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It’s poems and photos galore as we kick oﬀ our local
exploration series

With news from the beak, plus Blather, Overheard in
Notts and City Stylin’

Our kid got down to feed the animals and start beef
with the ‘osses

We’re dead green around here, and we’ve found the
boggers to prove it

The Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust get wordy with
the youthdem

Like our cover? Clock another dose from the local
donnette, mid-mag style

Nancy Campbell is the UK Canal Laureate who’s mad
for our waterways

Troy Jenkinson wrote a children’s book about samesex parenting, with snails

Local lass Sara Poyzer has been smashing it in
London’s West End

Clap a load of these aural goods if you know what’s
good for yer drumpieces

You’d be surprised at the plant-based options
available at these Notts eateries

With edibles from Poppy and Pint, Bunk, and BunMii,
plus Tommy K on the Side

All the most poppin’ events to get whacked into yer
calendars this May

More excellent Nottingham-based goings-on to keep
you entertained this month

We’ve got just one question to ask your lot: Where
the bob has the goose gone?

Get yer pens out youth, there’s a load of low-brow
activities to get stuck into

More Radford-based antics as we look at the humans
behind the shopfronts

featured contributor

art hole

Anna Murphy
An English teacher and
writer, LeftLion’s new
Fashion Editor can
often be found internet
shopping, but promises
it’s for “research.”
Don’t let her southern
vowel sounds confuse
you. She’s local. After
completing her English
degree at Leeds University,
she moved to The Big
Smoke where she worked for women’s magazines and
newspapers, but soon returned to The City That Robin
Hood Built to teach.
Anna can often be found planning her next foreign
adventure, brunching at The Crimson Tree or treating
herself at Delilah’s, before burning it all oﬀ with a HIIT
class down the gym. Life’s about balance, intit?
anna.murphy@leftlion.co.uk
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editorial
Ayup, your lot.
Wooﬁn’ hell, how about that bit of
sun we had, eh? It might be spewing
it down as I’m writing this, but it was
sweet while it lasted, wannit?
I’m sure you all clocked it for yersens,
but the pub gardens and restaurant
patios were ﬁlled with the topless,
vitamin-D-deprived populace turning
faces to the last dregs of after-work
rays, pints in hand and joyous tears in
eyes. Yes, it’s been a long time since
we’ve felt the beams.
With the big, hat-donning bogger in mind, this issue is a celebration of all things
nature. Our Sarah Cunningham – the rudegyal artist extraordinaire – has treated
us to a stonkingly beautiful cover that plonks a baby Wollo-park deer in her green
fantasyland, which you can see more of in the centre of this magazine. Gawd, I’d
love to spend a day in her bonce. Many frollicks.
A load of other stuﬀ in this rag follows wild suit: we’ve got haikus aplenty; the story
of the Southwell-born grandfather Bramley apple tree; a guide to living sustainably
in the city; a look-in at what life’s like for a community gardener down AMC; and
our Lucy’s tale of a visit to Stonebridge City Farm. I weren’t joshin’ when I said this
thing is riddled with rabbit fever.
With it being the beginning of the brighter season, and triple-digit madness, we’ve
also decided to stick in a load of new features for you to sink yer tegs into. Rikki
Marr’s regular Ayup Duck comic strip has stepped out of the sketchpad and into the
newsroom; Adrian Reynolds has begun treating us to a column of absolute Blather;
our Ash Carter is delivering ﬁlm-based knowledge and jokes; plus we’ve got a
brand new Fashion Editor by the name of Anna Murphy poking around the city
streets to ﬁnd the most stylish boggers abaht.

#LookUpDuck
A Watson on Stoney and Barker. photo: Tom Morley

There’s more. Some seriously talented artists from around these parts are working
with us on a couple of projects that’ll see some proper local bits and bobs take over
LeftLion’s pages for the next year. First of all, we’ve got Snap Notts; the series that
sees a bunch of photographers and poets divvied up into pairs and given a location
to create work around. The results are about to come ﬂying your way every month.
Hold tight.
The next collaborative publication shindig is The Goose is Loose. An idea birthed in
our little, packed-out LeftLion meeting room, two pages per issue are about to get
farmed with the weird and wonderful brain ﬂora of local comics, illustrators and
writers who’re asking one question: Where has the goose gone?
I’m so bleddy excited to tell you about everything else popping oﬀ, but I s’pose I
should leave at least a little bit to the imagination. Just know that it’s the beginning
of a new era, duck. We’ve got oﬀice dogs and oﬀice babies knocking about now,
and despite the snivelling showers I’m sure it’s gonna shape up to be an absolute
corker of a sunny season.
If you want to get involved in the magazine, make sure you get yersen down to
New Art Exchange on Wednesday 2 May at 5pm for our next LeftLion Open House,
where you can come down, have a natter, and let us know how you can help keep
this bogger ticking over. You know, we’d be nowt without your hard wok.
One ﬁnal, exciting announcement from LeftLion HQ is that, together with
Nottingham Craft Beer Week, we’ll be hosting the ﬁrst ever Nottingham Craft
Beer Festival down the Sneinton Market Avenues from Friday 15 – Saturday June,
so make sure you visit nottinghamcraftbeer.gigantic.com to bag yer £10 ticket,
inclusive of a ﬁver’s worth of beer tokens and a souvenir glass. Can’t goo wrong
with that, can yer duck?
That’s enough jibber jabber from me any road. I’ll leave you to get on with the stuﬀ,
the bits and the bobs, hopefully with that lovely star of ours beating down on the
back of yer neck.

#LeftEyeOn
Mallard basking in Newstead water. photo: Poppy Qureshi

Bridie Squires, Editor
bridie.squires@leftlion.co.uk
/leftlion
@leftlion
@leftlionmagazine
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#LocalBobtech
Hands oﬀ our streets, litter boggers. photo: Curtis Powell
Want to get featured? Send your high-res photos and social
media links to editorial@leftlion.co.uk
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Neck-snapped pigeon, raw
beak pouring out peace in death
alone on concrete.
Firefly streetlights wake.
Street drink? Fine. Seventy quid.
Tesco car park SCAM.
HAD AN ACCIDENT?
Outside smells of fish and change.
Look after yourself.
Kemet FM, Tops:
get it fresh, get it hot.
Late convenience.
Gav us Lou: phonebox
declaration scribed in blue.
Mark of rebel hold.
Wigs and shoes for sale
LEDs shout WE OPEN.
Lift, handle, get in.

Mystery van dent
questions left on roadside, still
shouts grazing echo.

Purchase medicine.
Pharmacy or casino?
People make choices.

Backpack’d jogger, bounce
to bus stop or from bobby?
Frown tumbling content.

Pub window blockade;
community depletion
ready for close-up.

Snap Notts #1
Location: Alfreton Road
Poem: Bridie Squires
Photos: Natalie Owen

AYUP
DUCK

“What’s been gooin’ off?”

illustrations: Rikki Marr

PARK LIFE SAVER
Being the clarts they are, the government
are axing local authority budgets like one-o,
so the council have stripped back loads of
services. Green spaces and parks have been
hit bad and The Renewal Trust, who run St
Ann’s Allotments, say we’d be boggered
if it weren’t for the Heritage Lottery Fund.
Where in the bob is all our money going,
you toﬀin’ wastepieces?!

ACCEPTING CHANGE
Paul Snape, one Big Issue seller
down Wezzy B, has started accepting
contactless payments with a little
electronic card reader he got himsen oﬀ
Amazon. Paul reckons he’s the second
vendor in the UK to have made the move.
In Bridgford an’ all. Good thinking, youth;
them lot han’t seen a tuppence in yonks.

COCKLE MAN DOWN
Our Dave has had a proper
hard time of it over the past
year or so. The Cockle Man
– as he’s known to most
boggers round here – was
mugged, broke his ribs, and
then found out he had cancer.
But he’s a robust bleeder,
and it’s not stopped him from
popping in to the city’s pubs,
donning his usual white-coatand-basket get-up, to deliver
ﬁsh-based goods to local
pint-sinkers.

Last month, though, our
Dave had a fall and broke
his hip. He’s been recovering
at Queen’s Med, and Heidi
Hargreaves from Dukki
on St James’s Street is
crowdfunding to help him get
back on his feet. Dave’s got
a little dog called Cassie who
he’ll need help looking after,
and he’ll need a bit to cover
him while he’s out of action.
He’s still bleddy adamant
that he’ll be back on it in a
few weeks though. Save us a
Pepperami, Dave.

justgiving.com/crowdfunding/cockle-man-fund

words: Adrian Reynolds
illustration: Corrina Rothwell
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IT GORRABIT WORDEH
Last month, Nottingham Poetry Festival took
over. There were some massive names whacked
on, including Holly McNish, Roger McGough,
and our Young Poet Laureate Georgina Wilding.
There was even a rap battle between Robin
Hood and the Sheriﬀ of Nottingham down the
Fox and Grapes hosted by Poetry is Dead Good.
Beltin’ stuﬀ all round, your lot.

City Stylin’
interviews: Anna Murphy
photos: Carla Mundy
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“When I was about two years old, we went to see the panto and I was one of the kids
called up on stage. I remember looking up at the actor and saying, ‘Do you like my
dress? It’s got bells on!’ I was so proud. It was a dress to show oﬀ about. I guess I’ve
always liked that ‘something extra’ or a twist of the unexpected.
One of my favourite things about being an actor is adapting to the character, and
that’s what I’ve done throughout my life: I needed to act like an adult, so I dressed
like an adult. I needed to act like a mum, so I dressed like a mum. A lot of us lose
ourselves in what we’re doing – especially parenthood – but I think it’s important to
ﬁnd that balance between who you are and what you need to be.
When I was younger, I cared more about what the rest of my friends were doing, but
these days I try to carry a sense of identity through the diﬀerent roles I play. I like to
think: ‘You don’t know the whole of me, I’ve got bells under my dress!’”
Olivia Newton
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“Ooh, are they
free coasters?”

“I think that’s probably my all
time favourite Oasis track.” –
Bloke on Papa Roach’s cover
of Song 2 by Blur
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Nottingham’s most
opinionated grocers on...

“Going back to when I was playing football for Notts County’s Youth Team, I always
had my superstitions; I’d eat scrambled eggs on toast before a game, otherwise I
thought I wouldn’t play as well. To me, crystals are the same; I just feel like life goes
more smoothly when I’m wearing them.
I’m never without my labradorite bracelet; it’s a ‘game-changing’ crystal, so it helps
you to think optimistically and be successful. I always make sure I’m wearing it to
work, it makes a big impact. That, and good people, help me to ﬁnd positive energy.
I don’t believe that style is for men or for women, it’s about wearing and doing what
makes you feel good. It’s personal. I think it’s important to look unique, but over the
years I’ve started to dress more simply; black or white t-shirts, maybe with some
jewellery. Nottingham is evolving; men are accepting the fact that things seen as
‘feminine’ in the past actually feel good to them. When my friend came to me with a
business proposition for a men’s crystal jewellery company, I jumped at the chance
and we’ve never looked back.”
Travis Morgan

NEW ROYAL BABY
It’s marvellous news. We’re all for that. John Simpson, who works in our shop, is very keen on
the royal baby too. We’re glad the new lad wasn’t born on the Queen’s birthday, but it’s lovely
he was born on St George’s day.
SHAGGY AND STING DUO
They’ve got a new album out you know. We might buy it. They really look like they’re enjoying
themselves. We went to see Sting play once in Birmingham. He was excellent! You can see
he used to be a teacher, as he spoke to the audience in a semi-patronising way. It beats Alice
Cooper, who didn’t seem to know where he was when we saw him.
WOMAN CHARGED £930 FOR A NARNA
That’s inﬂation for you! They come a long way and go through so many channels to get here
that people don’t realise. Mind you, that’s still a lot of money. We hope she queried it. She
could have got seven for £1 in here.
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Available for individuals or
groups including hen/birthday
parties etc.

draw
paint
photo
sculpt
body cast
body paint
Email: gortay@ntlworld.com

Full portable DBS certificate for
A Level or other educational work.

CREATIVE SHORT COURSES
SUMMER 2018
FOR ADULTS
FOR 15-17 YEAR OLDS

Every year we run over 50 courses throughout July
and August. Whether you dream of spending a week
away from work indulging your creative side or you’re
at college and want a university experience you’ll fit
right in.
• Animation

WHAT ARE YOU DOING THIS SUMMER?

www.ntu.ac.uk/creativeshortcourses
www.ntu.ac.uk/15-17shortcourses
Tel: 0115 848 2813
Email: creativeshortcourses@ntu.ac.uk

• Architecture
• Creative Writing
• Fashion, Textiles and Costume
• Fine & Decorative Arts
• Game & Fantasy Arts

@NTUshortcourses
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Grey tile (white)

Colour

Colour

• Graphic Design and Illustration
• Photography
• Product & 3D Design
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Sometimes, despite its best eﬀorts to the contrary, life
smiles at you. It recognises your best eﬀorts to make the
little bogger worthwhile, and sends a hiccup of happy your
way. This month, I was gifted with an involuntary spasm of
joy when I was sent to spend the day at Stonebridge City
Farm to muck in, and muck out, with the barnyard beings
that reside there. Buzz-ing.
I rocked up at the St Ann’s pleasure zone
at 11am to a fanfare of clucks and moos.
There was just enough time for a swift
bacon sarnie in the onsite cafe before I
was collected by Allanah, head of all things
animal, to get down to it. I fancy myself
summat of a modern-day Dr Dolittle, so
made sure to personally introduce myself to
everyone there. The pigs and I avoided each
other for obvious reasons. You can’t get on
with everyone.
Out in the paddocks, a couple of cows and
a gnarly-looking goat with the jokest side
smile made their way over to us to have a
go on our food pellets. I popped up to see
the ponies, but they weren’t interested in
anything I had to oﬀer, the mardy ‘osses.
To be fair to ‘em, it looked like the last time
a visitor had been up they’d lobbed an
empty can of Skol into their yard, so I can
understand the frosty welcome. Still, no
skin oﬀ my back, cos I was oﬀ to where the
real party was at: the barn.
One thing I’ll tell you for nowt, the barn at
Stonebridge is a treasure trove. If palmsized pets are your thing, hold onto your
hats, cos there’s everything from guinea
pigs to chickens, rats, lambs and a bossman
tortoise named Kevin up in the place. There
was talk of me feeding the lambs who were
snuggled under a heat lamp in a bed of hay
– proper Biblical, like – but alas, it was not
to be. The little bleaters were far too small
and vulnerable to let the likes of me into
the mix, so I was put to work cleaning out
Carmen the rabbit’s cage instead. Sleeves
rolled, it weren’t long before I was elbowdeep in sawdust, disinfectant and tiny balls
of rabbit poop. Just the way I like it.
Despite being positively packed to the
rafters with the ﬂuﬀ balls, Allanah and the
farm are sadly gearing up for an inﬂux of
unwanted rabbits following the Easter
period. Given as gifts to kids on school
holidays, once the children are back in
the classroom and the novelty wears oﬀ,
rabbits often ﬁnd themselves neglected and
lonely in unsuitable hutches at the bottom
of the garden before being packed oﬀ to
places like Stonebridge who’re tasked with
rehoming them.

