they just have such a backlog of things they’ve 
got to play, and want to play, that you can’t expect to 
be played on there every week. I think they do a good 
job overall; there’s some good people there. You’ve 
obviously got tastemakers who create a playlist there, 
but them and Radio 1 are really the only stations that 
will play new music full stop.

Do you ever get on Radio 1?
No. We’ve had a bit here and there on the evening 
sessions, but that’s it. Geoff Travis [founder of Rough 
Trade Records] had a meeting where he asked Radio 
1 why they didn’t play us more when we signed with 
his label, and they said they were worried that people 
would turn their radios off. That gives you some idea of 
the mentality of Radio 1. It’s pretty bleak.

What’s Iggy Pop like in real life? 
I’ve never actually met him. We email each other a 
lot, but I’m a bit scared of meeting him to be honest. 
He came to a show in Finland and watched us from 
the side of the stage, but he had to leave before we 
finished so it didn’t quite happen. He’s been great for 
us though, always saying nice things and playing us on 
his show. He’s incredible really, still making new music 
himself and he’s still got the moves when he puts on a 
show. He looks great. Compare that to Ronnie Wood at 
the Brit Awards. He looked a right mess. What are you 
doing mate? You poor sod.  
 
There’s a film about you guys called Bunch of Kunst. 
How did that come about?
We met Christine Franz through ARTE [a TV Channel] 
in Germany. She came over to interview us at Andrew’s 
flat and was really into it. She told our manager Steve 
that she wanted to do a film, we said yes straight 

away, and they basically followed us around on tour for 
two years. It’s her thing to be honest, she did all the 
hard work. There was a nice emphasis on Steve in the 
film, too. He masterminded a lot of what we’ve done 
really. He got us bathed and scrubbed and made us 
presentable. It’s important that his side of the Sleaford 
Mods story got told. 

You’ve done a few interesting collaborations in the 
last few years. What was it like working with The 
Prodigy on Ibiza?
It was great. I knew they were musically and culturally 
very significant but, to be honest, I never bought any 
of their albums. I knew Fat of the Land because of 
the amount of airplay it got. When they asked me to 
think about collaborating, I did my research and got 
really into Jilted Generation and Experience. They’re 
absolutely massive and have been for nearly three 
decades. We played to a crowd of 60,000 people at the 
Isle of Wight Festival. Imagine that? They’re all used to 
it by now as they’ve been doing it for years, but it was 
an eye opener for me. 
 
Any more collaborations lined up? 
I did something with Baxter Dury, just because I liked 
his stuff and I’ve just done something with Joe Buhdha. 
I’m mainly concentrating on our own music. I’ve got to 
be a bit careful, as although it’s nice working with new 
people, I don’t want to just do anything for the sake  
of it. 

Are Nottingham shows still your favourites? It must 
be quite different these days from playing to three 
people at JamCafe... 
I love them. The last Rock City one I particularly 
enjoyed; it was there that our set and my performance 
started to change. In the past I’ve struggled with 
remembering some of our lyrics and I couldn’t 
understand why, so I developed a twitch where I used 
to hit myself on the back of the head as a mechanism 
for remembering everything. I was so pent up that I 
wanted to hit something, so I hit myself. But it was 
that last Rock City set where, on our home ground, I 
started to feel more comfortable looking straight at 
the audience and dancing. It just came out naturally. 
People have said since then that we’ve changed and 
it’s less punk, but that’s how it goes after years of 
doing this thing. You’ve got to evolve.  
 

Your next Nottingham gig is at the Royal Concert 
Hall. It’s going to be weird sitting down in that grand 
hall to watch you play… 
Yeah. It’s going to be different. We nearly did that 
venue last year, but we had second thoughts and did 
Rock City again. But it’s an interesting change. Also, 
that venue is just as much a part of this city as Rock 
City; it’s been there longer. We’re looking forward to it.  
 
What does the future hold for Sleaford Mods? I take 
it you’ve not got any plans to move to London or LA? 
Erm… no. I wouldn’t want to do that even if I could 
afford it. I’ve just moved from Sherwood to West 
Bridgford and that’s enough of a step-up for now, 
and that’s only after three years of saving up the gig 
money. I quite like the idea of owning a house after 
all this time, I’ve never done it before. I got on the last 
mortgage with my wife but this time it belongs to 
both of us and it’s not just me moving into hers. Some 
things about it still seem a bit weird, but it’s really 
nice having a garden for the kids to run about in. Am I 
still from Nottingham if I live in Bread and Lard Island? 
People say that once you’ve crossed the river it’s 
different. We’ll have to see.
 
Finally, it’s our birthday. Got any thoughts on fifteen 
years of LeftLion? 
You’re passionate about it, you’ve stuck with it and 
you’ve believed in it. That in itself towers above the 
mainstream press. It’s solid. It’s made a real difference 
in the city; it’s helped change Nottingham. You’re as 
much a part of this city as the streets, the trees and the 
air. It’s part of the pubs and part of the people. We’re 
honoured to have been included in your magazine. 
Happy birthday.  
 
English Tapas is out now on Rough Trade Records.

sleaford-mods.myshopify.com 

 I developed a twitch 
where I used to hit myself 
on the back of the head as a 
mechanism for remembering 
everything. I was so pent up 
that I wanted to hit something, 
so I hit myself.
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Rock City. Rescue Rooms. The Bodega. Stealth. Four of the city’s best-loved venues, all part of the DHP Family. It’s been a big 
year for this bunch, what with Rescue Rooms turning fifteen and the launch of the mammoth Beat The Streets festival. We had 
a word with George Akins, DHP’s main man, to find out more... 

We first interviewed you back in December 2005. How has life changed since then?
That’s a long time ago. We’d only really started flirting with being promoters outside our own 
venues at the time; we were really just a club business with venues. We’ve grown a national 
promotions arm since, and now my day is mainly made up of booking bands and managing 
the live team. I don’t really get into the nitty gritty of what club nights are on at Rock City, 
Rescue Rooms or Thekla anymore. Also, personally speaking, I’ve got a family with two kids 
in school. That’s probably a bigger change than anything else.

One of the big artists you manage tours for these days is Ed Sheeran…
Yeah, we co-promote that with a company called Kilimanjaro. We started out doing all the 
northern shows for Ed and they did all his southern shows, but eventually we decided to 
team up and do them all together.
 
Is that the biggest music show in the UK right now?
It’s actually the biggest show in the world in terms of bums on seats. His current stadium 
run goes all around the world and ends back in the UK this summer. It’s fifteen stadiums – 
including Wembley, Manchester, Newcastle, Cardiff – and it’s a big deal. Ed isn’t the only 
artist we’ve got either. We run the tours for Garbage, James Blunt, Flaming Lips, Rufus 
Wainwright, Nick Cave, The Dropkick Murphys, Fun Lovin’ Criminals, War on Drugs and 
Grizzly Bear, and we do a few eighties acts like The Human League and Belinda Carlisle, too.

Is the promotions side financially bigger than the venue side, these days?
Venues are still the major breadwinner for our company, but the live element is catching up 
fast. In a year where Ed Sheeran is touring, I can imagine we’ll probably do similar numbers 
with our live business as we do with our venues.

Despite running all that, you still found time to put on Beat The Streets; a music festival 
that raised over £100k for Framework. How did that come about?
I kept seeing people sleeping in doorways and it’s definitely got worse in the last eighteen 
months. I was talking to a taxi driver about it, and as he was dropping me off he said “So 
what are you going to do about it?” I’d not really thought of it like that before. I decided 
to meet with the council, the police and with various charities and social services, and 
when I asked what kind of money could make a difference, they told me £50k could make a 
real change. We decided to aim for £100k and thankfully we managed it. We want to do it 
annually if we can. It’s not just about the festival itself either, we collect donations on our 
venue guest lists and make private donations. A lot of our staff agreed to work it for free. 

Can you give us some idea of how Framework will use that money?
Around half will go towards their winter shelter fund, which means people can get a bed 
when it’s really cold. That’s an emergency situation which wasn’t being dealt with very well 
as they didn’t have enough money for it. They’ve also been able to employ two people to do 
proper social work around mental health, so hopefully that can help the long-term situation.

The DHP Family have venues and business interests across the country nowadays. Is 
Nottingham still home?
Definitely. This is where I was born, it’s where my dad started out in business as a 
barrowboy and where his side of the family are from. The core of our business is based here, 
and it’s important to see that the scene grows and becomes more successful. I remember 
when Mark Del first pointed out that no-one was really doing anything for the Nottingham 
music scene. He was right; there wasn’t much here for teenagers who wanted to make music 
and get noticed by a record company. We stumbled across Dog is Dead and then Jake Bugg 
came through, then Sleaford Mods, Saint Raymond, Indiana, Ady Suleiman, Nina Smith, 
Natalie Duncan and many more. It’s improved hugely. That’s credit to people like Mark, I’m 
Not From London, Dean Jackson, Tommy Farmyard, and you guys.

The DHP Family keep scooping national awards too...
Yeah, well there’s the Live UK Business Awards, and the Music Week Awards, they’re the 
two main awards bodies in our industry. We’ve won stuff at Live UK three times and we’re 
nominated for Music Week every year, so we’re hoping to win that one day.

Rescue Rooms turned fifteen this year. Did that feel like a big moment?
Yeah, I remember when I got Ozzy Osbourne to play Rock City when it turned fifteen, and I 
remember thinking how amazing it was that it’d been going so long and thinking of all the 
history it was steeped in. Rescue Rooms wasn’t even alive then, and now it’s been going that 
long too. We’re really proud that the place has done so well.

It’s not the only thing that turns fifteen this year…
Yes. Happy Birthday to all of you at LeftLion too. I read it every month. It’s definitely the go-
to place if you want to find out what’s going on in the city. 

So what’s your ideal night out in Notts when you’re not on the clock working?
I like the Pelican Club, Bar Iberico, Piccolinos and Junkyard. But invariably I’m out so much at 
concerts that on a night off I actually quite like staying in. Staying in is kind of like my going 
out. You can tell I’m getting older…

dhpfamily.com

 I kept seeing people sleeping in doorways and 
it’s definitely got worse in the last eighteen months. 
I was talking to a taxi driver about it, and as he was 
dropping me off he said ‘So what are you going to do 
about it?’ 

 I was on holiday in Australia and my old man 
rang me up to tell me that some management had 
left Rock City and could I come back to look after it. 
I was 19 at the time… From Issue #8 (Dec 2005)

Stealth. FourYou know all about DHP Family’s Nottingham venues; Rock City, Rescue Rooms, The Bodega and Stealth. But if you fancy a night out 
in London or Bristol they’ve got four other venues, with a fifth due to open in Birmingham later this year…

Thekla
A boat moored in the Mud Dock area of 
Bristol, with a 400-capacity main room and 
a Banksy painting on the side.

theklabristol.co.uk

Oslo
An upmarket food and drink venue in 
Hackney with a 350-capacity live room. 
The name comes from George’s mum’s 
Norwegian ancestry.

oslohackney.com

Borderline 
A 300-capacity basement in Soho that’s 
had Debbie Harry, Amy Winehouse, Blur 
and Muse grace its stage.

borderline.london

The Garage
A 600-capacity venue in Highbury that’s 
hosted Green Day, Mumford and Sons, The 
Killers and more.

thegarage.london
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 I started playing guitar when I was twelve, but I didn’t start writing until I was fourteen.  
I didn’t think I had a talent for it or anything. But before I was into music I got into football.  
I’m a Notts County fan. 

How has your life changed since we first interviewed you back in 2012?
It’s changed a lot. That interview would have been around the time I first started 
touring properly and I’d hardly ever left Nottingham. If we went on holiday as a family, 
it’d always be to Skeggy or Mablethorpe, and meeting people from Leicester seemed 
exotic. By the time people read this, the UK leg of my tour will be over and we’ll be 
playing in the USA, Canada, Australia or Japan. That gives you some idea of how 
different life is these days. 

Tell us about the new album Hearts That Strain…
I wrote three of the songs on the piano this time around. I definitely feel like I’ve learnt 
a lot as a musician over the last few years. Three of the songs are co-written with my 
friend Matt Sweeney, and also with Dan Auerbach from The Black Keys. 

I was going to ask about Dan Auerbach. How did that connection come about?
I toured as The Black Keys support act when they were doing an arena tour of the US 
three or four years ago, so there was already a relationship established. Dan is really 
chilled out and has a really good work ethic. A lot better than mine to be honest, I can 
be a bit lazy at times. It was great to work with him, try something different and learn 
something new. That’s what I want to keep doing, really.

What’s it like being on tour all the time? Do you enjoy the lifestyle?
It’s a dream come true really; I couldn’t ask for more. I’m still young, so I’ve got the 
energy. It can be tiring sometimes, but I get to travel around the world and play my 
music to people. There’re a lot worse things I could be doing.
 
What are the best places you’ve visited on tour?
I love South America: Brazil, Mexico, and Argentina. You can see some of the videos of 
my tours out there online, including a gig we did in one of the favelas in São Paulo. I 
love Japan; it’s crazy but beautiful. I really like France, too.

