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editorial
Quite what's going on, I'm not sure.
But something smells a bit protesty
around these parts. From the Luddites
smashing up factory machinery
in the nineteenth century, to the
ﬂabbergasted local populace moaning
about the quality of rice and pea at
Nottingham Beach – man, what a time
to be alive – this city's always managed
to kick up a fuss in the face of injustice.
Last month, we got all silly on your arse
with domesticated animal interviews,
treasure hunts and suchlike activity. We
were dead chuﬀed when, just two days
after launching a treasure map into
the ether, a gang of mates followed the
trail, found the ﬂag, and dug up
the booty.
Well done your lot. Not only have you earned yourselves about 200 quid’s worth of
proper Notts gear, you now have our piratey respect in droves. But the tomfoolery is
over for now, and we're settling back down into some proper meaty written features
that you can kick back with in this glorious bout of global warming.
You might be wondering what the bob is up with the Anon mask glitching out on
the cover. Well, local artist and paster-upper Displaced/Replaced has taken a break
from adorning the city in politically charged posters to gift us with summat to stop
you in your tracks.

#LookUpDuck

Fallen into a bit of a hole there, cherub?
photo: Nigel King

The iconic mask, originally spawned from V for Vendetta and based on Guy Fawkes,
has become the face of many online and oﬀline movements that question authority
worldwide; some good, some not so good. Alongside a pixel-heavy, don't-messwith-us stance from our statued Rob, I think the image sums up the content of the
rag you hold in your hands quite nicely.
LeftLion #104 contains stories of dark-net internet hackers, notorious criminals,
protest movements, and survivors of war, to name just a few. We saw a right shit
show of dystopian-world behaviour from a few Notts heads last month after England
won a football match, and this magazine sticks two ﬁngers up to the wasted energy
so hamﬁstedly exerted. Come on now, you jebs, smash the system and leave the bus
stops out on it.
Yes, everyone lost the plot about whether or not the bogger was coming home, but
I have to say it's been a bloody wild ride, and despite the eventual loss, we've seen
some serious animation of the smile muscles lately. Another reason to get that chin
up is the impending arrival of Nottingham Cocktail Week in September. In this issue,
we've published a three-page menu of drinks you'll be able to ﬁnd in various bars
around the city that've been entered into the oﬀicial competition of the festival.
Well in.
Watch out for Boilermaker's oﬀering especially; it may or may not be called
LeftLimon, and it may or may not come with “a side of Overheard in Notts.”

#LeftEyeOn

You carry on carrying on, duck.
photo: Lorenzo Bufardeci

On top of the boozy and the treacherous, we've got our regular sides of event shoutouts, photography features, and of course our collaborative comic The Goose is
Loose; this issue’s edition is created by our faithful Literature Editor LP, and badgyal
Designer Nat Owen. The treats do indeed await.
We've got some serious ﬁre in the pipeline for future magazine, so do hang tight
while we rub our sticks together, and make sure you keep your eye out for our next
LeftLion Open House sessions while you're at it. I've said it before and I'll say it
again: this thing just wun't tick without your lot. I'm well chuﬀed to say that this issue
in particular has got a whole load of diﬀerent voices blaring out of it, and we only
want to hear more. So don't be a stranger. If you've got summat to say, make like
Anonymous and send a message to this here authority.
In this digital age, it's all too easy to sit the bob down and scroll through that feed
of deng cattos and booﬁn' doggos in all their heckin’ glory. And while we're dosed
up on that shit too, it's all about the balance. So here you go ducky, get some
restoration down yer neck.
Until next time, our yoth.

#LocalBobtech
/leftlion

Bridie Squires, Editor
bridie.squires@leftlion.co.uk

6

leftlion.co.uk/issue104

Weird shit goes down on Vernon Park.
photo: Adrian Reynolds

@leftlion
@leftlionmagazine

Want to get featured? Send your high-res photos and social
media links to editorial@leftlion.co.uk

AYUP
DUCK

“What’s been gooin’ off?”

illustrations: Rikki Marr

HIDE AND PEEP

I thought we’d seen the last of treasure hunts after
LeftLion buried some booty dahn Stonebridge City
Farm last month, but now robin statues have popped
up all over the city as part of a scheme by the council. I
heard that if you find all thirty of ‘em, summat beltin’ will
happen. Bob knows what, though.

BOILING POINT

SMASHING TIME

The weather’s been ruddy marvellous these last
few weeks. Who cares if the city’s goths have
melted in a puddle and the grass is nuff dry? We
deserve it. It’s great stuff, but I am starting to get
a bit wam under the owd cap. It’s mekkin’ me
dead mardy.

I’ve never really understood football mesen. Where’s the fun
in kicking a sack of air arahnd for ninety minutes and throwing
yourself to the ground every time someone comes within ten
feet of yer? Aqua aerobics is more my cuppa tea; I’ve been
practicing for weeks and finally perfected my underwater side
shuffle the other day, despite me lickle legs.
Any road, when football fever hit Hoodtown, the eediats came
out in full force. Everyone gorra bit excited when England
put a few goals in the net, and some resorted to stomping
on bus stops. One unsuspecting taxi driver got his car
smashed up by some hooligans right in the middle of town,
while the rest of the drunken dimwits surrounded the bogger
poppin’ champers. It’s not all bad though; someone started
a crowdfunder to support the poor guy, and the perpetrators
eventually got the handcuff treatment. It din’t even come
home in the end, so all that bother was for nowt.

words: Adrian Reynolds
illustration: Corrina Rothwell
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CROSS TO BEAR

There was some disgruntled honking from me when
I heard the Malt Cross had shut shop. Let’s hope that
the staff find themsens a new job soon. That place was
bob-on, especially when the LeftLion lot used to whack
events on there back in the day. Market Bar’s just gone
an’all. We best get some decent watering holes opening
up soon.

City Stylin’
interviews: Emily Thursﬁeld
photos: Georgianna Scurﬁeld
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“Up until a few years ago I was an emo, but for the last four years I’ve dressed with
a more pin-up, vintage style. I’ve always loved vintage clothes and you can often
ﬁnd me browsing the rails at Hopkinson, Cow Vintage or Sue Ryder. I really love the
furniture there too, it’s amazing.
I never plan my outﬁts, I just go with how I feel on the day. As for icons, I love Marilyn
Monroe, but there are too many incredible style idols to pick just one.
My tattoo? I hate it! It’s a black rose, but it looks more like a cabbage. So now I might
just go with it and get more vegetables. Perhaps a little carrot, bit of parsnip. Why
not? My life mantra is to be yourself. That’s it.”

Georgia Alexandra Rose, Restaurant Manager
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Nottingham’s most opinionated grocers on...
“I don’t tend to shop in mainstream shops anymore; since starting my own little
business I try to go local. My top is actually from SassySpud, a vegan t-shirt
company. I’ll always try and support alternative independents, and I’d always rather
be comfortable than try to look good.
I started my business, Silver Solace, after I started a silversmith course two years
ago. I did A-Level Resistant Materials and absolutely loved it. Then I spent the next
year and a half saving up for my tools and bought everything; the rest is history. I
made this moon necklace and my rings last month. Considering I’m just a waitress,
it’s nice to have something on the side that I can actually thrive for rather than just
serving people.”

Mel Hunter, Waitress and Silversmith

THE WORLD CUP 2018
It was too tense to watch. From what we’re told, the team did very well. France did well in the
end, didn’t they? None of us thought they’d do it. The Henley Regatta is on at the same time
and that’s a lot more fun.
THE NETFLIX EFFECT
We don’t have any of it. No Sky, no Netﬂix, no nothing. We just have four channels… actually,
it’s ﬁve these days, isn’t it? But we never really watch Channel 5. We’d love to see Whatever
Happened To The Likely Lads back on the BBC. We don’t know how to use the iPlayer though,
we just want it on proper telly.
DONALD TRUMP VISITS UK
All that fuss and he was only here for a few days. He could have stayed a bit longer and
gone on the London Eye, or visited Churchill’s bunker. We heard that he was late for his
appointment with the Queen, but then you know what traﬀic can be like.
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Coming home is bob anyway.
Tom Morley

A stretch of the imagination.
Monique Fryer

Want to get your shots featured?
Simply email your best high-res Nottingham photos and
Instagram handle to lefteyeon@leftlion.co.uk.
Happy snapping.

You might win some,
but you just lost swan.
Jack Curtis

The people are the only legitimate fountain of power.
Rebecca Elcock

Close your eyes and hope
for the best.
Nigel King

What goes up must
come down.
Jeanin Kembangkhana
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The Battle of Beech Avenue
someone has scrawled
ARE YOU NOT BORED
on the boards that board up the pub
no question mark, like it’s not the questioner who needs the answer
the echoes of the latest fight still trickle off the pavement
you can tell by just smelling
like a bathroom that’s been bathed in
sitting in the designated smoking area
equidistant from the gas cooker inside (lighters slip out your grip in this house like big rope)
and the edge of the sunspot
watching a housemate’s still-steaming bath
splutter down the drainpipe and collide with the gutter grate
to splatter and sputter on the rubble
makes me contemplate
not the brevity of life
or fetishise the way the birds sing anyway,
but the grubbiness of the fag butt bobbing on the bubbles
we've never been happier

Snap Notts #4
Location: Forest Fields
Poem: Hazel Monaghan
Photos: Louise Clutterbuck

illustration: Alex McDougall
When I was a kid I wanted to be a train driver; the idea of being a
standalone computer networker seemed boring as hell. But there's
no comparison to the hacking life. You can either take money from
the rich, or work for them. If you're dumb you'll work for them, and if
you're smart you'll learn to steal from them.
Growing up, I had severe anxiety issues so my parents bought me a
computer. I grew addicted to learning how electronics worked: TVs,
microwaves – basically anything with a circuit board – would be torn
down to the main components and put back together again before
my parents woke up. I was always reading stories about viruses and
downloaded some to test out for fun, breaking my PC multiple times.
I was twelve when I created my first virus. When you opened it, it
destroyed your computer. I made it with help from a school friend
who was a computer guru; he taught me a lot about hacking video
games and copyright software, but he didn't execute many of the
exploits he came up with in case he got caught himself.
The IT department at school weren't our biggest fans; they'd always
be knocking on the door to our computing lessons asking what was
happening on the network. While most kids were buying and selling
fags, me and my friend would exchange CDs; normally the latest
pirate films, software and games that we’d later upload online. I'm
sure a lot of big companies wouldn't have been too happy with us,
but we thought it was pretty funny.
Now, I spend all day and night sat at my computer. I look for new
hacks to use before they get patched, buy and sell details, and modify
phones to send information. I can’t sleep until I’ve executed an idea,
waking up every twenty minutes until I’ve broken through. It can take
weeks or months, but if you put your mind to it, you will eventually
get past anyone's security. It just takes dedication.
I enjoy doing things to piss off the Government and big corporations,
but the main reason is being low on cash... I'd never take from poor
people or countries. I also help family and friends expose dodgy
partners by hacking webcams, checking GPS locations, and reading
SMS messages.
The online drug community has a bad name, but I think it's probably
the safest modern way of buying drugs. I hate that child pornography
and religious snuff videos exist on the dark net; it gives a bad name
to the rest of us. The weirdest shit out there is probably webcam

livestream chats where viewers get to decide what happens to the
victim. It’s everything a respectable dark-net user doesn't like.
As for fraud, people will keep doing it as long as the bank is insecure
enough for them to take the cash. Customers are reimbursed so they
aren't out of pocket, and white-hat hackers have told the banks many
times that their system is flawed, but they take no notice. Groups like
Anonymous came along to show the internet how insecure it really is.
It's only now that people are starting to take notice.

Groups like Anonymous came
along to show the internet how
insecure it really is
A normal process goes something like this: you write a virus, or
copy and paste one from the dark net, tweak the code to make it
untraceable, then inject into software so that anyone who uses it
will be infected. Once someone opens a malicious email, you'll be
notified. Then you’ll have complete control. You could watch them
all day on their webcam without them knowing if you wanted, but
people normally sit and wait for the perfect opportunity to spoof their
email in the middle of a trade. Then the money is put into a different
bank account and changed into cryptocurrency, as it’s untraceable. In
the future, I can see cryptocurrency being used like credit cards. It'll
probably be more normal to spend BitCoins in a corner shop than a
pound coin.
I come across some proper weirdos on the dark net, but they’re
genuinely down-to-earth people who look out for each other. It’s
nice, to say we’ve never met in real life. It’s been amazing to see
Anonymous join together; all the computer geeks grew balls out of
nowhere, and we saw the power and impact we could have with just
our minds and computers.
Hacking will definitely get more difficult. Just five years ago, even a
novice hacker could get into anyone's Facebook. Now it’s not so easy.
But the dark net will definitely keep growing in a similar fashion to the
way the file sharing community did. Governments around the world
would have to unite and go to war with cyber activists to eliminate
movements like Anonymous.
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words: Emily Thursﬁeld
illustration: Dolly Loves Dallas

Google the words “Nottingham” and “crime” and you’ll ﬁnd statistic reports and newspaper articles that allude to a city in
disarray. But it’s been over a decade since “Shottingham” earned the demeaning nickname. Currently, the most common crime
recorded by Nottinghamshire Police is anti-social behaviour, with just over 30% of all crimes between April 2016 and March 2017
falling into this category. Looking back though, the city has been home to some of Britain’s most despicable criminals...
We’ve got a long history of treating robbers as heroes round these parts; Robin Hood got
a bleddy statue, for gawd’s sake. It’s only ﬁtting that our ﬁrst recorded thief was quite the
celebrity on the open roads. In the late seventeenth century, highwaymen ruled Britain’s
streets, hiding in the shadows before startling travellers and stealing their money. John
Nevison was the best known Nottinghamshire highwayman; he and a band of six outlaws
would meet at the Talbot Inn in Newark before disappearing into the night to steal along the
Great North Road.
Nevison was quick and clever, and many of his exploits were falsely credited to the betterknown street robber, Dick Turpin, including the famous “ride to York” which earned Nevison
the nickname “Swift Nick” from reigning monarch King Charles II. Eventually, Swift Nick and
his gang were apprehended after being outed by one of their own, but he managed to break
free from the coppers and continued to rob for the next four years until he met his fateful end
at the gallows in Tyburn in 1684.
The oldest explanation as to why people commit crimes is the theory of demonology:
the perpetrator suﬀering from a possessed mind or body. This theory dates back to
Ancient Greece, and focuses on the individual rather than their environment or any
social forces. Apply this theory to our next criminal and it might oﬀer an explanation for
his outlandish behaviour.
At just fourteen, William Byron inherited the grand title of Baron Byron and moved into the
ancestral home of Newstead Abbey. At sixteen, he was made a Navy Lieutenant, quickly rising
through the ranks and gaining noble titles, before marrying a wealthy heiress and becoming
great-uncle to our beloved Lord Byron. It’s clear he lived a life of luxury which, supposedly,
should not have pushed him to murder his own cousin. On a January evening of 1765, Byron
began a heavy drinking session with William Chatsworth. The pair began to squabble over the
quality of the game on their respective land, and Byron became so enraged with Chatsworth
that he plunged a sword straight into his cousin’s stomach.
Chatsworth died a day later, and the only cost to Byron was a small ﬁne from his peers in the
House of Lords. He then, oddly, mounted the murder weapon above his bed. Things quickly
went downhill for the “Wicked Lord”; he shot one of his staﬀ after a dispute while travelling,
exhibited several violent outbursts and enjoyed using cannons for particularly dangerous
games of battleships over his estate.
Regarding criminality, Sigmund Freud stated that what’s learned in early childhood can
inﬂuence future behaviour, and that bad parenting was more likely to equal criminal
behaviour. The story of our next criminal, William Saville, not only supports Freud’s musings,
but acts as a cautionary tale about our fascination with true crime, and how it can become
dangerous. Saville is responsible for the deaths of at least 21 people and the injury of many
more, despite only physically killing four people himself.