At Stonebridge, rabbits like Carmen are
kept in generous-sized hutches either in
pairs or solo depending on their age, size
and temperment, and are let out of their
hutches to have a good owd run around
on a regular basis. Despite common
misconceptions, rabbits need secure spaces
to exercise in regularly, and Alannah was
keen to impress the importance of a large
hutch and run to any potential rabbit
owners reading this piece.
“They need a hutch that allows them to hop

It weren’t long
before I was elbow-deep
in sawdust, disinfectant
and tiny balls of rabbit
poop. Just the way I
like it.
three consecutive times,” she said, as she
popped Carmen, an elderly rabbit quite
grumpy about my disturbing him, into his
enclosure. “Hutches should be seen as
somewhere for them to burrow and rest,
rather than be locked up in for twenty-odd
hours a day.”
With Carmen’s pad now so fresh, so
clean, I was sent out with Star – a young
woman undertaking her required practical
experience for her college course with
hopes of working as a marine biologist
some day – to ﬁll the pony’s stable with the
bunnies’ surplus sawdust.
There’s a lot of “reuse, recycle” mentality
going on at the farm, what with budgets
constantly being squeezed and our cashstrapped council having to downsize on
their public spending. Stonebridge relies
on donations of unsellable fruit and
veg from local market-stall holders, the
generosity of time from their volunteers,
and contributions from visitors, so if you do
make it down there with the sprogs, make
sure you plonk a pound or two in the bucket
before you leave.

Stonebridge City Farm, Stone Bridge Road,
NG3 2FR. 0115 950 5113. Open 10am - 4pm
stonebridgecityfarm.com

Rabbits are classed as exotic animals as they’re not
native to this country
Sticking your ﬁnger in a rat’s cage is a bad idea
Rabbits are literally at it like rabbits

Goats always look happy to see you
There is no such thing as a baby lamb
Kevin the tortoise’s temperature must not ﬂuctuate
If a rabbit gets hot, you need to squirt its ears with water

I’ve always been a gardener. I had an allotment in Sneinton and it
evolved from there. I always thought I’d end up being a designer; I first
came to the East Midlands to be a textile stylist and got a job with a
company in Long Eaton but it folded, and that’s when I got into the
gardening thing.
As well as designing gardens for schools and private clients, I do thirty
hours a week at the community garden. Every day here is different, but
it basically revolves around making sure everyone has a job to do. We
grow, we weed, we clean out the chickens, that sort of thing. And we
drink tea. Gardeners drink a lot of tea.

illustration: Alex McDougall

I work with people of all ages, from all different kinds of backgrounds.
We have a weekly after-school club with a bunch of five- to eight-year
olds, and we have people of all ages participate in our volunteer groups
four times a week. I come across a real variety of people. Nottingham
folk in all their guises, and interesting people from other countries.
There’s such a wonderful plethora of people who come through the
gate, because gardening is something you can communicate through
even if you don’t speak the same language.
Anyone can come and get stuck in; if you can breathe, I’ll make you pick
up a tool and work. There’s a chance for everyone to be involved, so I
try to get everyone who comes along motivated, even if they don’t want
to be outside. I must be doing something right, because a few of our
volunteers have been coming back for years.
The thing I enjoy the most about my job is that it’s so varied; you don’t
know what’s going to happen from one day to the next, which makes it
fun. You have to have a lot of patience, which can be draining at times,
but I work with a fantastic group of people, both staff and volunteers,
so it’s always a laugh. The thing I dislike the most? That I’m not paid
enough to own a Ferrari. Though I wouldn’t get a rake in one anyway, so
it wouldn’t work.
All our fruit and vegetables are organically grown. We grow by the
moon, too, which sounds a bit hippyish, but it basically means we use
the cycles of the moon to influence our planting, sowing and harvesting.
I think my favourite vegetable is the aubergine; they’re beautiful. They
have beautiful flowers, too, but when you touch them they’re quite
spikey, which keeps people off them. They grow the most lovely fruit;
you can’t beat a baked aubergine, it’s one of my favourite dishes.
So tasty.
We grow the things our community wants. If someone comes in and
says, “I really want some mooli or doodhis,” then we’ll try and grow
them. We draw the line at guava and pineapple, though we do have
loads of fruit growing here, and we try to grow as much world food as
we can. We grow things like callaloo, and pumpkins from all over the
world. We have a big polytunnel so we can extend our growing season;
we have lemons, peaches, apricots, chillies, tomatoes and all sorts
in there.
Outside, we have things like sweetcorn, cabbage and squashes; all the
things you might see in your regular fruit and veg garden. They’re all
sold, too, and it’s really low cost. You can come and pick it with us out
on the plot, or pick it off the trees. We sell to Sat Bains’ restaurant and
deliver it there ourselves, too. If somewhere is within the city and we
can cycle there, we’ll do it, though we try to say no if it’s an uphill route.
If it’s not nailed down, we’ll sell it.
There are loads of things I’ve tried to grow and failed. Chickpeas were a
complete and utter failure. My advice would be to buy them in tins, it’s
much easier. Cabbages don’t do very well here, either. I love cabbage
so much, but some of those spring cabbages look like spring weeds,
so they don’t really work. There are lots of things now that we can’t
grow because of various pests and diseases that have come up from the
south. It’s the southerners’ fault that we have things like leek moss.
I’m Welsh, and I can’t grow my own country’s vegetable, which I’m
gutted about.
Prince Charles popped over to the gardens once, and I’ve never seen
the place so tidy. They cut the trees and swept the streets in the
Meadows about three times a week before he came. Then all these
people I’d never met pretended to be our friends and turned up at the
gardens – you know, Prince Charles fans – which I thought was really
bizarre. Then he arrived and he was just really normal. Though he did
have sausage fingers. That’s the main thing I remember about him; his
fingers were like Cumberland sausages.
We won an award for our voluntary services, too. That was another
royal thing, and that doesn’t mean I’m a royalist, but I did get to take
some of my volunteers to the Queen’s Garden Party at Buckingham
Palace. It was a great accolade, and was so good to be able to say “It’s
because of you that we can do this.”
At the end of the day, when everyone’s gone, there’s a bench on the
other side of the community garden’s building, and sometimes I just
sit there and meditate. I need it sometimes, especially in the summer
months when it’s crazy. I shut the gates at 6pm and take a few on me
special bench. That, or go home and drink a beer in my own garden. Or
a gin… I like gin.
On a personal level, I’d like to develop my garden design skills, but
when it comes to these gardens, I just want them to remain here for
the next fifteen to twenty years. A lot of community projects are dying
because there’s no funding for them, but this one is so well-loved,
looked after and known by so many, I just want it to survive, whether
I’m here or not.

Arkwright Meadows Community Gardens, Kirkby Gardens, NG2 2HZ.
0115 986 7777
amcgardens.co.uk
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How Do You
Like Them Apples?
words: LP Mills
illustration: Leosaysays

Sometimes, Nottingham’s history can lead you down
unexpected rabbit holes. This is one of them. Stretching from
a young lady’s garden in the 1800s to the suburbs of modernday Japan, right into a utopian future straight out of science
fiction, this is the story of Nottingham’s most successful fruit:
the Bramley apple.
Our journey begins in Southwell during
the early nineteenth century. In 1809, a
pip planted by Mary Ann Brailsford grew
into a tree that bore strange fruit. The
apples were large, hardy and sour, which
drew the attention of seventeen-year-old
Henry Merryweather, a local gardener and
nurseryman who offered to take cuttings
from the tree and cultivate them in his own
nursery. As Brailsford had sold the property
and the original tree to her son-in-law
Bramley, Merryweather was asked to name
the new breed in the lad’s honour.
Merryweather became a bit of a celebrity
in the world of agriculture, with his stock
of apple seedlings going on to become an
immediate success. The apples received an
award of merit from the Royal Horticultural
Society in 1876, and in a 1914 volume of The
Garden, it’s noted that “there is scarcely an
organisation in and around Southwell that
has not benefited by his presence.”
Merryweather was very much enamoured,
describing his apple stock as “beautiful”
and “very fine” in his notes. It’s clear the
man felt an enormous kinship with his
stock; in 1893, he claimed to have “known
this splendid apple [for] forty years” and
spoke to Brailsford’s son-in-law Bramley on
many occasions about how the original tree
birthed the “finest apple ever produced.”
These days, Henry Merryweather’s great
grandson Roger organises an annual
Bramley apple festival to continue the
apple love.
In 2015, the Bramley apple was given
protected status by the European
Commission as a pie filling. A staple of
sauces, jams, chutneys and crumbles, its

tangy flavour and versatile usage has seen it
shipped all over, and it’s this global success
that takes us down perhaps the most
unexpected burrow in this particular rabbit
hole: The Bramley Apple Fan Club, based in
Obuse, Japan.
Mr Arai, the first chairman of the Royal
Horticultural Society in Japan, discovered
the apple baked into a pie in a London
restaurant. For Arai, it was a game changer.
Born on an apple farm, Arai was used to
more conventional Japanese apples like
the Fuji; naturally sweet, shapely, and red.
Here he met an apple radically different to
anything he’d known, and fell in love. Just
as Merryweather saw potential in those
first few cuttings of the original tree, Arai
believed that the Bramley apple would
revolutionise Japanese horticulture. He took
samples to his farm in Obuse and within a
few years was growing his own stock.
“Japanese apple farmers had been facing
many of the same problems as farmers in
the UK,” says Kimi Mizuno, a spokesperson
for the Bramley Apple Fan Club and one
of its founding members. “Too much work,
not enough pay, ageing farmers and fewer
people able to work in the industry. We
believe the Bramley apple may help. Some
bakeries have even started using it as their
first apples of the season, and many people
are learning more about apples and other
kinds of fruits through the Bramley.”
It took a while for the apple to catch on in
Japanese cuisine; as Kimi says, the Bramley
was viewed as a cheap, low quality apple:
“British apple pie was a big culture shock!
It’s so different to what we have here.”
Eventually, the fan club were able to

challenge the Bramley’s reputation in Japan
and, with the help of the British Embassy,
the apple soon became a key ingredient in
Japanese cuisine. It kick-started Japan’s hard
cider boom and was introduced by more
experimental Japanese chefs as a central
part of curries, sushi and even pizza.
The fan club, founded in 2006 by Kimi
and her colleagues Sachiko Enomoto and
Yumiko Fujiwara, seeks to spread the love
for this humble apple across Japan and the
world at large. “When we started the blog,
we promised three things,” Kimi tells me.
“Do not compare, do not criticise, do
not deny.”
As the Royal Horticultural Society of Japan
has since disbanded, the Bramley Apple Fan
Club has become something of a passion
project for Kimi and her fellow apple
enthusiasts. “We love plants and we run
the fan club as a hobby,” she says. “It must
seem strange to you because in the UK
these apples are as common as potatoes,
but the taste, smell, and texture were so
different from any kinds of apples we have
in Japan.”
In 2012, members of the club visited
Southwell to see the original tree. Apple
producer and deeply passionate Bramley
fan Hiroki Tomioka told the BBC at the time,
“I’m trying to popularise the Bramley apple
in Japan. I’m so impressed with the tree, I
nearly cried.”
During their trip, members of the fan
club even went on to meet with Celia
Stevens, the great-granddaughter of Henry
Merryweather and avid Bramley historian.
“I’ve been successful in encouraging the
fan club to visit Britain on two occasions,”
Celia says. “I’ve enjoyed showing them what
we have here, and the apple’s history. That
includes the history of Nottingham, and its
wider implications; after all, the Bramley
apple has spread far and wide.”
When I mentioned that I’d made contact
with Celia, Kimi tells me that “Celia-san is
my engine. She inspires me to keep

going.” The fan club has also worked
extensively with Nottinghamshire’s cultural
scene, making appearances at Roger
Merryweather’s annual Bramley Apple
Festival and championing the fruit’s
spread worldwide.
Nottingham Trent University are buying
the first tree, as well as the cottage once
owned by Bramley: “If all goes through
as planned,” Nottingham Trent University
representatives stated in October 2017,
“horticulture staff and students from the
university’s School of Animal, Rural and
Environmental Sciences would carry out an
initial assessment of the tree. They would
then set about carefully tending it with the
aim of prolonging its life.” Celia Stevens
says she’s also “naturally keen to support
any action to preserve the heritage that
goes with this famous and well-loved tree,
which is in desperate need of care.”
Professor Robert Mortimer, the Dean of
Nottingham Trent University’s School of
Animal, Rural and Environmental Sciences,
says the original tree will “inevitably perish
due to disease” but increasingly advanced
methods will help the tree’s future to be a
long and healthy one. In 2009, Professor
Ted Cocking of the University of Nottingham
used tissue cultures to create clones of
the tree, twelve of which now thrive in the
University’s Millennium Garden. In 2009,
Cocking said: “Being able to clone the
original Bramley apple tree is a wonderful
example of how plant biotechnology
has helped us to preserve, for ourselves
and future generations, what was a gift
of nature.”
From its roots as a young girl’s hobby, to its
rise to fame as Japan’s favourite delicious
dark horse, all the way to its position as
the fruit of the future, the humble Bramley
apple is a perfect example of the county’s
continued and unforeseen influence on the
world at large. So the next time you tuck
into an apple pie or dollop a spoonful of
Bramley sauce on your pork chops, take a
little time to savour it. After all, it’s come a
long way.

