








Leosaysays

When he’s not drawing 
or creating video 
work, local artist and 
illustrator Leosaysays 
works as a counsellor 
and psychotherapist at a 
university in Nottingham 
and also independently 
from ‘ucknall.
 
He grew up in Top 
Valleh and spent much 
of his youth playing 
Sonic the Hedgehog, 
climbing trees and posting pieces of a racist’s torn-down 
garden fence through his own letterbox.

Always the kid with macabre interests, Leosaysays read 
lots of Robert Anton Wilson in his teens, establishing an 
interest in mysticism and the occult, which informs a lot of 
his artwork.

You can fi nd Leosaysays’ work on page 16 of this issue. Arrr.

leosaysays.com
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LeftLion Magazine has an 
estimated readership of 
40,000 and is distributed to 
over 350 venues across the city 
of Nottingham.

If your venue isn’t one of them, 
or you’d like to advertise, 
contact Ash on 0115 9240476, 
email ash@leftlion.co.uk or 
visit leftlion.co.uk/rates
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Ayup Duck
The latest Nottingham news, plus Blather, Overheard in 
Notts and City Woofi n’

Snap Notts
Get all nature and chill while reading these poems and 
gazin’ at these pics 

Splendid
Celebrate ten years of Splendour Festival with a 
throwback to some of the best bits

A Bartender in Notts
A look into how a bartender keeps his cool while dealin’ 
with you rowdy lot

The Wheel Turns
Funny YouTuber and all-round good guy JemVenturez is 
cycling to a street near you

Nottingham’s Dengest Catto and Most 
Boofi n’ Doggo Awards
Find out who’s in line to nab the crown, and probably eat 
the bogger too

Nicholas Wright Poster
Our cover artist has sorted us out with a wicked poster. 
Stick it on yer wall

Eat My Wave
Simpsonwave is the audio-visual phenomenon of a meme, 
straight out of Notts

Music Reviews
Clean out yer tabs and crank up the volume for these 
beltin’ tunes 

Straight Talk
Creative octopus Ioney Smallhorne talks poetry and 
the When We Speak anthology

Book Reviews
We’ve fi nally dusted off  our shelves and sifted 
through Nottingham’s newest pages 

Noshingham
Sort out that rumblin’ tum of yours and fi nd out where 
to get some proper scran

Stuff  to Do
Our pick of the best events that you need to get dahn 
tahn for this month

More Stuff  to Do
Plus our Screen Editor’s take on women in fi lm, and 
how you can support them 

The Goose is Loose
Bleedin’ heck, that goose has gone again. Where has 
he got to this time? 

The Lion Hunt
Crack out yer compass and get stuck in to 
our fi rst ever treasure hunt. Yar-har! 

Who Let The Dogs In?
Who, who, who, who? Meet the doggos 
that might as well run these Notts shops

Adam Chippendale, Alex Dick, Alison Evans, Amanda Simons, 
Andrew Cooper, Andy Kitt, Barb Raynor, Barbara Morgan, Baz 
Byfi eld, Bryn Attewell, Carol Williams, Chris George, Chris 
Middleton, Chris Rodgers, Chris Sloandog Sloan, Christopher 
Chant, Craig Durbin, CTRL Entertainment, David Cooper, David 
Knight, Dom Henry, Duncan McKenna, Elizabeth Watkins, Emma 
Bowden, Frances and Garry Bryan, Geoff  C, Helen Stirland from 
the Kilpin, Ian Brewster, Ian Chaplin (a good egg), James Cooper, 
Jayne Tinsley, Jeremy Gibbard, Jerome Robinson, Jim from Lee 
& Fletcher Coff ee, John Dabell, John Shaw, Jonathan Woodcock, 
Joshua Sayers, Julian Bower, Kaye Brennan, Liam Clark, Livi and 
Jacob Nieri, Manon de Moor, Mark D, Mark Durkin, Matthew 
Riches, Justin Clark, Mum/Kay, Nicola Greer, Nicola Williams, 
Nigel Cooke, Nigel Tamplin, Paul Argyle, Paul Jarman, Paul 
Spicer, Peteandreet, Philip Radnell, Qanon TheGreatAwakening, 
Rachel Hancorn, Ray Sharpe, Richard Goodwin, Ron Mure, Ruth 
McIntosh, Simon Blackham, Stephen Legg, Stuart Wilson, The 
Smiths, The Team at Toast Nottingham, Toni Price, Tormund 
Giantsbane, UK Young Artists, Zoë Cooper

If you’d like your name printing in every issue, plus loads of 
other LeftLion gifts and perks, hit up leftlion.co.uk/members
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Want to get featured? Send your high-res photos and social 
media links to editorial@leftlion.co.uk

#LookUpDuck
Adam checked to see if Amelia had seen it. 
photo: Rawson Photography

#LeftEyeOn
I’ve never heard anything like it in all my life. 
photo: Feruz Kesete

#LocalBobtech
Warrabaht ‘em, duck? Gerrin’ warmer here. 
photo: Curtis Powell

Ahoy, me ‘eartehs. 

What’s good?

I’ll tell you what: treasure. And 
we’ve buried some in a secret 
location in the city. Luckily we’re 
generous pirates here at LeftLion 
HQ, and have inserted a handy 
map in this magazine to help 
guide you along the path to 
riches, illustrated by our featured 
seadog, Leosaysays. Shiver me 
timbers, indeed. The aim of the 
game is to visit each checkpoint, 
collecting letters along the way 
(which you’ll need to claim the 
booty). Be warned, scallywags; 
when it’s gone, it’s gone.

For this issue, we’ve chucked the rulebook out and gone waps. Maybe it’s the intense 
heat, perhaps it’s the meme-induced depletion of intellect, but the magazine is 
inundated with piles of dogs and cats. First off , you’ll clock that our new City Stylin’ 
column has been hijacked by a couple of trendy, Insta-famous pooches. Secondly, 
we’ve got a spread of beast-based business to get stuck into, including a close look 
at some of this city’s celebrity hounds, as described by Oscar & Rosie’s Olly Hunter 
on page 18.

But the most exciting creature content is possibly the greatest, most heckin’ 
esteemed awards that can be found around these parts. Forget – very weirdly – 
voting for the cutest baby of the year; we’re giving your lot the chance to decide 
which feline and hound are the wickedest, most wiley little poop-pots in the land. 
That’s right, Nottingham’s Dengest Catto and Most Boofi n’ Doggo Awards are now 
open for voting, and it’s down to you to decide who gets crowned champion. Find 
the furry familiars on page 19, and choose wisely.

Besides all the swashbuckling scavenging and critter swooning, we do have some 
actual words about real, cultural stuff  in the city. This month we had the pleasure of 
sitting down with rising YouTube star JemVenturez; the funniest St. Ann’s cyclist you 
ever did clock upon the internutts. You might have seen the bogger bombing around, 
chuckling to himself insanely while popping elongated wheelies down London Road, 
or maybe you’ve seen one of his funky stickers emblazoned on a pedestrian crossing. 
We’re well chuff ed to have bagged the joy-fi lled chap for an interview, and you can 
read all about him on page 15.

On top of all that, we had a word with Nottingham Black Writers’ Network member 
Ioney Smallhorne, about her poem in the collective’s anthology When We Speak. 
Plus, the UoN-based inventor of the mad trippy, mad viral audiovisual genre 
Simpsonwave, Lucien Hughes, gives us the lowdown, and singing sensation and 
workshopaholic Abi Moore from the Nottingham Voice Collective talks happy vibes. 
Finally, of course, we’ve got reviews aplenty so you know what’s what in the world of 
Notts music, literature and food. Phew.

“But what about the cover art?” I hear you cry. Nicholas Wright is the man 
responsible for blowing yer bonce with his steaming heap of talent, and he’s even 
managed to sneak a cheeky little pupper in the mix. Can you spot her? She’s lovely, 
int she?

On top of the pile, Nicholas has very kindly donated his time to create another 
free poster for your lot to lob up on your bedroom walls. This month, it’s stoned 
mountains and tangled arms. Don’t say we never treat you.

If you want to see more of Nicholas’ work, he’s whacking on an exhibition this month 
at the Hooten Street Project from Friday 13 – Friday 20 July, so get dahn if you know 
what’s up.

Now’s the point when we sit twiddling our thumbs, waiting for yous to partake in 
the hunt and get digging. We’ve had a right blast putting this bogger together, and 
trust us when we say what lies beneath is worth going to the eff ort for. Faint-hearted 
landlubbers need not delve, but we hope all you true buccaneers out there enjoy 
the show.

Right, time to stop messing abaht now. There’s ships to be scuttled, and fi sh to 
be fed.

Until next time, mateh.

/leftlion

@leftlion

@leftlionmagazine

Bridie Squires, Editor
bridie.squires@leftlion.co.uk





AYUP
DUCK
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“What’s been gooin’ off?”

 
 
words: Adrian Reynolds
illustration: Corrina Rothwell 
 

illustrations: Rikki Marr

Pint of Cobra 
Bars and restaurants in this city have been closing down and 
changing hands like nobody’s business. The latest quaffing 
hole to wave the white flag is old Saltwater int’ Cornerhouse. 
I was never a big fan of the bogger, to be honest; not since I 
had a few kekkles and they lobbed me out for refusing to take 
my cap off, any road. 

Now they’ve shut shop, former World Heavyweight champion 
Carl Froch has bagged the venue for himsen so he can run 
a fancy new boozer. I can’t see me cap being a problem in 
The Cobra’s new Alto Bar; not that the no-hat policy will 
change, just that I’ll tek it off when that hard nut tells me 
too. He battered George Groves in front of 80,000 people at 
Wembley, ya know.

Cain and Bagel 
Two Notts brothers have been in court duking it out 
over the Birds Bakery inheritance their mam left them. 
Her fave got £737,000, whereas the wrong’un bagged 
a measly chuffin’ £40,000. It’s a skank one, maybe, 
but surely you can leave the lawyers out and sort it 
between yersens, lads?

Notts’ Bobbest Burglar
They say practice meks perfect, but not in the case of 
one Notts bloke that was caught nicking from Viccy 
centre last month. Some plain-clothed coppers collared 
him trying to pocket a remote control helicopter, which 
turned out to be his 213th arrest. Sort it out.

Top of the Pops 
A fella from West Bridgford has bagged himsen 
the Celebrity Dad of the Year title, beating the likes 
of Prince Will, Rio Ferdinand and some lad from 
One Direction. Mark Hoyle, aka LadBaby, gorr’is 
face out there by lobbing up daft parenting videos 
on YouTube. Not only is he a right funny bogger, 
he’s from NG2 an’all, so good on him. 



City Stylin’
words: Anna Murphy      
photos: Olivia Powell and Nicola Thorpe
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Man 1: Where you going tonight?

Man 2: To a tapas restaurant.

Man 1: Oh, where’s tapas then?

Man 2: It’s a cuisine, not a restaurant, ya c**t.

“I swear you didn’t get ginger 
beards when I was a lad… I blame Ed Sheeran.”

"I’m trying to work out who 
this McEnroe Borg is cos he 
looks ever-so familiar.”

"Don’t snatch from me 

or I’ll break ya.” 

"Why have you got a beard? You look like you have a mortgage, a few kids and your wife’s always on at you.”

“I want to go for a wee but it 
smells like poo.”

“It’s not his fault his d**k’s too big.”

“Can we watch My Sex 
Robot on Netfl ix, please?”

“I’m just not sure I can really take doge seriously as a meme.” “Liberty X and electro swing 

on repeat is torture though.”

“I saw a woman kick a girl 
in the fanny. I literally don’t 

know what to do with that.”

“I can safely say I haven’t thrown 

my own sh*t out of a window.”

“Stand too close? Get banged.”

“The Prius has a 

dang big boot.”

“That’s the perfect amount of 

crisps for a crisp sandwich. 

Life’s fi nally looking up.”

“I’m mambaphobic.”

Girl: What’s your name?

Lad: Simon.
Girl: One of the chipmunks is 

called Simon!

“What is it with kids all wanting to lick sockets?”

“I don’t go out to the pub to get 
drunk, but I always do get drunk.”

Bloke: I’ve not even brushed 

my teeth. You got any 

chewing gum?

Woman: I’ve got a Rennie? 

“How much is it for fi ve 

pounds worth of beer 

tokens?”

“I’m all about the fi ner things in life. Thanks to my healthy amount of Instagram 
followers – over 8,000 fans, dontcha know – I either get sent my bandanas from 
friends in the US, or my owner trawls through Etsy to fi nd a lead or accessory that’s 
just right. I absolutely adore This Charming Hound, which is a business run by a lovely 
lady in Norfolk, or even Dapper Maximus Designs, run by Neve, a seventeen-year-old 
entrepreneur. Now she knows how to make a jaunty collar.
 
To be honest, I think us mutts have got the right idea compared to you two-legged 
folk. Dog style has gone back to how people used to buy clothes; homemade or 
from local seamstresses, all made to order and bespoke. The makers know you 
and message you with fabric you might like. We prefer our walks to be fast, not our 
fashion. Sure, it might not be the most selfl ess way to spend your coppers, but if you 
can look good and support the community, then what’s not to like?”

Bunty, 10 months old

 
“I’m mad, me. Never sit still. Always summat to bark at. I really love chattin’ back to 
the telleh but really me ultimate favourite pastime is biting the armpit of me mate, 
Scampy. He’s a labrador, but he’s alreet. I also quite like to lick the fl oor for a bit of 
variety.
 
Anyway, if you’re looking at me tongue... it’s a pug thing. We was bred too much and 
now lots of us have tongues that are too big for our gobs, which is why it’s pretty 
much always hangin’ aht.

I love my owners; I like to nick as much food as I can from them, and get kitted out in 
the best of wares, including this very jaunty little bandana. Or, as I like to call it, my 
slobber clobber!”

Frank, 8 years old
 
 

ROYAL WEDDING
It was superb. Such a lovely, jolly event. We even decorated our shop with bunting for a week. 
Meghan looked gorgeous, I don’t know who the designers were but they were geniuses. But 
then, if she’d turned up in a bin bag she’d still look fantastic. The cello player from Notting-
ham was also brilliant. It was lovely to see a bit of our town at such a fantastic occasion.

THE WORLD CUP
Some of these teams can barely score and you have to wonder why because the goals are 
absolutely enormous. We saw that team rugby tackling Harry Kane too and you have to ask 
whether they realise what sport they’re playing.

NOTTINGHAM CASTLE CLOSED FOR REFURB
It’s a lovely house, but it has gone downhill a bit and needs a proper tarting up. It’s a shame 
they can’t keep the grounds open, but we’re all for it getting a facelift. People will just have to 
visit Wollaton Hall or the Arboretum if they want to spend some time outdoors instead.

Nottingham’s most opinionated grocers on...



Man Made Reserve
 
In the beginning, there was the machine
and the machine mined the limestone.
When it had scraped the gravel pits lean,
until there was nothing but dust,
it ceased its anger.
 
On the second day, after the machine had rest,
Man said, let there be water.
And water fi lled the scooped out ponds
until the land was fi xed so it looked like lakes.
 
On the third day, Man said, let there be carp
and the common carp entered the water,
splattered the wet as it see-sawed and sloshed,
the carp it did multiply amongst the crayfi sh,
otter and perch.
 
On the fourth day, the hibiscus
and dandelions reclaimed the earth,
they drank heartily, thrived like worker bees in hives.
On this day, the blue butterfl ies paraded the land,
by day they fl uttered,
at night they perched on the underside of leaves.
 