Your next destination is the USA. Do they get your music out there like they do in 
the UK?
I think they get it a bit, but it’s not like it is here in terms of audiences. Back here, 
we’re playing 2,000+ capacity venues. Over there it’s more like 500+. It might have 
seemed a bit slow at times, but to be honest, I think they have a lot more music like 
mine already out there; it’s certainly where a lot of my influences are from. However, 
I’m building up a solid fan base, and every time we go back, there seems to be more 
and more people coming out. It’s a tough nut to crack as it’s a really big country and 
every state has its own radio stations; it’s hard for anyone to build a fan base without 
radio play.

You’re a big Notts County fan. How did it feel to see your name on the front of the 
shirts this season?
It was amazing. I’ve spent years playing FIFA getting them from the bottom league 
to the Champions League. This time around, they’ve got my name on the shirts when 
I play it! It’s been great to see them doing so well on the pitch this season too. I’ll 
always be a Notts County fan, and I’ll always try and help them in any way I can.

What are your best memories of watching Notts?
Well, obviously I don’t get to watch them as much as I’d like to these days as I’m 
usually on tour. But that promotion season in 2009-10 was incredible. Lee Hughes 
scored a lot of goals for us, we had Sven Goran Eriksson coming in, and we also had 
our high-profile signing, Sol Campbell, for one game. How mental was all that?
 
Have you met the players much, now you’re a sponsor?
Yeah, it’s funny. I’ve met a lot of famous people and I don’t really get starstruck except 
for when I meet Notts County players. You can’t help but freak out a bit as they’re 

playing for the club you support. They always want to talk to me about music, but 
that’s the last thing I want to talk about really. I want to talk to them about football, 
but it’s the same for them. We’re stuck in this continuous cycle of both wanting and 
not wanting to talk about each other's work.
 
The Brit Awards was on telly last month. You must have been to loads of 
ceremonies like that. What are they like?
They’re really boring. It’s just load of music industry politics that I don’t really 
understand or want to understand. People might think I’m saying that because I 
haven’t been nominated recently, but I just feel like it’s all really detached from what 
music is about. I’m sure a lot of people out there would love to go for the experience, 
and I’m glad that I’ve been there once, but the whole idea of giving awards out for 
something as personal and subjective as music seems daft to me.
 
Your Royal Concert Hall gig in Nottingham in March was live streamed to children 
in hospitals around the world by the Melodic Caring Project. Tell us about that…
I heard about the project and I thought it was an amazing thing. It’s sad that there are 
loads of kids in hospital that are ill, and can’t get out and do much. So when they got 
in touch we said yes straight away. There might be a few out there that are like “Oh 
no, not Jake Bugg, that’s not for me” but I think it’s a lovely thing to do and I’m really 
happy to be part of it. 

What’s your idea of a fun night out in Nottingham?
I don’t know really. I got signed when I was seventeen, and before that I was too 
young to get into any bars and clubs. I definitely looked young too, so I would never 
have got past the doormen. I had a few wild nights out playing with my cousin’s band, 
The Swiines, when I was fifteen, and they were good fun. Whenever I come back now, 
it’s people showing me where their favourite places are, not the other way around. 

Your third album, On My One, had a title that was pure Nottingham slang. How did 
that go down?
The album went down okay, but no one outside of the city could understand the title 
at all. Everyone kept calling it “On My Own”. It’s got to the point where I’ve stopped 
bothering to correct them.

What do you miss most about Nottingham when you’re on tour?
I really miss playing football with my mates. I try to get a game in here and there, but 
it’s difficult to do when you’re touring. Kicking a football around on your own is never 
quite the same. 
 
Anything else you’d like to say to LeftLion readers in our hundredth issue?
I remember reading LeftLion when I first started touring in Nottingham. It’s 
always been great and it’s great to see that it’s still going strong. If you’re an 
artist in Nottingham then you want to be in it because you know people read it. 
Congratulations on fifteen years, and thank you very much for all the support you’ve 
given me. 

Jake Bugg’s album Hearts That Strain is available to buy now. 
jakebugg.com

 I’ve met a lot of famous people and I don’t 
really get starstruck except for occasionally Notts 
County players. 

There aren’t many eighteen-year olds that get whisked away from Clifton, hailed as the new Bob Dylan, and sent 
around the various corners of the globe on tour. For a lad who’s just turned 24, Nottingham’s very own Jake Bugg  
has packed a fair bit in since we last spoke to him…

From Issue #47 (June 2012)



Every year we run over 50 courses throughout July 
and August. Whether you dream of spending a week 
away from work indulging your creative side or you’re 
at college and want a university experience you’ll fit 
right in.  

• Animation

• Architecture

• Creative Writing

• Fashion, Textiles and Costume

• Fine & Decorative Arts

• Game & Fantasy Arts

• Graphic Design and Illustration

• Photography

• Product & 3D Design

  WHAT ARE YOU DOING THIS SUMMER?   

www.ntu.ac.uk/creativeshortcourses 
www.ntu.ac.uk/15-17shortcourses  

Tel: 0115 848 2813 
Email: creativeshortcourses@ntu.ac.uk
 

@NTUshortcourses
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Following its success at the Milan Expo in 2015, we spoke to Wolfgang Buttress about The Hive in 2016. The local artist 
created a huge, metal beehive pavilion that highlighted the bee’s importance to our ecosystem, and it was partnered 
with a soundtrack inspired by the buzzy boggers, written by Tony Foster and Spiritualized’s Kev Bales. The album, One, 
was critically acclaimed, and the crew took the pavilion experience to the stage with a soundscape throughout 2016. We 
caught up with Wolfgang himself, and asked him a few questions about his career so far... 
 

You last spoke to LeftLion in 2016, a year after One was released. What’ve you been 
up to since then? 
I’ve been working on various art projects in Taiwan, Australia, the States, and here in 
the UK. Sound has become a central part of my practice, which has been a really exciting 
development. I’ve played music for a long time, always separate from my sculpture 
projects before, but the coming together of these two elements has been such an organic 
and natural transition.  

What drew you to bees as a subject matter?
I’ve been aware for a while that bees are facing unprecedented existential challenges; 
monoculture, lack of habitat, climate change, and the use of pesticides are all 
contributing to their demise. Bees pollinate 30% of all of the food we eat, so the 
opportunity to raise awareness and a consciousness about what we can do to help them 
has been a calling. I’m an artist, so I want to do what I can through my work. 

What stimulates your interest in structure? 
I’m interested in form and the space in between things, and what this can mean; how 
can form and the void express the human condition? I try to distil the essence of an 
idea and express it as a sculptural experience. I was artist-in-residence at the People’s 
College engineering department many years ago, which helped me understand both 
materials and structure. Every project is a new learning experience for me. It’s always a 
combination of not knowing some of the rules, so you can break them without realising, 
and then understanding other rules, so you can deliberately push their limitations.  
 
There’s a lot of physics involved in your work. What made you choose the artistic 
career path as opposed to the scientific?
When I was a child, I thought that art and science were polar opposites. I dropped 
physics, biology and chemistry O levels when I was thirteen; the subjects felt 
impenetrable, and moving to four different comprehensive schools probably didn’t help. 
As I’ve got older, I’ve come to realise that artists and scientists actually share many 
similar concerns. We’re all trying to make sense of what it is to be human in a world that 
is both ever-changing and constant.  
 
You’ve covered four continents: Europe, Australia, Asia, and North America. Where’s 
next on the map, and what’s been your favourite country to visit?
I visited Alaska recently, which blew me away; I’m looking at working on a project 
involving the melting glaciers there, which could be both incredible and heartbreaking. 
I’ve always been fascinated by Japan, and over the last fifteen years I’ve been fortunate 
enough to both visit and create work there. It completely surpassed my expectations, 
and helped redefine me both as a person and as an artist. 
 
Having travelled to all these glorious places, what made you stay in Notts?
I came here to study fine art at Trent Polytechnic thirty years ago. To be honest, I 
always thought I was just passing through, but after a while this city gets under your 
skin. There are more beautiful places in the world, but they’re not Nottingham. I’m 
happy here; I’ve helped raise a family, I have a lot of good friends, and I’m fortunate 
enough to be able to travel to new places and still want to return. I now live in the 
city centre, which feels good; despite the brutal government cuts to services, there’s 
still such an energising, creative wave here. 
 
What’ve been some of the most memorable moments of your career?
As with most things in life, there have been small and large delights, as well as 
disappointment and frustration. I’m very fortunate to be able to make a living from 
being an artist, and assembling an amazing team of architects, musicians, engineers, 
and scientists to create the UK pavilion, The Hive, for World Expo Milan – and 
subsequently Kew Gardens – was an incredible experience. Some of the people I 
worked with on that project will be friends for life.  

What have been the biggest challenges?
Sometimes the hardest thing as an artist is to keep going and hold your nerve. There 
are always challenges: confidence, money, relationships, timing. Tenacity is possibly as 
important as talent. 

What’s your favourite Notts art exhibition you’ve seen lately? What about  
further afield? 
I really enjoyed the recent Lara Favaretto and John Newling shows at Nottingham 
Contemporary, Anselm Kiefer at White Cube, Agnes Denes at Tate Modern, and Cy 
Twombly at Centre Pompidou.  

How do you unwind around Nottingham?
I’ve supported Nottingham Forest for thirty years, which is both a blessing and a curse, 
though it rarely helps me to unwind! A typical weekend for me will possibly involve a 
trip to Broadway, Rough Trade or Nottingham Contemporary.  
 
Tell us something LeftLion readers might not know about you...
I used to sing in a punk band.  
 
Anything else you want to say?
I would like to wish a very 
happy fifteenth birthday to 
LeftLion, and look forward to 
the 200th issue.  
 
               wolfgangbuttress.com
 

 

 As an artist and a musician, sometimes there’s this thing with ego. But 
because this is about the bee, you could step outside of it, and because of that, 
everything we thought that the project deserved or needed, it tends to have 
happened. I’ve never known a project like it. 

 I’ve come to realise that artists and scientists 
actually share many similar concerns. We’re all 
trying to make sense of what it is to be human, in 
this world that is both ever-changing and constant 
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interview: Alex Kuster

Congrats on ten years of Montana. What you been up to lately?
More of the same, really. My life doesn’t change so much. Just painting, lately a lot more work 
on canvases, too. I’m off to Hong Kong on Monday for an exhibition, but other than that I’m 
just running the shop and travelling. 

What’s Montana doing to celebrate ten years in November?
We’re working on quite a few things with the shop; a few secret things. We’ve got some big 
plans that should happen before the end of the year; it’s time for a bit of a change for the 
better, so watch this space.
 
How have you seen the graff scene change over the years?
There’s more general awareness of it now; people are definitely accepting it as an art form. 
More and more people are getting involved with it and putting their own spin on it. Generally, 
the kind of people who come in the shop are not necessarily graffiti or street artists; there 
are a lot of regular artists using spray paint more than they ever were. It’s become more 
accessible, more mainstream, dare I say. I’ve got to accept a lot of changes both within the 
shop and the wider art field. 

What is it that you love about this particular art form?
It’s hard to put it into words, I’ve been doing it for so long. I don’t really know to be honest; 
I just love it to death. What I really love is that there’s no finishing point, so you’re always 
chasing goals that you set within yourself, whether that’s style or painting different places or 
working on canvas. There’s no end result, so that keeps you going, and keeps it passionate 
and interesting. 

Who are some of your favourite street art comrades?
I mean, I’ve been painting forever, and it hasn’t really changed. All the old-school guys are 
still painting, and some of the younger generation are coming up, too. I wouldn’t want to 
pinpoint one person; I appreciate everyone who’s painting and putting effort into the city 
because I’m proud of Nottingham and I always push it. As a scene, it’s moving forward  
quite nicely. 

Is there anywhere in town you’d just love to get your hands on?
I’ve said it a million times, but the black walls of the Victoria Centre opposite Wilko’s. Those 
walls are crying out for it and have been since the eighties. It’s just tired! It’s always had 
graffiti on it, but they keep cleaning it. That’d be a nice spot in the centre of town. 

What’s the most difficult location you’ve worked on?
Nottingham’s been pretty hard over the years. More from a legal stance, it’s not always been 
the easiest to get a space to paint, but to be fair it has got a lot better. Painting abroad can 
also be a challenge sometimes; you used to be able to take paint on the plane, but now it’s 

not so easy. There are graffiti stores all over the world now, so it’s not that difficult to buy 
spray as long as you know where you’re going. I like going to other cities and supporting 
their local graffiti scenes, cause I know how hard it is. It’s a very niche market. 

Hockley is ever-changing. How do you find being a business owner right in the heart  
of Notts?
The passing trade is not as it once was; it goes up and down. But I like this area, it’s a bit 
more colourful and free than other parts of the city centre; we eat at the restaurants around 
here, buy coffee in the area, chill. We don’t really wander much further into town where it’s 
mainstream and corporate. I hope it picks up more and people continue to come down here, 
not just in the evenings when it’s really busy. 