Notts: Sustainable

Loads of folk are working tirelessly to make our city a greener place. Here are some ways
to help reduce your negative impact on the environment, and the local organisations leading
the sustainable way…
Waste

The average UK household produces more than a tonne of
waste every year and, on average, only 45% gets recycled.
The rest is bound to a life in landﬁll, the incinerator or ﬂoating
aimlessly through the ocean. It’s scary stuﬀ, so some are
attempting to live without producing any waste. The zerowaste lifestyle started to gain popularity after the release of
Bea Johnson’s 2013 book, Zero Waste Home: The Ultimate
Guide to Simplifying Your Life. Her basic advice for a zero
waste life is to tap into the ﬁve Rs: refuse, reduce, reuse,
recycle and rot.
Refusing what you do not need and reducing what you do
can be fairly simple, but many draw a blank when it comes to
reusing things we already own. Nottingham Fixers want to
lead us towards a ﬁx-not-throw-away mindset with the help of
their pop-up repair cafes. A group of volunteers oﬀer up their
skills to help ﬁx small electrical items, jewellery, clothing, bikes
and whatever else the public may bring in. Sarah Maloy has
been organising and co-running the Fixers for the past year,
and so far they’ve held three successful events.
After studying ecology and gaining a PhD in water pollution, Sarah worked in sustainable
development before becoming a part-time teacher, a position that enables her to dedicate
time to both Nottingham Fixers and the Zero Waste Nottingham Facebook group.
Fixers was originally set up in 2014, but with a lack of volunteers and supporters, it became
dormant. “I wanted to get it back oﬀ the ground again because people need the opportunity
to learn these skills. There are lots of skills in our community which we can share, and it also
means we aren’t throwing things away that can actually be repaired or reused; we’re keeping
things out of landﬁll,” says Sarah.
Repair cafes are just one way to reduce waste. The Remarkable Recycling Gala, previously
part of Sherwood Art Week, showcases artists who use recycled materials to create. Plus,
Jackie Ward has recently opened a micro-gallery in Brinsley called The Hard To Find Gallery,
with a focus on upcycled art. As a “material-led” artist, she scours car boot sales and accepts
donated items from friends. “Prior to working this way, I worked in textiles and if I ran out
of something, I’d just go to the shop to buy more. But when things are ﬁnite, everything is
valued. People like to help and are always giving me things they consider junk: pop sticks,
MOT certiﬁcates, cutlery. They know they’re saving things from landﬁll, but they’re also
intrigued to see what I might be able to make.”
While most of us try hard to separate paper, tin cans and recyclable plastics from our
regular waste, there’s a simple way we can reduce our waste count, and potentially
eliminate the use of harmful chemicals and pesticides in the future of farming. The
ﬁnal R, “rot”, otherwise known as composting, means turning kitchen scraps into
a nutritionally and minerally rich fertiliser, which is a non-toxic, safe alternative to
harmful synthetic fertilisers.
Anna de la Vega founded community interest company The Urban Worm to promote
local agriculture and encourage people to harness the power of earthworms in their
composting. At her workshops, you learn how to build your own small-scale worm
farm that you can use to turn food waste into a high-quality product – known as
worm castings or topsoil – which can be used on your plants and crops.
Worms can produce one inch of topsoil in ﬁve years; it would take nature over
500 years to do the same. By feeding your worms peelings from vegetables and
used teabags, you’re giving back to the earth what you have taken from it. “The
world only has sixty years of topsoil left, so this is an emergency
situation,” says Anna. “People really need to start thinking about growing in the
city, even if it’s on a very small scale. You don’t need a garden to compost with
worms, anyone can do it.”

Food

With her ﬁngers in all sorts of sustainable pies, Sarah Maloy (Nottingham Fixers, Zero Waste
Nottingham), and Kimberley Tew, owner of the UK’s ﬁrst plastic-free online shop Plastic-free
Pantry, have started a plastic-free pop-up store at THiNK in Cobden Chambers. Customers
can stock up on stuﬀ like lentils, dried fruit, coﬀee, and loose-leaf tea, but must bring their
own Tupperware, cloth bags and jars.
“A number of people said it would be great to have a shop in Nottingham where we could
shop without packaging,” says Sarah. “I looked through my bin and saw it was all packaging
for pasta, rice and porridge. I thought that if I was having trouble buying these things in
sustainable packaging or using my own, then other people will feel the same as well.”
Sarah and Kim held the ﬁrst pop-up in March and had an overwhelmingly positive response,
with people travelling from all over the East Midlands to attend. They’re now
planning to run the pop-up regularly. While buying food in bulk may
cost more in the short-term than grabbing a packet of pasta from a
supermarket shelf, in the long term you’ll ﬁnd that you can save
money and drastically reduce your plastic consumption.
Nottingham has limited options when it comes to shopping
sustainably, but the Nottingham Food Assembly is a great
place to start. Customers can choose from over 300 products
that’ve been locally produced, including Robin Hood Veg from
Mapperley and sweet treats from Small Food Bakery, with the
food having travelled an average distance of just ﬁfteen miles.
All orders are made via their website from Friday to Tuesday, and
customers then head to Primary Gallery on a Thursday night to collect
their food. There are three main beneﬁts to shopping this way: the food is
harvested, baked or bottled on the day it’s collected with no extra preservatives or additives;
you’re supporting local business, as 90p of every pound spent stays in the local economy;
and all ingredients have been sourced and packaged ethically, organically and as locally as
possible.

Moderation

After reading Zero Waste Home, attempting the lifestyle herself, and setting up Zero Waste
Nottingham on Facebook, Sarah discovered the importance of having a place to talk, share
tips, support and learn from each other. “We’re not one of those families that has a single jar
to put our waste in just yet,” she says. “We are limited by where we live and therefore what we
can do. But, generally, we’re down to less than one bin bag over two weeks.”
Sustainability is about adopting change that’s feasible in the long-run; it ain’t all gonna
change overnight. “I ﬁrst started by doing plastic-free July a couple of years ago, and we were
deprived in many ways,” says Sarah. “I just said ‘We’re not having anything, we’re not having
crisps, we’ll make things instead’ but that’s really exhausting and not sustainable. We’re not
martyrs either. You’ve got to put the health and safety of your family ﬁrst. To me, sustainability
is also about sustaining yourself as a person; eating good food and slowing your life down.
It’s about doing the best that you can, taking the steps you can and being conscious.”
Finding the balance between being easy and being green is the key. Do you need that plastic
bottle? Did you remember your reusable cup for the coﬀee shop in the morning? Think twice
about buying the broccoli with a plastic wrap instead of the one roaming free, and consider
cutting out single-use plastic like straws and cutlery completely. These small changes won’t
make a drastic change to your life, but will have a proper lasting eﬀect on our environment.

words: Emily Thursﬁeld
illustrations: Raphael Achache

Green-Thumbed Boggers in Notts
Sharing Sherwood
Based at the Methodist
church, this lot cook up
surplus food donated
by supermarkets into a
three-course meal for the
community. Served on
every second Sunday of the
month, the meal costs a
minimum donation of £2.50
for adults and £1.50 for
kids, with all proﬁts made
going towards Nottingham
food banks.
Green Festival
Each year, the fest ﬁlls the
Arboretum with stalls from
businesses, craftworkers,
campaigners and food
producers to educate folk
on all green matters. It’s
organised by communitybased volunteers and will
take place on Sunday 16
September this year.

Skillshare
These sessions down at
Primary Gallery encourage
conversation about sharing
the resources available
in our community. Each
month’s workshop gives
you the opportunity to meet
new people, and learn new
skills like whipping up salad
dressings or beeswax body
balms. Get down, share
some knowledge, have a
laugh, and get to know the
self-suﬀicient communiteh.
Greening in Beeston
Beeston residents can
thank this lot for the fact
they are saving roughly
75,000kg of carbon dioxide
and 115,000 litres of water
per year. Running regular
events and campaigns, they
are a valuable resource to
the people of this city.

Foodprint
Run by students from
UoN and members of
Enactus, Foodprint in
Sneinton collects wasted
food from supermarkets,
local businesses and
wholesalers, and sells
it on for less. Their
social supermarket also
works closely with local
allotments to collect
surplus produce and oﬀers
a discount scheme for
those who need the food
the most.
Ecoworks
This community garden
sits in the heart of St Anns,
spans over ten allotment
plots, and allows visitors
to try their hand at organic
gardening, eco-crafting,
wildlife conservation and
campﬁre cooking.

Melting Pot
Food & Culture Festival
Saturday 12 May, 12pm – 5pm / DROP IN – FREE
The Forest Tram Stop / www.nae.org.uk

interview: Caroline Barry
illustration: Ben Blacknall

With a growing number of young people identifying as gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender or queer, it’s important to explain
identity in an inclusive way. Troy Jenkinson, a headteacher at a Leicestershire primary school, has written a heartwarming and
funny kids’ book – The Best Mummy Snails in the Whole Wide World – which aims to do just that. We asked him about the hows
and whys of the publication, and here’s what he had to say…
The issue of diversity in our schools is growing. Stonewall, an English organisation dedicated
to LGBTQ+ rights, released a report in 2017 that says 45% of LGBTQ+ students have
experienced homophobic bullying, with the same percentage of the victims never telling
anyone about it.
When I started working at my new school, I was informed by a governor that a child in the
school had been picked on for having two mums. I can’t abide by bullying, so I decided to do
something about it. At the same time, I found some individuals were using the word “gay” as
an insult. Stonewall estimates that seven in ten children hear phrases like “That’s so gay” or
“You’re so gay” in school.
I read Justin Richardson and Peter Parnell’s picture book, And Tango Makes Three, which
explores the issue, and decided to talk to the students about same-sex parents in families,
which seemed to eradicate the problem. Then, in September 2016, a similar problem occurred
with a younger child who had two mums. I knew how well the first book went down with the
kids because it was based on animals, and having searched for a book with two animal mums
in a same-sex relationship, found there was nothing out there. I went away and wrote The Best
Mummy Snails in the Whole Wide World for one of my teachers to share in an assembly, and
she loved it. She suggested I get it published, and so the journey began.
I chose snails for three reasons. Firstly, children relate well to domesticated animals. Secondly,
we’d just introduced a snail as a class pet in our school. Lastly, snails lay eggs, making the
births a bit easier to explain.
Attitudes have changed for the better since I was at school, but I think we’re still working
in the shadows of Section 28; the infamous law that prevented schools from “promoting
homosexuality.” Most other workplaces have anti-discrimination guidance to support their
staff but, until now, education has been left behind.
The children themselves don’t appear to have any issues with the subject when it’s brought up,
and it’s helpful to be able to inform parents that schools now have a duty to teach about the
protected characteristics of the Equalities Act (2010). I feel so passionately about this that I’ve
recently worked with a working party from my union, the NAHT, to produce national guidance
for schools to support LGBTQ+ staff, and have planned a range of educational activities for
teachers that can be found for free on my website.
Initially, I searched for publishers and found a couple of companies who offered me a
contributory contract for my book as I was a novice writer. Effectively, they wanted me to
pay a substantial amount and then I’d earn royalties back from each book sold. I’d lose all
rights to my book, and found I wouldn’t have creative control of my work. After speaking to
another author, I opted to self-publish through CreateSpace. This allows my book to be sold on
Amazon, and a couple of independent bookshops have agreed to stock my book – including
Five Leaves Bookshop and Gay’s The Word, London – but to get my book into mainstream
bookshops requires a distributor, so I’m now approaching literary agents to try to get my book
more widely available.

Ben Blacknall created the artwork for me. I spoke to him about the concept and he
immediately created the prototype characters. I loved them. This was another reason for
opting to self-publish as I knew exactly what I wanted the book to look like, and I knew I
wanted him to do the illustrations. He’s just started the prototypes for my new book, The
Happiest Axolotls in the Whole Wide World, which tells the tale of a relationship growing
between a mottled and an albino axolotl, who find that despite the differences in their
outward appearances, they both have the same needs and fears. I have two other finished
stories: one about tackling racism, and one that considers and teaches children the value of
money. I’ve also got ideas about lots of other stories that challenge perceptions of anxiety,
disability, the perceived stigma of high intelligence, and bereavement.

Most other workplaces have anti-discrimination
guidance to support their staff but, until now,
education has been left behind
I’ve had some lovely feedback from parents and grandparents who’ve bought The Best
Mummy Snails in the Whole Wide World for their children. One parent said that her little ones
loved it and she thought it sent out a great message of peace and love.
The best suggestion I have for any parent wishing to share my book with their child is to spend
time reading it with them and asking them what they think of the story. Let the children lead
the conversation. When I shared it in an assembly, I asked the children to think about the moral
of the story. A year-six boy put his hand up and said, “It’s easy to explain the moral of the story.
Love is love. It doesn’t matter if you have two parents of the same sex, or parents of different
sexes, they still give you love.” I thought that was very profound. If this is the message I can get
across to all the readers of my book, I’ll be really happy.
troyjenkinson.com

Congratulations on being
appointed Britain's new
Canal Laureate!
Thanks! My previous residencies
have been mostly in icy Arctic
environments, so it’s good to turn
my attention closer to home: the
2,000 miles of waterways in the UK.
It’s an honour to be appointed by
The Poetry Society and the Canal &
River Trust.

One of Nancy Campbell’s
first commissions as Britain’s
new Canal Laureate is a poem
celebrating Nottingham and
Beeston Canal.
interview: Aly Stoneman
illustration: Emmy Smith

Your new poem, Elements,
was first performed as part of
Enchanted Water, a Light Night
event showcasing the Nottingham
and Beeston Canal...
I’d been thinking about canals as
a locus of change – the world has
changed loads over their 200 years
of existence – and I was invited by
CRT East Midlands to consider the
canal’s past and present life. Chinese
New Year celebrations suggested a
structure for Elements based around
the Wu Xing or Five Elements – fire,
water, wood, earth, metal – and how
they manifest in the canal’s story.
For Enchanted Water, Castle Wharf
was illuminated by contemporary

artworks, archive films and puppet
performances as part of the
Nottingham Narrowboat Project.
I loved travelling along the canal
with people who’d come to hear
the poetry.
What are your plans for the
year ahead?
I’m working on a poem about rain,
which’ll be sprayed onto surfaces
around the canal network using
hydroponic paint, and in July I’m
planning a cross-country kayak
journey from Liverpool to Goole.
Any book recommendations?
I’d highly recommend ElizabethJane Burnett’s brilliant collection
Swims. I’m currently reading
Maggie Nelson’s Something Bright,
Then Holes which poet Kaddy
Benyon recommended; it includes
a sequence, The Canal Diaries,
observations of Brooklyn’s
Gowanus Canal.