On the fi fth and sixth days,
the grasshoppers, willow tits and tree sparrows came,
so did the insects of every species,
they fl ooded the land in a hurry,
cradled the wetlands in their wake.
 
By the seventh day, the reserve was complete,
full of mallards and warblers, dragonfl ies and more.
Man said, for now you can all stay.
 
Nature looked at him, shook its head
and said, ahh Men!

Psalm 151 Panya Banjoko’s Version (PBV)
 
151 The water vole is a rodent; Who shall question?
2 She makes her nest on the border: plops in the still water.
3 Yea, though she burrows on the brink of the bank, leaves muddy
tracks in view, she loves the murky depths.
4 She keeps her home clean; marks her territory with her latrine.
5 Though her robe be shiny, sometimes brown and sometimes regal
black she is still the prey for heron, stoat and eagle.
6 Her time may be short upon the land, fi ve months brief, yet still
she replenishes her stock quite freely.
7 Surely the water vole is worthy of praise: as she leaves a v-shaped
wake in her trail.
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The Sermon of Nature
 
Blessed are the ants like knights in armour
for they devour the eggs of troublesome insects.
 
Blessed be the worm, who thank the ants for their battle,
for they toil in the soil, watch as the frogs croak.
 
Blessed are the frogs, sometimes mistaken for toads,
for without them the mosquitos would invade the land.
 
Blessed are the mosquitos that swarm the ponds
for they remind us that blood can be drawn, and is often shed.
 
Blessed are the ponds and all the life that lay within
for they are the wetlands that off er the insects a home.

Worker Bees
 
We feed and we clean all for the queen
waiting to lay the eggs.
We stomp on the fl owers for hours and hours
make pollen that sticks to our legs.
 
When the work’s done
there’s still not much fun
as we stand, for days, on guard.
A thousand of us, never a fuss
the life of a drone ain’t as hard.

Snap Notts #3

Location: Attenborough
Nature Reserve
Poem: Panya Banjoko
Photos: Stephanie Webb



LIVE COMEDY EVERY 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT

GET LAUGHING THIS WEEKEND WITH 
AWARD WINNING COMEDY AT THE GLEE CLUB
Every week we bring you 4 superb comedians from 
the international comedy circuit. With great food & 
drinks offers, you can make a whole night of it.

UPCOMING ACTS:
Eleanor Tiernan / Aurie Styla / George Egg / 
Bobby Mair / Abi Roberts / Glenn Moore / 
Sol Bernstein / Mark Nelson and many more...

gleenottingham @GleeClubNotts @GleeClubNotts 



July 5, 2014 was the date that I pulled my first pint. I’ve made sure 
to remember the anniversary. I think the guy ordered a Peroni or an 
Amstel, and at first it was a bit of a monstrosity; it had quite a head 
on it. I was quaking in my boots because I didn’t want to mess it 
up. I’ve learnt that you have to take your time with it, especially if 
you're pouring ales. Don’t rush it. Pour it nice and slow, because ale 
drinkers can be quite the connoisseurs.
 
I was a regular for years before I started working at The Maze. My 
first proper introduction to the family involved me beatboxing 
at their open mic night. I got chatting to the owner, Gaz, and 
eventually started hosting the event. I’d just left my job at 
Poundland and was in and out of the Job Centre, which sent me a 
bit doolally, and luckily Gaz ended up giving me a job on the bar 
after I put out an S.O.S Facebook status asking for work.
 
Sometimes you have to deal with rude customers; that’s what 
I dislike most about the job. You ring last orders, which gives 
everyone fifteen minutes to get a final drink. When it gets to twelve 
o’clock: bam, we’re done. But people still come up and ask for 
a cheeky pint when I’m trying to clean up, so I just tell them that 
there’s a 24-hour shop down the road. Recently a guy came to the 
bar and asked for a “f**king Corona.” My colleague told him that 
he didn’t appreciate being spoken to like that, but ended up serving 
him after the bloke explained that he was Australian, and that’s just 
how he talks.  
 

Bad customers can be a bit of a bummer, but it is rare, and all just 
part of the bar game. As long as you keep calm, professional and 
diplomatic, nothing can go wrong. It’s about being nice to the 
people serving you; we’re the ones with the power to give you what 
you want. 
 
Shifts are typically about eight hours on weekdays; weekends can 
sometimes be ten or more hours if it's a drum ‘n’ bass night. When 
it gets really busy on the bar, stuff like changing barrels, sorting out 
misbehaving customers or trying to get hold of late staff members 
can be a real challenge. But it’s nothing we can’t handle. If it’s been 
a crazy hectic one, we usually have a staff drink and a ciggy before 
we go over the cleaning duties as a team.   
 
The job is all about connectivity; being able to be part of an 
amazing night and knowing you’ve created a comfortable 
environment for people to let their hair down and enjoy 
themselves. It truly is a great feeling. On one of my first shifts, an 
older lady asked me to recommend her an ale that was sweet and 
dark like me, so I poured her a pint of Castle Rock's Midnight Owl. 
 
When I was a kid, I really wanted to get into acting to be a comedy 
actor. People like Jim Carrey and Eddie Murphy were my heroes. I 
was a bit of a class clown at school, so I went to drama classes, but 
when I was thirteen I was worried people might make fun of me for 
taking them, so I stopped that and started getting more into music. 
 
All I knew was that I wanted to be something like an entertainer. 
I guess I’m one of those people who’s never really known what 
they want to do. Apart from plot for world domination, of course. 
If someone was to tell me I would be working at The Maze in 
2014, and would be promoted to supervisor within a year before 
eventually moving in upstairs, I wouldn't have believed them. 
 
Each bar has its own story, its own kind of feel. I’d like to encourage 
bars to give customers more of a local insight, so more venues 
are giving local artists a platform to perform. Where I work is a 
communal cornerstone for both local acts and acts outside of 
Nottingham; we've got people from all over the UK coming down, 
even if it's just an open mic night. They really appreciate what we’re 
doing and how we do it. I’d love to see that spread out more across 
the bar industry.
 
This job is without a doubt the best I could ever ask for, and I’m 
eternally grateful that this opportunity came my way. I have met 
some of the most amazing people and had some of the most 
golden nights here, both on the bar and on the stage.  
 
Recently, a really energetic, fiery ska-punk band called China Bull 
Shop were playing, and I’d bought one of their t-shirts to wear 
especially. I was really low on energy that night, ready for bed, but 
when they started playing their penultimate song, they pointed me 
out to the crowd and invited me to join them on stage. I did a bit 
of beatboxing with them, and ended up stage diving and crowd 
surfing. After that, I just went back to the bar and thought, “Yeah, I 
needed that.” There’s never a dull moment.  
 
 

illustration: Alex McDougall

 I’ve learnt that you have to take 
your time with it, especially if you’re 
pouring ales. 



We say happy bothdeh to Splendour; the festival celebrating ten years 

at Wollo Park this year...

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

Plenty of stuff kicked off in 2008: Princess 

Diana’s inquest finally wrapped up and 

blamed that pesky “paparazzi”, Heathrow 

opened a fifth terminal and caused chaos 

among the hippies, and the country issued 

a unanimous yelp when Woolworths 

announced it was closing.

However, in humble owd Hoodtown, the 

summer of 2008 saw some good news. 

The start of summat special. On a warm 

Saturday in mid-July, Wollaton Park opened 

its gates and thousands of people piled 

in, eagerly awaiting performances by Kate 

Nash, Paolo Nutini and The Charlatans. 

That’s right, it’s been ten whole years since 

the team at DHP sat down with Nottingham 

City Council and said “It’s abaht time Notts 

had a festival to call its own.” We can’t 

quite believe where all the time has gone.  

Highlights from the past decade of 

Splendour have included Dizzee Rascal, 

Blondie, Madness, and homegrown talent 

such as Jake Bugg and Saint Raymond, 

who both credit the fest for helping them 

on their way to the top. Philip Mulahire, 

Artist Liaison at DHP, sums it all up rather 

well. “People in Nottingham see it as ‘their 

festival’ and not something that’s just been 

parachuted in; there’s real pride in it. It’s 

always found space to encourage local 

talent, but it manages to do that on a bill 

that would grace one of the major national 

festivals.”

Over the years, Splendour has done bits for 

the Nottingham events calendar, and now 

welcomes nearly 30,000 attendees, which 

is a lot of sweaty boggers to cram into 

one field. This year, for the tenth birthday 

celebrations, we’re being treated to Paloma 

Faith as the headline act, along with a 

return from The Charlatans, and local dons 

Ady Suleiman and Nina Smith. 

DHP’s main man and owner, George 

Akins, is well chuffed with the success of 

the festival, and rightly so: “I’m extremely 

proud to continue working on an event that 

means so much for Nottingham music,” he 

says. “I’m excited to see where the next ten 

years take us, and we’ll continue to work 

hard putting on a great event for the whole 

family.”
 
Splendour takes place at Wollaton Park on 

Saturday 21 July 

Congratulations to our competition winner, 

Daniel Boddy, who bagged himsen two 

tickets to this year’s fest. 

splendourfestival.com 

The first Splendour saw Kate Nash, Paolo Nutini and Notts-

born Sam Beeton bring us chilled vibes. 

SET TIMELINE
The city went barmy with a case of eighties Madness, and 

local lads Dog Is Dead made us all nuff proud.The Pet Shop Boys gorrus wanting to be West End Girls, 

and Liam Bailey found himsen a spot in the Courtyard.Global superstars Blondie graced the stage, and Jake Bugg 

made his Splendour debut alongside Gallery 47.The fest took a grimey turn with the appearance of Dizzee 

Rascal, and we loved seeing Notts band Kappa Gamma.
Mr Bugg finally earned himsen the top spot, and Saint 

Raymond and Rob Green began climbing up the ranks.It worra party and half when the Happy Mondays came to 

town, and Amber Run were well excited to be there.The Specials got Notts rockin’ and rollin’, while the Confetti 

Stage hosted some hard rock from Ferocious Dog. Jess Glynne’s hair bounced all abaht the main stage, and 

local lads Super Furniture won us all over. 
 
It might have absolutely ratted it down, but it din't stop us 

swanning in to listen to Toneh Adleh Ahter Spandah Balleh. 

 

We’ve got some of the biggest names in pop music, and 

the best of local talent. See you at the front.



words: Bridie Squires
photo: Curtis Powell

JemVenturez is a cyclist, YouTuber, and absolute joker from St. Ann’s. He might only have a thousand-odd subscribers, 
but he’s captured the hearts and tickled the funny bones of the LeftLion off ice through and through. His channel’s 
concept is simple: he hops on his bike, straps a camera to his bonce, and narrates the journey. We met up with him in GB 
Café down Sneinton Market to discover more about the man behind the GoPro…
There’s plenty of culture to get stuck into in this city, 
but some of us are guilty of waving the white fl ag and 
settling in with a drama series and a takeaway every 
once in a while. And sometimes those drama series and 
takeaways are actually YouTube binges and a bag of 
onion rings. The class levels do indeed vary.

It was upon one of the latter sessions that I stumbled 
across the man we’ve come to know and love as 
JemVenturez. Now twelve videos strong on his channel, 
he started his journey in Nottingham, bombing down the 
A453, chatting to cows, and meeting new cyclist friends 
along the way. As I sat stirring my brew waiting to meet 
him, I couldn’t help but laugh to myself thinking about his 
cheeky wheelie-busting. Before I knew it, him and his bike 
“Speshi” (short for Specialized, the bike company) came 
swishing around the corner and settled in the doorway. 
Then came the gold-laced teeth beaming back at me.

“I’m from St. Ann’s, and I’ve got gold teeth. It's easy for 
someone to look at me and think I might be this or that,” 
says Jem. “But then I'll start talking and there's a smile 
straight away. Then we're having a conversation, then 
we're fl ying, and then I'm gone again.”

Before embarking on his quest, 24-year-old JemVenturez 
was grafting away in a full-time job. “That was cool, but 
I was doing the same thing day in and out. I wanted to 
travel, so I bought a bike! One evening I was wondering 
what I should do, and then it clicked. I just practiced 
riding and talking to myself, and at fi rst that was very 
weird. I wasn’t as fi t as I am now, so I was panting and 
trying to narrate what I was doing.”

Eventually he decided to bite the bullet and put his 
camera to use: “I was super nervous for that fi rst video. 
It’s so easy to get trolled, and I couldn’t stop thinking 

about that when I was about to click ‘publish.’ But the 
feedback was great, and my subscribers were going up 
quick. It’s never been my intention to be the biggest thing 
on YouTube or anything; it’s just a hobby that’s grown 
into a passion, and I just love doing it.”

In each of JemVenturez’ videos, he visits a diff erent 
city to fi nd out what’s going on, not knowing where 
he’s gonna end up. And weird stuff  seems to happen 
to him everywhere he goes. Throughout Somewhere 
in Manchester, he gets hassled by security, bumps into 
buskers, chats to a bloke who gets his false teeth out, and 
observes one dude dancing around with bits of celery 
and ketchup.

“Manchester was madness from start to fi nish. But you 
know Hull, when I fi rst got there I didn’t think there 
was much going on, but then I started seeing little 
streets and places,” says Jem. “Then I bumped into 
loads of commotion with an ambulance, and ended up 
meeting some really nice people. It’s like when I went 
to Barcelona, I met a guy from Sweden who was able 
to point me in the right direction just because I said 
hello. That’s the point I’m trying to prove: you can meet 
anybody in this world, you just never know.”

JemVenturez’ slogan is “Somewhere. Anywhere. 
Everywhere.” And you might fi nd it emblazoned on one 
of his stickers knocking around on a lamppost around 
the city. The logo, created by friend Georgia Murray, is a 
globe with loads of pin points stuck into it. “Me and my 
bike could be at any point at any time. No matter where it 
is, you're gonna come with me,” he says.

Alongside the fi stfuls of stickers found stashed in 
JemVenturez’ pocket, you’d probably fi nd a trusty tin of 
mackerel. Consistently throughout his videos, he stops, 

has a break, and cracks out a fi shy treat to regain some 
energy. “A lot of people hit me up about mackerel and 
people have even sent me recipes!” says Jem. “I eat it 
when I'm riding so there's no whipping up a recipe... 
straight out the tin and keep it moving. That’s me.”

The pescatarian’s feel-good attitude and energy is 
infectious. Whether that’s come from the tonne of self-
help books he’s read, or all that exercise he’s battered 
out on Speshi, is anyone’s guess. All JemVenturez wants 
is to spread a positive message on his two wheels: “The 
amount of people who’ve messaged me saying how 
inspired they’ve been is crazy,” he says. “People have 
actually got up and gone riding, and some people have 
even told me that they suff er from depression, and that 
watching me has helped them and now they're out there 
riding and meeting people.”

In the near future, JemVenturez is planning a group ride, 
and he’s asking Nottingham cycle heads to hit him up on 
his social media channels if people want to get involved.

“If only one person turns up, we’re still going to ride, and 
we’re still gonna have fun,” says Jem. “Coming from St. 
Ann’s and with my appearance, it can determine certain 
outcomes and interactions, not necessarily positive, 
but I grew up as a class clown and I’m still that guy. It’s 
just nice to show people that we aren’t as diff erent as 
you think. 

“We’re all just trying to live our life and get along. The 
world's a beautiful place, and I'm just trying to remind 
everybody of that. That's what I'm trying to express, 
and I hope I do. Who knows, you might see me 
somewhere soon.”