Do you see a point that street art becomes vandalism?
Everyone’s got their opinion on it these days. Street art and graffiti are two different things, 
for starters. It’s always difficult because if you’re going to write on someone’s property and 
they don’t want it, then it’s going to be deemed as vandalism. And it’s their property, so they 
have the right to say what it looks like. I can understand that someone wouldn’t be too happy 
with you just tagging their wall, but I think most people are liking more colourful pieces now. 

It’s a difficult one; it varies from city to city, too. If you go to Berlin, it’s a bit more fitting on 
the streets there. Same with Barcelona. It all depends on your surroundings and vibes. If the 
end result is a beautiful painting that was done illegally or damaged a wall, it’s still beautiful, 
right? Whether it’s right or wrong is a different matter completely. 

What inspired you to put a Montana shop in Nottingham?
One of the key reasons was to help put the city a bit more on the map; not that the artists 
need it, cause the talent here is really, really high. But as a city it’s not been a good platform 
for everybody, so I thought a few more eyes on it wasn’t a bad thing. 

I travel a lot, so that makes living in Nottingham pretty good. I’d like to move away 
eventually, but Nottingham is a really good hub. I was born and bred here, so that’s why I’ve 
stayed; it’s still home. I like Holland a lot, and my mum was Dutch so I have a lot of ties there, 
and I really know the graffiti scene too. I’d like to go there, or to Hong Kong; my girlfriend’s 
from Hong Kong, and the graffiti scene there is really growing. For now, I’ll stay here, though. 
 
Do you pre-plan your pieces or just get out there and let rip?
I’m always thinking about stuff. I often tell people to draw; that’s one piece of advice I always 
tend to give people. But I don’t always do that as much as I should myself. I always have a 
bit of a safety blanket, a bit of an idea, but then when I get to the wall, the scale gives me the 
freedom to add things and take them away, not strictly follow a sketch or an idea. We used to 
do a sketch in a sketchpad, take it to the wall and try and perfect that. For me, that’s an old 
way of painting now. 
 
Anything you’d like to say to the readers of LeftLion?
Keep enjoying it. Keep picking it up. Keep doing more street art. Congratulations to LeftLion 
on the hundredth issue, and I wish you all the very best. Thanks for supporting the city. 
 
Montana Shop, 6 Goose Gate, NG1 1FF. 0115 941 3544

montanashop.co.uk

 I started with a shop called Coverage in West End Arcade ten years ago, but I’d taken it as far 
as I could and wanted more space and some natural light. I had my eye on Hockley for ages and I’d 
always had a great relationship with Montana. 
 

 If the end result is a beautiful painting that 
was done illegally or damaged a wall, it’s still 
beautiful, right? 

From Issue #46 (March 2012)

It might be our hundredth issue, but there are plenty of other boggers in the city coming of age this year. Montana Shop is 
celebrating ten years in Nottingham, so we caught up with longtime LeftLion friend Dilk, the graffiti artist who brought the 
worldwide spray paint shop to the city, and featured on our cover back in 2012... 
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“With a knocked chicken and a bow-legged hen” was the first line of a song that used to 
be sung on the terraces at the City Ground back in the early seventies. The singers were 
mainly skinhead “boot boys” in the Trent End, and me, a twelve-year old with a centre 
parting, flares and plimsolls. I was once told, after being stopped by a gang of Leicester 
fans, that from the way I dressed I wasn't worth beating up. 
 
I didn't share much with the skinheads apart from a love of football, a working-class 
sense of humour and the appreciation of a simple rhyme. This was the start of my 
interest in poetry. The sight of a hundred or so frightening-looking youths all singing 
“with a knocked chicken and a bow-legged hen” still makes me laugh. I try to picture 
the bloke who wrote the line explaining it to his mates in the pub, trying to persuade 
them that they’d still look hard while singing it.

Sitting on the smoke-filled top deck of a number sixty bus from Bilborough to the city 
centre each work morning when I was eighteen, I wore a parka over my suit and carried 
a haversack. I was embarrassed to be overdressed. Arriving at the insurance brokers on 
South Parade, I hid the parka and haversack behind other coats and spent the day in my 
cheap, purple, flared suit, feeling underdressed. I wasn't at home in either world. 
There were only a few places in Nottingham I felt drawn to. The first was Selectadisc. 
If you wanted to buy a Led Zeppelin album back then, you could go to Boots in Victoria 
Centre, past the women's make-up counters, to a well-lit, clean, plastic music section 
where progressive rock – as it was called then – sat alongside easy listening and 
traditional jazz. If you swapped the labels round, you could get Deep Purple in rock for 
72p as opposed to £3.50, but some poor bogger was then going to have to pay £3.50 for 
Acker Bilk. 
 

Or you could go to Selectadisc with its black walls, its distinct smell, its noticeboard 
with posters for gigs and handwritten scraps of paper declaring “band members 
wanted”. This was not just a shop, but another world. They even had an old sofa  
in there. 

The second place I loved was the Midland Group in Hockley, where the National 
Videogame Arcade is now. The Midland Group was an art gallery and arthouse cinema 
that put on live events. It was a bit like a small Lakeside and Broadway combined. 
For me, it was an oasis. The art wasn't like the art in the Castle; I remember seeing a 
performance artist dressed as a boxer, beating up a bag of onions for twenty minutes. 
As he punched away, he cried. It was comical, perhaps unintentionally so, but it was 
certainly memorable. 
 
My third bolthole was Mushroom Books in Hockley. Ross, who ran the shop, now runs 
Five Leaves in pretty much the same fashion. Here were books you wouldn't find in 
WHSmith, or Sisson and Parkers. There was a sense of community about what Ross 
and his colleagues were, and still are, building. Ross was the first person to stock my 
poetry collections – he jokes about still having some of the original batch left – and he 
was the first person I talked to about publishing when I returned to writing poetry. For 
Five Leaves to publish Staring Directly at the Eclipse was a privilege and something of a 
homecoming for me.

Finally, the Central Library was invaluable back then. There, I was lucky enough to 
happen upon a writers’ workshop run by Wendy Whitfield. To meet like-minded local 
writers was such a turning point in my life, and what I wrote for those meetings wasn't 
that different from the content for The Royle Family and Paul Calf that I was to write 
later, although for the workshop it was for an audience of no more than twenty.

Around the mid seventies, there was a Nottingham Festival each year, and one 
lunchtime I left the insurance brokers’ office and went up to the Playhouse to watch 
Roger McGough. He was the first poet I'd ever seen live. He read Summer with Monika, 
which I still remember now, some forty years later. It's such an honour to have him back 
in Nottingham this April headlining the Nottingham Poetry Festival. I don't think I'd have 
had a lifetime's career in creativity without seeing Roger that day, or without those great 
places around Nottingham. I owe them all a huge amount. 

A couple of years ago, together with Craig Chettle from Notts TV and Antenna, I set 
about creating a long-running poetry festival for Nottingham. It was due to football 
that I met Craig and his wife, Penny. We jointly produced the film I Believe in Miracles, 
brilliantly directed by Johnny Owen. Ironic to think that my love of Forest has brought 
me full circle.  
Now in its third year, Tommy Farmyard does a great job of coordinating the festival, 
and there is a wonderful sense of community with all the Nottingham poetry groups. 
Supported by NTU and Castle Rock, there are over fifty events, including performances 
from Jackie Kay and Hollie McNish. This year I'm doing ten free shows at County 
Libraries, following on from my City Libraries tour last festival. 

My early life in Nottingham taught me that it's important to have opportunities for 
people to express themselves and to see new possibilities. For me, poetry is not in any 
way elitist, but has always been about the communication of a different perspective. I 
love the quote by Albert Einstein: “Logic will get you from A to B. Imagination will take 
you everywhere.” 

 There is a wonderful sense of community 
with all the Nottingham poetry groups 

 I can’t pass myself off as being posh because I’ve still  
got my accent and I use words that I have to explain. 

words: Henry Normal 
illustration: Alex Vine

Poet, producer, and co-writer of the nation’s favourite, The Royle Family, Nottingham-born Henry Normal is a mate of 
the mag and helped Nottingham to become a UNESCO City of Literature. Here, the Baby Cow Productions co-founder 
reminisces about the city that shaped him, and lets us know what to expect at this month’s Nottingham Poetry Festival, 
birthed by the man himsen... 
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Paris Lees has come a long way. She’s been dubbed “the voice of a generation” by ID Magazine, and this year 
became the first openly trans woman to feature in Vogue, for their Meet the New Suffragettes piece celebrating 100 
years of women’s right to vote. She’s a journalist, presenter, and transgender rights activist, now adding to the mix 
with a new book due to be released this year. Not bad for a girl from Hucknall... 

First of all, congratulations on your recent shoot with Vogue. How did it feel to 
shoot with them and what did it mean to you?
It was so amazing. It’s the real deal with Vogue. I’ve been involved with quite a few 
photoshoots over the years, either for myself or organising them while working for 
magazines, so I kind of know the drill. It’s a great way to kick off the year, to feel 
included, as it’s not just about me, but about where trans people are in 2018. I think 
to be included, as a trans woman, sends out a really strong message.

What do you see happening this year with trans rights?
ITV have a drama coming up where Anna Friel plays the mother of a trans child. 
People don’t realise that this could be a real game changer. We’ve had so much 
nonsense in the press about parents being labelled child abusers for supporting 
their trans kids, so I think the show will be the first time we’ve seen these people’s 
stories. There are parents who are supporting their kids, but we’re not hearing from 
them; they just want to keep their heads under the radar and get on with their lives. 
I really hope the conversation will move on to how we can give those kids the love, 
support and acceptance that I didn’t have when I was growing up.

What was life like for you, growing up in Nottingham?
It wasn’t all bad, as I had a lot of love when I was a kid. I have happy childhood 
memories, but a lot of it was also very traumatic, and writing my book has been 
really difficult as it’s involved revisiting a lot of that trauma. I wanted to be a girl, 
and I was bullied quite mercilessly and violently for years – both at school and 
by my own dad – for being queer or girly. It was tough, but I always say “I can’t 
do anything about that; I can’t go back and change the past.” That’s why I’m so 
passionate about making sure kids today are educated, and have everything they 
need going forward. I walk around now and I feel okay, I feel comfortable in my own 
skin, and I realise that I never felt safe walking around when I was a kid, ever.  

What do you think the biggest preconception about trans people is?
It’s this idea that we’re not really who we say we are. I knew from a really young 
age. We don’t know why, just as we don’t know why some people are left handed, 
or gay. I see myself as a woman who was born with a physical mismatch, and I 
think that when people get to know a trans person, they just get it. The other one 
is that we’re some kind of threat. How much are we hearing about trans people 
in the media at the moment? We are less than 1% of the population. There isn’t 
any evidence that trans people are causing problems for wider society, but there’s 
evidence to suggest wider society does really horrific damage to trans people. So I’d 
like people to stop framing us as the problem. The transgender issue, if there is one, 
is the huge violence, discrimination and prejudice that we face. 

What can we expect from your book?
It should be coming out this year. It’s long overdue. Originally it was a memoir, 
but now it’s got bits of my activist voice, and all my thoughts on the world, really. 
I want to get it out there, and I don’t want to just talk about being trans for the 
rest of my career. I guess I’ve had an interesting life; I don’t think there are many 
people who’ve been on the trajectory I’ve been on. I want people to know what 
it was like growing up in the nineties as a working-class, queer, trans kid from 
Nottingham. It’s a story that needs to be told. I’ll be able to say a lot of things 
in the book that I’ve not yet been able to, and hopefully people will get to know 
me a bit better. 

What’ve been some of the biggest challenges while writing the book?
Revisiting my childhood trauma has been difficult. It’s been a process where 
I got to know myself a little bit better; joining up the dots, while getting 
upset and writing about injustice. I care about this stuff, I’ve got skin in the 

game. It’s the longest thing I’ve written and my ideas keep changing. The world 
is so different now; a lot of the things I’ve been political about are constantly 
evolving, and my relationships with people are as well, even since the book was 
commissioned. I was really angry with my dad for many years, but I’ve moved into 
a more forgiving position. He just wasn’t able to give me the support I needed as he 
had his own issues. It couldn’t be more personal. 

Now that you’re London-based, what do you miss about Nottingham?
The gorgeous countryside! I’m from Hucknall, which is just on the city boundary, 
and on the other side there are lovely green fields and woods. I loved going for 
walks with the dogs, the kids, and bike rides. I miss that most. 

Anything else you’d like to say?
I was really disappointed with the students chanting “we hate black people” at 
Nottingham Trent University recently, and disappointed to see that happened 
in my hometown. Some of the most open-minded, creative people I know are in 
Nottingham. I’ve got a lot of time for Nottingham people and I know we’re a vibrant, 
multicultural and diverse city. I hope I do people proud.

@parislees I see myself as a woman who was born 
with a physical mismatch, and I think that 
when people get to know a trans person, they 
just get it 

interview: Caroline Barry 
illustration: Alex Vine
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Nottingham born and bred, Vicky McClure is a BAFTA award-winning actress, best known for her role as Lol 
Jenkins in Shane Meadows’ This Is England. We got down to this year’s Industry Week at Confetti to hear her 
story, and to reminisce about the times we interviewed her in the past... 
 