To discover more about the
Nottingham and Beeston Canal, visit
the Canalside Heritage Centre at
Beeston Lock.

canalsideheritagecentre.org.uk

Travellers on this Wooden vessel, let me tell you a story of Fire and Water and finding Funds (by
which I mean, finding Gold) and how these elements meet between two steep banks of Earth.
Money is both paper and metal // Paper the parliamentary act on which long ago my making was passed / and
paper for the loans of investors / and yet more paper for their debts // And metal the chain slung across my waves
by the toll keeper at Lenton / and the coins that changed hands there before barges could breach me / to ship iron
ore along me, drawn by strong horses // And the jigs and cranes and pulleys clanking on city wharves so boaters’
backs would not be broken // and the salvage raised by kids who trawl with magnets for treasure, those who need
treasure / and pennies thrown into the cut for luck by those who don’t // And metal the rails laid down with rivets
and the wheels of the trains upon them / marking a new line across the land / and so turns my story...
For once I outshone the roads / the dust roads with their potholes, the drove roads, the pack roads / before rail
overtook me // And land was the start of me / was here long before me / the earth sliced and shovelled and
wheeled off in barrows / men’s energy spent on a long empty hollow // The Trent – my old rival – snakes away
southwards // A river makes its own way, whereas I was surveyed / my purpose debated / planned / I was wanted
// From Meadow Lane to Beeston Lock / I keep my course between these banks / you won’t find an oxbow eroding
over ages here, rather a right angle that stays true / I’m on the map now, a landless landmark // And earth was my
cargo too / I brought flint to the potteries / carried ceramics back / and rarely a vessel cracked // The clay from
local pits made bricks that built my bridges // The city grew up / and held me in its red-brick hug...
And there was always fire, even so close to water / I was only a spark in Jessop’s eye, when the blasts in the pits
were echoed by distant fusillades / and barely begun, when England declared war with France // I was designed for
one world, but finished in a new one // Coal came by butty from Strelley and Billborough to fuel the factories /
while fire fomented in workers’ hearts // And fire spreads fast // One day at Wilford Street wharf a laughing
boatman passed a hot clinker from his own furnace to a boat loaded with gunpowder, thinking just to share a spark
/ the explosion made waves / sank boats / shook the streets to the market place / as if a dragon stirred in the caves
// Warehouses crumbled / and were built again // and now it is Firefox and Flash Player that gleam behind the
office windows...
And so to wood, and all that floats on water / I’ve learned to love the lighter hulls of fibreglass / to let pontoons
and playboats float upon me / though my first boats were built from timber at Trevethick’s yard / strips of oak and
iroko soaked and curved // the forests that once hid outlaws, now setting them free // trees understand my speed
// I flow past yards stacked with willow planks for cricket bats // I slip through the wooden gates of Castle Lock /
that govern like the hands of clocks / your time, my water level / and emerge where saplings shade the towpath
and blackberries grow wild / and anglers cast invisible lines for fish / and dogs run after half-imagined sticks...
You can see my whole reach from the sky / as a plane descends or as a raindrop falls / the old maps told it so // my
course shaped like a farmer’s crook / guiding old sheep to the market, new sheep from the lab // Or if you prefer,
liken my line to a giant curving kirby grip from Boots / I still like to keep things in place // A sure shortcut, not a
shallow distraction // A day turns and you note morning and evening / a year turns and you mark its beginning and
ending / and all the time I travel / like a slackline walker I keep moving / without movement / is no progress //
Sometimes sprightly / sometimes silty / sometimes sluggish / I flow on / from cock-crow to swan-song.

This poem was written for the Nottingham & Beeston Canal on Nottingham Light Night 2018. Many thanks to The Poetry
Society and the Canal & River Trust for print permissions. To check out more poetry inspired by our Waterways, visit the
Waterlines website.
waterlines.org.uk
poetrysociety.org.uk
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Concrete Jungle
interview: Aly Stoneman
photos: Tom Morley

Nottingham for
Nature is a creative
campaign project which
aims to shine a spotlight
on green issues and the
natural environment in
Nottingham.

Spring is in the air, but when was the last time you saw a butterﬂy or bumblebee in Market Square?
We tracked down Trish Evans, Audience Development Manager at Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust,
to ﬁnd out how their Nottingham for Nature campaign is addressing conservation issues in the city...
Why should we be concerned about wildlife and nature in
Nottingham?
Wildlife in urban centres is often compromised. Like other UK cities,
Nottingham has its fair share of concrete development, which can take
over from green spaces and wildlife habitats. Nottingham’s cityscape is
mainly a grey-scape, and aerial images show only small scatterings of
disconnected islands of wildlife habitat. We don’t want Nottingham to
become a wildlife desert. Improving its habitat and nature will improve
the health of current communities and
future generations.
How is Nottingham For Nature addressing these issues?
It’s a creative campaign project that aims to shine a spotlight on green
issues in Nottingham. We speciﬁcally wanted to channel the energy and
passion of young people; to make an impact, give them a voice, and
present an opportunity to make a real diﬀerence here.
The campaign hit the streets at the start of the year...
One aim was to use the power of the written word to inﬂuence positive
change and political policy. Our “Keeping It Wild” team collaborated
with creative writers, printers, photographers, and a ﬁlmmaker, exploring
innovative approaches to highlighting key conservation issues. The young
people put together twelve campaign poems and images – displayed
on advertising platforms and billboards across the city – and the
Nottingham for Nature manifesto, a document which Nottinghamshire
Wildlife Trust is now adopting as a future strategy for the city.

Every campaign needs a glitzy launch...
Ours was a Nottingham for Nature Question Time-style event held at
Nottingham Council House, with a panel of national and local decision
makers, leaders and campaigners – including the Lord Mayor of
Nottingham – and an audience of 150 teenagers from across the city.
Nottingham’s Young Poet Laureate, Georgina Wilding, presented the
manifesto, and the event included poetry performances, short ﬁlms
and debate.
What’s next?
We’ve just “planted the seed” of this project, and we aim to activate the
Nottingham For Nature manifesto in our city throughout the year, as part
of our future strategy to make a real diﬀerence and provide a positive
legacy. Leading up to the summer, our Keeping It Wild team will be
visiting London to hand in our manifesto and campaign in person to the
UK’s national political leaders and local MPs.
How can people get involved?
Young people living across Nottinghamshire can get involved in Keeping
It Wild by attending weekly meetings where group members support
each other with project development and creative activities, and take
part in regular wildlife conservation volunteering across our reserves.
Find out more by following Willow Fox on Facebook, and by following
the hashtag #nottinghamfornature on Instagram. Or you can contact our
project leader Laura Bacon on 0115 958 8242 or lbacon@nottswt.co.uk.
nottinghamshirewildlife.org.uk

Wild Notts
Wordmash Poems

TWILD (tidy + wild)
To stop treating wild ﬂowers as wild litter

YARDOWS (yard + meadows)
To create wildlife meadows across our city

Neat vs Alive;
our pollinators survive
on plants we call weeds.

Butterﬂy buﬀets replace
nectarless slabs of grey
beneath our feet.

URBITATS (urban + habitats)
When all future development connects
city life with wildlife

TREATHE (trees + breathe)
Trees are critical to our survival

Create growing spaces
in municipal places;we can all play a part.

Choking on exhaust fumes
but it could be diﬀerent;
breathing the breath of trees.

OPPORTUNITREES (opportunities + trees)
To secure and develop Nottingham’s
unused spaces for nature

LEAFLECTION (leaf + reﬂection)
Recognising the importance of nature and
taking action to ensure it has a future

Leaf-leapers require
connecting canopies
for nature’s high-ﬂyers!

Dreaming under leaves
in parks and streets; sheltering
beneath your favourite tree.

WILDSOLATION (wildlife + isolation)
Making sure that city planning always connects
green with green

SWANDER (swan + wander)
The enjoyment of strolling through a
green space in the city

Isolated populations
cannot survive; create
a network and they will thrive.

Encountering nature
makes us feel alive,
eyes wide with wonder.

FORESTORIC (forest + historic)
To replant, instead of uprooting our city’s
legendary heritage

RIVACTION (river + action)
Protecting the wellbeing of our city’s
waterways for wildlife

Re-wilding the city
oak by oak is the Major task!

Make riverbanks green
From the Trent to the Leen;
Free ﬂow of otters, like water.

ROOFLORA (roof + ﬂora)
A future where Nottingham is the UK’s green roof capital
Gardens on the roofs;
nature at the top of life,
where the sun hits ﬁrst.

CHORYPT (chorus + crypt)
A city plan to replace dead silence with birdsong
Ringtones, alarms and traﬀic
– our city’s dawn chorus –
but can you hear the birds?

These poems were written by Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust’s Keeping it Wild Youth Group

life on alfreton road
We don’t really do Alfreton Road any more. Not like Arthur Seaton
did in Saturday Night Sunday Morning, bingeing in the bars where “the
eﬀect of a week's monotonous graft in the factory was swilled out of
your system in a burst of goodwill.” Not like the workers who ground
away in the sweatshops of an earlier, even darker day and, dirty and
spent, spilled out by the thousands into the cobbled streets when the
big bell went.
Believe it or not – or ask your parents – Alfreton
Road was once a highstreet to rival any in the city
centre for verve and identity. Every high-street bank
had a branch up there; it was a hip strip for clothes
and record shops; it teemed with people of all class
and status; it was a magnet for rock and blues fans
and musicians from all over the country; and it
boasted the “toughest pub crawl in Nottingham.”
Details of that past remain. The Sir John Borlase
Warren isn’t going anywhere (this writer hopes),
and the facade above the Rose & Crown pub hasn’t
quite faded yet, even though the life has long
left the old lounge downstairs. In the hinterland
between Alfreton Road and Ilkeston Road, you can
still tick oﬀ the street names of Alan Sillitoe’s iconic
book, to which Nottingham owes so much. And
while the students who inhabit the posh converted
factories might not quite get the signiﬁcance of
Raleigh Street, anyone who claims to know their
Nottingham history bloody well should.
Lament the loss of an era if you like. Plenty do. The
day the last factory fell silent was a dark one for
Nottingham. After the workers left, one by one the
banks, shops and pubs began to close; lights and
signs ﬂickered out for good, taps went dry, and
the “piled-up passions” that fuelled a wild age in
Nottingham’s working-class history calmed and
drifted away forever.
But there is life on Alfreton Road.
It might have lost its ready stream of workday
patrons, but through the seventies, eighties and
nineties, Alfreton Road kept its reputation as a
wicked night out. The Running Horse was known
around the country for its exclusive rock and blues
gigs; rumours persist that The Rolling Stones and
Jimi Hendrix once played there. “That’s a load of
rubbish,” says Rob Gibson who now owns the pub;
“The Runner” as it’s known to those in the know. But
the pub did pull in some serious names if you know
your music: John Otway, and Mott the Hoople’s Ian
Hunter, to name two.
“There used to be a pub on every corner,” says Rob.
“The street got a reputation as the heaviest bar
crawl in the Nottingham. It was what you did, you hit
the pubs on Alfreton Road on your way into town.”
“IF YOU BLOODY MADE IT INTO TOWN!” one of the
regulars shouts along the bar.
The Running Horse shut ten years ago. So did The
Falcon across the road, on the ridge of Canning
Circus. The Organ Grinder hadn’t opened yet and
the building was derelict, despite having once been
the home of a star of Alfreton Road’s night scene,
The Red Lion. They’re all open again, and there’s a
new kid on the block: city-centre-style craft bar The
Overdraught, in the building on the corner at the
Canning Circus end. You know, the one that used to
be a fancy dress shop.
But it’s not just the pubs that make Alfreton Road
such a mad mix of life. As the days of factories and
furnaces waned, a new period was beginning. The
fabric of Nottingham has become dramatically more
diverse and exciting because of immigration from
all over the world; Alfreton Road is a rich sample of
that new wave of life.
Now, it’s teeming with character and characters:
Rose the tailor who stitches and sews and cuts
tirelessly in her little red-fronted shop down
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towards Forest Road; the colourful tattooist
who tinkles away at his keyboard in the window of
the shop in between clients; the Kurdish and Turkish
barbers up and down the street; the African, West
Indian, Asian, Middle Eastern restaurant owners;
Music Inn, one of Nottingham’s best guitar shops;
the king of Nottingham urban radio, Kemet FM; and
Nottingham HiFi Centre, which has been selling
audio gear up here since 1968.
If your main interaction with Alfreton Road is
making a taxi driver wait outside Kaya while you
pick up party supplies after a night guzzling pints in
the city centre, then you might’ve missed the fact
that there’s a fantastic Korean takeaway, Caribbean
food shops, an Anatolian social club, an Afghan
and Persian rug shop, a family portrait snapper, a
Jamaican takeaway, and good old Reno’s Italian
(and Eritrean, now).
It’s a scrappy mix, there’s no doubt about it. As well
as all these quirky high points, there are the bookies,
and the iﬀy mobile phone shops. Plus, a fair cross
section of the Nottingham underground seem to
pass through at night. Speaking as someone who
lives just round the corner, it can sometimes feel like
a strange, uninviting strip where people come to get
all their bad behaviour out the way in one go.
But somehow, it works. Alfreton Road is a seam
between the imposing streets and alleys of Radford,
that middle-class playground of tutu-wearing, predrinking students in the Arboretum, Forest Road,
with all its woes, and well-heeled Canning Circus,
where the Park Estate joins Derby Road.
Love or hate the new wave of modern student
housing developments, it is bringing new life to this
part of town. Over the winter just gone, where late
night spot Junktion 7 used to be, the steel skeleton
of a new student housing building gradually took
shape like the hull of the Titanic. It’ll be joined by
another when they ﬁnally knock down that scrotty
old building on the corner of Highurst Street, and
yet another a few doors down from the Runner.
Alfreton Road used to be a self-contained
district in its own right; an outlier of the city centre.
It’s starting to feel like that again. Between the
Sir John, The Falcon, The Running Horse, The
Organ Grinder, The Footman’s Rest and now The
Overdraught, it’s turning into a great night out
in itself. Especially because two of the Turkish
restaurants down the road have had serious
refurbs that make them as good, if not better than,
any restaurant in town. And if some indie clothes
or record shops moved back up the street, it could
suddenly be quite the hip little neighbourhood .
Alfreton Road is a feisty one-oﬀ, but it wouldn’t
be Nottingham if it didn’t have a bit of a hardness
to it. It can feel a little neglected up there on the
hill, though, with only locals dropping by; even the
students tend to give it a miss and head straight
for town.
Next time you’re thinking of having a beer or a meal
in the same old place, why not have a wheeze up
Derby Road instead? Mingle through the ghosts
of the workers that streamed the streets, released
from the monotonous graft of a day in the factory;
and in the ﬁctional footsteps of Arthur Seaton, the
lad, the rebel out for a good time, who mused on life
in this rag-bag on the top of the hill, now waiting to
be discovered again.

words: Benedict Cooper
photos: Jamie-Lee Grady
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THEATRE ROYAL NOTTINGHAM