@JemVenturez

 Me and my bike could 
be at any point at any time. 
No matter where it is, you’re 
gonna come with me.





 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

NINA
SMITH

MAIN STAGE

CONFETTI STAGE

PEACE // FEROCIOUS DOG
TOPLOADER // ASHFIELDS

SUN.08.JUL.18

THU.12.JUL.18

SAT.14.JUL.18

SAT.11.AUG.18

 

THU.23.AUG.18

THU.13.SEP.18

SAT.15.SEP.18

WED.19.SEP.18

 

THU.20.SEP.18

FRI.21.SEP.18

MON.24.SEP.18

WED.26.SEP.18

THU.27.SEP.18

FRI.28.SEP.18

SAT.29.SEP.18

SUN.07.OCT.18

MON.08.OCT.18

TUE.09.OCT.18

MON.15.OCT.18

WED.17.OCT.18

THU.18.OCT.18

FRI.19.OCT.18

TUE.23.OCT.18

WED.24.OCT.18

THU.25.OCT.18

SAT.27.OCT.18

WED.31.OCT.18

THU.01.NOV.18

WED.07.NOV.18

THU.08.NOV.18

 

SUN.11.NOV.18

THU.15.NOV.18

TUE.20.NOV.18

WED.28.NOV.18

SUN.02.DEC.18

MON.10.DEC.18

 

THU.20.DEC.18

MON.09.JUL.18

THU.12.JUL.18

SAT.14.JUL.18

WED.25.JUL.18

SAT.11.AUG.18

SUN.12.AUG.18

TUE.21.AUG.18

 
 

SAT.01.SEP.18

WED.05.SEP.18

FRI.07.SEP.18

WED.12.SEP.18

WED.19.SEP.18

 

THU.27.SEP.18

FRI.28.SEP.18

MON.01.OCT.18

FRI.05.OCT.18

SUN.07.OCT.18

 

TUE.09.OCT.18

WED.10.OCT.18

FRI.12.OCT.18

TUE.16.OCT.18

WED.24.OCT.18

THU.25.OCT.18

FRI.26.OCT.18

SAT.27.OCT.18

MON.29.OCT.18

WED.31.OCT.18

THU.01.NOV.18

FRI.02.NOV.18

SAT.03.NOV.18

TUE.06.NOV.18

FRI.09.NOV.18

SAT.10.NOV.18

SUN.11.NOV.18

FRI.20.JUL.18

MON.17.SEP.18

SAT.10.NOV.18

WED.05.DEC.18

FRI.06.JUL.18

THU.19.JUL.18

WED.15.AUG.18

TUE.28.AUG.18

MON.10.SEP.18

TUE.11.SEP.18

FRI.21.SEP.18

THU.27.SEP.18

FRI.28.SEP.18

SAT.29.SEP.18

MON.01.OCT.18

TUE.02.OCT.18

SAT.06.OCT.18

TUE.09.OCT.18

THU.11.OCT.18

FRI.12.OCT.18

SAT.13.OCT.18

TUE.16.OCT.18

FRI.19.OCT.18

SAT.20.OCT.18

WED.24.OCT.18

THU.25.OCT.18

SUN.28.OCT.18

SAT.03.NOV.18

TUE.06.NOV.18

TUE.13.NOV.18

SAT.17.NOV.18

SUN.18.NOV.18

SAT.24.NOV.18

SAT.15.DEC.18

SAT.22.DEC.18

SAT.19.JAN.19

MON.28.JAN.19

FRI.08.FEB.19

SUN.26.MAY.19
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The dull, staccato throb of a stumpy tail on carpeted fl oor and the thin jingle of tin 
name tag on collar. These are the fi rst signs that you and the shopkeep are not alone 
among the wares. Dogs in shops have become a thing of late and as a bunch of 
committed dog lovers, we are very much in favour of this trend. But who among us has 
time to seek out the fi nest four-legged shop denizens that our city has to off er?... 

Sorry mate, we don’t let dogs in this side 
bar. But here are some pubs that do, as 
described by Olly Hunter...

The Angel Microbrewery, Lace Market
I’m not sure many dogs would have the balls to enter 
The Old Angel – not least because there was a sodding 
great bull mastiff  roaming the place – but since its 
transformation into the Angel Microbrewery, dogs 
are more than welcome. In fact, I’ve had to forgo my 
favourite seat on the Chesterfi eld sofa on a number 
of occasions because a Weimaraner was sat on it. So, 
there you go.

The Organ Grinder, Alfreton Road
The Blue Monkey pub has always been a favourite stop 
for pooches, and with a wide range of locally brewed 
Blue Monkey beer to choose from, those hounds have 
never been short of off ers from human pub friends to 
take them for a cheeky pint.

Doctor’s Orders, Mansfield Road
This enigmatic micropub in Carrington not only 
welcomes dogs but even provides free biscuits for the 
hairy blighters. Might want to leave the St Bernards 
or Great Danes at home during super peak periods 
though, given the bijou dimensions of the place.

The Robin Hood and Little John, Arnold
Now I’ve never been here to check it out but I’m 
informed with some certainty that the Robin Hood and 
Little John in Arnold serves doggy beer! To me, the idea 
of dog beer has a whiff  of the last days of the Roman 
Empire about it, but until the point that our dying 
civilisation fi nally implodes it does all seem rather cute 
and fun.

Junkyard, off Fletcher Gate
My mate has a three-legged Romanian rescue dog 
who has an unnerving habit of yowling like he’s being 
tortured when in fact he’s expressing how happy he is. 
We often take him into Junkyard and no one bats an 
eyelid when he screams the house down. Good people.

The Gladstone, Carrington
If ever there was a pub that looked like it permitted 
dogs, this is it. The Gladdy is an institution that’s much 
loved by a wide range of patrons from north of the 
city and their dogs: from the mutts and terriers of the 
old-school locals, to the labradoodles and chalkies of 
the newer arrivals.

The Lion at Basford, Mosley Street
Not only is this top-notch Basford boozer friendly to 
dogs, it was a regional winner in the Dog Friendly Pub 
Awards in 2017. What the national winner must have 
done to clinch the title, one can only guess. Maybe the 
dogs got free sausages and tummy rubs? That’d be 
tough to compete with.

The Star, Gotham
For a period of time some years ago, this super cosy 
pub way out in Batmanville was my escape when city 
life all got a bit too much, not least because there’s 
always a healthy selection of dozing farmers’ dogs to 
bother.

Oscar & Rosie’s, Lace Market
O&R loves dogs and has a number of four-legged 
regulars, but don’t advertise the fact. This is because 
the staff  are generally so dog-love-crazed that as soon 
as one waddles through the door, they become so 
distracted that all productive marketing activity stops 
for fi fteen minutes while they pull themselves together.

Six Barrels Drafthouse, Hockley
A belting selection of beers, plenty of games to 
keep you occupied, and a load of doggy treats at the 
entrance “just in case.” They’ve even got the local 
coff ee roasters 200 Degrees supplying the black 
stuff . Might be best to keep it away from the pooches 
though; you don’t want a wired-up Fido on yer paws.

The Embankment, Trent Bridge
There’s good boys and girls in their swathes down 
The Embankment. When you’re done supping and 
swooning over the other furballs, there’s the chance 
to get down to the river for some mad picturesque 
walkies and chasing of many a goose. Watch out 
though; as valiant as your pupper may be, them 
bleeders are proper wiley.

Prop Up
The Bark

Bindi and Skull

Age: 2 years each
Breed: Yorkshire terriers
Occupation: Fashion Designers
Shop: One BC, Sneinton Market
Owners: Rita and Tony

  From their studio in Sneinton Market, these doyens 
of style dictate the tune to which the rest of the 
fashion world dances. Recent scandal-laden 
headlines about Bindi’s private life (she’s refused 
to comment on allegations of face licking) and 
Skull’s expletive-ridden late night Twitter rants 
have, if anything, only served to bolster the legend 
surrounding the fabulous duo.

Merlin

Age: 11
Breed: Merle Collie
Occupation: Twitch Gamer
Shop: The Dice Cup, Mansfi eld Rd
Owner: Matt 

  Merlin and Matt have so much in common. They 
both love games,  they’re both vegan and Matt 
need only raise an eyebrow for Merlin to leap 
dramatically into his arms for a cuddle.  However, 
where Matt has channelled his gaming enthusiasm 
into creating The Dice Cup games cafe, Merlin has 
gone another way and built up a devoted following 
on live streaming video platform Twitch.

Lucy

Age: Rude to ask a lady
Breed: Bichon cavalier cross
Occupation: Professional Glamour Puss
Shop: Jack Cragg’s Barbers, St James’s St
Owners: Sara and Tom
 
She likes to spend her days recumbent and 
watching Doggy TV while quaff ing Paw-secco 
from an ostentatious crystal fl ute. What she really 
loves, however, is a bit of male company and, as 
the top dog of a male barber shop, there’s no end 
of gentleman callers who come in their droves 
on bended knee and bearing gifts (sausage rolls, 
mainly) for the grande dame.

Oblack Boja aka Dexter

Age: Teenager
Breed: French bulldog
Occupation: Junior Apprentice
Shop: Lee Holmes, Hockley
Owners: Lee and Jade
 
At sixteen months, Dexter is at that slightly 
awkward early stage of adolescence. As a junior 
apprentice, he’s not actually trusted to cut hair 
yet, and has to make do with practicing on a 
tatty old Girl’s World styling head. While he’s 
wonderful with customers, mingling like an old 
hand, he is prone to the odd teenage sulk and has 
the perpetual air of someone who’s had a good 
bollocking.



 Welcome to the thiccest pet competition in all of Hoodtown. 
We were inundated with your pictures of smol pupperinos 
and silly cades, so we had to whittle it down to fi t the 
fl oofers on the page. Commiserations to anyone who didn’t 
make it; the competition was tough, and we don’t doubt for 
a second that you are all good boys and girls. The bestest. 
Better luck next time.

The winning doggo will bag themsens a handmade collar, 
harness and lead set from our mates at Wiff  Waff  Designs 
down Sneinton Market, and the winning kitter will get to 
enjoy a £50 voucher from Alex MacNaughton, the mega-
talented pet portrait artist featuring on page 22 of this issue, 
who’ll knock up a piece for your living room wall. Meet your 
fi nalists… 

THE CATTOS

Florence
Hooman: Sue Richards

Nimrod
Hooman: Alison Knox

Coco 
Hooman: Clare Martin

Sally
Hooman:Callum Snell

Bob
Hooman: Rosie Francis

Wesley
Hooman: Lee Tabix

Thunderpaws
Hooman: Rich Baldwin

Gizmo 
Hooman: Stuart Wilson

Stanley
Hooman: Alex Traska

Pam 
Hooman: Callum Snell

Pippin
Hooman: Jacqueline Poole

Smudge
Hooman: Ashleigh Buckley

THE DOGGOS

Lulu
Hooman: Martin Knox

Toby 
Hooman: Bethany Bain

Bella 
Hooman: Clare Adams

Bruce
Hooman: Rebecca Bagci

Lola 
Hooman: Jo Lewis

Boo’da 
Hooman: Phillip Gillott

Archie
Hooman: Danielle Humphries

Meg and Mimi
Hooman: Elizabeth Yearsley

Eddie
Hooman: Craig Best

Ted 
Hooman: Karla Finnegan

Arthur
Hooman: Liz Lesquereux

Jarvis
Hooman: Richard Chubb

the Dengest Catto &
 Most Boofin’ Doggo 

Awards

VOTE NOW AT LEFTLION.CO.UK/HECK 

illustration:  Craig Humpston





We grabbed a few words from this 
month’s cover and poster artist 
Nicholas Wright... 
Tell us a bit about yourself... 
I’m a multimedia artist. I do traditional stuff like pen and 
ink art, but at the same time I was part of a team that 
designed the look of a virtual-reality planet, which moved 
in time to whatever music we inputted. We mapped areas 
of the world onto custom-made projection surfaces. That 
was pretty fun. I also run an event called Wrong Pong, 
which is table tennis with angled tables, obstacles and 
anything that makes the game more difficult. 
 
What was the inspiration behind this month’s cover 
and poster art? 
I'm a bit obsessed with the throwaway society we live in, 
so I combined a selection of life’s paraphernalia into my 
own flight-of-fancy landscapes. I’m not trying to make 
too many direct references to the “environment” or “pop 
culture.” It’s there if you look deep enough. 
 
The poster was hand-drawn with my current favourite 
pen and carbon ink. Yes, I have a favourite pen, and its 
name is Reg. Once the lines were drawn, I scanned it 
and reconstructed it on the computer. I then scanned in 
swatches of watercolour and used that to fill in areas 
for colour. 
 
Tell us about some projects you’ve worked on in 
the past…  
As well as working regionally on large community 
projects with the likes of City Arts Nottingham and 
some major blue chip clients, I’ve exhibited my work in 
Denmark, Holland and Germany. I’ve also curated large 
survey shows in the East Midlands art scene for a project 
called The Carnival of Monsters.  
 
What do you think to Nottingham’s creative scene? 
It’s a great place to have a studio and has a good scene, 
but it does tend to be a little biased towards artists from 
London. As much as I like cultural exchange, it would be 
good if one of the bigger galleries did a survey show of 
the Nottingham scene. I think it’s long overdue. 
 
What do you have planned for the future? 
More shows at my studios that include work from myself 
and a few other artists I'm working with. I realise this 
sounds weird, but I want to find a show in London; I think 
I need to expand my audience a little. Also, I really want 
to do some larger paintings on canvas. 

Nicholas Wright’s Piles and Piles exhibition is showing at 
the Hooten Street Project from Friday 13 - Friday 20 July

nicholaswright.net

Alex MacNaughton 
Pet Portraits

I originally got the idea for Pet 
Portraits after getting quite a 
few requests from friends to 
paint their pets, and it made me 
wonder whether other people 
would be interested too. I 
started putting them up for sale 
in my online shop and they’ve 

been really popular ever since. I always work from a 
photo provided by the owner. Each piece is hand-painted 
using acrylic paints and they usually take me between 
two and four hours, depending on the type of pet and 
how intricate their markings are. 
 
I’ve had some really lovely reviews from customers in 
the past. To date, my absolute favourite is probably: 
‘‘Lexie was amazingly helpful; the portrait was beautifully 
painted and a perfect replica. We gave it as a fiftieth 
birthday gift and she was thrilled with it. She said it was 
her best gift.’’

I’m currently working from home but would love to 
have my own studio at some point in the future. At the 
moment I only paint pet portraits part-time. I work two 
full days a week painting portraits, and the other three 
days I walk dogs for a living. Around Christmas, I have 
so many orders that I need to paint during evenings and 
weekends to get everything done.

I seem to have stumbled into painting pet portraits 
through trial and error. I actually studied textile design 
at university, but always really loved to draw. After 
graduating, I tried several different avenues for selling my 
illustration works and have really developed my painting 
techniques over the last few years. Pet Portraits was a 
happy accident which started from painting for friends 
and has slowly grown into a successful business over the 

last year or so. I love it because I’m making a living from 
my two favourite things: animals and painting. I also love 
hearing stories from customers about their pets. Some 
paintings are to remember beloved pets that have sadly 
died, others are gifts for loving owners, and it’s lovely 
to think that people have my artwork hanging up in their 
homes all over the country.

lexiemac.co.uk

UNDER 
COVER 
ARTIST

Art W orks
Nicola Halford
Neon Leon

This is my take on a piece by 
local artist Buster Fisher. The 
collaboration came about 
after contacting Buster for 
a bit of artistic advice last 
year. He was very helpful and 
complimentary of my work, 
and suggested that I take one 

of his lions to make a piece of glass art. I was totally up 
for the challenge as his work is amazing and I knew it 
would be difficult to create.

