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editorial
Yo, Notts!
I'm Tom Quigley, a Notts
photographer, skateboarder and
publisher of indie skate mag, Varial
Magazine. I’m stoked to have lent a
hand to the 'Lion crew this month, to
share my passion for skateboarding
alongside a handful of our many
creative and talented skateboarders.
This issue, we’re demonstrating why
Nottingham's skate scene is one of
the best in the country and a real
asset to our city.
Skateboarding. You mean those kids
hanging around at Sneinton Market
all the time?
Well, most of us aren't kids anymore, and our old skate spots like Broadmarsh
Banks and the Old Market Square are long gone. Yet we're still here
and skating as much as we were in the seventies, eighties and nineties.
Skateboarding doesn’t have an age limit, and there’s an unbiased inclusivity
that comes from that.
If you wander through Sneinton Market, or “HQ”, on a summer evening – or
even an autumn one; we're resilient – you'll witness a community of people,
of all ages and professions, hanging out together and constantly pushing each
other to better themselves. All because of a piece of wood and four wheels.
Kids still in school, teenagers, young working professionals, forty-something
parents... how often do you see such a mix of ages and backgrounds come
together for a shared passion? Get it straight from those involved by reading
our chat with a few Nottingham locals in our Clearing the Gap feature on
page 23.

#LookUpDuck

Vicky rolls back in time with the wind.
photo: Sophie Straw

There's a great deal to be proud of in Nottingham skateboarding: whether it's
our unrivalled history in the UK scene; our world-class parks and spots like
Clifton Skatepark and Sneinton Market; or our ever-growing population of
creatives doing things because of the culture that inspired them. We've got an
extended Art Works feature in this issue, to show oﬀ some of the talented folk
from the Notts skate scene, including a collage artist, photographers, and our
own local ﬁlmmakers. Check it out on pages 26 and 27.
You'll ﬁnd further visual treats from more skater-creators dotted throughout
this issue, including a stunning History-of-Notts-Skate-Spots poster, illustrated
by Brad Garner, for our centre spread. See which places you recognise and
gerrit on yer wall. And for a more in-depth look into our city's skate history
and the use of our shared public space, delve into the Radical Movement piece
on page 15, by Notts skating veteran, Skate Nottingham co-captain, and this
month’s featured contributor, Chris Lawton.
Keep a look-out for words on the rise of female skateboarding, as well as the
legendary hangouts Non Stop and Forty Two, and why the hallowed skate
shop is the glue that holds a city's scene together. You can even ﬁnd out what
a day in the life of a skate instructor is like.
It always blows my mind how many amazing things can happen under the
radar in this city. I guess skateboarding keeps itself in its own little bubble
sometimes, which is one of the reasons it feels so special to be involved. This
feeling is somewhat reﬂected in this month’s cover shot of Andrew Holt at our
old DIY skatepark; hidden away from the public, quietly building something
important. But when Flo Skatepark is selected to host UK skateboarders for
the Vans Shop Riot contest; skaters from Nottingham are recognised around
the world in contests and video edits; and local skater-artists go on to be
exhibited around the world, it feels like a missed opportunity not to share
these proud moments with the rest of Nottingham.

#LeftEyeOn

Skate Nottingham photography ﬂowers.
photo: Charleigh Evison

If you've ever considered stepping foot on a skateboard, or even if you
haven't, go ask someone down at Sneinton Market if you can give it a try. It’ll
open up your world entirely.
As we go to print with this issue, we've been hit with the news that Flo
Skatepark's future is uncertain, as it so often has been in its short time here in
Notts. Let's hope there's something we can do as a community to support the
park and save it from closing indeﬁnitely. LeftLion’s got an eye out for news
on this as it develops, so keep checking in to the website for updates.
Big-ups to this rag for celebrating ﬁfteen years this year, with over 100 issues
and counting. When I was a college kid trying to ﬁgure out photography in
the early 2000s, LeftLion was one of the ﬁrst websites that published my
stuﬀ. I’m stoked to still be contributing what I can here in 2018; this mag, like
skateboarding, is another massive thing to be proud of in the city.

#LocalBobtech
/leftlion

Tom Quigley, Guest Editor
tomquigley.co.uk
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The culture’s dead. Long live the culture!
photo: Dan Wheeler

Want to get featured? Send your high-res photos and social
media links to editorial@leftlion.co.uk
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The latest news from our foul-mouthed waterfowl,
plus Overheard in Notts
We’ve been down Snenno Market taking
snaps and writing poetry for you lot
Take a glimpse into what life’s like for someone
who teaches kids to glide proper
How Non-Stop and Forty Two have acted as hubs
for the local people on wheels
Age ain’t nowt but a number, and the Nottingham
boggers on deck explain why
A history of Notts skate spots, past and present,
as told by this issue’s Guest Editor
They’re a creative bunch: on the street, in the studio,
and behind a camera
Our Editor-in-Chief took our Lord of Milan ﬁlm to
China and wrote some words about it
Mallet-wielding Omied Hallam don’t mess about
when it comes to tactical ball-play

featured contributor
Chris Lawton
Senior Lecturer in
Economics at Nottingham
Trent University and a
lifelong skateboarder, Chris
Lawton co-founded Skate
Nottingham CIC to try to put
skateboarding at the heart
of more inclusive social,
cultural and educational
development in the grand
old former industrial city
of Nottingham. He’s the
regular feature writer for
Caught in the Crossﬁre; a
long-running website on
skateboarding, music, punk, rap and politics and recently
spoke about Nottingham’s progress at Pushing Boarders,
the world’s ﬁrst international conference on skateboarding
co-hosted by the Bartlett School of Architecture (University
College London) and the London House of Vans.

Do or Die Poets and Speech Therapy donny
Miggy Angel says London is burning
Kids band Johnny and the Raindrops celebrate
ten years of little-ﬁsh antics
Pete Chilvers is the man behind the hip hop,
and he’s back with a new album
We clock The Haunted Guy, Sven Gunderssen,
Hollywood and Vandal Savage
We munched out at Sushimania, Dolcino
and Mowgli. Here are the tales to be told

Trailer Park Boys give us some unwise words
ahead of their appearance in Notts
Some of the best events happening in the city
over the month of September
Still-very-good events happening in the city
over the month of September
Sojo Animation takes our comic collab oﬀ the
rails in the most delightful way

thanks to all our members
Adam Chippendale, Alex Dick, Alison Evans, Amanda Simons,
Andrew Cooper, Andy Kitt, Barb Raynor, Barbara Morgan, Baz
Byﬁeld, Bryn Attewell, Carol Williams, Chris George, Chris
Middleton, Chris Rodgers, Chris Sloandog Sloan, Christopher
Chant, Craig Durbin, CTRL Entertainment, David Cooper, David
Knight, Dom Henry, Duncan McKenna, Elizabeth Watkins, Emma
Bowden, Frances and Garry Bryan, Geoﬀ C, Helen Stirland
from the Kilpin, Ian Brewster, Ian Chaplin (a good egg), James
Cooper, Jayne Tinsley, Jeremy Gibbard, Jerome Robinson, Jim
from Lee & Fletcher Coﬀee, John Dabell, John Shaw, Jonathan
Woodcock, Joshua Sayers, Julian Bower, Kaye Brennan, Liam
Clark, Livi and Jacob Nieri, Manon de Moor, Mark D, Mark
Durkin, Matthew Riches, Justin Clark, Mum/Kay, Nicola Greer,
Nicola Williams, Nigel Cooke, Nigel Tamplin, Paul Argyle,
Paul Jarman, Paul Spicer, Peteandreet, Philip Radnell, Qanon
TheGreatAwakenening, Rachel Hancorn, Ray Sharpe, Richard
Goodwin, Ron Mure, Ruth McIntosh, Simon Blackham, Stephen
Legg, Stuart Wilson, The Smiths, The Team at Toast Nottingham,
Toni Price, Tormund Giantsbane, UK Young Artists, Zoë Cooper
If you’d like your name printing in every issue, plus loads of other
LeftLion gifts and perks then hit up leftlion.co.uk/subscribe

Read Chris’ words on pages 15 and 16 of this rag.
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AYUP
DUCK

“What’s been gooin’ off?”

illustrations: Rikki Marr

SUTTON BON FIRE

The coppers shut the A6006 for two bleddy
days after that massive ﬁre in Sutton Bonno. The
smoke was so bad that the poor boggers nearby
had to shut their windders and some were even
evacuated. Apparently it was an industrial estate
what caught. Made everyone in Clifton think the
apocalypse were kicking right oﬀ.

LEE FROM THE ELEMENTZ NEEDS HELP

ONE LARGE MCNOTTIN’UM PLEASE

Producer, sound engineer, DJ, father, partner and local
legend Lee White, of The Elementz Studios, has been
diagnosed with stage three classical Hodgkin lymphoma, and
needs an integrative treatment plan of chemotherapy with
immunotherapy drugs. Lee’s been donning the Nottingham
music scene for years, has helped loads of local heads put out
some bloody top noises, and is one proper gent. Let’s pull
together to get him sorted, and quick.
Lee’s partner Nadia Higgins has put together a GoFundMe
campaign to raise £148,600, to cover self-employed Lee’s
ﬁnances and the £140k price-tag of revolutionary treatment
over in Germany, which will give him an 85% chance of
survival past the ﬁve-year rate with a low likelihood of
recurrence. The amount might seem like a lot, but the
campaign managed to raise over forty grand in about a week.
It’s well doable, so let’s get cracking, ducks.
gofundme.com/help-us-save-lee-from-cancer

words: Adrian Reynolds
illustration: Corrina Rothwell
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Me eyes near popped out me bonce when I saw the
signs for a new Maccy D-evelopment at Vic Centre.
We’ve already got loads; all about ten metres down
the chuﬀin’ road. We’re all gonner end up with nuggets
for eyeballs at this rate. Bob oﬀ Ronald. You can tek yer
chips, and shove ‘em up yer...

GOO ON THEN PENNEH

Last month, LeftLion’s owd Community Editor
Penny Reeve boxed one jebclart in the ribs after
the dotty bleeder grabbed her by the Talula while
she was out dancing in town. Our Penny went ham
and, after chatting to the Beeb, stirred up a right
media storm. Well done Queen Reeve. It’s about
time someone shut it down.

City Stylin’
words: Emily Thursﬁeld
photos: Georgianna Scurﬁeld
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“I feel like the way you dress sort of reﬂects how you feel emotionally on that day. I
know some days I wake up and I’m like ‘Yeah, I’m gonna wear bright yellow trousers
and my blue socks. I wanna be like a rainbow.’ Other days I’m like ‘Actually, I don’t
wanna stand out today. I’m gonna dress all in black so I blend in.’
I love the feeling skateboarding gives me. I can’t do a kickﬂip yet, but I know the
day that I land it, it’s gonna be the best feeling I’ve ever had. When you put so much
eﬀort in, and because it’s quite dangerous, it’s really fulﬁlling.
My life mantra? It’s not my own, but I got it from this woman on Instagram. Her life
mantra is ‘Peace, love and nonsense.’ I quite like that.”
Raegan Peck, Advocate for Universe
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Nottingham’s most opinionated grocers on...
Holidays
We’re oﬀ for our annual holiday in paradise; the The Swan Hotel in Southwold, Suﬀolk.
We’re planning on short walks, ﬁsh, chips and lots of beer. We’d like to stay for a week, but
unfortunately there’s only so much you can aﬀord on a greengrocer’s wage.
“With skater clothing, anything goes really. It’s just whatever you want to wear. I
don’t think skaters really think ‘Oh, this will look cool skating.’ They just think ‘This is
what I like.’
I’ve been skating for ten years. My dad used to skate years ago, so I had an old
board. He used to take me skating when I was really young. He skated back in the
eighties and stuﬀ. Late eighties, I think.
To be fair, I’ve been really lucky. I’ve been to the two places that I really wanted to go
to skate. There was Venice Beach in America. I f**king love it there. And Barcelona.
They’re the two hotspots I think are pretty cool.”

Raleigh HQ is the UK’s 400,000th listed building
We bought our ﬁrst bikes, Raleigh Wayfarers, from there in the seventies. They should open
the place to the public. It’d be nice to see them building bikes there too. They used to make
millions of them.
Aretha Franklin
She was a legend and she had an amazing voice. It’s not really a big shock as we’ve seen a lot
of pop stars die in the last few years like David Bowie, George Michael, Prince and that actor
who was in Die Hard and the Harry Potter movies. What was his name again? Rick Wakeman?

Elliot Maynard, Retail Worker
leftlion.co.uk/issue105
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An Animal Audience
Imagine being so inventive as to decide
that when the waves are flat,
and there are no whales to watch you surf on their ceiling
that you find some city, add wheels instead
and skateboard across the dinner plates of pigeons.

Snap Notts #5
Location: Sneinton Market
Poem: Georgina Wilding
Photos: Tom Quigley
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Metronome is a new, national centre for music, moving image, videogames,
live performance, spoken word and opens this October in Nottingham.

Friday 19 October
Arun Ghosh

Tuesday 23 october
GameCityNights

Wednesday 24 October
BCUC

Friday 26 October
International Teachers of Pop

Wednesday 31 October
The Seshen

Monday 5 November
Acid Mothers Temple

FRIDAY 9 November
The Breath

Wednesday 5 December
Luke Wright

Saturday 8 December
Rhymes Against Humanity

For more information and to
buy tickets visit: metronome.uk.com

illustration: Alex McDougall

I remember going out onto my street and learning how to do it all on my own.
It’s a struggle for everyone, really. Skateboarding’s hard, let’s face it.
When Jol from Flo Skatepark approached me and said he needed some
skateboard instructors, I was like “Okay, I’ll give it a shot.” It was a good
opportunity to take a step forward into something diﬀerent, and to help people.
It was the ﬁrst time I’d really done anything like it, but it was good getting
started; even just teaching kids to pop up their board and catch it, or getting
them pushing it around. They’d leave the skatepark after an hour with big smiles
on their faces like: “Yeah, this is super cool, like.” They always come back, and
some of them are even tutors now.
Take Little Eddie, for example; we taught him a few things and that was it, he
was oﬀ on his own way. You’d teach him one or two little things to help his style
or make it more fun for him, and he would just invent it as he went along. He
didn’t even know the names of the tricks, he’d just do them.
I ﬁnd it so rewarding. You get to know the kids, and they learn to have that little
bit of faith in you. They understand that you know what you’re doing. They’ll
watch me skate and say “That was amazing! How did you do that?” So you teach
them, and it gives them that opportunity to try. It gives me reason to get out of
bed, go out, and do what I love doing: skateboarding.
A big thing about being an instructor is supporting people as much as you
can. Give them all the advice that you’ve got, and then stand there like “Come
on, you’ve got this. I know you’ve got this. I believe in you, even if so-and-so’s
laughing.” As it happens, you do get other kids saying “Ahh, they’re not very
good.” But you have to turn around and say “What have I taught you? It’s not
about ability, it’s about having fun.” It’s the ﬁrst thing I’ll actually teach people,
before even standing on the skateboard. I’ll say “Don’t get upset about ability,
because it’s just not worth it. Don’t worry if your friends are getting good quickly
and you’re learning a little bit slowly.” Everyone learns at their own pace, that’s
it. You’ve just got to accept that and have fun.

Sometimes kids don’t understand the commitment of skateboarding. It’s
important to listen. Sometimes you have to say “Come on, this is quite
important. It’s for your safety at the end of the day” and they still shrug. There’s
only so much you can do, really.