Growing up in Wollaton, Vicky joined the Central Television Workshop – now 
The Television Workshop – aged eleven. “Being in Workshop for ten years was 
the best training I ever could have had,” she says. And when a young Shane 
Meadows turned up, our Vicky bagged herself the role of Ladine in A Room for 
Romeo Brass in 1999; her big break, so to speak. “I was so nervous,” she says, 
“but [Shane] saw something in me and gave me the job, and it was amazing.”  
 
Mr Meadows was clearly impressed by Vicky’s performance, as he went 
on to cast her as Lol, one of the central characters of his cult-classic film, 
This Is England, and to say she’s come a long way since then would be an 
understatement. “This Is England basically put me where I am,” Vicky states. 
Back in March 2007, LeftLion caught up with Vicky on the eve of the film’s 

release, and she spoke about the panic she felt when she first realised she’d  
have to shave her hair off to play Lol: “We were in this pub when Shane said to 
me ‘This character I’m thinking of for you is a real rough, skinhead type of girl,’ 
and I just thought, ‘Yeah, whatever.’ I didn’t think anything of it, and then it 
clicked that I’d have to actually shave it. The night before, I woke up in a cold 
sweat, panicking.” 
 
Largely improvised, This Is England is loved not only for its gritty storyline and 
relatable characters, but for the realistic dialogue that drives the story. “Because 
we did so much improvisation at Workshop, it’s just something I was used to,” 
Vicky reveals. “It’s like pretending as a kid, you know; we all did it, but you just 
get to do it with a really incredible group of people around you.” 

Following the success of This Is England, Vicky went on to star in all three 
Channel 4 mini-series: This Is England '86, This Is England '88, and This Is 

England '90. Not one to shy away from hard work, she grafted to deliver a 
truthful performance as the beloved character. “I had to take myself and Lol 

into a separate place to make it feel as real as it possibly could, to do it 
justice,” she explains. And it paid off. “We made something special, and I’m 

really proud of it.” 
 
The Notts lass has been majorly successful, winning both the Royal 
Television Society Award and BAFTA Television Award for Best  
Actress for her portrayal of Lol in This is England '86. It was a proud 
moment for Nottingham, and of course, for Vicky herself. “What I 
loved about winning that BAFTA is that no one knew me at all,”  
she says. “I never expected it, I just felt really proud that I’d even 
been considered.”  
 
Despite the awards, and regular television appearances in shows 
like Line of Duty and Broadchurch, Vicky remains as humble as ever, 
surprising herself with her success: “It’s just these pinch-yourself 
moments when you’re at work, and you think ‘This is my job now.’ 
I’m so lucky that’s the case.” 
 
Passionate about her city and the people in it, the Wollaton-born lass 
is determined to make the industry more accessible to all, herself 

having to forego a place at the Italia Conti Academy when her family 
couldn’t afford the required tuition fees. “I know that we’ll be losing 

a lot of great talent because some people haven’t got the funds to be 
able to join certain drama schools or get to certain auditions,” says Vicky. 

“It’s not fair. Here in Notts, we’re surrounded by brilliant, talented people 
and a great city that supports them. I really want to encourage people from 

Nottingham to get into the acting industry.”

Regardless of the fancy red carpet events, the BAFTA awards and her regular 
spot on prime-time telly, our Vicky has stayed true to her roots. She’s a Notts girl 
through and through, and can still be spotted with her partner, Jonny Owen, at 
Notts County games. “I live in Nottingham, and I live the same way I did before 

I had a career because I thrive off reality. I thrive off nipping to the shops 
and going to a friend’s. I thrive off all those things because that’s what 

makes me me, and it keeps me grounded.” 
@vicky_mcclure

 I was so involved in my character that I was a bit emotionally destroyed at times.  
It’s not like you could turn off as soon as the cameras did. 

 I live in Nottingham, and I live the same 
way I did before I had a career because I 
thrive off reality.  

words: Rachael Halaburda
illustration: Alex Vine
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You’ll most likely recognise Joe Dempsie from his role as Gendry in HBO’s Game of Thrones, but the Television 
Workshop alumni has appeared in everything from Skins, to Doctors, to This is England ‘86 and ‘90, and then some. 
The West Bridgford lad’s come a long way since we first interviewed him for issue #49 back in 2010, so we grabbed 
a chat with him as we anticipate his potential scoop of the Iron Throne... 

Ayup, Joe. Tell us how you got involved with The Television Workshop...
My mum discovered it; they were doing auditions in the Easter holidays when my 
mates were going bowling, which at the time was a big deal. But I had the best  
time. Suddenly you’re in a room full of big characters and it forces you to step up  
your game.  

What is it about Workshop that churns out such great talent?
It demands a level of commitment that as a kid you’re not really used to; you’re 
constantly reminded what a privilege it is to be there, and you have to be 100% 
committed. But, for the most part, you’re spending a couple of hours trying to  
make your friends laugh. There’s a phrase that Ian Smith [ex-director] likes to  
use – “bullshit detector” – which is something Workshoppers who’ve gone on  
to act professionally have that marks them out; their ability to pick up on what 
sounds natural. 

Your big break came with the role of Chris in Skins when you were nineteen. That 
must’ve been a mad couple of years... 
I was on a gap year, working at Cineworld. I had an agent and was starting to 
audition in London, but I wasn’t really getting anything. Then Skins came along and I 
loved the script and the part, but more than anything I wanted to prove to my agent 
that I was worth the punt. Skins felt like our university experience: we’d moved to a 
new city, met new people, and it was the perfect place to learn. As soon as that first 
episode aired, everything was different for us. It’s taken quite a long time to register 
the impact of it; when you’re in the eye of the storm, you just get on with it.

It’s got a bit of a cult following now.
I have to admit, I’m fairly surprised; I never thought it would age well because it felt 
very specific to its time. But you can relate to the characters, and that’s been key 
to its success. It seemed to be the first show aimed at teenagers that didn’t try to 
lecture or patronise them. The scandal was a big part of it as well; it reeled people in 
before revealing these complex youngsters with their own problems. 

Game of Thrones is obviously massive. Were you a fan of the books before you 
auditioned?
I’d honestly never heard of them; I’m not a big fantasy literature head. When I got 
the audition for the pilot, I mentioned it to my friend and he said how successful the 
books were, and that, combined with HBO’s involvement, makes you think “Okay, 
they’re expecting this to be big.” It was so well scripted, and more about politics and 
the human condition than it was about dragons.

You had any excitable fans sending you locks of hair and stuff?
No, but there’s a video of a girl from Denmark talking to her webcam saying “I’ve 
seen a couple of your interviews and you seem like a nice guy; would you like to go 
on a date with me?” A week later she discovered Twitter and sent it to everyone, 
including my ex-girlfriend’s mum. Then she sent it to the Evening Post, who ran a 
story about it. Before I knew it, video two came in...

Obviously got a lot of time on her hands.
She starts the video really intensely, saying, “Come on Joe, don’t be scared.” And 
obviously, then I was scared. She sings this song about me, and a whole chorus 
of backing singers rise up into shot. She sent stuff to the GoT cast who actively 
encouraged her to send more. We were having a boozy Sunday dinner round a cast 
member’s house, and they convinced me to pause the video on a still of her face, kiss 
the screen and send it to her. Then she started talking about coming to London to 
meet me and I had to draw the line. Aside from that, I tend to get off lightly.

C4’s Ellen was a heartbreaking but important watch, and you play a proper 
wrong ’un. Do you find roles like that difficult to play?
The answer’s no, really. As an actor, it’s an important story to tell; you’re lulled into 
a false sense of security with him, and it’s all the more chilling when someone who 
seems sincere turns out to be the most awful manipulator. No matter how heinous 
the character, you have to make an effort to understand them. There’s a moment in 
the film where a light goes out in his eyes, he becomes distant and submits to this 
act and this life. It was a tough watch. My mum was not happy.

When we first interviewed you, you were in LA for the first time...
It was the first time I’d been out there for pilot season and I was hanging out with 
Toby [Kebbell] talking about the auditions we’d been to. I made the decision not to 
chase the American thing, and then GoT came along. I’m still going from job to job, 
still auditioning for every part, but I’m incredibly lucky to make a living from acting.

When you come back to Notts, what’s the motive?
I try and see Forest play, but I don’t really know where’s cool to go to now. I 
remember when Boilermaker opened as a secret bar, my mum told me about it and I 
thought, “It’s not that secret if my mum knows.” When I left Nottingham, I had itchy 
feet, and felt like I’d exhausted all my avenues. In the years since, it’s felt like there’s 
so much happening here, and LeftLion is integral to that. It’s a focal point for culture 
in the city, and it’s a magazine that people can read to find like-minded people.

@joedempsie

  It was so well scripted, and more about 
politics and the human condition than it was 
about dragons. 

 I initially auditioned for the part of Jon Snow, 
and obviously didn’t get it...Eventually I auditioned 
for Gendry and I thought the initial audition went 
quite well, but the recall was probably one of the 
worst auditions I’d ever done. 

From Issue #49 (October 2012) interview: Lucy Manning
illustration: Alex Vine
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YAMAS
Meze & TAPAS

Nestled on Thurland Street you’ll fi nd 
Yamas, a Mediterranean oasis in the centre 

of Nottingham!

If you’re looking for a unique, 
distinctive and cosy environment to 
relax in, Yamas is the perfect place!

www.yamas.co.uk 
info@yamasbar.co.uk

Tel: 0115 950 1000

5 Thurland Street, Nottingham NG1 3DR

www.facebook.com/yamastapas

tripadvisor.co.uk Review

“Amazing place
Been here a few times and would 100% 
recommend. The food is amazing and service is 
always good too. Tried a lot of the diff erent 
dishes and never had a bad one.”

Daisy P

www.twitter.com/yamastapas

* * * * *

Lunch off er
3 Tapas dishes for £7.95pp

Wed - Sat 12-4pm

www.instagram.com/yamastapas



PICK OF THE MONTH
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6pm

 

Ingo’s War  
Nonsuch Studios

The Hallé: Classic Movie Thrillers  
Royal Concert Hall

Louisey Rider Cup 
Lee Westwood Sports Centre, NTU

DJ Yoda’s History of Gaming 
Nottingham Contemporary

The Big Spring Sing 
College Street Centre for Performing Arts

Acoustickle’s Botanical 9th Birthday 
The Maze 

Nottingham Poetry Festival  
Venues Across Nottingham

Food Bank Drops 
The Maze

SAT
7 APRIL 

FRI
6 APRIL 

SUN
29 APRIL

FRI
20 APRIL 

Festival season officially starts here, and it’s kicking off with a right celebration of all 
things wordeh. The Nottingham Poetry Festival sees the likes of Roger McGough, Jackie 
Kay and mam’s favourite, Hollie McNish, warming up the owd vocal chords before taking 
to the stage as headline acts. Backed by Nottingham Trent University (NTU) and Confetti 
Media Group (CMG) with support once again from Castle Rock Brewery and Nottingham 
UNESCO City of Literature, the festival – produced by Henry Normal, Craig Chettle and 
Tommy Rosley of Farmyard Promotions – is loaded with a diverse programme of over 
fifty events spanning ten days at some of Nottingham’s most beloved venues. Head on 
down to Fox and Grapes on Tuesday 24 April, cos Poetry is Dead Good are hosting the 
one and only Mark Grist, with a special rap battle between Robin Hood and the Sheriff of 
Nottingham. At the same venue, on Thursday 26 April, our poetry editor Aly Stoneman, 
hosts LeftLion Presents: WriteLion Poets, celebrating wildlife in Nottinghamshire and 
beyond. Headline-wise, that there poetry pot-stirrer Hollie McNish will be taking to The 
Vat and Fiddle’s Old Cold Store on Wednesday 25 April, with support from incredible 
local bard, Cleo Asabre-Holt, and don’t miss Elvis McGonagall perform his “acerbic 
left-wing verse” with support from our very own Bridie Squires at Antenna on Friday 
27 April. There’s far too much to mention here, so get on over to the Nottingham Poetry 
Festival website for all the juicy deets. Prices vary per event.