Painting on glass panels was just an idea I had one 
day back in 2014. I’d painted some glasses and vases 
back in college, but never tried making glass wall art 
and hadn’t seen anyone do it at the time, so I consider 
myself to be self-taught.

It all started with simple designs. I didn’t really think 
I was doing anything special until some friends came 
round one Saturday night, saw my work and asked 
how much I’d charge for my paintings. I was blown 
away. I then started to design pictures of my own, and 
complete commissions for friends and family.

I love what I do; not only is it great for my mental 
health, but others get enjoyment from my art too. I find 
it extremely therapeutic; I once painted for fourteen 
hours straight, and time just flew. I was in the moment. 
I guess it’s like mindfulness meditation for me.

I have sent my paintings all over the UK and across 
the globe, as far as Dubai and Sydney. One of my 
pieces even won an award, getting first prize at the 
Nottingham Institute of Mental Health Exhibition 2017. 
I’ve also donated two of my paintings in the last eight 
months to raise money for charities.
 
Things have progressed and I create wall art as well 
as installations, including an opportunity to create six 
kitchen cabinet panels for a couple in Chicago. I’ve also 
started to facilitate workshops; I love showing people 
how it’s done and seeing the development of others 
using this medium.

Collaborating with other artists is great, not only 
because of the challenge of trying out new techniques 
to keep with the original vision, but the collaborative 
artists seeing their pieces on glass brings a new 
element to them. 

Last year, I collaborated with Derby artist Jack Esposito 
and Emma Yeomans, the Nottingham illustrator. It’s 
great bouncing ideas off other creative people and it 
really helps to keep a good creative flow going.
 
This piece is up for grabs in a competition running on 
facebook.com/busterfisherartist

nicolahalford.co.uk
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Eat My Wave
By splicing clips of The Simpsons together with the 
glitchy, retro aesthetics of the internet music genre 
vaporwave, Lucien Hughes, a student at the University 
of Nottingham, became the key proprietor of a new 
subgenre: Simpsonwave. Since releasing his fi rst video 
in February 2016, Lucien has not only created a popular 
meme but somewhat rejuvenated vaporwave altogether, 
having garnered nearly 23 million YouTube channel views. 
We caught up with Lucien to give us some insight into the 
subgenre and its success.
 
Could you describe what Simpsonwave 
is in fi ve words?
Melancholic nostalgic online audiovisual 
genre.
 
When did you start to take interest in 
vaporwave as a genre?
I was quite late to the scene. My friend 
introduced me to vaporwave in summer 
2015, but I didn’t pay it much attention 
until later in the year. I just thought it was 
a bit of a fad at fi rst.
 
What drew you to link vaporwave and 
The Simpsons together?
I took a few weeks off  university due to 
illness and was spending a lot of time on 
the internet; I was killing a lot of time on 
an absurdist Simpsons-themed Facebook 
group. A couple of other users posted 
some Simpsons clips cut to vaporwave-
type music, and I decided to take it a lot 
further.
 
How did you go about selecting the 
clips and editing the videos?
I’ll have an idea of what kind of 
atmosphere I want to convey and comb 
through old episodes until I fi nd a scene 
which I can edit into what I want. I usually 
skip through the episode without sound 
on. It helps that I spent countless hours 
watching the show as a child.
 
Would you ever consider doing 
something similar with a diff erent 
animated TV show?
Other people have made similar videos 
from other shows, but personally I don’t 

think any other show has quite the same 
universal appeal; no other cartoon has run 
as long or been so internationally popular. 
Everyone born in the last thirty years grew 
up watching The Simpsons. In its heyday, 
the show perfectly blended bizarre 
humour and sincerity.

Were you surprised at its success? Why 
do you think it’s had such a big impact 
on the internet?
I was surprised, yes. At fi rst it seemed 
really niche, but it turned out to appeal 
quite broadly. I guess the combination 
of what I call the “pseudonostalgia” of 
genres like vaporwave and legitimate 
nostalgia that comes from the visuals 
really struck a chord with people.

What are you currently working on 
and is it related to what you did with 
Simpsonwave?
Recently I’ve been working on some 
short original music videos for various 
artists and delving into 3D graphics quite 
heavily; I’m always looking to expand 
my creative potential. When I listen to a 
piece of music I’m constantly inventing 
visual narratives in my head, and I feel 
like there’s a lot that can be learned from 
the success of internet phenomena, such 
as Simpsonwave, that can be applied to 
the broader music scene. I feel more and 
more often consumers are seeing popular 
music videos as a legitimate art form.

You can fi nd Lucien on Instagram 
(@lucienhughes) and YouTube 
(Lucien Hughes)

Belting 
Business

interview: Dan Lyons  

words: Bridie Squires
photo: Natalie Owen  

There’s summat about singing that scares people. It seems 
that if you’ve not exercised yer pipes, the most cringey thing 
you could possibly do is belt out them nails-on-a-chalkboard 
notes. One woman trying to end the stigma, and bring a 
fun, comfortable feel to the process is Abi Moore, who runs 
Nottingham Voice Collective…
At primary school we had a wicked 
headteacher, Mr Benzie, who used to get 
us all singing hymns in assembly. This one 
time, a girl sitting at the back of the hall 
was letting out the most almighty bellow, 
seemingly unaware of the racket she was 
making. Bums shifted on the fl oor as kids 
turned around sniggering, and when the 
tune ended, Mr Benzie called her out.

But he wasn’t an arse. He said he wanted 
everyone else in the room to sing as loudly 
and enthusiastically as her. With that, the 
rest of the kids raised the volume and the 
smiles, and happily howled away.

The older we get, and the longer we go 
without singing, the more we’re inclined to 
shy away from it in public; unless, of course, 
you’ve sunk ten and it’s karaoke night at 
The Dog and Partridge. But I’ll be bobbed if 
you tell me you don’t have a cheeky tinkle 
on the cords when the shower’s streaming 
and you’ve got yer sponge wedged under 
your pit. And I bet you any amount of quids 
that it feels pretty good.

I clocked the Nottingham Voice Collective 
online and decided to head along for a 
workshop. When I got there, I nervously 
blurted out that I couldn’t hold a note, 
but the group was so welcoming that all 
worries soon faded. We were split into 
four sections: altos and sopranos (higher 
voices), as well as tenors and baritones 
(lower voices).

We had a right laugh with Abi learning 
diff erent parts of songs, eventually chiming 
together to create a harmony. Those cheeky 
looks when we caught each other’s 
eyes said it all; we were fl ying.

“Everybody's in the same boat, no one's 
judging anybody,” says Abi. “Once you've 
gone past the initial scary bit of opening 
your mouth and letting a sound out, you just 
sing. There’s loads of support.” 

After moving to Nottingham three 
years ago, Abi started running singing 
workshops: “I’ve worked in fi sh and chips 
shops, petrol stations, clothes shops and 
a bakery,” she says. “Now, I’m playing live, 
teaching performance, and singing. I went 
to church when I was young; I didn't have 
a clue what was going on, but I loved the 
music and started playing the keyboard at 
fi ve. I'm more qualifi ed in playing the violin 
than anything else, but singing has always 
been my favourite.”

Earlier this year, Abi and her choirs were 
invited – by Pitch Perfect’s musical director 
Deke Sharon – to perform at the David 
Geff en Hall in New York City for the Total 
Vocal concert: “It was so nerve wracking 
and exciting; there was around 275 singers 
on stage, and it was live streamed across 
the world,” says Abi. 

The workshop, packed with blues, jazz, pop 
and rock music, was topped off  with our 
rendition of Rag‘n’Bone Man’s Human. 
That, and the good feels, have been 
echoing through my bonce, and my lungs, 
for weeks.

Nottingham Voice Collective meet again at 
College Street Centre on Saturday 21 July, 
1pm - 4pm. Tickets are £20.

facebook.com/nottinghamvoicecollective



The DandyLions
Less is More
Album (Self-released)

Coming at you straight out of the 
seventies, The DandyLions combine a 
stomping glam-rock sound with more 
modern pop-punk aspects. The band have 
a knack for writing tracks that are upbeat, 
catchy and full of easy-to-remember choruses. The lyrics are 
cheeky and clever, with some of the best to be found in Pick & Mix, 
Women in Charge and Domino. The DandyLions have a defi nite 
Marc Bolan/T. Rex feeling about them, not only in some aspects of 
their sound but also in their aesthetic, including genderfl uid stage 
clothes, neon costumes, and punky face paint. The instruments are 
played enthusiastically; there are some great solo moments on 
the guitar as well as bass and drums. Overall, the album is well-
produced and the band itself have found a chaotic sound, perfect 
for live gigs. Elizabeth O’Riordan

thedandylionsuk.bandcamp.com

David Ochrombel
Making Memories
EP (Self-released)

The Americana-laced Making Memories is the 
second release from singer-songwriter David 
Ochrombel. Bending genres between rock, 
country, and blues, Ochrombel’s vocals are 
gritty but mellow, musing over themes of love 
and life, the slow twang creating a depressive feel. His songs are made 
up of steady, low beats combined with some lighter playful notes; 
the country infl uence most apparent in the guitar and vocal style, and 
the words wrapped up in them. Ochrombel has a way with writing 
memorable lyrics, notably in the repetition of Demons. This EP is both 
relaxing and gloomy, like a lone man and a contemplative bottle of 
whisky; a good collection for when you want to feel sorry for yourself. 
In all, the fi ve-song project is a modern take on a lot of classic styles of 
music, and it works well. Elizabeth O’Riordan

davidochrombel.bandcamp.com

Cadence Noir
#FFBB
Album (Self-released)

When reviewing a band like Cadence 
Noir, it’s traditional to draw a comparison 
with any other band featuring a fi ddle. 
Every band that uses a violin sounds the 
same, right? Well, this reviewer isn’t going 
to fall into that trap so easily… mainly because the band that most 
readily sprang into my head on my fi rst listen to Cadence Noir was 
one that I haven’t heard in around thirty years and doesn’t feature 
a violin at all. I imagine the band have never been compared to The 
Dogs D’Amour before. I’d also bet they’d rather that than Mumford 
& Sons. The key question arising from this glorious stomp of gothic 
folk rock is actually answered about ten seconds into the opening 
track: FFBB? F**k! F**k! Boom! Boom! Hey! Yep. That sums it all up 
nicely. Tim Sorrell

cadencenoir.bandcamp.com

Aja
Aja
Album (Opal Tapes)

When Aja fi rst appeared, she was making 
singer-songwriter-y music. Go on YouTube and 
compare an earnest JamCafe performance in 
2013 to now, where she fl ings herself around 
and takes live performance to extreme levels. 
The diff erence is startling. And so is this, her debut album. A ferocious 
and chaotic noise-fest, electronics are manipulated and contorted 
into punishing lightning bolts of sound. Sometimes it’s uneasy and 
confrontational, such as the claustrophobic electrostatic shock of 
Charge. Occasionally the mood shifts to something less extreme, but 
still uneasy and strange; XLR introduces echoes of ethereal vocals 
accompanied by piercing, twisted stabs of noise. Extreme, strange and 
dazzling in equal measure, it feels that Aja’s fi nally got to the place she 
wants to be. She’s still a singer-songwriter, but now her songs are less 
open-mic and more wreck-the-mic. Paul Klotschkow

opaltapes.com/album/aja

Riff  Bastard 
Riff  Bastard
Album

Set to be released on Friday 20 July on Apple Music 
and iTunes, Riff  Bastard’s self-titled debut album 
lives up to its name, delivering riff s that’re both heavy 
and groovy. The band wears their infl uences on their 
sleeve, mixing southern boogie-rock with stoner, 
doom, sludge and hardcore elements. The album 
starts with the song Shredding Skin, layering southern 

rock melodies on crushing riff s that don’t give up until all nine tracks have ended. It’s 
almost as if Lynyrd Skynyrd and ZZ Top were pushed through a punk meatgrinder 
and drowned in reverb. The band have the feel of nineties-era acts like Corrosion 
of Conformity, Orange Goblin, Down, Clutch, and Kyuss, giving them a rough and 
unpolished sound. The vocals are further back in the mix – in a similar fashion to 
doom metal legends Electric Wizard – which allows the guitars to overpower the 
song. This isn’t a bad thing either; as the band’s name suggests, the riff s are the main 
focus. Both Pepper Keenan (COC) and Neil Fallon (Clutch) are obvious infl uences on 
the vocals here, ranging from harsh southern shouts, to more husky and soulful wails, 
even unleashing some black-metal-esque shrieks. The bass has a jangly, slightly 
off -kilter nature throughout the album, adding to the chaotic, unpolished feel, which 
is only emphasised by the fast-paced drumming on the album. If this was released in 
the mid-nineties, it’d be a classic in the genre by today. Matthew Smith

riff bastard.bandcamp.com

If you’re from Nottingham and 
want to get added to our music 
writers list, or get your tunes 
reviewed, hit us up on:
editorial@leftlion.co.uk
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Your new Notts music tip sheet, as compiled by Nusic’s 
Sam Nahirny. Want more? Check out the fortnightly 
podcasts and live sessions on the Nusic website.

CAMILLE CHRISTEL 

 Since fi rst hearing New York in Round One of the Future Sound of 
Nottingham, we were hooked. Blissful, atmospheric soundscapes 
and an absolutely stunning vocal come together to make a perfect 
movie soundtrack. And then you realise that vocalist Camille is only 
seventeen. With this much songwriting mojo already, we’re sure 
it’s only a matter of time till she’s releasing songs that satisfy the 
world’s ears. 

camillechristel.com

WINDOW KID

A beast of a live performer. A 
rampage of energy, Nottsness, 
and speed, Greg Pikett – better 
known as Window Kid – is an 
MC who you’ve probs seen 
hanging about with Bru-C by the 
betting shop, or hiding canned 
beverages in Long Eaton Tesco. 
Now he’s stomping out onto the 
scene solo, with the release of 
his debut single TBH. A grimey, 
bassy banger which you probs 
don’t wanna play to your nan, 
but defi nitely do want to hear on 
a massive sound system. If this 
is what the debut release sounds 
like, we’re mad excited to see 
what comes next.

facebook.com/windowkiduk

NUSIC
BOX



BULLY
 
blood surges to his face
beetroot and boiling
his jugular enraged
pythons his throat
 
he steps closer
until his coffee breath
can be tasted on 
Jamal’s tongue
 
Jamal is 15
out of class
in the corridor
one minute after the bell
 
Mr. Cockren
is teaching him
how to communicate.

interview: Aly Stoneman 
Illustration: Alex Vine

When We Speak: An Anthology of Black Writing in Nottingham is a new collection showcasing the work of nine poets 
from the city’s Black Writers Network. The pamphlet, edited by Panya Banjoko and published by New Art Exchange in 
association with Nottingham Black Archive, “challenges how blackness is seen or is expected to be seen” and aims to 
raise awareness of the continuing rich literary tradition of the African Caribbean community in Nottingham. We caught 
up with one of the poets included in the book: writer, filmmaker, and educator Ioney Smallhorne…
 
Tell us about your poem, Bully….
I was inspired to write this poem while I was the spoken-word educator in a 
Nottingham City school. It started life as a two-page rant about inequalities in schools, 
how education needs to foster strategies to promote wellbeing for students and staff, 
and how schools need more diverse teaching staff. I was cussing the curriculum, the 
architecture and decor, Gove and even Thatcher. But essentially I wanted to be a voice 
for the young student who, at that time of having a teacher abuse his power, was 
voiceless. I stripped back the rant and set the story free.
 