Everyone learns at their own pace, that’s
it. You’ve just got to accept that and have fun.
Another challenge is having to hold their hands. It gets to a point where you
know they can drop in, even on the big ramps, and they can ride along the
skateboard comfortably without falling. But when it actually comes to trying
something new, they rely on you to be there to catch them. It’s not as easy as
that. I can’t just predict how someone’s going to fall, or how to catch them. You
need to kind of show a level of: “No, I think you can do this without me.” At the
end of the day, it’s you and your skateboard, it’s not a teamwork thing. But that’s
the beautiful thing about skateboarding: it’s for you.
I’ve been skateboarding for nearly ﬁfteen years now, and been an instructor for
almost seven. I’ve been in love with it since day one, and I’m going to be doing it
for the foreseeable future. If I can put my previous experience into other people,
that’s a great feeling. I guess it’s the same as teaching people how to play an
instrument, or how to play football; people who’ve been doing something for
years passing on their wisdom. Skateboarding is all about people’s personal
preferences, and people having their own styles, so there are loads of diﬀerent
things to learn.
The Nottingham skate scene is amazing. It’s just so diverse in terms of age
ranges, sexes, races, and the rest. It doesn’t matter, we’re all there to do the
same thing. I think Nottingham has this really special thing, where people are
just accepting.

leftlion.co.uk/issue105
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25th year

of comedy in
Nottingham
Saturday October 6th 2018
J u s t t h e T o n i c ’ s G o t Ta l e n t

Lost Voice Guy
The winner, the runner up, a finalist and a semi finalist
from 2018 Birtain’s Got Talent

SATURDAY October 13th 2018

Matt
Richardson

PLUS Robert Harris, Micky P Kerrand Nick Page

e a r ly s h o w 5 p m / L at e s h o w 8 . 3 0 p m

Plus Scott Bennett
Other acts tbc

Sunday October 7th 2018

Saturday October 20th 2018

Just the Tonic Special

Milton Jones
Plus Tom Wriggesworth, Ivo Graham
and Jarred Christmas

Reginald D Hunter
Tom
Stade
Plus Larry Dean
Compere TBC

comedy every Saturday… coming up Nina Conti, Paul Sinha, Daliso Chaponda, Guz Khan, Stephen K Amos

For all tickets and info www.justthetonic.com

A NEW FRIDAY NIGHT
COMEDY NIGHT IN THE
UPSTAIRS ROOM IN BUNKERS
HILL (NEXT TO THE ARENA)
Smaller gig, up close, more
experimental, more laughs

Starts 5th October headlined
by BRENDON BURNS
FOR ALL LISTINGS SEE WWW.COVERTCOMEDY.CO.UK

words: Chris Lawton
photo: Simon Bernacki

Nottingham is one of the original homes of UK skateboarding with a large skate community that helps feed the city’s art,
music and fashion scenes with a DIY sensibility. Skate Nottingham are a not-for-profit community organisation dedicated
to changing perceptions of skateboarding and raising its profile as a positive, healthy culture and community that can help
the city we love become more active and inclusive.
Skateboarding has been a big deal in Nottingham for more than fifty years. From the
Malibu Dog Bowl in Lenton Abbey in the seventies, to the Hyson Green Bowls in
the eighties, to Broadmarsh Banks and Old Market Square in the nineties, and
Sneinton Market today, Nottingham has featured heavily in international skate
magazines and videos.
Several generations of Nottingham and Nottinghamshire skateboarders have jumped
on planes and turned heads worldwide, including Worksop’s Carl Shipman – who had
his name on a board with Jason “My Name is Earl” Lee’s company – Mark Baines, Alan
Rushbrooke, Pete Hellicar, Will Golding and now Alex Hallford, who this summer won first
place at Bowlmasters in Brixlegg, Austria.
Yet when the 2017 opening jam for Nottingham’s small skate facility at King Edward
Park was featured on East Midlands Today, it was relegated to the whimsical “and now
for something different” spot. This is fine and predictable, but seems rather silly now
we’re seeing skateboarding joining the 2020 Olympics. Plus, it’s one of only six sports
worldwide for which Nike produce equipment, has sufficient mainstream appeal for Louis
Vuitton to collaborate with New York skate brand Supreme, and is a huge reason why
Vans shoes rake in more than $2 billion annually. Niche it is not, but potentially radical it
still is.
Nottingham is one of the few big UK cities to keep a Blair-era by-law banning
skateboarding on the books. Although it’s now rarely enforced, its “No Skateboarding”
message remains on signs around public spaces like Sneinton Market. In contrast, Hull
is at an advanced stage in its mission to become the UK’s first “skate-friendly city.”
There’ve been several years of close dialogue with its skate community on how they can
help revitalise disadvantaged and underutilised areas, resulting in the newly opened
skateable plaza in front of a multi-purpose cultural centre, to acclaim from local press and
skateboard media.
Nottingham, as the youngest large UK city according to the Office for National Statistics,
may not be in the realm of nearby Kettering, whose public space protection order not
only bans skateboarding, but prevents under-eighteens from going out alone at certain
times. However, our city could do much more to learn from the practice of Melbourne,

Helsinki, Copenhagen, Berlin and Malmö; highly liveable cities that work collaboratively
with their skate communities. The brittle attempts to design and manage-out youth and
youthfulness from urban centres, as depressingly illustrated by Kettering, are described
by Cambridge criminologist Elizabeth Burney as “punitive populism”, which aims to
exploit voters’ “fear of youth.” In this, skateboarding can be a victim of its own success.
It’s uniquely good at engaging hard-to-reach young people disinterested by mainstream
sports; the sweet, nerdy, creative kids last to be picked for the team, and those from
disadvantaged backgrounds who lack the means to join tennis or cricket clubs.

Nottingham has a number of systemic
challenges that skateboarding can help solve
Nottingham has a number of systemic challenges that skateboarding can help solve. It
has low progression rates from local schools to higher education, high health inequalities,
low social mobility rates, and the lowest proportion of university students who stay after
graduating. Several of Skate Nottingham’s team, including myself, came to Nottingham
to study and then stayed; to start families and businesses, pursue professions, start
bands and invest in our futures, but mainly because we’d been welcomed within the
city’s skate scene.
A growing body of academic research shows that skateboarding raises aspirations,
teaches resilience and perseverance, encourages global travel, provides a collective
safety-net and sense of identity, and builds social capital as well as pride of place.
Remember the petition to save the London Southbank Undercroft space? Skaters
achieved the largest number of objections in UK planning history to protect it.
Skateboarding links to a wider culture that engages young people in the visual and
digital arts, including film, photography and design, as well as fashion and architecture.
It’s pursued throughout our active lives, like some kind of gosh-darned martial art.
Despite its reputation as a “youth culture”, an evening at Sneinton Market will reveal an
intergenerational community including forty-plus dudes, and females of all ages.

In an age of online echo chambers, the physical community that grows from skateboarding is
incredibly, desperately valuable. Like any valuable thing, it is delicate. Professor Ocean Howell –
former pro skater and historian at the University of Oregon – observes how skate scenes increase a
city’s cultural capital, and therefore property values, and tend to disperse less politically desirable
users of public spaces; particularly the homeless and street drinkers. When describing how the City
of Philadelphia responded to skateboarding in Love Park in the nineties and early 2000s, Howell
mapped out a timeline that saw skaters being marginalised and criminalised while simultaneously
being co-opted to increase an area’s value as bohemian, urban and edgy.
At the crux is the question of who has the right to use and cause wear-and-tear to the city. Millions
are spent sandblasting buildings stained by vehicle emissions, and thousands are spent cleaning
up after football matches and big nights out. Even bicycles – clean, healthy forms of transport
and recreation – scratch the bike racks and street furniture they rest against. Although skateboard
marks left on street furniture are usually slight and incremental, skaters see “skate stoppers” ﬁxed
onto ledges and benches; unsightly metal brackets, spikes or ﬁxings that form a network of socalled “hostile architecture” that also prevent homeless people from sleeping on them.
In the bigger picture, shifting perceptions on skateboarding can help reverse the erosion of public
space. On this, Ocean Howell said in a recent interview for Free Magazine that “skateboarders
really are in the position to make cities more egalitarian places.” Recent developments like those
in Hull seem to push back against a tendency to design cities just for shoppers, oﬀice workers and
people spending their money in bars and restaurants. It’s for everyone. With an accelerating crisis
in the UK high street and the increasing atomisation of UK employment, new ways of thinking
about the city are all the more urgent.
Malmö in Southern Sweden, though cold and frequently wet, has wrestled skateboarding’s axis
away from sunny California. Malmö is almost identical in size to Nottingham with a very similar
story of de-industrialisation. But along with building a bridge to Copenhagen, its regeneration
has been in no small part driven by its skateboarders and oﬀers a powerful example of new ways
of thinking about who cities are for and, in the words of Malmö City Council’s Skate Programme
Coordinator, Gustav Edén, it demonstrates that skaters “are actually partners worth investing in.”
They built a ramp in a disused school, established one of Europe’s largest indoor parks in an old
brewery – as well as an internationally-acclaimed secondary school within that park – and hosted
Quicksilver’s Bowlriders championship. They then took it on independently, in partnership with their
City Council, after Quicksilver withdrew after the 2007 ﬁnancial crash.

photo: Simon Bernacki
photo: Tom Quigley

Skateboarding raises aspirations, teaches resilience
and perseverance, encourages global travel, provides
a collective safety-net and sense of identity, and builds
social capital as well as pride of place.
Skaters now travel to Malmö from all over the world. The enormous skatepark built for Bowlriders
in Stappelbädsparken became the centre of the old harbour regeneration zone, and the skaters
work with their council to activate under-utilised parts of the city, which still suﬀers from relative
social disadvantage compared to elsewhere in Sweden. Deliberately skateable street furniture
gently encourages skaters to utilise areas that have wider social beneﬁts, while drawing them away
from areas where skating is more problematic.
Nottingham skateboarders started visiting Malmö a few years ago. We were struck by how all kinds
of people actively use the city; running, cycling, playing basketball, skateboarding and socialising,
with space intelligently designed to encourage interactions between diﬀerent groups. Few areas
were just basketball courts or skateparks, and rather than being consigned to the outskirts,
activity takes place among it, celebrating the city as an engine for leisure and living as well as
work and commerce.
We were also struck by how much of a role the skaters played in social and community
development; they’re leading the way in enabling more females to be active in the city, addressing
the social pressures that dissuade young girls from traditional sports and exercise in their teens.
Plus, the interests of young skaters in ﬁlm, photography, design and architecture are unlocked
through programmes of formal and informal education, and a rich ecosystem of social enterprises,
charities, companies and fashion brands thrive; all in a city no bigger than Nottingham.
So, rather than travel every summer, we aimed to apply these lessons to the city we love. Working
closely with Nottingham City Council, we designed and activated a small, community-led
skate facility in Sneinton’s King Edward Park, for which we won the East Midlands Celebrating
Construction’s Value Award in 2017.
In just one month, we introduced 51 people to skateboarding of all ages, more than half of
which were female. We also ran a coach development programme, to equip young skaters with
qualiﬁcations and skills to volunteer and undertake paid work teaching skateboarding, giving them
the foundation to pursue “good jobs” in wider youth and sport development.
As skateboarding is far from just a sport, we work to extend its beneﬁts to Nottingham’s cultural
realms by running a free skate photography workshop for local young people and adults with
The Photo Parlour, Nottingham’s community studio and darkroom. We’re also hosting regular
community skate ﬁlm nights and will be delivering the UK’s ﬁrst international skate ﬁlm festival
this autumn.

photo: Tom Quigley

With our National Lottery funding, we’ll be delivering more free skate sessions for women and girls
and for older males, improving their physical health and wellbeing. Most recently, we raised ﬁnance
to support three local skaters from diverse backgrounds to represent Nottingham at the innovative
Skate Malmö Street 2018 event, where skaters from all over the world compete and help revitalise
parts of the city at the same time. This funding campaign was kindly supported by Malmö’s
skatepark and school, Bryggeriet, building links between the two cities.
Skateboarding has been in Nottingham for half a century. It’s not going away. It’s social, not antisocial. It’s cultural and counter-cultural. It activates unloved, under-utilised parts of the city and
engages people of all ages in physical activity and a supportive community.
Skaters deeply love their city – particularly the incidental, underappreciated areas – with a passion
that can be harnessed to all sorts of positive ends. Let’s demonstrate that skateboarding can be a
good partner to the city. It’s rad, and it’s happening down Snenno, in skateparks, and on some kid’s
driveway right now.
skatenottingham.co.uk
photo: Michael McHugh
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Skateboarding holds all kinds of stereotypes, but most people
associate the sport with a group of lads utilising any block of
concrete they can find as assets to their impressive activities. There’s
a gender association that comes with skateboarding that needs
correcting.
“I don't like getting called a skater girl, and I don't
like having Avril Lavigne’s song shouted at me by
some random dude hanging out of the pub,” says
local skater Charleigh Evison. “I really hate the
perviness. I'm not here to pick up man, I'm here
to skateboard.”
Girls skate too, and have been shredding the
streets for decades. Patti McGee was showing the
world her mad skills on the cover of Life Magazine
back in 1965, and went on to be the first woman
to go pro. Peggy Oki, Cara-Beth Burnside, Elissa
Steamer and Lucy Adam are just a few of the big
names that paved the way for the acceptance of
women in the skateboarding world. Acceptance
on a professional level is one thing, but for the
everyday street-skating girl, proving your worth
is tough.
It’s no coincidence that you’ve seen an influx of
female skaters around Notts. Yes, skateboarders
thrive in the sunshine, but it’s not just the weather
that’s made these girls get on their boards. Skate
Nottingham and some of the wonderful women
in the city have been working their wheels off to
make sure that women of all ages, shapes and
sizes feel confident and comfortable giving it a go.
“One of the ways we felt we could make an
impact on Nottingham through skateboarding
is through gender diversity. We want
skateboarding to be as good as it can be,” says

Chris Lawton from Skate Nottingham. “We’re
collectively frustrated about the wider social
issues of generational divides, the gender pay
gap, and issues around active girlhood, including
the idea that young girls aren’t encouraged to
take risks, or to be active in the same way young
boys are. All of this we thought we could address
through the medium of this skate project, and
gender diversity has to be absolutely central
to that.”
Charleigh Evison and Claire Dunn have been on
the Nottingham skate scene for years. Claire, 32,
now skates with her husband and son. She first
stepped on a board back when she was just a kid.
“I got my first Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle fishtail
deck when I was about six, in the nineties, and
that was sick,” says Claire. “I probably got into
skateboarding properly in the early 2000s, when I
was in my teens and all the lads were doing it.
I was into punk and rock, and everyone hung out
in the square. All the lads had skateboards and
I was like ‘Oh, I can do this, why’s there no girls
doing this?’”
The misconception that “girls can’t skate” was
reinstated in the popular skateboard magazine,
Thrasher, in 2013, when Nyjah Houston was
quoted saying: “Some girls can skate, but I
personally believe that skateboarding is not for
girls at all. Not one bit.”