When the weather’s proper dismal, snow’s falling and the temperature’s way below 
zero, the city sees a wave of generosity and care for those who’re struggling. Food banks 
see extra donations pour in, there’s an increased awareness of the city’s homeless 
population, and everyone – ironically – seems to be warmer to their neighbours. But 
when it brightens up, we can forget that there’re still folk worrying about where their 
next meal is gonna come from. That’s where The Maze, Both Eyes Open, Framework, 
Interrobang, Headsticks and Conflict come in. The Mansfield Road venue is hosting 
two evenings of right raucous music, and they’re asking attendees to bring along non-
perishable items for their food drop, too. On Friday 6 April, Interrobang’s album launch 
will see them, plus support from Headsticks, Verbal Warning and Phil Cudworth, take 
to the stage to bring you an evening of proper punk music and political lyrics. Get stuck 
in, and then have a lie-in on Saturday, cos come 7.30pm that evening you’ll need to 
make your way back to The Maze to catch Conflict and Riot Squad smash up the place. 
Cited as the “world’s foremost activist anarchist punk band”, Conflict are making their 
long-awaited return to Hoodtown to perform songs from their acclaimed album, The 
Ungovernable Force; the offering that went straight to number one in the independent 
charts, forcing Morrissey to suck it up at number two. Clear the weekend schedule and 
don’t forget to tek some tins along, too. £8.50/£12.50 

Round up the kids and tek ‘em down to Nonsuch Studios 
for an afternoon of right good entertainment. Ditto 
Theatre are bringing their five-star puppet show to these 
ends, telling the tale of Ingo, the very nervous dog who 
finds his feet during WW2. When Ingo and his owner are 
evacuated from London during the Blitz, Ingo – who is 
afraid of the dark, loud noises, and making new friends – 
is left on the train and sent to the country, where he must 
learn to be brave on a brand new adventure. Stick around 
for Ditto Theatre’s puppet workshop at 3pm, too. £8 - £10. 

Birthdays are always fun. Themed birthday parties are 
even funnererer. Taking note of the latter is Acoustickle, 
who’ve decided to host a botanically-themed party up at 
The Maze to celebrate turning the grand old age of nine. 
You can catch some cracking live jazz, soul, r‘n’b and 
reggae from some of the UK’s brightest emerging talent, 
all in a magical, decorated setting. The likes of Gallery 
47, Boadi & The Banku Powers, and Nadia Rae are all on 
the lineup, plus there’ll be food and desserts, and Gill’s 
Plant Emporium will be on hand to sort out yer botanical 
business. £6 - £8
 

If your idea of a cracking film is blood, guts, sweaty 
palms and an awesome soundtrack, this one should be 
right up your darkened alley. A full orchestra, conducted 
by Stephen Bell, will be hitting up the Royal Concert Hall 
mid-April to bring you an evening of music from some 
of Hollywood’s best-loved thrillers. From the two-tonal 
Jaws theme to Herman’s Psycho soundtrack, Sondheim’s 
Sweeney Todd to the masterpiece that set the tone for 
Jurassic Park, it’s set to be a proper nail-biting affair 
of top bobbin’ tunes. You’ll have to leave the light on 
tonight… £15 - £37 

Be you an accomplished stage performer or simply 
the headline act in yer own shower, Nottingham Voice 
Collective wanna harness your pipes. Singer-songwriter 
and leader of the pack Abi Moore is gonna facilitate a 
one-of-a-kind vocal workshop that’ll have you joining in 
with a full-blown acapella choir as you make your way 
across genres and through the decades of ever-changing 
melody and lyricism. You’ll have the chance to sing your 
heart out to some proper pop, swing, blues and rock 
songs, with the chance to come away with a video and 
audio recording of the session. £20 
 

This one’s for the big kids who’re legally allowed to get 
their game on with a pint in hand. DJ Yoda has packed up 
his projector ready to get some right immersive visuals 
up and running down at ‘Tempreh, as he soundtracks 
your Friday night with everyone’s favourite games from 
the early eighties to now. A ninety-minute fusion of game 
music and original soundtracks set to old TV ads and 
gaming footage will see you right till 11pm, while you 
soak up the magic that is DJ Yoda on the ones and twos. 
Sound like a bitta yow? Book your tickets pronto.  
£10 - £17.50

Back once again like the renegade master, the Louisey 
Rider Cup celebrates the life of one of roller derby’s finest, 
Louise Wright, who passed away following a cycling 
accident in 2014. Since then, the roller derby community 
have hosted a cracking, family-friendly event each year to 
raise money for road safety charity, Brake. Having raised 
a whopping £7,000 for the charity so far, they’re aiming to 
make this year’s event bigger and better than ever with a 
full day of all-gender roller derby, cakes, craft stations for 
kids and adults alike, face painting, a DJ booth, and an 
“epic raffle”. Keep your eyes peeled for information about 
the afterparty, too. £5 
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SUNDAY 1 APR 
 
♫ Antarctic Monkeys 
The Southbank Bar - 
Nottingham City  
£5 - £8, 7.30pm  
 
♫ That Manchester Night  
Rock City  
£18.50, 6.30pm  
 
🎨 Ceramics Evening Class 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
£90 - £100, 6.30pm  
 
🎭  Royal Ballet 2017-
2018 Season: Bernstein 
Centenary 
Savoy Cinema  
£11 - £13.50, 2pm  
 
♫ Relaxing Gong Bath 
Earthtones Sound Therapy  
£10, 10.30am  
 
♫ Sunset Nebula 
The Chameleon Cafe Bar  
Free, 2pm   
 
♫ Soul Buggin’ present: 
Ron Basejam 
The Maze  
£8 - £10, 9pm  
 
😂  Wahala Comedy Clash: 
Jamaica vs Africa 
The Glee Club  
£20, 6pm  
 
♫ Cabbage 
Rough Trade  
£10.99 - £19.99, 7pm  
 
🔧  Urban Writing Retreat 
Nottingham Arts Theatre  
£3 - £5, 10am 
 

MONDAY 2 APR 
 
♫ Black Foxxes 
The Bodega  
£9, 7pm  
 
🎭  War Horse 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£18 - £55, 7.30pm  
 
👪  Backgammon 
The Lion at Basford  
Free, 8.30pm  
 
👣  Argentine Tango - 
Beginners and Improvers 
Classes 
The Orange Tree  
£4 - £5  
 
♫ Ding Dong! 
Pepper Rocks  
Free, 7pm  
 
⚽ Nottingham Forest v 
Barnsley 
Nottingham Forest  
Football Club  
3pm  
 
💪  Easter 10K and 2K  
Fun Run 
Wollaton Hall, History and 
Industrial Museum  
£4 - £12, 9.30am  
 
🍷 Gin Festival 
Sherwood Reformed Church  
£6, 10.30am - 5.30pm 
 
🎨 Nottingham Bear Fair 
Patchings Art Centre  
Free, 10am 
 
 
 

TUESDAY 3 APR 
 
♫ Evanescence: Synthesis 
Live with Orchestra 
Motorpoint Arena 
Nottingham  
£39.50 - £55, 6.30pm  
 
♫ Big Thief 
Rescue Rooms  
£11, 6.30pm  
 
🎭  Yard Young People’s 
Theatre (7 - 10 years) 
The New Art Exchange  
Free, 5pm   
 
🎭  War Horse 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£18 - £55, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Notts in a Nutshell 
The Maze  
£3, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Sabrina Benaim 
The Glee Club  
£10, 7pm  
 
🎭  Cilla: The Musical 
Royal Concert Hall  
£18 - £46.50, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Young Monarch + Mia 
and the Moon 
Rough Trade  
£7, 7.30pm  
 
👪  Messy Play  
Sherwood Methodist Church  
£6, 10am  
 
🔧  Inkspiration 
Nottingham Writers Studio 
7pm 
 

WEDNESDAY 4 APR 
 
🎲  The Big Fleecey Quiz 
with Al Needham 
The Golden Fleece  
Free, 8pm  
 
🎤  Rofl Audio Recording 
Studios Open Mic Night 
JamCafé  
Free, 6.45pm  
 
♫ Twinkin Park + Oof  
JT Soar  
8pm   
 
💻 Pixelheads: Getting 
Started With Scratch 
The National Videogame 
Arcade  
£25, 10am  
 
🎨  Make a Roman Mosaic 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
Free, 11am  
 
🎭  Holes: Pay What You 
Can Performance 
Nottingham Playhouse  
7pm  
 
♫ Cut The Heroics  
Rough Trade  
£5, 7pm  
 
📖  Bradley Beaulieu 
in Conversation with 
Anthony Ryan 
Waterstones  
£3, 6.30pm  
 
🎭  ROH Live: Macbeth 
Bonington Theatre  
£10 - £15, 7.15pm  
 
 
 

THURSDAY 5 APR 
 
♫ Camilla George Quartet 
Bonington Theatre  
£5 - £12, 8pm  
 
♫ Noble Jacks 
The Bodega  
£10, 7pm  
 
😂  Tom Stade  
The Glee Club  
£16 - £17.46, 8pm  
 
😂  Pete K Mally:  
Rock Comic 
The Maze  
£5, 8pm  
 
💻 Max Cancel 
The National Videogame 
Arcade  
£2.50, 6.30pm  
 
🎤  INFL’s Open  
Mic Showcase 
The Angel Microbrewery  
Free, 8pm  
 
🎩  Archaeology Now:  
The Road To Qatna 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
Free, 1pm  
 
💻 Completathon 
National Videogame Arcade  
Free, 7pm  
 
♫ Funeral Shakes 
Rescue Rooms  
£6.60, 6.30pm  
 
🔧  Music Production 
Workshop 
Rough Trade   
Free, 6.30pm  
 

FRIDAY 6 APR 
 
♫ Epica 
Rock City  
£19.50, 6.30pm  
 
♫ Interrobang Album 
Launch 
The Maze  
£8.50, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Kate Bush Tribute  
Rescue Rooms  
£15, 6.30pm  
 
🎨 Design A Greek Mask 
University of Nottingham  
Free, 11am  
 
♫ Good Times, Fun  
Times, Karaoke 
The Golden Fleece  
Free, 7pm  
 
🎨 Little Gems  
Cabochon Rings 
Focus Gallery  
£45, 10am - 12.30pm  
 
♫ Demob Happy 
Rock City  
£11, 6.30pm  
 
🎭  Cilla: The Musical 
Royal Concert Hall  
£18 - £46.50, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Swing & Bass Speakeasy 
Rough Trade   
Free, 8pm  
 
📖  An Evening with  
John Connolly 
Waterstones  
£3, 7pm

ANNIE’S DONE US A BURGER

Our Annie, of Burger Shack fame, is sorting us out with a present 
for our birthday. Get down this month for a LeftLion treat...  
 

Having grown up dahn the road from where 
the first ever diners were opened, the Rhode 
Island native made the journey across the 
pond with a dream of bringing Nottingham a 
taste of American history. And that she did.  
 
Anmarie Spaziano arrived in Hoodtown in 
1994, bright-eyed and bushy-pig tailed with 
nowt more than a suitcase and guitar in hand. 
Having grown up in a small town on the East 
Coast, there was no doubt that moving to 
Notts was gonna change her life. 
 
While getting to grips with life in the 
Midlands, Annie soon fell deeply in love 
with the variety of real ales that we had 
to offer, and realised they’d be the perfect 
accompaniment to the scran she loved back 
home. We’d opened her eyes to new things, 
and she was desperate to return the favour by 
giving us lot of slice of her Rhode Island life. 
And that is how the shack was born.   
 
Her dream became a reality in 2009, and 
after spending a couple of years serving up 
the goods in The Angel, the shack took up 
residency in The Nav in 2011. Finally, in  
2013, Annie and the crew laid down roots in 
the Lace Market, where you can still  
 

find ‘em making patties in the traditional 
American way; fresh and seasoned to grill. 
With veggie and vegan options aplenty, plus 
an award from PETA under their belt, it’s no 
surprise they can shift an average of 1,000 of 
the boggers in a weekend.    
 
As a special birthday treat, our Annie’s 
helping us celebrate fifteen years and 100 
issues by creating the LeftLion burger; a tasty 
celebration of what makes our city great.  
 
Gerraload of this: a fresh, buttered cob will be 
topped with a burger patty, lettuce, tomato, 
sausage, two thick bacon, a fried egg, grilled 
mushrooms and a nice dollop of the good owd 
brown stuff; HP sauce. The whopper will come 
with a side pot of hot mushy peas and mint 
sauce, and a wedge of Nottingham Colsten 
Bassett stilton for good measure. It couldn’t be 
more Notts if it tried.  
 
To get your chops rahnd one of these, head to 
Annie’s Burger Shack this month. 
 