MON 4 - SAT 9 JUN
0115 989 5555

TRCH.CO.UK

interview: Alison Kirkman

After four years touring the world with hit musical Mamma Mia!, Nottingham duck Sara Poyzer is now smashing it in
London’s West End. She plays Donna Sheridan, a role made famous by Meryl Streep in the ﬁlm, but Sara’s feet remain ﬁrmly
on the ground, and her heart still belongs to Notts...
Did you ever imagine that you’d become a successful actress?
No, I wanted to be a journalist! I was always interested in people and stories; the things that
moved people. Being a features writer was more on my mind when I left school, so I studied
journalism at what used to be South Notts College. Not long afterwards, I got a job at
Nottingham Playhouse as a publicity oﬀicer. I was interested in theatre already, but when I
started working there I was completely immersed. It felt like a punch in the guts when I saw
Saint Petersburg’s Maly Theatre perform Gaudeamus; it’s an extraordinary piece. It was my
lightbulb moment; from then on, I knew I wanted to be on stage.
How long did you work at Nottingham Playhouse?
Five years, I think. My boss knew I really wanted to act, but for me, it felt like too unrealistic
a dream. I joined The Prospect Players amateur dramatics company in Arnold, and the
Carlton Operatic Society, in my teens. Both companies had a huge impact on me. There
were a few individuals who really inspired me; as far as I’m concerned, they were as good
as the professionals I work with now. In those days, becoming an actor wasn’t very high on
the list of job choices for a working-class gal from a mining town. But working with those
people and getting a job at Nottingham Playhouse made me think that I could give it a go.
You trained at the Guildford School of Acting. That’s quite a bus ride from Notts...
The advice I was given was to go to an accredited drama school, and they were all in the
south at the time. I was 24 when I auditioned, so I was relatively late. I didn’t know what to
expect but I liked the college, got a place, and just dived into it. I had a wonderful time.
You’ve been in all sorts since then, from Eastenders to Billy Elliot. Do you ever make it
back to Nottingham?
Working six days a week makes it tricky, but I still have friends and family in Nottingham,
so I come back a few times a year. I’ve also been on stage at Nottingham Playhouse a
few times. The ﬁrst time was in Satin ‘n’ Steel, written by Amanda Whittington, another
Nottingham lass. Then I did All Quiet On The Western Front, with Giles Croft as director. I
was in Forever Young as well, which kept turning up just after Christmas for a few years.
What are your memories of Nottingham from when you were growing up?
I’ve got some really fond memories; Goose Fair, meeting at the lions, hanging around in
town. I was a bit of a rocker in my teens and twenties, so Rock City was my hangout on a
Thursday night; sticky ﬂoors, headbanging to heavy metal, I loved it. Notts still feels like
home, even though I haven’t lived there for a long time. When I go back I’m delighted to

see the culture ﬂourishing, the galleries and theatres thriving. I’m glad to see Rock City still
going strong, too! There’s history on every corner for me in Nottingham: a place I studied, a
place I went for a date, a place I got drunk and danced all night.
You toured with Mamma Mia! for four years. Where was the furthest it took you?
The furthest places were Singapore, Johannesburg, South Korea, and the Philippines. We
went to 33 diﬀerent cities. The longest run was six months in South Korea and the shortest
was something like two weeks in Switzerland. It helped that my husband was in those
shows with me. He played Sam Carmichael, one of Donna’s old ﬂames. There were some
UK dates too, including Nottingham. That was part of the reason I took the fourth year of
the tour; I couldn’t not perform it in my hometown. It completely sold out for two weeks at
the Theatre Royal, and every night I had stacks of friends coming in. It was brilliant, I had
the best time.
You’ve performed Mamma Mia! more than 1,000 times now. Are you bored yet?
I never thought I’d do anything for this long. My mum’s seen the show over forty times!
There’s a lot for me to do, which helps, and I love the fact that I get to sing, dance, cry, and
have a bit of a joke. There’s a good dramatic arc for me to concentrate on, to reﬁne, and to
try and recreate. I’m a perfectionist, so I always feel like there’s a better show in me. That’s
what propels me forward; I always want to do a better job, so I’m not bored yet. The biggest
challenge for me is fatigue; I’m often knackered.
What advice would you give to an aspiring actor?
Firstly, it has to absolutely, categorically be the thing that you want to do more than
anything. If that’s the case, tenacity and stubbornness will help. Take rejection lightly,
because there’s a whole lot of it. I’ve been told “no” constantly. Never stop learning, and
be polite. That sounds trite, but it really matters, and not just in this industry. Reality TV
promotes the idea that you can have something if you just really want it, but it isn’t enough;
you have to do something to achieve it. So roll up your sleeves, learn your craft, keep
contacting people, keep going for stuﬀ. When I was starting out, I set up a theatre company
with my ex-boyfriend called Hard Graft Theatre, because it is hard graft. It’s just a fact.

Sara Poyzer is starring as Donna Sheridan in Mamma Mia! which is now booking until
October. Visit the website or call 0844 482 5115 to book tickets.
mamma-mia.com

pilot theatre and york theatre royal by special arrangement with studio canal present

★★★★
The Times

★★★★
by graham greene
adapted by bryony lavery
Music by Hannah Peel

Tue 15 – Sat 19 May
Graham Greene's classic noir thriller novel adapted for the stage
Box Office 01332 593939
Book Online derbytheatre.co.uk

The Stage

★★★★
The Observer

Derby Theatre is part of

Haggard Cat
Challenger
Album (Earache Records)

Rather listen to the tunes on this page
than read about ‘em? Wrap your tabs
round Sound of the Lion, our dedicated
music podcast. If you want your own tunes
reviewed and you’re from Notts, hit up
leftlion.co.uk/sendusmusic

As any fule kno, the classic lineup
for a half-decent rock band is a
four-piece consisting of guitar, bass,
drums and vocals. After all, it’s the
format that’s stood the test of time:
anything more is too showy, and
anything less just isn’t loud enough.
Right? Wrong. Very wrong. Leaving
trios and the dread spectre of Sting to one side, we’re blessed to be
living through a golden age of rock duos. If the White Stripes, Death
from Above, The Black Keys and Royal Blood have taught us anything,
it’s that two people are more than enough to rock the house down.
That is, if you’ve got the right two people, of course… but I’d suggest
that taking the frontman and the drummer from the infamously
destructive Nottingham hardcore band Heck is a pretty promising
place to start. Freshly signed to the legendary Earache Records, Tom
Marsh and Matt Reynolds are now ready to unleash Haggard Cat’s
ferocious debut album into an undeserving world. Right from the
opening blast of The Patriot, it’s clear that these boys have got some
major musical muscle and they’re not afraid to use it. These songs
are absolute sleaze-blues smash-metal stompers, and the album is a
belter. It’s not exactly subtle, but this certainly isn’t brainless onepaced thrash either. There’s even a bit of wonky brass on closing track
High Roller. What more could you possibly want? As the band say
themselves, the future is going to be loud. Wear protection. Tim Sorrell
haggardcat.com

94 Gunships
Tooth Rattle
EP (Wire & Wool Records)

Filth Collins
Skinlover Split
7” (Vetala Productions)

Tooth Rattle is the follow-up to the gravelly
blues collective 94 Gunships’ debut EP, 2015’s
Dead Bees. Steadily gigging for the past
three years has paid off, and their sophomore
release has the band sounding tighter than
ever. The opening song and title track sets the
scene: menacing, rumbling bass, snarling, surfy guitars, the whole thing
sounding like it’s soaked in bourbon and Tom Waits records. Good
Book continues in a similar vein, while the band takes us to Mexico
in Loretta, with its flamenco-infused rhythms, giving way to a rowdily
chanted chorus and a desert-scorching guitar solo. The fourth and final
track, Guts, builds on everything that’s come before it, nailing it onto a
toe-tapping skiffle rhythm. Tooth Rattle will have you reaching for the
nearest bottle of tequila. Paul Klotschkow
94gunships.co.uk

Heavy, brutal and oppressive; the funnily
titled Filth Collins take no prisoners on this
split EP with fellow noisemongers Skinlover.
They breathlessly charge headfirst into their
side of this release like a freight train powered
by rocket fuel, getting through ten songs in
under three minutes. With the ferocity of the band’s playing, and the
pummelling, almost-oppressive volume, it’s hard to believe that it’s just
two of them making up the grindcore band; they make an astonishing
racket that smacks the listener right in the gut. The bewildering pace
can make you miss the good stuff going on here; the frantic riffing is
dexterously sharp, while that growl could surely only be produced by
someone with a throat made of tar, gravel and lost tormented souls.
Paul Klotschkow
filthxcollins.bandcamp.com

Ady Suleiman
Memories
Album (Pemba)

Joey Collins
Souls
Album (Self-released)

Having left Simon Cowell’s label, Syco, this
rising neo-soul star releases a series of candid
and unapologetic tracks on his long-awaited
debut album. It’s a richly woven collection of
funk, neo-soul, r’n’b and jazz, all tied together
with his fluid, sweet-boy voice and frank
delivery. “All the songs on the record are stories from either my life
or people close to me, like family and friends,” says Ady. “Life was
definitely an inspiration for the record.” Artists like Lauryn Hill and
James Blake spring to mind; never disguising feelings through abstract
lyrics, the album’s bouncy opening track I Remember sets the tone, as
well as the high bar. Ady humbly apologised for the frequent swearing
on the record at his live set at Rough Trade last month, while members
of Ady’s six-piece live band presented breezily. The album tells a
soulful and brutally honest tale we all want to listen to. Ashley Morris
adysuleimanofficial.com

Joey Collins built up a reputation in the
Notts music scene with his rock band Saturn
Ascend, most notably playing at local venues
like Rescue Rooms and The Bodega. Since
then, the 21-year-old singer-songwriter
has spun off into a solo career, writing and
producing his new twelve-song EP Souls. There’s something ninetiesgrunge about the tracks, with a definite Cobain influence in the gravelly
vocals and slow pace of the music. The instrumentals behind the
voices are skilful and well-crafted, using electric guitar to create a
psychedelic depressive tone that runs throughout. A flavour of sadness
is mixed into each song. All in all, the extended play is a cool release,
immersing you in the dark, moody mind of the artist.
Elizabeth O’Riordan
joeycollinsmusic.com

NUSIC
BOX

Jae Rhi
He started out in grime, and in the past
few years, Jae Rhi has moved into wavy
r‘n’b with tons of swag, an insanely
distinctive vocal tone, and hooks for
days. Whether it’s linking up with
local grime dons Shxdow and Phidizz
on Don’t Watch, or bossing it on Hex
production Kojo’in, he’s already proven
that he’s got what he needs to own the
hazy electronic r ‘n’ b crossover world.
One thing’s clear from what we’ve
heard so far: Jae surfs across genres
easily. We’re excited to see what he
does next.
soundcloud.com/jaerhiofficial
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Your new Notts music tip sheet, as compiled
by Nusic’s Sam Nahirny.
Want more? Check out the fortnightly
podcasts and live sessions in the Nusic
Ava Saint
You may recognise this human as
the artist formerly known as Holly
Taylor-Gamble. She’s still the same
human, but it’s a significantly more
badass name to go with a proper
badass sound. Armed with band,
Ava now produces out-and-out rock
bangers that are sometimes punky,
other times heartfelt, but always with
a belter of a vocal. Whether she’s
making you cry about that ex who did
you over, or has you punching the air
in euphoria, this one’ll reel you in; live
and on record.
facebook.com/avasaintmusic
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GRETCHEN PETERS

LINDISFARNE • CARA DILLON & SPECIAL GUESTS
THE YOUNG UNS • NINE BELOW ZERO

HABADEKUK • BLUE ROSE CODE • THE FITZGERALDS • DALLAHAN
JOHN SMITH • THE FURROW COLLECTIVE • THE DESTROYERS
KRIS DREVER • LIL' JIMMY REED BAND
TRUCKSTOP HONEYMOON • LUKE JACKSON TRIO
GREG RUSSELL & CIARAN ALGAR • RORY MCLEOD
THE BOXCAR BOYS • THE OUTSIDE TRACK • VIKKI CLAYTON
OL' SAVANNAH • JAMES KEELAGHAN & HUGH MCMILLAN
MARTIN HARLEY • THE SHACKLETON TRIO • MONGOOSE
JOHNNY DICKINSON • JEFF WARNER • LUKE DANIELS • RANAGRI
... AND MANY MORE

7-10th June 2018

An international event on your doorstep, with fantastic music on
5 stages, family fun, children’s events, storytelling, arts
& crafts, street theatre and great bars.
See website for more details.
WWW.

GTSF .UK

It’s fair to say that traipsing through town trying to find somewhere decent
to eat with a vegan can be frustrating. Although Notts has more than its
fair share of places that cater exclusively for non-meat eaters, here’s a list
of the restaurants you might not expect to have decent vegan options...

words: Ash Carter

Anoki
Location: Barker Gate
Type of food: Indian

Arguably the best Indian food in Notts,
Anoki is everything you want from a
restaurant; a beautiful setting, friendly staff
and ridiculously tasty grub. Vegans can
enjoy a saag aloo or tarkha dhal, mushroom
rice and a roti, as well an obscene amount
of poppadoms to kick it all off.

Tarn Thai
Location: George Street
Type of food: Thai

It might get a bit pricey in the evening,
but vegans are spoilt for choice with the
two-course £10.95 lunchtime menu. Start
with either spring rolls or satay pak mixed
vegetables, and follow it up with the stirfried tofu with basil, chilli and garlic. They
even chuck in coffee. Boom.

Oscar & Rosie’s
Location: Stoney Street
Type of food: Pizza

Not only the best pizza in the city, but they
also have an entire menu for vegans, so
you’re not stuck making do with a cheeseless catastrophe. It doesn’t come better
than their Boom Chick-ish Wah Wah; a
fourteen-inch masterpiece of vegan chicken,
fakon, caramelised onion, mushrooms and
vegan cheese.

Yamas
Location: Thurland Street
Type of food: Greek

Another restaurant with a cracking
lunchtime menu, Yamas’s tapas selection is
summat to behold. As well as the standard
hummus, olives and pita bread, vegan
options include their amazing patatas
bravas, gigantes beans, lemon rice and a
panzanella salad, all served by some of the
best staff in the city.

Sushimania
Location: Chapel Bar
Type of food: Sushi

Sushi restaurants generally have great
vegan options; but Sushimania’s all-youcan-eat for £16.80 is borderline theft.
Vegans can eat themselves into a sushi
coma with their amazing tofu pouches,
avocado, asparagus or cucumber maki,
agedashi tofu, sweet potato or vegetable
tempura, teriyaki tofu steak and vegetable
spring rolls.

Nada Budaya
Location: Broad Street
Type of food: Malaysian

Asian food tends to be the easiest option for
vegans, and the beautiful Malaysian menu
at Nada Budaya is no exception. Start off
with their tahu sumbat (grilled tofu stuffed
with vegetables and chilli sauce) and follow
it up with their amazing dhal vegetable curry
with Malaysian coconut rice.

The Angel Microbrewery
Location: Stoney Street
Type of food: Pub grub

If Asian restaurants are the easiest for
vegans to eat in, the traditional British
pub is doubtlessly the hardest, unless
you’re content with a bowl of chips. That’s
what makes The Angel such a rare treat,
especially their standout vegan dish of fish
(tempeh), chips and peas.