I’m not here to pick up man,
I’m here to skateboard
The growth of the female skateboarding
community in Nottingham has had a huge
impact. Two of our own are even going to
Palestine in October, to act as skateboarding
coaches on the occupied West Bank.
Charleigh and her good friend Raegan Peck
are raising money to go to the deprived
area and help give the joy and freedom of
skateboarding to kids who’re caught up
in conflict.
Charleigh, 24, started skateboarding when
she was thirteen years old, after spending
a lot of time BMXing: “It’s really hard and
there’s a lot of pressure, because the minute
you’re heading down the street you get ‘Do a
kickflip, do a kickflip’ or ‘Girls shouldn’t ride
skateboards.’ I used to get it from my dad
when I was younger. He said girls shouldn’t
be riding skateboards and BMXs, and told
me to go play with my dolls and horses.’”
Nineteen-year-old Isabelle Rees only hopped
on a board a year ago but already describes
skateboarding as a part of who she is. “What
would I do without my skateboard?” she says.
“What makes me any less capable than a
dude? My advice to other girls is to do it. If
you don’t like it, you gave it a go. Never think
about what-ifs, just do it.”
Overcoming the pressures of parents and
gender stereotypes is huge, and having the
courage to drop into a bowl when all the
lads are doing hardcore stunts can be
somewhat intimidating, especially when you
have the added pressure of proving that girls
can skate.

“I’ve heard people say, ‘Girls skate because
they think it looks cool, and they’re gonna
get themselves a skater boyfriend.’ No,
I skate because I want to skate. I skate
because I like skating,” says Isabelle Rees.
Skate Nottingham, and these wonderful
ladies, have put their heart into making a
change, and it’s paying off. The monthly
ladies night at Flo Skatepark has seen
an influx of girls, both young and old,
getting involved.
“We started the women-only session, and
that for me was the start of something
massive,” says Claire Dunn. “We had all
these young girls and women coming along
and just enjoying it, and the atmosphere
was different. There was no pressure,
nobody watching you. There were mums
dropping their kids off and I was like ‘Come
get involved!’ They’ve been coming to the
skatepark ever since.”
Liz Evans, 48, is one of the mums. She took
her two girls down to the women and girls’
sessions at Flo, and found herself being
encouraged by Claire to give it a go.
“I started last year,” says Liz. “I didn’t plan on
it, but Claire encouraged me. I enjoy extreme
sports, but this is the scariest thing I’ve ever
done, and I’ve never looked back. As an
older skater, it’s even worse challenging the
prejudice, but there’s strength in numbers
and the skater-women tribe in Notts
is growing.”

At the time of print, Flo Skatepark is closed until further notice and the future of the park is
uncertain. Keep an eye on the LeftLion website for updates.
leftlion.co.uk/issue105
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The city received a bullet to the chest when the legendary Non-Stop Sports closed its physical doors. It wasn’t just a place to buy
a deck, but somewhere people gathered to share their love of skateboarding. Four years before shop was shut, Forty Two Skate
Shop opened its doors on Victoria Street, and still remains as a vital hub today. We take a look back at Non-Stop, as well as a
look forward to the community of Forty Two, and why shops like these are so important to Nottingham’s skate scene...
Any sort of scene needs a hub; a place to meet, greet, chat shit and get weird at. Better yet, a
collection of hubs to thrive and survive. Look at all the rad stuﬀ that fell out of CBGB, or The
Fillmore, or Studio 54. Closer to home, look at what constantly falls out of Forever Records,
Stuck on a Name and JT Soar for living, breathing, and totally vital proof of just how important
a central place of communion is for any gaggle of folks.

so stoned on the roof that we almost couldn’t climb back down; and when perpetual shop
whipping boy Ant actually couldn’t make it and we locked him out there, all night; or hiding
from the coppers in the changing room, three of us balanced precariously on the one tiny,
rickety stool so that only one pair of feet would be visible beneath the curtain. It was the best
two weeks of my school life by a country mile.

Skateboarding is no diﬀerent, and Nottingham’s always had a healthy, kicking-against-thepricks skate scene, sometimes beyond all odds or rights. Especially in the dark ages – before
Tony Hawk’s skateboarding game blew it up into the mainstream’s mass-consciousness –
back when you were more likely to get decked out the back of Broady for being out and about
on your board.

Any scene needs a nucleus. Non-Stop, and now Forty Two, do so much more than provide the
tools for the scene to prosper. They provide a place, the support, the know-how, the chanceencounters, and a million other, harder-to-pigeonhole, less-tangible things to boot.

This is in no small part due to the constant presence of a couple of totally righteous,
independent, skater-owned shops; certainly for the twenty years I’ve been trundling around
the city on my stupid wooden toy, anyway. These shops have done so much more than merely
supply the scene with the hard and soft goods it requires. They keep everything upright.

These shops have done so much more than
merely supply the scene with the hard and soft goods
it requires. They keep everything upright.
I’m talking speciﬁcally about Non-Stop Sports (St. James’s Street, 1988 – 2015) and Forty Two
Skate Shop (19 Victoria Street, 2011 – present). There have been, and are, other shops that sell
skateboards in town, but they’re by and large corporate attempts to cash in on something
small and pure, and do less than nowt to actually help the scene. So there.
In its day, Non-Stop was the be-all and end-all of skateboarding in town. I spent more time
lurking around the shop on St. James’s Street than I did at school and college combined, and
certainly learned a lot more there; the good, big, weird life stuﬀ. School didn’t stand a chance,
and looking back, nor did I.
All of life went on in and around that shop and, graduating from lurker to occasional worker, I
was privy to most of it. In fact, I did my work experience there as a grubby ﬁfteen-year-old kid,
and got in trouble for not writing the expected report of my two weeks; I didn’t have the tools,
nor the willing, to explain all the shades of life there to my teachers.
For example, there was Robin sneaking down the wooden staircase to silently and deftly slip
his willy onto Miles’ shoulder while he was talking to a customer on the phone; or getting

When Non-Stop shop owner Robin got married, the whole scene was invited and everyone
celebrated along with him and his family. When shop employee Johnny Morrow slithered
on his belly beneath the counter and stapled a post-it note reading “CREEEP” onto Ant’s
calf as he was unsuccessfully chatting up a customer, the whole scene – except Ant – wept
with laughter. And when Johnny prematurely and tragically died due to an ongoing kidney
complication, the whole scene banded together and wept bitterly, just about keeping each
other going at a time that it seemed impossible.
Non-Stop’s eventual closing was not the saddest of passings. Having weathered several
assaults from various corporate charlatans masquerading as “skateboard shops” over the
years, Robin eventually decided to call it a day, sell up and get out. And though the scene felt
the loss keenly, it was nice to see a dear place and dearer friend bow out gracefully. Also, by
that point, Forty Two had opened.
Honestly, I thought head honchos Rob and Scotty had gone a bit madder than I’d known when
they opened their store just up the hill from Market Square. I was fully stoked and grateful; as
I’ve previously mentioned, any scene worth its salt needs somewhere to keep it ticking over,
but it also needs its elders to be happy, healthy and functioning without being crushed by
crippling money woes.
Opening a skate shop on their own, at the height of the worst recession for decades, made me
admire Scotty and Rob even more than I already did, as well as fear for their mental stability.
The fact Forty Two has survived and moreover, is thriving, is down to the good folks Rob and
Scotty, as well as Alex, Neil, Rees, Chris, and all the other odds and sods who hang around or
sporadically work in the shop.
This isn’t some thinly veiled marketing scheme or local-rag nepotism; this is a love letter to the
people making these hubs tick, and to skateboarding. What Forty Two does extends out into
the scene and the city in general. Consider how and where your hard-earned cash goes, and
why. Support the independents, because it all goes around and comes back... again and again
and again.

words: Dave Bevan
illustration: Feargus Stewart
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On the face of it, skateboarding can seem scary; like some secret club you
can only join with a kickflip password. But it’s for anyone and everyone, no
matter how old you are. There’s no line that says you can’t be a part of the
culture.
Since it’s a relatively young pastime – birthed briefly in the sixties
and revolutionised in the seventies – we’ve yet to see just how “old” a
skateboarder can be. Although, as the late, great, Jay Adams said, you
don’t quit skateboarding because you get old, you get old because you quit
skateboarding. We found out how some of our locals started their journey
into the culture, and why age don’t mean a thing when it comes to going for
a roll...

KEV, 26

MIRIAM, 10

“I remember when I was first skating,
and everyone was kind of separated in
their own skatepark cliques. Then Forty
Two, Sneinton Market and Flo Skatepark
came along and brought so many people
together. All different ages. We’re all there
to do the same thing, and people are just
accepted. Nottingham is actually quite
special for it, I’d say.

“I’ve been skating for a year, and I’m best
at bowl skating. I skate at Flo Skatepark
most of the time, and sometimes I’ll go to
King Eddie’s with my friends. My friends
at Flo are a couple of years older than
me; like twelve, thirteen and fourteen. I
got a skateboard for my birthday from
my dad’s friend, and then I saw a video
of Flo Skatepark and wanted to go. Jol at
Flo helped me learn to kickturn and do the
simple tricks; I got into it and every week
I’ve progressed. I hope it’ll be part of my
life forever and I hope that more girls will
start skating and come to the Flo sessions.
It’s a good skatepark; it has a lot of older
people that are really friendly.

There are students at Flo Skatepark that’ve
been attending the beginners’ lessons
there for more than two years, but you’ll
still get new, much younger, students
coming in. The older kids are just like
‘Come with us, we’ll show you a thing or
two.’ And that’s it. They’re always hanging
out from that point onwards.
It’s the same with what Skate Nottingham are doing with the ParkLives lessons at King
Edward Skatepark; for the majority of the time you’ll have both fifty-year olds and really
young kids having a go. At the end of the sessions, they all say ‘Thank you so much, we
had such a good time, we’re gonna get skateboards now.’ A few weeks later you’ll see
them down at Sneinton Market.”

I skate with Kevin. He was one of the first
people that taught me how to go down the ramp; my first lesson he was teaching me to do
loads of things. I can do tricks that not many younger people can do. When I do, they all
clap. I also see loads of the older people doing crazy tricks and I just want to do that.”

JACK, 16

BENNO, 42

“I wasn’t good at football or anything,
but I picked up skateboarding really fast.
I moved to Keyworth where I didn’t know
anyone, but there was a skatepark there
where I hung out with my older brother
and met people. I was about thirteen,
hanging out with seventeen- and twentyyear olds. It was pretty cool that they
didn’t mind skating with me.

“My first board came from my Grandma
in Switzerland. I spent a lot of time there
as a kid in the summer, and I remember
watching Marty McFly skating in Back To
The Future. It was just sick; him popping
his board up, grabbing it and walking up
the steps.

The best bit about Nottingham is all the
different skateparks; there are so many
locals you’ve never met before, who’re
happy to skate with you. You can go to
Sneinton Market and you don’t even have
to message anyone, you just know there’ll
be someone skating there.
It’s a sick skate scene, you get loads of different types of skaters; from people who do
massive gaps and rails, to people who’ve got insanely weird, nameless tricks on flat
ground. You could go down Sneinton, and the next day someone will invite you to go to
a competition down south. It’s all unexpected. We’ve walked miles to a spot just for a
twenty-minute skate before. There isn’t an age limit. You see people at Flo who are over
fifty, as well as four-year-old kids with their parents getting involved.”

In the early nineties, I would get the train
to Notts from Grantham ways, and was
blown away by the skate scene. I’d come
to Broadmarsh Banks, and see people
skating the ramp inside the Rollersnakes
shop. I was in awe of all the older dudes
ripping; it was cool, there was no beef. Old
Market Square before Sunday shopping
was incredible; the city was dead, quiet,
and you could skate everywhere.
I’m now 42, still skating once a week, and I’ve got three daughters. My eldest is five; she’s
got a board and cruises about with me. We skate street, skateparks, in the house. It’s rad!
The scene now is incredible, and comparable with the city’s heyday in the mid-nineties.
You see a lot of older guys like me getting back into it. If you’ve got the energy and space
to do it, there’s no reason you can’t.”

At the time of print, Flo Skatepark is closed until further notice and the future of the park is uncertain. Keep an eye on the LeftLion website for updates.
leftlion.co.uk/issue105
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Get Your Bearings
A History of Notts Skate Spots
words: Tom Quigley
illustration: Brad Garner

The tower blocks of the sixties – where ASDA stands today –
were home to various community spaces in between, including
the concrete “bowls” alongside the children's play park. Sessions
throughout the seventies and eighties saw skaters utilising the
banked concrete in their own ways, and occasionally dodging
missiles hurled from above.

Hyson Green Bowls
As an addition to their original Derby store established in 1985,
Rollersnakes opened in Nottingham and was the ﬁrst shop to feature
an indoor mini ramp, attracting some of skateboarding's biggest names
from around the world including Eric Dressen and Mark Gonzales. The
ramp also featured in one of the most inﬂuential and groundbreaking
skate videos of all time, Blind's Video Days.

Run by local skate legends Rob Johnson and Scott Underdown, Forty Two
revitalised the Nottingham scene when they opened in 2011. Since then,
they’ve become the central hub for skating and the ﬁrst port of call for visitors
to our city. Constantly supporting the rise of new skaters, Forty Two often run
local events, including the Sunday Circuit competitions, which send skaters to
a variety of skateparks around Nottinghamshire. Skateboarding is what they
know and love.

Rollersnakes
When the Old Market Square was redeveloped,
Nottingham lost that crucial central meeting point for
skateboarders. Fortunately, a few years later, Sneinton
Market was inadvertently redesigned as a perfect skate
plaza. It quickly inherited the title as the go-to hangout,
and is a world-class spot attracting professional skaters
from all over.

Non-Stop was the glue of Nottingham's skate scene for
many years, and earned itself the title of longest-standing
Notts shop in its time from 1988 – 2015. Robin and Ant held
it down throughout most of those 27 years, and today the
instantly recognisable arches of its St James's Street home
look odd with no skateboards and clothing in the windows.

Forty Two

Non-Stop Sport

Sneinton Market
The only skatepark in Nottingham at the time
was built inside a disused cinema building in
1978. Stories from locals paint a picture of a
lump of concrete that was tough to skate on;
it still lacked the design and build knowledge
of those California skateparks of the same era,
but nonetheless it was an indoor skatepark and
probably a good thing for the scene back then.
Due to the lack of photos or footage, Malibu
Dogbowl remains something of an enigma to
those who weren't there to experience it.

The Old Market Square

"Slab Square”, as we knew and loved it, began life in 1927
alongside the famous Council House building and lions.
Throughout the later decades of the twentieth century, it became
the central hub for the booming Nottingham skate scene, and
weekends in the eighties and nineties would see skaters from all
neighbouring cities travelling down for those legendary sessions.
It wasn't until 2005 that the redevelopment began transforming it
into the ﬂat, open space that exists today.

A patch of disused land – the leftovers of the
Boots complex from decades before – sat
stagnating for many years before skaters
happened upon it. Cement slopped when a
thriving bunch of young skaters, taking their cues
from the more seasoned DIYers, saw the chance
to create their own skate obstacles and their
own secret paradise. It became one of the best
DIY skateparks in the country, and a tight-knit
community came with it. But these things are so
often temporary, and when the creations were
demolished, the privately-owned wasteland was
reclaimed once again to sit idly with promises of
redevelopment.

D.I.Y.
Malibu Dogbowl

Broadmarsh Banks
It's hard to say what the architect had in mind when they envisioned these sloping brick humps dotted around the
side of Broadmarsh; unless, perhaps, they had some incredible foresight into the coming skateboard revolution. A
quiet pocket away from the city centre, this was the spot for skateboarding, BMXing and graﬀiti artists from the mid
seventies through to the early 2000s. Its demolition was on the cards for some years in the new millenium, until ﬁnally
in 2009 the bricks were uprooted from their home for no obvious reason. Today the space remains ﬂat and unused,
where passions and creative expression were once free to spill out.