The news of Saville’s crimes spread far and wide in Nottingham, and thousands gathered
to witness his execution on 8 August 1844 outside Nottingham’s Shire Hall. The crowd were
elbow to elbow, so when the bolt was removed and the body fell, there was a stampede and
many were forced down the steps of Garner Hill – where the Nottingham Contemporary sits
now – to their death.
In January 1946, a boy was born on the Bestwood Council Estate who would grow up to study
medicine, open his own clinic in Yorkshire, and become one of the most proliﬁc serial killers in
recorded history. Harold Shipman was responsible for the deaths of more than 250 people in
Yorkshire, and is the only British doctor to have been found guilty of murdering his patients.

The pair began to squabble over the quality of
the game on their respective land, and Byron became
so enraged with Chatsworth that he plunged a sword
straight into his cousin’s stomach.
If Freud’s theory of a troublesome childhood is correct, Shipman is one of the exceptions.
Growing up, he attended High Pavement Grammar School and was an accomplished youth
rugby player. He had three happy, healthy siblings and he was close to his parents, who were
devout methodists. Shipman was particularly close to his mother, who passed away when he
was just seventeen; the result of a doctor administering morphine into her blood to treat her
lung cancer. The same method later used by Shipman to kill his victims. The disgraced doctor
was sentenced to life imprisonment in January 2000, but hanged himself in his cell at HMP
Wakeﬁeld in 2004.
Modern criminal psychologists now reference ideas developed by neo-Freudian theorists
to explain criminality. It’s common belief that criminal behaviour is the result of inﬂated
egos, the chasing of immediate gratiﬁcation or feeling a lack of guilt over one’s actions. It’s
also thought that, by nature, criminals may lack empathy and display traits that suggest
impulsiveness, being self-centred or being driven by fear, anger or greed.
Possibly the most notorious on this list are the Gunn Brothers: extortionists, thieves, drugs
dealers, and Bestwood cartel leaders. Much has been said of the ruthless nature of the
brothers; stories of nailing their victims to trees and taking to their knuckles with bats still ring
around the city. By inﬁltrating the police force, the brothers were able to continue their reign
of terror from the mid-nineties until late 2006, when Colin Gunn and several supporters were
jailed for conspiracy to murder.

Born in 1815 into a life of poverty, Saville had a tough upbringing; his mother died soon after
his birth, and his father preferred a stiﬀ drink and a ﬁght to looking after his kids. This rocky
childhood arguably caused Saville to experience bouts of extreme violence and deceitful
behaviour later in life. He married in 1835 and had three kids, but wasn’t too happy about
it. He claimed his dearly beloved tricked him into marrying her with promises of booze and
money, and took to beating her to vent his frustrations.

In late 2004, Nottingham was struck by its ﬁrst serial killer, an accolade that Mark Martin
had been known to boast about during his trial. Nicknamed the “Sneinton Strangler”, Martin
seemed to have a fascination with violence and the suﬀering his victims endured, and
was found guilty of the murders of three homeless women. At his trial, the judge told the
court how Martin had committed these crimes for nothing more than his own “perverted
gratiﬁcation” and had since been boasting to a fellow inmate that there was “no diﬀerence
between taking one life and taking 21.” Martin was sentenced to life imprisonment in February
2008 and is one of around ﬁfty prisoners in the UK unlikely to ever be released.

The ﬁnal straw in their relationship came after Saville was caught cheating, and his wife
threatened to expose his sin. In May of 1844 in Colwick Woods, under a tree, Saville murdered
his family. And he would have got away with it if it wasn’t for a pesky kid; a local schoolboy
who had decided to play truant, climbed the very tree under which the murder happened, and
witnessed the entire ordeal.

Nottingham may have earned a reputation as the “crime capital” for a little while back there,
but we’re not all bad. While we’ve produced a big batch of good ’uns that have positively
impacted both our hometown and the wider world, it’s important we remember this notorious
bunch; not to celebrate or justify their actions, but because they’re part of the city’s history, no
matter how gruesome it may be.
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In the UK, death tends to be awkward and unfamiliar. The logistics are dealt with behind the scenes by
trained professionals, and the grieving process is viewed as something linear, after which your misery is
cured. The stiﬀ-upper-lip attitude fails to prepare us for when death taps on the door. The most honest
conversation I ever had about death was with my brother, Kosta. He would get frustrated at me for being
afraid of it. He thought that as much as we embrace life, we should embrace death, but that grief was a
selﬁsh and indulgent thing.
Kosta died on Monday 2 March, 2015, in Rojava, Syria. He was hit by an RPG, ﬁred by a member of the
Islamic State, while ﬁghting alongside the YPG (Kurdish Protection Unit). In the months after his death,
his words stuck with me, and made me feel guilty for grieving. It’s just over three years later and I’m only
just grasping what this “process” of grieving actually is; I’m working out how to come to terms with death
as Kosta did, but also how to grieve as he thought I shouldn’t. This is partly down to what I’ve learnt from
a collection of creative and talented people in Nottingham who are opening up the conversation about
grief in their own, individual ways...

Finding the right person to talk to isn’t straightforward for everyone. Beth Rowland
was twenty when her mum passed, and the next two years saw her running a website
dedicated to encouraging people to share their experiences of grief. But it wasn’t
easy for her: “In 2016 I crumbled, was diagnosed with anxiety and depression after
several panic attacks, and wanted to end my life. Luckily, I saw a fantastic counsellor
and doctor, and I'm doing loads better now, but it made me realise that it was time
to be honest about grief. I needed to take my own advice and start talking about
how I was feeling.”
Beth felt that she needed to share her experiences with people who’d been through
a similar thing. “That's when I realised I didn't know many other people who’d lost
someone,” she says. “I started organising a meetup to combat that.” She now heads
up a regular night called Let’s Talk About Loss, for people who’ve lost someone to
get together and have a chat. I’ve been hesitant to talk to people about my grief
because, well, I just don’t want to bum people out. But reading and listening to the
stories of Beth, and others who’ve experienced similar situations, has been integral
to getting to where I am now.

Your boss wants you to work a Saturday? Sorry, I’m visiting my dead cousin’s
grave. Your friend wants you to watch a three-hour play about the politics
of war? I’m sorry, my brother died in a war zone. Bam. There’s not much
someone can say back to that. I ﬁrst heard the term “death card” in The
Leftovers, a play by Notts-based theatre company Sheep Soup, and it was
liberating to hear it out loud. Until then, I’d kept it as a dirty little secret and
felt incredibly guilty in the few times I used it. The play, written by Nic Harvey
and Rob Green, explores how a group of people deal with the sudden death
of their friend by creating music in her memory.
“I lost my dad, aunty and uncle,” says Nic. “Sheep Soup were starting a new
musical, and as we developed ideas, the theme of loss seemed to surface.
I think it was me that steered it that way, but I didn't mean to. The cast and
creative team all had some connection to it, so the characters that developed
came at the grieving process from their own angles.” The big old death card I
chose to play was in a grant application to buy a video camera. Making ﬁlms
is what I do now, and I wouldn’t be doing it without playing the card. I owe
that to Kosta.

For two years, I was accused of not processing properly. I didn’t get it. I’d conquered
the ﬁve stages: denial, anger, bargaining, depression and acceptance. I knew Kosta
was dead. What else was left to process? Like Beth, I was privileged enough to ﬁnd
the Human Flourishing Project; a free counselling and psychotherapy service based in
Nottingham. My counsellor provided a professional, impartial ear, and together we
explored the idea of “processing”. The term implies that one day you’ll come to the
end and be happy again. But grief is more like British weather: permanent, random
and relentless. Be prepared for a wave to hit you after a few years, like a raincloud
rolling over your carefully planned barbecue.

Expression is incredibly important to processing. If you’ve got something
in your head that hurts, there’s no doubt in my mind that it helps to ﬁnd a
way to let it out. This is exactly what Nottingham spoken word poet, Chris
McLoughlin, did following the death of his mother to cancer in 2015. What
started as jotting his thoughts down in the hospital waiting room turned into
a beautifully visceral collection of poems, Underneath the Almond Tree. In
the collection, he writes about his experiences with depression, his mum’s
deteriorating health, and the technicalities of death that are often ignored, like
probates and funerals.

Most importantly, I learnt that yes, grief is selﬁsh, but you have to indulge in and
embrace it. There are certain things I will never know about Kosta’s death. I don’t
know how long he suﬀered, or who was there when he drew his ﬁnal breath. I don’t
know if in those last moments he had the chance to reﬂect on his decision to ﬁght
alongside the YPG. It was only when I stopped searching for answers that I could start
to move on. Death is the most permanent thing that can happen to a human being. As
soon as you work that out, you’re free to carry on living your own life.

Writing poetry is not how Chris relieves the pressure and anger that builds up
when you’re in a state of grief. He gets on stage and performs. “Every time I
do Little Bird,” explains Chris, “I relive every single part of it.” He remembers
the ﬁrst time he performed the poem during a workshop: “There were twenty
of us sat in this room, a half-circle of faces looking at me and I’m crying,
reading this poem, and everyone else is crying. Afterwards people were like,
‘That really released something.’ Even if they hadn’t been through grief like
that, they still got a release out of it. And until that moment I’d never owned
the fact that I’d had a parent who’d died.”

I’m still not sure what processing is. I don’t know if I’ve done death right, or if there’s even a way to do death right. I
do know that life is a process and death is the biggest, scariest and most permanent part of it, so you have to ﬁnd a
way to live alongside it. Talk about it, indulge in it, accept it, play the death card and ﬁnd a way to let it all out.
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Standing proudly at the end of Chaucer Street, Nottingham Women’s Centre enables women in our
area to reach their full potential, providing the tools to achieve social, political and economic equality.
Having just been presented with the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service, we thought it was high time
we had a word with CEO, Helen Voce, who’s now a year into her post...
The Nottingham Women’s Centre began in 1971, during the second wave
feminist movement. “It’s one of the largest, if not the largest women’s
centre in the UK,” Helen says, proudly, “It all began as a campaign for equal
pay, access to free childcare and reproductive rights.” Fifty years later, the
centre still campaigns and lobbies on behalf of these issues, organises
the Nottingham Reclaim the Night march, and provides direct services for
women who need them. “Women need a safe, all-female environment,
where they can take time out from the chaos of the world and find their feet
again,” explains Helen. “We provide training, help them to gain new skills,
and even provide counselling and therapy where necessary. We have a lot
of fun, too. It’s a place for women to celebrate being women.”
A pivotal force behind the ruling that made misogyny a hate crime, staff
and volunteers at Nottingham Women’s Centre have campaigned to ensure
acts including, but not limited to, wolf-whistling, cat-calling and up-skirting
(taking a photograph up a woman’s skirt without her consent) are now
considered hate crimes under Nottingham by-law. As a result, Labour MP
Melanie Onn recently urged the Nottinghamshire Police’s pilot to be rolled
out across the nation.

It all began as a campaign for
equal pay, access to free childcare
and reproductive rights
Following the recent launch of their Community Safety Fund, the Centre
receives financial support from the Police and Crime Commissioner, to
spread their message and help to tackle hate crime. “It’s made a difference
in Nottingham,” says Helen. “We’re still working to make sure everyone’s
aware, but women who know about it say it makes them proud to be from
Nottingham.
“There are two things about it: one, it’s a statement from Nottingham that
says ‘That sort of behaviour is not acceptable.’ The biggest thing it’s done,
really, is to say: ‘We’re not accepting that here.’ Second, if something does
happen, you can go to the police and they will listen to you, believe you and,
if necessary, take action.”
According to the Huffington Post, over 150 incidents have been reported
since 2016, yet there have been just two prosecutions for sexual harassment
offences under the Public Order Act. I wanted to know what Helen thought
about this. “The prosecutions are low so that women still want to report
incidents,” she says. “We want to find out how much it’s happening, but it’s
unlikely that a lot of criminal outcomes will happen and that’s fine. That’s

not what women want. Women have told us that they just don’t want it to
happen to other women, so I don’t think it’s about making more criminals;
it’s about educating women and men – men in particular – about what is an
appropriate way to behave.”
Online, the centre responded to the #MeToo movement with campaigns
of their own. #NottACompliment was launched on social media with the
objective of tackling sexual harassment and encouraging women to report
instances of harassment to authorities. #TimesUpNotts was used as a way
to enable women to tell their stories of sexual harassment in the workplace:
“In February this year, we started the #TimesUpNotts network,” says Helen.
“Rather than going into HR departments and unions and saying, ‘What
are you doing about this?’, I wanted women who were experiencing these
things to come together and say ‘How do we stop it?’
“They all wanted something preventative,” Helen continues. “They wanted
to start conversations within their workplace about healthy work cultures,
taking it wider than gender and expanding into racism and ableism. Women
have generated these conversations, and really interesting things have
come from them, like the fact that often, cases of sexual harassment aren’t
always between colleagues, but customers and colleagues.”
I asked Helen why she thinks women in Nottingham are so proactive
with feminism and social issues, showing no tolerance when it comes to
misogyny. “Good question,” she begins. “There’s room for so many women
in the city that we can make new connections. Normally when you approach
a woman to ask for help, in whatever capacity, she’s willing to listen to you
and try and help you if she can. Women should watch each other’s back and
celebrate successes, not put each other down.”
Without the contributions made by volunteers, the centre wouldn’t be able
to achieve half of what it does. “We’ve got three times as many volunteers
as paid staff,” says Helen. Over the last twelve months, 48 new volunteers
have been inducted, each helping to undertake research, support women in
educational classes, run groups, events and activities, and support staff with
administrative tasks. That’s a whopping 3,679 hours with an economic value
of almost £70,000.
And that work hasn’t gone unnoticed; the Women’s Centre has just been
presented with the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service, which is the
highest award given to volunteer groups across the UK. “We were so
pleased that their efforts were recognised,” says Helen, “We’ve got an
amazing volunteer coordinator, and her energy and support has meant that
volunteers have really enjoyed their time with us. I think that’s one reason
why we won.”
To receive the award, an organisation must be nominated, recognised and
supported by the local community, as well as meeting the needs of service
users. Helen reflects: “To think somebody took the time to nominate us
because they think we’re doing good work, that was really humbling.”