Annie’s Burger Shack, 5 Broadway, Lace 
Market, NG1 1PR. 0115 684 9920

anniesburgershack.com
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SATURDAY 7 APR

♫ Conflict
The Maze 
£10 - £12.50, 7.30pm 

🎨 Saturday Art Club
The New Art Exchange 
Free, 10.30am 

♫ Diggin’ Thru The 
Archives
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm 

💻 Pixalheads: 
Saturday Club
The National Videogame 
Arcade 
12:30pm 

🎥 A Town Called Panic
Broadway Cafe Bar 
£3.80, 1.15pm 

😂 Saturday Night Comedy
Just The Tonic 
£5 - £12.50, 6.45pm 

♫ Plates Presents: 
The Single Life 
Lord Roberts 
Free, 9pm 

🎭 People of the Eye
Nottingham Playhouse 
£12 - £14, 7.30pm 

🔧 Fan Club Vinyl DJ 
Lessons
Rough Trade Nottingham 
£7, 5pm 

♫ Songwriter Sessions
Nottingham Central Library 
Free, 2pm

SUNDAY 8 APR

😂 Wrestlemania
The Southbank Bar - 
Nottingham City 
£5 - £60, 10pm 

📣 John Hegley: All Hail 
The Snail
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£8.50, 1pm 

😂 Comedy Workshop 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£5, 2pm 

♫ Acoustickle’s Botanical 
9th Birthday 
The Maze 
£6 - £10, 6pm 

😂 LOL (Ladies of 
Laughter) with 
Noreen Khan
The Glee Club 
£15, 7.30pm 

♫ Goat Girl
Rough Trade 
£10.99 - £17.99, 1.30pm 

♫ Madonnatron + 
Melt Dunes 
Rough Trade 
Free, 7pm 

👣 Bolshoi Ballet 2017-2018 
Season: Giselle
Savoy Cinema 
£11 - £13.50, 3pm 

♫ Tiny Moving Parts
The Bodega 
£11, 7pm 

MONDAY 9 APR

♫ Little Comets
Rescue Rooms 
£15, 7.30pm 

📖 Hope Lies in the Proles, 
George Orwell and the 
Left with John Newsinger
Five Leaves Bookshop 
£3, 7pm  

👣 Argentine Tango 
The Orange Tree 
£4 - £5 

♫ Manière Des Bohémiens
Beeston Library 
£8 - £10, 7:30pm 

🎨 Life Drawing with 
Oliver Lovely
Malt Cross 
£10, 6pm 

👪 Easter Family Fest: 
Adventures in the Desert
Nottingham Playhouse 
£5, 10.30am 

🔧 Product Photography 
Tips and Tricks
THINK Creative Space: 
Cobden Chambers 
£30, 6pm  

👪 Community Learning: 
Family Fun with Micro-bits
Beeston Library 
Free, 10am 

🎭 The Ghost Light 
Theatre Tour
Nottingham Arts Theatre 
£5 - £20, 7pm

TUESDAY 10 APR

♫ The Vaccines
Rock City 
£22.50, 7pm 

🎭 Crimes Under The Sun
Djanogly Theatre 
£12 - £16, 7.30pm

♫ Ingested + Spawned 
From Hate + This.Is.Hate 
+ Azazel + Mordhau
The Maze 
£10, 6pm 

💻 Pixelheads: 3D 
Modelling in Blender
National Videogame Arcade 
£30, 10am 

♫ Manière Des Bohémiens
The Worksop Library 
£8 - £10, 7.30pm 

🎨 Exploring Printmaking
Nottingham Contemporary 
£15 - £45, 10am  

🎭 This House
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall 
£14 - £32.50, 7.30pm 

♫ Gregory Porter
Royal Concert Hall 
£35 - £50, 7.30pm 

♫ Jessica Lea Mayfield
The Bodega 
£10.45, 7pm 

🔧 Nottingham Does 
Comics
Nottingham Writers Studio 
Free, 7pm

WEDNESDAY 11 APR

♫ Girl Ray 
The Bodega 
£10, 7pm 

📣 Crosswords 
Malt Cross 
Free, 7.30pm 

🔧 Forever Project
The New Art Exchange 
Free, 6.30pm 

📖  Beeston Tales
The White Lion - Beeston 
£5 - £6, 7.30pm 

📷 Camera Obscura 
Workshops 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£8, 10am  

♫ Echo Ladies 
The Angel Microbrewery 
£3 - £5, 7.30pm  

🎥 The Imposter (2012)
Nottingham Contemporary 
£5 - £5, 6.30pm 

👪 Easter Family Fest: 
Stop-Motion Workshop
Nottingham Playhouse 
£7.50, 9.30am 

😂 Kitty Tray: Shangela
Rescue Rooms 
£25, 10pm 

🎭 Royal Shakespeare 
Company: Macbeth
Savoy Cinema 
£11 - £13.50, 7pm 

THURSDAY 12 APR

📣 Gallery Tour with 
Nicholas Alfrey: Scaling 
The Sublime
Djanogly Art Gallery 
Free, 1pm  

♫ Eric Bibb
Rescue Rooms 
£23.50, 6.30pm 

🎨 Introduction to 
Macrame: Braiding 
with Jess Kemp
Curious? Nottingham 
£38, 1pm 

🔧 Introduction to 
3D Printing
NTU
Free, 12pm - 4pm  

♫ Bertrand Chamayou 
Piano
Djanogly Recital Hall 
£10 - £18, 7.30pm  

😂 Gein’s Family Giftshop 
+ Kiri Pritchard-McLean
The Glee Club 
£10 - £12, 8pm 

♫ Baghdaddies + 
NottingJam Orchestra
The Maze 
£9, 7.30pm 

👪 Easter Family Fest: 
‘Holes’ Puppet Workshop
Nottingham Playhouse 
£7.50, 10.30am - 3.30pm 

🎭 Spring Storm
Nottingham Arts Theatre 
£8.50 - £10, 7.30pm 
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FRIDAY 13 APR 
 
♫ Iron Monkey 
Rescue Rooms  
£20, 6:30pm  
  
🔬  Micro To Magnificent  
Lakeside Arts Centre  
Free, 11am  
 
♫ Krudd Friday 
The Market Bar  
£15, 10pm   
 
♫ Cultural Vibrations: 
World of Music Vol.1 
The Maze  
£5, 7.30pm  
 
♫ National Youth Girls’ 
Choir: Girls Make  
The Music 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£10, 4pm  
 
♫ Carl North & The  
Lonely Hearts  
Rough Trade Nottingham  
Free, 7pm 
 
♫ Kay and Glenn from  
The Sugar Tree 
Baresca  
Free, 8pm  
 
🎥  Pitbull: Ostatni Pies 
Savoy Cinema  
£4.75 - £6.50, 8.30pm 
 
🎭  This House 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£14 - £32.50, 7.30pm 
 
♫ Cobby and Litten 
The Bakehouse  
£5, 7pm 

SATURDAY 14 APR 
 
🔧  Translating Activism: 
Writing Workshop 
Nottingham Contemporary  
Free, 12pm   
 
♫ Plates Presents:  
The Single Life  
Lord Roberts  
Free, 9pm  
 
🎭  Leaf 
Nottingham Playhouse  
£8, 10.30am  
 
♫ The Hallé: Classic  
Movie Thrillers 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£15 - £37, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Smokescreen 
Soundsystem 
The Maze  
£5, 10pm 
 
♫ The Taipan Commune 
Presents 
The Angel Microbrewery  
£5, 7pm 
 
♫ Cryogenics + 
Apocalypse Babys 
The Golden Fleece  
Free, 8pm 
 
♫ Shame 
Rescue Rooms  
£8.50, 6.30pm 
 
🎨 Ancient Craft: Stone 
Carving 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
£15 - £50, 10am 
 
 
 

SUNDAY 15 APR 
 
♫ Beth Hart 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£35, 7pm  
 
🎨 Ceramics Evening Class 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
£90 - £100, 6.30pm  
 
👒  Makers Market  
The Embankment  
Free, 11am  
 
🎭  Holes: Relaxed 
Performance 
Nottingham Playhouse  
£8.50 - £30.50, 3pm  
 
♫ Vinyl Night 
The Bread And Bitter  
Free, 8pm  
 
♫ Code Orange 
Rescue Rooms  
£16.50, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Josh T Pearson 
Rough Trade  
£10.99 - £19.99, 5.30pm  
 
🎥  Pitbull: Ostatni Pies 
Savoy Cinema  
£4.75 - £6.50, 8.30pm  
 
🎨 Kimberly Bell and 
Nathaniel Mann 
Primary  
£10, 10.30am  
 
♫ Jazz In The Bar 
Bonington Theatre  
£6, 7.30pm  
 
👒  Lou Lou’s Vintage Fair 
The Albert Hall  
£2.50, 10am 

MONDAY 16 APR 
 
♫ Lotto Boyzz 
Rescue Rooms  
£11.50, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Live Jazz 
The Bell Inn  
Free, 12pm  
 
👪  Backgammon 
The Lion at Basford  
Free, 8.30pm  
 
👣  Argentine Tango  
The Orange Tree  
£4 - £5  
 
😂  “Should I Stay or Should 
I Go?” Gong Show 
The Maze  
£4.40, 7.45pm  
 
🎨 Life Drawing with 
Oliver Lovely 
Malt Cross  
£10, 6pm  
 
♫ Roy Orbison In Dreams 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£40 - £50, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Haggard Cat 
Rough Trade Nottingham  
£10.99 - £16.99, 7pm  
 
🎥  The Fly 
Savoy Cinema  
£4.75 - £6.50, 8.30pm  
 
♫ Ducking Punches 
The Bodega  
£7.15, 7pm  
 
 
 
 

TUESDAY 17 APR 
 
👣  Dance! The Nelken-Line 
by Pina Bausch 
Dance4’s iC4C  
Free, 12.30pm  
 
📖 The One Who Wrote 
Destiny with Nikesh 
Shukla 
Five Leaves Bookshop  
Free, 7pm  
 
🎨 New Talent Exhibition  
Focus Gallery  
Free, 10am  
 
🎨 Exploring Printmaking 
Nottingham Contemporary  
£15 - £45, 10am   
 
🔧  The Study Sessions: A 
Darkened Room 
Nottingham Contemporary  
Free, 6.30pm  
 
♫ Cove (Red Room Show) 
Rescue Rooms  
£5.50, 6.30pm  
 
🎭  The Jungle Book 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£12 - £24, 7pm  
 
♫ European Union 
Chamber Orchestra 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£8 - £35, 7.30pm  
 
📖 Julia Heaberlin 
and Joseph Knox in 
Conversation 
Waterstones  
£3, 6.30pm  
 
 

WEDNESDAY 18 APR 
 
🎨 Introduction to 
Fascinator Making with 
Nicky Robinson 
Curious? Nottingham  
£38, 10.30am  
 
📖 “Culture is Ordinary” 
Remembering Raymond 
Williams, with Sharon 
Clancy and Derek Tatton 
Five Leaves Bookshop  
Free, 7pm  
 
🎥  The Killers (PG) 
Nottingham Contemporary  
£5 - £5, 6.30pm  
 
🎭  The Jungle Book 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£12 - £24, 1.30pm  
 
♫ Dollie Demi Single 
Launch 
Rough Trade  
Free, 7pm  
 
🎥  Introduction to 
Packaging Design 
NTU  
Free, 12pm - 4pm  
 
♫ Alfa Mist 
The Bodega  
£9.90, 7pm  
 
♫ Pop Up Choir 
THINK Creative Space: 
Cobden Chambers  
Free, 6.45pm  
 
🎭  Tony Stockwell Psychic 
Medium 
Bonington Theatre  
£19.50 - £21.50, 7.30pm  
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY NOTTSMAN
NottsMan is a Facebook page that’s been causing 
a right stir, with local videos, music and photos, 
as well as looks back into the city’s past. They’re 
celebrating one year into the page, so we hit up 
the man behind the media...

After sharing a video of a Notts grime classic – 
Militant Millie B2B Juganaut – on his personal 
Facebook account, within an hour it had garnered 
around 10,000 views and had been shared 
hundreds of times. Not one to rest on his laurels, 
NottsMan created the page we know and love 
today, and began posting throwback classics from 
the likes of NG Cartel, Shottingham Movements, P 
Brothers, Mr. 45 and Out Da Ville.  
 
“Before I knew, it the page was gathering 1,000 
likes a week, and within a month it had hit 4K,” 
NottsMan says of his success. “I spent hours sat 
at my computer, ripping old tunes from YouTube. 
Massive shoutout to Sergeant Steve, by the way; a 
very devoted Nottingham rap and grime fan who’s 
uploaded pretty much every single old Notts tune 
to YouTube.”

After bombarding our news feeds with a hectic 
pot of proper bangers, and inspiring us all to 
get right royally excited about days gone by, 
NottsMan turned his head towards more general 
nostalgia. “The music element became more of a 
weekend thing, and in the week I started sharing 
everything from old videos of The Works nightclub 
in the nineties, to old footage of the city centre 
from the eighties.”
 
Once we were hooked, and the Facebook page 
had a strong 8,000 followers, the creative force 
behind NottsMan teamed up with Elliott Caine 

to design a limited edition run of t-shirts. One, 
featuring a spin-off of Nottingham City Council, 
and the phrase “Nottingham Citeh”, another 
with Nottingham legends – including Cockleman, 
Robin Hood, Whycliffe, and the bleddy Goose Fair 
goose – adorning the front, as you can see on the 
left there. “My mate Curtz made a hip hop remix 
of Whistle Stop from Walt Disney’s Robin Hood, 
and we made an advert. I was getting orders from 
Notts expats in America, Australia and Spain,” 
says NottsMan. 
 
And it’s not just his entrepreneurial skills he’s 
managed to flex while spearheading the project. 
After hearing that Dave “The Fish Man” Bartram 
was attacked for his earnings while out on his 
rounds, and upon receiving treatment discovered 
that he had cancer, NottsMan wasn’t about to rest 
on his cockles. “I thought the strong following my 
page had could surely help him out,” he says. “Me 
and my long-time friend, Kieran Hardcastle, came 
up with the idea of hosting a fundraiser to help 
him get back on his feet.” And indeed it did, with 
the online crowdfunding campaign raising a hefty 
£800, and a day’s worth of celebrations at The 
Angel Microbrewery raising £200 in our Dave’s 
honour. 