Flo Skatepark

It can't be understated how important an indoor
skatepark is in the winter. Flo was a much-needed
addition to Nottingham after many, many years
without an indoor park or undercover spots for the
rainy season. After a temporary closure in its ﬁrst
couple of years, it’s been run as a community, not-forproﬁt space since 2015, regularly hosting competitions
and providing beginners’ lessons most weekends.
After this year’s long, dry summer, its current status
is under question again. We’re hoping it’s something
that can be resolved, so our community can continue
to thrive on it.

Art Works

Skateboarder Special

The very act of skateboarding is creative. It's as much about style as it
is skill, and it’s about reinterpreting the environment, and the endless
ways to move through it on seven-ply and urethane.
To paraphrase an analogy of Ben Powell's, skateboarding tricks are like
a vocabulary, and your sentences are pieced together on the street.

Charlie Delaney
Film Director and Editor
As teenagers, me and my friends made our
own little action and comedy ﬁlms. Most of
them were pretty ridiculous, but we had fun.
We got into ﬁlming our own skate videos, and
eventually I studied ﬁlmmaking at college and
university.

Trentside is a short thriller I directed. Set in
nineties Nottingham, it’s about Sterling; a
skateboarder who struggles with mental health
issues, who ﬁnds an old Super8 ﬁlm reel. After
watching it, eerie elements start to seep into
his life and soon he can’t diﬀerentiate reality
from hallucination. Loving ﬁlms like Donnie
Darko and The Ring, it was great to blend

genres and pay homage to both ﬁlm and skateboarding.
Together with an experienced, diverse crew and some
talented local Notts actors, I shot most of the ﬁlm at
Nottingham’s – now sadly destroyed – DIY Skatepark.
We only had a £2000 budget, but our aim was to make
something with a high production value. We shot most of
it on the RED Epic and Super8 ﬁlm, to give a diﬀerent feel
to the footage Sterling found.
The ﬁlm began as a project for my MA degree in Digital
Film and TV Production at the University of York, but we
worked heavily on the post production, particularly on
the sound, for about a year afterwards. We’ve screened

Trentside at Rough Trade and Broadway, and will be
releasing it on Vimeo in Autumn. After I ﬁnished the ﬁlm,
I started working at a production company called Rare
Content; mostly as an editor, but I’ve also directed a
couple of projects, which is great.
I’d love to integrate animation into my next project,
and make a ﬁlm that has a positive impact. Maybe an
imaginative ﬁlm with environmental, vegan or animal
rights themes at its core. That’d be cool.
facebook.com/trentsideshortﬁlm

Georgia Fry
Collage Artist
At ﬁrst, skating felt like being in P.E, wearing a
piss-stained, crusty, white ensemble with a pair
of black velcro hot steppers and a dunce hat. I
got into it after my ex – shout out to Dad Bod
– suggested the idea. It was the best thing I’d
heard since bite-sized battenburg. It’s harder
starting when you're older as you no longer
have a kid’s fearless attitude, but when I have
the wind in my barnet scooping through the
city, the mental battle is worth it.
As an artist, I’d become stagnant after uni,
but I got into the swing of things again and
had some artwork up in Section 144 gallery a
while back. Skateboarders have an instinctive,
instantaneous and raw approach, which I try
to honour.
I love collage, drawing and photography; I
like to manipulate an image quickly. As Drop
Dead Fred once said: “When something's not
working right, the best thing to do is tear it
apart to make it better” which I do when my
work becomes rigid.
My style has a religious element to it, and
encompasses female sexuality. I’ve been
making a few stickers, and get gassed when
someone spots one. I imagine thrusting my
boobs in someone’s face and galloping oﬀ in a
hysterical laughing ﬁt.
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Skateboarding has given me a lot socially and
creatively. When we're larking about in the
sun, I get a warm fuzzy feeling inside my belly
and feel proud to have those badass angels
by my side. I progress quite slowly, but I’m not
pressuring myself. I enjoy the experience. My
next mission is to learn a fancy trick, cos I’m
sick of beige lads asking me if I can kickﬂip.
Eventually I’ll pair it with a donkey kick to the
gullet. That’d be gnarly, man.
fry-face.com

There’s also an incredible visual culture around skateboarding dating
back to its early days in the sixties and seventies: from hand-drawn
artwork on decks, photography and design in magazines, ﬁlming
and videos, right up to today's rich worldwide collection of artists,
illustrators, zine-makers, sculptors, and creators. Spike Jonze, the
director of Her and Being John Malkovich? Skateboarder. Shepard

Fairey, the artist behind Obama’s Hope poster? Skateboarder. Jason
Lee, actor and photographer? Skateboarder.
With such a creative city and an exceptional skate scene, it's no
wonder Nottingham is punching above its weight. Here are just a few
artists on wheels to look out for...

My most recent ideas have stemmed from
setting up a photography exhibition at Section
144 Gallery. I had lots of space to use and once
the frames were up, I wanted to do more, so
decided to make an installation piece. Using
my laser printer, I made photos that were
almost life-size, with a 3D quality. I like to call
them photographic statues, and I make them
to connect with people on an emotional level.
I’d rather take a few great photos than many
mediocre ones.

Vic Camilleri
Photographer
Taking photos is the way I like to communicate. I shoot
people in the street, in their houses and in the restaurants;
anywhere there is living, breathing and thinking. I got into
photography growing up around Mansﬁeld. It seemed
everybody was ﬁlming and taking photos of skateboarding
at the time.

I started skateboarding at twelve, and I’m still doing it now
at twenty. When I skate with friends, I’m just happy, and
when I try a scary trick, it’s serious fear. The feelings are so
overpowering that nothing else matters and I’m truly living
in the moment.
I rarely take photos of skateboarding itself; it’s the
people themselves and the reasons they skateboard that
I ﬁnd fascinating.

With this piece in particular, a viewer told me
it took them back to a time with their husband,
when they’d lie in the park together. She said
that was all they needed.
I am not studying art, I just do it. From
bricklaying to coding, it’s all creative to me.
I’d love the knowledge and tools to create
anything I desired: a chair, a tap, a house, a
bike... In the future, I’d like to travel to Spain,
to create work that reﬂects the struggles and
success of making friends, or maybe even
ﬁnding love.

and loading ﬁlm, shooting photos without
instantly knowing the outcome, getting
the ﬁlm processed and printing in a
darkroom is a wholly more rewarding
creative process, and adds to the image’s
character.
I used to mainly shoot skateboarding and
my friends, but now there’s more variety. I
set projects for myself so it’s less aimless;
ideas come organically after looking at my
photos and seeing recurring themes.

Richard Chung
Photographer
When I ﬁrst started skating over twenty
years ago, the only way to keep up with
what was going on was to read magazines
or buy VHS skate videos imported from
the US. That’s where my passion for
photography originated.
I’d buy magazines religiously and study
the photographs intensely, looking at
the tricks, the clothing, the spot, how
the photograph was composed, and the
lighting.
I only shoot ﬁlm photography. Tangibility
is important to me; especially in this
digital age, when millions of images are
uploaded to the internet every day. Buying

This image is called Rachel Riley, and is
a scanned darkroom print of a medium
format 6x6 colour photograph. It was taken
outside the amazing New Art Exchange in
Hyson Green, and features a gallery local
by the name of Imran. It was part of a
proposal for a photography exhibit of the
people who frequent NAE: artists, creatives,
art lovers, café goers, employees and the
Hyson Green crazies!
This image makes me smile whenever I
look at it. Imran is loud but friendly, always
smiling, and always happy to chat. He will
ask you about letters you’re not sure you’ve
sent, surgeons at Holby City, Rachel Riley
and the whereabouts of Midget.
I currently have an ongoing exhibit of
various live music performances around
Nottingham which are up at Rough Trade.
The photos change every few weeks, so
keep checking in.
richardchungphotography.blogspot.com
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Lording It Up In Beijing
words: Jared Wilson
photo: Tianyu Bao

Last year, we at LeftLion released our first feature-length documentary, telling the tale of the Notts man who founded AC Milan.
In August our Editor-in-Chief Jared Wilson went out to show The Lord of Milan in two of China’s biggest sports arenas. It seems a
long way from that pokey little Mansfield Road house our Herbert was born in…
So how did we end up showing this nearly 5000 miles away from our city? We were invited out
there by BODA, the Beijing Olympic Development Association, an organisation who maintain
the cultural legacy from the 2008 Olympics they hosted. One of the projects they run is the
annual Beijing International Sports Film Week, which took place this year from Wednesday 8 Tuesday 13 August. They asked us if they could screen our film at the 2018 festival and we were
delighted to say a big “Shi”.

The Lord of Milan is LeftLion’s debut film documentary, about the life of Notts-born football
pioneer Herbert Kilpin. The film was co-directed by Georgianna Scurfield and myself, with
additional cinematography from Natalie Owen and Raphael Achache, and a musical score
by Rob Rosa. As well as having a lovely pub named after him on Bridlesmith Walk, Herbert
Kilpin is also acknowledged as the founder of AC Milan and said by some to be the “father of
Italian football.” Our film covers his life, from his early days growing up on Mansfield Road to
him founding the club in one of Italy's poshest hotels and then being completely forgotten for
about sixty years. It also features a range of talking heads, including authors Robert Nieri and
John Foot, ex-footballers Mark Hateley, Luther Blissett and Daniele Massaro, as well as a trio of
quirky AC Milan fanatics.
BODA had heard about the film because they are linked to the FICTS Festival (Federation
Internationale Cinema Television Sportifs), which is another annual film competition that
spans 116 countries and has its final in Milan. We entered The Lord of Milan into the 2017 FICTS
Festival and won two awards: the Mention D’Honneur and the WPC Media Services Award.
So when it came to selecting some of their “best of” films from last year to showcase in this
international year’s heats, we were delighted to be included.
Our film was shown twice during Beijing International Sports Film Week, in two of the country’s
most iconic sports venues. Firstly at the Beijing National Stadium – aka The Birds Nest – which
is a 90,000-seater stadium built as the centrepiece to for the 2008 Olympics. The second venue
was the Beijing National Aquatics Center – aka the Watercube – which is almost pokey by
comparison with a capacity of about 6,000.
I’d love to tell you that the screenings were out on the pitch, but they were of course in
exhibition rooms in those vast buildings. Each one was well attended by a few hundred people,
at least half of which were under-sixteens who’d been invited from local schools and sports
teams. The screening was introduced by Yan Xinmin, the founder of Beijing’s Goal Film Festival
and a keen advocate of football to young people in Beijing as well as being a handy footballer
herself. The screening was organised by Zhang Shuai of the Beijing 2008 Olympics Committee
and we were also accompanied on the day by Christine Zang from Radio Beijing, who did an
extensive interview with me beforehand.
Having toured this film across various cities (prior to Beijing there have been screenings in
Nottingham, Milan, Manchester and London) it’s always interesting to see how the different
audiences react to various parts of it. The most significant audience reaction in China came
about fifteen minutes in, where we explain that Herbert Kilpin was one of fifteen children. That
moment led to audible gasps across the room. As you may know, China operated a one-child
policy from 1979-2013 as a means to help control their vast and expanding population (which
at 1.4billion is about 22 times as much as the UK). This was relaxed in 2013 to allow couples to
have a second child and also to make a better age balance in their population. So as unusual as
having fifteen children may seem to most of us, it’s even more so in a country with that level of
childbirth control as a backdrop.

The overall reaction to the film was great. We did a Q&A afterwards which lasted an hour
and a half, where the questions varied from “What’s Nottingham like” to “Do you know David
Beckham?” Then I had my photograph taken with what seemed like every person in the room.
You can’t help but stand out there if you have white skin and blue eyes.
So why the interest in this film in China? Well, firstly AC Milan are a global brand. As China
Daily, the country’s biggest English-language newspaper reported in 2017: “Nielsen, a major
international sports and entertainment consultancy, estimates that there are 103 million AC
Milan fans in China; about a quarter of the club's global fanbase.” That seems like a slightly
over-optimistic figure to us, but it’s clear that a lot of people across the vast country have an
affinity for AC Milan Football Club.
China have spent big over the last few years to get major international names playing in the
Chinese Super League, including the likes of Carlos Tevez (Argentina), Hulk (Brazil) and former
Chelsea quartet John Obi-Mikel (Nigeria), Ricardo Carvalho (Portugal), Ramires and Oscar (both
Brazil). Closer to home, the Midlands is now dominated by Chinese owners with Birmingham
City (Paul Suen Cho Hung), Aston Villa (Xia Jiantong), Wolves (Fosun International) and West
Brom (Lai Guochuan) all having Chinese businessmen at the helm. The interest from Chinese
people in European football has never been greater.
Probably most relevant of all to our film is that in 2016 a Chinese consortium led by Li
Yonghong purchased AC Milan from former Italian prime minister Silvio Berlusconi for
€740 million. Their great city rivals Inter Milan were also picked up that year by Zhang Jindong
of Suning Holdings Group. AC Milan were actually sold on again in July this year to the USbased Elliot Corporation, but the club still retain a strong fanbase across China.
Nottingham as a city already has strong links in China; we have been twinned with Ningbo
since 2005, a city near the east coast and south of Shanghai in the Zhejiang province. The
University of Nottingham also has a campus out there, which was China’s first Sino-Foreign
University. Now we have a mutual appreciation of Herbert Kilpin too, with the possibility of
further screenings out there to come. Forza Herbert Kilpin!

The Lord of Milan is showing at Broadway Cinema on Sunday 2 September at 8.15pm
facebook.com/thelordofmilan

docnrollfestival.com

Feeling Croquet

Nottingham
12th - 16th
September - 2018

interview: Gemma Fenyn
photo: Fabrice Gagos

When we found out man-giant and Framework’s Volunteer
Coordinator Omied Hallam was an avid croquet player,
we imagined him towering over other players, mallet in
hand, dominating the lawns. We weren’t wrong. He’s one
of the top 100 players worldwide, having gone on to win
the singles championship at the annual tournament down
Nottingham Croquet Club, which celebrated its ninetieth
birthday in August…
Tell us about the Nottingham Croquet
Club at the University of Nottingham...
The land was originally donated to the
council by Jesse Boot in 1929, under the
condition that it’d be used for social
activity. We now get exclusive use of
many of the lawns and the pavilion.
Last month, the club had around sixty
members and visitors celebrating with us
for the ninetieth birthday. We played for
a full week, with doubles and individual
matches running.

It’s all about
strategising and
decision making. Think
chess, or snooker.
The club has quite a track record. You’ve
got a few international champions...
Yes, Rachel Gee won the European Golf
Croquet Championship in 2014 and 2018.
We also have Paddy Chapman who
took the Association Croquet World
Championships this year, and his wife
Miranda Chapman is reigning Women's
Association Croquet World Champion.
This season we’ve had victories against
other clubs and individual wins in regional
championship tournaments.
Omied, how on earth did you get
into croquet?
Ten years ago, my dad was made
redundant, so me and my older brother
Sanaa asked him to teach us, to keep him
busy. Before we knew it, we were winning
in our ﬁrst tournament. I loved watching
my dad and aunt play when I was younger.
If they beat you, they used to say you’d
“been Hallamed”. My brother and I got
our names on the doubles trophy exactly
25 years after my dad and aunt did. We’re
hoping in another 25 years, my brother’s
kids will do the same. My dad is sadly no

See Facebook
“Doc N Roll Nottingham”
For details

longer with us but it’s my aim to get my
name on all the trophies he did.
Is croquet the only sport you’ve played?
You look like you’d be pretty nifty on
the rugby pitch...
Over the years I’ve played badminton and
rugby, but they all come with risks. I broke
my leg twelve years ago just having a kickaround in the park. With croquet, I don’t
need to worry about getting too old and
retiring, I can keep going until I’m eighty.
Anyone can play.
It’s ideal for someone who might struggle
with the demands of a conventional sport.
You need a bit of strength to make the
long shots, but generally it’s short bursts
of activity with rests in between. It also
has some great mental health beneﬁts:
being outdoors, taking time to focus
on the individual shots, seeing a game
through. Plus, everybody here is so lovely
and keen to help you progress.
What’s the most important part of
the game?
It’s all about strategising and decision
making. Think chess, or snooker. Games
are often won by outthinking your
opponent, which can be very satisfying.
I often say that croquet would appeal to
people who are into tabletop or board
games for this exact reason.
What would you say to someone who is
thinking of getting involved?
We’ll be having an open night this month,
where anyone can have a go or chat with
us about the sport. If you like it, there are
beginners’ courses to take part in. We
compete April to October, so the season is
coming towards a close now, but there’s
plenty of time to get a taste for it.