Las Iguanas
Location: Chapel Bar
Type of food: Latin/Mexican

Start things off with Holy Guacamole,
which you get to mix and season yourself
at the table. Follow it up with a moqueca de
palmitos curry, and finish with a refreshing
mango sorbet. You can even wash it down
with a couple of two-for-one caipirinhas if
the mood teks you.

Annie’s Burger Shack
Location: Lace Market
Type of food: Burgers

What’s better than a restaurant that offers
a few vegan options? One that offers
everything as a vegan option, of course.
Both Annie’s breakfast and regular burger
menu feature an embarrassment of riches
for vegans, and you can even get a vegan
milkshake to accompany your mountain of
snap. Shameless.

Kar-O-Bar
Location: Hockley
Type of food: Indian

This one’s just about to open and we’re
proper excited for it. Think Indian street
food and a bit of craft beer, all in the
depths of Hockley. From okra fries to
bhel puri and pani puri, you’re bound
to find summat to enjoy on the menu if
you’re meatlessly inclined.

Doughnotts
Location: Long Row
Type of food: Doughnuts

Already had your fill of savoury goods
and want to finish off with a little something-sweet? There really aren’t many
better vegan options than Doughnotts.
Their classic vegan glazed and vegan
jam doughnuts are firm favourites, but
their vegan Chocolate Oreo is on another
planet entirely.

National Vegetarian Week runs from Monday 14 - Sunday 20 May

Bunk

Bun Mii

Cocktails and wings; the best
combination. After tasting success
at their Stoney Street eatery, Bunk
have opened a second joint on Lower
Parliament Street, and another one in
Derby. How have they done it? Before
10pm, house cocktails are £4.50 and
you can bag your chicken for half price,
so it’s only a tenner for some serious
satisfaction.

You might not have clocked it yet, but this place has
been about for a year now. BunMii is a cool little
Vietnamese cafe just up from the DG Cars taxi rank
in town. The staﬀ are super nice and the interior is
peppered with curios: mini orange trees, waving lucky
cats, and trinkets brought back from travels
to Vietnam.

Spread Yer Wings

The cocktails come classic, with some well thought-out tweaks. The English Garden
(£4.50/£6) made my tastebuds do a little summer frolic with its mix of Beefeater gin,
lemon, apple and cranberry juice and elderﬂower cordial, while my two mates in tow
happily sipped away on their Whiskey Sour and Nostar Martini.
Grub-wise, we chomped until our jeans no longer ﬁt. Chicken comes in four forms:
traditional wings, boneless wings, chicken nuggets and the not-so-chickeny veggie
nuggets. Portion sizes start at ten, go all the way up to ﬁfty, and come drenched in
or accompanied by a sauce of your choice; think teriyaki, chipotle or, if you’re feeling
particularly dangerous, naga viper chilli.
I went for the safe option of ten rosemary and garlic traditional wings (£7.50, or
£3.75 before 10pm), but my companions worked their way up the chilli metre with
both buﬀalo and mango chilli wings. Tender, juicy and coated in a just-right amount
of sauce, they left me with a mightily garlicky gob.
Sides? We went for it, getting stuck into portions of sweet potato fries (£3), curly
fries (£2.80) and mozzarella sticks (£2.50 for four). The seasoning they use on those
curly fries is deliciously moreish.

Pho Sheezy

The menu only has four options, which is all good with me; in this world of a million choices,
it’s refreshing to be given a succinct few. I went for the summer rolls: as damn ﬁne as any
I’ve had before, and an absolute bargain at £3.50. They come packed with rice, glass
noodles, fresh herbs, salad, and plump, coral-pink prawns presenting themselves through
the translucent rice paper. All served with pickled carrot and sweet chilli sauce on the side.
A bottle of Sriracha hot sauce is never more than arm's length away at BunMii, so I dipped
away contentedly.
The pho (£6.20) is a huge bowl of light stock topped with beef, chicken or tofu. I ﬁnd myself
eating less meat these days so went for the tofu, which was light and ﬂuﬀy, garnished with
ﬁnely chopped spring onions and coriander. In the base of the bowl are ﬂat rice noodles,
making it a proper ﬁll-you-up meal.
I ﬁnished with a traditional Vietnamese-style coﬀee; the polar opposite of my usual short,
black, no sugar. Sweet condensed milk is placed in the bottom of the cup, with a small, metal
ﬁlter on top to percolate the coﬀee through for a few minutes. You then stir in the condensed
milk from the bottom to your taste. I was pleasantly surprised; it felt like a dessert and a
coﬀee in one. In all, it’s fresh, authentic food and great service for about a tenner. Ash Dilks

Bun Mii, George Street, NG1 3BE. 07715 938 878

facebook.com/bunmiicafe

In all, we had a cracking time. Bunk is the perfect after-work drinks venue, complete
with ‘gram-worthy neon signs and chilled-out, wooden-bench vibes. There’s nowt to
fault with their cheap and cheerful grub. Emily Thursﬁeld

Bunk, 19 Stoney Street, NG1 1LP. 0115 941 5086

bunkwings.com

Poppy and Pint
Flower Power

Like any good Castle Rock pub, The
Poppy has got an absolutely bob-on
selection of bevs. From your casks to
your kegs, there’s summat for every
seasoned drinker, with an array of posh
soft drinks if you doth soberly desire.
Feeling a little sweet-toothed and
hanging, I went for Tiny Rebel’s
Frambuzi (4.3% and £5.90 a pint). A bit on the pricey side, I know, but if it’s what the
heart wants, then it’s what the heart gets, despite the protests of tutting Aunty Liver
and Uncle Brain.
Foodwise, the menu comprises of all your usual pub grub, cooked to an unusually
excellent standard. Wetherspoons? Do one. Think tasty and fresh ﬁsh, chips and
peas; Lincolnshire sausage, mash, peas and onion gravy; two-ﬁlling omelette, chips
and salad… you know the drill. They’ve also got a load of diﬀerent pizza choices;
from mushroom, olive and rocket to meat feast, with extra toppings available.
Belting. We went on a Sunday, so got involved in the roast, and the special for the
day was topside of beef with all the trimmings (£9.95). I tell you now, duck, it’s up
there with the best of ‘em in Notts.
The beef was melting with slow-cooked, rare love, placed in the centre of a solid,
round dish with perfect veg, homemade Yorkshires, and a serving of mouthwatering cauliﬂower cheese. There’s some serious TLC being put into ingredientsourcing and execution here; the trip to Lady Bay is well worth it. Especially on a
sunny weekend.
The pub is doggo friendly, hosts live music and events, plus there’s a cabinet full
of fresh cakes that’ll leave you breathless. Unfortunately for us, the bellies were
busting and so we had to leave them for another day. Until next time, you absolute
temptress of a boozer. Bridie Squires

Poppy and Pint, Pierrepont Road, West Bridgford, NG2 2DX. 0115 981 9995
castlerockbrewery.co.uk
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Ghost World Food
and Film Night
Where? Rough Trade
When? Sunday 13 May
What time? 7pm
How much? £15
Local hip hop emcee
Juga-Naut is bringing a
banger to Broad Street this month. Alongside
a screening of comic book-based black comedy Ghost World, starring Scarlett Johansson,
Steve Buscemi and Thora Birch, Jugz will be
cooking up a three-course storm for you to
sink your teeth into while you watch. Veggie
and vegan options available.
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Gate to Southwell Festival
Where?
Southwell Racecourse
When?
Thursday 7 - Sunday 10 June
What time?
All day, every day
How much?
£125 for an adult ticket
Before your lot start pipin’ up that we’ve gone round the
bend with our dates, we know this is in June and we’re
still knee-deep in May. But this is one you ought to plan
ahead for, yergets? Pop it in the diary and that. The Gate
to Southwell Festival is once again supplying us with a
stellar lineup of roots, folk and acoustic artists who’re
ready to take to the stage at the family-friendly, four-day
event. The likes of The Young’uns, Gretchen Peters, and
everyone’s favourite sea-shanty band, Seas of Mirth, are
just three bangers on the lineup.
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Dot to Dot Festival
Where? Various Venues
When? Sunday 27 May
What time? All day
How much? £14.30
Polish the party shoes and get the bum
bags at the ready; festival season is
oﬀicially upon us. Kicking oﬀ the bogger
in style is the legendary multi-venue
aﬀair that is Dot to Dot, ﬁlling venues
like Rock City, Stealth, The Bodega,
Broadway, JamCafe and The Angel with
some cracking music for you to stuﬀ in
yer tabs. The Horrors will be headlining
the day-long event, with the likes of
Mahalia – the Leicester-based Sober artist
– and people’s favourite, Ady Suleiman,
headlining the DHP family-fuelled aﬀair
that travels to Manchester and Bristol
before hitting up Notts on the Sunday. It
might be worth using some of the owd
annual leave, cos this is a school-night
shindig that won’t let you get to bed
early. Book your tickets pronto to avoid
disappointment.

INSTAR CREATIVE WRITING INSTALLATIONS

Em Con
Where?
Motorpoint Arena
When?
Saturday 5 - Sunday 6 May
What time? 10am - 5.30pm
How much? £5 - £145
Fans of Star Trek, Doctor Who, Red Dwarf and HBO’s
mammoth Game of Thrones, buckle up; you’re in for
a big one. EM-Con is paying us a visit once again, and
they’re bringing a host of your favourite characters
with ‘em. Billie Piper, aka everyone’s favourite
Doctor’s assistant, Rose Tyler, will be there to sign
your memorabilia and snap pics for your ‘gram, as will
David Bradley, better known as Professor Filch, the
squib who keeps the corridors of Hogwarts clear of
students after hours. Keep your eye on the website for
new additions to the lineup, and make sure you bag
tickets pronto.
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Nottingham Viva!
Vegan Fest
Where? Nottingham
Conference Centre
When? Saturday 12 May
What time? 10.30am 5pm
How much? £3 on the
door, £15 for advance
ticket (includes goody
bag and queue jump)
If you’ve been toying with the idea of doing the right
thing for animals and the planet alike, but maybe
you’re struggling to think of both nutritional and
exciting recipes, or you can’t work out how to melt
vegan cheese, then hit up Nottingham Viva! Vegan
Fest and get the low-down on the vegan lifestyle.
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Skylarks Nature Reserve
is the largest nature
reserve in Rushcliﬀe –
oo-er – and thanks to
INSTAR and the Heritage
Lottery Fund, it’s now
home to six permanent
pieces of art. The
installations have been
inspired by the written
word, connecting people
to the natural wilderness
around them through
designs of contemporary
infrastructure.
Constructed in CorTen
steel, each piece will
rust naturally over
time, turning a right
lush orange colour. The
separate art works also
connect to existing

infrastructure across
the reserve, including
bridges, viewing screens
and platforms, so they
look right at home.
And here’s a fun fact
for yer: each piece of
work includes the grid
reference of the viewer’s
position, information
on animals and plants
that’ve been spotted
in the area, and a right
inspiring quote about
nature. Pop along and
have a goose.

Skylarks Nature Reserve,
Adbolton Lane, NG12
2LU
we-are-instar.co.uk

WIN OUTLOOK FESTIVAL
TICKETS AND A SARAH
CUNNINGHAM PRINT
Would you and a mate give yer
eyes and possibly an arm to bask
in glorious sunshine, beer in hand,
listening to the likes of Shy FX
and Steﬀlon Don? Well, lucky for
you, we just so happen to have
two tickets for this year’s Outlook
Festival in Croatia, the baddest
celebration of soundsystem
culture. If you want the chance
to get your mitts on ‘em, plus a
framed A3 print from this issue’s
cover and poster artist Sarah
Cunningham, email
win@leftlion.co.uk with the
subject line: GIZZIT. Good luck,
mad ‘eds.

Outlook Festival 2018 takes
place at Fort Punta Christo, Pula,
Croatia, from Friday 7 - Tuesday 11
September.
outlookfestival.com

What’s on?
TUESDAY 1 MAY

THURSDAY 3 MAY

FRIDAY 4 MAY

SATURDAY 5 MAY

SUNDAY 6 MAY

MONDAY 7 MAY

🎨 Exploring Printmaking
Nottingham Contemporary
£15 - £45, 10am

♫ Eddie Henderson with
the Bruce Barth Trio
Bonington Theatre
£5 - £15, 8pm

♫ The Waterboys
Theatre Royal and Royal
Concert Hall
£35 - £39.50, 7.30pm

🎨 Paper Cutting and
Crafting
Malt Cross
£15, 11am

🎨 Ceramics Evening Class
Lakeside Arts Centre
£90 - £100, 6.30pm

♫ Zeke
Rescue Rooms
£15, 6.30pm

♫ Antics present: May The
Fourth Be With You
Bar Eleven
Free, 10pm

👣 Kathak
New Art Exchange
£6 - £8, 10am

♫ Mamapalooza
Nottingham
The Doghouse
£8, 3pm

📖 ExLibris Charity Masked
Book Sale 2018
ExLibris, the Masked Booksellers
Free, 10am
♫ Acts TBC
The Chameleon Cafe Bar
£0.05, 7pm

♫ We Are Scientists
Rescue Rooms
£18.15, 6.30pm

♫ Nightmares on Wax
The Irish Centre
£15 - £20, 11pm

👪 Backgammon
The Lion at Basford
Free, 8.30pm

♫ The Halle
Theatre Royal and Royal
Concert Hall
£8 - £35, 7.45pm

♫ Craig Charles Funk and
Soul Club All Dayer
Rock City
3pm

♫ Gaz Coombes
Rough Trade
£11.99 - £23.99, 6pm

🎭 ROH: Royal Ballet 20172018 Season - Manon
Savoy Cinema
£11 - £13.50, 2pm

👣 Argentine Tango Beginners and Improvers
Classes
The Orange Tree
£4 - £5

👣 Dads’ Dinner
Dance4’s iC4C
Free, 7pm
🎭 4Quarter Films Dreaming Whilst Black
Djanogly Theatre
Free, 6pm
🔧 Ceramics Evening Class
Lakeside Arts Centre
£90 - £100, 6.30pm
🎭 Youth Fest 2018
Nottingham Playhouse
£5, 7.30pm
WEDNESDAY 2 MAY
♫ The Kanneh-Mason
Piano Trio
Nottingham Trent University, Old
Library
£5 - £20, 7.30pm
🎨 New Talent Exhibition
Focus Gallery
Free, 10am
👪  LeftLion Open House
New Art Exchange
Free, 5pm
🎥 Robert Webb in
Conversation
Broadway Cafe Bar
£5, 6.30pm
🎥 Sunset Boulevard (1950)
Nottingham Contemporary
£5.50, 6.30pm