What are you aiming to communicate with this work? 
Fundamentally, that bullying only breeds more bullies. Communicating with a young 
person using aggression, intimidation and threats is not teaching that young person to 
communicate positively or to have a positive outlook on life.
 
How does it feel to be included in When We Speak? 
It always feels fantastic to have work published, for your writing to be recognised. This 
pamphlet feels more than that, given that it’s an anthology connected to Nottingham 
from writers of colour. That hasn’t been done in twenty-odd years since the Chronicle 
of Minority Arts’ (CHROMA) anthology, The Writers Club Book One.

 
What’s next?
I’m in the early stages of writing a one-woman show, combining spoken word, pole 
acrobatics and film to intertwine the narratives of my personal experience of domestic 
abuse, the myth of Iove and the history of misogynoir: misogyny directed specifically at 
black women. I’ve also had a few poems selected for an anthology to be published by 
Peepal Tree Press later this year.
 
Who do you think people should be reading and listening to at the moment? 
I implore people to read diversely. Reading widely really helps to shape and open up 
your perception on people, current affairs and general life. Recently, I’ve been reading 
Bell Hooks’ Teaching to Transgress: Education as the Practice of Freedom, while a 
book I regularly return to is Women Who Run With The Wolves: Contacting the Power. 
Fiction-wise, I’d recommend Kei Miller’s Augustown and The Last Warner Woman. I 
encourage people to listen to their own inner dreams; to the stories of the oppressed, 
to young people and to the birds singing in the morning. I hope people will attend 
Nottingham Black Archive’s annual event, Read A Black Author In Public on Thursday 
20 October in Market Square, where we will also be sharing work from the anthology.
 
When We Speak can be purchased from Five Leaves Bookshop, the Natty shop in West 
End Arcade, and by contacting nottinghamblackarchive@gmail.com
 
Ioney is currently running a GoFundMe campaign to help raise funds to attend an 
Arvon writing retreat.
 

nottinghamblackarchive.org 
gofundme.com/ioneygoestoarvon

 

 I implore people to read diversely, to read 
an author who is not of their class or race or 
nationality. 
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Confessions of an Ageing Tennis Player
Nick Owen
£7.63, Independent

Haven’t we all dreamt of what it would be like to win 
Wimbledon/the FA Cup/an Olympic gold medal/Primary 
School Sports Day? Confessions of an Ageing Tennis Player is 
a short story split into tennis sets, told from the perspective 
of a fi ctional tennis player. The story watches as our underdog 
protagonist goes from zero all the way to hero, only to come 
crashing back down again. With appearances from sports 
stars and famous faces – including a little-known British tennis 
player called Andy Murray – the story emulates the rich world 
of professional tennis by including scripts and articles from 
various (also fi ctional) local newspapers, television interviews 
and a personable prose reminiscent of sporting memoirs. 
Plucky and tongue-in-cheek, Confessions is an enthusiastic and 
spirited story that charts hopes, dreams and disappointments; 
something that perhaps many of us can relate to. Well, maybe 
not the playing at Wimbledon part. Anna Murphy

Forest Folk
James Prior
£9.99, Leen Editions

There's argy-bargy afoot up in Blid’orth. First published in 
1901, and written by Nottingham lad James Prior, Forest Folk 
is a nostalgia trip of North Notts language and localities. It 
focuses on the love-hate relationship between two farming 
families, while Luddite riots and Napoleonic wars rage on in 
the background. At Low Farm, we meet the Rideouts; a local 
family with fl aming red hair, built like brick shithouses. They 
clash hilariously with posh doll-people Arthur and Lois Skrene, 
who’ve moved from Kent to High Farm up yonder. Cue awkward 
romance, bloody fi stfi ghts and enough old Nottingham dialect 
to warrant a glossary. Primarily a warm-hearted adventure story 
– with an over-fondness for meandering descriptions – Forest 
Folk shines when it explores darker aspects. The suspicious 
locals, who fear and loathe “new woman” Nell Rideout, make 
chilling villains. Prior is unsympathetic to Ned Ludd’s machine-
breakers, but his love of rural life is infectious. Natalie Mills

God Save the Teen
Andrew Graves
£9.99, Burning Eye Books

Andrew Graves has been knocking out rhymes on stages 
across the city for over a decade. This is his third collection 
of poetry following on from Citizen Kaned (2012) and Light at 
the End of the Tenner (2014). Split into four sections, it’s the 
titular one which most grabbed my attention. Graves fl icks 
between decades like vinyl in a crate. He discusses being 
bullied at school, a diff icult relationship with his father, meeting 
his future partner and coming to terms with death. This is all 
done to a backdrop of cultural reference points like Star Wars, 
Pulp Fiction, Oasis and September 11th, which help to place his 
experiences in your own sphere of reference. A fantastic read 
on its own, God Save the Teen comes across even better when 
you’ve had the pleasure of him reading them to you fi rst hand. 
Jared Wilson

Our Tan: Memoir of a Destroyed Life
Rod Madocks
Shoestring Press, £10

Our Tan is a crushing account of England’s inept social 
services. The case in point is Tania’s; a young mother at 
ease with animals and nature. Madocks, a family friend, 
experienced their struggles with the authorities before and 
after Tania’s premature death. The rigged system depicted is 
one of business jargon over professional judgement, where 
any criticism is defl ected by processes designed to shield the 
status quo. It’s a heart-wrenching, head-slapping true story 
of the damage done by misguided meddlers. One particular 
exchange, between a social worker and Tania’s father, will live 
long in the memory, while the inclusion of Tania’s own words 
provides a devastating reminder of a young life lost. More than 
a work of personal retribution, this book explores wider social 
injustice and how public services are devouring the poverty-
infl icted working-class. With Our Tan, Madocks has reinforced 
his standing as one of Nottingham’s most interesting modern 
writers. John Baird

Secret Beeston
Frank E. Earp and Joseph Earp
£14.99, Amberley 

It’s fair to say that, as Nottingham’s little sister, Beeston has 
plenty of history behind it. This book by local historians Frank 
and Joseph Earp explores as much of that past as they can cram 
into just under 100 pages. Guiding you through the town, it 
starts off  by uncovering secrets from a fi fties guidebook, before 
revealing where those fi rst few houses were built. Various 
subjects are covered, including a ten-page deep-dive dedicated 
to the history of pubs in the town, which proved to be one of the 
most interesting sections of the book. After reading, the topic of 
historic Beestonian alehouses became a standard talking point 
among my family for several days. Find out about Beestonians 
of the past, and why Gandhi and The Beatles paid the town 
a visit. Illustrated with plenty of photographs, this book is an 
adventure. Jade Moore

The One About…
Akor Opaluwah
£10, Big White Shed

It’s always refreshing to encounter something new in poetic 
form, and Akor Opaluwah’s The One About… defi nitely scratches 
that itch. The One About... (the actual title is 34 words long) 
centres around a simple concept: poetry in which the title is 
longer than the poem itself, so that the act of processing the 
title is vital to fully contextualise the piece. From this initial 
gimmick, Opaluwah does a delightful job of documenting life in 
Nottingham, his observations ranging from the heartwarming 
to the hysterical. Everyday interactions – simple moments 
like people playing in the Square or strangers smiling at each 
other on the tram – are rendered in a pleasantly prosaic style 
that highlights the experiences of those the poet sees. In The 
One About, Opaluwah establishes himself as a step above the 
average people-watcher and becomes a people-scholar. 
Liam Mills

 There’s a sweet upcoming opportunity for under-represented writers 
and illustrators in the city. Penguin Random House, in partnership with 
Nottingham UNESCO City of Literature and Writing East Midlands, 
are set to come to Nottingham on Saturday 29 September to host a 
workshop. They will hand-pick forty writers and ten illustrators to go to 
the event, who will get the chance to have their work published.

The workshop – which is bleddy free, we should add – will off er advice 
and experience from established authors, illustrators, agents and 
experts, and attendees can receive one-to-one feedback with an editor
or designer.

This comes as part of the ongoing WriteNow initiative, a programme 
within Penguin Random House that seeks to provide mentorship and 
guidance to under-represented and under-published voices and artists 

across the UK. This is the fi rst time WriteNow has released a call for 
submissions from illustrators and designers, who are themselves an 
under-represented facet of the industry.

Sandeep Mahal, Director of the Nottingham UNESCO City of Literature, 
has expressed a great deal of excitement about the program, saying 
“It’s vitally important to encourage and support writers from under-
represented backgrounds.”

Applications are open to writers and illustrators from BAME (Black, 
Asian, Minority Ethnic) or LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans, Queer) 
communities, writers and illustrators with a disability, or who come from 
a socio-economically marginalised background. The deadline is midnight 
on Monday 9 July for writers and Monday 23 July for illustrators.

write-now.live

Book Reviews

P-P-Pick up a Pen

illustration: Raphael Achache



LeftLion have teamed up with Lord of Milan author 
Robert Nieri and are making a documentary to tell 
the life story of this local legend, from his early life in 
Nottingham to founding one of the world’s best known 
football teams, AC Milan. This is a story that needs to be 
told. It’s a story that should never have been forgotten. 
Help us to bring Herbert Kilpin back home once again.

Visit our kickstarter campaign, help us make this 
happen and scoop some great rewards

leftlion.co.uk/kilpin  



Kar-O-Bar, the new addition to Hockley's 
Goose Gate, off ers the chance to sample 
the type of food you might fi nd while 
backpacking through India. Serving only 
tapas-sized portions, diners are invited 
to order various morsels in order to 
experience a host of delights both hot 
and cold.

In addition to the street food, Kar-O-Bar 
off ers a selection of craft beers, both 
local and global. Font's delicately citric 
Grapefruit IPA was in, so I opted for that; 
fruity pale beers are a favourite when it 
comes to spicy food.

I went around lunchtime, and it was 
pretty quiet, but it just meant that the 
service was all the speedier. As you 
walk in, the decor is charming with the 
brightly coloured Bollywood 

memorabilia of yesteryear holding a 
nice aesthetic. Plus, the picnic benches 
naturally add a social element to the 
meal.
 
The little dishes are brought out three 
or four at a time: the fi sh amritsari 
fritters were perfectly seasoned with 
chat masala and weren't overdone, as is 
sometimes the way with fried fi sh; there 
was some delicious, tangy sauce in the 
desi-style chicken curry, which went well 
with the warmth of the potato vada. 
There was more than enough for two 
people, and it all came in at under ten 
pounds each. 

We had a couple more summery, 
refreshing dishes, including the pani 
puri; one of the most famous items on 
the menu. The little tamarind-drizzled 
bulbs of wheat were sweet, tangy and 
had a rewarding crunch, working well 
with the soft potato, the chickpea fi lling 
and the mint and coriander garnish.

In all, Kar-O-Bar is a relatively well-
priced place for a quick snack and a 
drink, or a leisurely banquet, sampling 
a host of fl avours from across India. 
Ashwin Balu

Kar-O-Bar, 38 Goose Gate, Hockley, 
NG1 1FF. 0115 924 1742

karobarindianstreetfood.co.uk

Word on the street is that The Avenues Cafe 
in Sneinton do a crackin’ vegan breakfast, 
so I had to check it out.

There were only a few boggers sat down 
when I arrived. The place had a cosy vibe; 
everyone had mugs of tea and whacking 
great plates in front of them. And that’s just 
what I was after.

The vegan breakfast comes with an 
almighty three hashbrowns, three veggie 
sausages, beans, tomatoes, bubble and 
squeak, fried bread, toast and a partridge 
in a pear tree. Okay, not the last part – it’s 
vegan – but it has all of that and the choice 

of tea, coff ee, orange or apple juice for 
£4.50. Wowsers trousers, right?
I went up to order, and an older lady 
peered out from the kitchen door. Once 
she realised I wasn’t just lollygaggin’, she 
begrudgingly took my order. She also 
off ered plantains with the brekkie, and I 
thought I might as well.

About half an hour later, another lady with 
blonde bushy hair brought me my plate. She 
apologised for the wait, saying she weren’t 
supposed to be in today, and proceeded to 
fuss over making sure I had sauces and a 
drink. Just like ‘om.

Bubble and squeak takes me back to my 
childhood, so I was all over that. You can 
tell the diff erence when a place just reheats 
food, and The Avenues Cafe clearly cooked 
it all fresh. The plantain was worth the 
gamble as well. Call me bananas, but it 
belongs on every breakfast. The whole 
thing was just bleddy gorgeous. 

If you’re into big portions but have a small 
wallet, this is the place to go if you have a 
morning to kill. The hangover cure is well 
worth hanging abaht for. Eve Smallman

The Avenues Cafe, 13 Gedling Street, 
NG1 1DS. 0115 837 3360

facebook.com/the-avenues-cafe

Sometimes a place opens up and 
catches your eye from the other 
side of the street. It’s usually the 
indiscriminate use of the colour 
fuchsia or a hilarious neon sign: 
“FREE SMELLS” declares Red’s on 
Queen Street. It’s a competitive 
market out there, and one has to 
have the wow factor, curb appeal, or 
whatever the marketing gurus are 
calling it these days.

Lanzhou Beef Noodles on Market 
Street have a guy inside the window, 
visible from the street, throwing fresh 
noodles aloft his head. Spinning them 
around, twisting them into shape, 
slapping them onto the work surface, 
deftly chopping them and tossing 
them into a cauldron of boiling water. 
Now, that’s some serious curb appeal; 

I almost got hit by a tram as I ran 
across the street to check it out.
Forget the decor, there is none. The 
table numbers are written in biro 
on star-shaped card and sellotaped 
to the tables. But I don’t care, and 
neither should you. 

The style of noodles originates from 
the city of Lanzhou, hence the name, 
and there are literally fi ve things on 
the menu that are all £6.99 or £7 
with any drink (non alcoholic). I went 
for “original beef” and within three 
minutes, a huge bowl of steaming 
broth was brought over with those 
fresh noodles, sliced beef, spring 
onion and coriander. You can add 
chilli oil and and black rice vinegar to 
your preference at the table.

The place is packed with people but 
there’s barely any noise as everyone 
is fully immersed in their bowls, 
lapping up the stock and slurping 
their noodles. This is how the bustling 
cafes in Lanzhou operate; you are in 
and out in twenty minutes, the food 
is damn good and you’ll have change 
from a tenner. Go there immediately. 
Ash Dilks

Lanzhou Beef Noodles, 17 Market 
Street, NG1 6HX. 

Ayup, ya saucy gets!

For centuries, mankind has copied 

nature’s best engineering. Plane 

wings are curved at the tip to 

mimic an eagle’s; wind turbines 

are modelled on a whale’s fi n; 

and sonar technology was inspired 

by bats. In 2018, we’ve topped the 

lot. Behold: the sauce udder.

Inspired by a humble cow’s udder, 

Sea Fish on Derby Road have 

installed a sauce delivery system 

to mek yer jaw drop. The chef 

squeezes a plastic teat and tomato 

sauce is delivered by gravity onto 

your chips at 1000mph. Probably. 