Nottingham Croquet Club’s Open Night
takes place Wednesday 12 September
at 8pm.
nottinghamcroquet.org.uk

Help our friend
Lee to beat cancer.
Some of you may know Lee as premium producer,
engineer and DJ of The Elementz Studios in
Nottingham.
People like Lee are what makes Nottingham one of the
creative capitals of the UK. He’s supported so many
artists over the years, now it’s our turn to support him.
He’s one third of the way there to his £148,600 target
Donate now and save a life.
Search “With Lee we Fight”
on GoFundMe.com

interview: Aly Stoneman
illustration: Robert Lever

Originally from South London, poet, performer, and drug and alcohol worker Miggy Angel is a long-term resident of
Hoodtown and the author of two poetry books, Grime Kerbstone Psalms and Extreme Violets. We hollered at him to
see what he’s up to at the moment...
What you been up to, Miggy?
I’m just keeping the plates spinning really. Still facilitating Do Or Die Poets creative
writing workshops and performance events for people in addiction recovery, along
with the monthly Speech Therapy poetry night. I’m also the editor and chief arsonist
over at Burning House Press, where we’ll be publishing Rob True’s book of short
stories, Gospel Of Aberration, later in 2018. Plus I’m trying to get some words down on
the page and stage myself.

I was aware of the light being squeezed out
during the writing of it. Death and hopelessness
are real.
Tell me about your most recent publication...
It’s my second book of poetry, Extreme Violets, and it came out in April. It’s a twobook, limited-edition box set published by the amazing Notts publishers Hi Vis
Press, designed by the genius Sophie Pitchford, with a paperback version to follow. I
approached Hi Vis with the box set idea around January 2017 – I’ve always thought if
double albums are okay for rock stars, why not poets? – and Hi Vis were mad enough
to go for it. The ﬁnished artefact is a thing of rare beauty. I am ecstatically happy with
how it turned out.
What truths have surfaced in the work?
Extreme Violets is intentionally epiphany-free. I was aware of the light being squeezed
out during the writing of it. Death and hopelessness are real. Not everyone makes it
out alive. Not everyone has an epiphany anecdote, or a recovery story. People we love
are dead. I wanted to honour that, not sugarcoat or sanitise it. My poem printed here
– Judas Rings His Sponsor – is representative of some of the themes of the book. They
are spoken from a stark vantage point between hope and despair, and the poems'
speakers are seemingly trapped or unable to reach beyond their experiences.

Judas Rings His Sponsor
The counsellor whispered
the words To get clean
and my mind meandered
through the terrain
of this infernal terminology.
To get clean as if
one could ever come
undone, as a ﬂower
opens, as if asunder
one could summon a blue
stone, blue as a sky
for washing the scar
from the cadaver, azure
vista for cauterising the eye
of the cataract it harbours.
Down by the river
the patriarch put hands
upon his belt, squeezed
a hushed Kneel from his
liar’s lips. To get clean as if
the expulsion of the toxin
from the opium-embalmed
son, would mean the slate
wiped absent, after
the beheading of mother.
To get clean
can you even
imagine
how a ﬂower
exists?
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Do you miss London?
I am heartbroken and incandescent over the gentriﬁcation, land-theft and social
cleansing of my hometown. Especially the area I grew up in, Elephant and Castle. I
will never, ever get over it. A part of me is dead. The violence of gentriﬁcation and
displacement is devastating; the damage to the psyche is overwhelming. We have yet
to develop a language for what has happened, for what has been wrought on peoples
and places, and that is intentional. It's part of the design of gentriﬁcation; a physical,
spiritual, cultural, historical, ancestral, domestic assault committed in broad daylight
under the cover and sanctity of the law. I've referred to Elephant and Castle as a crime
scene for the past twenty years. I suppose Extreme Violets is my blues for the city
I love.
What gets you ﬁred up?
This might sound a bit Spinal Tap, but it’s rare when I’m not ﬁred up in some way or
other. People who know me know that my head is always a bonﬁre conﬂagration.
The battle for me is more in trying to manage the energy levels and attempting to
ease the gears. This year, politically, it’s hard to know where to start. The far right are
in the building.
I’m still devastated over Grenfell Tower and the continuing injustices that the survivors
are enduring. I’m ﬁred up by honouring my commitment, allegiance and duty to
working-class multicultural unity. And I’m still ﬁred up by helping others fulﬁl their
creative potentials, supporting my peers in addiction recovery, and being a positive
member of the recovery community: those are the only games in town for me.

Extreme Violets will be launched on Nottingham 9 September, at Waterstones
Nottingham. Miggy will also be performing upstairs at Oscar & Rosie’s for Poetry is
Dead Good, as part of Hockley Hustle, on Sunday 28 October.
Speech Therapy takes place at The Chameleon Arts Cafe on the fourth Thursday of
every month.
miggyangel.com

Not everyone made it
out alive. Not everyone got
an epiphany anecdote,
or a recovery story.

THEATRE
& DANCE
AT LAKESIDE
New Perspectives

The Fishermen

Thursday 4 & Friday 5 October, 7.30pm

Maison Foo

The Fishermen

A Thing Mislaid

Saturday 20 October, 7pm

Umanoove | Didy Veldman

The Knot

Tuesday 6 November, 7.30pm

Aakash Odedra Company

#JeSuis

Tuesday 20 November, 7.30pm

lakesidearts.org.uk | 0115 846 7777
@LakesideArts
#JeSuis

interview: Adrian Shaw
photo: Nigel King

Johnny and the Raindrops have been on the Nottingham music scene for yonks. Ten years this September, to be
precise. But rather than dropping drum 'n' bass to goggle-eyed twenty-somethings down Brickworks, or titillating
silver tabs with jazz in dimly-lit bars, the band cater to the city's musical nippers. We sat down with founder,
musical director and long-time little-ﬁsh-shape thrower Liam Maloy...
Tell me about how the band was formed...
I’ve always been a songwriter and when I had my own children, it was natural to
write songs for them. I used to take my guitar to their school in Sherwood, and
entertain their friends and classmates. I was teaching music at Clarendon College,
and all the members of the band were based there. Initially, guitarist Andy played
along with me to record some demos. Matt, our drummer, worked in the library, and
Darren, our bass-player, was one of my students. Andy is a great instrumentalist,
very adaptable.
We used to play at The Guitar Bar at the back of Clarendon, which isn't there now.
We moved onto playing regular gigs at the Polish Eagle Club just opposite, so
we haven’t travelled very far. Andy played our ﬁrst seven albums, the DVD and
hundreds of gigs all over the place. His were big shoes to ﬁll when he left. There've
been quite a few guitarists since then: Ben, Danny, Marcus... It’s a tough job with so
many genres and songs to play, plus the challenge of entertaining children; it’s not
suited to everyone. We’ve now got Geoﬀ on guitar, who's doing a great job.
Johnny and the Raindrops is very eclectic. Can you tell me a bit about your
inﬂuences?
There’s Woody Guthrie, of course, plus Jonathan Richman of the Modern Lovers who
mixed his children’s songs into his “adult” albums. I also love the stripped-down
sound of the Violent Femmes. I’ve just interviewed Dan Zanes, who used to be in
the Del Fuegos, for my book. I remember my ﬁrst album of Canadian children’s
musician, Raﬀi, having a big inﬂuence at the start. There’s also Johnny Cash, the
music of Bagpuss by Sandra Kerr and John Faulkner, The Ramones, Yo Gabba
Gabba, and loads more.
You've got a PhD in music and you've just been in the USA researching for your
upcoming book. How did the trip go?
I was at the Woody Guthrie Center's Archives in Tulsa, Oklahoma for two and a
half weeks, looking into the music he wrote for children. I was able to examine
his diaries, notebooks, letters, and listen to his personal record collection. I also
travelled down to Woody’s birthplace and went to Woodyfest in Okemah. Music
performance for children is really big in the USA; the scene is well-developed
and has a long history. I went without the band, but got to play a gig of Woody’s
children’s songs in Tulsa.
The research is for a speciﬁc chapter in my book Spinning the Child, which is
all about recorded music and broadcasting for children. It all went very well. I
discovered about 300 songs that Woody wrote for children. He only recorded about
forty of them, and only initially released twelve.
When you put together an album, do you try to keep all the tunes on it stylistic,
or work to a particular theme?
No, once we’ve enough songs for an album, no matter the style or inﬂuence of them
individually, we record them. Children’s music is not a genre, so we mix rock ’n’ roll,
rockabilly, punk-rock, soul, pop, folk, blues, electro, disco, you name it.
Your music reminds me of skiﬀle, speciﬁcally Lonnie Donegan, who was
also someone putting across the history and theory of the genre. I remember
as a kid seeing his band use all kinds of things to make music: washboards,
t-chests...
Yes, the basic nature of the instruments he was using... Skiﬀle was the ﬁfties version
of punk. We’ve played kazoos, used paper bags, carrots, celery and guitar cases
for snare-drum sounds when recording. We’ve used a stylophone, a zither, any
instruments that grab the listener’s attention.

You use costumes when performing. There’s a sort-of Ziggy-Stardust, theatrerock element to your music...
The music comes ﬁrst, but we love to dress as pirates, superheroes, or whatever
suits the song. On our album artwork, and on our YouTube video for What’s the
Time?, we're transformed into cartoon characters. We have props for some of the
songs; for example, I’m in the Washing Machine has lots of teddy bears being
thrown about.

Children will spot it a mile oﬀ if you don’t
respect them as an audience
Are kids an easy audience?
No, often they are not. How shall I put this?... Children aren’t going to act as a
grown-up audience would. We have to hook their attention quickly, and hold it; the
songs do most of the work, but the costumes, props, and actions help. Children
won’t clap at the end of songs sometimes, so I’ll say “Give yourselves a good
clap.” On one level, you’re training them to follow the conventions of audience
participation; children move around singing and shouting, and use the band as
a backdrop to their own fun. We are also keen on actions. With songs like I’m in
the Washing Machine, we have the children moving their arms and bodies round
and round, like a washing-machine spin-cycle. Or in the punk-rock song, Five Little
Fingers, we get them jumping up and down like a pogo, or moving about like robots
in the electro song I am a Robot.
The songs often have a strong visual hook in the lyrics, or involve something
that children will understand or have experienced: robots, mermaids, pirates,
superheroes and animals, for example. We include ideas in the songs that
children can grow into as they get older. They might not understand it now,
but in a few years they will. It’s a safe, fun and accessible way to help children
begin to understand “grown-up” ideas. Above all, what you cannot do is appear
condescending or false. Children will spot it a mile oﬀ if you don’t respect them as
an audience.
Did you perform for your own kids? Try things out with them?
Yes, naturally, but a lot of stuﬀ I did with them has developed. Some of our fans
who we performed for when they were three, or ﬁve – the ages of my two when I
started playing for them – have been our audience members for the ten years we’ve
performed as a band and are now ﬁfteen years, or more. And, of course, we also
play for much older kids... The parents!
You’ll have to increase sizes of the t-shirts for them...
We do actually sell t-shirts for adults! And we sometimes perform for the parents
when their kids are not necessarily present; at wedding receptions and parties after
the kids performance is over.
Do the band contribute to your music and lyrics?
Yes, sometimes. They are great musicians, excellent at picking up and running with
the music after I’ve introduced a musical phrase, words or ideas to them. They’re just
spontaneous, instinctive almost.
It's your tenth anniversary gig at The Polish Eagle Club this month...
We’ve got a few surprises planned! I can’t believe it’s been ten years, and it'll be
great to celebrate everything we’ve done in that time. Invite your friends. Let’s make
it a big party!

Johnny and the Raindrops perform at The Polish Eagle Club in Sherwood on Sunday
23 September at 3pm.
johnnyandtheraindrops.co.uk

1st Blood fire
Pete Chilvers is the man behind Nottingham hip hop camp 1st Blood. His day-ones include Ty Healy,
Louis Cypher, Liam Bailey and Cappo, to name just a few, and in his younger years he was under the
wing of Bristolian monolith Tricky as a label signee. After a ﬁve-year release hiatus, 1st Blood have
stuck a new album into the airwaves, so we thought we’d catch up with the man on the buttons...
How would you describe the new album?
Well made, well thought out, well catchy, well good. On the album we’ve
got Ty Healy, Louis Cypher, Scorzayzee, Liam Bailey and myself. We’ve also
got Nappy Roots who are a multi-platinum, Grammy-winning group from
Kentucky I met through a remix competition I won years ago. That remix
got put on their album and I was really honoured, we got on well and I
ended up doing more production for them. They even shout Nottingham
out in tracks we’re not on. Through the love of the music, we kept working
together; we’ve done six or seven tracks now.
What’s changed in your artistry since the last 1st Blood release a few
years ago?
The amount of control and the decisions about what goes into each track.
It’s more stripped back, but what’s in there is used in a more powerful way.
I’m happy with how it’s all been reined in. It’s more true to my heart as a hip
hop album and it’s got a bit of a cheeky edge to it too.
It’s got this mad theme of life and death running through it, which just
happened unintentionally. As we went through the songs at the end of
the recording process, we realised that every song had made references
to life, death or religion or something along those lines. Even the ﬁrst bar
from the guys in America was “this song ain’t about religion.” Scorz was
rapping about the devil and Liam was singing about Saint Michael. There
was a collective consciousness or something weird going on. Life is short,
do what you gotta. It’s made me wanna get my next album done in six
months.
What are the most important things for you when it comes to
musical projects?
I’m blessed to have a team of people with me who will constantly be there.
From when we were kids getting deals with Tricky and Blue Mountain to
now, people stick around because they care about each other and they care
about music. I feel like I’m getting closer to the sound I want to achieve.

We practically lived at The Dairy Studios when we were getting our mixes
done by Roy Merchant. I’ve tried to get my stuﬀ closer to his mixes without
having all the equipment you’d have in a big studio like that. On the last
album I was getting it right in almost every way, but not quite. This album is
even closer to that mark so I feel like I’ve got more control over things.

Scorz was rapping about the devil
and Liam was singing about Saint Michael.
There was a collective consciousness or
something weird going on
What advice would you give younger artists starting out now?
Years ago when me and Liam Bailey were younger and working at
Domestic & General, we had no idea what was just around the corner. Liam
once sat in a studio with Busta Rhymes while he was making tunes with
Salaam Remi. Just stick at it. We were just some kids making tunes and
trying to make stuﬀ happen. Even when you feel like nothing's happening,
just stick at it and something will come up. It’s almost like the dry bits
are there to test you. Eﬀort shows and people respect it; it doesn't mean
you’re going to get everything right away but if you give up, you’ll never get
anything. You’ve got to put the 10,000 hours in to master your craft.
The way the industry is sold to people is such an illusion. Music is sold as
a way for people to get attention instead of a passion and a craft which
means that many people don’t care about the actual musicianship, just the
fame that comes with it.