😂 Angela Barnes & Suzi
Ruffell
The Glee Club
£10 - £12, 7pm
🎤 INFL Presents: Who Has
the Voice of an Angel
The Angel Microbrewery
Free, 7.30pm
♫ China Shop Bull +
One Eyed God + Doghouse
+ Brassick
The Maze
£9 - £10, 7.30pm
😂 Daliso Chaponda: What
The African Said
Nottingham Playhouse
£17, 8pm
📣 Future Now: Let’s Talk
About the Future
Rough Trade
£7 - £10, 6.30pm
🎭 Royal Ballet 2017-2018
Season - Manon
Savoy Cinema
£11 - £13.50, 7.15pm
♫ Her’s
Bodega
£8.80, 7pm

♫ Primitive Man +
Bismuth + Snow Burial +
Monolithian
The Angel Microbrewery
£8 - £10, 7.30pm
♫ Brewmaster: Mega
Mini Dog 3
The I Club
£8.80, 10pm
🔧 Verbal Imaging Tour
and Workshop
New Art Exchange
Free, 10.30am
👣 Balletboyz:
Fourteen Days
Nottingham Playhouse
£13.50 - £21.50, 7.30pm
♫ The Sharpers and
Big Bandit
Rough Trade
£5, 8pm
♫ Square One: Calyx
+ TeeBee
Stealth
£5, 10pm
🎭 Shifting Sands Theatre:
The King Lear
Bonington Theatre
£8 - £10, 7.30pm

Lakeside’s International Children’s
Theatre and Dance Festival
Monday 28 May – Sunday 3 June
lakesidearts.org.uk | 0115 846 7777
Nottingham Lakeside Arts
University Park, Nottingham, NG7 2RD
@LakesideArts

Including

Free Family
Weekend!
Saturday 2 &
Sunday 3 June
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👪 Backgammon
The Lion at Basford
Free

♫ Fan Club Presents: Wolf
Girl and Just Blankets
Rough Trade
£5.50, 8pm

♫ The Money
The Southbank Bar
Free, 9pm

♫ Ding Dong!
Pepper Rocks
Free

♫ Jamnesty
Bodega
£5.50, 7pm

♫ Everywhere Festival
Stealth
£22, 10pm

📖 LGBTQ Festival Saturday
Waterstones
£3, 10am

♫ Crosslight
Bodega
£2.20, 7pm

♫ Re Teu and The Debut
EP Launch Show
Rescue Rooms
Free, 8pm

🎭 Culture
Nottingham Arts Theatre
£6 - £10, 7.30pm

📖 LGBTQ Festival Sunday
Waterstones
£3, 11am

👪 Forget-Me-Not Day
Nottinghamshire Hospice
Free, 11am

🎭 Culture
Nottingham Arts Theatre
£6 - £10, 7.30pm

♫ Bruno Major
Bodega
£11, 7pm
🎥 Pacific Rim: Uprising
Bonington Theatre
£4.70 - £5.80, 5pm

TUESDAY 8 MAY

WEDNESDAY 9 MAY

THURSDAY 10 MAY

FRIDAY 11 MAY

👣 Sinergia
Djanogly Theatre
£14 - £18, 7.30pm

📣 Crosswords
Malt Cross
Free, 7.30pm

👣 Hagit Yakira Dance
Dance4’s iC4C
£8 - £10, 7pm

😂 Out of the Darkness
Malt Cross
£6, 7.30pm

🎥 Spirit of the Strange:
The Dark Heart of
Seventies Cinema
Broadway Cafe Bar
£40 - £70, 7pm

📖 Workshop: Storyboarding
Picture Books
Lakeside Arts Centre
£10 - £20, 9am

📖 The Uses Of Fairytales:
Enchanting Ideologies And
Radical Transformations
Djanogly Theatre
Free, 1pm

♫ Balaam & The Angel
Rescue Rooms
£16, 6pm

👣 Sinergia
Lakeside Arts Centre
£14 - £18, 7.30pm
🎭 The Last Ship: Charity
Fundraising Event
Nottingham Playhouse
£87.50 - £95, 6.45pm
🎭 Amp Night
Nottingham Playhouse
£3, 8pm
♫ Ocean Wisdom
Rescue Rooms
£15.40 6.30pm
♫ Jungle
Rock City
£24.20, 7pm

♫ ÍMAR
Djanogly Theatre
£12.50 - £16.50, 7.30pm
🎨 Mount Print Crafternoon
+ Food
Debbie Bryan
£46, 10am
♫ City Arts Folk Proms: Marc
Block + support
City Arts - Nottingham
£5 - £7.50, 7.30pm
📣 Champions of Equality:
Trade Unions and LGBT Rights
in Britain, with Peter Purton
Five Leaves Bookshop
£3, 7pm

📖 May Made Me: An Oral
History of the 68 Uprising
in France
Five Leaves Bookshop
£3, 7pm
🎨 Make a Lampshade with
Sarah Sewell
Curious? Nottingham
£35, 6pm
🎥 Macbeth
Broadway Cafe Bar
£13 - £15, 7pm
📣 Visible
New Art Exchange
Free, 6pm

♫ Laurence Jones
Bodega
£15, 7pm
♫ Brad Dear &
The March
The Angel Microbrewery
£7.50 - £7.50, 7.30pm
♫Fonda 500
JT Soar
£6 - £6, 7pm
♫ Metal 2 The Masses:
Semi Final #1
The Maze
£4 - £5, 6.30pm

♫ Conan and Monolord
Rescue Rooms
£16.50, 6.30pm

📣 Beeston Tales
The White Lion
£5 - £6, 7.30pm

♫ Luxury Stranger
Rough Trade
£4.40, 7.30pm

🎥 1960s British Cinema
Broadway Cafe Bar
£40 - £70, 2.15pm

🎭 National Theatre Live:
Macbeth
Savoy Cinema
£11 - £13, 7pm

SATURDAY 12 MAY

SUNDAY 13 MAY

MONDAY 14 MAY

TUESDAY 15 MAY

♫The Amy Winehouse
Experience A.K.A Lioness
Rescue Rooms
£14, 6.30pm

📣 Sunday Afternoon With
Wendy Cope
Djanogly Theatre
£10 - £12, 2.30pm

♫The Bluetones
Rock City
£21, 7pm

💻 Pixalheads: Saturday Club
National Videogame Arcade
12.30pm

👣 Boys Only Dance
Experience Day
Dance4’s iC4C
Free, 11am

🎨 Recycled Bird Sculpture
Workshop with Michelle
Reader
Curious? Nottingham
£36, 6pm

♫ Bloxx
Bodega
£7.70, 7pm

♫ The Prophecy + Twilight’s
Embrace + The Medea Project
The Chameleon Cafe Bar
£5, 8pm

👪 Speed Dating ages 45+
The Pitcher and Piano
£19.99 - £19.99, 7.30pm

🎨 Introduction to Linocut
with Fabritizia Design
Malt Cross
£40, 11am

♫ The Gallery + Special
Guests
The Chameleon Cafe Bar
£5, 7.30pm

👣 Kathak
New Art Exchange
£6 - £8, 10am

👣 Boys Only Experience Day
Dance4’s iC4C
Free, 11am

📣 Aftermath Exhibition
Nottingham Contemporary
Free, 10am

♫ Mothership
The Glee Club
£12 - £14, 6.30pm

♫ Plates
The Angel Microbrewery
Free, 9pm

🎠 Handmade Nottingham
Spring Market
Malt Cross
Free, 11am

♫ The Slow Readers Club
Rock City
£16.50, 6.30pm
♫ 3Teeth
Rock City
£3.30, 10pm
♫ The Rails
Bodega
£16.50, 7pm
🌳 British Nordic Walking Exel
Challenge Event
Wollaton Hall
£18, 10.30am

📣 Aftermath Exhibition
Nottingham Contemporary
Free, 10am
♫ Too Many Zooz
Rescue Rooms
£21.45, 7.30pm
🎥 Ghost World Food +
Film Night
Rough Trade
£15, 7pm
♫ Ink
Bodega
£8.80, 7pm

👪 Backgammon
The Lion at Basford
Free, 8.30pm
👣 Argentine Tango Beginners and Improvers
Classes
The Orange Tree
£4 - £5
🎭 The Ghost Light
Theatre Tour
Nottingham Arts Theatre
£5 - £20, 7pm
🎥 The Man Who Fell to Earth
Savoy Cinema
£4.75 - £6.50, 8.30pm
🎥 Talk Cinema - Afternoon
Broadway Cafe Bar
£40 - £60, 2pm
👪 Backgammon
The Lion at Basford
Free
♫ Ding Dong!
Pepper Rocks
Free
♫ Nina Nesbitt
Rescue Rooms
£11, 7.30pm
♫ Adventures in Music
West Bridgford Library
Free

MOUNTAINS
The Dreams of Lily Kwok

BY IN-SOOK CHAPPELL
Based on the memoir Sweet Mandarin by Helen Tse
With live cooking on stage

★★★★
The Stage

🔧 Prison Photography
Reframed
Nottingham Contemporary
Free, 11am

🎥 Skid Row Marathon
Savoy Cinema
£4.75 - £6.50, 8pm

🎭 Italian Opera 2017-2018:
Don Pasquale
Savoy Cinema
£9 - £11, 8pm

YELLOW EARTH,
BLACK THEATRE LIVE &
ROYAL EXCHANGE THEATRE
PRESENT

📣 Aftermath Exhibition
Nottingham Contemporary
Free, 10am
♫ Arctic Monkey’s
Appreciation Night
Rescue Rooms
£1 - £5, 10pm

🎨 Clasp Purse
Crafternoon + Food
Debbie Bryan
£45, 10.30am
🎨 New Talent Exhibition
Focus Gallery
Free, 10am
🔧 Hackspace 2.5 Work
Nottingham Hackspace
Free, 7pm
♫ John Wheeler Hayseed Dixie
The Glee Club
£12 - £14, 7pm
🔧 Ceramics Evening
Class
Lakeside Arts Centre
£90 - £100, 6.30pm
♫ Notts In A Nutshell
The Maze
£3
♫ Merge
Rescue Rooms
£7.70, 6.30pm
🎥 Matthew Bourne’s
Cinderella
Savoy Cinema
£9 - £11, 7pm
📖 Missing - with
Alison Moore
Waterstones
Free, 6pm
👪 Adventures in Music
Hucknall Library
Free, 10.45am

Thu 10 – Sat 12 May
Box Office 01332 593939
Book Online derbytheatre.co.uk
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What’s
What’s on? on?
WEDNESDAY 16 MAY

THURSDAY 17 MAY

FRIDAY 18 MAY

SATURDAY 19 MAY

SUNDAY 20 MAY

MONDAY 21 MAY

🎤 Nottingham Poetry
Society Reading, with
Zayneb Allak and Rory
Waterman
Five Leaves Bookshop
£4, 7pm

🎨 Introduction to
Macrame - Cording with
Jess Kemp
Curious? Nottingham
£38, 1pm

♫ Grey Hairs + SAVAK
The Maze
8pm

♫ Moretallica + Wizards
Of Oz
Rock City
£10, 6.30pm

👣 Improv Workshop with
Bakani Pick-Up
Dance4’s iC4C
£8 - £12, 10am

♫ Machine Head
Rock City
£27.50, 7pm

🎨 Bruce Asbestos A/W
Collection 2018
Nottingham Contemporary
Free, 7pm

♫ Les Carter (Carter USM/
Ferocious Dog) + Nick
Parker + Jake Martin +
B-Sydes
The Maze
£6.60, 8pm

♫ Cold Black + Death
Remains + Infirm of
Purpose + more TBA
The Maze
£5, 7pm
📣 Shebeen: In
Conversation
Nottingham Playhouse
£5, 7pm
👣 Ballet Black
Nottingham Playhouse
£12.50 - £18.50, 7.30pm
♫ Kitty, Daisy & Lewis
Rescue Rooms
£17.60, 7.30pm
🎥 An American in Paris:
The Musical
Savoy Cinema
£11 - £13.50, 7.30pm

🎨 Curator’s Tour: Renee
Mussai
New Art Exchange
Free, 6.30pm
🎭 Sarah McQuaid
Nottingham Playhouse
£8 - £10, 8pm
😂 Brian Conley: Still The
Greatest Entertainer - In
His Price Range
Nottingham Contemporary
£22.50, 8pm
♫ The Half Eight
Rough Trade
Free, 7pm
🎭 The Dam Busters at 75
Savoy Cinema
£9 - £11, 7pm
♫ Artificial Pleasure
Bodega
£8.80, 7pm

🎨 Willow Frame Baskets
with Chris Baxter
Curious? Nottingham
£69.97, 10am
🎨 New Talent Exhibition
Focus Gallery
Free, 10am
🍴 Yard Party
Castle Rock Brewery
£4.13, 3pm
😂 Grumpy Old Women
to the Rescue
Nottingham Playhouse
£26.50, 7.30pm
🎭 Dollywood
Nottingham Playhouse
£13 - £14, 8pm
♫ Rolling Blackouts
Coastal Fever
Rescue Rooms
£13.20, 6.30pm

🎥 Introduction to
Filmmaking - Part 1
Broadway Cafe Bar
£160 - £180, 10am
🍴 Yard Party
Castle Rock Brewery
£4.13, 12pm
♫ Roots Reggae Night
The Maze
£5.50, 9.30am
😂 Chris Ramsey: The Just
Happy To Get Out Of The
House Tour
Nottingham Playhouse
£21.50, 7.30pm
♫ Royal Wedding Charity
Bash
Rough Trade
£5.50, 7.15pm

🎭 Tiddler and Other
Terrific Tales
Nottingham Playhouse
£13 - £48, 2pm
♫ Gerry Cinnamon
Rock City
£11, 7.30pm
♫ Japanese Breakfast
Bodega
£11, 7pm
♫ Jeff Hooper:
International Big Band
Singer
The Federation Club
£6 - £8, 8pm

🎭 2Magpies Theatre:
Last Resort
Djanogly Theatre
£12 - £14, 9pm
🎥 Seven Brides for Seven
Brothers
Broadway Cafe Bar
£3.80, 1.30pm
👪 Repro-Dates: Speed
Dating Night
The Maze
£3, 7.30pm
🔧 Notts Photo Meetup:
Photography Training
Session #1 - From Auto
to Manual
Rough Trade
£10, 6pm
♫ Spector
Bodega
£13.20, 7pm
📷 Notts Photo Meetup
Rough Trade
Free - £10, 6pm