Humble written words will never 

suff ice. You’ve got to see it in 

action, it’s bleedin’ marvellous.

The chips were cooked to 

perfection too: crispy round the 

edges and fl uff y int’ middle. All the 

classic options are available but 

the menu goes beyond the usual 

fayre. The grilled halloumi here is 

to die for, and comes with a crisp, 

cute side salad to boot. Whether 

you’re comin’ in or aht of QMC, a 

student looking for an aff ordable 

chippie tea, or a Lenton local who 

loves fresh, sustainable fi sh, there’s 

no udder place to go than Sea Fish!

         
Yours, with condiments,

Tommy K @tommykevents

Lanzhou Beef Noodles
Noobs noods

Kar-O-Bar
This ain’t a par

The Avenues Cafe
Rolling deep

Sea Fish
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Book by NEIL SIMON
Music by CY COLEMAN  

Lyrics by DOROTHY FIELDS 
Directed by BILL BUCKHURST

Based on an original screenplay by  
Federico Fellini, Tullio Pinelli and Ennio Flaiano.

Produced for the Broadway stage by: Fryer, Carr and Harris.  
Conceived, Staged and Choreographed by Bob Fosse.

FRI 31 AUG - SAT 22 SEP 2018

NOTTINGHAM PLAYHOUSE THEATRE COMPANY PRESENTS

NEW YORK COMES TO
NOTTINGHAM THIS SUMMER
BOOK NOW FOR THIS BROADWAY MUSICAL CLASSIC

Starring Olivier award-winner 
REBECCA TREHEARN (Show Boat)  
and  
MARC ELLIOTT (EastEnders)



Splendour Festival

Where? Wollaton Park 

When? Saturday 21 July

What time? All day

How much? £22 - £84.90 

The Wollo-park knees-up is back with another belting 

lineup of bands to get the deers dancing. This year, we’re 

celebrating ten years of the bogger, and see the return of The 

Charlatans who first appeared at Splendour back in 2008. On 

top of them, expect to see UK pop donnette Paloma Faith; 

this year’s main stage headliner who’s been touring with 

our Liam Bailey in tow. We’ve also got legendary band The 

Stranglers, now in their fourth decade, who’ll be joined by 

Marc Almond, Sophie Ellis-Bextor, Toploader and world-

renowned ABBA tribute band Björn Again. In addition to the 

cracking music lineup, the comedy stage will feature a host of 

stand-up talent, including Patrick Monahan and Alan Hudson. 

If you’re taking the nippers along, under-elevens can get in 

for free, and tickets are cheaper if you’re a Notts resident. 

Boom.

Nottingham Pride 2018 

and DirtyFilthySexy’s 10th 

Birthday Afterparty 

Where? All over the citeh 

When? Saturday 26 July 

What time? 11am - 6pm 

How much? Free for Pride, 

£10 for DirtyFilthySexy 

Get your marchin’ boots strapped on for the equality parade. It all 

kicks off outside Marks and Sparks on the corner of Lister Gate and 

Castle Gate at 11am, moving through the city centre, before heading 

into Hockley where the day will continue. Stalls, live performances, art 

installations, you name it, all in the celebration of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

trans, queer and intersex culture. Top the whole thing off by partying 

hard with DirtyFilthySexy, the alt-queer clubnight that’s celebrating 

its tenth birthday at Nottingham Contemporary from 8pm. Expect 

international avante-garde drag sensation Hungry, plus Charity Kase, 

and all yer favourite DirtyFilthySexy residents. Bag tickets, quicktime.

Future Sound of Nottingham

Where? Rock City 

When? Sunday 1 July

What tim
e? 6.30pm

How much? Free 

Six Notts music acts will bang and wallop dahn at the 

iconic Rock City, for the chance to play the main stage at 

this year’s Splendour Festival. The six finalists have been 

narrowed down over recent weeks on Nusic New Music 

Podcast, fo
llowing a mixed vote by proper industry 

professionals and the public. Performing this year are 

Emily Makis, Wolf Club, Pretty Babs, The DandyLions, 

Ben Haynes and Louis Croft. The winner will be 

decided by audience and judges votes on the night, 

and with the free entry you’ve got nowt to lose. 

Rana Begum’s Space 

Light Colour
Where? 
Djanogly Gallery
When? Saturday 7 July - 
Sunday 30 September
What time? Tuesday 
- Saturday 11am - 5pm, 
Sunday 12pm - 4pm, 
Closed Monday
How much? Free

Artist Rana Begum is bringing her Space Light Colour 

exhibition to Nottingham Lakeside Arts’ Djanogly 

Gallery for twelve weeks, starting this month. The 

work focuses on space, light and form while blurring 

the boundaries between sculpture, painting and 

architecture, taking influence from repetitive recitals 

from the Quran. The proper zen exhibition is the latest 

project from the exciting young artist, with her 

previous work including 2016’s King’s Cross Cubitt 

Square, Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts in 2017 and 

Tate St. Ives earlier this year.  Keep an eye out for the 

free-standing mesh installation filling the entire gallery. 

Not that you’ll miss it, like.

Nottingham Chamber 
Music Festival 
Where? Nottingham 
High School and others 
When? Friday 13 - 
Sunday 15 July
What time? Various
How much? £28-£32
 
This brand-spankin’ new festival is a celebration of 
chamber music and arts in the East Midlands, and 
is heading to Nottingham for its 2018 showcase. 
Taking place in a load of intimate locations across 
the city, including St. Peter’s Church and Delilah’s, 
the festival will bring together a whole bunch 
of bleddy brilliant musicians and artists. They’ll 
perform at seven events across three days, starting 
off with Portrait of a Friendship featuring Konya 
Kanneh-Mason on Friday 13 July. It’ll all finish with a 
grand finale that shows off Nottingham’s history of 
rebels and revolution, in a closing concert from The 
Villiers Quartet, featuring music from Goehr and 
Beethoven. Classic. 

Nicholas Wright’s 
Piles and Piles 
Where? Hooten 
Street Project 
When? Friday 13 
- Friday 20 July 
How much? Free

Our Nicholas’ new show features black and 
white drawings based around piles of human 
technology that ain’t bein’ used much. The 
Notts-based artist, whose work you can eye up 
on the cover and inside pages of this rag, makes 
you think abaht the climate, all with the spin of 
his artistic take on the state of things. 

Dance4 in the Park
Where? King Edward Park, 
Carlton Road 
When? Saturday 28 July 
What time? 10am
How much? Free

This event is crackin’ for the likkle (and 
big) boggers of the city. There’ll be dance 
performances, demonstrations and skate 
workshops, as well as an inflatable helter skelter 
and bouncy castle. You can also marvel at 
The Wild Grass, a wicked synchronised-dancing 
lawnmower extravaganza that mashes together 
modern folk dance and social history. 
 

Newark Book Festival

Where? Various locations 
When? Friday 13 - Sunday 

15 JulyWhat time? Friday 7pm, 

Saturday 9.30am, Sunday 

10amHow much? 
Each event ticketed separately

Set up to celebrate all things books, authors and 

the written word, the festival will be packed with 

events and panels on crime fiction, literature and 

children’s stories. There’ll also be a screenin’ of 

Alan Sillitoe’s Saturday Night, Sunday Morning, the 

classic film that’s set in good owd Notts.  
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SUNDAY 1 JULY 
 
 
♫ Live Jazz 
The Bell Inn  
Free, 12pm  
 
♫ Irish Traditional Folk 
Jam Session 
Malt Cross  
Free, 3pm  
 
♫ Relaxing Gong Bath 
Earthtones Sound Therapy  
£10, 10.30am 

👪 Commemoration Service 
St. Mary’s Church, Attenborough  
Free, 8.30pm  
 
🎥 From Dusk Till Dawn:  
Food and Film Night 
Rough Trade  
£15, 7pm 
 
🎥 Coup de Torchon: Clean Up 
Broadway Cinema  
£4.50 – £8.80, 11.30am  
 
🎥 Michael Eaton: 
Charlie Peace + Screening 
Broadway Cinema  
£4.50 – £8.80, 2pm  
 
🎥 Sicilian Ghost Story: Preview 
Broadway Cinema  
£4.50 – £8.80, 5.30pm  
 
📖 CJ Tudor in Conversation with 
Sandeep Mahal 
Broadway Cinema  
£5, 8.15pm  
 
🎨 Applique Rosette Brooch  
Debbie Bryan  
£12, 10.30am 
 
🔧 Wildflower Ring Workshop 
The Harley Gallery  
£80, 10am  
 
🎭 Lace Market Youth Theatre 
Showcase 2018  
Lace Market Theatre  
Free, 7pm  
 
♫ NYTO and NYIO  
Afternoon Concert 
The Albert Hall  
£1 – £10, 3pm  
 
🔧 Silicone and Gelatine 
Workshop with Fake–Up 
Malt Cross  
£25, 12pm  
 
♫ Future Sound of  
Nottingham Final 
Rock City  
Free, 6.30pm 

 
MONDAY 2 JULY 
  
 
👣 Argentine Tango: Beginners 
and Improvers Classes 
The Orange Tree  
£4 – £5, 7.15pm  
 
👪 Adventures in Music 
West Bridgford Library  
Free, 9.15am 
 
🔧 Community Learning: 
Confidence for Work 
Arnold Library  
£36, 1pm  
 
👪 Community Learning:  
Baby Massage 
Arnold Library  
Free, 9.30am 
 
🔧 Community Learning: 
Mindfulness  
Mansfield Central Library  
£36, 10am  
 
🎲 Pub Quiz 
Malt Cross  
£1, 8.30pm  
 
🔧 Community Learning: Crochet 
for Beginners 
Arnold Library  
£36, 1pm  
 
♫ Dan Chapman 
JamCafé  
Free, 6pm  
 
🔧 Prepare for a Pop–Up 3 of 4: 
Pricing Methods and Tips 
THINK Creative Space  
Free, 6pm  
 
🍴 BBQ Launch Night  
The Embankment  
Free, 5pm

🎨 Watercolour Painting Class 
Strelley Hall 
£25, 1.30pm 
 
🎤 Open Mic 
Rescue Rooms 
Free, 8pm 
 
🏈 LeftLion Office Sports Day 
Victoria Park  
£1 for a carton of eggs, 10am 
 
🎂 Birthday Cake Testing Party 
Sneinton Market 
BYOC (Bring Your Own Cake), 6pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TUESDAY 3 JULY 
 
 
♫ Plurality of Abhinaya 
Djanogly Theatre  
£8 – £12, 7:30pm 
 
👪 Adventures in Music 
Hucknall Library  
Free, 10.45am  
 
🎲 Pub Quiz 
Sir John Borlase Warren  
Free, 9pm  
 
♫ Notts in a Nutshell 
The Maze  
£3, 7.30pm  
 
🎤  Open Mic Night 
Pepper Rocks  
Free, 8pm  
 
👪 Boardgames and Tabletop 
Games Night 
Vat and Fiddle  
Free, 6.15pm  
 
♫ Let’s Eat Grandma Live  
+ Signing 
Rough Trade  
£10.99 – £24.99, 6.30pm  
 
👣 Urban Explorers 18 
Nottingham Playhouse  
£10, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Fleece Acoustic Sessions 
The Golden Fleece  
Free, 8.15pm 
 
👪 D + D By Numbers with  
Matt Zxodiac 
Malt Cross  
£10, 5.30pm 
 
🎨 Fresh: Creative Workshops for  
11–16 Year Olds 
Nottingham Playhouse 
Free, 5.30pm 
 
🎲 Harry Potter Quiz 
The Bell Inn 
£1, 6pm 
 
🎥 Fight Imperialism: 
Revolutionary Film Festival 
The Castle Pub 
£5 – £10, 6pm 
 
🎲 Out of the Box 
White Lion 
Free, 7pm 
 
📖 Michael Brooks:The Quantum 
Astrologer’s Handbook 
Canalhouse 
Free, 7.30pm 
 
 

 
WEDNESDAY 4 JULY 
 
 
👣 Salsa Class 
Bunkers Hill  
£5, 7pm  
 
🎭 Lake Enders Public Sharing 
Djanogly Theatre  
Free, 7.30pm  
 
🎤  Rofl Audio Recording Studios 
Open Mic Night 
JamCafé  
Free, 6.45pm 
 
🔧 Create Better Photographs  
for Your Business with  
a Smartphone 
BioCity  
Free, 9.30am 
 
📖 Words For Wellbeing 
Nottingham Writers Studio  
£40 – £55, 10am  
 
🔧 Community Learning:  
Pilates for Beginners 
Mansfield Central Library  
£27, 2pm  
 
🔧 Community Learning:  
IT for Total Beginners 
Beeston Library  
£42, 10am  
 
🎲 Interactive Pub Quiz 
Head of Steam  
Free, 8.30pm  
 
💻 Prototyping on a Budget 
Workshop: Part 1 
Broadway Cinema  
Free, 9am 
 
🔧 Intro to Poetry with  
Teika Bellamy 
Nottingham Writers Studio  
£15 – £22, 7pm  
 
🔬 Participation and Direction in 
Designing Prosthetic Hands 
The Newton Building, Nottingham Trent 
University  
Free, 12pm  
 
♫ Culture Abuse  
Rough Trade  
Free, 6.30pm 
 
🎥 Lord of Milan  
Broadway Cinema  
£4.50 – £8.80, 8.45pm  
 
♫ Andy’s Drum Circle 
Malt Cross  
£3 – £5, 7pm 
 
 
 

 
THURSDAY 5 JULY 
 
 
📣 Invisible Storytellers: The 
Remarkable Role of Translators 
in British Children’s Literature  
Djanogly Theatre  
Free, 1pm  
 
🎨 Seasonal Scarf Crafternoon 
Debbie Bryan  
£58, 5.30pm  
 
👣 Swing Dance Classes: 
Beginners  
Mapperley Community Centre  
£5 – £7, 7pm 
 
💻 Community Learning: Using 
Your Tablet – An Introduction 
Arnold Library  
£36, 9.30am 
 
👪  Community Learning: Baby 
Yoga – Babies Aged 6 Months 
and Their Parents 
Mansfield Central Library  
Free, 10.30am  
 
🔧 Seriously Good Social Skills 
with the Google Digital  
Garage Team 
BioCity  
Free, 9.15am 
 
🔧 Stand Out From The Crowd 
with Ian C. Douglas 
Nottingham Writers Studio  
£10 – £15, 6.30pm  
 
♫ Carson Wells +  
Please, Believe +  
Radiant Heart + R Loomes 
JT Soar  
£6, 7pm 
 
🔧 Prototyping on a  
Budget Workshop 
Broadway Cinema  
Free, 9am  
 
♫ Alice Signal Fires  
The Maze  
Free, 7pm  
 
💻 Max Cancel  
The National Videogame Arcade  
£2.50, 6.30pm 
 
💻 Completathon 
The National Videogame Arcade  
Free, 7pm 
 
♫ April Towers 
Rough Trade  
Free, 7pm  
 
♫ Tolfest 18: BBC Introducing 
Rescue Rooms  
Free, 6.30pm
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What’s on? 

There’s no denyin’ that us Notts folk love our independents. The 
city centre is full of cool shops that have things no chain can ever 
quite replicate: friendly boggers, quality products, and crackin’ 
customer loyalty. So it’s no surprise that you’ve all been voting for 
who should be named Nottingham’s Best Independent Business 
of 2018. You can stop yer nail biting, as the finalists have been 
announced.  