Nottingham Women’s Centre, 30 Chaucer Street, NG1 5LP. 0115 941 1475
nottinghamwomenscentre.com

The NSPCC outline that 1 in 20 children in the UK have been
sexually abused at some point during their childhood and,
in 2016 alone, it was documented that 58,000 children were
identified as needing protection from abuse. For more than
five years, Support for Survivors have offered support to
adult survivors of childhood physical and sexual abuse in
Nottingham...
Often, when survivors are dealing with the
police or counsellors when reporting sexual
assault or abuse, they’re speaking to people
who don’t necessarily have direct experience
of the trauma themselves.

really,” she says. The match, which took place
at Harvey Hadden Sports Village, ended with
a small presentation, and Paula was presented
with an award for her consistent hard work
and fundraising efforts.

Support for Survivors is run by survivors,
for survivors, to help people through the
recovery process. Maxine Robinson-Leigh,
the founder of the service explains: “Our
support is ongoing because everybody’s
recovery is different. Our model is based on
empowerment and getting the individuals
back into our communities.”

“It was last November that I started coming
to Support for Survivors,” says Paula. “Things
started to make sense, and I’m doing so much
better. Now I’ve near enough got to the point
where I can go to the police. All that strength
has come from Support for Survivors.”

The charity started as a self-help group, and
is now a service with ten trustees. The lack of
support out there for Maxine, throughout her
journey of 48 years in and out of mental health
services, was a major factor in why she felt
that a service like this was needed. The charity
provides one-to-one support, group therapy,
advocacy outreach, as well as mediation
for family intervention. They also offer
management survivor programmes and help
with legalities, working alongside the police
and NHS services to meet the individual needs
of each person.
Paula Brennan is a prime example of the
continued support the service provides:
“I started as a service user and I’m now a
volunteer events coordinator and the LGBTQ+
network leader,” she says. “Support for
Survivors gives you the strength and support
to be able to build yourself up into a position
where you’re helping others.”
Up until the age of two, Paula lived with
her biological parents, and they were both
alcoholics: “They were quite abusive to each
other and they used to lock me in cupboards,
tie me in my cot. Things like that,” she
continues. Paula was eventually placed into
foster care but was subjected to further abuse
while in the system. “I always felt like the black
sheep who disappointed the family. Between
the ages of nine and ten, while I was in foster
care, I was sexually abused. At sixteen, I finally
got the courage to tell my foster mother what
had happened, and I basically got kicked out.
Social services are still involved, though.”
Paula was then put into housing for vulnerable
people with learning disabilities, and at the
age of seventeen, she met a long-term partner,
and yet again endured abuse. “I was with him
for ten years, and there was a lot of abuse
involved,” says Paula. “I ended up losing four
children. Two to abuse from him.”
Paula started to open up about her mental
health struggles, and in June 2016 she was
diagnosed with borderline personality
disorder, plus generalised anxiety and
depression, after going through various
psychiatrists, Community Psychiatric Nurses
[CPNs] and suicide attempts. “I’ve taken
overdoses and self-harmed just because of
not feeling like I’ve been good enough, or I
don’t deserve to be here,” says Paula. “I hated
myself for a long, long time. Couldn’t even
look at myself in the mirror because I was just
disgusted.” It wasn’t until Paula began working
with Support for Survivors that she gained the
confidence and strength she needed to face
the next chapter of her life.

photo and words: Phoebe Cox
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Paula was directed to the service by the
Nottingham Recovery College, and has been
with the charity since last November: “It’s
been a hard journey, but it’s been a really good
journey,” she says. In recent months, Paula has
organised a football match as a way to raise
funds for the service: “To know that you can
help other people that have been in the same
situation as you… there are no words for it,

During the match, I spoke with several
people about the service itself and Paula’s
achievements. Founder Maxine shares: “It’s
been an amazing journey. She now has a voice.
She wants to get stuck in. She wants to help
others.” Among the many who are proud of
Paula is her partner Kelly, who was helping
with the raffle and cheering the players on
from the sidelines.

To know that you
can help other people
that have been in the
same situation as you…
there are no words for
it, really
Kelly talks about the charity’s influence in
Paula’s life: “It’s been a long journey, she’s
done amazing. She wouldn’t have left the
house six or seven months ago, so this is a
massive step for us. If it weren’t for them, she
wouldn’t be where she is today. Doing this was
a massive challenge for her because of how
poorly she’s been, but she’s managed to get
all her friends here, as well as people we don’t
know. I’m so proud of her.”
Paula’s mentor, Marilyn, was another person
keen to share the progress Paula has made in
the last several months. She explained how
Paula had gained a lot of confidence through
working with Support for Survivors and was a
lot more social and interactive. She says that
the charity and its support network has played
a big part in overcoming many personal
obstacles: “I’m just so proud of her, she was
one of my first ladies [to be mentored on the
service].”
From the fundraising match, £279.48 was
raised for Support for Survivors, and the
charity is now looking to set up a football club,
with Paula having been directly approached
about taking a lead role on the project. There
are a lot of activities in the pipeline for future
fundraising events and Paula, along with the
Support for Survivors team, are enthusiastic to
see just what the future holds for the service.
“I would say to any survivor that’s out there,
Support for Survivors is the best thing that
I’ve ever done,” says Paula. “I think it’s the
best thing any survivor can do, because you
have so much support and there’s so much
understanding. If you are willing to take that
chance, there is something better for you.
That’s what I really believe, and that’s what
I’ve been shown.”

Support for Survivors is located at Sherwood
Community Centre, Woodthorpe House,
Mansfield Road Nottingham NG5 3FN.
To get in touch, you can either call the
service on 07815 715 698, email
chair@supportforsurvivors.org, or
visit the website.
supportforsurvivors.org
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Kurdish native, Gaylan Nazhad,
spent two years on the frontline,
taking photographs and learning
the stories of those displaced
from the regional war between
Kurdistan and ISIS. Gaylan
resides in Nottingham where
he is a ﬁlmmaker, photographer
and the owner of a barber shop
on Derby Road. With help from
anthropologist Ben Houghton,
he’s put together a book of his
photography, 101 Beads: Kurdistan
in War, which shares some bleak
truths from his experiences on
the frontline…

From Donald Trump being held hostage on Derby
Road, to glitched-out riot police down Sneinton
Market, there’ve been a few paste-ups appearing
around the city of late. We managed to pin down
the person responsible for the political artwork across
Nottingham, and got ‘em to do a cover for us. Here,
Displaced/Replaced talks about what inspires them,
and why they’re questioning the system through art...
How did you get started?
I guess it was after the Iraq war protests; I just wanted to say
something. I’m not a trained artist so there’s no formal background,
but I use Photoshop a lot. I break the images through the code and
binary systems to use as templates and play about with. I’ve always
been interested in the nineties glitch aesthetic, industrial music,
punk and VCR. People used to smack TV sets with a bad reception
to ﬁx them, and that’s the analogy I use for my work. People say
my stuﬀ is dystopian and apocalyptic, but has elements of hope in
there. There needs to be a balance, though. I’ve had some hate for
the Trump piece.
What are you trying to say?
It’s about police brutality, the environment, and refugees in crisis.
I’m exploring and addressing the glitches in society. Sometimes in
my work, the stuﬀ that isn’t glitched doesn’t need to be ﬁxed; I’ll
leave the innocent parties alone and target the power structures.
With one of the riot police pieces, I put images of Rodney King and
other people who’ve suﬀered as a result of police brutality on the
front of their shields. Once, I saw an image from the Ukraine of
some little old ladies protesting by holding up mirrors to the police.
I really like the idea of turning the blame back onto them.
How do people react to your work?
Someone has written all over my paste-up on Derby Road. It’s
really interesting; they’ve written the name of some solicitor based
in The Park area. I wondered if they’d completely misinterpreted
it. It’s great when people like the work, but I get more of a kick
when someone reacts negatively. I’ve had death threats online,
people have said they’re going to report me to the CIA, and that I’ve
committed treason against the Royal Family. I’m building up a little
bank of comments to use at some stage. If I’m pissing people oﬀ
like that, I’m doing something right.
Tell us about your LeftLion cover...
It was one of the ﬁrst times I’ve had to think about the audience
rather than an issue. The main photo is from the Mayday March in
Nottingham three years ago, then there’s the Robin Hood statue,
and then the Ratcliﬀe-on-Soar Power Station at the bottom.
Nottingham has a history of rebels and I wanted to remember that.
What’s next for you?
I’ll be working with a radical art collective in America. I really want
to do billboards; I’ve got my eye on one that’s not been touched.
I’m also involved with ConSic International, a collective that puts
out art with a message, but anonymously. Their manifesto says
that if you’re dissatisﬁed with their work, you should get involved.
They seep in to diﬀerent cities and challenge the status quo
through philosophy, art and poetry. It’s about taking that collective
responsibility to shake things up a bit.
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The book is made up of four chapters: Materiality,
Grief, Dislocation and Violence. Ben and Gaylan
purposefully designed it to move away from the
idea of a linear story, fragmenting and distorting
the reality of war in an expressive way. “We call the
chapters theatres of photography,” says Ben. “The
ﬁrst deals with objects and materials; the second
discusses grief in a metaphysical way, dealing very
closely with faces and how they tell stories; the
third looks at the ﬂight and ﬂux of war, reconciling
the contradictions between place and non-place,
identity and non-identity, through documenting the
refugee camps. Despite the name, the ﬁnal chapter
isn’t graphic, but is still very violent, showing the
brutality of war as well as what liberation means to
diﬀerent people.”
After launching at Nottingham’s City Arts earlier
this year, the pair are pleased with the reaction from
the audience and have had independent bookshops
showing interest in stocking the publication. Gaylan
and Ben express that despite all the legwork done
so far, they’re only just getting started.

One day, Ben Houghton took a trip to Derby Road
for a haircut, and got chatting to the barber. They
ended up getting onto the subject of Kurdistan
and the PKK in Turkey, ﬁnding that their interests
were quite intertwined. “It reﬂects the central
theme of the book,” says Ben. “Which is all about
chance meetings and contingencies in a city
environment. There and then, we decided to do
something together.”
The project had previously been gathering
momentum with Gaylan visiting the frontline and
refugee camps between Iraq and Syria, alongside
two university friends, for around a year. “We tried
to capture the feelings of people being dislocated
from their homes without any shelter or food,”
says Gaylan. “I saw so many people killed but I
thought, ‘Hang on, this isn’t the end of everything.
What are the consequences of all this?’”
After documenting, editing and eventually
meeting Ben, Gaylan sat down with his new
partner and went through the photos one by one,
analysing them. “It was a fantastic process, and
I learned a lot,” says Gaylan. “The name of the
book, 101 Beads… is derived from a prayer bead
necklace used by men in the Middle East. I saw
a man die when a sniper bullet went through his
wallet in his pocket, through his banknotes and
into his heart. He died with the prayer beads in his
hands. I didn’t photograph his face, but showed
death through his belongings. I don’t just want the
viewer to be familiar with the violence and blood
in death; I want them to contemplate it rather than
see it as an event or an act.”
The “101 beads” act as a metaphor for the
perpetuation of war in that it’s unclear where the
beginning or end is. The 101-page book includes
101 photos to reﬂect that concept, but whittling
it down came with its woes: “I witnessed things
that shouldn’t have happened; brutal events,” says
Gaylan. “It was very hard to take out some of the
photos. My family in Kurdistan won’t be safe if I
show everything, and I don’t want to bring more
sadness to them. The rest of the photos could be
released one day, but not now.”

“One of the main aims of the book is to counteract
the Western, leftist politics which tend to
romanticise the Kurdish movement. In particular,
women’s role within that,” says Ben. “She’s only
interesting if she’s carrying a gun. And we want
to avert that idea; it creates a narrative that isn’t
necessarily about the people involved. People tend
to be very pro-Kurdish without understanding the
contradictions within the Kurdish state. There’s a
photograph in the book with young lower-class
soldiers on the frontline wearing trainers, while
others show the oﬀicers wearing very sophisticated
American war gear. There’s a disconnect that’s not
normally demonstrated; we see that ISIS is impure
and bad, while the Kurdish are pure and good.
It’s very secular, and we want to juggle with the
antagonism.”
“We’re just trying to say something against the
horrible stuﬀ in the world,” says Gaylan. “We are
against the dirtiness of war and what’s happening in
the Middle East and we just want to do something
small to counteract what’s going on.”

101 Beads: Kurdistan in War is available to buy now.
101beads.photography

Protest of time
words: Benedict Cooper
photos: Benedict Cooper and Tom Quigley

From the machine-wrecking Luddites of the early nineteenth century to the anti-Trump and anti-EDL marches of
today, Notts folk have never been shy to take to the streets to speak out against perceived injustices. We chart
the history of protest in the city, through organisations such as the Co-operative Women’s Guild, Five Leaves
Bookshop, the Sumac Centre and more…
There was a day in the summer of 1985 when the two great political movements
of the era converged in Nottingham. On the Forest Rec, the National Union of
Mineworkers (NUM) staged a mass rally urging solidarity with striking miners,
while over on Victoria Embankment, the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND)
welcomed thousands to the Nottingham Peace Festival.
The hardest part for the organisers was driving guest speakers between the two;
some of the same speakers, maybe the same speeches. “We saw it as one cause,”
says Ross Bradshaw, owner of radical Nottingham bookshop, Five Leaves, who was
one of those ﬁghting the traﬀic between the rallies. “It was all anti-government.”