TUESDAY 22 MAY

WEDNESDAY 23 MAY

THURSDAY 24 MAY

FRIDAY 25 MAY

SATURDAY 26 MAY

SUNDAY 27 MAY

🎭 Jekyll & Hyde
Duchess Theatre
£11 - £13, 7.30pm

👪 Young Creative Awards
2018
Nottingham Playhouse
Free, 5pm

♫ The Bootleg Beatles For the Ear Foundation
The Glee Club
£35, 6.30pm

♫ Reasons to be Cheerful
The Rose of England
Free, 8pm

♫ Spear of Destiny
Rescue Rooms
£17.50, 7.30pm

🔧 Body As Canvas
New Art Exchange
Free, 10.30am

🎨 Gallery Tour With
Neil Walker: Scaling The
Sublime
The Djanogly Art Gallery
Free, 1pm

♫ The Complete Stone
Roses
The Southbank Bar - Nottingham
City
£5, 7.30pm

📣 Queer Comrades, with
Hongwei Bao
Five Leaves Bookshop
Free, 7pm

♫ Dresden Philharmonic
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert
Hall
£8 - £35, 7.30pm

📣 The Storytellers of
Nottingham
Malt Cross
£4, 7.30pm

♫ Fran Club Presents:
Dubais and the Wolfs
Rough Trade
£5.50, 7pm

🎥 Get Out (2017)
Nottingham Contemporary
£5.50, 6.30pm

👣 Opera National De Paris
- Pite, Perez, Shechter
Savoy Cinema
£9 - £11, 6.15pm

🎤 New Walk Poetry Book
Launch with Polly Atkin
and Alan Jenkins
Five Leaves Bookshop
£3, 7pm
🔧 Ceramics Evening Class
Lakeside Arts Centre
£90 - £100, 6.30pm
♫ Notts In A Nutshell
The Maze
£3
♫ Cavetown
Rescue Rooms
£8.80, 6.30pm
♫ The Elvis World Tour
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert
Hall
£33 - £50, 7.30pm
🎥 Eos Encore - I, Claude
Monet
Savoy Cinema
£9 - £11, 6.30pm

😂 John Richardson
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert
Hall
£20.50, 8pm
♫ Fantastic Negrito
Bodega
£16.50, 7pm

♫ Allman Brown
Bodega
£8.80, 7pm
♫ Maciek Pysz and
Gianluca Corona
Bonington Theatre
£5 - £12, 8pm

♫ Goddesses + Tacoma
Narrow Bridge Disaster +
Mayors of Toronto
JT Soar
7pm
♫ Metal 2 The Masses:
Semi Final #2
The Maze
£4 - £5, 6.30pm
😂 Ian Stirling: U Ok Hun? X
Nottingham Playhouse
£21.50, 7.30pm
♫ Lengoland
Stealth
10pm
♫ Detroit Social Club
Bodega
£11, 6pm
♫ Falling Red with Blitz +
Crosslight
Ye Olde Salutation Inn
£6, 7pm

💻 Pixalheads:
Saturday Club
National Videogame Arcade
12.30pm
👣 Walkshop: Market
Dance4’s iC4C
£5 - £10, 10.30am
🔧 William Morris Inspired
Pin with Rosie Deegan
Focus Gallery
£80, 10.30am
♫ Stealth Saturdays:
DJ Seinfeld
Stealth
10pm
♫ Keep It CASH
Bodega
£14.30, 7pm
🎥 Grease: 40th
Anniversary
Bonington Theatre
£4.70 - £5.80, 7.30pm

Street food from the backpackers lane of India
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🎥 McKellen: Playing the
Part
Broadway Cafe Bar
£4.50 - £8.80, 3pm
♫ Dot to Dot
Rock City, Rescue Rooms,
Bodega,
£14.30, 1pm
👪 Milkshake! Live
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert
Hall
£15, 12pm
🍴 Wolf Down Weekender
Cafe Bar Contemporary
Free, 1pm
🎲 Quiz Up in a Brewery
The Navigation Inn
Free, 7pm
📣 Women’s Circle: Explore
the Sacred Feminine
Earthtones Sound Therapy
£15 - £15, 10.30am

MONDAY 28 MAY

TUESDAY 29 MAY

WEDNESDAY 30 MAY

THURSDAY 31 MAY

♫ Live Jazz
The Bell Inn
Free, 12pm

💻 Hackspace 2.5 Work
Nottingham Hackspace
Free, 7pm

👪 Expedition
Lakeside Arts Centre
£8, 1.30pm

🎭 Wheee!: The Princess &
The Pea
Djanogly Theatre
£8, 3.30pm

♫ Farnkie and the Witch
Fingers + Luxury Stranger +
Soft Girls & Boys Club
The Chameleon Cafe Bar
£5.50, 8pm

🎥 Wizard of Oz (U)
Nottingham Contemporary
£5 - £5, 6.30pm

🎨 Luminarium: Grown-Ups
Only Session
Highfields Park
£4, 5.30pm

👪 Peg Puppet + Stories
Workshop
Lakeside Arts Centre
£5, 2.30pm – 3.30pm
💻 The NVA Quiz
National Videogame Arcade
7pm
🎥 I, Claude Monet
Broadway Cafe Bar
£4.50 - £8.80, 6pm
🎭 Blue Stockings
Lace Market Theatre
£9 - £10, 7.30pm
♫ Ding Dong!
Pepper Rocks
Free
👪 Adventures in Music
West Bridgford Library
Free

📣 Boshemia: Culture, Art,
Feminism
Five Leaves Bookshop
£3, 7pm
🎭 Blue Stockings
Lace Market Theatre
£9 - £10, 7.30pm
♫ Notts In A Nutshell
The Maze
£3
🔧 Self(ie) Expression
(11-16 Years)
New Art Exchange
Free, 2pm
♫ Sean McGowan
Bodega
£8.80, 7pm

🌳 Guided Tour of St Anns
Allotments
St Anns Allotments Visitor Centre
£5 - £5, 1.30pm
♫ The Ruffs + The Flavells
+ The Colliders
The Maze
£7, 7pm

📖 Five Leaves Book Group:
At the Existentialist Cafe,
by Sarah Breakwell
Five Leaves Bookshop
Free, 7pm
♫ Buenos Treehouse +
Punch Drunk + Shark Party
+ The Sneaks
The Maze
£5, 7.30pm

👣 Kevin & Karen
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert
Hall
£29.50 - £42.50, 7.30pm

📣 New Institutionalities:
Coloniality and Politics
of Display
Nottingham Contemporary
Free, 6.30pm

♫ The Silken Same
Rough Trade
6pm

♫ Twisted Wheel
Rock City
£11, 6.30pm

👪 Finger Puppet Fun Craft
Bomb
Beeston Library
Free, 11am

♫ KRapz
Bodega
£7.70, 7pm

ONGOING STUFF LIKE EXHIBITIONS AND PLAYS AND THAT
👪 Friday Social Eating
THINK Creative Space: Cobden Chambers
Free
Fri 4 May - Fri 1 Jun

🎭 Jersey Boys
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert Hall
£20 - £54
Wed 9 May - Sat 19 May

🎨 Alia Pathan: Fire Rooster
Primary
Free
Fri 4 May - Sat 16 Jun

🎭 Mountains
Derby Theatre
£15.50 - £26.50
Thu 10 May - Sat 12 May

🎨 From Rags To Witches: The Grim
Tale Of Children’s Stories
Weston Gallery
Free
Fri 4 May - Sun 26 Aug

🎩 Cave City: Nottingham
Underground Festival
Nottingham City Centre
Fri 11 May - Sun 13 May

👪 Em-Con
Motorpoint Arena Nottingham
£11.20 - £33.60 , 10am
Sat 5 May - Sun 6 May
🎥 Ready Player One (12A)
Bonington Theatre
£4.70 - £5.80
Sat 5 May - Mon 7 May
🎨 Mountain of Tongues
Backlit Gallery
Sat 26 May - Mon 9 Jul
👣 Flashdance
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert Hall
£19 - £43
Mon 7 May - Sat 12 May
👪 Pint of Science Festival
Various Locations
£4
Mon 14 May - Tue 16 May
🎭 The Last Ship
Nottingham Playhouse
£10.50
Tue 8 May - Sat 12 May
👪 Community Learning: Baby Yoga
Carlton Library
Free
Wed 9 May - Sun 13 May

👪 Friday Social Eating
THINK Creative Space: Cobden Chambers
Free
Fri 11 May - Fri 8 Jun
🎨 Living With Adaptive Architecture
Lakeside Arts Centre
Free
Sat 12 May - Sun 17 Jun
📷 Nottingham & Notts Photographic
Society Annual Exhibition 2018
Patchings Art Centre
Free
Sat 12 May - Sun 17 Jun
🎨 The House of Fame
Nottingham Contemporary
Free, 10am - 5pm
Runs until Sun 24 June
🎭 Legally Blonde
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert Hall
£16 - £42.50
Mon 14 May - Sat 19 May
🎭 Brighton Rock
Derby Theatre
£15.50 - £26.50
Tue 15 May - Sat 19 May
🎥 Di & Viv & Rose
Bonington Theatre
£8.50
Wed 16 May - Sat 19 May

🎨 Zanele Muholi: Somnyama
Ngonyama, Hail the Dark Lioness
New Art Exchange
Free
Runs until Sun 24 June
🎥 The Guernsey Literary & Potato
Peel Pie Society
Bonington Theatre
£4.70 - £5.80
Sun 20 May - Mon 28 May
🎭 20th Century Boy
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert Hall
£12.50 - £35
Tue 22 May - Sat 26 May
👪 Duck Duck Goose
Bonington Theatre
£4.70 - £5.80 , 11am
Mon 28 May - Wed 30 May
🎭 Blue Stockings
Lace Market Theatre
£9 - £11 , 7.30pm – 10.30pm
Mon 28 May - Sat 2 Jun
👪 Weee! Festival
Lakeside Arts
Free
Mon 28 May - Sun 3 Jun
🎥 Where It All Began: Screening
Lakeside Arts Centre
Free, 12pm – 4.30pm
Mon 28 May - Sun 3 Jun
🎨 Luminarium
Highfields Park
£4, 11am – 5.15pm
Mon 28 May - Sun 3 Jun
👪 Fun Portraits (7-10 Years)
New Art Exchange
Free, 10am - 12pm
Tue 29 May - Fri 1 Jun
🎭 Top Hat
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert Hall
£12.50 - £25
Tue 29 May - Sat 2 Jun

For the full rundown, visit leftlion.co.uk/listings

words: Ash Carter

Our Screen Editor on what the Nottingham film
community means to him...
In the ten years I’ve lived in Notts, including the seven or so
that I’ve written for LeftLion, I’ve found myself constantly
using the phrase “Nottingham film community.” It was only
when a mate from Canada asked me what the Nottingham
film community consisted of that I actually stopped to
consider it, and realised I couldn’t think of a solid definition.
As someone who spends more time than is healthy watching
films, I might see it as the eclectic collection of cinemas
in the city. Whether you’re watching the current Ingmar
Bergman season at Broadway, watching The Rock kick ten
shades of shite out of an enormous gorilla at Cineworld or
catching a cult classic at the Savoy, there’s always a decent
selection of big screen entertainment on show.
Or maybe the community is made up of the people who
host or attend the different film festivals in Notts, like
Steven Sheil and Chris Cooke’s Mayhem, the MicroFilm
Festival or Scalarama, the month-long, annual, nationwide
cinema event during which Nottingham holds the most
screenings outside of London. We’ve also got more than our
fair share of film clubs, with the likes of Kneel Before Zod,
Reel Equality, Fortune & Glory, Porlock Press, Nottingham
Alternative Film Network and Sunset Cinema Club regularly
hosting a variety of different screenings and events
throughout the year.
If you’re a student at Confetti, NCN or one of the two
universities, the Nottingham film community might consist
of the next generation of filmmakers who want to be the
next Shane Meadows or Jeanie Finlay. Or if you’re part of
the Television Workshop, the next Vicky McClure, Samantha
Morton or Joe Dempsie. And there’s never been a better
time to find inspiration after Sam Masud blazed a trail for
everyone last year, with the Nottingham-born director’s
incredible debut feature film My Pure Land becoming the UK’s
Academy Award submission for Best Foreign Language film.
The list of talent currently working in the film industry in
the city is too long to begin naming, but the list of up-andcoming directors, cinematographers, writers, editors, sound
recordists and producers is as vibrant, diverse and talented
as it’s ever been. With regional funding slowly being pushed
out again, and crowdfunding growing in popularity, creators
of shorts, features, music videos or documentaries are finally
getting the opportunity to showcase their work on a larger
scale with decent budgets.
If that’s what the Nottingham film community means to you,
then you’re likely to have met at least one of the people you
collaborate with at Tweet-Up or Shooters in the Pub – two
of the monthly networking nights held in the city – or maybe
even at Short Stack, David Lilly’s bi-monthly short film night
at Broadway Cinema, which has always placed an emphasis
on showcasing local talent.
At various stages in my life, all of these different
interpretations of what Nottingham’s film community is
have been relevant to me, and I think that’s the point. It isn’t
an exclusive club, but a functioning ecosystem that offers
involvement, opportunity and entertainment for anyone who
wants to get involved.
LeftLion Open House, Wednesday 2 May, 5pm, New Art Exchange
ash.carter@leftlion.co.uk
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comic: Jenny Mure

Walking dahn ________ Street, the ________
man stopped to look at his ________.
The place was swarming with ________ folk
on their way to work, and he needed to get
past all the ________ to grab a ________ cob
from ________.
Just as he was about to chomp down his
breakfast, a ________ ran over his toe with
its ________.
The man lost his temper, picked up a ________
and chucked it at its _________. Silly bogger.
After you’ve dobbed in the blanks, tweet us the results @LeftLion and gi’ us a giggle.

illustration: Raphael Achache

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE

WODSOTCH

Alfreton Road
Blather
Bramleh
Canal
Goose Gang

Snap Notts
Stonebridge
Tommy K
Vegan
Wild Style

Tweet your completed wodsotch to @LeftLion and win a free trip to Bulwell!

1895 vs 2018
Upper Parliament Street, Nottingham.
Looking towards Theatre Square from the top of Queen Street.
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NOTTINGHAM

SPLENDOUR MAIN STAGES
ROCK CITY FINAL: SUNDAY 1ST JULY
V I S I T N U S I C . O RG . U K A N D L I S T E N
TO THE PODCAST TO FIND OUT MORE

ENTER BEFORE 11:59PM 14TH MAY 2018

INTRODUCING THE NEXT
GENERATION OF ARTISTS
AND DESIGNERS

Image: Christos Gkenoudis, BA (Hons) Fine Art 2018
Photo: Emily Drinkeld, MA Commercial Photography

2 - 10 JUNE 2018
NOTTINGHAM TRENT UNIVERSITY
CITY CAMPUS, FREE ENTRY
NTU.AC.UK / NEXT18