Creativity Crisis is available now.

1stbloodrecords.bandcamp.com

words: Ashwin Balu
photo: Curtis Powell

1st Blood
Creativity Crisis (Album)

If you’re from Nottingham and want to get
added to our music writers list, or get your
tunes reviewed, hit us up on:
editorial@leftlion.co.uk

Having not released a full-length
album – besides an instrumental
one – in almost ﬁve years, the
Nottingham hip hop group come
back with a sixteen-track album.
It’s a collection of original and
remarkable musical talents
made up of innovative lyrics and
new sounds. 1st Blood are joined by numerous artists, both
established and up-and-coming, creating a fusion of hip hop
with quick, on-the-nose rhymes that are symbolic to the genre,
speaking of our current society’s weaknesses. The variety of
featuring artists means the style changes drastically from one
track to the next. One minute, you'll be wrapped up listening
to one artist’s poetry word for word, and the next you’re
hearing passionate messages and unique intros that sound like
they've been taken from a ﬁfties radio interview. 1st Blood have
delivered something that can't be duplicated and will speak to
loyal fans as well as newcomers. Oﬀering something new to the
genre, Creativity Crisis is a truly unique collaboration that will
leave you wanting more. Ryan Muress

The Haunted Guy
First Light (Maxi-Single)

Hollywood
Holy Water (EP)

The Haunted Guy’s First Light – a threetrack release taken from forthcoming debut
album 3ARTH – plays out like a story.
The synthetically crafted beats resemble
something between soft electronica and a
score to a sci-ﬁ ﬁlm, with computer-generated
sounds, percussion, piano and strings merged to create a distinctive
style. The maxi-single contains three tracks: First Light, Changes and
The Promised Land. Though each is unmistakably diﬀerent, the three
share in common the same layering structure of grouped, calming,
sounds in the background, with one or two instruments picked out
to sit at the forefront of the track to create lively tunes. As you listen,
the atmosphere of the songs become darker and more serious, while
still remaining in the same vein of quick-paced music that, I’m not
ashamed to say, kept my foot tapping throughout. Hannah Beresford

It seems that their show at The Angel
for May’s Dot to Dot Festival was
Hollywood’s ﬁnal gig together. If that’s
true, then I’m sorry to have discovered
them too late to see them performing
with my own eyes. There are plenty of
rock bands around who put the pedal to the metal and play
their music fast and loud; there are far fewer around who
understand that sometimes less is more and that there’s a
power in restraint. Channelling Nick Cave at his most majestic,
this EP showcases a band who aren’t afraid to take their time to
build an impressive ediﬁce of sound, full of genuine, heartfelt
emotion. Holy Water is the ﬁnal act of a band well-versed in the
art of leaving their audience wanting more. Best served with
bourbon and heartache. Tim Sorrell

Sven Gunderssen
GillyCuddy (Album)

Vandal Savage
Bic Master Vol. 1 (Album)

Sven Gunderssen brings a wiser and more
conﬁdent sound to his new album GillyCuddy,
and Boy George he doesn’t disappoint.
Opening track Bonjour makes you feel like
you’re ﬂoating on a cloud with a sultry
someone whispering in your ear as you
dream yourself into a trance. Moving forwards, this plucky album
sounds like it’s come straight out of the seventies, with all the funk
and electronic disco vibes you didn’t know you needed. Sven writes
and creates such a fun atmosphere, making you want to wiggle your
arse in time to these jaunty tracks. A personal favourite has to be
Can’t Get Next To You, where acts like the Scissor Sisters spring to
mind. Comprised of twelve tracks, there’s so much to love about this
album. I’ll deﬁnitely be adding this cracker to my music library.
Chloe Underwood

After a solid contribution towards Bozo
Boyz as one third of VVV, Vandal Savage
is quick to remind everyone who he is
as an individual artist. The tape – a oneMC, one-producer release – has dusty
upbeat loops aplenty and sees the Notts
rapper ﬂexing his lyrical prowess over the course of six tracks.
Rightly so, too; the Bicmaster series is an ode to penmanship
punctuated with samples from yesteryear, highlighting the
importance of handwriting. From health beneﬁts to expression
of emotion, the samples are reﬂected by Vandal's overall
message of the album; his pen game will kill an MC. Highlights
include Shyne, Tryna Grow, and Run With It, where Vandal
expresses that writing has helped him overcome an array of
mental health obstacles. Ashwin Balu

NUSIC
BOX

Your new Notts music tip sheet, as compiled by Nusic’s
Sam Nahirny. Want more? Check out the fortnightly
podcasts and live sessions on the Nusic website.

Asxcension

A collaboration between producers Ekkwinox and Celestial,
Asxcension is a brand new project that’s really bloody exciting.
These two are making super slick electronic beats that wouldn’t
sound out of place on national radio. The debut EP One is now out
in the human world, and it’s an eclectic beaut; from the late night
r’n’b vibes of Trust in You, through to the trap-laced, club-friendly
Done to Me. As they continue to grow and collaborate with more
vocalists, we’re mad excited to see what comes next.
soundcloud.com/asxcension

Distant Blue

Everything you love about pop-punk, wrapped up in a beautifully
raw package. The four-piece bring in mega breakdowns, super
catchy hooks, and relatable lyrics to make a punky concoction.
And that’s before we even mention their mental live shows. When
we saw them at Rough Trade for their headline show – as seen
in their video for Whirlpool – there was crowdsurﬁng and peeps
on shoulders within about 68 seconds. Great songs. Banging live.
What more can you ask for?
instagram.com/distantblueuk
leftlion.co.uk/issue105 35

tomato, hummus and black olives with
a crepe sitting underneath. Both crepes
were seriously ﬁlling, and came served
with a salad garnish.

Dolcino

Scoop-diddy-whoop
The heatwave over the last couple of
months has made it socially acceptable
to get a gelato ﬁx for breakfast. And
the crew at Dolcino don’t mess about;
using natural ingredients wherever
possible, often imported from Italy, to
create incredible ﬂavour combos.
They’ve recently expanded into
breakfasts and brunches, so we went
over to check it out. I had La Creme
de la Crepe (£7.95): smoked salmon,
citrusy creme fraiche and mayo. It didn’t
really need the mayo; I’d have preferred
a double helping of citrus creme
fraiche, but that’s just me. My mate
went for Nick the Greek (£7.95) and
I got a bit of food envy as the falafel
were very good – baked not fried –
with lashings of guacamole, fresh

The shakes are made to order from any
of the thirty or so ﬂavours available
and, mixed with a little plain gelato
and a splash of milk, they are seriously
indulgent. My friends’ salted-peanut
gelato shake (£3.50) tasted like a
melted Snickers bar in ice-cream
format, and came served in a jam jar
with biodegradable straws. Respect.
With all that gelato staring at us, it
would have been rude not to. It’s
£2.40 for a small, £3.60 for a medium,
and £4.80 for a large, and my lemon
and elderﬂower sorbet was delicious,
refreshing and not too sweet. My
friend’s pistachio one tasted lovely with
a slightly toasted, nutty ﬂavour. We’ll
deﬁnitely be back again.
LeftLion have asked a few local
creative types to submit their ultimate
gelato ﬂavours, so keep an eye on our
Facebook page for the poll, because
Dolcino are going to create the winning
idea. Ash Dilks

7 Beastmarket Hill, NG1 6FB.
0115 924 1579
dolcino.co.uk

Lovely bhel puri aside (crunchy puﬀed rice
balls, with peanuts and sweet and sour
dressing, £4.50), other dishes fell short
of expectations raised by their website’s
proclamation of “the smash-and-grab zing of
healthy, light, virtuosic herbs and spices.”

Mowgli

Sheer con
There’s very little “street food” eaten on the
streets these days, although Mowgli gets
closer than most with one whole side of its
dining area opening onto the busiest corner
of Goosegate. Exciting meat and vegan menus
promise all-time street food favourite bhel
puri – India’s “ultimate comfort food” – and
small dishes served in Instagram-pleasing
tiﬀin boxes.
Lovers of tamarind sauce and potatoes, a
feature of many dishes, are in for a treat;
they did an excellent job of bulking up a
disappointing portion of just two nicely spiced
but clumsily salted lamb chops (£8.95). Ouch.
Temple dahl (£3.95) and Aunty Geeta’s prawn
curry (£6.95) showed some comfort, but
provided little in terms of ﬂavour.

The restaurant’s rope-swing chairs may be
a shrewd method of distracting diners from
ﬂinching at their bill before handing over
payment. Lunch for two, comprising three
dishes each recommended by our server,
with rice and puri (soft, fried ﬂatbreads) and
no booze whatsoever, clocked in at a fairlywhopping £40, including a modest tip. That’s a
lot for lunch in Nottingham when competitors
serving better quality small-plates from all
over the world are not in short supply, and
excellent, traditional Indian food is abundant
at more reasonable prices.
Mowgli is a fun place to eat with decent house
cocktails, in the heart of Nottingham’s most
buzzing city centre destination. The food is
ﬁne, but a restaurant preparing parts of some
dishes oﬀ-site, while also proclaiming that
they’re “all about how Indians eat at home and
on the streets” seems a little disingenuous.
Alex Traska

1 Stoney Street, NG1 1LG. 0115 941 3939
mowglistreetfood.com

Next up, the beef skewers aren’t to be
missed. Two grilled gyu with a sweet
and spicy seasoning arrived with an
indulgent sticky chilli dressing. Paired
with a Kirin Ichiban Japanese lager and
a handsome amount of kimchi, it was
certainly a high point of the meal.

Sushimania
Miso hungry

£16.80 isn’t half bad for an all-youcan-eat sushi dinner. Most buﬀets are
similarly priced, but not everything
is made to order. The ﬁrst major
highlight of my evening at Sushimania
was the piping-hot tempura oysters
accompanied by a light, tentsuyu
dipping sauce. The sharpness of the
rice vinegar cut through the richness
of the deep-fried batter and delicately
contoured the ﬁshy prize in the middle.
Having a dainty celadon vessel full of
hot sake to accompany helps too. Ding.
Point, Sushimania.

Regardless of how delicious the
tempura and skewers were, nothing
quite hits the spot like sushi, so we
stopped distracting ourselves with the
variety on oﬀer, and the main attraction
arrived. With salmon and tuna rolls
coming through, we were in Umami
Town. Classic nori stuﬀed full of soft,
perfectly tempered meshi rice, ﬁsh
cucumber and avocado? Oishī!
Finally, for dessert, it was chocolate
fondant with a matcha-cream ﬁlling
and matcha ice cream. It really needs to
be tasted to be understood. Green-tea
cream and a decadent quasi-brownie
doesn’t seem like an obvious pairing,
but it really works. Especially when
you mix the hot-fondant ﬁlling with the
ice cream and experience the matcha
ﬂavours at opposite temperatures.
Ashwin Balu

6a Chapel Bar, NG1 6JS. 0115 947 5033
sushimania.co.uk
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Artisan gelato

and a glass of Prosecco
in the heart of Nottingham
for just £4.50*

*Offer valid at Dolcino, 7 Beastmarket Hill, Nottingham, NG1 6FB
Terms and conditions apply. Valid until 20.10.18 when you quote WELCOME0918

interview: Raphael Achache

Trash Talk
The reprobates of Canadian mockumentary series
Trailer Park Boys are always up to summat dodgy.
You’ll often catch ‘em trying to make some cash through
get-rich schemes, and their latest foolproof plan is to
go on a European tour and swindle money off ticket
sales. They’ll be crashing Notts later this month, so we
thought we better rahnd ‘em up for a chat...
You guys were among the first to
pioneer the “mockumentary” style.
Where did the inspiration come from
for the format?
Ricky: They just showed up and started
following us round with the cameras.
I guess the crews wanted to shoot
something like the show Cops, but flip
it so it’s more from the criminals’ point
of view. We thought you could learn a
lot from the way we live. Our lives are
pretty simple, we don't need a lot.
And we're not afraid to tell people to
go away!

FiNd out
christmas
more
& Book

comedy
glee.co.uk/christmas
christmas@glee.co.uk
specials
0871 472 0400

They say never work with animals
or children, but Trailer Park Boys
regularly features them. Have you got
any anecdotes or highlights?
Ricky: Animals can be nightmares!
Bubbles: Animals are fine, Ricky!
Ricky: Alright, well children can be
the nightmares then. I don't know.
Something's the nightmare.
Bubbles: You're the nightmare! You are!
You guys enjoyed some musical
success with Bubbles' hit Liquor and
Whores. Is there any more music we
can expect in your live show?
Bubbles: Yes! There is actually! I’m
droppin' a new track, baby, and it’s
called Who’s Got Yer Belly. Alex Lifeson
from Rush is in it with me. It's out. You
Google it and it's on the YouTube.

Julian, if you could do a commercial
for your favourite rum but you had to
play a coconut, would you do it?
Julian: No. Definitely not. Well maybe if
it was a lot of money.
Ricky: What if it was a muscular
coconut?
Julian: Possibly a muscular coconut
but... I don't know, there's no rum
people coming at me.
Bubbles: Lady coconuts on set?
Julian: Yeah if there's lady coconuts,
lots of free booze, give me at least
four figures and I'm doing it. I'll be
a muscular coconut for any rum
companies out there.
Is there anything that you want to
add, maybe tell us a bit about your
live show that's coming?
Bubbles: It's going to be quite an
evening with us. Lots of craziness and
drinking and partying so make sure
you're really drunk when you come to
the show.
Ricky: Yeah, we're going to get some
people up on stage so hopefully they
get a good buzz on when they come up.
Are you going to be selling
hamburgers this time?
Bubbles: No goddamn hamburgers!
Julian: Maybe. Bring your money.

Trailer Park Boys will be at the Royal
Concert Hall on Monday 17 September,
7.30pm. Tickets are £28 - £55
trailerparkboys.com

head to glee.co.uk/christmas
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Nottingham Cocktail Week

Where? Bars across the city
When? Monday 3 - Sunday 9 September
How much? Free

If you like piña coladas
without getting caught in
the rain, head to one of over
55 bars in Notts to try one
of their themed cocktails,
specially designed for
Nottingham Cocktail Week.
A trail map will be available
soon for you to plan out
which direction to take on
your boozy bar crawl.
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Radcliffe on Trent Skatepark 21st Birthday Jam
Where? Radcliffe Skatepark
When? Saturday 8 September
What time? 1pm - 6pm
How much? Free

Beeston Camera Club
Photography Exhibition

Where? Canalside Heritage Centre
When? Saturday 1 September – Wednesday 31 October
How much? Free

Eye up the mighty fine prints
taken by the lovely residents
of Beeston at their annual
photography exhibition that’s
running September through to
October. The images will be
based on the themes flora, fauna
and scenes. Pop down and check
‘em out.
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Inspire Poetry Festival

Where? Libraries across Nottingham
When? Tuesday 25 September – Saturday 29
September
How much? Free - £35
A five-day poetry bonanza is returning to libraries
across Southwell, Beeston, Mansfield, West Bridgford
and Worksop this September. From slam to spoken
word, and even a dash of stand-up comedy, the
programme is chocka with local talent. There’s also
workshops and afternoon tea to tickle yer fancy.
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Get down for a 21st
bothdeh bash like
no other. If you like a
competition, there’ll
be prizes from 2pm
for skating, scooting
and BMXing. Or, if you
don’t fancy getting your
knees scuffed, there’s
other bits and bobs
like the silent auction,
live drawing, music and
more. It’ll be a wheelie
good time.