Nottingham was the stage for some of the
most important speeches and mass gatherings
of the era.
That was Nottingham in the eighties: a conﬂuence of causes and angers. A point at
which, by some inexplicable chemistry, both the paciﬁst and the pit man could each
reasonably expect to get a fair hearing among a population inculcated, however
unknowingly, by two centuries of protest and rebellion.
It’s hard to imagine, but there was a time when the British establishment was living
in dread for its existence. The old order had lost some of its ﬁrmest hand-holds in
the world. The American Revolution and Declaration of Independence in 1776, and
the French Revolution of 1789, had been spurred in no small part by an Englishman,
Thomas Paine; he and others were actively agitating for radical change in Britain.
It seemed that all it would take was a single spark, and the whole thing could go
up. Imagine the terror when a secretive fraternity of factory workers – who set
about smashing machinery to bits – formed in 1811, enraged at being cut out of
the new capitalist deal. Imagine the panic watching the movement spread from
Nottinghamshire through to the mills and factories of Yorkshire and Lancashire;
but even more dangerously, as a symbol, a standard over the coming years and

decades, for all rebel cultures and groups that fought oppression and authority.
No wonder they sent the troops in to gun down the Luddites in the sheer “squalid
wretchedness” that Byron, in solidarity, described. No wonder the Home Oﬀice of
the day sent an informer, William J Oliver – known scornfully as “Oliver the Spy”
– a contemporary spy-cop, to doom the Pentrich Uprising of 1817, before it had
a chance to storm Nottingham. The organisers, Oliver’s prey, thought they would
light the fuse of the English revolution, but were later hanged and beheaded. The
Duke of Newcastle learned the cost of trying to hold back freedoms for workingclass people in 1831, when a mob of Reform Law protestors burnt his house down
in anger; his house being Nottingham Castle.
By the 1840s, the wildﬁres of rebellion had been harnessed; to forge not revolution,
but reform. The Chartist, cooperative and early socialist movements were gaining
national momentum, and the East Midlands was a fulcrum of change. A turning
point for Chartism – the call for extended voting rights, secret ballots, the removal
of land ownership as a qualiﬁcation to stand as a Parliamentary candidate, and
the ability for Members of Parliament to earn a wage – came when its great
leader, Fergus O’Connor, was elected as MP for the key strategic seat of
Nottingham, in 1847.
And it was here that the Co-Operative Women’s Guild chose to form its ﬁrst
regional branch, to ﬁght the injustices of numerous laws of the day – including the
malevolent legislation governing divorce – establishing the third birth control clinic
in the country at the time, on Market Street.
Nottingham was the stage for some of the most important speeches and mass
gatherings of the era. Old Market Square, The Forest, The Assembly Hall on Low
Pavement, the Artisans’ Library and Mechanics Institution, and the mysterious
Democratic Chapel, were where thousands came to hear people demand change
from the quaking establishment. The best book to read on all this is the brilliant A
City of Light, by Christopher Richardson.
This rich history is all the more pronounced when viewed side-by-side with the
present it helped create. In the eighties, the aforementioned Ross Bradshaw was
one of the organisers of Mushroom Books, located at 10 Heathcote Street – now
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Paramount Pictures – which eventually expanded to include the building where
Jamcafe sits. Just as the Artisans’ Library and Mechanics Institution were way
back, and as Five Leaves Bookshop is now, Mushroom was a focal point for the
radical left intelligentsia of Nottingham. It would later be attacked by skinheads
in November 1994.

People are up for a fight here based on
the history of the city.
By the time the NUM and the CND were hosting rallies in town, the causes had
changed, and so had the methods. Getting the word out about the multiple,
imbricated rallies that were happening in the city was a job in itself, but many
hands did the work. “We used to have telephone trees,” says Bradshaw, “and
street reps giving out leaflets. In the days of the CND, you had something like
2,000 members; they were split into neighbourhood groups all over the city.”
As wider society became more conscious of environmental issues and animal
rights, the activist subculture, which had loosely centred around the old
Environmental Information Centre, needed a home. It found it in a little building
on Mansfield Road, where various groups, including the Nottingham Friends of
the Earth and CND, formed a collective space for gathering, learning and reading
known as the Rainbow Centre.
After eighteen years of Tory rule, and the picket lines and pitched battles of
the eighties, it seemed things could only get better. 9/11, Afghanistan and Iraq
changed all that: in a tense new world, protest culture was reborn.
This generation of environmental campaigners were less content to simply be
against cruelty to animals, or human destruction of the natural world; it was time
to get active. The spirit of the Rainbow Centre moved to the Sumac Centre – a
mad maze of Forest Fields hedonism, anarchism and concerted underground
action – and a new wave of activism began.
This gained the region and the city some attention of a more sinister nature.
Mark Stone was a well known face in the environmentalist subculture; well liked
around the Sumac and Forest Fields. If you ever went to one of the legendary
house parties, activist or not, you may have brushed past him or seen him on
the decks. But his story was a lie. Mark Stone was actually Mark Kennedy, an
undercover police officer from the Met Police, who had for years been informing
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on his fellow activists, even forming intimate relationships with women who
are still suffering to this day. The revelations inspired Nottingham playwright,
Kefi Chadwick, to write the production Any Means Necessary, which premiered
at the Playhouse.
The Sumac is still there but, some say, lacks the fervour of those days. Not that
there isn’t plenty happening now. Ross Monaghan is a well-known figure in
the Notts anti-fracking movement – which has a permanent camp out at Tinker
Lane, near Retford – and says some of the same ingredients that brought
protestors to Nottingham at the turn of the century, even the turn of the
nineteenth century, remain.
“People are up for a fight here based on the history of the city,” he says. “People
are open to the idea of going out and changing things. It’s been exciting to be
here. There’s been an incredible amount going on, and there’s a big history of
national activism that revolves around here. There are lots of different pockets
of activism.”
It only took a small pocket of activists from Nottingham Animal Rights to make
a big statement: the glowing, lit-up words “NOTTS UNI TORTURES ANIMALS”
on the tram bridge over the railway station, in February. When Nottingham was
visited by a street movement of another stripe, the English Defence League (EDL)
– modern manifestations of the far-right that tried to trash Mushroom Books –
anti-fa, their faces covered by the black cowls of hoodies and bandanas, came out
to meet them.
When a spontaneous demo sprung up around the Brian Clough statue in response
to the shootings of protestors in Gaza in May, a group of Jewish students from the
University of Nottingham bearing Israeli flags staged a counter-demo, and the
tension was palpable. The regular demos of solidarity outside women’s detention
centre Yarl’s Wood are packed out by coachloads of protestors from Nottingham.
And in the first three months of 2017, there were no less than three “Dump the
Trump” protests in the Market Square.
The torch of activism has been passed, and Millennial activists, it seems, couldn’t
care less if a cause is down the road at Tinker Lane, or in The White House. Tim
Richardson, who was there in the early days of the Sumac says: “There’s a lot
of solidarity activism happening now. It could be the Philippines eco-disaster or
something just down the road. National issues are also campaigned locally.”
Musicians and bands have become politically aware – social media demands it to
an extent – and fundraising gigs are common. It’s hip to be woke. Enter another

one of the pockets of Nottingham’s protest culture: The Maze, on
Mansfield Road, just up from the old Rainbow Centre.
Owners Gaz and Steph Peacham didn’t start the tradition of hosting
nights with a political aim, but they’ve felt an increase in demand – and
sadly, need, especially for local causes – over the past ten years. There
was a time when raising money for charity and protesting were two
parallel, but separate strands of activist culture. In an age when people
are having to step in to support local services undernourished in the
austerity era, charitable giving feels like a form of protest.

In an age when people are
having to step in to support local
services undernourished in the austerity
era, charitable giving feels like a form
of protest.
Steph says: “Gigs are a platform. The venue gives people a place where
you can actually do something. You’re actually raising money. Bands
themselves have become more aware of these things; they’ve been
raising money for food banks themselves. There’s a desperation that
people find themselves in now; there wasn’t a need for this before.”
Historical, even remote, though the causes and people of the earlynineteenth-century Nottingham protest culture might feel now, their
fights led to ours today. Or maybe they never went away, only revolved.
Starved, maybe deliberately, of education, the early working-class
movements set up their own libraries and workshops to take back
the power of words; did Mushroom Books in the eighties, and does
Five Leaves now, fill that void in 2018? Are the conditions that drove a
working-class fraternity to violence 200 years ago really so different
from this age of inexorable automation and innovation?
Perhaps the spectre of Oliver the Spy sloped approvingly alongside
Mark Stone through the shadows of Forest Fields; or today the
ghosts of the Nottingham Co-Operative Women’s Guild follow their
sisters of today down to Yarl’s Wood, the past travelling with the
present it created.
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Being goth, punk or alternative on the LGBTQ+ scene can be be disappointing; the endless pop nights and dance acts
can be relentless if you’re more Marilyn Manson than Marilyn Monroe. In many cities, folk from the LGBTQ+ community
can find a scene to fit their taste, but thanks to a string of closures in Nottingham, there isn’t much of a selection.
Thankfully there are DIY movements, creative ventures and collectives popping up to revive the landscape, and none
come more lively than DirtyFilthySexy. The clubnight turns ten this year, so we had a word with founders DJ Greyskull
and Glitterhawk...
Where did the name DirtyFilthySexy come from?
DJ Greyskull: Things have changed over the last ten years, but it wasn't always
acceptable to be yourself in a lot of places around Nottingham. I was never a fan of
generic gay bars; being gothy and grebby, I often didn't feel welcome in the usual camppop or funky-house venues. Myself and several friends always felt like we were dirty, like
we were filthy scum to everyone else. We were, and we were proud of it. To us, we were
sexy. DirtyFilthySexy represents everyone who feels excluded, unwanted or feels like a
freak. Be yourself, you are sexy. Live it.

What’s your favourite memory from over the years?
Glitterhawk: There’ve been so many, but we recently hosted Drag Race star Aja. We had
no idea what she had planned, and after her final performance she asked for a volunteer
to come up on stage. She chose a guy, and requested a shot of tequila from the bar. She
then offered to take the shot from the volunteer’s foreskin! The crowd went wild and,
after a little hesitation, he happily obliged, whipped his member out, and... Bam! One
shot of tequila downed! I’m sure that’d never happened in Nottingham before and I
doubt it ever will again.

How did the first events kick off?
DJ Greyskull: I previously co-ran a night called Magenta: the darker side of pink. It was a
place for people who didn't feel comfortable in gay bars and who didn't feel they could
be themselves in regular places. After that finished, there was a hole in the Nottingham
scene, and I decided that starting an alternative after-party for Pride was the first step in
filling it. After the first event, I started introducing bands and live acts into the mix.

Is there a particular “Nottingham style” of drag?
Glitterhawk: Each city is different and has its own thing going on. Everywhere has its
club kids, comedy queens, female drag queens, singing queens, look queens, and drag
kings. There isn't a “Nottingham style” of drag; it’s a smorgasbord of all the different
types. I'd say that there's definitely a little something for everyone, and we come
together as a family. Those who drag together stay together, as they say.

Do you remember your first performance, Glitterhawk?
Glitterhawk: My whole life has been a performance, darling! My first drag gig was at
a DirtyFilthySexy event at Spanky's in 2016. I was really nervous and performed a lip
sync to a mash-up of Hellraiser quotes, songs from a band called Combichrist, and
Aphex Twin’s Come To Daddy. At the end, I threw packets of Monster Munch from a
homemade Hellraiser puzzle box into the audience, much to their delight. I was told my
performance scared people, but I took it as a compliment. I always want to shock and
push boundaries. People have come to expect the unexpected.

DirtyFilthySexy presents The Boulet Brothers Dragula Tour at Nottingham Contemporary
on Sunday 2 September, 6.30pm. Tickets are £20.
dirtyfilthysexy.co.uk

DirtyFilthySexy represents everyone who
feels excluded, unwanted or feels like a freak.
Be yourself, you are sexy. Live it.
Who’s been your favourite DirtyFilthySexy performer?
DJ Greyskull: There’ve been so many over the last ten years it’s really difficult to choose.
I’d say working with the RuPaul's Drag Race queens has been a highlight. My particular
favourites to date have been Alaska Thunderfvck and Sasha Velour, London's Virgin
Xtravaganzah and Adam All, Lydia L'Scabies and Hungry’s performance back in February.
Where do you see drag going in the next few years?
Glitterhawk: It’s taking over the world! The floodgates have certainly opened since Drag
Race started, and we’re lucky to live in a more tolerant world where drag will continue to
break down the barriers faced by the LGBTQ community. It’ll make it stronger and bring
people together.
DJ Greyskull: In the early days, it was mainly friends and punters from previous events
that came to our nights and we tried to have at least one live act each month. Eventually,
we opened this up to include performers, cabaret, burlesque, drag, and loads more. We
always tried new things and took risks to see what people like. We now attract a younger
and more diverse crowd than we used to and it really gives us motivation to keep going.
What do you reckon to Nottingham’s LGBTQ scene?
Glitterhawk: What scene? Ha! As with any city, there’s definitely a big and vibrant
LGBTQ community, but unlike other cities, we have a limited selection of dedicated gay
venues. To me, it seems a little odd that Nottingham doesn't have any clubs or bars like
Manchester, Leeds or Birmingham. Perhaps people here don't feel the need, and are
just as comfortable going to regular bars and clubs. But I think Nottingham needs more
dedicated gay venues.
DJ Greyskull: With the loss of places like Queen of Clubs and NG1, there’s been a bit of
a resurgence in the growth of DIY, punky LGBTQ collectives like Shady Cow and QTPOC
Notts. There’ve also been pop-up queer events like QueerFest, a weekend music festival
at JT Soar, plus quiz and cabaret nights at bars around the city. I'd say Rough Trade,
The Maze and Spanky's have been a beacon for these nights and have been supportive
of the queer alternative. The Drag Race stars coming here to perform has also been
instrumental in bringing the LGBTQ crowd together here in Nottingham.
What drag performers inspire you?
Glitterhawk: I have a real eclectic taste when it comes to drag performers but I do
have a love for the kooky, spooky, punky and arty queens like the Boulet Brothers, May
May Graves, Valentine Anger, Drag With No Name, Pinche Queen, Meatball, Dusty Ray
Bottoms, Dis Charge, and Anna Phylactic, to name just a few. I'm lucky to have worked
with some of these queens and of course my DirtyFilthySexy sisters Nana Arthole and
Marilyn Sane are a constant inspiration.