It seems you’ve all been on a bit of a health kick, voting 
newcomers Clean Cut Kitchen into the Restaurant category. 
Vintage is obviously all the rage, with Hopkinsons appearing 
in the Attractions and Things To Do category and Some Kind 
of Nature’s eighties-twist clothes making the Retail and Other 
category. 

It’s pretty clear that you’re all passionate about yer hot beverages 
too, as the Cafe and Coffee Shop category have a whopping four 
finalists due to a tie. But it’s not just the beans you crave, as Ila’s 
Little Tea Shoppe has made the list too. 

We’ll stop teasing you now. This is the full list of finalists, who’ll 
now be judged by a panel of experts to determine who pinches 
the crown.  Drumroll, please...
 
 

Attractions and  
Things to Do 
Broadway Cinema 
Hopkinson 
Lost City Adventure Golf  
 
Restaurant  
Annie’s Burger Shack  
Bar Iberico  
Clean Cut Kitchen  
 
Cafe and Coffee Shop 
200 Degrees  
Fox Café  
Ila’s Little Tea Shoppe 
Wired Café Bar 
 
Pub, Club, Bar and  
Music Venue  
Malt Cross  
Suede Bar  
Ye Olde Salutation Inn  
 

Health, Hair and  
Beauty 
Loxley  
NKD Waxing 
Steele Hairdressing 
 
Homeware and  
Giftware 
Dukki  
Handmade Nottingham 
The Tokenhouse 
 
Retail and Other 
Delilah Fine Foods  
Knit Nottingham 
Some Kind of Nature

Now it’s outta our hands, and 
into the judges. We can’t wait 
to see who brings the titles 
home. 
 
            itsinnottingham.com

MEET THE 2018 FINALISTS
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FRIDAY 6 JULY

🎨 Lecture: A Journey Into 
Space Light Colour 
Lakeside Arts Centre 
Free, 6pm

🎪 Friday Nights 
@ Sneinton Market
Sneinton Market Avenues 
Free, 5pm

♫ Ava Saint + Veda 
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
£5, 7pm

♫ Imara Fundraising Gig
The Maze 
£5, 7pm 

♫ George Clinton + 
Parliament Funkadelic
Rock City 
£35.75, 6.30pm 

♫ Davy Knowles
Rock City Basement
£13.75, 6.30pm 

😂 Foodie Friday
The Glee Club 
£8 – £21.50, 7pm

SATURDAY 7 JULY

👪 Community Learning: 
Surviving the School Summer 
Holidays
Arnold Library 
Free, 4.30pm

👒 Preloved Vintage Kilo Sale
Nottingham Contemporary
£1.50, 10am

😂 Stand Up Saturdays
The Glee Club 
£16 – £26, 7pm 

🔧 Intro to Journalism: 
Print and Online
Nottingham Writers Studio 
£15 – £22, 6.30pm

🔧 Bobbin Lace Rainbow with 
SP Creative Crafts
Malt Cross 
£30, 10am

♫ Jump–Up and Bassline 
Special with Tsuki
Stealth 
£4.40, 10pm 

♫ Super Furniture
Rescue Rooms 
£7.70, 6.30pm

SUNDAY 8 JULY

👣 Argentine Tango: Beginners 
and Improvers Classes
The Orange Tree 
£4 – £5, 7.15pm 

👪 Adventures in Music
West Bridgford Library 
Free, 9.15am

👪 Community Learning:
Baby Massage
Arnold Library 
Free, 9.30am

🔧 Community Learning: 
Mindfulness 
Mansfield Central Library 
£36, 10am 

♫ Dan Chapman + support
JamCafé 
Free, 6pm 

🔧 Prepare for a Pop–Up 3 of 4: 
Pricing Methods and Tips
THINK Creative Space 
Free, 6pm 

MONDAY 9 JULY

🔧 Preparing For Trade 
Workshops
Focus Gallery 
£25, 12.30pm

👣 Argentine Tango: Beginners 
and Improvers Classes
The Orange Tree 
£4 – £5 , 7.15pm

📖 Poetry from New Zealand
Five Leaves Bookshop 
£4, 7pm

🔧 Community Learning: 
Crochet for Beginners
Arnold Library 
£36, 1pm

🎨 Paper Drum Lampshade 
Crafternoon
Debbie Bryan 
£50, 5:30pm 

♫ Jonah Matrango and Friends
The Bodega 
£11, 7pm 

🎥 Even When I Fall
Broadway Cinema 
£4.50 – £8.80, 5.45pm

TUESDAY 10 JULY

🎲 Pub Quiz
Sir John Borlase Warren 
Free, 9pm 

♫ Notts in a Nutshell
The Maze 
£3, 7.30pm 

👪 Boardgames and Tabletop 
Games Night
Vat and Fiddle 
Free, 6.15pm

♫ Asylums
Rough Trade 
Free, 6.30pm

♫ Fleece Acoustic Sessions
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8.15pm

♫ Stitch Club
Ugly Bread, Market Street
£2, 5.30pm

🔧 The Start–Up Success Series: 
Session 1 Defi ne
Motorpoint Arena
Free, 9.30am

👣 Tai Chi Class
The Place Activity Centre
£20, 7pm

WEDNESDAY 11 JULY

📣 Crosswords: Spoken 
Word Open Mic
Malt Cross 
Free, 7.30pm 

😂 NCF Comedy Night
Canalhouse 
£1 – £1, 8pm 

📖 Words For Wellbeing
Nottingham Writers Studio 
£40 – £55, 10pm 

📣 Beeston Tales
The White Lion 
£5 – £6, 7.30pm

💻 Prototyping on a Budget 
Workshop: Part 2
Broadway Cinema 
Free, 9am

♫ Glas Band + Dawson & the 
Dissenters
The Maze 
£6 – £8, 7.30pm 

😂 Mark Steel 
Nottingham Playhouse 
£16, 7.30pm 

THURSDAY 12 JULY

👣 Dinis Machado: 
BARCO Dance Collection 
Attenborough Arts Centre 
Free, 3pm

📖 The Accidental Memoir: 
Writing Your Life Story with Eve 
Makis and Anthony Cropper
Five Leaves Bookshop 
Free, 7pm 

♫ The Goldleaf Duo
The Hand and Heart 
Free, 8.30pm

♫ Random Hand + Consumed
+ Minus Society + Carl Moorcroft
The Maze 
£10, 7.30pm 

🎨 Exhibition Launch: Akram 
Zaatari – The Script
New Art Exchange 
Free, 6pm 

♫ Hans Chew + Ags Connolly 
The Bodega 
£14.30, 7pm 

FRIDAY 13 JULY

😂 Tom Wrigglesworth
Bartons 
£10, 7.30pm 

♫ I’m Not From London presents 
Fuzzbox: Skinny Milk + Bloody 
Head + Human Leather 
The Toll Bar 
Free, 8pm

♫ Old Nic Trading Co 
The Lion at Basford 
9pm 

♫  Sutari + Dead Rat Orchestra
+ Sarsa Awayes
The Maze 
£10, 8pm 

🎨  Pia Camil and Trix + Robert 
Haussmann
Nottingham Contemporary 
6.30pm 

♫ Blue Orchids plus New 
Apostles + Putamen + 
Moscow Circus
Rough Trade 
7:00pm – 11:45pm 

SATURDAY 14 JULY

💪 Infl atable 5K Obstacle Run
Nottingham Race Course 
£18 – £40, 8.45am

🎭 The Storm Off icer
Djanogly Theatre 
£8 – £12, 7.30pm

♫ Bingham BFest Music Festival
Butt Field 
£17.50 – £22, 12.30pm

🎨 Introduction to Water Colour
Curious? Nottingham 
£40, 10am 

♫ Belters Choir:
Songs in the Tunnel
The Park Tunnel 
£5, 7.30pm 

♫ Booba Dust
The Lion at Basford 
9pm 

📣 Akram Zataari in Conversation 
New Art Exchange 
Free, 2pm

SUNDAY 15 JULY

♫ Live Jazz
The Bell Inn 
Free, 12pm 

🎲 Sunday Night Music Quiz
The Lion at Basford 
8.30pm 

🎨 Wirework, Paper and 
Textile Box Frame Crafternoon
Debbie Bryan 
£45, 11.30am

👣 Sally Doughty Sunday Score 
with Dinis Machado 
Dance4’s iC4C 
£15, 11.30am  

♫ Vicki Swan + Jonny Dyer
The Poppy and Pint 
£8, 7.30pm

📷 Foto Fest Central
Patchings Art Centre 
£40, 9.30am 

👒 Vintage Finds 
with Laura Baxter
The Harley Gallery 
£85, 10am
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What’s on? 

MONDAY 16 JULY

📷 Notts Photo Meetup
Rough Trade 
Free – £10, 6pm

📖 Europe’s Fault Line: 
Racism and the Rise of the 
Right with Liz Fekete
Five Leaves Bookshop 
£3, 7pm

🔧 Community Learning: 
Confi dence for Work
Arnold Library 
£36, 1pm

🔧 Community Learning: 
Crochet for Beginners
Arnold Library 
£36, 1pm

🎥 The Good, The Bad
and The Ugly
Savoy Cinema 
£4.85 – £6.60, 8.30pm

🎨 Life Drawing with 
Oliver Lovley
Malt Cross 
£13, 7:30pm – 9.30pm

🎲 Pub Quiz
Malt Cross 
£1, 8.30pm

♫ Live Jazz
The Bell Inn 
Free, 12pm 

👣 Argentine Tango
The Orange Tree 
£4 – £5, 7.15pm

TUESDAY 17 JULY

♫ Notts in a Nutshell
The Maze 
£3, 7.30pm 

👪 Boardgames and 
Tabletop Games Night
Vat and Fiddle 
Free, 6.15pm

🔧 Intro to Journalism:
Print and Online
Nottingham Writers Studio 
£15 – £22, 6.30pm

♫ Eureka California + 
Witching Waves + Rattle 
JT Soar 
£4.50 – £6, 7.30pm

♫ Zach Lount of
King No–One
The Maze 
£7.50, 8pm 

♫ Ministry
Rock City 
£24.75, 7pm 

👪 D + D By Numbers 
with Matt Zxodiac
Malt Cross 
£10, 5.30pm

🏫 Slavs and Tatars: 
Transliterative Tease
Nottingham Contemporary 
6.30pm

♫ Fleece Acoustic Sessions 
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8.15pm

WEDNESDAY 18 JULY

👣 Salsa Class
Bunkers Hill 
£5, 7pm 

🎲 The Lion Quiz
The Lion at Basford 
9pm

🎤 Rofl  Audio Recording 
Studios Open Mic Night
JamCafé 
Free, 6.45pm

📖 Words For Wellbeing
Nottingham Writers Studio 
£40 – £55, 10am 

🔧 Community Learning: 
IT for Total Beginners
Beeston Library 
£42, 10am 

🎲 Interactive Pub Quiz
Head of Steam 
Free, 8.30pm

🍴 Hot Dog Day
The Embankment 
£10.95, all day 

🎤 Open Mic Night
The Maze 
Free, 8pm 

♫ Andy’s Drum Circle
Malt Cross 
£3 – £5, 7pm

THURSDAY 19 JULY

📣 An Evening with
 David Sedaris
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert 
Hall 
£30, 7.30pm 

👣 Swing Dance Classes
for Beginners 
Mapperley Community Centre 
£5 – £7, 7pm 

👣 Dinis Machado: 
Consubstantiation 
Backlit 
£8 – £10, 7pm – 8:30pm 

♫ Rascalton + The Chase + 
The Ruff s
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
£6, 7.30pm 

📣 Autism in the 
Workplace, with 
Janine Booth
Five Leaves Bookshop 
£3, 7pm

📖 Cathy Bramley in 
Conversation with
Milly Johnson
Waterstones 
Free, 6.30pm 

💻 HearthStone Fireside 
Gathering
The National Videogame Arcade 
£3, 6.30pm

📣  Qasidah 
New Art Exchange 
Free, 6.30pm

FRIDAY 20 JULY

♫ Live Music
The Grosvenor 
Free, 9pm

♫ Unplugged Showcase
Bunkers Hill 
Free, 8pm 

🎭 Oddsocks: Romeo 
and JULYiet
Highfields Park 
£10 – £15, 7.30pm

♫ The Gipsy Kings
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert 
Hall 
£27.50 – £55 , 7.30pm

🔧 Carve a Wax Ring
 with Laura Ring 
The Harley Gallery 
£65, 2pm

♫ The Score
The Lion at Basford 
9:00pm 

♫ Disco Dibango: Afro – 
Disco DJ Night
Malt Cross 
Free, 8pm

😂 Foodie Fridays
Glee Club,
£8–£21.50, 7pm 

SATURDAY 21 JULY

📣  Information Lecture: 
Help and Healing on the 
Spiritual Path Through 
the Teaching of Bruno 
Groening.
The Nottingham Mechanics, 
Free, 1.30pm

📷 DSLR Photography
Broadway Cinema 
£80 – £90, 10am

 ⚾ Come and Try Tennis
Nottingham Tennis Centre 
Free, 10am

♫ Splendour Festival 2018
Wollaton Park 
£22 – £53.90, all day

🎭 Oddsocks: The Tempest
Highfields Park 
£15 – £40, 7.30pm 

♫ Pearl Jam Tribute
The Maze 
£8, 8pm 

📷 Exhibition Launch: 
Covers: Retracing Reggae 
Record Sleeves in the UK
New Art Exchange 
Free, 2pm – 4pm 

🔧 Wheel Building 
Saturday Course
Nottingham Bikeworks 
£70, 10.30am

🎭 You’ve Got Dragons
Nottingham Contemporary 
£8, 12pm 

THURSDAY 26 JULY

🎩 Child Readers and their 
Books in Nineteenth–
Century Britain 
Djanogly Theatre 
Free, 1pm

🎤 Open Mic Night
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8pm

🔧 Paint a Pot Thursday
The Harley Gallery 
£5, 10am

♫ TNT
Tap and Tumbler 
Free, 8:30pm – 11:45pm 

♫ Lady Rose
The Hand and Heart 
8.30pm 

♫The Weight of Atlas
+ Arkdown
The Maze 
£5 – £7, 7pm 

💻 The NVA Quiz
The National Videogame Arcade 
£1, 7pm

📣 HIND
New Art Exchange 
Free, 7pm

🎨 Summer Open 
Exhibition: Preview Show
Think NG,
Free, 6pm

📖 Poetry Pride 
Masterclass
Antenna
£5.98–£22.15, 2pm

FRIDAY 27 JULY

♫Unplugged Showcase
Bunkers Hill 
Free, 8pm 

📣 Dean Friedman
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert 
Hall 
£27.50, 7.30pm

🎨 Exhibition Preview
with Laura Ellen Bacon
The Harley Gallery 
Free, 12pm

♫ Kusanagi + Chiyoda + a–
tota–so 
JT Soar 
£5, 7pm 

♫ Spellbound
Ye Olde Salutation Inn 
Free, 9pm  

♫ The Benefactors’ Bash: 
A Night at the Victorian 
Music Hall
Malt Cross 
£20 – £40,  7pm