What’s on?
SATURDAY 1 SEPT

SUNDAY 2 SEPT

MONDAY 3 SEPT

TUESDAY 4 SEPT

🏬 The Vintage Carnival
Nottingham Racecourse
£10, 11am - 6pm

🎥 The Lord of Milan
Broadway Cinema
£4.50, 8.15pm

♫ Notts in a Nutshell
The Maze
£3, 7.30pm

♫ Aziz’s Desi GuitR
Oscar and Rosie’s
£17.50, 7.30pm

👪 Nottingham Mela Festival
Arboretum Park
Free, all day

👣 Monday Solo Jazz Roots
+ Charleston Dance Class
St Christopher’s Church Hall
£5, 8pm

👪 Macmillan Fest 2018
Rescue Rooms
£10, 1pm

😂 The League of Gentlemen
Motorpoint Arena Nottingham
£39.20 - £107.50, 7.30pm

🎨 Meet the Artist: Claire Morris-Wright
Djanogly Art Gallery
Free, 10am

📣 Ant Middleton
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert Hall
£25, 7.30pm

🔧 Women’s Basic Bike Maintenance
Nottingham Bike Works
£40 , 10.30am

🎥 Film Screening: Flash Gordon
National Justice Museum
£12.50, 7pm

👪 The NVA Leaving Party
National Videogame Arcade
£5, 6pm

👣 Sunday Lindy Hop Dance Classes
St Christopher’s Church Hall
£5 - £8, 5.30pm

🎨 Nottingham Mela Festival
New Art Exchange
Free, all day

🎥 The Goonies Food + Film
Rough Trade
£18, 7pm – 10.30pm

♫ Dark Edge Club Night
The Maze
£4, 8pm

♫ The Telescopes + The Asteroid
No. 4 + Float
The Chameleon Cafe Bar
£7, 8pm

WEDNESDAY 5 SEPT
🎲 The Lion Quiz
The Lion at Basford
Free, 9pm
🎤 Roﬂ Audio Recording Studios
Open Mic Night
JamCafé
Free, 6.45pm
🎥 Dog Day Afternoon
Nottingham Contemporary
£5, 6.30pm
📖 Some Things: Poetry from
Panya Banjoko + Support.
Five Leaves Bookshop
Free, 7pm
🔧 Basic Bike Maintenance
Nottingham Bikeworks
£40, 6pm
💪 Ashtanga Yoga Nottingham
The Dragon
£8 - £10, 6.15pm
♫ Junior + As The Sun Sleeps
JT Soar
£7 - £8, 7.30pm

👪 Open Coworking Day
MinorOak
Free, 10am

👪 Boardgames and Tabletop
Games Night
Vat and Fiddle
£3 - £5, 6.15pm

📖 Creative Writing Kickstart Course
Nottingham Writers Studio
£55, 6.30pm

♫Fleece Acoustic Sessions
The Golden Fleece
Free, 8.15pm

🎨 Portrait Painting Workshop
The Place Activity Centre
£25, 10am

📣 Architecture in Conversation:
Critical Mannerism Today
Nottingham Contemporary
Free, 6.30pm

💻 Mega Drive Monday
Bunkers Hill
Free, 4pm
♫ Hannah Trigwell Red Album UK Tour
The Chameleon Cafe Bar
£8.80, 7.30pm

📣 Funzing Talks: Interviews
with Serial Killers
The Glee Club
£15, 6.30pm

💪 Ashtanga Yoga Nottingham
The Dragon
£8 - £10, 6.30am

📖 The Surrender of Silence:
A Memoir of Ironfoot Jack,
King of the Bohemians
Five Leaves Bookshop
£3, 7pm

♫ Dan Baird + Homemade Sin
The Maze
£15, 7.30pm

🔧 Life Drawing with Oliver Lovley
Focus Gallery
£13, 6.30pm

THURSDAY 6 SEPT

FRIDAY 7 SEPT

SATURDAY 8 SEPT

📣 Cinema and the Anticolonial
Liberation Struggles
Nottingham Contemporary
Free, 6.30pm

🏬 TGIF Friday Nights
Sneinton Market Avenues
Free, 5pm

📣 My Summer with Dorothy,
with Clare Harvey
Five Leaves Bookshop
Free, 7pm
🎥 Julie
Broadway Cinema
£13 - £15, 7pm
♫ Talking To Frank + The Jellyﬁsh
Are Calling
The Chameleon Cafe Bar
£3, 7.30pm
💪 Ashtanga Yoga Nottingham
The Dragon
£8 - £10, 6.30am
🔧 Paint a Pot Workshops
The Harley Gallery
£5, 10am
♫ Big Boy Bloater & The Limits
The Maze
£11, 8pm

🔧 Design your Own Logo with
Free Online Tools
MinorOak
£15, 11am
📣 Beauty and Craft in Japanese Culture
Debbie Bryan
Free, 6pm
♫ Watercolour Records
Bar Eleven
Free, 9.30pm

🎨 Coal Art Workshops
YMCA International Community Centre
Free, 10am
🔧 Intro to Free Machine Embroidery
with Sarah Sewell
Curious? Nottingham
£38, 10am
🎭 The Ben Nickless Variety Show
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert Hall
£12 - £17.50, 7.30pm
🍴 Gin Picnic
The Herbert Kilpin
£25, 1pm

♫ The Cluedo Club 100 Gig Celebration
The Hop Pole
Free, 9pm

🎤 Beauty and the Shed with
Big White Shed
Debbie Bryan
£6, 5pm

♫ Sonic Masala Presents Kuunatic
(JPN) + Rattle
The Chameleon Cafe Bar
£5 - £6, 7pm

♫ Buenos Treehouse
The Angel Microbrewery
Free, 4pm

😂 Friday Night Comedy: Gareth Richards
+ Markus Birdman + Wes Zaharuk
The Glee Club
£8 - £13.50, 7pm

♫ Elephant Peel + The Family
Portrait + OOF + Brown Lion Zoo
JT Soar
£5, 7.30pm

A Derby Theatre & Queen’s
Theatre Hornchurch production

by Atiha Sen Gupta

ep –
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t
c
Sat 20 O

A new play in response to Abigail’s Party

Saturday 29 Sep – Saturday 20 Oct
Box Office 01332 593939
42 leftlion.co.uk/issue105

Book Online derbytheatre.co.uk
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SUNDAY 9 SEPT

MONDAY 10 SEPT

TUESDAY 11 SEPT

WEDNESDAY 12 SEPT

😂 The League of Gentlemen
Motorpoint Arena Nottingham
£39.20 - £107.50, 7.30pm

👣 Monday Solo Jazz Roots
+ Charleston Dance Class
St Christopher’s Church Hall
£5, 8pm

♫ Roots Live Music
The Wellington Inn
8pm

🎭 The Merry Wives of Windsor
Broadway Cinema
£13 - £15, 7pm

🎭 The Ghost Light Theatre Tour
Nottingham Arts Theatre
£5 - £20, 7pm

👪 Boardgames and Tabletop
Games Night
Vat and Fiddle
£3 - £5, 6.15pm

🎤 Roﬂ Audio Recording Studios
Open Mic Night
JamCafé
Free, 6.45pm

📖 Creative Writing Kickstart Course
Nottingham Writers Studio
£55, 6.30pm

♫Fleece Acoustic Sessions
The Golden Fleece
Free, 8.15pm

🎨 Gallery Tour: Space Light Colour
Djanogly Art Gallery
Free, 1pm

👪 Ancient Craft for Kids:
Medieval Tile Workshop
Lakeside Arts Centre
£4, 10am

📣 The Easter Rising: Some
Connections to the English
Midlands, with James Moran
Five Leaves Bookshop
£3, 7pm

📣 Rojava Revolution, War and the
Future of Syria’s Kurds,
with Thomas Schmidinger
Five Leaves Bookshop
£3, 7pm

♫ Spotlight Open Mic Night
Bunkers Hill
Free, 8pm

🎤 Crosswords Open Mic
The Cock and Hoop
£2, 7.30pm

🔧 Life Drawing with Oliver Lovley
Focus Gallery
£13, 6.30pm

🔧 Basic Bike Maintenance
Nottingham Bikeworks
£40, 6pm

♫ Notts in a Nutshell
The Maze
£3, 7.30pm

♫ 📣 D.I.Y Poets Presents:
Beneﬁt for Notts Momentum
The Maze
£3 - £6, 7.30pm

♫ Fibromyalgia Relief Sound Bath
Earthtones Sound Therapy
£10, 10.30am
🎩 Beauty in the Details:
Guided Lace Market Tour
Debbie Bryan
Free, 11am
🏃 Mikkeller Running Club #30
Brew Cavern
Free, 11.30am
♫ Sunday Lunchtime Jazz
The Lion at Basford
Free, 1.30pm
♫ Ducking Punches + Death By Shotgun +
George Gadd Band + Good Hustles
The Maze
£7, 7.30pm
👣 Sunday Lindy Hop Dance Classes
St Christopher’s Church Hall
£5 - £8, 5.30pm

🎥 Brain Damage
Savoy Cinema
£4.85 - £6.60, 8.30pm
🎨 Portrait Painting Workshop
The Place Activity Centre
£25, 10am
♫ The Stone Angels + Youth Hotel +
Antisocial + Rolling People
The Maze
£6 - £8, 7pm

THURSDAY 13 SEPT

FRIDAY 14 SEPT

SATURDAY 15 SEPT

SUNDAY 16 SEPT

♫ Dylan LeBlanc + Nicole Atkins
The Maze
£14, 7.30pm

♫ Bamalamasingsong
Rescue Rooms
£7 - £10, 7.30pm

😂 Stand Up Saturdays
The Glee Club
£16 - £26, 7pm

🎲 Poker Night
The Grosvenor
£5 - £5, 8pm

♫ TNT
Tap and Tumbler
Free, 8.30pm

♫ Live Music
The Grosvenor
Free, 9pm

🔧 Intro to Paper Cutting
Curious? Nottingham
£36, 10am

♫ Live Jazz
The Bell Inn
Free, 12pm

📣 Architecture in Conversation:
Architecture and the Social
Nottingham Contemporary
Free, 6.30pm

♫ Unplugged Showcase
Bunkers Hill
Free, 8pm

🎥 Cinema and the Anticolonial
Liberation Struggles
Nottingham Contemporary
Free, 6.30pm

🎲 Sunday Night Music Quiz
The Lion at Basford
8.30pm

♫ Luke Whittemore
The Bakehouse
£5, 7.30pm
♫ Strange Circuits
The Chameleon Cafe Bar
£3 - £5, 8pm
😂 Jamali Maddix: Vape Lord
The Glee Club
£11 - £13, 6.45pm
♫ Tony Koﬁ: Portrait of Cannonball
Bonington Theatre
£12, 8pm

🔧 Plan (and Flog) your Blog with Isi Dixon
MinorOak
£24, 11am
💪 Ashtanga Yoga Nottingham
The Dragon
£8 - £10, 6.30am
😂 Friday Night Comedy
The Glee Club
£8 - £13.50, 7pm
♫ Comet Rockers
The Lion at Basford
9pm
♫ Harleighblu
The Bodega
£11, 6pm

🎤 Wordology & SolidariTea
Bird and Blend Tea Co.
Free, 4pm

👣 Sunday Lindy Hop Dance Classes
St Christopher’s Church Hall
£5 - £8, 5.30pm

💪 Ashtanga Yoga Nottingham
The Dragon
£8 - £10, 9.30am

🎩 Beauty in the Details:
Guided Lace Market Tour
Debbie Bryan
Free, 11am

🔧 Enamelling on Copper
with Alys Power
Focus Gallery
£80, 10.30am

♫ Poppy Folk Club Concert Night
Poppy Folk Club
£8, 7pm

♫ Crazy Arm + One Million Motors +
Molotov + Paul Carbuncle
The Maze
£7 - £9, 8pm

♫ The Extons + Super Furniture + Nick
Aslam
The Maze
£5, 7.30pm

A Derby Theatre, Queen’s Theatre
Hornchurch, Wiltshire Creative and Les
Théâtres de la Ville de Luxembourg production

–
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A hilarious masterpiece of situation comedy

Wednesday 26 Sep – Saturday 20 Oct
Box Office 01332 593939

Book Online derbytheatre.co.uk
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What’s
What’s on? on?
MONDAY 17 SEPT

TUESDAY 18 SEPT

WEDNESDAY 19 SEPT

THURSDAY 20 SEPT

FRIDAY 21 SEPT

👣 Monday Solo Jazz Roots and
Charleston Dance Class
St Christopher’s Church Hall
£5, 8pm

♫ Roots Live Music
The Wellington Inn
8pm

👣 Salsa Class
Bunkers Hill
£5, 7pm

♫ Live at Lunch: Owen Bunting
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert Hall
Free, 1pm

♫ Europe
Rock City
£28, 7:00pm

🎲 The Lion Quiz
The Lion at Basford
Free, 9pm

👪 Boardgames and Tabletop
Games Night
Vat and Fiddle
£3 - £5, 6.15pm

🎤 Roﬂ Audio Recording Studios
Open Mic Night
JamCafé
Free, 6.45pm

♫ This Feeling Notts with
The Seamonsters
+ Vigilantes
The Chameleon Cafe Bar
£6.60, 7.30pm

♫ Desert Mountain Tribe +
93MillionMilesFrom
TheSun + Family Portrait
The Angel Microbrewery
£7, 7.45pm

📖 The Mixed Vocations of (Fr)
Gerald O’Donovan: Radical Priest
and Novelist, with Chrissie
Van Mierlo
Five Leaves Bookshop
£3, 7pm

🎥 Raiders of the Lost
Ark in Concert
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert Hall
£25 - £48.50, 7.30pm

♫ Future Bubblers Pay to Play
Fundraiser for Lee
(The Elementz)
WWFM
♫ Jacques Brel: A Life a
Thousand Times
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert Hall
£10
😂 Trailer Park Boys
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert Hall
£28 - £55, 7.30pm
🎨 Portrait Painting Workshop
The Place Activity Centre
£25, 10am
💪 Ashtanga Yoga Nottingham
The Dragon
£8 - £10, 6.30am
💻 Mega Drive Monday
Bunkers Hill
Free, 4pm

🔧 Life Drawing with
Oliver Lovley
Focus Gallery
£13, 6.30pm
♫ Notts in a Nutshell
The Maze
£3, 7.30pm