Glitterhawk, Resident DirtyFilthySexy Queen

Juga-Naut
Found Objects: Stolen Art EP PT.II
EP

If you’re from Nottingham and want
to get added to our music writers list,
or get your tunes reviewed, hit us up
on: editorial@leftlion.co.uk
LA Nights
LA Nights
Album

Deadbeat at Dawn
Eternal Sunshine
EP

This band’s self-titled album sounds like it’s
popped over to the present day straight from
the year 3000 with its futuristic sound. The
sound features both male and female lead
vocals, multiple keyboards, saxophone, ﬂute,
guitar, bass guitar and sequenced drums, making way for a broad
musical programme that’s bound to excite your lugholes. Tracks like
Time and Don’t Stop are without a doubt standout anthems, both
well worthy of cranking up the volume on a balmy summer’s day. The
album is made up of just eight tracks, each containing synthwave and
electronic sounds that, coupled with a sprinkling of retro vibes, oﬀers
up some sparkly tracks that you just don’t get nowadays. Stick it on in
the car, full blast, and drive. Chloe Underwood

Imagine a cinematic trance; like being
transported through a galaxy of stars,
then occasionally picking up a bit of
speed when a scary creature appears.
The third track Time: Revelation Ratio
sounds like when you hit the boss alien, with ominous organ music
and distortion like you’ve lost touch with your space rangers. The
EP ﬁnishes on a calmer note, winding down from the heavier tones
of the previous tracks. It’s all very cohesive, with the songs meshing
together while at the same time telling their own individual chapter
of the story. It’s proper good motivational music, so if you’re
looking for summat new to crank your legs to in the gym or have a
pile of paperwork up to your neck, give this EP a try. To inﬁnity and
beyond. Eve Smallman

Blackmail Box
Staring Contest
Album

Louis
Hold
EP

Blackmail Box formed in 2013 with a selfproclaimed manifesto to blend grimy rock
’n’ roll, post-punk and pop noir. The music
certainly has a dark, spiky, occasionally Joy
Division-like edge to it, but it’s the vocals
that really stand out here: singer Henry James Farrell has a distinctive
voice that sounds like a fusion of Mark E Smith, Fred Schneider from
the B52s and Einar Örn Benediktsson from the Sugarcubes. Maybe a
dash of Nick Cave in there too. Sounds incongruous, right? Well, it is…
but they certainly don’t sound like anybody else. Maybe the closest
comparison would be Devo, with the angular guitars and aﬀected
vocal style. It’s probably not everyone’s cup of tea, but on songs where
it all comes together, like Alibi, Blackmail Box sound great. Tim Sorrell

The ethereal, delicate melodies coming
from Louis’ Hold EP sound like they
came straight from a ﬁve-year old’s
dream, exploring the world around them
in a Where the Wild Things Are-type
adventure. Though beautifully naïve and untouched by the pressure
of conforming to popular styles, Hold is not made by a child but by
a fully ﬂedged, accomplished and obviously passionate musician,
Richard Solaini. Boldly playing with both traditional instruments
and electronic samples, the result is nothing short of atmospheric
bliss, pumped with emotion; it’s no wonder you can ﬁnd his past
productions used on numerous inspiring videos, adverts and
documentaries on the internet. Drumming up feelings of hope,
acceptance and serenity is what this artist seems to do best, and
Hold is no diﬀerent. Eileen Pegg

NUSIC
BOX
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Juga-Naut follows up his contribution to
the VVV Bozo Boyz LP with an exceptional
solo tape. The Nottingham rapper dazzles
on the opening gambit, Acrylic and Oil, a
strong contender for the crown jewel of
the release. His quickﬁre imagery is paired
with boastful art and his signature culinary
references, which ﬂoat with sluggish precision over loud, compressed
drums and dusty Rhodes chords. The EP is punctuated with three volumes
of History Verses; a trio of interludes each containing a medley of classic
tracks, giving the listener insight into Juga-Naut's inﬂuences and artists
seminal to the origins of the culture. As the tracks cut between samples,
Jugz showcases a variety of ﬂows, eﬀortlessly adapting to each of his
curated excerpts. Suede Funk was selected by BBC 6Music DJ Huey
Morgan, who played it on his show earlier this year. According to Notts
legend Scorzayzee, Jugz sounds best over funk beats and it's easy to
understand why; the Notts MC sits in the sound’s pockets comfortably
and delivers quality penmanship over fat, synthy basslines and delicately
cut samples. When placed next to his collaborative 6 Bricks eﬀort with
Micall Parknsun, this EP comes across a lot more personal and nostalgic.
Overall, however, it’s a ﬁerce reminder of what Juga-Naut is made of ahead
of The Purple Door; a collaborative eﬀort with UK stalwart SonnyJim that’s
coming soon. Ashwin Balu

Your new Notts music tip sheet, as compiled by
Nusic’s Sam Nahirny. Want more? Check out the
fortnightly podcasts and live sessions on the
Nusic website.

5ivers

Clonk!

A wavey Notts collective, 5ivers mix r ‘n’ b, hip hop, grime, and pop,
and add a Notts touch to make something proper exciting. The two
songs we’ve heard, Pull Up and Gwop and Gwalla, sound unlike
anything we’ve set our tabs on yet. While it’s clearly Notts and proud
(0115... 5ivers... see what they did there?) the mix of ﬂows, vocal
tones, and energies give each 5ivers tune a proper distinct sound. To
have found that so early on in the game is pretty impressive.

Before we’d given these guys a listen, we’d heard them described
as “Nirvana reborn.” That’s quite a chuﬀin’ statement, but we can
see where the point. This four-piece are a raucous, ﬁerce, and
in-your-face fusion of punk, rock ‘n’ roll and grunge, and they’re
well good. So good are the guitar-based bangers that they
produce, they can even get away with song titles like Ed’s Got
Really Floppy Hair. Not a mean feat, that.

facebook.com/5iversentertainment

@clonkoﬀicial

Jazz has been around for over a century now; the exact date disputed but its birthplace is unanimously
agreed on: New Orleans. African-American communities of this vibrant, palpable city kicked off the
magical creation in the early 1900s, and an entirely new music genre formed. After a period of being
frowned upon by many, it became the soundtrack for twenties America, otherwise known as the Jazz
Age. These days, the West African rhythms, blues, ragtime and European military band infusions have
danced their way across the globe, and into the corners of cities like ours. But what of Nottingham
jazz? Where did it all start, and what’s going on in the scene today?
After eventually realising success and canonising itself in America's
identity as the country’s “classical music”, jazz found its way to
London via visiting musicians and imported records. The rest of
the country readily embraced the music, further popularised by
newspapers and the radio. The forties signalled the beginning
of Nottingham's jazz history when the Nottingham Rhythm Club
was formed, which still runs to this day and meets at The Stadium
Leisure Club monthly to hold heavyweight performers and
occasionally more modern acts.
In the early fifties, the Trent Bridge Inn hosted some of the earliest
live performances from local jazz music makers. Over the following
years, the city welcomed renowned jazz musicians like Buddy Rich
and Duke Ellington to play in venues that included the Albert Hall,
which was notoriously built with disappointing acoustics. Alongside
concert acts, many pubs and bars held nights and residencies for
listeners to sink into the smooth sound of jazz.
In 1997, the genre underwent a change in Nottingham and
entered the Jazz Steps era. An organisation built on nurturing
and progressing the genre within the city, Jazz Steps consistently
held concerts in the Bonington Theatre, hosting a number of
contemporary professional musicians, and continues its work today.
Before Jazz Steps, the genre lacked a solid centrepiece to identify
with, and a dedicated team of volunteers strived to change this. Carl
Bilson, a Jazz Steps contributor, describes their aim as "fostering
jazz throughout Nottingham and Nottinghamshire." Their efforts to
find, mentor and train people to play jazz music and master the art
of sound engineering, further preserves the city's jazz culture.
Jazz drummer, Andrew Wood, says that "Nottingham doesn't have a
specialist [jazz] degree pathway; the scene is more organic." People
contributing to the scene are purely self-guided, and that spirit is
evident through the tight-knit connections between musicians and
organisers. Jazz Steps have helped to promote a brand new jazz bar,
Peggy's Skylight, set to open on Friday 24 August. With the recent
closure of many of the city’s independent hangouts – like the Malt
Cross, which hosted the Jazz Jam every month – it’s exciting to be
introduced to a new venue for both casual and dedicated listeners
to attend freely and regularly.

Bitches be Brewin, a night running on the first Thursday of every month at
Jamcafe, is pushing the genre forwards too; blending styles like hip hop
and funk with more improvisational jazz, as well as welcoming musicians to
contribute and collaborate on spontaneous one-song gigs with strangers
or the house band. And on the movement side of things, Out To Lunch, the
monthly jazz dance sessions at the Rose and Crown, enables a niche jazz
subculture to reside in Nottingham.

Nottingham doesn’t have a
specialist [jazz] degree pathway; the
scene is more organic
Mainstream jazz has always had an association with the older generations
since it passed its time as “pop” music. Adaptation was necessary to engage
younger listeners, and events like The Jitterbug, a night of electro-swing
(classic swing music combined with mainly house) have come and gone.
The introduction of Swing and Bass nights, which served up jazz mixed with
drum ‘n’ bass, also had a hand in creating a period that saw the genre reach a
younger audience, and do something a bit different.
Sadly, these events ended earlier in the year, but The Jazz Recovery Sessions
offer another club-infused jazz experience, although with purer dance-jazz
vinyl gracing the record player. Justin Turford from Truth and Lies Music runs
these sessions, and is delighted with the mixed-age turnouts they see: "A large
percentage of punters are twenty-year olds losing their shit to records I've not
had an audience for in years."
The future of jazz in Nottingham has a unanimous verdict of growth from the
insiders on the scene. Through innovation, jazz will remain at the forefront
of creative musical advancement. There’ll always be a place for the official
soundtrack to bars and coffee shops, for the classic sound that rebels and
brings people together all over the world.

One venue that’s stayed true to the traditional format and styles
of jazz is The Pelican Club, which hosts live music from jazz trios,
quartets and other acts who scatter songs on diners every Friday
and Saturday. On Sunday lunchtimes and Monday nights, however,
you can catch more traditional swing featuring at The Bell Inn.
There’s also The Lion at Basford, which hosts quality traditional
musicians all day every Sunday, attracting a multitude of serious
performers.

words: Will Ryan
photo: Richard Chung
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Last month saw the city’s bars, cafes, shops and salons pitted against each other in a battle to
be crowned Nottingham’s Independent Business of the Year 2018; the tastily executed offerings
of Bar Iberico took the ultimate crown and the restaurant skipped off merrily into their tapas
wonderland. The awards have been championing those brave enough to stand up against
corporate giants for a few years now, and this time there was a new Special Achievement award
up for grabs, taken by none other than Nottingham’s wine-merchant stalwarts, Weavers…
Like the entrance to Diagon Alley, it’s easy to overlook the little
independent shop at 1 Castle Gate, but to those who know of the
elixirs found behind the door, Weavers is a little slice of Leaky
Cauldron secrets. Someone jotting down notes with a quill in the
corner wouldn’t seem out of place.
Entering through the fabulously traditional shop front, visitors are
greeted by the sight of bottles sparkling floor to ceiling, through a
comforting glow that says the place has been around for a good while
now. On any visit you’re likely to find the family business’ owners,
father and daughter Alan and Mary Trease in the shop with their
knowledgeable team. Alan invited us down a tightly woven staircase
and into the mystery of the cellar, passing framed newspaper clippings
above each step.
“We were bombed in the first world war by a zeppelin,” points
out Alan.
“We’ve seen quite a lot of action,” says Mary. “We’ve been here
since 1844 and we’ve changed from a lively men’s bar through to an
off license. Dad’s fourth generation, I’m fifth generation, and I work
with my brother Philip who’s visiting the Nyetimber vineyard at the
moment. My fourteen-year-old daughter also has a Saturday job in the
office which is nice.”
Alan and Mary talk proudly of the relationship they have with both
their customers and suppliers. The longevity of Weavers’ business is a
product of their extensive knowledge of wines and spirits, and who’s
buying them, which puts them on the map as a quality independent.
But that prestige and city-centre location comes with “special
occasion” connotations, and can mean that shoppers will swing by the
supermarket for a bottle instead. “We’ve got that history that I don’t
think anybody can have if you’ve just opened up,” says Mary.
“I think some people can feel a little
bit intimidated but come in, meet
us, we’re really open and friendly,
and we can find something to
match whichever price point
anybody wants.”
“People pick up a bottle in the
weekly food shop don’t they? It’s
convenient,” says Alan.
And I can fully understand it, people
are so busy,” continues Mary. “But
we deliver too. And we’ve got those
great wines for special occasions, but
also for everyday drinking. Believe
in us for that, because that’ll support
your local independent more.”
The business practices what it
preaches, working alongside many
independent vineyards and growers
throughout the world. “I just love
dealing with family estates, because
you get the support you want,”
says Mary.

“We avoid brands where we can,” says Alan. “We work with some
really great small Champagne firms.”
“We just deal with good wine from good people,” says Mary. “And
we look after them. One supplier from Argentina didn’t have enough
to buy his bottles but we needed his shipment, so with a deep breath
we sent him some money. Three months later, the wine arrived.
And he’s been loyal to us ever since. That’s how you build up those
relationships.”
The merchants have also developed drinks of their own, ranging from
Champagne, to Robin Hood Mead, to their latest beverage: The Spirit
of Nottingham Castle Gate Gin, which can be found lacing the city’s
menus for Nottingham Cocktail Week next month.
“St James’s Hotel loves it so much that they’ve used it in the
[Nottingham Cocktail Week] competition as their base gin,” says Mary.
“It was a bit of fun. We didn’t know how well it was going to go, and
it’s just flown. We’re really excited. I think the nicest thing is people
coming back for their second or third bottle.”
The gin is made particularly “Nottingham” by its acorns: “I suggested
it off the cuff,” says Mary. “But the distiller said ‘Ooh, actually…’” After
seven months of various back-and-forth batches, and staff tastings in
the cellar, a style was found and a recipe was settled on; leading with
juniper and the distinct nuttiness of the acorns.
“I think one of the reasons we were singled out for the Special
Achievement award was our gin,” says Alan. The spirit, labelled
beautifully with green-foiled trees and a squirrel perched cheekily
up-top, also has a sister in the form of the strawberry and lavender
Castle Gate Pink Gin. While the original is labelled No.1 on the lid to
reflect the shop, the latter is foiled pink with Maid Marian and labelled
No.17 to highlight the Georgian house just up the road, also owned by
Weavers and used to host tasting sessions.
“It’s not too sweet, is it,” says Mary, supping the pink gin. “I think
the savouriness of the acorns comes through which balances it
quite nicely. Serve it with elderflower tonic and a couple of slices of
strawberries or raspberries and a bit of mint.”
“I love this with plenty of ice, sitting in the garden,” says Alan.
Weavers has retained a charming simplicity in the face of a
bamboozling digital revolution; Alan still adds up prices on a piece
of paper at the till, much to the amazement of young kids in tow with
their parents. Remaining optimistic for the future, the family take their
time to offer an experience, much like sitting down with an old friend
for dinner, and encourage people to pop in for a chat about their
drinks.
“People’s flavours are broader now, and we love seeing people
happy to experiment; especially with food and wine matching,”
says Mary.
“I always cook with white,” says Alan. “Sometimes some of it
goes in the food.”