♫ The Nottingham Pride 
Alternative Pre–Party
Rough Trade 
Free, 8.30pm 

♫ Poly–Math and 
Coldbones
Rock City 
£3.30, 10:00pm

SATURDAY 28 JULY

♫Reasons to be Cheerful
The Rose of England 
Free, 8pm

🎭 Wilde Creatures
Djanogly Theatre 
£8.50, 1pm

🌳 Hedge Portraits
Lakeside Arts Centre 
£40 – £50, 10am

🎨 Intro to Copper 
Embossing with Dawn 
Feeney
Curious? Nottingham 
£38, 10am

👣 Dance4 in the Park 
King Edward Park 
Free, 10am

♫ Forgotten Remains + 
Morti Viventi + Devastator 
+ Dissension
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
£5, 8pm 

🔧 Electroforming with 
Hayley Priestley 
Focus Gallery 
£80, 10.30am 

🔧 Fiction Flash
Nottingham Writers Studio 
£3 – £5, 10am 

♫ Kity Tray presents 
Sharon Needles
Rescue Rooms 
£25, 6:30pm 

♫ Rum Festival 
Rescue Rooms 
£2, 2pm

SUNDAY 29 JULY

🎲 Poker Night 
The Grosvenor 
£5, 8pm

♫ Live Jazz
The Bell Inn 
Free, 12pm 

🎲 Sunday Night 
Music Quiz
The Lion at Basford 
8:30pm 

👪 The Snail and 
The Whale
Djanogly Theatre 
£8.50, 11am 

🎭 Wilde Creatures
Djanogly Theatre 
£8.50, 1pm 

😂 £1 Comedy Night 
Special: Edinburgh 
Preview with Laurence 
Clark and Thomas Green
Canalhouse 
£1, 7pm 

📷 Crash Taylor: Model 
Portraits + Street Portraits
MinorOak 
£149, 10am

🎭 Outdoor Theatre: 
Dr Dolittle
Wollaton Hall
£11 – £16, 6pm

🎤 Giveitagoaraoke
The Lord Nelson
Free, 6pm

MONDAY 30 JULY

👣 Argentine Tango: 
Beginners and Improvers 
Classes
The Orange Tree 
£4 – £5 , 7.15pm

🎲 Pub Quiz
Malt Cross 
£1, 8.30pm 

🎭 We Love Theatre 2018
Nottingham Arts Theatre 
£2 – £4, 10am 

👪 Enhancing Community 
Engagement and Tackling 
Anti–Social Behaviour
The Newton Building, 
Nottingham Trent University 
Free, 10am 

🎨 Coal Art Workshop
YMCA International Community 
Centre
Free, 10am

🎨 Watercolour Painting 
Class
Strelley Hall
£25, 1.30pm

🎤 Open Mic
Rescue Rooms
Free, 8pm

🎨 Life Drawing with 
Oliver Lovley
Malt Cross 
£13, 7:30pm – 9.30pm

TUESDAY 31 JULY

🎨 Coal Art Workshops 
YMCA International Community 
Centre 
Free, 10am

🎨 Paint Your Park: Spring 
Challenge + Summer 
Challenge 
Highfields Park 
Free, 10am

🎲 Pub Quiz
Sir John Borlase Warren 
Free, 9pm 

♫ Notts in a Nutshell
The Maze 
£3, 7.30pm 

🎤 Open Mic Night
Pepper Rocks 
Free, 8pm 

👪 Boardgames and 
Tabletop Games Night
Vat and Fiddle 
Free, 6.15pm 

♫ Shadow of Acolyte 
The Chameleon Cafe Bar 
£4, 7pm

♫ Turbulent Hearts + 
Towers + Minatore
The Maze 
£5, 7.30pm 

🎭 Sleighed to Death
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert 
Hall 
£12 – £25, 7.30pm 

♫ Fleece Acoustic 
Sessions 
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 8.15pm

What’s on? 
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ONGOING STUFF LIKE EXHIBITIONS AND PLAYS AND THAT

Women in Cinema
words: Ash Carter

In the immediate aftermath of the Weinstein allegations, 
and the subsequent #MeToo movement that’s dominated 
the cinematic landscape for the past year, the role of 
women in film has never been under closer scrutiny. The 
seemingly commonplace on–set behaviour that ranged 
from inappropriate to illegal is now an open secret, which 
is hopefully the first step on the path to making it a thing 
of the past. But as well as the allegations of misconduct, 
the debate seems to have reopened the discussion about 
the opportunities available to women both in front of and 
behind the camera, including the apparent disparity in the 
rates of pay for male and female actors.
 
Looking at the very top of the tree, in a comparison 
between the highest earning female star (Emma Stone, a 
reported $26 million in 2017) and the highest earning male 
counterpart (Mark Wahlberg, somehow, earning a reported 
$68 million in the same year), the disparity is clear. In fact, 
you have to go quite a way down the list, past Vin Diesel, 
and even more inexplicably, Adam Sandler, who both earned 
double the salary of Stone during the same year, before you 
find her male equivalent. 
 
Opportunity is the next issue. Since the Academy Awards 
began in 1929, only four women have been nominated for 
the Best Director award, with Kathryn Bigelow being the 
only successful recipient for 2010’s The Hurt Locker. That’s a 
ratio of 88–1. 
 
So what exactly is being done to find a solution to this 
problem? And will it work? For me, the answer won’t be 
found in simply churning out remakes of male–dominated 
films, like the new Ocean’s 8 reboot featuring Sandra 
Bullock and Cate Blanchett, or the poorly–received 
Ghostbusters revisit of last year. If the point is to try and 
showcase female talent while proving that women are every 
bit as talented, creative and deserving of the level of pay 
offered to men, simply remaking bad films with female casts 
seems counterproductive. 
 
We already know that the film industry stinks, even before 
Weinstein et al were unmasked. So I’d argue that the 
responsibility for forcing change comes down to both 
the media and the public. Firstly, we can all stop acting 
surprised when women are successful in any creative field, 
or only expect women to tell female stories. It’s like during 
an election, when our television screens are plastered with 
reporters asking politicians about “women’s issues”, as if the 
economy, war or the NHS are only of interest to men. 
 
We can also help by putting our hands in our pockets and 
actually paying to see interesting, creative films made by 
women, like Greta Gerwig’s brilliant Lady Bird, which was 
released earlier this year. It’s all too easy to sign an online 
petition to protest about the lack of female directors, or 
write a snarky Facebook post about the general inequality 
in the film industry. The only thing you can do to make a 
difference, if you actually care, is support the projects that 
deserve to be seen.

Ash Carter is LeftLion’s Screen Editor. Want to get signed up 
to our Film Writers list? Email Ash on the address below.

ash.carter@leftlion.co.uk

 
SUNDAY 22 JULY 
 
🎲Poker Night  
The Grosvenor  
£5, 8pm 
 
♫ Live Jazz 
The Bell Inn  
Free, 12pm  
 
🎲 Sunday Night  
Music Quiz 
The Lion at Basford  
8.30pm  
 
📣 Women’s Circle: Explore 
the Sacred Feminine 
Earthtones Sound Therapy  
£15, 10.30am 
 
🔧 Plant Charms 
with Laura Baxter 
The Harley Gallery  
£80, 10am 
 
♫ Binns Organ Recital  
The Albert Hall  
£6, 2.45pm  
 
♫ Healthy Junkies + 
Weekend Recovery 
+ Potential Victims + 
Complete Dysfunction + 
CSOD + Sods Law 
The Maze  
£5, 6pm 
 
🎲  Speedquizzing 
The Dice Cup 
£2, 7.30pm 
 
 
 
 

 
MONDAY 23 JULY 
 
♫ Live Jazz 
The Bell Inn  
Free, 12pm  
 
👣 Argentine Tango: 
Beginners and Improvers 
Classes 
The Orange Tree  
£4 – £5 , 7.15pm 
 
👪 Adventures in Music 
West Bridgford Library  
Free, 9.15am 
 
🎲 Pub Quiz 
Malt Cross  
£1, 8.30pm 
 
🎤 Open Mic + Joey’s  
Farewell Show 
Rescue Rooms 
Free, 7.30pm 
 
📖  Prose Pride: An Evening 
of Creative Readings 
Waterstones 
£5.98, 7pm 
 
🎭 Beauty and the Beast  
2018 Auditions 
Nottingham Arts Theatre 
Free, 10am 
 
🔧 Access to Higher 
Education: Health and  
Social Care 
Beeston Library 
Free, 10am 
 
 
 
 

 
TUESDAY 24 JULY 
 
🎲 Pub Quiz 
Sir John Borlase Warren  
Free, 9pm 
 
♫ Notts in a Nutshell 
The Maze  
£3, 7.30pm  
 
🎤  Open Mic Night 
Pepper Rocks  
Free, 8pm  
 
👪 Boardgames and 
Tabletop Games Night 
Vat and Fiddle  
Free, 6.15pm 
 
♫Fleece Acoustic Sessions  
The Golden Fleece 
Free, 7pm  
 
🎨 Stitch Club 
Ugly Bread Market Street 
£2, 5.30pm 
 
👣 Salsa Class 
Faradays 
£7–£10, 8pm 
 
❤ Speed Dating:  
Ages 30–42 
Pitcher & Piano 
£14.99, 7.30pm 
 
🙌 Tuesday Knees–Up 
Who Knows? 
££, 8pm 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WEDNESDAY 25 JULY 
 
🌳Guided Tour 
St Anns Allotments  
Visitor Centre  
£5, 1.30pm 
 
♫ Del Amitri 
Theatre Royal and Royal  
Concert Hall  
£35 – £65, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Marty 
The Chameleon Cafe Bar  
£5, 7pm 
 
📖 Five Leaves Book Group: 
Istanbul by Orphan Pamuk 
Five Leaves Bookshop  
Free, 7pm 
 
👪 Hands on Holidays: 
Garden Butterflies 
The Harley Gallery  
£2.50, 11am 
 
♫ Simon Waldram +  
Lisa De’Ville 
Nottingham Writers’ Studio  
£3 – £4, 7pm 
 
📖 Shari Lapena and Cara 
Hunter, In Conversation 
Waterstones  
£3, 7pm  
 
♫ Cosmic American 
Presents Kelly Willis Band 
The Maze  
£16, 7.30pm  
 
♫ Dylan Schneider  
The Bodega  
£15.40, 7pm

🎨 Mountain of Tongues 
Backlit  
Free  
Mon 28 May – Tue 17 July 
 
👪 The House of Fame: 
Families and Learning 
Nottingham Contemporary  
10am  
Sat 2 Jun – Sun 2 Sep 
 
🎨  Zines Exhibition 
West Bridgford Library  
Free  
Tue 12 Jun – Thu 26 July 
 
🎨  Stephie Richards 
Lakeside Arts Centre  
Free  
Sat 23 Jun – Thu 26 July 
 
🎨  Exhibition: Mariam and 
Waleria and Other Prints 
by Pamela Clarkson 
Malt Cross  
Free  
Wed 27 Jun – Sun 22 July

🎨  Art Investigator Max 
The Djanogly Art Gallery  
Free,12pm  
Sun 1 July – Fri 2 Dec

🎭  Titanic:The Musical 
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert 
Hall  
£18 – £39.50  
Mon 2 July – Sat 7 July

🎭  The Wedding Reception 
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert 
Hall  
£55  
Thu 5 July– Sat 7 July

🎨  Gallery Art Group 
Summer Show 
Wallner Gallery  
Free  
Sat 7 July – Sun 22 July

🎨  Rana Begum:  
Space Light Colour  
The Djanogly Art Gallery  
Free  
Sat 7 July– Sun 30 Sep

🎥 Mary Shelly 
Broadway Cinema  
£4.50 – £8.80  
Mon 9 July – Sat 14 July

🎭  Gangsta Granny 
Theatre Royal and Royal  
Concert Hall  
£10 – £24  
Wed 11 July – Sun 15 July

🎨  Patchings Festival 
Patchings Art Centre  
£7.50 – £10  
Thu 12 July– Sun 15 July

♫ Nottingham Chamber 
Music Festival 
Various Venues  
Fri 13 July – Sun 15 July

🎭  Encore Performing Arts: 
Sweeney Todd 
Nottingham High School  
£12 – £15  
Fri 13 July – Sat 14 July

🎨  Trix & Robert 
Haussmann 
Nottingham Contemporary  
Free  
Sat 14 July – Sun 7 Oct

🎨   Pia Camil: Split Wall 
Nottingham Contemporary  
Free  
Sat 14 July – Sun 7 Oct

🎨  Gedling Borough Arts 
Festival 2018 
Bonington Theatre  
Mon 16 July – Sat 21 July

👪 We Dig the Castle 2018  
Nottingham Castle  
£40 
Mon 16 July – Fri 17 Aug  
 
⚾ 2018 British Open 
Wheelchair Tennis 
Championships 
Nottingham Tennis Centre  
Free , 9.30am – 6pm  
Tue 17 July– Sun 22 July

🎨  Mastered 2018 
Bonington building  
10am – 5pm  
Wed 18 July – Thu 26 July

♫ Deerstock 
Newton Cross Country Course  
£5 – £55  
Fri 20 July – Sun 22 July 
 
👪 The Monster World’s 
Craziest Bouncy Castle  
Motorpoint Arena Nottingham  
£22.40 ,  10am  
Fri 20 July– Sun 22 July

🎥 Mamma Mia:  
Here We Go Again 
Broadway Cinema  
£4.50 – £8.80  
Fri 20 July – Tue 31 July

🎭  She Stoops to Conquer 
Lace Market Theatre  
£9 – £11 ,  7.30pm – 10:30pm  
Mon 23 July – Sat 28 July 
 
🎭  An Officer and a 
Gentleman 
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert 
Hall  
£20 – £47.50  
Mon 23 July – Sat 28 July

🎨  Claire Morris–Wright: 
The Hedge Project 
Wallner Gallery  
Free  
Sat 28 July – Sun 9 Sep

🎨  Bright Woods, Dark 
Peaks: New Prints and 
Paintings by Jill Ray 
The Harley Gallery  
Free  
Sat 28 July – Sun 7 Oct

🎨  Laid: An Immersive 
Installation by Laura 
Ellen Bacon  
The Harley Gallery  
Free  
Sat 28 July – Sun 7 Oct

🔧 Two Day Ceramic Flower 
Sculpture Workshop  
The Harley Gallery  
£120 , 10am – 3pm  
Sat 28 July – Sun 29 July  
 
🎭  Sleighed to Death 
Theatre Royal and Royal 
Concert Hall  
£12 – £25  
Tue 31 July – Sat 4 Aug



FAR FAR AND AWAY ‘THE MOST 
FUN YOU’LL EVER HAVE!’

DAILY MIRROR

ShrekTheMusical.co.uk

TUE 11 - SUN 23 SEP 2018
 0115 989 5555   trch.co.uk  

Review from original London Company.   Shrek the Musical © 2014 DreamWorks Animation LLC. All Rights Reserved.   Photograph: Helen Maybanks 
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7 July – 30 September
Open Tuesday-Saturday, 11am-5pm

Sunday 12noon-4pm
Closed on Mondays including Bank Holidays

Djanogly Gallery, Nottingham Lakeside Arts
Admission free

lakesidearts.org.uk
@LakesideArts  



#NTUMASTERED

IMAGE CREDIT: SOPHIE DIONNE PYKE, MA COMMERCIAL PHOTOGRAPHY 2018, MODEL TANGA DIKKI.

An exhibition of work by our global postgraduate  
community of artists and designers
Public View: 18 – 26 July    Preview: 17 July, 5 pm – 8 pm (book online)
School of Art & Design, Bonington building, Nottingham Trent University, City Campus

www.ntu.ac.uk/mashowntuart
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ntuartanddesign #NTUmastered
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