♫ Parka’s present Thunderbird 4
The Britannia Boat Club
£8 - £10, 7.45pm

👪 Tiny Fingers Tiny Toes
Lakeside Arts Centre
£5, 10am - 11am

♫ Jazz Recovery
Rough Trade
Free, 7pm

♫ Single By Sunday
The Maze
£10, 6pm

♫ Spires + Luna’s Call + Of
Wounds + Goat Witch
The Chameleon Cafe Bar
£5, 8pm

🎥 Night of the
Living Dead
Nottingham Contemporary
£5, 6.30pm

♫ Kylie Minogue:
Golden Tour
Motorpoint Arena Nottingham
£56 - £168, 8pm

💻 Branding and Identity
for SMEs
Nottingham Trent University
Free, 9am

♫ Willy Mason
The Bodega
£16.50, 7.15pm

♫ Lois + The Dead Years
The Maze
£4, 7.30pm

🔧 Weekly Paint a Pot Workshops
The Harley Gallery
£5, 10am

🏃 EBF Boxing
Motorpoint Arena Nottingham
£34.50 - £45.70, 6pm

🔧 Basic Bike Maintenance
Nottingham Bikeworks
£40, 6pm

😂 Friday Night Comedy
The Glee Club
£8 - £13.50, 7pm

SATURDAY 22 SEPT

SUNDAY 23 SEPT

MONDAY 24 SEPT

TUESDAY 25 SEPT

WEDNESDAY 26 SEPT

♫ Ambient Électronique 2
The Chameleon Cafe Bar
£6, 7.30pm

🔧 Women’s Circle: Explore the
Sacred Feminine
Earthtones Sound Therapy
£15, 10.30am

👣 Monday Solo Jazz
Roots + Charleston
Dance Class
St Christopher’s Church Hall
£5, 8pm

♫ The Hallé
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert Hall
£10 - £35.50, 7.30pm

🌳Guided Tour
St Anns Allotments Visitor Centre
£5, 1.30pm

🔧 Inspire Poetry Festival 2018:
Getting Into Poetry
The Worksop Library
£4, 2pm

🎤 Inspire Poetry Festival 2018:
Jo Bell and Georgina Wilding
Worksop Library
£5, 6.30pm

🔧 Inspire Poetry Festival 2018:
How To Be a Poet with Jo Bell
West Bridgford Library
£10, 2.30pm - 5pm

🎤 Inspire Poetry Festival 2018:
Word! with Vanessa Kisuule
Beeston Library
£5 - £7, 7pm - 10pm

🎤 Inspire Poetry Festival 2018:
Jo Bell
West Bridgford Library
£8 - £10, 7.30pm

🎥 A Single Man
Nottingham Contemporary
£5, 6.30pm

♫ The Key Notes Band & Singers
Cotgrave Welfare Social Club
£5, 7.30pm
🔧 William Morris Inspired Pin
with Rosie Deegan
Focus Gallery
£80, 10.30am
♫ Serocee + Bobby Noodlez +
Suga Lion
The Maze
£5, 10pm
♫ Open Mic Night for Let’s Talk
About Loss
The Orange Tree
Suggested donation £5, 6pm

👪 Johnny & the Raindrops: Gig
for cool kids!
The Polish Club
£5 - £18, 3pm

♫ Live Jazz
The Bell Inn
Free, 12pm

♫ Lauma Skride
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert Hall
£10.50, 11am

🎥 Satoshi Kon’s Paprika
Savoy Cinema
£4.85 - £6.60, 8.30pm

👪 Paws in the Park
Rushcliffe Country Park
£5, 1am

💪 Ashtanga Yoga Nottingham
The Dragon
£8 - £10, 6.30am

♫ September Serenade
St Mary Magdalene Church
£4.50 - £9, 3pm

😂 Nottingham Comedy Club:
Should I Stay or Should I Go?
Gong Show
The Maze
£4, 7.45pm

👪 Big Fish Little
Fish Family Rave
The Glee Club
£6.50 - £8.50, 1.30pm

♫ Kid Klumsy + Headstone
Horrors + Yur Mum +
The MacGregors
The Maze
£6, 7pm

♫ Distant Blue
The Bodega
£6.60, 7pm

♫ Ska Punk Evening
The Bodega
£10.45, 7pm

COMING SOON: METRONOME

♫ Jimothy Lacoste
The Bodega
7pm
🎨 Portrait Painting Workshop
The Place Activity Centre
£25, 10am

🎭 Working Class Hero + The
Devil You Know
Djanogly Theatre
£5, 7.30pm
📖 An Introduction to Anne
Enright, with Sinéad Mooney
Five Leaves Bookshop
£3, 7pm
♫ Island Club + For The Girl +
Josh Wheatley
The Chameleon Cafe Bar
£7, 7.30pm

We’ve got some exciting news for all you musical boggers.
Confetti College are opening up a new centre for gigs,
spoken word performances and all other matters that
deserve a spot on stage.
With a capacity of 350 and a fully licensed bar, it’ll be a
proper good place to have a few pints and watch local,
national and international talent.
After saying some sorrowed goodbyes to some legendary
venues recently, we can’t wait to have a new one livening up
the streets, especially one embracing the diverse artists we
have in our city.
From music, and moving image, to video games and spoken
word, it seems a whole bunch of things will be featured in the
venue’s public programme, with further details now available
on their website.
If this place don’t seem bleddy marvelous enough already,
then check this, it’s going to have six state-of-the-art
recording studios and fourteen fully equipped rehearsal
rooms downstairs.
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🎭 Working Class Hero + The
Devil You Know
Djanogly Theatre
£5, 7.30pm
♫ F**k Me It’s Freshers
The Lacehouse
£12 - £16, 10pm
😂 NCF Comedy Night
Canalhouse
£1, 8pm

That’s enough to make even our lot sound like we can belt
out a good tune.
Their ﬁrst-season programme will include BCUC (Gilles
Peterson of BBC 6 Music’s favourite live act of 2017), Japanese
Psychedelica from Acid Mothers Temple, award-winning
spoken word artists and some very recognisable video game
icons.
Founder and Chief Executive of Confetti Institute of Creative
Technologies Craig Chettle said:
“We’re thrilled to be joining the stellar line-up of venues
in Nottingham with our exciting, distinct new centre,
Metronome.
“It’s tempting to just talk about it in terms of being an
amazing building with amazing facilities and, of course, it
is all of those things, but it’s what happens inside that
really matters.”

Metronome will be opening its doors on Huntingdon Street
on Monday 1 October.
metronome.uk.com

THURSDAY 27 SEPT

FRIDAY 28 SEPT

SATURDAY 29 SEPT

SUNDAY 30 SEPT

📣 A Great Electioneer and
his Motives Reconsidered:
The 4th Duke of Newcastle
Djanogly Theatre
Free, 1pm

📣 Henry Box Brown
Djanogly Theatre
7.30pm

♫ Reasons to be Cheerful
The Rose of England
Free, 8pm

Elvana: Elvis Fronted
Nirvana
Rescue Rooms
£13.50, 6.30pm

♫ Nick Mason’s Saucerful
of Secrets
Theatre Royal and Royal
Concert Hall
£39.50 - £45

♫ Sleaford Mods
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert
Hall
£27.50 - £30, 7.30pm

♫ Tim Garland Quartet
Bonington Theatre
£5 - £12, 8pm
📖 Five Leaves Open Book
Group: Home Fire by
Kamila Shamsie
Five Leaves Bookshop
Free, 7pm
🎥 King Lear
Broadway Cinema
£13 - £15, 7pm
♫ Bennett Wilson Poole
The Maze
£12, 7.30pm
😂 Early Doors Live
Motorpoint Arena Nottingham
£26.10 - £106.40, 7.30pm
♫ Oscar Jerome
The Bodega
£8.80, 7pm
♫ TNT
Tap and Tumbler
Free, 8.30pm
🎤 Inspire Poetry Festival
2018: God Save the Teen
West Bridgford Library
£6 - £8, 7.30pm

📣 Exhibition Walk and Talk
with Jill Ray
The Harley Gallery
Free, 12pm

😂 Stand Up Saturdays
The Glee Club
£16 - £26, 7pm

🎤 Inspire Poetry
Festival 2018: Kei Miller
Southwell Library
£8 - £10, 7.30pm

🎤 Henry Normal:
Nature V Human Nature
Djanogly Theatre
£6 - £10, 7.30pm

👪 MasquerMind
Carni-Ball 2018
Eastwood Hall Hotel
£45, 7pm

📖 Writing School East
Midlands: Waking Your
Characters
Waterstones
£70 - £75, 10am - 4:30pm

♫ WCIP + Draws Creature
Mask + Little Mother +
Baby Green
JT Soar
£5, 7pm
😂 Friday Night Comedy
The Glee Club
£8 - £13.50, 7pm
♫ Oddity Road + The Ruﬀs
The Bodega
£8.80, 7pm
♫ Unplugged Showcase
Bunkers Hill
Free, 8pm

🔧 Sharp Cut and Straight
Tear Workshop
Lakeside Arts Centre
£50 - £55, 10am
👣 Sunday Lindy Hop
Dance Classes
St Christopher’s Church Hall
£5 - £8, 5.30pm
🎤 World Jam
Nottingham Writers’ Studio
Free, 4pm
🎩 Watson
Fothergill Walk
Nottingham Tourism Center
£12, 10am

♫ Klubfoot’s Blues and
Reggae Review
The Golden Fleece
Free, 7am

♫ Collapsed Lung +
Revenge of Calculon +
Scott Makepeace
The Maze
£5, 8pm

😂 Mark Simmons + Mandy
Muden + James Cook
David Lloyd Leisure
£10, 7pm

♫ Jeﬀ Lynne’s ELO
Motorpoint Arena Nottingham
£56, 7.30pm

📣 Noel Fitzpatrick is The
Supervet: Welcome to my
World
Motorpoint Arena Nottingham
£39.20 - £79.50, 7.30pm

♫ Jeﬀ Rosenstock
The Bodega
£11, 7pm

ONGOING STUFF LIKE EXHIBITIONS AND PLAYS AND THAT
🎨 Claire Morris-Wright: The Hedge
Project
Lakeside Arts Centre
Free, 8am - 5pm
Wed 22 Aug - Sun 9 Sep
👪 Hoodwinked 2018
Nottingham City Centre
Free
Wed 22 Aug - Sun 30 Sep
🎨 Rana Begum: Space Light Colour
Djanogly Art Gallery
11am - 5pm
Wed 22 Aug - Sun 30 Sep
🎨 Pia Camil: Split Wall
Nottingham Contemporary
Free
Wed 22 Aug - Sun 7 Oct
🎨 Trix & Robert Haussmann The LogO-Rithmic Slide Rule: A Retrospective
Nottingham Contemporary
Free
Wed 22 Aug - Sun 7 Oct
🎨 The Portland
Miniatures: Jar
The Harley Gallery
Free
Wed 22 Aug - Mon 31 Dec
👪 Art Investigator Max
Djanogly Art Gallery
Free ,12pm - 4pm
Wed 22 Aug - Fri 2 Dec
🎨 30 Years of Patching Exhibition
Patchings Art Centre
Free
Sat 25 Aug - Sun 7 Oct

🎨 Out of Place: Mandy Payne
Djanogly Art Gallery
Free, 11am - 4pm
Sat 1 Sep - Sun 28 Oct

🎭 Shrek The Musical
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert Hall
£20 - £49.50 , 7.30pm
Tue 11 Sep - Sun 23 Sep

👪 Family Weekend Activities
Nottingham Contemporary
Free , 11am - 3pm
Sat 1 Sep - Sun 25 Nov

🎭 Cirque du Soleil: OVO
Motorpoint Arena Nottingham
£34.60 - £85 , 8pm
Wed 12 Sep - Sun 16 Sep

🍷Nottingham Cocktail Week
Various Venues
Free
Monday 3 Sep - Sunday 9 Sep

♫ Harlot Fest: Live Music + More
The Maze
£5 , 6.30pm - 2am
Fri 14 Sep - Sat 15 Sep

📣 Faulty Towers the Dining
Experience
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert Hall
£60
Tue 4 Sep - Sun 9 Sep

🎭 Blue Remembered Hills
Lace Market Theatre
£10 - £11 ,7.30pm
Tue 18 Sep - Sat 22 Sep

🍺 Shiny Brewery Tap Takeover
The Abdication Micropub
Free
Wed 5 Sep - Sun 9 Sep
🎨 Two People on the Road
Broadway Cinema
6pm
Thu 6 Sep - Sat 15 Sep
🎨 A Selection of Elections: Votes,
Suﬀrage and Reform
Lakeside Arts Centre
Free, 11am - 4pm
Fri 7 Sep - Sun 2 Dec
♫ Let It Be
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert Hall
£17.50 - £33.50
Tue 11 Sep - Sat 15 Sep

🎭 The Comedy About A Bank Robbery
Theatre Royal and Royal Concert Hall
£17.50 - £33.50
Tue 25 Sep - Sat 29 Sep
🍺 Oktoberfest
The Berliner
Free ,5pm
Fri 28 Sep - Sun 30 Sep
🎨 The Accumulation of Things
Bonington Gallery
Free
Fri 28 Sep - Sat 27 Oct
🎨 Bonington Vitrines #8: House of
Wisdom
Bonington Gallery
Free
Fri 28 Sep - Sat 27 Oct

For the full rundown, visit leftlion.co.uk/listings

James Gunn and the Age of Outrage
words: Ash Carter
A famous guy did something dumb years ago, his
employers found out about it, and he got ﬁred. Once,
perhaps, that would have been more than a one-day
news story, but in the age of outrage, it’s basically a
weekly occurrence.
James Gunn, the director behind the Guardians of the
Galaxy franchise, was ﬁred by Disney after some rather
unsavoury tweets from a decade ago surfaced. In them,
he joked about rape and paedophilia, which ruﬀled a
few feathers at Disney HQ and saw him canned from
the billion-dollar franchise.
Now is probably as good a time as any to point out that
I deﬁnitely don’t think he should have been ﬁred. Sent
while he was still trying to make his name in stand-up
comedy, his worst oﬀence was that the tweets weren’t
funny, but the fact that he was trying to be is the only
thing that matters. People might get salty about the
subject that’s personal to them being made fodder for
jokes, but it’s subjective, and either everything is on the
table or nothing is. And who among us would be happy
to be judged for their actions from a decade ago? I did
shit last year that makes me wince now, and I’m fairly
certain re-reading this article in the year 2021, I will do
the same.
As depressing as it is, Disney were retaliating ﬁrst to
an outrage that could have been, keen to avoid any
potential choppy waters with a potential merger with
Fox in the pipeline. These waves of “controversy” may
be an almost weekly occurrence, but it’s the only real
moral currency we have left in the world. Outrage sells
papers, and is the new yardstick by which we measure
one another.
While I lazily scrolled through the initial news story
of Gunn’s ﬁring through one barely-open eye before
falling asleep, the news story that followed a week
later genuinely made me sit up and carefully consider
every word. The cast of Guardians of the Galaxy had
penned an open letter backing the director. Actual
famous people, with something to lose, had backed
their friend and creative collaborator, at the risk of their
own professional livelihoods. The nameless, faceless
people who cry oﬀence and outrage at anything they
dislike had suddenly been rendered meaningless,
which in reality they always were. The likes of Chris
Pratt, Zoe Saldana and Vin Diesel publically proved
that they were willing to risk their own reputations for
the sake of their friend.
I am acutely aware that this is hardly Rosa Parks and
the Montgomery Bus Boycott, but it did feel like a
watershed moment, a thin sliver of hope that we are
moving toward the end of this period of insanity.
But, unfortunately, Gunn is yet to be rehired.

Ash Carter is LeftLion’s Screen Editor. Want to get
signed up to our Film Writers list? Email Ash on the
address below.
ash.carter@leftlion.co.uk
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live Music
Moving image
performance
VIDEOGAMES
SPOKEN WORD
Metronome is a new, national centre for music, moving
image, videogames, live performance and spoken word.
It opens in Nottingham this October. Anchored around a
350-capacity venue, Metronome will deliver an ambitious,
diverse and contemporary cross-media programme.
Metronome is leading the conversation in creative
technologies both live and online.

metronome.uk.com