Weavers of Nottingham, 1 Castle Gate, NG1 7AQ. 0115 958 0922
						
				
weaverswines.com

		

Hic! The city is about to be taken over by the most delightful elixirs you could possibly imagine for
Nottingham Cocktail Week, all thanks to It’s In Nottingham. As part of the liquor-laced festivities, there’s
also a competition running that sees the city’s bars go up against each other in a battle of the cocktails. There
were three possible categories: Twist on a Classic, Nottingham Themed, and Collaboration. Get your chops
wrapped around this lot, be sure to tek it steady, and stay tuned to ﬁnd out who’ll be crowned the ultimate
mixing champions…

Nottingham Cocktail Week runs from Monday 3 – Sunday 9 September

itsinnottingham.com

Cherry Popper

Blood Orange Daiquiri

Alea Casino Bar Esquina

Bar Iberico

Category: Nottingham Themed

Category: Twist on a Classic

Vanilla vodka, Disaronno, grenadine,
cherry puree, orgeat syrup

Ron Palido Montero rum, Bacardi Carta
Blanca rum, Cointreau, Campari, blood
orange syrup, lime

£9.50

£7.50

Original Dambuster

Cocoa Cabana

[ALT] Gaming Lounge

Be At One

Category: Collaboration

Category: Collaboration

Ginger-infused brown sugar syrup,
Kraken rum, Toussaint, Angostura, milk

Studio Chocolate 55% Ganache, Sailor
Jerry rum, vanilla syrup, ice cream

£7.50

White Cosmo

£5

Panthers Paradise

The Alchemist

Bierkeller

Category: Twist on a Classic
Ketel One vodka, St Germain, Cointreau,
lime, ﬂowers

£8.25

Category: Nottingham Themed
Havana Club Añejo 3 Años, passion fruit
puree, 6 mint leaves, 6 lime wedges,
soda top

£4.95

Long Island Iced Stein
Annie's Burger Shack
Category: Twist on a Classic
Vodka, white rum, gin, tequila, margarita
mix, Coca-Cola, garnish, ice

£12.95

Thai d Up In Notts
The Bodega
Category: Nottingham Themed
Lychee, ginger, surprises

£7.50
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Tax Evasion

Boilermaker

Curious Tavern

Category: Collaboration

Category: Twist on a Classic

Reyka vodka, limoncello, cacao blanc,
rhubarb, cucumber, Overheard in Notts

Kraken rum, sweet vermouth, dry
vermouth, orange juice, orange bitters

£7.50

£6

Nottingham Rocks

The Speed Skater

Browns

Das Kino

Category: Nottingham Themed

Category: Nottingham Themed

Bacardi Carta Blanca rum, Chapel Down
Chardonnay vodka, Tanqueray gin,
Olmeca tequila, vanilla syrup, strawberry
puree, lemon, soda

Koko Kanu rum, Appleton rum,
Southern Comfort, blue Curaçao, cream,
pineapple, strawberry, lemon

£6

£9

Virgin Espresso Martini
Cafe Sobar

Robin Hood
Faradays
Category: Nottingham Themed

Category: Collaboration
Double espresso, vanilla syrup, water, ice

£2.50

Meadows Mule

Coconut rum, Midori melon liqueur,
banana liqueur, pineapple juice, sweet
and sour

£9

White Russian Caramel

The Castle

Grosvenor Casino

Category: Nottingham Themed

Category: Twist on a Classic

Vodka, ginger beer, lime

£7.50

Eristoff vodka, Tia Maria, salted caramel
liqueur, milk, cream

£6.75

Choccingham Forest

Hart of a Lion

Chino Latino

Hart's

Category: Nottingham Themed

Category: Twist on a Classic

Absolut vodka, Baileys, Frangelico,
menthe liqueur

£7.50

Apricot consommé, dandelion-infused
Chase vodka, lemon kick

£9.75

The Rochelle

Pink Monkey

Cookie Shake Bar

Head of Steam

Category: Twist on a Classic

Category: Twist on a Classic

Honey Jack Daniel’s whiskey, Irish cream,
secret Ferrero Rocher shot

Blue Monkey gin, triple sec, bitters,
delirium red, pineapple juice, lime,
Grenada rum

£7.50

Notts Summer Punch

£6.95

Black Forest Martini

Copper

Hilton Nottingham

Category: Nottingham Themed

Category: Nottingham Themed

Vodka, Chambord, cassis, Prosecco

£8

Absolut vodka, crème de cassis, crème
de mure, Framboise, double cream,
Chambord

£8

Cherry Bendigo

Perfume of Nottingham

Curious Manor

Lace Market Hotel

Category: Nottingham Themed
Muddled blackberries, cherry bitters,
Lamb’s Navy rum, elderflower cordial,
lime juice

£7

Category: Nottingham Themed
Chilean Chardonnay, lemon, lime,
grenadine, lemon garnish, flower

£8

Anne's Naughty
Cuban Summers

Rum Runner
Las Iguanas

Revolucion de Cuba

Category: Nottingham Themed

Category: Collaboration

Havana Club Añejo 3 Años, blackberry,
banana, lime, pineapple, grenadine

Koko Kanu coconut rum, Chambord,
cherry, passionfruit, pink chaser

£8.95

£9.25

Torvill and Dean Ice
Cream Dream

The Hynd
Lost City Adventure Golf

Revolution Cornerhouse

Category: Nottingham Themed
Reyka vodka, blue Curaçao, blueberry
syrup, lemon juice

£6

Category: Nottingham Themed
Mango, pineapple, melted ice cream
revolution

£8.50

Coffee Koludda

Cherry Bouevardier

The Ned Ludd

Revolution Hockley

Category: Twist on a Classic

Category: Twist on a Classic

Koko Kanu, vanilla vodka, Kahlua, milk,
whipped cream, 200 Degrees coffee

Bulleit bourbon, Martini Rosso, Aperol,
cherry syrup, Angostura bitters

£7.95

£8.25

Made Marian's Way

Blood and Sandstone

Oaks Restaurant & Bar

Fat Cat Nottingham

Category: Nottingham Themed

Category: Nottingham Themed

Olmeca tequila, cranberry juice, sugar
syrup, fresh lemon juice, soda water,
raspberries

Vodka, Kahlua, milk, cream, grenadine

£10.95

£7.50

Black Panther

The Purple Flag

Parliament Bar & Kitchen

Squares

Category: Nottingham Themed

Category: Nottingham Themed

Old J rum, Jagermeister, lime juice,
Angostura bitters, Pepsi, glitter

Bacardi Carta Blanca rum, Smirnoff No.21
vodka, Blue Curaçao, Chambord, sour
mix, grenadine syrup

£5

£5.99

English Tapas

Elderflower Gin Fizz

Pepper Rocks

St James Hotel

Category: Twist on a Classic

Category: Collaboration

Birra Moretti, Savanna dry cider, Lejay
cassis, fresh lime, ice

Castle Gate gin, elderflower cordial,
lemon juice, Prosecco

£6

£8.95

Reserved Bakewell

Cave Dweller

Red Dog Saloon

Suede Bar

Category: Twist on a Classic

Category: Nottingham Themed

Evan Williams Cherry Reserve, Disaronno,
cranberry, lemon juice, gomme, egg white

Castle Gate pink gin, Cherry Marnier,
orange juice, ginger ale

£7.50

£7.50

Beeramble

Hobin Rood

Belgo

Ye Olde Salutation Inn

Category: Twist on a Classic

Category: Nottingham Themed

Beefeater gin, blackberries, lemon,
Lindemans Kriek Lambic beer

Blue Curaçao, melon vodka, Corky’s
mango glitter schnapps, lemonade, ice

£8.50

£6
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Melodica Festival

Jamcafe
Where? Rough Trade and
12 August
When? Saturday 11 - Sunday
What time? 1pm - 11pm
How much? Donations
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Where? Nottingham Contemporary
When? Saturday 25 August
What time? 7pm
How much? £8
Eyre Llew have been absolutely storming the Notts music
scene for a good while now, having played at Splendour
in 2015, and selling out a load of headline shows. Sadly,
this gig is a farewell show of sorts. But dry yer eyes,
they’re not breaking up, they’re just jetting off to tour
Asia. Lucky boggers. It’s also lead singer Sam’s bothdeh,
so it’ll be a bash to remember. We’ll miss yer lads, but
we’re proud that you’ll be waving the Notts flag from the
other side of the globe. The folks round there are in for a
right treat.
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Trix & Robert
Haussmann and Pia
Camil’s Split Wall

Where?
Nottingham Contemporary
When? Saturday 14 July Sunday 7 October
What time?
Tuesday - Saturday:
10am - 6pm, Sunday:
11am - 5pm
How much? Free
Trix and Robert Haussmann have been dubbed the most significant Swiss
architects and designers of the twentieth century. This retrospective
brings together works from the last fifty years, spanning architecture,
product design, installation, textiles and furniture. That chair’s not for
sitting, mind. At the same time, Mexican artist Pia Camil brings her
Split Wall exhibition to the Contemporary for her first solo show in the
UK. There’s a huge curtain constructed from t-shirts commenting on
consumerism and globalisation, as well as being breathtakingly colourful.
Plus, there’s a massive two-man hammock covered in stuffed jean legs to
lie on. Free? No brainer.

Creative Summer Sessions
Where? Harley Gallery
When? All month
What time? 10am - 4pm
How much? £2.50 - £22

Drag the kids – and/or yersen – away from the gadgets
and gizmos and do summat creative this summer. The
Harley Gallery will be holding nature-themed creative
play sessions every Wednesday, and holding Paint a
Pot workshops every Thursday. Pack the wet wipes for
the latter.

Nottingham’s Dengest Catto and Most
Booﬁn’ Doggo Award Winners
After an intense month of voting, we’re happy to announce
the esteemed winners of the thiccest competition in
Hoodtown. The Notts populace has spoken, and we’d like to
say a massive congratulations to Pippin, our Dengest Catto,
and Lola, our most Booﬁn’ Doggo!
Lola will be treated to a new, handmade dog collar, lead
and bandana set from our mates at Wiﬀ Waﬀ Designs, and
Pippin will be immortalised by the talented pet portrait
painter and LeftLion contributor Alex MacNaughton AKA
Lexie Mac. In the meantime, young ﬂoofers, you can wear
your crowns with pride.
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Afternoon
Tea Week

Where?
The Embankment
When? Monday
13 - Sunday 19 August
What time? All day
How much? £12

There’s nowt more British than a spot of afternoon tea.
Head down to The Embankment for some posh nosh,
including a range of sandwiches and scones with fresh
cream and jam. You can even add a naughty bottle of
Prosecco for an extra £2. Our pinky ﬁngers are twitchin’.
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What’s on?
wednesday 1 Aug

thursday 2 aug

friday 3 aug

saturday 4 aug

🎤 Rofl Audio Recording Studios
Open Mic Night
JamCafé
Free, 6.45pm

🎤 Open Mic Night
The Golden Fleece
Free, 8pm

♫ Unplugged Showcase
Bunkers Hill
Free, 8pm

📣 IPA Day with Roger Protz
The Fox & Crown
Free, 7pm

♫ Nottingham Youth Orchestra
Summer Concert
St Mary’s Church
£1 - £12, 7.30pm

📖 From Pirates to Porcupines:
Creating Magical Children’s
Book Characters
Djanogly Theatre
£6, 10am

🎥  Do the Right Thing
Nottingham Contemporary
£5, 6.30pm
🎨 Hands on Holidays:
Paper Crown
The Harley Gallery
£2.50,11am
🔧 Represent
New Art Exchange
Free 1pm
♫ Liines
Rough Trade
£5 - £8 , 7.30pm
💻 Open Hack Night
Nottingham Hackspace
Free
💪 NUH Trust: Introduction to
Bike Maintenance (Women)
Nottingham Bikeworks
£5, 6pm
👪 Explore the Sea
Newark Library
Free, 1pm - 3pm
👪 Summer Reading Challenge
Activity: Make a Treasure Chest
Newark Library
Free, 10.30am
👪 John Kirk Presents: Dennis
and the Chamber of Mischief
Beeston Library
Free, 2pm

♫ T-Shirt Weather +
The George Gadd Duo + BSM
The Angel Microbrewery
£5, 7.30pm

🎨 A Moon Full of Jellyfish
MinorOak
Free, 6.30pm

♫ Martin Black + Ben Mark
Smith + Chloe Rodgers
+ Jake Burns
The Maze
£5, 7.30pm

👣 Centre for Advanced
Training: End of Year
Performance
Lakeside Arts Centre
Free, 6pm

🔧 Gamemaker Full Day
Workshop
The National Videogame Arcade
£40, 10am

😂 Friday Night Comedy
The Glee Club
£8 - £21.50, 7pm

📣 Tomi Adeyemi in
Conversation with Raifa Rafiq
Waterstones
£3 - £8, 6.30pm
💪 NUH Trust: Introduction
to Bike Maintenance
Nottingham Bikeworks
£5, 6pm
🎥 The Happy Prince
Savoy Cinema
11.30am
👪 Mischief Makers Comic
Strip Workshop
Beeston Library
Free, 10am

♫ The Genie Lamps
The Lion at Basford
Free, 9pm
♫ Wigflex Chicken and
Waffles + Congi
Rough Trade
Free, 6pm
♫ Matthew Ryan
The Maze
£12, 7.30pm
📖 Meet Geronimo Stilton
Waterstones
Free, 12pm
👪 Community Learning: Around
the World
West Bridgford Library
Free, 1pm

🔧 Introduction to
Copper Embossing
Curious? Nottingham
£38, 10am
🔧 Traditional Stone Setting
with Dave Gelder
Focus Gallery
£110, 10.30am
🔧 The Art of the Hip Hop
Album Cover
New Art Exchange
£7, 10am
♫ Lacey
Rescue Rooms
£8.78, 6.30pm
♫ Black Angus + DIIO
Rock City
£11, 6.30pm
♫ Jack Wickham
Rough Trade
Free - £5, 9pm
♫ National Youth Brass
Band of Great Britain
The Albert Hall
£10 - £14, 7.30pm
🔧 Woodblock Print Making
By Our Hands
£75, 10am

sunday 5 aug
🎭 Poker Night
The Grosvenor
£5, 8pm
🎲 Music Quiz
The Lion at Basford
Free, 8.30pm
♫ Relaxing Gong Bath
Earthtones Sound Therapy
£10, 10.30am
🌅 Nottingham Riverside
Festival Dragon Boat Challenge
Victoria Embankment
Free, 10am
♫ Never The Bride
+ Summerland
The Maze
£11, 7pm
🎥 Film Screening: Batman
National Justice Museum
£12.50, 7pm
♫ Sunday Jazz
The Embankment
Free, 1pm
🎭 Mega Drive
The National Videogame Arcade
£10
🔧 Family Making
By Our Hands
£20, 12.30pm
♫ Live Jazz
The Bell Inn
Free, 12pm

monday 6 aug

tuesday 7 aug

wednesday 8 aug

thursday 9 aug

friday 10 aug

🎤 Spotlight Open Mic Night
Bunkers Hill
Free, 8pm

♫ Notts in a Nutshell
The Maze
£3, 7.30pm

♫ TNT
Tap and Tumbler
Free, 8.30pm

🎥 Grease! Outdoor Screening
Blend Coffee Shop
£13.75 - £16.50, 7pm

♫ Backgammon
The Lion at Basford
Free, 8.30pm

🎲 Boardgames and Tabletop
Games Night
Vat and Fiddle
Free, 6.15pm

🎨 Hands on Holidays:
Natural Weaving
The Harley Gallery
£2.48 , 11am

♫ Shanks’ Pony
The Bakehouse
£5, 7.30pm

♫ Jon Collin + Rob Noyes +
Anna Peaker + Teresa Winter
The Chameleon Cafe Bar
£6 - £8, 8pm

💪 Pilates
The Place Activity Centre
£8.50, 6pm
♫Acoustic Rooms: Mark Holley
Rescue Rooms
Free, 8pm
📣 An Evening with
Peter Robinson
Waterstones
£3, 7pm

♫Acoustic Sessions
The Golden Fleece
Free, 8.15pm
💪 Pilates
The Place Activity Centre
£8.50, 12pm
♫ Deaf Havana
Rough Trade
£6 - £20, 6.30pm