The future of NottsMan looks set to continue on 
the charitable front, with the main man telling 
us about his hopes to work with the city’s youth, 
getting them on the straight and narrow: “There’s 
so much horrible crime going on at the moment. 
I’d love to team up with CRS and do an anti-knife-
crime event.”Big up duck, and happy bothdeh. 
 

facebook.com/ngnottsman



Highlight your event on these pages and online at leftlion.co.uk/highlight
THURSDAY 19 APR 
 
♫ Mabel 
Rescue Rooms  
£12.50, 6.30pm  
 
♫ Dominic J Marshall Trio 
Bonington Theatre  
£5 - £12, 8pm  
 
📣  Striking Women, 
from Grunwick to Gate 
Gourmet, with Sundari 
Anitha & Ruth Pearson 
Five Leaves Bookshop  
£3, 7pm  
 
♫ Modern Rituals + Cody 
Noon + Gun Shy  
JT Soar  
£5, 8pm   
 
♫ Slacs Bianci presents: 
Get Slumped!  
The Maze  
£5, 7pm  
 
😂  Craig Campbell:  
Easy Tiger 
The Glee Club  
£15, 6.45pm  
 
♫ Sheridan Smith  
Royal Concert Hall  
£37.50 - £57.50, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Happy Accidents + 
Kermes  
Rough Trade  
£4.40, 7pm  
 
🎥  Grease 40th 
Anniversary 
Savoy Cinema  
£4.75 - £6.50, 8.30pm  
 
 
 
 

FRIDAY 20 APR 
 
♫ Calum Scott 
Rock City  
£16, 6.30pm  
 
♫ Soul Stompin’ 
The Golden Fleece  
Free, 8pm  
 
♫ Bamalamasingsong 
Rescue Rooms  
£7.70, 8.30pm  
 
🎭  The Jungle Book 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£12 - £24, 7pm  
 
👪 🔧  55+ Song Writing  
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£45, 10:00am  
 
📖  55+ Dance  
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£65, 10.15am  
 
🎭  55+ Drama  
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£65, 1.30pm  
 
🎭  Whitney: Queen  
of the Night 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£22 - £26, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Nottingham Funk &  
Soul & Club 
Stealth  
10pm  
 
🎭  Fugee and Burying Your 
Brother in the Pavement 
Nottingham Arts Theatre  
£8.50 - £10, 7.30pm  

SATURDAY 21 APR 
 
📣  The Poetry Hour Tour 
with Henry Normal 
Mansfield Central Library  
Free, 2.30pm 
 
♫ Record Store Day 2018 
Forever Records  
Free, 6pm  
 
♫ Plates Unofficial Record 
Store Day 
Malt Cross  
Free, 10am   
 
🎭  The Sea Show 
Nottingham Playhouse  
£8, 11am  
 
♫ Record Store Day 
Rough Trade Nottingham  
Free, 6am - 11.30pm  
 
♫ Stealth Vinyl Special: 
Record Store Day 
Stealth  
10.15pm  
 
♫ Record Store Day:  
Music and Fashion 
Cobden Chambers  
Free, 8am  
 
🎭  Fugee and Burying Your 
Brother in the Pavement 
Nottingham Arts Theatre  
£8.50 - £10, 7.30pm – 8.30pm  
 
📖  Rhyme and Rebellion: 
Breaking the Rules of 
Poetry with Leanne Moden 
Nottingham Writers Studio  
£10 - £15, 2pm  
 
📖  Poet Against Racism: 
School of Poetry 
Nottingham Writers Studio  
4.30pm  

SUNDAY 22 APR 
 
👪  Disney On Ice World of 
Enchantment 2018 
Motorpoint Arena 
Nottingham  
£30, 9.30am  
 
♫ Funke and the Two  
Tone Baby 
The Bodega  
£10, 7pm  
 
👣 Dance! - The Nelken-
Line by Pina Bausch 
Dance4’s iC4C  
Free, 6.30pm  
 
🎨  Vintage Memory Book 
Crafternoon & Food 
Debbie Bryan  
£45, 12.30pm  
 
👪 Women’s Circle: Explore 
the Sacred Feminine 
Earthtones Sound Therapy  
£15, 10.30am 
 
🎤  The Poetry Pharmacy 
Tried-and-True 
Prescriptions for the 
Heart, Mind and Soul with 
William Sieghart 
Five Leaves Bookshop  
£5 - £6, 4pm  
 
🔧  Learn to Knit 2 
Knit Nottingham  
£25  
 
♫ Martin James Bartlett 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£11, 11am  
 
🎤  Word Jam 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
Free, 2pm 
 

MONDAY 23 APR 
 
📣  A Party with Socialists 
In It, with Simon Hannah 
Five Leaves Bookshop  
£3, 7pm  
 
🎤  Nottingham Poetry 
Festival: Meet the Poets  
Debbie Bryan  
£2, 5pm   
 
♫ Gender Roles + Guests 
Rough Trade Nottingham  
Free, 7pm  
 
📖  Miranda Seymour: In 
Byron’s Wake 
Waterstones  
£3, 6.30pm  
 
♫ Ike Productions 
Presents: Miscreant + The 
Cartographer + Broken 
Down + Reclaimer 
The Maze  
£5, 6.30pm 
 
🎨  Exploring Printmaking 
Nottingham Contemporary  
£15 - £45, 10am 
 
🎨  Life Drawing with 
Oliver Lovely 
Malt Cross  
£10, 6pm 
 
♫ Ding Dong! 
Pepper Rocks  
Free, 7pm 
 
👣 Argentine Tango  
The Orange Tree  
£4 - £5 
 
 
 
 
 

TUESDAY 24 APR 
 
🎤  Carcanet Press New 
Poetries, with Rebecca 
Cullen, Rachel Mann, 
Isabel Galleymore and 
Katherine Horrex 
Five Leaves Bookshop  
£4 - £4, 7pm  
 
📖  Poetry is Dead Good 
presents Mark Grist, plus a 
Rap Battle Between Robin 
Hood and The Sheriff of 
Nottingham, Hosted by 
Maid Marian 
Fox & Grapes  
£4.40 - £5.50, 7pm   
 
🎤  Carcanet Press New 
Poetries, with Rebecca 
Cullen, Rachel Mann, 
Isabel Galleymore and 
Katherine Horrex 
Five Leaves Bookshop  
£4, 7pm  
 
🎭  John Robins: The 
Darkness of Robins 
Nottingham Playhouse  
£16, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Petrol Girls 
The Bodega  
£6.60, 7pm 
 
♫ Foxe + Loxley + Kollider 
+ Medici 
The Maze  
£5, 8pm 
 
🎭  Onstage & Backstage  
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
Free, 1pm 
 
🔧  Hackspace 2.5 Work 
Nottingham Hackspace  
Free, 7pm  
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WEDNESDAY 25 APR 
 
♫ City Arts Folk Proms 
City Arts  
£5 - £7.50, 7pm  
 
📖  The Poetry Hour Tour 
with Henry Normal 
Beeston Library  
Free, 6pm  
 
👪 #CuppaSocial 
Cafe Sobar  
Free, 8.30am   
 
📣  The Storytellers of 
Nottingham 
Malt Cross  
£4, 7.30pm  
 
♫ The Hollies 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£26.50 - £29.50, 7.30pm  
 
♫ CloseUp Presents:  
Youth Club 
Rough Trade  
£8, 7pm  
 
🎥  English National Ballet 
Akram Khan’s Giselle 
Savoy Cinema  
£9 - £11, 7pm  
 
📖  An Evening with 
Raymond E Feist 
Waterstones  
£5, 7pm  
 
🔧  How to Get Your Poetry 
Published with Teika 
Bellamy 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
£10, 6.30pm  
 

 
THURSDAY 26 APR 
 
♫ The Dead South 
The Bodega  
£13.50, 7pm  
 
📣  From Page to Stage 
The New Art Exchange  
Free, 6.30pm  
 
♫ Doric String Quartet 
Djanogly Recital Hall  
£10 - £18, 7.30pm  
 
📖  Black British Graduates’ 
Untold Stories, with 
Amanda Arbouin 
Five Leaves Bookshop  
Free, 7pm   
 
📖  LeftLion presents 
WriteLion Poets 
Fox & Grapes  
Free, 7pm   
 
📣  Women Got Talent 
The Maze  
£6.50, 7pm  
 
😂  Shappi Khorsandi 
The Glee Club  
£13 - £15, 6.45pm  
 
🎨  Life Drawing 
The Place Activity Centre  
£125, 6.30pm  
 
📖  Nottingham Black 
Archive Writing Group 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
5pm  
 
🔧  Steve Katon Crit/Role 
Play Group 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
6pm 
 

 
FRIDAY 27 APR 
 
📖  ExLibris Charity 
Masked Book Sale  
ExLibris, the Masked 
Booksellers  
Free, 10am  
 
♫ The St. Pierre Snake 
Invasion  
JT Soar  
£5, 7pm  
 
📖  Nottingham Poetry 
Festival: Poets in the Shed 
Debbie Bryan  
£8, 5pm  
 
♫ Wonk Unit + The 
Raging Nathans + Army of 
Skanks + Traits 
The Maze  
£10, 8pm  
 
💻  DJ Yoda’s History  
of Gaming 
Nottingham Contemporary  
£10 - £17.50, 8pm   
 
🎭  Motionhouse: Charge 
Nottingham Playhouse  
£12.50 - £18.50, 8pm  
 
♫ Queen: A Rock & 
Symphonic Spectacular 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£18 - £46, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Babe Punch + The 
Honeymoon Suite + 
Brown Lion Zoo + Gunk 
Rough Trade Nottingham  
£7, 7.30pm  
 
 
 

 
SATURDAY 28 APR 
 
♫ Ferocious Dog  
Rock City  
£17.50, 6.30pm  
 
♫ Verdi Requiem 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£5 - £35, 7pm  
 
👪 Louisey Rider Cup 
Roller Derby Tournament 
Lee Westwood Sports 
Centre  
£5 - £5, 9am   
 
📖  ExLibris hosting 
Rowena Edlin-White 
ExLibris the Masked 
Booksellers  
Free, 1.30pm  
 
👪 Big Fish Little Fish 
The Glee Club  
£6.50 - £8.50, 1.30pm  
 
🎭  King Pleasure and the 
Biscuit Boys 
Nottingham Playhouse  
£12 - £15, 8pm  
 
♫ The Sex Pissed Dolls 
Rescue Rooms  
£16.50, 6.30pm  
 
📣  How to Win Writing 
Competitions with Char 
March 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
£38 - £48, 10am  
 
📣  Don’t Believe The Hype: 
Micall Parknsun and Joker 
Starr 
Rough Trade  
7pm 

 
SUNDAY 29 APR 
 
🎨  Landscape Monoprints 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
£50 - £55, 10am  
 
📖  ExLibris Charity 
Masked Book Sale 2018 
ExLibris, the Masked 
Booksellers  
Free, 10am  
 
🔧  SpeedCraft: Five Crafts 
In One Day 
Debbie Bryan  
£70, 11am  
 
♫ International Jazz Day 
The Embankment  
Free  
 
🎤  Roger McGough:  
As Far As I Know 
Djanogly Theatre  
£12 - £15, 7pm  
 
🎭  Richard Herring: Oh 
Frig I’m 50 
Nottingham Playhouse  
£19, 7.30pm  
 
🎭  Remembering Fred 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£25 - £75, 7.30pm  
 
♫ The Best of Hollywood  
The Albert Hall  
£7, 3.30pm  
 
🎤  Sounds Like Home: 
Global Music and Poetry 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
7.30pm 
 
 
 

 
MONDAY 30 APR 
 
📖  ExLibris Charity 
Masked Book Sale 
ExLibris, the Masked 
Booksellers  
Free, 10am  
 
👪 Beeston Business 
Network Event  
Beeston Library  
Free, 6pm  
 
📣  Why I’m no longer 
talking to white people 
about race, by Reni  
Eddo-Lodge 
Five Leaves Bookshop  
Free, 7pm  
 
👪 Backgammon 
The Lion at Basford  
Free, 8.30pm  
 
👣 Argentine Tango: 
Beginners and Improvers 
Classes 
The Orange Tree  
£4 - £5  
 
🎨  🔧  Life Drawing with 
Oliver Lovely 
Malt Cross  
£10, 6pm  
 
♫ Eva Plays Dead 
The Bodega  
£8.80, 7pm 
 
♫ Noel Gallagher 
Motorpoint Arena  
£39.20 - £78.40, 8pm
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NUSIC
BOX

Your new Notts music tip sheet, as compiled 
by Nusic’s Sam Nahirny. 
 
Want more? Check the fortnightly podcasts 
and live sessions in the Nusic website.