🔧 We Love Musicals
Nottingham Arts Theatre
£3 - £5, 10am

👪 Open Coworking Day
MinorOak
Free, 10am

🎥 Arts + Tech Summer School:
Explore Virtual Reality
Broadway Cafe Bar
£40, 11am

🎥 Arts + Tech Summer School:
Explore Digital Art
Broadway Cafe Bar
£25, 10am

👪 Dinosaur Explorers
The Worksop Library
Free, 1pm

👪 Family Learning Workshops:
Dinosaur Explorers
Newark Library
Free, 1pm

🔧 Intensive German
for Holidays
Beeston Library
£24, 12pm

👪 Family History Club
Newark Library
Free, 10am

👪 Chattertots
Hucknall Library
Free, 10am

👪 Mischief with Geoffrey Jumper
Nottingham Central Library
£1, 11am

🎲  Love Island Quiz
Bierkeller
£6, 7pm

🔧  Music and Me: 7-10 Year Olds
New Art Exhange
Free, 10.30am
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♫ A Night in Texas + Harbinger
+ Azazel
The Maze
£8, 7pm
🔧 Game Level Design Workshop
The National Videogame Arcade
Free, 11am
🔧 Represent
New Art Exchange
Free, 1pm
📣 An Evening with Jasper Fforde
Waterstones
£3 , 7pm
🎥 Arts & Tech Summer School:
Making Interactive Art
Broadway Cafe Bar
£25, 10am
💪 NUH Trust: Introduction
to Bike Maintenance
Nottingham Bikeworks
£5, 6pm
👪 Family Film Making
Southwell Library
Free, 1pm
🔧 Community Learning:
German for Improvers
West Bridgford Library
£40, 10am
🎭 The Gingerbread Man
Arnold Library
£3 - £6, 4.30pm

♫ I See Hawks in LA
The Maze
£12, 7.30pm
♫ The Black Delta Movement
Rough Trade
Free , 6.30pm
📣 An Evening with Andy Reid
The Southbank Bar
£10, 6pm
📣 Mahsude Snaith in
Conversation
Waterstones
£3, 6.30pm
🎥 Arts & Tech Summer School:
Making Interactive Art 2
Broadway Cafe Bar
£25, 10am
💪 NUH Trust: Introduction to
Bike Maintenance
Nottingham Bikeworks
£5, 6pm
🔧 Intensive French for Holidays
Beeston Library
£24, 1pm

♫ ArcTanGent Warmup:
Space Blood, Irk, Codices +
Mayors of Toronto
JT Soar
£5, 7pm
😂 Friday Night Comedy
The Glee Club
£8 - £21.50, 6.30pm
🔧 Verbal Imaging
New Art Exchange
Free, 10.30am
♫ WYA x RT
Open Deck Sessions
Rough Trade
Free, 7pm
🔧 Develop/Practice Your
Tagline and Pitch
MinorOak
£15, 11am
👪 Community Learning:
Unicorn Craft Workshop
West Bridgford Library
Free, 10am

🎭 The Gingerbread Man
Newark Library
£3 - £6, 10am

👪 Michief Makers
Comic Strip Workshop
Hucknall Library
Free, 10am

🎂  1st Birthday Bash
Mojo
Free (but book online), 8pm

🎭 The Gingerbread Man
The Worksop Library
£3 - £6, 10.30am

SATURDAY 11 AUG

SUNDAY 12 AUG

MONDAY 13 AUG

🎨 Textures in Watercolour
Curious? Nottingham
£70, 10am

🎲 Poker Night
The Grosvenor
£5, 8pm

🔧 Branding To Selling Workshops
Focus Gallery
£25, 10am

🔧 Mixed Media Sculpture
Workshop with Priscilla Edwards
Focus Gallery
£60, 10.30am

♫ Live Jazz
The Bell Inn
Free, 12pm

🎭 The Ghost Light Theatre Tour
Nottingham Arts Theatre
£5 - £20, 7pm

🎲 Sunday Night Music Quiz
The Lion at Basford
Free, 8.30pm

🎤 Spotlight Open Mic Night
Bunkers Hill
Free, 7pm

♫ Melodica Festival
Rough Trade
Free, 1pm

♫ Fibromyalgia Relief
Sound Bath
Earthtones Sound Therapy
£10, 10.30am

💪 Pilates
The Place Activity Centre
£8.50, 6pm

♫ Pull Up with Reggae Takeover
New Art Exchange
Free, all day

♫ Melodica Festival
JamCafé
Free, 1pm

♫ Jukai + Chamber +
xServitudex + Mourning
Rough Trade
£10, 7pm

♫ Don’t Forget Rupert
Rescue Rooms
£6.60, 6.30pm

♫ Vinyl Record Day
The Bread And Bitter
Free, all day

🔧 Show in a Week: Madagascar Jr
Nottingham Arts Theatre
£4 - £8, 10am

♫ Mystic Braves
The Bodega
£9.35, 7pm

♫ Massive Wagons
Rough Trade
£15, 3pm

📖 Creative Writing Kickstart Course
Nottingham Writers Studio
£55, 6.30pm

♫ Last Great Dreamers +
Yur Mum + Static Kill
The Old Salutation Inn
£5, 7pm

♫ Bishop Nehru
The Bodega
£15.40, 7pm

🔧 Intensive German for Holidays
Beeston Library
£24, 12pm

♫ Binns Organ Recital:
Francesca Massey
The Albert Hall
£6, 2.45pm

👪 Chattertots
Hucknall Library
Free, 10am

♫ Black Ice: ACDC Tribute Band
The Maze
£5, 8pm

🍴 Nottingham Food
and Drink Festival
Wollaton Park
£8, 10am

♫ Caribbean Carnival
Victoria Embankment
Free, 12pm

👪 Mischief Makers
Comic Strip Workshop
West Bridgford Library
Free, 10am

TUESDAY 14 AUG

WEDNESDAY 15 AUG

THURSDAY 16 AUG

♫ Notts in a Nutshell
The Maze
£3, 7.30pm

👣 Salsa Class
Bunkers Hill
£5, 7pm

♫ TNT
Tap and Tumbler
Free, 8.30pm

🎤 Open Mic Night
Pepper Rocks
Free, 8pm

🎲 The Lion Quiz
The Lion at Basford
Free, 9pm

🎥 Finding Fanon Trilogy Screening
Nottingham Contemporary
Free, 6.30pm

🎲 Boardgames and Tabletop
Games Night
Vat and Fiddle
Free, 6.15pm

🎤 Roﬂ Audio Recording
Studios Open Mic Night
JamCafé
Free, 6.45pm

📣 An Evening with Chris Read
The Poppy and Pint
£20, 7pm

🎤 Fleece Acoustic Sessions
The Golden Fleece
Free, 8.15pm

🎲 Interactive Pub Quiz!
Head of Steam
Free, 8.30pm

♫ Qujaku (JP) + JC Decaux +
The Contact High
JT Soar
Free ,7pm

🎭 Glyndebourne: Vanessa
Broadway Cinema
£13 - £15, 6.30pm

🎥 Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (1958)
Nottingham Contemporary
£5, 6.30pm

🎤 DIY Poets
The Maze
£3, 8pm

⚽ Nottingham Forest v Bury
Nottingham Forest Football Club
7.30pm

🎨 Hands on Holidays:
Nature Faces
The Harley Gallery
£2.50, 11am

🎭 Max Cancel
The National Videogame Arcade
£2.50, 6.30pm

🎭 The Gingerbread Man
Beeston Library
£3 - £6, 11am

⚽ Mansﬁeld Town v
Accrington Stanley
Mansfield Town Football Club
7.45pm

🔧 Story 3D Modelling Workshop
The National Videogame Arcade
£12, 1pm

📖 Nottingham Does Comics
Nottingham Writers Studio
£3, 7.30pm

🔧 Represent
New Art Exchange
Free, 1pm

👪 Unicorn Craft Workshop
Newark Library
Free, 1pm

🎭 In Conversation: Sweet Charity
Nottingham Playhouse
£5, 7pm

👪 Toddler Time: Smelly Louie
Newark Library
Free, 11am

♫ Skid Row
Rock City
£27.50, 6.30pm

📣 Hearthstone Fireside Gathering
The National Videogame Arcade
£3, 6.30pm
🔧 Body as Canvas
New Art Exchange
Free, 10.30pm
🎥 Elvis ‘68 Comeback Special
Savoy Cinema
£9 - £11, 8pm
🔧 Intensive French for Holidays
Beeston Library
£24, 1pm
👪 Around The World
The Worksop Library
Free, 1pm

BRINGING DOWN
THE PUBLIC HOUSE
interview: Hazel Ward
Sometimes boozy nights out end up with scraps on the
street corner, but with Much Ado About Theatre around,
you can class up your pint sinking with a bit of culture.
Artistic director Becky Clayden chatted with us about how
they combine beer and Shakespeare to make a rollicking
good night...
What does Much Ado, er... do?
We’re a touring theatre company. We go into relaxed
spaces like pubs and beer gardens and do Shakespeare,
speciﬁcally for people who think of Shakespeare is boring,
and we change their minds.
What’s it like performing in non-traditional spaces?
None of the actors see the space until they perform. About
an hour before we’re due to start, I’ll say, “Right, you’re
over here, you’re over there,” which is certainly a challenge
for me and the actors, but it keeps things fresh.
How much is the audience involved?
We tend to use the audience members as props. During
Midsummer Night’s Dream, an actor had to ﬁnd an oﬀering
for another character, so I told him to ﬁnd a menu or a pint
glass. In the ﬁnal show they all like to terrify me, so they
went oﬀ and found a child. I was in the audience as the
director thinking, “Oh god, we’re going to get sued!”
Why Shakespeare?
Shakespeare is generally thought of as something boring
people had to study, and they hated it because they didn’t
understand it. Unsurprisingly, most people have only
read Shakespeare and that’s not how it’s supposed to
be experienced, as you miss a huge amount of comedy
and double entendres. Shakespeare has been parodied
a million times, but often people don’t realise it’s
Shakespeare; like The Lion King, which is Hamlet.
What the reaction been like from audience?
Absolutely fantastic. Originally, we went into schools to
help kids with their GCSEs, but during the school break last
summer we thought, “Let’s go into beer gardens and have
a bit of fun.” We got an insane response. We try to make it
a very relaxed atmosphere; if you want to go up and grab
a drink halfway through the show, do it. You’re in a beer
garden, enjoy yourself!
What are your future plans for Much Ado?
In September I’m moving up to Manchester to start a
second branch of Much Ado, because it’s been so popular
and it can be done anywhere. I’m leaving somebody in
charge of the Nottingham branch and there are a couple of
other places I’m looking at setting up too..
So country-wide domination soon?
Absolutely! But we’ll always have a base in the Midlands.
I work with so many actors who say they’re going to go
to London to be a famous actor, and I’m like, “Why?” In
London you’re going to be a very small ﬁsh in a very big
pond. Up here, you’ve got loads of up-and-coming theatre
like Much Ado and Nonsuch, who are desperate for decent
actors. You don’t need to go to London. Stay here!

Much Ado About Theatre presents Twelfth Night
Friday 3 August – The Wheatsheaf Inn, Dry Doddington
Saturday 4 August – The Nags Head
Monday 6 August – The Trent Lock
Thursday 9 August – Canalhouse
Saturday 11 August – The White Lion, Beeston
Sunday 12 August – The Orange Tree
Thursday 16 August – Farndon Boathouse, Newark
Friday 17 August – The Three Ponds, Nuthall
Saturday 18 August – The White Lion, Beeston
Sunday 19 August – The Orange Tree
Thursday 23 August – The Victoria Hotel

All performances start at 6.30pm and cost £9.21 – £11.37.

muchadoabouttheatre.com
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What’s
What’s on? on?
Friday 17 aug

saturday 18 aug

sunday 19 aug

monday 20 aug

tuesday 21 aug

wednesday 22 aug

♫ Unplugged Showcase
Bunkers Hill
Free, 8pm

♫ Waterfront Festival 2018
Canalhouse
£5, 12pm

🎲 Poker Night
The Grosvenor
£5, 8pm

🎲 Pub Quiz
Sir John Borlase Warren
Free, 9pm

♫ The Total Stone Roses
The Toll Bar
£10, 7pm

🎨 Coal Art Workshops
YMCA International Community
Centre
Free, 10am

♫ Live Jazz
The Bell Inn
Free, 12pm

🎤 Spotlight Open
Mic Night
Bunkers Hill
Free, 8pm

🎤 Rofl Audio Recording
Studios Open Mic Night
JamCafé
Free, 6.45pm

🔧 Radically Imagining
an Archive
Nottingham Contemporary
Free, 2pm
😂 Friday Night Comedy
The Glee Club
£8 - £21.50, 6.30pm
🔧 Create Banners, Posts
and Ads in Canva
MinorOak
£15, 11am
📖 Exploring the
Ocean Worlds of our
Solar System with
Bernard Henin
Waterstones
Free, 6.30pm
🎥 Outdoor Screening:
War Horse
Rufford Abbey
Free, 6pm
♫ Hellcats Finale:
Scott Bugg & The Vital
Few + Anoa + Youth Hotel
The Bodgea
£5 - £7, 7pm

🔧 Ancient Craft: Mosaic
Making
Lakeside Arts Centre
£15 - £50, 10am
🎥 The British Abroad One
Day Course
Broadway Cinema
£10 - £14, 10.30am
🔧 Wire Wrapping with
Angela Askins
Focus Gallery
£80, 10.30am
♫ The Reverends + Luddite
Bastard + The Lost Future
The Maze
£5, 8pm
🎭 Disney’s Aladdin Jr
Nottingham Playhouse
£6 - £8, 3pm and 7pm
♫ Steven Page
Rescue Rooms
£33 - £55, 6.30pm
♫ Totally Enormous
Extinct Dinosaurs
Stealth
£5.50, 10pm

🎲 Sunday Night Music Quiz
The Lion at Basford
Free, 8.30pm
♫ Sons of Bill
Rescue Rooms
£12.10, 7pm
⚽ The Nottingham
Panthers v Fischtown
Pinguins
Motorpoint Arena
4pm
♫ “Q” A Night of Delight
The Federation Club
£6 - £8, 7.15pm
🎨 Family Craft Morning:
Collage Print-making
Debbie Bryan
£12, 10.30am
🎥 Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone
Newstead Abbey
£8 - £14, 7pm
👣 Lindy Hop Dance
Classes
St Christopher’s Church Hall
£5 - £8, 5.30pm

🎲 The Imara Pub Quiz
The Maze
£2, 7pm

🎲 Boardgames and
Tabletop Games Night
Vat and Fiddle
Free, 6.15pm

💪 Pilates
The Place Activity Centre
£8.50, 6pm

♫ Fleece Acoustic Sessions
The Golden Fleece
Free, 8.15pm

♫ Courtney Marie Andrews
Rescue Rooms
£16.50, 7.30pm

♫ Notts in a Nutshell
The Maze
£3, 7.30pm

♫ Jazz and Improv Night
with Major Ruse
Rescue Rooms
Free, 7.30pm

🎤 Open Mic Night
Pepper Rocks
Free, 7pm

🎥 Blackkklansman +
Satellite Q&A with
Spike Lee
Broadway Cafe Bar
£4.50 - £9, 6.30pm
🎥 The Graduate
Savoy Cinema
£4.85 - £6.60, 8.30pm
👣 Solo Jazz Roots and
Charleston Dance Class
St Christopher’s Church Hall
£5, 8pm
📖 Creative Writing
Kickstart Course
Nottingham Writers Studio
£55, 6.30pm