For more events, check out leftlion.co.uk/listings

Nactus Kunan 

This band describe their genre as “r ‘n’ Beeston”, and that 
tells you most of what you need to know about them. What 
the name doesn’t tell you, is that they’re a four-piece, they 
have some insanely slick songs, and hit high notes that’ll 
leave you in awe. Proud Beestonians too, as you might 
have guessed. Taking the best parts of both the guitar-
band and r ‘n’ b world, and whipping ‘em into a funky, 
falsetto-infused concoction, these gents really are onto 
something special. And if they get mega famous, it might 
do well for Beeston’s GDP, too. 

facebook.com/nactuskunan
 
 
 
 

Tee Peters 

A lyricist who knows how to make you dance, Tee Peters 
mixes lo-fi hip hop elements with jazzy breakdowns, and 
pairs both with some vibey electronic basslines. The end 
result is a right beautiful creation. He’s a storyteller, and 
it feels like he’s talking directly to the listener, whether 
they’ve got fancy headphones or not. It’s a beautifully 
jarring experience; hearing sad lyrics while really wanting 
to dance, and Tee has nailed it. Having already built an 
eclectic body of work in his EP, The Journey, it’s exciting to 
wonder where his mind will go next. 

soundcloud.com/teepeters

🎥  The Greatest Showman: 
Sing-A-Long 
Bonington Theatre  
£4.70 - £5.80  
Sun 1 Apr - Wed 4 Apr 
 
🎥  Catch Up Screenings: 
Coco 
Bonington Theatre  
£4.70 - £5.80  
Tue 3 Apr - Thu 5 Apr 
 
🎥  The Bachelors  
Bonington Theatre  
£4.70 - £5.80,  2:30pm  
Tue 3 Apr - Sun 29 Apr 
 
👣  Todo Latino Beginners 
Salsa 
NonSuch Studio  
£5 - £7, 7pm - 8pm  
Thu 5 Apr - Thu 24 May 
 
🎥  Phantom Thread 
Bonington Theatre  
£0.70 - £5.80  
Fri 6 Apr - Sun 8 Apr 
 
🎥  Peter Rabbit 
Bonington Theatre  
£4.70 - £5.80  
Fri 6 Apr - Sun 15 Apr 
 
🎥  Ghost Stories  
Broadway Cafe Bar  
£4.50 - £8.80  
Fri 6 Apr - Thu 19 Apr 
 
📷  Sanctuary: A 
Golder-Thompson 
Gift of Contemporary 
Photography 
Wallner Gallery  
Free  
Sat 7 Apr - Sun 13 May 
 
👪  Families and Learning 
Nottingham Contemporary  
10am - 5pm  
Sat 7 Apr - Sun 8 Jul 

👪  Easter Workshops: Fun 
Dance (7-10 Years) 
The New Art Exchange  
Free, 10.30am – 12.30pm  
Mon 9 Apr - Thu 12 Apr 
 
👪  Easter Workshops: 
Choreography and Self 
Expression (11-16 Years) 
The New Art Exchange  
Free, 2pm - 4pm  
Mon 9 Apr - Thu 12 Apr 
 
🔧  Easter Holiday 
Filmmaking School  
Broadway Cinema  
£250, 9.30am - 4pm  
Mon 9 Apr - Fri 13 Apr 
 
🎭  Otherwise Engaged 
Lace Market Theatre  
£9 - £10, 7.30pm – 10.30pm  
Tue 10 Apr - Sat 14 Apr 
 
🎨  Melanie Jackson: Deeper 
in the Pyramid 
Primary  
Free  
Thu 12 Apr - Sat 21 Apr 
 
🎥  Finding Your Feet 
Bonington Theatre  
£4.70 - £5.80  
Fri 13 Apr - Fri 20 Apr 
 
 
🎨  Made For You? A Solo 
Exhibition by Matthew Kel 
Surface Gallery  
Free  
Fri 13 Apr - Sat 28 Apr 
 
 
🔧  5-Week Ceramic Course 
with Sandy Bywater 
Curious? Nottingham  
£100, 1pm – 3.30pm  
Tue 17 Apr - Tue 15 May 
 
 

🔧  The Study Sessions:  
A Darkened Room 
Nottingham Contemporary  
Free  
Tue 17 Apr - Tue 29 May 
 
♫ Folk Among the Fiction 
Beeston Library  
£8 - £8  
Thu 19 Apr - Thu 7 Jun 
 
📖  55+Creative Writing 
Summer 2018 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£65, 10.30am – 12.45pm  
Thu 19 Apr - Thu 5 Jul 
 
🎥  The Guernsey Literary 
and Potato Peel Pie Society 
Broadway Cafe Bar  
£4.50 - £8.80  
Fri 20 Apr - Mon 30 Apr 
 
🎨  Video Days  
Bonington building  
Free, 10am - 5pm  
Fri 20 Apr - Fri 18 May 
 
🎨  David Evans Exhibition  
Focus Gallery  
Free, 10am - 5pm  
Fri 20 Apr - Sat 2 Jun 
 
👪  Families and Learning 
Nottingham Contemporary  
10am - 5pm  
Sat 21 Apr - Sun 22 Jul 
 
🎨  The Portland Miniatures: 
JAR 
The Harley Gallery  
Free  
Sat 21 Apr - Mon 1 Oct 
 
🎭  Lysistrata  
Djanogly Theatre  
£11 - £15, 7.30pm - 9pm  
Tue 24 Apr - Sat 28 Apr 
 

♫ Derren Brown: 
Underground 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£25 - £44.50, 7.30pm  
Tue 24 Apr - Sat 28 Apr 
 
🎭  Murder On The Nile 
Bonington Theatre  
£8  
Wed 25 Apr - Sat 28 Apr 
 
🎥  Avengers: Infinity War 
Savoy Cinema  
£4.75 - £6.50  
Wed 25 Apr - Sun 29 Apr 
 
🎨  Loud and Clear: A 
National Glass Centre 
Touring Exhibition 
The Harley Gallery  
Free  
Sat 28 Apr - Sun 15 Jul 
 
🎨  Form and Function 
The Harley Gallery  
Free  
Sat 28 Apr - Sun 15 Jul 
 
👪  Families and Learning 
Nottingham Contemporary  
10am - 5pm  
Sat 28 Apr - Sun 29 Jul 
 
🎭  The Bourgeois 
Gentleman 
Lace Market Theatre  
£9 - £11, 7.30pm – 10.30pm  
Mon 30 Apr - Sat 5 May 
 
😂  Art 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£16.50 - £34.50, 7.30pm  
Mon 30 Apr - Sat 5 May 
 
📖  Nottingham Poetry 
Festival 
All Over Notts 
Fri 20 Apr - Sun 29 Jul

ONGOING STUFF LIKE PLAYS AND EXHIBITIONS AND THAT
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WEEKLY STUFF

MONDAYS

Pub Quiz 
Malt Cross 
The Grosvenor 
The Navigation

MOBA Mondays 
[ALT] Gaming Lounge

Life Drawing 
Malt Cross

Backgammon 
The Lion at Basford

Chill Aht 
At ‘Om 
 
Argentine Tango 
The Orange Tree 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TUESDAYS

Open Mic Night 
Pepper Rocks 
Greyhound, Beeston

Pub Quiz 
The Johnson Arms 
Sir John Borlase 
Warren

Music 
Bar Eleven 
Rescue Rooms 
The Navigation Inn 
Fox & Grapes

The Racing Room 
The Dragon

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAYS

Open Mic Night 
JamCafe 
Rescue Rooms 
The Bell Inn 
The Maze

Pub Quiz 
The Lion at Basford 
Rescue Rooms 
The Hop Pole 
The Golden Fleece

Open Hack Night 
Nottingham 
Hackspace

Music 
The Navigation Inn 
Southbank City 
Rock City

Salsa Class 
Bunkers Hill  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THURSDAYS

Pub Quiz 
The Southbank Bar 
The Grosvenor

Music 
Rock City 
Southbank City 
JamCafe 
The Navigation Inn 
Rescue Rooms 
The Lion at Basford

Paint a Pot 
Harley Gallery

Open Mic 
The Golden Fleece 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FRIDAYS

Friday Freelancers’ 
Workspace 
Think Nottingham 

Unplugged 
Showcase 
Bunkers Hill

Bopp 
Red Bar

Ink Fridays 
Ink

Get Lucky 
Rock City

Friday Night Live 
Southbank

Music 
The Grosvenor

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stealth VS Rescued 
Stealth and Rescue Rooms

Music 
JamCafe 
Rock City 
Southbank

Saturday Art Club 
New Art Exchange

 
 
 
 

 
Saturday Sessions 
Nonsuch Theatre 
 
Comedy 
The Glee Club 
Just The Tonic 
Jongleurs 
 
Heritage Tour 
Malt Cross 
 
 
 

 
Pub Quiz 
The Trent 
The Lion at Basford

Live Jazz 
The Bell Inn 
The Lion at Basford

Acoustic Sessions 
Malt Shovel

 
 
 
 

 
Sunday DJ Sessions 
The Southbank Bar 
 
Life Drawing 
Place Activiy Centre

Kathak Dance 
New Art Exchange 
 
Poker Night 
The Grosvenor

SATURDAYS SUNDAYS



Accettura
Italy
 

Here’s a scene for you, duck. In the 

middle of Italy, hidden in the mountain 

valleys, is a tiny little village called 

Accettura. Unbeknown to many, there 

are strong links between our city and 

this remote location; in the sixties there 

was a mass migration of workers from 

Accettura to Notts, wheAccettura to Notts, where many village 

descendents live and work today. 

Every May, people return to the village 

for the annual Marriage of Trees; a 

festival in which residents head into the 

valley, chop a tree down, and bring it 

back to the centre, with lots of wine 

involved indeed. Here is our lovely rag 

posing over the Italian land in all its 

gloglory. Ciao!

Accettura, 
Italy
 

LEFTLION.CO.UK 
Sign up to receive weekly updates at 
leftlion.co.uk/newsletter

Aries (21 Mar –  20 Apr)
Word to Leonard Bojangles, Roxy Rob’s cat. 
Rumour has it he’s left his old place in the 
Arboretum and is now the foremost feline at 
Wollaton Hall. How he made that journey is 
another matter entirely. 

Taurus (21 Apr –  21 May) 
Life is a rich vein to mine. The Garden of 
Eden is brimming with a plethora of endless 
opportunities for you. What will it be next? A 
chance encounter with a horse? A Pot Noodle? 
A little nap?
 
Gemini (22 May –  22 June) 
Despite "the birds and the bees" being used 
as a gentle metaphor for sex, bee reproduction 
is actually pretty graphic. When the male 
inseminates the queen, his testicles break off 
inside her and explode.  
 
Cancer (23 June - 23 July) 
You secretly think that kedgeree was the worst 
thing to come out of colonialism, but what does 
that mean, exactly? You like hot eggs, just not 
cold ones. There's a fine line between love and 
hate for you.

Leo (24 July – 23 Aug)
You're so painfully modern that when your mate 
lent you a Bruce Willis DVD, you ate it, thinking 
that it was some sort of digital action cake. 
Well, it wasn't, and now you're in A&E. 

Virgo (24 Aug – 23 Sept) 
You saw a dog today, didn't you? Why have 
you not done a painting of it? Why do I need to 
prompt you about this again? I want to see at 
least three pieces of dog art from you by this 
time next month.
 

Libra (24 Sept – 23 Oct)
It’s been a couple of weeks of sin comunicacion 
with a loved one. There are many questions 
racing through both your head and theirs, the 
most pressing being; did you really eat all of 
that paella? 

Scorpio (24 Oct – 22 Nov)
You are thwarted in your attempts to save 
money by doing some DIY projects around the 
house. Unfortunately, you quickly discover that 
bleach is no substitute for local anaesthetic, 
and the injection you gave to your lodger may 
be a problem. 
 
Sagittarius (23 Nov – 22 Dec) 
There's some big Pulsar event going on and 
it's messing about with the playlists of your 
mind. Now you have Gary Barlow singing Joy 
Division songs and Julie Andrews is fronting 
Napalm Death.
 
Capricorn (Dec 23 – Jan 19) 
Quando sei lontana. Sogno all'orizzonte. E 
mancan le parole. E io sì, lo so. Che sei con 
me, con me. Tu mia luna, tu sei qui con me. 
Mio sole, tu sei qui con me. Con me, con me, 
con me.

Aquarius (20 Jan – 19 Feb) 
Now, the end is near. So I face the final curtain. 
My friends, I'll say it clear. I’m a headcase, of 
this I'm certain. I've lived a life that's full, I've 
floored it down the highway. But more, much 
more than this. I did it my way.

Pisces (20 Feb – 20 Mar) 
100 and out! Dearest fools, I’ve been writing 
these since issue one and now I’m outta here. 
I've seen things you people wouldn't believe. 
All of these moments will be lost in time, like 
tears in the rain. Time to die. 
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Mark & the Gigan�c team
would like to congratulate

Le�Lion on their 100th issue!
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LONG LIVE
THE KING
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