♫ The Reverend Peyton’s
Big Damn Band
The Bodega
£16.50, 7pm
📣 Carrie Hope Fletcher
Book Signing
Waterstones
£13, 12pm
📖 Productivity for Writers
with Kristina Adams
Nottingham Writers Studio
£15, 6.30pm
👪 Toddler Time:
Monkey Puzzle
Newark Library
Free, 11am

😂 NCF Comedy Night
Canalhouse
£1, 7.30pm
♫ Alex Napping +
R.Loomes + Prima Hera
JT Soar
£5, 7.30pm
🎥 Victoria
Nottingham Contemporary
£5, 6.30pm
🎤 Electronic Music
Open Mic
The Chameleon Cafe Bar
Free, 7.30pm
🎨 Hands on Holidays:
Bug Houses
The Harley Gallery
£2.50, 11am
🔧 Represent
New Art Exchange
Free, 1pm
👪 Family Learning: Worst
Witch School Badge
Making Workshop
Arnold Library
Free, 10.30am
👪 Dennis and the Chamber
of Mischief
Sherwood Library
£1, 2pm

Thursday 23 Aug

Friday 24 Aug

Saturday 25 Aug

Sunday 26 Aug

monday 27 aug

tuesday 28 aug

♫ TNT
Tap and Tumbler
Free, 8.30pm

♫ Live Music
The Grosvenor
Free, 9pm

♫ Reasons to be Cheerful
The Rose of England
Free, 8pm

♫ Unplugged Showcase
Bunkers Hill
Free, 8pm

😂 Stand Up Saturdays
The Glee Club
£16 - £26, 7pm

🎤 Spotlight Open
Mic Night
Bunkers Hill, 8pm
Free

🎲 Pub Quiz
Sir John Borlase Warren
Free, 9pm

🎲 Quiz
Kean’s Head
£1, 7pm

♫ The Killerz
The Southbank Bar:
Nottingham City
£5, 7pm

🔧 Story World
Building Workshop
The National Videogame Arcade
Free, 1pm

🎨 Coprolite Cupcakes
and Craft
Debbie Bryan
£5 - £10, 10am

♫ Eyre Llew
Nottingham Contemporary
£8, 7pm

🎲 Sunday Night
Music Quiz
The Lion at Basford
Free, 8.30pm

💪 Pilates
The Place Activity Centre
£8.50, 6pm

♫ This is The Kit
Rescue Rooms
£16.50, 7pm

😂 Friday Night Comedy
The Glee Club
£8 - £21.50, 7pm

♫ Saturday Night Jam
The Southbank Bar
Nottingham City
Free, 7pm

♫ Our Girl
Rough Trade
£10 - £20, 6.30pm

🔧 Story Games Full
Day Workshop
The National Videogame Arcade
£40, 10am

🔧 Alternative Stone
Setting with Dave Gelder
Focus Gallery
£110, 10.30am

♫ The Absolute
Stone Roses
Rescue Rooms
£11, 8pm

😂 Saturday Night Comedy
The Glee Club
£10 - £24.95, 6.30pm

🔧  Chocolate Workshop
Tilly Pots
£10, 2pm
♫ Lightning Bolt
The Bodega,
7pm
👪 Mischief Makers:
Marvellous Masks
Hucknall Library
Free, 2.30pm
🔧  Slime Workshop
Tilly Pots
£7.50, 10am
🔧  Chocolate Workshop
Tilly Pots
£10, 2pm
👪  Family Learning: The
Very Hungry Caterpillar
Bestwood Village Community
Centre
Free, 10am
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🔧 Three Ways to
Automate Your Tweets
MinorOak
£15, 11am
👪 Community Learning:
Mischief Makers
West Bridgford Library
Free
👪 Mischief Makers
Comic Strip Workshop
The Worksop Library
Free, 10am
🎥 Outdoor Film: It
Wollaton Hall and Deer Park
£15.50, 7pm

♫ Kick & Rush
Skiffle Band
The Johnson Arms
Free, 9pm
🔧 Pixelheads:
Saturday Club
The National Videogame Arcade
Free, 12.30pm
♫ Hyperjax
The Old Salutation Inn
Free, 9pm
👪 Dexterity Puzzle
Making
Green’s Windmill
£3, 11am

📣 Women’s Circle: Explore
the Sacred Feminine
Earthtones Sound Therapy
£15, 10.30am
🎭 Cocktails and Crime
National Justice Museum
£19.95, 7pm
🎨 #YardArt
The Herbert Kilpin
Free, 3pm
😆 Latrice Royale:
Here’s to Life
The Glee Club
£15 - £30, 7pm
♫ Dragster + Healthy
Junkies + Queen Mantis
The Maze
£5, 7pm
🍺 Beer Festival
Rescue Rooms
£5.50 - £7.70, 12pm
♫ Don’t Believe The Hype
+ NG83 Presents:
The Bank Holiday Jam
Rough Trade
Free, 6pm
👪 Haunted Antiques
Live Feed Special
Green’s Windmill
Free, 7pm

♫ Metz
Rescue Rooms
£14.85, 7pm
📖 Creative Writing
Kickstart Course
Nottingham Writers Studio
£55, 6.30pm

🎲 Boardgames and
Tabletop Games Night
Vat and Fiddle
Free, 6.15pm
♫ Fleece Acoustic
Sessions
The Golden Fleece
Free, 8.15pm
♫ Notts in a Nutshell
The Maze
£3, 7.30pm

👪 Chattertots
Hucknall Library
Free, 10am

🎤 Open Mic Night
Pepper Rocks
Free, 8pm

🎥  Outdoor Film: Beauty
and the Beast
Wollaton Hall and Deer Park
£15.50, 7pm

♫ Her’s
Rough Trade
£10.99, 6.30pm

🍴  The Big Bake
Newstead Abbey
1pm

👪 Mischief Makers
Comic Strip Workshop
Newark Library
Free, 10am

🎨  Watercolour
Painting Class
Strelley Hall
£25, 1.30pm

🍴  The Big Bake
Newstead Abbey
1pm

🚗 Classic Car and
Motorcycle Show
Thoresby Park
£3 - £9, 10am
❤ Free Hugs
Yer mam’s house
Nowt, all day

🎩  Gone But Not
Forgotten: The
Nottingham Black
Boy Hotel
Nottingham Industrial Museum
Free, 11am
🍷  Ginnovation:
Japanese Gins
GinSecco
Free, 6.30pm

wednesday 29 aug

thursday 30 aug

friday 31 aug

👣 Salsa Class
Bunkers Hill
£5, 7pm

♫ TNT
Tap and Tumbler
Free, 8.30pm

♫Live Music
The Grosvenor
Free, 9pm

🎲 The Lion Quiz
The Lion at Basford
Free, 9pm

🍴 Glenfiddich Takeover
Junkyard
Free, 6pm

♫ Unplugged Showcase
Bunkers Hill
Free, 8pm

🎤 Rofl Audio Recording Studios
Open Mic Night
JamCafé
Free, 6.45pm

🎲 Evening with the Cast of
Harry Potter
The Southbank Bar - Nottingham City
£20, 6.30pm

🎨 Environmentally Friendly
Buildings with Rick Gascoigne
The Harley Gallery
Free, 12pm

🌅 Guided Tour
St Anns Allotments Visitor Centre
£5, 1.30pm

🎲 Quiz Launch Night
Kean’s Head
£1, 7pm

😂 Friday Night Comedy
The Glee Club
£8 - £21.50, 6.30pm

👪 Speed Dating
Fat Cat Café Bar
£20, 7.15pm

🔧 Stop Motion Animation Workshop
The National Videogame Arcade
£4, 2pm

🎲 The Best Pub Quiz Ever
The Ned Ludd
Free, 6.30pm

🎥 Jonas Kaufmann: Under the Stars
Savoy Cinema
£4.85 - £6.60, 8pm

♫ Tour of the Valkyries Pre-Launch
Party
The Maze
£4, 7.30pm

🎤 Open Mic Night
The Maze
Free, 8pm

👪 Mini Pizza Baking
Green’s Windmill
£5, 11am

🎥 Funny Girl: 50th
Anniversary Screening
Bonington Theatre
£4.70 - £5.80, 7.30pm

🎨  Just Paint and Sip
Old Market Square
£22, 7.30pm

🎨 Crafty Natter
Newark Library
Free, 10.30am

😼  Nottingham Animal
Rights Meeting
The Peacock
Free, 8pm
🔧 Foam Clay Animals
Tilly Pots
£10, 1pm

♫ Noel Gallagher’s
High Flying Carpets
Rescue Rooms
£11, 8pm
♫ Thunderpussy
The Bodega
£8.80, 7pm
📖 Nic Higham: Living the Life That
You Are
Waterstones
Free, 6.30pm
♫ Siobhan Miller
Djanogly Theatre
£10 - £17, 7.30pm

Ongoing stuff like exhibitions and plays and that
🎨 Rana Begum: Space Light Colour
Djanogly Art Gallery
Free
Fri 20 Jul - Sun 30 Sep

🎨 Retracing Reggae Record Sleeves
New Art Exchange
Free
Wed 1 Aug - Sat 1 Sep

♫ Music for Everyone Summer School
Trent College
£95 - £125
Mon 13 Aug - Wed 15 Aug

🎨 Beth Collar, Cloaked Output Vol 2:
Spirals of Focus
Primary
Free
Wed 1 Aug - Sat 4 Aug

🎨 Akram Zaatari - The Script
New Art Exchange
Free
Wed 1 Aug - Sat 1 Sep

🎭 Summer School: Create A Play In
A Week
Djanogly Theatre
£85
Mon 13 Aug - Fri 17 Aug

💃Superhero Exhibition
National Justice Museum
Free
28 Jul onwards

🎨 Sounds Like Her
New Art Exchange
Free
Wed 1 Aug - Sat 1 Sep

🎭 The Scarlet Pimpernel
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert Hall
£12 - £25
Tue 14 Aug - Sat 18 Aug

🎨 The Artist and The Leisure Painter
Patchings Art Centre
Free
Wed 1 Aug - Sun 12 Aug

🎨 Untitled: Art on the Conditions
of Our Time
New Art Exchange
Free
Wed 1 Aug - Sat 1 Sep

🎨 From Rags to Witches: The Grim
Tale of Children’s Stories
Lakeside Arts Centre
Free
Wed 1 Aug - Sun 26 Aug

🎭 This Is Elvis
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert Hall
£17.50 - £40
Mon 6 Aug - Sat 11 Aug

🎭 The Nightmare Room
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert Hall
£12 - £25
Tue 21 Aug - Sat 25 Aug

🎭 A Touch of Danger
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert Hall
£12 - £25
Tue 7 Aug - Sat 11 Aug

🎭 The Wipers Times
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert Hall
£17 - £35.50
Tue 28 Aug - Sat 1 Sep

🔧 Filmmaking Summer School
Broadway Cinema
£250
Mon 13 Aug - Fri 17 Aug

🎪 Nottingham Mela:
(Un)Folding Time
New Art Exchange
Free
Wed 29 Aug - Sat 1 Sep

🎨  Weirderland
Nottingham Contemporary
Free
27 Jul - 31 Aug
🎨 Claire Morris-Wright: The
Hedge Project
Lakeside Arts Centre
Free
Wed 1 Aug - Sat 1 Sep
🎨 Abbas Zahedi: Live Archive
New Art Exchange
Free
Wed 1 Aug - Sat 1 Sep

🎨  Street Art Festival
Surface Gallery
Free
Sat 11 Aug - Sat 1 Sep

👪 Summer School: Art and Nature
Lakeside Arts Centre
£85
Mon 20 Aug - Fri 24 Aug

🎭 Sweet Charity
Nottingham Playhouse
£8.50 - £45
Fri 31 Aug - Sat 22 Sep

For the full rundown, visit leftlion.co.uk/listings

Scarlett Johansson and the
LGBTQ+ Controversy
words: Ash Carter

Having backtracked on an earlier statement, actress Scarlett
Johansson has opted to withdraw from Rub & Tug, a film
in which she was to play Dante “Tex” Gill, a transgender
man, following outrage from the LGBTQ+ community. While
other high-profile actors, like Jared Leto and Jeffrey Tambor,
have recently played transgender roles, there’s a sense that
Johansson has something of a target on her back following
accusations of whitewashing for the decision to cast her
in 2017’s big screen adaptation of Japanese manga series
Ghost in a Shell.
Although the outcry to cast a transgender actor comes from
a good place, I’m not entirely sure if pressuring Johansson
to quit the role is particularly beneficial. Obviously, the
issue of under-representation in cinema is both vital and
needs to be addressed. The recent debut of FX drama Pose,
which featured the largest-ever cast of transgender actors
in recurring roles on a television series, has shown that
imperative steps are being taken. But, unfortunately, cinema
and TV are two very different mediums.
TV series go through rigorous selection policies – including
the filming of a pilot – which offer far more security in
terms of popularity once it eventually hits the airwaves.
Conversely, film is a far more binary medium, where studios
can live or die on the success of a single film, and the star
power of an actor is essential to both securing funding and
guaranteeing a return at the box office.
It’s reminiscent of the outrage that surrounded the rumoured
casting of Leonardo DiCaprio as Rumi, the thirteenthcentury Persian poet in 2016, when thousands of people
signed petitions demanding a Middle Eastern actor be cast
in his place. The sentiment was admirable, but the release
of the remarkable film Embrace of the Serpent – which
featured a relatively unknown non-white actor in the lead
role – the same year made less than £45,000 at the UK box
office. Granted, it didn’t get an enormous release, but the
biggest difference people can make in fixing the problem of
underrepresentation in cinema is to actually pay money and
buy cinema tickets.
It’s unfortunate that there are arguably no transgender
actors that have the box-office pull of Scarlett Johansson,
and I am aware that this is part of the problem, but casting
a less well-known actor will probably see the film have
a smaller release, and subsequently a smaller box office
return. In a perfect world, this wouldn’t be the case; but we
don’t live in a perfect world, and the film industry is about
as imperfect a world as you could ever imagine. I might be
wrong, but I sincerely doubt that her performance would
have been a stereotypical parody; the days of Mickey
Rooney putting in bucked teeth and doing a goofy Japanese
impression in Breakfast at Tiffany’s are long behind us.
But addressing the problem of under-representation is a
process that will take time, and I’m not sure if broadsiding
the production of a film that would have told the story of a
transgender person to a wide audience has helped expedite
that process at all.
Ash Carter is LeftLion’s Screen Editor. Want to get signed up to our Film
Writers list? Email Ash on the address below.
ash.carter@leftlion.co.uk
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